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Jones.  Edith  K.,  Emotional  poise  in  war  time. 
403. 

~,  Ralph  K..  death,  295. 

Josephson,  Aksel  G.  S.,  Training  for  librarian- 
ship,  223. 

Judson,  Katherine  B.,  Early  days  in  Oregon 
[rev.I,  80. 

Kauer,  John  B.,  Establishing  a  precedent. 

costs,  408. 
Kansas  City  (Mo.)  library,  report,  174. 

—  library  association,  meetings,  433. 
Kearney,  Lillian  C,  Guide  to  business  forms, 

re-issue,  101. 
Keep,  (Mrs.)  Robert  P.,  death.  211. 
Kemp,  Joseph  A.^  library  bequest,  173. 
Kent.  Dorothy,  death,  352. 
Keystone    state   library   association,    meetings. 

Kingston    (N.   Y.)   library,  report,   129. 
Knoxville    (Tenn),  Lawson  McGhee  library. 

opening,  132. 
Koopman,  Harry  L.,  Booklover  and  his  books 


Latin  American,  bibliographical  sources  of  in- 
formation, 169. 

Lauder,  E.  Louise,  The  public  library  [Bing- 
hamton,  N.  Y.]  and  war  preparedness,  359, 

League  of  library  commissions,  conferences, 
70,  32& 

Leavenworth  library,  254;  work  with 
schools,  294. 

Leeds  (England)  libraries,  report,  48. 

Leele,  John  H.,  appointment,  171. 

Legler,  Henty  E.,  Advertising  problems  of  a 


large  city  library,  280. 
'       Henry  E 
ilogy,  309. 


Legli 


E,,  memorial  meeting,  413; 


Lemperly  book  plate  collection,  193. 

Librarians,  American,  reminiscences  of,  180. 

— ,  altitude  in  war  lime,  403. 

— ,  attitude  to  public,  14,  60. 

—.certification.  5,  70;  reference  list,  176. 

— ,  education,  5,  222.  225. 

—,  efficiency,  270. 

— ,  exchange  of  service,  364,  409. 

— ,  labor  union  organization  (New  York),  279. 

-,man  or  woman  [Ed.],  278. 

— ,  reading  of,  188. 

—  salaries,  140,  [Ed.],  142;  271;  statistics,  122. 
— ,  sickness  emergeny"  ftmd,  100. 

-~,  working  hours,  2«. 

Libraries  and  advertisii^  (Chicago  meeting), 

238. 
— ,  circulation  costs,  64. 
— ,  civic  centers  in,  61. 
— ,  financial  support,  266. 
— ,  Gt.  Britain,  War  economy,  302. 
— ,  insurance  valuation,  66. 
— ,  organization  (Borden),  177. 
— ,  telephone  service,  75. 
—.ventilation,  59. 
Library  advertising,  238;  (Legler),  280. 

—  assistants,  retirements  caused  hy  ill  health, 
59. 

,  treatment  of,  57. 

—  civil  service,  61,  [Ed.],  102;   (Dana),  105, 
(Belden),  143;  210. 

—  codes  or  manuals,  225. 

—  funds,  trustees'  audiortty  over,  406. 

—  gifts.    Amherst  (Mass.),  449;  Anna  (111.), 
Belmond    (la.),   297;    Boston    library. 


amisburg  (O.),  192;  Maiden  (Mass.).  351; 
Malvern  (la.),  296;  Milwaukee,  130;  Mt. 
Holyoke  college.  128;  Nashville  (Tenn.). 
Peabody  college,  213 ;  Newberry  library,  172 ; 
Pasadena,  260;  Redcloud  (Neb.).  132;  Riv- 
erside (Cal.).  202;  Tampa  (Fla.),  259;  To- 
ledo (O.).  452;  Wakefield  (Mass.),  128; 
Western  Reserve  university,  193 ;  Wichita 
■  Falls  (Tex.),  173;  Williams  college,  45; 
Woodward  (Okla.),  260. 
Library  of  Congress,  Chinese  collection,  110. 

114. 
Library  laws,  county  laws,  summary,  17. 

—  publicity,  111,  112,  358,  372. 

—  school  graduates,  academic  attitude,  366. 
Library  schools,  see  individual  schools. 

,  166.  207.  249.  251,  m 


!,  hours,  109. 


.spirit  in  [Ed.],  14. 

,  standardization,  407. 

.vacations,  statistics,  109. 

—  statistics,  bases  of  computation,  187. 
of  cost,  222. 

—  trustees,   responsibilities,  261,  273. 
Lindsay,  Mary  B.,  retirement  and  death,  91 ; 

Memorial   (Chicago  lib.  club),   107. 
Little  Rock  library,  report,  2S9. 
Loan  desk  assistants,  standing  services,  57,  99. 
Locke,  G.  W.,  The  duty  of  the  hour  (extr.), 


227. 


9. 


London  Times,  special  ed.,  371. 

Long  Beach   (Cal.)  library,  report,  48. 

Los  Angeles  library,  report,  453, 

.training  school,  118,  243,  393. 

Louisville  free  library,  training  class,  118;  re- 
port, 453. 

Louvain,  library  collected  for,  134. 

Love  stories  for  children  (Switzer),  49. 

Lowe.  John  Adams,  Books  and  libraries 
(rev.).  36. 

McCaoley,  Pauline,  Library  week  in  Waco, 

Tex.,  145. 
McCormick,  Belle  M,,  Love  stories  for  chil- 

MacDoiiald,  Anna  A.,  The  work  of  the  travel- 
ing librarian,  219. 

Madison  (Wis.)  library,  report,  173. 

Maine  library  association,  meetings,  335. 

Maiden  (Mass.)  library,  gift  by  James  F. 
Eaton,  351 ;  report,  210. 

Malvern  (la.)  library,  report,  296. 

Marshalltown    (la.)    librarj;,   report,  47. 

Marvin,  Cornelia.  Duplication,  225 ;  "No  new 
fiction  during  the  war,"  409;  Public  docu- 
ments again,  304. 

Mason  City  (la.)  library,  report.  213. 

Masonic  library,  Cedar  Rapids  (la.),  285. 

Massachusetts,  civil  service  in  libraries,  61, 
[Ed.l  102,  (Dana),  105,  (Eelden),  143;  210. 

—  library  club,  meetings,  115,  335. 

—  library  commission,  conference,  336;  report. 
ISO. 

Mathews.  Shailer,  Democracy  and  world  poli' 


M.  D..  Suggestions  for  that  industrial  com- 
mission, 99. 

Miamisburg  (Ohio)  library,  gift  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
A.  Brown,   192. 

Michigan,  county  libraries,  first  of.  365. 

—  library  association,  meetings,  433. 

—  state  library,  important  books  in,  108. 
Militarji  compulsory  training,  reading  list,  79. 

—  training.  64. 
,ref.  list.  285. 

Milwaukee  library,  bequest   by  F.   N.   Finney, 

130. 
Minneapolis  library,  bird  house  exhibit,  231 : 

report,  131. 
Minnesota  education  assoc.   Public  school 

librarians  division,  meeting,  29. 


235. 

Missouri  library  association,  meetings,  435. 
Modern  Greek  languagje,  dictionary,  389. 
Montana  library  association,  meetings,  31. 
Montgomery,    Lueva,   A    county   library   in 

(Anna],  Illinois,  65. 
— ,  Thomas  L.,  portrait,  front,  to  p.  299. 
Montreal,  municipal  library,  opening,  260. 
Moose  law  (Can.)  library,  214, 
Mount  Holyoke  college  library,  bequest  by 

Jane  M.  Lamb,  128. 
Mucnslerbcrg,    Hugo,    library,    donated    to 

Harvard  university,  171. 
Mundy,  E.  W.,  biography,  338. 
Music  and  musicians,  ref.  list,  338. 
Muskogee  (Okla.)  library,  260. 

Nashville  (Tenn).  Peabody  college,  Car- 
negie gift,  213. 

Mational  association  of  slate  librarians,  con- 
ference, 327. 

—  educational  association,  librarians'  round 
table,  237,  285,  (Portland  mtg.)  333. 

—  food  administration,   427. 

—  municipal  league,  model  city  charter,  428. 
N'ature  lover.  Save  the  dunes,  58. 

Newark  library,  artistic  circulars  and  com- 
munications. 149;  report,  212. 
New  Bedford   (Mass.)   library,  report.  255. 
Newberry   library,   bequest   of  J.   M.   Wing. 

New  Britain  (Conn.)  normal  school,  auto- 
graph exhibit,  293. 

New  Hampshire  library  commission.  256. 

New  Mexico  educational  association,  library 
section,  77. 

New  York  (city)  library,  labor  union  or- 
ganization, 279;  report,  195. 

.library  school,  39,  83,  118.  204.  244. 

288.  342,  393,  443- 

library  club,  meetings.  235-36,  387. 

(state)   library,   report,  90. 

library  school,  39.  82,   119,  20S,   245. 

251,  343,  394.  443. 

high  school  librarians,  meetings,  294. 

librarj^  association,  executive  commit- 
tee, meetings,  73;  library  week.  284,  (pro- 
ceedings), 381. 

No  Name.     The  battle  of  the  books.  184. 

North  Carolina  library  association,  meetings. 
236. 

Northampton  (Mass.),  Forbes  library,  reor- 
ganization, 425. 

Norwich  (Conn.),  Guernsey  library,  report, 
90. 

Novels,  old-fashioned,  list,  33. 

Oak  Park  CHI.)  library,  report,  173. 
Observer,  Preparation  for  library  work.  225. 
O'Flynn,  Josephine,  death,  130. 
Ogden   (Utah)   library,  report.   132. 
(i)hio,  county  library  law,  140. 

—  library  association,  meetings,  200,  437. 
,  library    extension    committee,    dis- 
trict meetings,  337. 


Oklahoma,  school  libraries,  170. 

Olcott,   Frances  J.,   Stories   from    the   Old 

Testament   (rev.),  37. 
Omaha  library,  report,  174. 
Ontario  library  association,  meetings.  197. 
Oregon  university  library,  report,  175. 
Ottawa  (Can.)  library,  report,  354. 
Oxygen  for  libraries   (Carnegie),  59. 

Pacific  northwest  library  association,  meet- 
ings, 430;  committee  on  subscription 
books.  37!. 

Pacy,'  Frank,  War  economy  in  English  li- 


brarii 


,  302. 


Pageants,  bibliography,  36. 

Panjab  library  primer  (Dickinson),  202. 

Pasadena  Hhraty,  Bulletin,  35;  Curtis  Indian 
collection,  260. 

Patriotism,  reading  list,  389. 

Pennsylvania  library  club,  meetings.  32,  156, 
337. 

—  library  organization  in,  219. 

Periodicals,  list,  1916-17,  35. 

Petrovitch.  W.  M.,  appointment,  129. 

Philadelphia  library,  building  [Ed],  190;  li- 
brary league  contest,  195. 

Photostat  work,  expert  in,  101. 

Pittsburgh,  Carnegie  library,  library  school, 
81,  117,  161,  203,  243,  287,  341.  442. 

Plummcr,  Mary  Wright,  memorial  meeting, 
34;  Verses,  new  ed.  62. 

Poetry  fashion  [Ed.].  142. 

Polk  directory  depository,  174. 

Pomona  (Cal.)  library,  report.  402. 

Poole,  W.  F..  reminiscences  of.  181. 

Port  Arthur  (Tex),  high  school  library,  43. 

Portland  cement  association,  Chicago,  refer- 
ence lists,  277. 

Portland  (Ore.)  library,  report,  92,  453; 
school  dept.,  courses.  348;  training  class. 
246. 

Pottsville  (Pa.)  library,  report,  450. 

Potts,  Marian  E.,  Suggestions  for  library  in- 
terest, 169. 

Power,  Ralph  L.,  The  library  and  museum 
in  commercial  education,  93. 

Pratt  institute  library  school,  40.  84,  119.  162. 
205,  246,  289,  343,  394,  443. 

Preparations  for  library  work,  225. 

Prisoners  of  war,  books  for,  275, 

Providence   library,  report.  255. 

PHblic   (weekly),  454. 


vfings.  Gertrude  B.,  History  of  British 
Museum  library  (rev.),  202. 
Reading,  choice  of  (Gladstone),  1. 

—  lists,  see  Book  lists. 

—  the  indicator,  268. 

Reece.  Ernest  J.,  appointment,  204. 
Reese.  Rena.  Exchange  of  service,  364. 
Reference  lists,  see  Book  lists. 

—  work,  futile  questions  in,  59. 
Riverside  (Cal.)  library,  Carnegie  gi^^  ^02. 


service  school,  41,  344.  444. 

Roberts,  Flora  B.,  Do  they  [mounted  copies 
of  poems]  count  [in  library  statistics}? 
59. 

Robinson,  Julia  A.,  Summary  of  county  li- 
brary laws,  17. 

Roden,  C.  B.,  What  are  special  collections? 
232. 

Rosenthal,  Herman,  necrology,  129. 

Rotary  club.  ISS. 

Rush,  Charles  E.,  appointment,  259. 

St.  Joseph  (Mo.)  library,  report,  298,  353. 
.  St,  Louis  library,  bulletin  on  municipal  ac- 
tivities, 36;  civic  center  work,  390;  com- 
mittee on  work  with  schools,  350;  training 
school,  163,  395. 

St.  Paul  library,  new  building,  391,  401. 

college  club,  library  scholarship,  207. 

Salt  Lake  City,  library  activities,  80;  report, 
133. 

Salute  to  the  flag,  author  of,  338. 

San  Diego  library,  report,  260. 

San  Francisco  library,  new  building,  133. 

,  Mechanics'  institute  library,  report,  354. 

Sargeant,  William  H.,  death,  214, 

Saskatchewan,  library  activities,  113, 

Save  the  Dunes,  58. 

Scales,  Katherine,  Volunteer  work  in  chil- 
dren's room,  303. 

School  libraries.  Oklahoma,  170. 

—  room  decorations,  reading  list,  201. 

Science,  history,  list,  201. 

Scrap  book  specifications,  375. 

Sedaha  (Mo.)  library,  report,  453. 

Shackleton,  R„  Touring  Great  Britain  {un- 
der two  titles).  409, 

Sherman,  Miss  W.  E.,  appreciation,  255, 

Short  stories,  index,  159. 

.list  (Drury),  35, 

Sidney,  F.  H,.  Please  help  [the  Ivis.  Ken- 
tucky, library],  283. 

Siam,  national  library,  283. 

Simmons  college  library  school,  41.  84.  120. 
164,205,291,344,395,444, 

Sioux  City  library,  borrowers'  cards.  231. 

Skarsledt,  M..  appointment,  258. 

Sleneau,  Kathryne.  First  county  library  in 
Michigan,  365, 

Smith,  Faith  E„  ajjpointment,  259. 

Social  center,  Virginia,  Minn.,  42. 

Soldiers'  reading,  30S, 

Somerville  (Mass.)  library,  report.  255. 

South  Dakota  library  association,  meetings. 


32, 


-,  libra 


I,  214. 


South,  libraries  in,  201. 

Southern  conference  for  education  and 

dustry,  library  section,  meetings,  199. 
Spanish  books,  286. 
Special  collections  (Roden),  232. 
—  library      asso----~-        ^~-'  — 

meetings,  75. 
Springfield  (Mass.)  library,  report,  399. 
Statistics,  health  of  library  employes,  59. 
— .proportionate,   304. 
Steams.  Foster  W.,  appointment,  I2S. 


Eastern      district. 


„,„,.iL,Google 


Stevens,  Edward  F.,  conference  of  academic 

degree,  352. 
Stevenson,    Burton    £.,    How    to    be    well 

posted    [on  the   war],  281. 
Stinson,  Robert  B.,  library  gift,  65. 
Strohm,  Adam,  Btmg  fit,  135. 
Study  outline  series,  242. 
Subject-Index,  202. 
Subscription  books  [Ed.],  371. 
Sunday  school  libraries,  books  for,  list,  35.   . 

Drt,  401. 

;  printed  books 
5  (abst.),  ■*■ 

.    ..for  childr.  ., 

(N.  Y.)  library,  report,  172. 
.ily  library  school,  84.  164.  251,  345. 
395,  445. 

Tacoma  library,  government  of  funds.  304, 

408. 
Teacher  librarians.  99. 
Technical  books,  list,  339. 

(191fi),  list,  63. 

Temple,  Mabel,  Books  for  busy  children,  233, 
Tennessee  library  association,  meetings,  337, 
Texas,  county  library  law,  151. 
Textile  industries,  library  on,   116. 
Thain.  Mabel  Alice,  necrology,  374. 
Toronto  library,  report,  134,  298. 

—  library  institute,  meetings,  25. 
Traveler,  Inconsistencies    [in   treatment  of 

assistants],  57. 
Traveling  libraries,  description,   16. 
Trees  and  gardening,  ref.  list,  240. 
Trustees,  activities  oi  [Ed.],  60. 
— ,  authority  over  funds,  304,  408. 
—.responsibilities,  261,  273. 
Twin  City  library  club,  meetings,  200.  435. 

Univeraity  librarians,  midwinter  meeting,  72. 

—  libraries,  statistics  1915-16,  22. 

-U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education,  American  hiS' 
tory  course,  112. 

Utah  library  association,  meetings,  388. 

Utley,  George  B.,  The  financial  responsibil- 
ity of  the  library  trustee  to  the  commu- 
nity. 261;  Scrap  book  specifications,  Den- 
ver library.  375. 

— ,  H.  M.,  necrology,  106. 

Vaolions,  271. 

—,  statistics,  109. 

Vegetables,  cultivation,  reference  list.  285. 

Ventilation,  libraries,  59. 

Vermont  library  association,  meetings,  32. 

commission,  meetings.  32;  report,  351. 

Virginia  (Minn.),  social  center,  42. 


Virginia  state  library,  report,  214. 

Vocational  guidance,  book  list.  35. 

Voge.  A.  Law:  The  Decimal  classification, 
10;  Volunteers  for  classification  making, 
58;  The  D.  C.  advisory  committee,  14J. 

Waco  (Tex)   library,  report,  298. 
— ,  library  week,  145. 
Wadlin,  Horace  G.,  retirement,  89. 
Wakefield  (Mass.), library  gift,  128. 
War  against  war  exhibit,  13. 
War  books,  339. 

—  literature  standard  works,  281. 
— ,  librarians  and,  403. 

—  library  fund,  (Ed.),  411. 

—  literature,  (Ed.),  411. 
,anti-.  410. 

—  of  World,  books  on,  159. 

—  scrap  books,  specifications,  375. 
Washington      (state)      university      library 

schooF.  85,  120,  165.  247,  290,  396. 

Wearies,  An  experience  at  a  library,  12. 

Wesleyan  university,  Middletown  (Conn.), 
libraiT.  285. 

Western  Massachusetts  library  club,  meet- 
ings, 156,  386. 

—  Reserve  university,  Lemperly  book  plate 
collection,  193. 

,  library  school,  42,  85,  120,  165,  206. 

247,  290,  396,  445. 
Wharton,  Edith,  Summer,  369. 
Where  is  the  library  staff?  [Ed.],  103. 
White,  John  G.,  folklore  library,  229. 
— ,  M.  C.  G..  gift  to  Williams  college,  45. 
Wichita  Falls  (Texas),  library  bequest,  173. 
Wilcox,  Almira   R.,  A  mistaken  judgment 

[of  library  school  graduates],  366. 
Willard,  Elisa  M.,  appreciation,  352. 
Willey,  Earle  D.,  appointment,  211. 
Williams  college,  White  gift,  45. 
Williamsport  (Pa.),  Brown  library,  report, 

352. 
Wilson    Company    {H.    W.)    Technical    and 

industrial  books,  13;  publications,  cost,  68. 
Wing.  J.  M..  library  bequest,  172. 
Winsor,  Jusrin.  reminiscences  of,  180. 
Wisconsin  documents,  check  list,  116, 
^university  library  school,  86,  121,  165,  206, 

248,  397,  446. 

Wolfe.  Fannie,  A  little  tin  station— Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa.  186. 

Woodward  (Okla.)  library,  opening,  260. 

Worcester  library,  report,  255, 

Wright,  C.  T.  H.,  Books  for  Russian  pris- 
oners of  war  in  Germany.  275. 

— .  Purd  B..  The  sam<e  book,  101. 

Yoting,  Ella  Flagg,  memorial  of  service,  37. 
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Cultural  Reading  and  Arousing 
Interest  in  tiie  Library 
Eleanor  J.  Gladatonc,  B.  L.,  Carleton  col- 
lege, Northficld,  Hiim. 
There  are,  I  believe,  there  always  have 
been,  many  misapprehensions  as  to  what 
the  cultivated  man  or  woman  really  is. 
Many  well  meaning  individuals  consider 
the  term  "cultured"  to  mean  a  being 
wholly  devoted  to  books  and  reading,  an 
individual  far  too  enlightened  to  asso- 
ciate with  the  "common  herd."  The  tenn 
cultured  immediately  frightens  the  ordi- 
nary mortal  who  has  been  less  fortunate 
than  his  cultured  brother  or  sister,  fright- 
ens him,  all  because  he  has  the  wrong 
idea.  Let  him  get  the  proper  conception 
of  the  word,  let  him  grasp  the  ideal  as 
set  forth  by  Dr  Eliot,  who  says  the  cul- 
tured man  is  "a  man  of  quick  percep- 
tions, of  broad  sympathies  and  wide  af- 
finities, responsive,  but  independent,  self- 
reliant  but  deferential,  loving  truth  and 
candor,  but  also  moderation  and  propor- 
tion, courageous  but  gentle,  not  finished 
but  perfecting."  Cultured,  indeed,  but 
not  exclusive,  let  him  I  say,  get  this  idea 
and  he  must  at  once  see  here  is  something 
to  be  desired,  a  something  which  harks 
back  to  the  earliest  times.  A  something 
of  which  Cicero  said  "Where  to  uncom- 
mon and  distinguished  natural  talent, 
there  is  added  a  certain  training,  culture, 
and  learning,  then,  there  is  wont  to  arise 
something  pre-eminent  and  unique." 
Books  have  at  all  times  portrayed  life 
in  some  of  its  phases  and  it  is  easily  con- 
ceded that  all  great  men  and  women  have 
been  influenced  by  the  reading  of  good 
books.  In  evidence  of  this  we  have  the 
testimony  of  such  men  as  Gibbon,  who 


said  he  inherited  from  his  aunt  "an  in- 
vincible love  of  reading,"  Fenelon  who 
said  "If  the  kingdoms  of  all  Europe  were 
laid  at  my  feet  in  exchange  for  my  love  ■ 
of  reading,  I  would  spurn  them  all."  Sir 
John  Lubbock,  author  of  the  "Pleasures 
of  Life,"  said  in  regard  to  the  training 
of  the  mind,  "The  body  ceases  to  grow  in 
a  few  years,  but  the  mind,  if  we  will, 
may  grow  almost  as  long  as  life  lasts." 

Life  is  too  short  to  depend  upon  one's 
own  experience.  Hence  all  live  minds 
have  sought  companionship  with  the  mas- 
ters of  literature.  Homer,  Dante,  Shakes- 
peare and  Goethe,  but  in  a  limited  paper 
it  is  impossible  to  attempt  to  give  even  a 
partial  list  of  names,  for  I  should  have 
each  auditor  rising  up  with  his  favorite 
and  crying  "don't  forget  Plato,  Cicero, 
Milton,  Addison,  Tennyson,  Herschel, 
Darwin,  Locke,"  and  so  on  ad  infinitum. 
And  true  it  is,  when  we  glance  at  the 
splendid  galaxy  of  names  we  are  indeed 
in  the  quandary  of  Mrs  Stuart's  "Jessi- 
kiah  Brown"  when  choosing  a  wife.  No 
sooner  did  he  think  of  one,  than  his  mind 
reverted  to  many  others  of  equal  fascina- 
tion, till  at  last  he  moaned  "Look  lak  I 
must  be  a  'Mormondizer'  and  wants  'em 
all."  And  so  with  poets,  scientists,  phil- 
osophers, religious  writers,  novelists,  art- 
ists, explorers,  "We  wants  'em  all"  to 
make  the  rounded  character.  Dr  Jow- 
ett,  that  great  English  scholar,  of  whom 
the  couplet  ran : 

I  am  master  of  this  college. 

What  /  know  not  is  not  Imowledge. 
said  that  in  his  opinion  the  teaching  of 
morals,  in  the  coming  age,  would  be  by 
biography.     Not   an   unreasonable   idea 
when  one  considers  the  inspiration  to  be 
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gained  from  the  lives  of  our  old  Bible 
heroes,  from  the  pioneers  in  new  coun- 
tries, from  men  and  women  of  the  calibre 
of  Lincoln,  John  Brown,  Phillip  Brooks, 
Frances  E.  Willard,  Jane  Addams,  Dr 
Graham  Taylor  and  Dr  Grenfell,  and  of 
any  other  man  and  woman  of  character, 
whom  you  may  choose  to  select. 

Books,  then,  must  enter  into  the  life 
of  a  cultivated  man  or  woman; — for  a 
truly  cultivated  being  wishes  both  to 
know  and  to  do.  If  he  would  serve  men, 
he  must  know  men,- — not  only  men  of 
today,  but  men  of  all  ages.  If  he  would 
cope  with  the  problems  of  his  day,  he 
must  not  only  know  the  problems  of  his 
day  but  the  problems  of  days  gone  by 
and  how  they  were  solved,  with  what 
feelings  his  predecessors  attacked  the  tan- 
gles which  were  presented  to  them  to  un- 
ravel. So,  contrasting  his  own  tasks  and 
problems  with  those  of  others,  he  may 
take  courage. 

To  him  who  loves  books,  to  him  so 
fortunate  as  to  have  literary  ancestors  it 
is  not  necessary  to  enumerate  the  bene- 
fits accruing  from  a  love  of  books.  But 
what  shall  we  say  to  him  who  has  not 
been  fortunate  in  his  ancestors  nor  his 
training,  to  him  "who  knows  not  that  he 
knows  not,"  what  shall  we  assure  him  he 
may  hope  for  from  a  knowledge  and  a 
love  of  books?  First  and  primarily  it 
re-creates  his  mind — it  gives  him  some- 
thing to  work  upon — something  to  take 
him  out  of  himself,  it  enables  him  to  see 
his  little  round,  his  tn'als,  his  discourage- 
ments are  not  unique,  he  sees  his  kinship 
with  the  whole  round  world.  He  may  be 
limited  in  surroundings  so  that  he  has 
few  friends,  but  through  his  reading  he 
may  associate  with  the  best  the  world 
affords.  One  who  reads  widely  will  soon 
find  himself  sympathizing  widely.  Will 
he  not  find  traits  of  character  which  will 
live  in  his  memory,  which  will  create 
in  him  a  desire  to  emulate?  May  he  not 
find  himself  living  on  a  little  higher  plane, 
striving  not  to  be  less  noble  than  his  book 
companions?  Does  he  find  his  ideals 
being  dulled  by  "the  slings  and  arrows" 
of  misfortune  ?  Let  him  turn  to  the  pages 
of  a  heroic  struggle,  be  it  truth  or  fiction, 
the  encouragement  comes,  to  push   on. 


One  of  our  recent  writers  has  divided  life 
into  three  activities,  namely, — getting  a 
livelihood,  "living"  or  "getting  good  and 
doing  good,"  "life"  or  "cultivation  of  the 
soul. '  It  would  seem  not  an  unreason- 
able division  and  each  division  would 
truly  require  the  knowledge  of  books.  A 
machinist  should  not  be  compelled  to  be  a 
machine,  nor  yet,  a  bookkeeper  only  to 
know  figures,  and  how  great  is  the  need 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  mind  for  him 
or  for  her  who  is  busy  day  in  and  day  out 
engaged  in  piece  work,  making  the  same 
manner  of  thing  always  with  no  varia- 
tion! 

In  passing  we  are  constrained  to  say: 
Delightful  indeed,  are  books  for  the  book 
lover,  but  how  much  greater  the  benefit 
for  him,  who  through  environment  knows 
nothing  of  the  joys  of  life,  he  who 
through  illness  must  be  much  by  him- 
self, he  who  through  mistaken  notions  of 
right  and  wrong  has  been  shut  away  in 
prisons,  he  who  must  pass  a  cheerless 
old  age.  Readily  come  to  mind  the  thou- 
sands who  might  have  been  saved  from 
unnecessary  evils  had  they  known  the 
value  of  reading,  thousands  who  might 
have  been — yea — thousands  who  may  be 
if  in  some  way,  lovers  of  books,  and  chief 
among  them  librarians,  can  only  so  put 
themselves  and  their  wares  at  the  dis- 
posal of  those  who  most  need  them. 
Truly  we  may  expect  much  of  books, 
books  we  must  have,  hence  libraries,  pri- 
vate libraries,  public  libraries  and  col- 
lege libraries. 

It  is  a  far  cry  from  the  days  described 
by  a  writer  in  the  Atlantic  Monthly  when 
young  people  were  reading  Darwin's 
"Origin  of  the  species,"  and  "Greene's 
Short  history"  Just  for  pleasure  and 
when  the  three  regular  forms  of  enter- 
tainment were  reading,  the  art  of  con- 
versation, and  letter  writing,  to  today 
with  its  cheap  theaters,  automobile  driv- 
ing and  the  "movies."  The  library  and 
the  librarian  has  much  to  contend  with, 
but  the  library  is  striving  nobly  to  carry 
out  the  statement  made  by  Dr  Bostwick 
that  "whatever  the  public  wants,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  public  library  to  supply,"  and 
we  find  some  libraries  conducting  classes 
in  technical  work,  some  conducting  yearly 
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lecture  courses,  and  Christmas  festivals, 
others  making  a  point  to  have  all  kinds 
of  railroad  information,  and  acting  in 
general  as  an  information  bureau.  An- 
other library  has  pianola  records  to  lend. 
A  recent  venture  in,  interesting  people  in 
the  public  library  is  made  by  the  Min- 
neapolis public  library  by  a  series  of 
articles  under  the  caption  "What's  wrong 
with  the  library,"  various  people  having 
Iwen  asked  to  write  articles  of  construc- 
tive criticism,  to  which  the  librarian  re- 
plies. The  method  of  question  and  an- 
swer seems  an  excellent  way  of  dissem- 
minating  information  and  the  librarian 
has  thus  been  able  to  place  a  great  deal 
of  valuable  information  before  the  pub- 
lic and  she  has  created  a  lively  interest. 
Another  excellent  feature  now  in  prep- 
aration is  the  preparing  of  lists  of  books 
for  foreigners  to  be  distributed  at  the 
night  schools. 

In  St.  Paul,  the  local  newspapers  are 
being  used  extensively,  also  the  privileges 
of  the  library  are  being  emphasized  in 
schools,  clubs  and  industrial  institutions. 
The  Catholic  Bulletin  is  publishing  a  list 
of  the  Catholic  books  in  the  library,  the 
Minnesota  Utiiati  Advocate  is  publish- 
ing a  list  on  labor,  while  other  papers  are 
publishing  lists  of  the  German  and  Swed- 
ish books  available.  The  editors  of  the 
high  school  magazines  are  interesting 
themselves  in  publishing  a  library  num- 
ber. Plans  are  being  made  for  a  story 
teller's  league,  a  drama  league,  and  for 
aiding  various  organizations  in  music, 
art,  and  the  study  of  local  history.  Ques- 
tionnaires have  been  sent  out  to  stimu- 
late interest  and  to  obtain  information 
which  may  be  of  service  in  the  admin- 
istration of  the  library.  The  elevators 
of  the  higher  buildings  and  the  space  in 
street  cars  are  being  employed  for  ad- 
vertising. 

One  of  much  wider  library  experience 
than  the  writer,  upon  being  asked  what 
she  would  suggest  for  arousing  interest 
in  the  library.  replied^"the  only  way  is 
to  have  an  attractive  hbrary.  attractive 
books  and  an  attractive  librarian."  Yet, 
with  those  three  things  granted  not  all  the 
people  come,  either  to  public  or  college 


library,  whom  we  would  like  to  see. 
There  are  various  reasons  which  keep 
people  away — they  are  too  timid,  they 
don't  know  about  the  advantages,  they 
suppose  libraries  are  only  for  those 
who  are  educated,  they  fear  they 
are  not  well  enough  dressed,  they 
fear  the  administration.  Not  ex- 
cepting library  training  and  executive 
ability.  I  believe  the  most  necessary  asset 
of  any  library,  is  to  have  some  one  who 
is  interested  in  people,  all  kinds  and  con- 
ditions, and  who  has  time  to  show  that 
interest,  and  who,  at  the  same  time  loves 
l>ooks  for  what  they  can  do  for  "all  sorts 
and  conditions  of  men."  I  believe  there 
should  be  some  one  who  is  devoted  truly, 
to  finding  the  right  book  for  the  right  per- 
son. I  believe  this  to  be  necessary  in 
any  library  but  especially  necessary  in  the 
public  library.  I  know  not  if  it  be  true 
of  the  public  library,  but  true  it  is  of  the 
college  library  that  after  a  careful  search, 
when  the  exact  article  to  suit  the  case 
has  been  found  the  student  remarks  most 
naively  "Oh  can't  you  find  me  something 
shorterf"  Trying?  No,  I  still  maintain 
that  to  this  "proper-spirited"  person,  be 
.'she  librarian,  assistant  or  what  not,  it 
does  not  matter;  for,  either  she  had  the 
delight  of  knowing  on  the  instant  where 
to  find  the  subject  or  the  still  greater  de- 
light of  a  search  rewarded,  which  is 
equal  to  the  delight  of  a  problem  solved. 
N'o,  the  pleasure  is  there,  for  the  libra- 
rian, no  matter  what  the  attitude  of  the 
patron ;  for.  library  work  is  like  the 
sport  ofhunting  with  the  added  insurance 
you  will  always  bag  some  game. 

In  the  matter  of  tempting  our  patrons, 
in  a  college  library,  the  patrons  naturally 
are  composed,  for  the  greater  part,  of 
faculty  members  and  students,  added  to 
whom,  in  our  own  library  are  the  min- 
isters, public  school  teachers  and  club 
women. 

For  ministers  and  busy  faculty  mem- 
bers, it  is  a  privilege  and  pleasure  to  call 
their  attention  to  some  new  magazine  ar- 
ticle or  to  some  new  book  just  suited  to 
their  line  of  work,  or  indeed,  often  to 
call  their  attention  to  some  book  in  some 
widely  different  field  but  yet,  a  book  or 
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story  which  will  bring  refreshment  as 
suited  perhaps  to  their  inclinations  and, 
let  me  say,  I  would  always  include  good 
short  stories,  Mr  Crothers  and  his  jest- 
ing to  the  contrary,  for  ofttimes  just  in 
a  nutshell,  one  gets  a  splendid  bit  of 
character. — for  example,  "On  the  ragged 
edge  of  forty,"  appearing  recently  in 
Scribner's,  certainly  gives  the  middle- 
aged  just  the  hope  and  courage  they  need. 

For  the  women's  clubs  in  town,  and  the 
young  women's  clubs  in  college  a  knowl- 
edge of  some  recent  books,  or  articles 
such  as  "Within  prison  walls,"  "The  Jon- 
athan papers,"  "At  the  sign  of  the  Hobby 
Horse,"  Katherine  Bement  Davis'  "Work 
in  reform,"  short  stories  of  character  as 
Susan  Glaspell's  "Lifted  masks"  all  form 
excellent  opportunity  to  interest  and  fur- 
nish them  subjects  for  programs.  One 
becomes  so  much  more  interested  too, 
if  the  speaker  herself,  has  a  keen  interest 
in  what  she  is  advocating.  It  is  unfor- 
tunate that  boys  and  girls  are  coming  to 
college  every  year  with  no  adequate  prep- 
aration in  literature  or  the  love  of  litera- 
ture, yet  they  may  be  interested  by  dip- 
ping into  some  book  and  telling  them  a 
bit  and  then  as  Uncle  Remus  says,  when 
for  very  good  reasons  he  doesn't  wish  to 
go  further  "dat's  all  de  fur  de  tale  goes," 
let  them  go  on  to  find  out  for  themselves. 
Students  most  assuredly  could  be  gently 
led  to  a  taste  for  travel  through  such 
books  as  "Your  United  States"  and 
"Abroad  at  home." 

I  suppose  every  college  has  with  them 
always  banqueters  and  toasters.  There 
is  an  excellent  opportunity  to  aid  students 
in  preparing  their  toasts,  leading  them  to 
see  the  possibilities  that  come  in  the  op- 
portunity to  make  a  bright  little  speech 
yet  one  which  may  have  a  kernel  of 
wheat,  the  searching  for  just  the  right 
story,  the  fact  that  this  well  known  man 
or  that  bright  woman  used  this  or  that, 
the  turning  over  of  books  of  quotations, 
the  fact  that  such  and  such  a  poet  said 
this  or  that,  may  all  help  to  call  their  at- 
tention to  unknown  writers,  living  or 
dead.  In  our  college  library  we  may  well 
have  our  new  books  in  a  conspicuous 
place,  we  may  have  our  college  paper,  if 


it  is  not  too  filled  with  athletics  which  is 
too  apt  to  be  the  case,  publish  a  list  of 
our  additions,  we  may  well  have  our  list 
of  books  labelled  "Books  worth  while," 
but  it  all  narrows  down  to  the  person- 
ality of  that  member  of  the  library  corps 
who  has  the  great  privilege  of  talking 
with  the  individual  and  directing  his  read- 
ing. To  be  ideal,  I  believe  every  member 
of  a  library  corps  should  love  people  per 
se,  and  love  books ;  let  those  be  his  quali- 
fications and  sooner  or  later  he  must  in- 
terest his  patrons. 

A  very  pretty  definition  of  the  college 
library  has  been  thus  stated — "A  blessed 
company  of  immortals  giving  daily  and 
hourly  receptions  at  which  the  librarian 
is  master  of  ceremonies  charged  with 
seeing  that  each  guest  meets  and  has  the 
opportunity  for  long  quiet  conference 
with  the  one  he  most  desires  to  know." 
This  being  true  much  indeed  depends 
upon  the  "Keeper  of  the  books." 


The  Book  Symposium  and  Its  Reason 
for  Being* 
Librarianship  is  a  fascinating  but  a 
dangerous  business.  I  am  thinking  of 
the  danger  which  lies  in  browsing — in 
browsing  as  we  practice  it,  if  I  may 
use  a  word  with  such  delightful  sug- 
gestions for  what  is  part  of  our  purely 
professional  routine.  In  rapidly  look- 
ing over  books  to  judge  of  their  value 
for  others,  we  run  the  risk  of  deceiving 
ourselves  into  thinking  we  have  actu- 
ally read  the  books,  into  thinking  we 
have  assimilated  while  we  have  in 
reality  only  tasted.  Now  the  real  book 
lover  does  much  book  tasting,  quite 
legitimately,  but  he  usually  does  it 
with  the  intention  of  finding  something 
to  read^ — to  read  through,  I  mean.  The 
browser  is  the  happiest  of  beings. 
Some  of  us  would  perhaps  be  willing 
to  confess  that  we  were  drawn  to  our 
work  by  the  opportunity  it  seemed  to 
promise  of  unlimited  indulgence  in  our 
favorite  pastime,  of  making  over,  so 
to  speak,  our  play  into  our  work.  We 
found  soon  enough  that  our  browsing 


Dinitizi^dbyGoOgle 


Public     Librar 


had  to  be  done  somewhat  differently. 
In  our  minds  there  are  other  thoughts 
than  those  which  send  the  care-free 
reader  to  the  book  shelves.  Not  for 
ourselves  but  for  others  we  weigh  and 
choose ;  and  is  there  not  at  least  a 
chance  that  in  some  minds  the  profes- 
sional motive  will  finally  crowd  out 
entirely  the  personal  one,  that  for  some 
librarians  genuine  enthusiasm  in  re- 
gard to  particular  books  will  become 
less  and  less  possible?  Familiarity 
does  sometimes  breed  indifference.  If 
that  is  often  the  case  with  us,  we  are 
sacrificing — unnecessarily — one  of  life's 
keen  delights.  I  say  unnecessarily  be- 
cause the  danger  can  be  guarded 
against.  The  librarian  of  all  people 
needs  to  preserve  his  personal  enthu- 
siasms, to  read  and  reread  his  favorite 
author,  his  favorite  book,  and  to  read 
on  his  favorite  subject,  without  forever 
considering  the  author,  the  book,  or  the 
subject  in  relation  to  other  readers 
than  himself.  In  this  case  as  in  so 
many  others  a  touch  of  egoism  makes 
for  a  truer  altruism.  It  is  the  book  en- 
thusiast who  is  likely  to  make  book 
enthusiasts  of  others,  not  the  one  who 
has  forgotten  what  it  means  to  be  him- 
self utterly  absorbed,  what  it  means  to 
enter  with  heart  and  mind  and  soul 
into  the  spirit,  the  innermost  meaning 
of  a  book. 

None  of  us  needs  to  be  reminded  that 
the  material  we  handle  is  not  books  as 
represented  by  call  numbers,  but  books 
as  they  represent  ideas.  But  I  think 
we  do  need  sometimes  to  remind  our- 
selves that  this  material  is  (or  us  per- 
sonally as  well  as  for  the  men  and 
women  to  whom  we  are  ministering. 
We  have  our  book-talks  at  library 
meetings  in  order  to  prove  to  ourselves 
that  the  personal  relation  between 
books  and  librarians  may  and  does 
exist;  that,  in  spite  of  the  distractions 
of  catalogs  and  charging  systems  and 
publicity  methods,  books  may  retain, 
do  retain,  a  genuine  vitality  for  us. 
This,  I  take  it,  is  what  book-symposi- 
ums are  for. 

Emma  Felsenthal. 

University  of  Illinois. 


A  Debtor  to  His  Profession* 

Certification  of  libraruuis 
I  hold  every  man  a  debtor  to  his  profei- 
sion;  from  the  which  as  men  of  course  do 
seek  to  receive  countenance  and  profit,  so 
ought  they  of  duly  to  endeavor  themselves 
by  way  of  amends  to  be  a  help  and  orna- 
ment thereunto. 

Have  we  yet  come  to  the  place  where 
librarianshtp  can  be  called  a  profession? 
A  young  man  who  expects  to  practice 
medicine  now  finds  it  necessary  to  take 
a  college  degree  and  three  or  four  years 
of  special  study  at  a  recognized  medical 
school.  After  this  training  he  still  has 
the  state  examinations  to  pass  before  he 
is  permitted  to  practice.  In  law  similar 
preparation  is  required.  For  those 
choosing  to  become  ministers  some  spe- 
cial study  is  necessary.  Teachers  as  a 
class '  perhaps  come  nearer  to  librarians 
than  the  others  mentioned.  Yet  in  many 
states  no  teacher  can  legally  be  em- 
ployed unless  he  presents  evidence  of 
general  education  and  of  some  special 
knowledge  as  shown  by  a  diploma  from 
a  recognized  school  or  by  an  examina- 
tion. 

What  preparation  is  exacted  from 
those  who  wish  to  become  librarians? 
From  some  not  even  a  high  school  edu- 
cation ;  from  others  graduation  from 
high  school,  from  still  others  graduation 
from  a  four  years'  college  course.  Pro- 
fessional preparation  varies  as  widely; 
from  those  having  none  whatever  to  ap- 
prenticeship of  different  lengths  of  time 
in  a  library,  or  attendance  at  a  summer 
library  school  or  a  year  or  two  at  a  rec- 
ognized library  school.  Until  there  is 
some  uniformity  required  by  law,  both 
in  general  education  and  in  the  so-called 
professional  preparation,  which  approxi- 
mates to  some  degree  the  preparation  re- 
quired by  the  learned  professions  of  law 
and  of  medicine,  librarianship  has  Httle 
right  to  be  called  a  profession ;  it  must 
be  content  with  being  called  a  vocation. 
Teaching,  closely  allied  with  librarian- 
ship,  is  considered  by  some  of  the  lead- 
ers among  the  teachers  as  not  yet  having 
attained  to  the   dignity  of  a  profession, 

•President's  address  at  meeting  of  Illi- 
nois library  association,  Ottawa,  October 
11,  1916. 
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because  of  the  low  educational  require- 
ments both  general  and  special;  yet  in 
teaching  there  are  certain  qualifications 
which  must  be  met  by  the  prospective 
teacher  and  these  are  often  tested  by 
examination. 

Higher  standards  both  in  general  and 
in  technical  education  are  urgently 
needed  for  libra  rianship,  with  state  cer- 
tification required  by  law.  What  would 
be  the  requirements  of  a  workable  cer- 
tificating law  for  hbrarians?  Certificates 
of  different  grades,  both  for  general  and 
for  technical  education,  should  be  pro- 
vided for  librarians  of  the  smallest  li- 
braries, for  medium-sized  libraries  and 
for  the  largest  ■  libraries  as  well  as  for 
heads  of  departments  in  large  libraries 
and  for  the  more  important  assistants  in 
the  different  departments.  Many  posi- 
tions of  assistants  both  in  large  and  in 
small  libraries  would  be  considered 
clerical  and  consequently  would  need  no 
certification.  Provision  should  be  made 
so  that  a  person  holding  a  low-grade  cer- 
tificate might  be  enabled  to  obtain  one  of 
higher  grade  after  more  experience  and 
study.  The  certificate  of  the  lowest 
grade,  requiring  small  educational  and 
technical  qualifications  should  be  non-re- 
newable after  a  short  term  of  years  in 
order  that  those  who  do  not  advance  in 
general  and  special  knowledge  of  li- 
brarianship  may  be  dropped  auto- 
matically. 

The  agency  for  granting  these  cer- 
tificates might  be  either  a  board,  with 
special  qualifications,  or  the  Illinois  li- 
brary extension  commission.  Without 
doubt  the  tendency  of  such  a  law  would 
be  to  raise  the  standard  of  tibrarianship 
and  to  prevent  to  some  extent  the  ap- 
pointment of  librarians  for  purely  poli- 
tical reasons.  Objections  to  such  a  law 
undoubtedly  will  be  raised,  hut  I  do  not 
see  what  objection  there  is  against  state 
certification  of  librarians  any  more  than 
against  state  certification  of  teachers, 
lawyers,  or  doctors.  Librarians  them- 
selves should  be  the  ones  to  advocate 
higher  standards  because  of  the  greater 
dignity  and  honor  of  belonging  to  a 
calling  which  has  some  definite  require- 
ments. 


Closely  related  to  the  problem  of  rais- 
ing the  standard  of  entrance  into  li- 
brarianship  is  the  question  of  raising  the 
standard  of  those  engaged  in  library 
work.  I  presume  each  one  of  us  here 
attempts  to  read  at  least  one  library  pe- 
riodical regularly.  In  this  periodical 
literature  is  the  record  of  recent  progress, 
the  attempts  at  bettering  the  service  ren- 
dered the  public,  the  inspiring  addresses 
delivered  at  different  meetings.  It  is  the 
only  way  most  of  us  have  of  keeping  up 
with  library  progress.  Besides  the  maga- 
zines there  are  certain  books  relating  to 
our  work  which  are  worth  reading. 
Those  of  us  far  from  book  centers  need 
the  help  of  authoritative  fists  of  recom- 
mended books  in  order  to  make  the  best 
possible  selection.  Besides  the  so-called 
professional  literature,  there  is  the  vast 
literature  both  of  knowledge  and  of 
power  with  some  part  of  which  we,  as 
librarians,  should  be  acquainted  and  our 
acquaintance  should  be  constantly  in- 
creasing. Its  vastness  is  discouraging 
but  each  one  needs  to  choose  the  part 
most  interesting  and  appealing  to  him- 
self. 

To  those  already  in  library  work  at- 
tendance at  a  recognized  library  school 
or  at  a  summer  library  school  does 
much  to  increase  the  effectiveness  of 
their  work.  Anyone  having  the  basis 
of  practical  experience  gains  wide 
knowledge  from  such  a  course.  Insti- 
tutes offer  a  good  opportunity  to  get 
help  in  the  everyday  problems  of  li- 
brary work.  In  the  future  I  hope  it 
will  be  possible  for  Illinois  to  have 
more  institutes.  Visits  to  other  li- 
braries offer  a  means  of  help  open  to  all. 
If  one  is  alert  for  new  ideas  such  visits 
prove  of  great  value.  Sometimes  the 
instances  seen  of  what  not  to  do  are 
fully  as  useful  as  the  new  ideas  of  what 
to  do.  Some  danger  lies  in  the  ten- 
dency to  adopt  new  methods  without 
adequate  consideration  as  to  whether 
they  will  prove  best  in  solving  the 
questions  involved. 

State  supervision  seems  to  me  one 
of  the  most  effective  and  practical 
means  of  improving  the  standard  of 
librarians  in  service.     To  have  a  sym- 
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pathetic  and  enthusiastic  visitor  come 
and  look  over  one's  own  library,  com- 
mending where  approval  is  deserved, 
and  giving  certain  definite  suggestions 
as  to  how  the  service  may  be  improved 
in  different  directions  cannot  help  but 
be  of  much  practical  use. 

Attendance  at  the  annual  meetings 
of  the  American  hbrary  association 
and  of  the  Illinois  library  association 
has  its  share  in  aiding  the  librarian  in 
service.  Meeting  iis  one  does  others 
engaged  in  the  same  work  and  talk- 
ing over  different  problems  helps 
clarify  one's  own  ideas  and  gives  new 
zest  for  going  on. 

In  the  last  analysis  the  problem  of 
helping  librarians  in  .service  is  to  put 
in  each  one's  consciousness  the  con- 
viction that  it  depends  on  himself 
whether  he  is  to  advance  or  to  retro- 
grade in  his  chosen  work.  May  none 
of  us  be  guilty  of  the  sin  of  being  con- 
tent with  little  things. 

If  it  is  true,  as  Morris  says,  that 
"art  is  the  expression  by  man  of  his 
pleasure  in  labor,"  I  think  that  most 
librarians  can  be  called  artists  in  this 
sense.  As  1  recall  different  conversa- 
tions with  librarians,  I  remember  very 
few  who  did  not  express  in  some  way 
the  pleasure  taken  in  their  work.  Still, 
I  think  it  is  worth  while  to  quote  from 
an  editorial  in  the  Dial  of  May  16,  1914 : 

One  of  the  most  disheartening  features 
of  our  modern  life  is  the  tendency,  on  the 
part  of  public  servants,  to  reduce  their  re- 
lations with  Ihe  community  to  a  basis  of 
dollars  and  cents.  For  in  such  cases  as 
these  the  opportunity  for  service  is  every- 
thing, and  the  personal  reward  should  count 
for  less  than  nothing  to  persons  who  would 
keep  their  patriotism  free  from  suspicion. 
Even  the  daily  worker,  dependent  upon  his 
wages  for  support,  should  find  his  chief 
satisfaction  in  performing  the  most  work 
possible,  and  of  the  best  quality  of  which 
he  is  capable,  rather  than  in  the  contents 
of  his  pay  envelope.  The  work  is  the  thing. 
and  its  reward  only  the  accident;  and  yet 
we  find  the  progress  of  most  industrial  na- 
tions hampered  by  the  purblind  course  of 
their  workers,  intent  chiefly  upon  doing  the 
smallest  possible  amount  of  work  that  will 
suffice  to  keep  them  at  their  jobs.  And 
thus  we  find  it  in  all  walks  of  life:  the 
thought  of  the  pay  comes  first,  and  the 
quality  of  the  performance  is  only  second- 


ary. The  preacher  in  his  pulpit,  the  teacher 
at  his  desk,  the  writer  in  his  study,  the 
lawyer  or  the  physician  in  his  office,  are 
each  and  all  preoccupied  with  the  thought 
of  what  their  labor  is  to  bring  them  in  ma- 
terial returns  rather  than  with  the  conscious 
joy  that  comes  from  doing  things  as  they 
should  be  done.  There  are  of  course  ex- 
ceptions to  this  sweeping  condemnation — 
all  sweeping  statements  about  human  na- 
ture have  their  exceptions — but  the  general 
attitude  of  men  to  their  appointed  labors 
is  discouragingty  apparent.  Can  it  then  be 
wondered  that,  with  this  unwholesome  tem- 
per of  the  genera!  mind,  life  should  seem 
dull  and  joyless  to  most  men  and  women? 
Will  they  never  team  that  the  one  univer- 
sal and  unfailing  spring  of  joy  is  in  the 
exercise  of  the  faculties  to  the  fullest  effect 
and  with  the  largest  result.  This  is  equally 
true  of  Ihe  statesman  and  the  bricklayer, 
and  either  will  miss  the  meaning  of  life  if 
satisfaction  in  the  material  returns  from  his 
labors  Alls  a  larger  place  in  his  conscious- 
ness than  pride  in  the  amount  and  quality 
of  his  achievement." 

I  wish  to  direct  your  attention  to  a 
recent  book  by  John  Erskine,  associate 
professor  of  English  in  Columbia  uni- 
versity, called  The  moral  obligation 
to  he  intelligent,  the  first  essay  giving 
to  the  book  its  title.  I  wish  every  one 
would  read  this  book  because  of  its 
mental  stimulation,  in  the  first  essay 
the  author  begins  by  raising  the  ques- 
tion, When  the  wise  man  brings  his 
list  of  our  genuine  admirations,  will 
intelligence  be  one  of  them?  By  many 
examples  from  literature  he  shows  that 
the  disposition  is  to  consider  intelli- 
gence a  peril.  I  quote  from  parts  of  the 
last  section ; 

We  really  seek  intelligence  not  for  the 
answers  it  may  suggest  to  ihe-problems  of 
life,  but  because  we  believe  it  is  life,— not 
for  aid  in  making  the  will  of  God  prevail, 
but  because  we  believe  it  is  the  will  of  God. 
We  love  it,  as  we  love  virtue,  for  its  own 
sake,  and  we  believe  it  is  only  virtue's  other 
and  more  precise  name.  .  .  But  all  that 
inteUigence  has  accomplished  dwindles  in 
comparison  with  the  vision  it  suggests  and 
warrants.  Beholding  this  long  liberation  of 
the  human  spirit,  we  foresee,  in  every  new 
light  of  the  mind,  one  unifying  mind,  where- 
in the  human  race  shall  know  its  destiny 
and  proceed  to  it  with  satisfaction  as  an 
idea  moves  to  its  proper  conclusion;  we 
conceive  of  intelligence  at  last  as  the  in- 
finite order,  wherein  man.  when  he  enters 
it,  shall  find  himself. 

Meanwhile  he  continues  to  find  his  vir- 
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tues  by  successive  insights  into  his  needs. 
Let  us  cultivate  insight. 

O  Wisdom  of  the  Most  High, 

That  reaches!  from  the  beginning  to  the 

And  dost  order  all  things  in  strength  and 
grace, 

Teach  us  now  the  way  of  understanding. 

The  second  essay  is  entitled,  The  call 
to  service;  here  the  author  indicates 
"What  are  the  sig^s  of  true  .=ervice 
and  what  are  the  signs  of  sotnething 
else  that  masquerades  in  its  name?"  I 
quote : 

But  to  be  truly  serviceable  is  our  loftiest 
ambition.  The  service  we  dream  of  is  such 
education,  such  religion,  such  science,  as 
will  increase  in  all  men  the  abundance  of 
life.  The  method  we  dream  of  is  such  an 
illustration  of  religion  or  science  or  scholar- 
ship in  our  own  lives  as  will  increase  in 
others  a  hunger  for  the  same  spiritual  sus- 
tenance. To  make  this  illustration,  we  must 
first  cultivate  religion  or  science  or  scholar- 
ship in  ourselves.  .  .  .  Seek  truth  or  seek 
goodness  for  yourselves,  if  you  wish  others 
to  have  it.  If  you  rise  to  your  own  stature, 
you  will  thereby  perform  all  the  service  you 
could  desire — you  will  help  others  to  rise. 
,  .  .  For  this  we  must  be  patient  and  with 
becoming  care  make  ourselves  ready;  it  is 
required  of  us  only  that  we  be  productive 
of  good  at  last.  .  .  .  This  is  the  true  call 
to  service — not,  "The  world  is  wailing  for 
you — come  and  help  it;"  but,  "Are  you  fit 
to  serve?  Do  you  know  how  to  live  your 
own  life?  ...  If  the  ramparts  need  re- 
building, take  counsel  of  those  ancient  men 
who  after  long  captivity  raised  again  the 
walls    of  Jerusalem.     Every    man    buitt    in 
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Library  Exhibits 
Editor,  Public  Libraries  : 

In  Public  Libraries  for  November, 
I  read  an  account  of  a  library  exhibit 
at  Wheaton,  111.,  made  up  of  butter- 
flies which  had  been  caught  and  mount- 
ed by  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  town ; 
and  it  occurred  to  me  that  similar  re- 
ports from  other  libraries  might  be  of 
interest. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  school 
year,  while  fall  flowers  were  still 
blooming,  we  had  on  exhibition  for  one 
week  at  the  Public  library,  in  Jackson- 
ville, Illinois,  a  collection  of  some  250 
wild  flowers,  weeds  and  grasses,  which 
had   been   collected,   pressed,   analized 


and  mounted  by  a  boy  in  the  high- 
school  here.  Several  hundred  people 
were  interested  enough  either  in  the 
novelty  of  the  exhibit  or  in  the  flowers 
themselves  to  visit  the  lecture-room, 
where  the  display  was  arranged,  and 
were  unanimous  in  their  praise  of  the 
work  and  their  enjoyment  of  the  edu- 
cational side  of  the  exhibit.  It  had 
been  previously  announced  in  the  high- 
school  and  upper  grades,  the  newspa- 
pers had  made  mention  of  it  more  than 
once,  and  so  the  interest  had  been 
aroused  to  the  point  where  teachers 
had  arranged  to  bring  their  classes  to 
see  the  flowers  at  the  time  of  the 
regular  laboratory  hour.  Asters  and 
cattails  decorated  the  room,  and  on  a 
table  at  one  side  were  books  abotit 
trees,  flowers  and  birds,  together  with 
nature  myths  and  poetry.  Such  was 
the  interest  created  that  an  organiza- 
tion in  our  own  town  and  a  library  in- 
an  adjoining  town  have  asked  to  have 
the  collection  loaned  them  for  display. 
At  the  time  of  this  writing,  the  her- 
barium is  on  exhibition  in  the  art 
studios  at  the  State  school  for  the  deaf, 
located  here. 

Florence  Blackburn. 


Books  for  the  Soldiers 
Veimont  Free  library  comnussion 
Sixty-five  books  on  Mexico,  Panama, 
Central  America,  and  some  fiction  were 
sent  to  the  Vermont  National  Guard  at 
Eagle  Pass,  Texas,  at  the  request  of 
Chaplain  J.  M.  Thomas,  president  of 
Middlebury  college,  last  August.  The 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  secretary  in  charge  of  the 
books  writes: 

The  books  were  very  much  appreciated 
and  filled  a  deep-felt  need,  and  the  shelves 
were  usually  empty.  I  doubt  if  the  same 
books  ever  had  been  or  ever  will  again  be 
of  such  service  as  when  they  were  in  Texas 
The  First  Tennessee  regiment 
came  into  this  camp  directly  after  the  Ver- 
mont men  left,  and  they  were  so  eager  for 
the  books  that  I  could  not  refuse  them,  and 

they  have  kept  the  shelves  emptied 

Thanking  you  in  behalf  of  the  first  Ver- 
mont regiment  and  the  First  Tennessee  as 
well  as  the  Kansas  battery,  Third  field  ar- 
tillery, and  Maryland  field  hospital  corps, 
for  the  use  of  the  books. 
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Foreign  Importation  of  Books 

A  letter  from  Dr  Herbert  Putman,  Li- 
brary of  Congress,  notes  the  probability 
of  a  more  rapid  and  effective  treatment 
of  shipment  of  books  and  periodicals 
from  Gemiany  and  Austria  through  Rot- 
terdam. A  representative  of  the  Library 
of  Congress  will  be  in  the  vicini^  of 
Rotterdam  soon,  and  will  lend  his  good 
offices  in  securing  prompt  inspection  of 
the  material  and  in  recording  difficulties 
connected  with  any  particular  shipment. 

To  enable  him  to  act  effectively  he 
should  have  information 

1)  As  to  the  contents  of  any  shipment 
now  detained,  at  Rotterdam,  or  elsewhere. 

2)  As  to  the  probable  or  possible  eon- 
tents  of  any  shipment  that  may  pass 
through  Rotterdam  during  the  next  few 
months. 

The  representative  will  sail  January  6. 
It  is  important  that  he  should  receive  and 
digest  this  information  before  his  de- 
parture. Certain  of  the  particulars  will 
be  useful  in  conferences  at  London  which 
he  will  visit  en  route. 

Dr  Putman  asks  to  have  sent  to  him- 
self, at  once,  copies  of 

1 )  All  such  applications  and  of  all  such 
outstanding  orders. 

2)  An  extra  copy  for  this  purpose  of 
all  applications  submitted  hereafter. 

The  lists  should  be  accompanied  by  a 
letter  stating 

1.  The  dealer  with  whom  the  order 
was  placed. 

2.  The  consignee:  i.  e.,  the  actual  ad- 
dress on  the  case  or  package. 

3.  The  forwarding  agent  at  Rotterdam. 

4.  The  date  of  the  application,  if  one 
has  been  submitted,  or  the  date  of  the  or- 
der, if  placed. 

Why  Not  Tell? 
Public  Librasies — 

To  most  librarians  in  small  towns  with 
little  money  to  spend,  the  A.  L.  A.  Book- 
list is  3  highly  prized  friend.  It  has 
saved  us  many  dollars.  With  a  little  ex- 
perience one  can  leam  to  read  between 
the  lines  and  avoid  what  is  unsuitable  for 
the  particular  library  in  question.  We 
do  not  expect  it  to  decide  everything  for 
us,  like  a  customer  of  mine  who  asked 


impatiently  the  other  day,  "Oh,  why  can't 
they  print  "good"  or  "bad"  in  the  front 
of  every  book  and  then  we'd  know?" 
But  we  do  expect  to  be  warned  in  a  po- 
lite manner  of  hidden  pitfalls,  such  as 
that  of  a  hitherto  "good"  author  falling 
from  grace.  To  us  who  must  buy  our 
books  first  and  read  them  afterwards, 
this  is  a  very  slippery  point. 

The  two  following  criticisms  are  a  case 
in  point ; 

From  the  A.  L.  A.  Booklist  of  June, 
1916: 

London,  Jack— "The  little  lady  of  the  big 
house":  "a  novel  with  two  heroes,  both 
unusual  men  and  the  wife  of  one  of  them. 
The  life  in  the  big  ranch  house  in  Califor- 
nia is  entertainingly  sketched,  but  the  main 
interest  is  the  tangled  situation  created  by 
the  heroine's  love  for  both  her  husband  and 
his   friend.     Published  in  the  CosmopolUan." 

From  the  Atlantic  Monthly  of  Octo- 
ber, 1916: 

Mr  Jack  London  is  another  distinguished 
author  who  can  evidently  write  beneath  his 

privilege "The  little  lady  of 

the  big  house"  reproduces  merely  the  fa- 
cund — nay,  glib — erotomania  of  three  per- 
sons who  "fiddle  harmonies  on  the  strmgs 
of  sensualism"  and  whose  very  continence 
is  a  mere  voluptuous  refinement  upon  de- 
sire. In-growing  concupiscence,  if  a  sub- 
ject for  the  novel  at  all,  ought  at  least  not 
to  masquerade  as  tragic  passion.  Is  this 
perverted  gusto  the  half-surrender  of  one 
more  artist  to  the  baser  demands  of  his 
market?  Or  only  the  resort  of  a  thinker 
too  sophisticated  for  the  old  naive  and 
cleansing  intensities,  too  undisciplined  for 
the  new  impersonal  meanings  of  things? 

The  A.  L.  A.'s  mild  little  comment 
would  not  head  off  many  of  us  from  so 
popular  an  author  as  Jack  London,  but 
if  there  ever  was  a  book  that  small  li- 
braries could  afford  to  get  along  without, 
it  is  surely  the  book  in  question.  Attrac- 
tive in  title  and  appearance  it  will  be  un- 
erringly picked  up  by  just  the  class  of 
young  people  who  will  be  most  harmed 
by  it,  youth  who  without  fixed  standards 
of  their  own  as  yet,  will  assume  that  to 
be  gay,  rich  and  up-to-date  like  the  char- 
acters on  this  California  stage,  one  must 
have  no  standards.  That  the  tale  is 
highly  improbable  will  not  bother  them; 
they  will  see  only  the  romance  of  the 
beautiful  and  accomplished  heroine  so 
much  given  to  love  that  she  could  not  de- 
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cide  to  give  up  either  of  the  two  adorable 
men  whom  she  had  enslaved  and  so  com- 
mits suicide.  No  thought  of  God,  no  law 
of  society  troubles  any  one.  All  is  as 
distinctly  pagan  as  a  clever  writer  could 
make  it. 

Shall  we  use  public  money  for  such  as 
this?    All  honor  to  the  Atlantic  but  what 
was  the  matter  with  our  Booklist? 
Mary  K.  Hasbrouck. 

Nov.  17,  1916.  Librarian. 

Ogdensburg,  N.  Y. 


The   Decimal  Classification 

(Ninth  edition) 

(A  refutation  of  Mr  Bay's  article  in  Public 

Librariea,  21:261) 

Two  knights  once  fought  a  fierce  tilt 
because  one  maintained  that  the  cross- 
roads statue  where  they  met  was  golden, 
the  other  that  it  was  argent.  Sorely 
wounded  they  made  the  discovery  that 
one  side  ivas  gold  and  the  other  argent. 
The  following  statement  is  diametrically 
opposed  to  Mr  Bay's  point-of-view.  Has 
either  of  us  the  truth? 

The  ninth  edition  of  the  U.  C,  tho  it 
contains  relatively  new  material,  is  not  a 
mere  reprint.  Our  calalogers  would 
never  have  ceased  reviling  the  editors 
had  it  been  so  called.  It  was  published 
solely  because  the  eighth  edition  was  ex- 
hausted and  almost  all  newly-formed  li- 
braries were  clamoring  for  copies. 

It  is  fully  anticipated  that  this  ninth 
edition  is  large  enough  to  last  till  a  num- 
ber of  important  expansions  and  many 
assignments  of  decimals  to  new  subjects 
are  ready  for  inclusion  in  the  tenth  edi- 
tion. Substantial  contributions  are  hoped 
for  from  the  new  Decimal  Clasification 
committee  of  the  American  library  asso- 
ciation. Tile  committee  is  however  ad- 
visory, not  administrative,  and  is  not  "to 
be  intrusted  with  all  future  expansions" 
— fortunately  for  American  libraries. 
What  we  create  will  be  printed  as  tenta- 
tive classifications,  the  editors  of  the  D.  C. 
have  agreed ;  then  after  one  year,  with 
any  outcropping  defects  remedied,  they 
will  be  incorporated  in  the  D.  C. 

It  is  true  that  in  general  the  demand 
to-day  is  for  closer  classification  of  books. 
The    increased   adoption    of    open -shelf 


practice  has  enhanced  this  demand.  The 
electric  engineer  is  not  satisfied,  when  he 
gets  to  the  shelves,  to  find  only  four- 
figure  numbers  for  the  books  on  electric 
engineering. 

The  complaint  is  made  that  the  expan- 
sions do  not  fit  the  books.  What  percent- 
age of  the  books,  pray?  With  sufficient 
cross-classification  the  most  exceptional 
books  can  be  made  to  fit  info  any  scheme. 
But  cross -classification  is  frequently  an 
annoyance,  it  increases  the  difficulty  of 
classifying  a  normal  book.  For  instance. 
we  have  a  classification  of  clothing  under 
646  according  to  wearers  and  a  cross- 
classification  according  to  purpose;  as  a 
result,  to  class  a  book  on  men's  overcoats 
becomes  a  problem.  Shall  we  class  it 
with  men's  garments  or  with  overcoats? 
Cross-classification  is  frequently  to  be 
avoided.  It  is  generally  relationship  be- 
tween two  subjects,  as  in  the  above  illus- 
tration, that  prompts  it.  The  European 
u.sers  of  the  D.  C.  have  adopted  the  colon 
(  ;)  to  express  such  relationships.  The 
chemistry  of  paper  manufacture  is  ex- 
pressed 676:54  or  54:676.  depending  on 
whether  the  paper  manufacturer's  or 
chemist's  view-point  is  emphasized.  Na- 
turally these  combination-decimals  are 
mnemonic,  like  the  D.  C.  geografic  sym- 
bols, and  therefore  do  not  reijuire  print- 
ing in  the  schedules. 

This  note  is  no  brief  for  the  Brussels 
expansion  of  the  I).  C.  Many  parts  of 
their  expansion  are  not  empiric,  but 
purely  theoretic,  and  all  such  parts  are 
of  very  questionable  applicability.  It 
would  be  the  inherent  fault  of  any  hast- 
ily-prepared, "well-balanced"  classifica- 
tion. On  the  other  hand  some  of  their 
expansions  are  very  well  done.  Among 
the  best  are  355  and  623  prepared  by 
General  Sebert*  of  Paris,  and  611  and 
612  prepared  by  the  Concilium  Biblio- 
graphicum  of  Zurich.  The  challenge  has 
been  hurled  by  Mr  Bay  that  no  one  can 
class  books  by  these  latter  schedules.  The 
Concilium  has  done  so  for  20  years,  class- 

•Bibliografers  will  be  interested  to  know 
that  General  Sebert,  whose  recreation  for 
years  has  been  bibliografy,  was  one  of  the 
very  few  French  army  officers  to  stand 
openly  by  Dreyfus  thru  his  trials. 
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ing  many  times  the  number  of  titles  in 
these  subjects  that  even  our  greatest  li- 
braries do. 

It  is  said  that  they  are :  "systematic  in- 
dexes of  subjects  and  literature  refuses 
to  be  treated  in  accordance  with  them." 
Let  mc  sketch  the  development  of  the  612 
schedules  (the  evolution  of  611  was  sim- 
ilar) ;  no  schedules  in  any  other  system 
have  been  so  thoroly  tested  as  have 
these.  Dr  Field,  director  of  the  Con- 
cUium,  an  American  scholar,  had  for  sev- 
eral years  been  publishing  card-indexes 
to  zoology  classed  according  to  the  D.  C. 
59s.  When  he  decided  to  cover  physiol- 
ogy he  took  the  612  subdivisions  of  the 
sixth  edition  of  the  D.  C.  to  Paris,  and 
with  Professor  Richet,  one  of  the  great- 
est of  physiologists,  worked  out  a  theo- 
retic expansion  sufficient  for  his  needs. 
With  this  he  returned  to  Zurich  and  em- 
ployed Dr  Hermann  Jordan,  a  privat-do- 
cent  of  the  University  of  Zurich  who  had 
taken  the  doctoral  degree  in  physiolc^, 
to  test  this  expansion  in  practice.  Dr 
Jordan  spent  four  hours  a  day  for  a 
year  and  a  half  classifying  all  available 
books  and  magazine  articles  appearing 
in  all  languages  of  all  recent  years. 
Thousands  of  references  were  written. 
The  schedules  were  very  considerably 
changed  during  this  test.  At  the  end 
of  this  time  the  expansions  were  finally 
adopted  and  printed  and  the  thousands 
of  manuscript  card-references  pub- 
lished. 

Such  statements  as  Mr  Bay's,  depre- 
cating by  a  sentence  the  work  of  years, 
require  confirmation.  Many  and  explicit 
subdivisions  should  have  been  cited  that 
failed  under  test 

Then  the  bete  noir  of  long  symbols  (9 
figures)  is  again  paraded — and  yet  I  have 
seen  no  criticism  of  the  length  of  symbols 
of  our  most  modem  notation  which 
flashes  fearlessly  and  with  considerable 
frequency  such  contractions  as  TK  1425 
N6*.  Is  this  better  than  621.325.523?  I 
am  convinced  that  the  dread  of  the  long 
decimal  and  its  difficulties  is  subsiding  in 
the  light  of  experience. 

Finally  let  us  view  the  specter  of  the 

include    the 


inhannonious  entity.  Sighs  and  suppli- 
cations have  been  numerous  for  the  welt- 
balanced  edition,  and  the  proposal  made 
to  publish  such  minute  expansions  as  612 
in  separate  supplements.  Are  we  such 
poor  psychologists  that  we  do  not  realize 
that  if  we  learned  of  official  supplemental 
tables  published  independently,  every 
classifier  of  a  general  library  is  so  curious 
that  we  would  one  and  all  give  our  order 
divisions  no  peace  till  every  special  sched- 
ule stood  ready  for  service  on  our  desks. 

What  does  the  equal  expansion  of  a 
classification  in  all  of  its  parts  involve? 
Has  any  critic  of  the  D.  C.  ever  consid- 
ered? This  is  what  it  means :  to  test  the 
expanded  subdivisions  of  most  three  fig- 
ure-subjects thoroughly  would  require 
for  each  about  a  year's  work.  Between 
001  and  999  there  are  about  1,000  sub- 
jects. About  1,000  classifiers  could  ex- 
pect to  complete  this  work  in  a  year.  Will 
any  critic  attempt  to  compile  a  list  of  so 
many  trained  and  efficient  classifiers  who 
can  devote  most  of  their  working  day  to 
this  task?  When  this  feat  is  accom- 
plished, the  coming  of  the  well-balanced 
classification  may  be  heralded — but  not 
before, 

A.  Law  Voce,  Sec. 
Decimal  Classification  Advisory  cotmnit- 

tee  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
Reply 

In  every  profession  from  healing  to 
plumbing  there  is  a  tendency  to  surround 
the  work  with  a  mysterious  air  and  an 
artificial  nomenclature.  This  might 
worry  neither  Mr  Voge  nor  myself,  but 
I  doubt  if  the  D,  C.  is  likely  to  profit  by 
its  application  to  new  and  finely  elabor- 
ated schedules.  In  cataloging,  how  elab- 
orate a  system  has  already  been  pro- 
jected— yet  how  inadequate  is  this  system 
in  setting  before  the  lay  reader  an  ade- 
quate picture  of  the  book  he  seeks ! 

The  development  of  the  D,  C,  on  the 
plan  of  continued  usefulness  is  not  a 
question  of  1000  classifiers  working  each 
one  year  on  1000  subjects,  but  a  prob- 
lem of  crystallizing  experience  into  sched- 
ules for  general  use  in  the  hands  of  per- 
sons of  general  training  in  library  work. 

If  anybody  published  to-day  a  general 
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classification  scheme  where  the  schedules 
for  human  anatomy  and  physiology  cov- 
ered 56  pages,  while  those  for  the  whole 
subject  of  manufactures  covered  one- 
half  page  and  those  for  railroad  engin- 
eering but  one-fourth  page,  such  a 
scheme  certainly  would  not  pass  for  a 
harmoniously  developed  system,  however 
admirable  it  might  be  in  other  respects. 
This  was  the  case  of  the  D.  C,  and  it 
was  possible  for  me  to  say  it,  because  I 
admire  the  general  scheme  of  the  D.  C. 
It  is  common  knowledge  that  a  great 
many  titles  in  modem  scientific  journal- 
ism have  been  arranged  by  competent 
men  using  the  Brussels  expansions,  A 
library  of  books,  old  as  well  as  modern, 
is  however,  a  widely  different  problem  in 
classification.  So  is  the  general  library 
with  its  comparatively  small  collection  of 
books  on  anatomy  and  physiology.  The 
expansions  do  not  even  enable  the  classi- 
fier to  place  the  very  common  type  of  a 
school  text  book  embracing  anatomy, 
physiology  and  hygiene. 

A  book  on  overcoats  for  men  hardly 
can  be  said  to  exemplify  a  relationship  of 
.subjects  involving  a  choice  between  two 
places.  Such  a  book  seems  definitely 
shelved  in  646.452.  In  646.32  we  would 
meet  a  difTerent  type  of  book.  The  two- 
subject  feature  would  occur  if  we  had 
a  book  on  overcoats  during  the  Victorian 
era^ — a  subject  which  gravitates  toward 
391  with  cross-classification  in  646, 

The  colon  sign  ( :)  as  well  as  other 
.similar  devises  of  the  Brussels  Institute 
are  very  good  in  the  hands  of  librarians 
and  trained  users  of  catalogs.  But  sup- 
pose a  library  has  chosen  676.54  as  a 
symbol  for  the  manufacture  of  tissue- 
paper.  Would  it  not  be  risky  to  adopt 
the  combination  676:54  {the  chemistry 
of  paper-manufacture)  in  the  same  cata- 
log? This  shows  how  easy  it  is  to  deter- 
mine the  usefulness  of  the  colon  sign, 

I  admit  that  it  is  equally  easy  to  point 
out  that  here  is  a  classification  scheme 
for  Medicine  dated  1915,  which  disre- 
gards the  entire  new  school  of  experi- 
mental medicine  and  even  numerous, 
common  types  of  subject-conibination, 
not  to  mention  anaphylaxis  and  the  many 


important  subjects  in  physiological  thera- 
peutics,— while  it  provides  a  special  place 
for  the  infraorbital  branch  of  the  maxil- 
lary nerve.  But  is  it  not  reasonable  to 
mention  the  desirability  of  a  distribution 
of  energy  scattered  equally  over  many 
portions  of  the  D.  C,  strongly  in  need  of 
elaboration — in  need  of  elaboration  to  a 
point  within  the  grasp  of  the  librarians 
with  general  training  and  ordinary  good 
abilities  in  the  practice  of  classification 
work?  Not  that  my  attitude  matters 
much — but  in  the  work  of  the  D.  C.  ad- 
visory committee  I  see  the  very  effort 
toward  a  well  balanced  and  harmonious 
entity  which  appears  to  Mr  Voge  as  but 
a  dim  possibihty. 

J,  Christian  Bay. 


An  Experience  at  a  Library 

Editor  Public  Libraries: 

We  do  not  expect  a  librarian  to  be  a 
perfectly  correct  walking  encyclopedia, 
yet  we  think  it  amusing  to  relate  an 
mcident  in  which  some  Simmons  sum- 
mer school  students  were  the  victims 
of  the  librarian's  rather  humorous  mis- 
take. 

In  the  summer  of  1916,  some  sum- 
mer school  students  wishing  to  pur- 
chase a  copy  of  the  American  library 
association  catalog  rules,  and  being  un- 
familiar with  the  city,  inquired  at  the 
Boston  public  library  for  the  address  of 
the  publisher.  The  attendant  in  a  very 
business-like  way  turned  to  the  tele- 
phone directory  and  looked  up  A.  L.  A. 
as  it  is  commonly  called  for  short,  gave 
the  address  to  the  young  ladies,  who, 
thanking  him,  started  out  in  search 
of  the  place.  Arriving  at  the  given  ad- 
dress and  inquiring  for  the  book  de- 
sired, they  were  somewhat  surprised 
when  they  were  informed  that  such  a 
book  was  not  published  by  the  associa- 
tion, and  they  felt  rather  green  when 
after  considerable  argument  they  were 
informed  that  they  were  not  in  the 
office  of  the  American  library  associa- 
tion but  of  the  Automobile  legal  asso- 
ciation. We  only  wish  to  inquire.  Was 
the  joke  on  the  young  ladies  or  on  the 
gentleman  who  so  carefully  informed 
them?  Wearies. 
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Binding  Specifications  for  Schools 

An  interesting  news  item  has  just  been 
received  by  the  A.  L.  A.  book-binding 
committee  which  shows  the  possibility  of 
securing  a  satisfactory  grade  of  school 
binding  by  the  adoption,  by  local  school 
boards,  of  the  speafications  prepared  by 
the  Association's  committee  on  book- 
binding. In  1915,  the  committee's  speci- 
fications were  submitted  to  the  public 
school  board  of  Los  Angeles  with  the 
suggestion  that  they  be  made  the  basis 
for  securing  local  bids  on  the  binding  for 
all  public  school  books.  This  suggestion 
was  carried  out  and  the  work  was  done 
according  to  specifications  for  the  school 
year  1915-1916.  Information  from  Los 
Angeles  (dated  Nov.  23,  1916)  says 
that  "The  binder  who  took  this  year's 
contract  in  July  and  then  flagrantly  ig- 
nored the  specifications,  has  been  brought 
to  time,  made  to  pay  a  rebate  on  all  the 
work  done,  and  had  his  contract  can- 
celled. The  Board  has  affirmed  its  inten- 
tion to  maintain  the  existing  specifica- 
tions (A.  L.  A.)  and  has  ordered  adver- 
tising for  new  bids  on  the  work. 

This  outcome  would  have  been  possi- 
ble on  no  other  condition  than  that  the 
specifications  are  vouched  for  by  a  na- 
tional organization,  and  are  therefore  be- 
lieved to  be  in  the  interest  of  the  schools 
and  no  particular  binder.  The  Board  did 
not  assume  to  have  any  technical  knowl- 
edge of  book-binding,  but  merely  upheld 
the  specifications  as  authoritative." 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  school  boards 
will  adopt  the  association's  specifications 
and  thereby  secure  a  good  grade  of  work 
for  the  same  expenditure  that  in  many 
cases,  purchases  very  unsatisfactory 
binding. 

Joseph  L.  Wheeler, 
Chairman,  Bookbinding  committee. 


A  note  from  Dr  Lewis  N.  Wilson  of 
Qark  university  library,  among  other 
things  says: 

"The  war  collection  still  grows.  We  have 
)ust  passed  the  3,000  mark,  and  we  have  nearly 
reached  1,000  pictures  and  cartoons,  in  addi- 
tion to  1,000  of  the  ofiidal  French  phott^raphs 
issued  by  the  French  government. 


The  War  Against  War 

Militarism:  the  spirit  and  temper  which 
exalts  the  military  virtues  and  ideab  and 
minimiies  the  defects  of  military  training  and 
the  cost  of  war  and  preparation  for  it — 
Webster't  International  Dictionary,  191 5. 

Librarians  who  believe  in  education 
by  graphic  methods  could  not  fail  to 
take  seriously  the  War  Against  War 
exhibit  recently  produced  in  poster 
form  by  the  American  Union  Against 
Militarism,  with  headquarters  in  the 
Munsey  building,  at  Washington.  D.  C. 
The  posters,  of  which  there  are  30, 
printed  in  one,  two,  or  three  colors, 
can  be  pasted  on  muslin  or  cardboard 
or  simply  tacked  up  for  temporary  use. 
They  aim  to  set  forth  the  stupidity  and 
futility  of  the  war  system  by  picture, 
diagram  and  cartoon,  and  to  make 
world-organization  for  peace  seem  a 
practicable  reality.  It  is  a  unique 
educational  experiment  and  well  worth 
looking  into.  The  original  exhibit,  of 
which  these  posters  are  a  reproducUotii 
drew  a  crowd  of  10,000  people  a  day 
when  it  was  shown  in  New  York  last 
spring.  The  complete  poster  exhibit 
can  be  had  for  $8,  single  panels  for  25 
cents. 

Largely  in  vain  will  this  war  have  been 
fought  if  the  peoples  of  the  world  are  to  fall 
back  into  a  state  of  suspicion  and  hostility, 
each  weighed  down  by  the  frightful  burden 
of  armaments. — yiscottnt  Bryce,  October  1916. 

What  will  we  do  to  bring  peace  on 
earth?  Mary  Eileen  Ahern. 


The  proposition  from  the  H.  W.  Wil- 
son Co.  to  undertake  the  publication  of 
a  periodic  list  of  new  technical  and  in- 
dustrial books  is  up  again  for  discussion. 
It  will  be  necessary  before  undertaking 
this  to  know  what  the  publishers  can  ex- 
pect from  the  hhraries.  If  a  subscription 
of  10,000  copies,  at  the  annual  rate  of  $2 
a  year  for  100  copies  each  quarter  is 
given,  the  work  can  be  undertaken.  The 
minimum  subscription  taken  will  be  50 
copies  for  one  year  at  $1,  A  library  or- 
dering 500  copies  at  $10  may  have  its 
own  imprint  without  additional  charge. 
Libraries  interested  in  the  plan  should 
notify  the  pyblishers  promptly  as  to  how 
much  support  they  may  expect  from 
them. 


Din.tizi^dbvGoOgle 


Public     Libraries 


Public     Libraries 
Library  Bureau Publishers 

■I.B.lBBIUr       ....  ...       Editor 

Subscription S2  a  year 

Five  copies  to  one  library       -      -      $8  a  year 

Single  number 25  cents 

Foreign  subscriptions     .    -     -    S2.25  a  year 

Bntercd  u  second-clan  m«tter  Mty  17. 1896.  at  the  Post 
office  Bl  Chicaia.  111.,  under  act  of  March  3.  1897. 

By  Itac  nila  oF  the  banki  of  Ctaicaio  an  BicbanEC 
charxe  of  ID  cents  is  mitde  on  all  out-of-town  checlu  for 


When  a  chBnec  of  addreB) 
the  old  address  musIbeiiHvu 
two  weeks  before  the  chanze 

'ti,. 

red  boththeuewand 
notice  should  be  seal 

Ifa 
tStcl 

ubwnHber  wish 
al  the  eipirati 

riptior 

Ueitisa''s'sum^'''h"t' 
s  desired. 

^t 

Cooiea  failing  tore* 
■naili.  will  be  duplies 
so  is  received  within 
than  that  duplicate  ci 
nUrnle*. 

ch  subscriben.  thrODsh  losi  j 

30  days  after  publiation. 
pies  can  be  supplied  only  a 

If  your  work  is  made  more  easy 
By  a  friendly,  helping  hand. 
Say  so.    Speak  out  brave  and  truly, 
Ere  the  darkness  veil  the  land. 
Should  a  brother  workman  dear 
Falter  for  a  word  of  cheer? 
Quick  action—'  Following  the  sugges- 
tion which  appeared   in   Public  Libra- 
ries (21  ;412),  and  later  commented  on 
by     a     subscriber     from     New     York 
(21 :453)  in  regard  to  an  informational 
course   for   trustees,   the   Riverside   li- 
brary service  school  of  California,  is  out 
with    a    leaflet    announcing   a    special 
course    of    lectures    for    members    of 
school  boards  and  library  boards. 

One  can  but  wish  the  effort  every  suc- 
cess and  hope  that  a  sufficient  number 
of  trustees  will  attend  the  session 
proposed,  to  give  other  communities 
some  notion  of  the  value  of  such  efforts 
so  that  they  can  be  tried  out  in  other 
localities. 

The  one  who  errs— It  has  become  al- 
most a  trite  saying  that  a  library  is  no 
better  in  any  way  than  its  library  staff. 


Even  a  casual  visit  to  the  library  and 
a  very  limited  conversation  concerning 
the  library  service  reveals  more  than 
is  known,  the  quality  of  the  work  per- 
formed. This  is  why  most  librarians 
try  to  present  the  best  side  of  their 
work  in  discussing  it  with  even  the 
casual  stranger. 

One  sometimes  sees  newspaper 
articles  dealing  with  the  supposed  re- 
quests or  comments  of  those  who  come 
to  the  library  for  service.  The  facetious 
manner  in  which  these  comments  are 
repeated  by  the  library  staff  are  de- 
serving of  the  greatest  censure.  Their 
repetition  is  inexcusable  at  any  time 
and  to  the  greatest  degree  when  handed 
over  to  the  reporter  who  puts  his  own 
last  touches  to  the  mistaken  idea  of 
the  worker  and  deals  out  to  the  public 
what  is  intended  for  a  humorous  and 
witty  contribution  on  the  defects  of  the 
average  public  knowledge  of  books,  but 
which  in  reality  is  an  exposition  on  the 
part  of  the  library  worker  of  his  lack  of 
sense  of  propriety,  eternal  fitness,  sym- 
pathy and  that  comprehension  of  pur- 
poses for  which  both  the  library  and  its 
staff  exists.  This  perhaps  serves  in 
many  instances  to  turn  away  from  the 
library  many  who,  unlike  the  library 
worker,  realize  their  need  of  more  in- 
formation and  their  lack  of  knowledge 
of  the  manner  and  customs  of  library 
service. 

It  ought  to  be  the  rule  that  does  not 
allow  of  any  exception  in  any  library, 
that  every  member  of  the  staff  from  the 
chief  to  the  lowliest  attendant  should 
never  express  anything  but  sympathetic 
interest  and  appreciation  of  those  who 
come  to  the  library  for  information 
even  if  their  ideas  are  entirely  at  vari- 
ance with  actualities  or  are  out  of  the 
ordinary  in  their  manner  of  expression. 
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The  library  always  belongs  to  the  peo- 
ple, any  worker  belongs  to  the  library 
only  so  long  as  he  meets  in  a  courteous, 
sincere  and  helpful  way  whatever  the 
reasonable  demands  of  the  public  may 
be. 

Printed  nwrtter— This  is  the  time  of  the 
year  when  the  majority  of  annual  reports 
appear  and  a  recent  examination  of  an 
accumulated  quantity  of  these  showed 
some  facts  concerning  them  worth  com- 
ment. The  high  cost  of  printing  and  paper 
seems  not  to  have  affected  the  finances 
of  some  reporting,  where  theoretical 
philosophizing  finds  a  field  for  expres- 
sion. In  some  of  the  annual  reports, 
page  after  page  of  entries  of  items  ac- 
quired by  the  library  seems  rather  an  ex- 
pensive way  of  making  record  of  accu- 
mulations. Some  of  the  reports  come 
near  to  being  text-books  on  library  meth- 
ods. In  some  instances,  the  report  of  the 
president  of  the  board  which  usually  oc- 
cupies the  first  pages,  seems  to  steal  the 
thunder  from  the  librarian.  The  oppor- 
tunity for  the  assistant  in  chaige  of  each 
department,  in  many  instances,  has  been 
utilized  in  presenting  a  comprehensive 
and  interesting  account  of  the  work  of 
the  individual  departments.  These  show 
up  better  as  one  contrasts  them  with  op- 
portunities lost  in  other  instances.  With 
most  writers  there  have  evidently  been 
other  audiences  than  the  board  of  library 
trustees  in  the  minds  of  the  writers. 

One  fact  stands  out  with  great  clear- 
ness in  the  material  make-up  and  that  is 
the  utter  absence  of  standards  of  size  in 
preparing  these  reports,  where  hardly  two 
libraries  have  the  same  idea  of  what  is 
appropriate  in  size,  shape  and  color.  The 
time  was  when  no  more  than  three  sizes 
were  to  be  found  in  the  publications  of 
libraries.  Now  there  are  almost  as  many 
sizes  and  shapes,  not  to  mention  colors, 


in  the  material  put  out  in  pamphlet  form 
by  libraries,  as  there  are  nimiber  of 
pieces.  If  the  time  should  come  when 
ventilation,  heating,  light  and  insurance 
and  other  perennial  topics  should  be  de- 
livered into  something  akin  to  complete 
form,  a  clear  and  abundant  field  of  dis- 
cussion and  investigation  could  be  found 
in  working  out  something  like  standards 
for  size  and  shape  of  printed  material  put 
out  by  libraries. 

The  year  that  hu  gone— A  repeated  re- 
view of  the  months  which  have  rolled 
away  as  another  year  is  added  to  the  time 
that  has  been  spent,  shows  that  except 
for  different  factors,  the  continuing  prob- 
lems in  the  library  world  have  similarity 
in  character  and  extent. 

The  library  movement  has  been  more 
or  less  distant  from  the  scenes  of  fright- 
ful carnage  which  for  two  years  have 
been  deluging  the  soil  of  Europe  with 
human  blood  and  blotted  out  the  re- 
sults of  long  years  of  earnest  and  worthy 
effort  along  all  lines  of  endeavor  to  make 
the  wortd  a  happier  place  in  which  to 
live,  but  it  has  paid  full  toll  in  men  and 
money.  When  one  recalls  the  circle  of 
international  fellowship  which  librarians 
from  all  civilized  countries  have  shared 
in  times  gone  by  and  then  thinks  of  the 
situation  today,  one's  soul  sickens  at  the 
destruction  and  disaster  which  makes 
well  nigh  impossible  the  establishment  of 
international  fellowship  again.  Injustice, 
cruelty,  selfishness  and  hatred  seem  to 
have  taken  the  place  of  fairmindedness, 
kindness,  generosity,  and  love  that  were 
so  openly  evident  in  former  times.  And 
the  end  is  not  yet! 

Death  in  our  ranks  has  removed  in  the 
past  year  many  who  had  made  distinct 
contributions  to  the  higher  forms  of  li- 
brarianship  as  well  as  those  who  by  eam- 
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est  and  sincere  discharge  of  duty,  con- 
tributed also  to  the  betterment  of  general 
library  conditions.  The  death  of  Miss 
Mary  Wright  Plummer  perhaps  leaves 
the  largest  gap  in  the  ranks  of  those 
making  effective  contributions,  but  others 
will  be  missed.  Dr  J,  C,  Schwab  of 
Yale  university,  Dr  John  Thomson  of 
Philadelphia,  Mr  Ives  of  Buffalo,  Dr 
Mundy  of  Syracuse,  Mr  Crandall  of 
Washington,  Miss  Whittier  of  California, 
Miss  Brooks  of  Wellesley,  Miss  Babbitt 
of  Washington,  and  Miss  Parrish  of 
K  irks V  ill  e  who  were  active  factors  in 
their  separate  spheres,  have  gone  from 
the  ranks.  Samuel  S.  Greeley  of  Illinois 
George  A,  Macbeth  of  Pittsburg  and 
Walter  Learned  of  Connecticut  were 
trustees,  best  known  of  those  taken. 
Every  year  makes  its  toll,  A  warm 
friend  and  valuable  supporter  of  library 
work  was  taken  in  the  death  of  Dr  Irwin 
Shepherd,  for  so  long  secretary  of  the 
N.  E.  A. 

The  destruction  of  the  Parliamentary 
library  building  in  Ottawa  at  any  other 
time  would  have  seemed  a  great  disaster 
but  in  the  midst  of  more  awful  problems 
facing  our  brethren  in  the  north,  its  loss 
was  fortunately  minimized. 

Library  work  in  the  high  schools  has 
taken  a  firmer  hold  and  a  higher  place 
in  the  last  year,  and  all  over  the  country 
are  gratifying  evidences  that  the  high 
school  library  has  come  to  stay. 

Publicity  for  library  work  as  witnessed 
by  the  efforts  in  Toledo  and  other  places, 
has  taken  a  new  note  of  extensive  activity 
which  will  doubtless  rebound  to  the  bet- 
terment of  library  service  for  and  on  the 
part  of  the  business  man. 

The  esteem  in  which  the  public  library 
service  of  the  United  States  is  held 
abroad  receives  witness  in  the  service 
which   was  acknowledged   by   the   Uni- 


versity of  Lahore,  India,  through  the 
work  of  Asa  Don  Dickinson, 

The  return  visit  to  American  library 
circles  of  Miss  Marie  Shedlock  of  Lon- 
don is  a  bright  note  in  the  history  of  the 
year.  Miss  Shedlock,  the  pioneer  in  her 
work,  is  clearly  its  highest  exponent  and 
that  form  of  library  service  wiU  doubt- 
less benefit  by  her  artistic  skill  and  fine 
understanding  which  she  is  giving  to 
story  telling  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  activity  and  alertness  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  A,  L.  A.  again  prevented  the 
boosting  of  book  prices  by  a  tariff  legis- 
lature in  an  unlooked  for  place. 

The  appearance  of  the  long  expected 
subject  index  to  periodicals  by  the  coun- 
cil of  the  Library  association  of  Eng- 
land gives  promise  of  an  exceedingly 
helpful  library  outlook  for  which  one  can 
but  hope  continuance. 

Wealth  has  been  generous  towards  li- 
brary endeavor  as  witnessed  by  the  gifts 
to  the  Public  libraries  of  New  York  City, 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  many 
smaller  places.  Illinois  has  been  espec- 
ially fortunate  in  this  regard. 

Let  us  hope  that  the  year  1917  may 
hold  the  luck  of  odd  numbers  and  thai 
a  long  chronicle  of  happy  tilings  may 
follow  it  to  the  close! 


Courtesy  in  Public  Library 
An  item  in  the  Buffalo  News  Nov,  18 
ought  to  have  many  counterparts: 

Editor  Evening  News: 

I  just  want  to  say  a.  word  of  appreciation 
for  the  Public  Library.  Here  is  one  little  old 
corporation^the  people's  very  own — that  is 
certainly  giving  good  service.  And  the  brand 
of  courtesj"  disposed  by  its  employes  is  com- 
mendable indeed.  Why  they  made  me  feel  so 
at  home  on  my  last  visit  that  I  was  completely 
charmed  ! 

It  isn't  a  question  of  "who  is  she?"  either. 
35  anyone  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  draw 
on  this  mint  of  information  can  really  ascer- 

It  is  certainly  a  real  live  institution  and 
BufTalonians  should  wake  up  to  their  oppor- 
tunities along  this  line.  Whoever  is  managing 
it,  now  deserves  a  few  plauditi;  so  here  are 
mine!  Everly  Stub, 
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Summary  of  County  Library  Laws 

1.  Support — Tax  levy  adequate  for 
support,  exempting  towns  with  free  pub- 
lic libraries. 

A  tax  levy  is  now  allowed  in  all  states 
except  Missouri  which  authorizes  a  max- 
imum appropriation  from  the  county 
funds  of  three  per  cent  of  the  annual  ap- 
propriation— and  Wisconsin  allowing  a 
maximum  appropriation  of  $500  the  first 
year  and  $2/5  annually  thereafter.  In 
New  York  the  county  tax  is  added  to  the 
city  library  tax  for  communities  with  li- 
braries already  established. 

All  will  agree,  I  think,  on  a  support 
by  tax  levy  rather  than  by  appropriations 
and  exempting  communities  with  public 
libraries.  Because  of  difference  in  val- 
uations a  difference  in  the  levy  to  yield 
an  adequate  support  will  be  necessary, 

2.  Govemtnenl — A  library  board  of 
five  or  seven  selected  by  the  county  offi- 
cers, with  terms  stated  (three  to  five 
years) — also  allowing  a  contract  with  an 
established  library. 

The  present  laws  authorize  hbrary 
boards  in  the  following  states :  Maryland, 
nine  directors ;  Texas  and  Wyoming, 
three,  the  former  appointed  for  four 
years,  and  Wisconsin  five.  In  all  these 
states  the  board  is  appointed  by  the 
county  officers.  It  is  possible  in  some 
other  states  a  library  board  is  appointed 
but  I  found  no  mention  of  it.  But  I  can 
see  no  more  reason  for  leaving  the  gov- 
ernment of  a  county  library  to  a  politi- 
cally constituted  body  than  the  manage- 
ment of  a  city  library  to  the  city  council, 
and  therefore  favor  a  library  board. 

California,  Montana,  Nebraska,  New 
York,  Ohio  and  Oregon  give  the  man- 
agement of  the  library  to  the  county  offi- 
cers but  allow  contract  with  a  local  li- 
brary, and  Indiana,  Iowa,  Minnesota  and 
Missouri  make  no  provision  for  inde- 
pendent county  libraries  but  allow  county 
officers  to  contract  with  existing  libraries 
for  extension  of  library  privileges  to 
townships  or  counties  making  the  con- 
tract. 

In  this  question  of  the  government  of 
a  county  library  by  a  board  representa- 
tive of  the  entire  county,  or  by  a  local  li- 
brary board  on  which  the  community  out- 


side the  town  has  no  representation  lies 
the  difference  between  the  independent 
county  library  and  the  one  serving  by 
contract.  The  former  is  of  course  the 
more  desirable  yet  the  law  should  provide 
for  contract  service  also  as  this  may  tem- 
porarily furnish  the  best  or  only  solution 
of  the  problem  and  need  not  interfere 
with  the  establishment  later  of  an  inde- 
pendent county  library.  In  Iowa  the  offi- 
cers of  a  township,  town  or  school  cor- 
poration are  allowed  to  contract  for  li- 
brary service,  and  the  law  works  well. 

3.  Powers  of  library  board — These 
should  be  clearly  defined. 

This  will  remove  causes  for  friction  in 
cases  where  a  library  board  is  appointed, 
but  the  county  officers  claim  joint  juris- 
diction and  frequently  retain  powers  and 
duties  rightfully  belonging  to  a  library 
board,  which  should  be  given  the  control 
and  supervision  of  the  library,  the  em- 
ployment and  removal  of  the  librarian, 
the  making  of  rules  and  regulations,  and 
the  expenditure  of  all  library  funds 
whether  for  building  or  other  library  pur- 
poses. The  selection  of  books  might  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  librarian.  The 
board  should  be  required  to  keep  a  rec- 
ord of  proceedings  and  report  regularly 
to  the  county  officers. 

4.  Initiative— By  county  officers  (or 
township  officers)  with  or  without  a  pe- 
tition signed  by  a  majority  of  resident 
taxpayers,  Maryland,  Wyoming,  Iowa, 
and  California  with  a  two  weeks  notice, 
allow  the  county  officers  to  levy  the  tax 
and  take  steps  for  the  establishment  of 
a  library.  Iowa  also  allows  a  petition  of 
a  majority  of  resident  taxpayers,  Mis- 
souri requires  a  petition  signed  by  one 
hundred  or  more  taxpayers,  Montana  by 
twenty  per  cent  of  the  voters.  Nebraska, 
New  York  and  Texas  require  the  vote  of 
the  residents  of  the  county. 

I  think  no  one  would  advocate  making 
a  vote  necessary  to  the  establishment  of 
a  county  library,  and  I  may  pass  by  the 
objections  to  that.  But  county  officers 
may  be  indifferent  or  hesitate  to  make  a 
levy  unless  assured  that  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  taxpayers.  Hence  it  is  desirable  to 
allow  a  petition  by  which  they  may  be 
forced  or  authorized  to  action,   though 
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allowed  the  initiative  without  it  if  they 
will  take  it. 

5.  Location — County  seat  or  elsewhere. 

Maryland,  Oregon,  Texas  and  Wyom- 
ing require  the  location  of  the  county  li- 
brary at  the  county  scat;  California  and 
Montana  allow  it  to  be  at  the  county  seat 
or  elsewhere,  while  the  contract  law  in 
Iowa,  Minnesota  and  Missouri  make  no 
restrictions. 

The  county  seat  might  seem  most  de- 
sirable as  bringing  together  all  county  de- 
partments but  it  is  often  less  accessible 
or  for  other  reasons  less  desirable  than 
some  other  place. 

6.  Buildings — By  tax  or  gift,  erection 
in  the  hands  of  library  board. 

Few  states  make  provisions  for  a 
building.  California  allows  the  board  of 
supervisors  to  issue  bonds,  in  Maryland 
the  board  of  directors  has  power  to  pur- 
chase lot  and  erect  a  building,  and  in 
Or^on  and  New  York  a  tax  for  a  build- 
ing is  permitted. 

Rather  than  leave  this  as  an  open  ques- 
tion a  clause  permitting  a  levy  for  a  build- 
ing to  be  erected  by  the  library  board 
would  better  be  included. 

7.  Period  of  existence — Library  should 
be  terminated  only  by  a  majority  vote  of 
taxpayers,  and  a  definite  term  should  be 
fixed  for  contract. 

In  California  a  county  library  may  be 
discontinued  by  a  board  of  supervisors 
on  two  weeks'  notice;  in  Montana  on  a 
petition  of  twenty  per  cent  of  voters ;  in 
Texas  by  the  county  court  on  six  weeks' 
notice;  in  Iowa  the  contract  is  made  for 
five  years ;  in  Missouri  from  year  to  year. 

No  provision  is  made  in  most  states 
for  the  discontinuance  of  city  libraries 
and  it  would  hardly  seem  that  such  power 
should  be  delegated  to  the  county  officers 
except  under  limitations,  for  a  hostile 
board  might  use  its  authority  contrary  to 
the  wishes  of  the  residents  of  the  county. 
In  case  of  a  contract  a  definite  term 
should  be  stated,  to  be  terminated  by  mar 
jority  vote,  as  to  leave  it  to  be  renewed 
from  year  to  year  is  to  reopen  the  ques- 
tion too  frequently  and  often  thereby 
close  the  contract. 

8.  Extent  of  service — Whole  or  part 
of  a  county,  or  another  county,  excepting 


conununities  with  public  libraries  estab- 
lished. 

That  portion  of  a  county  not  desirii^ 
hbrary  privileges  may  be  omitted,  also 
communities  with  public  libraries  is  al- 
lowed in  almost  all  states,  and  would 
seem  to  be  best,  for  though  the  whole 
county  as  a  unit  would  appear  desirable 
insistance  might  in  some  cases  defeat  the 
whole  project. 

9.  Methods  of  service — Direct  loan, 
branches,  stations,  schools,  libraries,  book 
wagons,  etc. 

This  is  stated  or  referred  to  in  many 
laws  and  would  well  be  included. 

10.  Librarian — What,  if  any,  qualifi- 
cations should  be  required  is  open  to  dis- 
cussion, but  appointment  and  removal 
should  be  with  library  boards,  reports  to 
be  required  to  library  board  and  state  li- 
brary commission. 

California  requires  a  certificate  from  a 
board  of  library  examiners  and  attend- 
ance upon  the  annual  convention  of 
county  librarians  and  reports  as  above  in- 
dicated. Montana  makes  library  train- 
ing or  one  year's  practical  experience  a 
condition,  but  allows  removal  of  the  li- 
brarian by  the  county  commissioners  for 
or  without  cause.  In  this  state  also  em- 
ployees of  the  county  library,  probably 
meaning  assistants,  are  to  be  graded  and 
pass  an  examination  before  appointment 
satisfactory  to  county  librarian  and 
county  commissioners.  In  Texas  the  li- 
brarian is  appointed  for  four  years  by 
the  county  court  upon  recommendation 
of  library  board.  The  salary  is  fixed  by 
county  court  who  may  also  employ  and 
dismiss  assistants. 

Provisions  protecting  the  librarian  and 
defining  duties  as  well  as  fixing  qualifica- 
tions might  well  be  included  and  to  re- 
move the  temptation  to  political  favorit- 
ism, as  is  offered  by  the  Montana  law,  it 
were  better  to  definitely  place  employ- 
ment and  removal  of  librarians  with  li- 
brary boards.  The  question  of  assistants 
might  be  left  with  the  librarian  subject 
to  approval  of  library  board. 

11.  Operation — The  following  are  at 
present  in  service: 
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Maryland,  Washington  County  libraiy;  Min- 
nesota, 9  counties;  Missouri,  none;  Nebraska, 
none;  Ohio,  8  plus  2;  Oregon,  5  counties; 
Wisconsin,  14  with  traveling  library  systems. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  surest  that 
even  with  the  best  possible  law  the  help 
of  the  commission  is  needed  to  give  in- 
formation, arouse  interest  and  promote 
county  library  projects. 
SugEM*^  provision  for  a  good  cooaty  law 

Snppoit — Tax  levy  adequate  for  mainte- 
nance, exempting  towns  with  free  public  li- 

Govenunent — Library  board  (5  or  7)  se- 
lected from  residents  of  the  county  by 
county  officers,  for  a  stated  term  (3  to  5 
years),  or  a  contract  with  an  established  li- 

Fowen  of  library  board — Should  be 
clearly  defined. 

Initiative — By  county  (or  township)  offi- 
cers with  or  without  a  petition  signed  by  a 
majority  of  resident  taxpayers. 

Location — County  seat  or  elsewhere. 

Building — By  tax  or  gift,  erection  in  hands 
of  library  board. 

Period  of  existence— Terminated  only  by 
majority  vote  of  taxpayers,  and  definite 
terms  by  contract. 

Extent  of  service — Whole  or  part  of  a 
county,  another  county,  excepting  commu- 
nities with  public  libraries  established. 

Method  of  service — Direct  loan,  branches, 
stations,    schools,    libraries,    book    wagons, 

Libraiias — Qualifications  required  open 
to  discussion,  but  appointment  and  removal 
with  library  board,  and  regular  reports  re- 
quired to  library  board  and  state  library 
commission. 

OperatioB— Even  with  best  possible  law 
the  help  of  commissions  is  needed  to  give 
information,  arouse  interest  and  promote 
county  library  projects. 

Julia  A.  Robinson, 
Secretary  of  Iowa  library  commission. 


In  speaking  of  the  plans  of  the  new  li- 
brary building  at  Amherst  college,  a 
friend  says: 

One  room  of  the  library  is  to  be  set 
aside  as  a  memorial  to  Clyde  Fitch. 
It  will  be  long  and  narrow,  the  same 
dimensions  as  Mr  Fitch's  personal 
library,  and  will  contain  all  the  decora- 
tions, furniture  and  the  larger  part  of 
his  books,  which  have  already  been 
presented  to  the  college.  They  are  to 
be  installed  as  they  were  formerly  in 
the  playwright's  New  York  home. 


Good  and  Bad  Points  of  the  Printing 
BiU 

For  over  one  hundred  years  Congress 
has  had  exclusive  direction  of  the  public 
printing.  The  only  rule  governing 
methods  of  publication  has  been  the  con- 
venience of  the  clerks  and  officials  who 
serve  that  body,  and  the  interpretation  of 
the  law  by  the  clerks  of  the  Government 
printing  office.  The  jacket  clerk  de- 
cides for  more  than  500  libraries  and 
thousands  of  readers  whether  a  publi- 
cation shall  go  to  them  or  not.  And 
the  superintendents  of  the  document 
rooms  and  the  librarians  of  the  Senate 
and  House  dictate  publication  methods 
into  the  printing  laws.  It  is  no  slur  on 
these  officers  to  remark  that  they  have 
not  made  a  study  of  arranging  book 
collections;  that  they  have  no  experience 
in  the  publishing  business;  and  that  the 
problems  of  a  library  of  mixed  govern- 
ment publications  and  other  works  do 
not  come  their  way.  But  it  is  perhaps 
related  to  this  fact  that,  as  has  been 
openly  stated  in  Congress,  since  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Government  printing 
office  in  1861,  to  go  no  further  back, 
no  decade  has  passed  without  its  investi- 
gation of  public  printing  methods  to  see 
why  there  is  so  much  waste  and  con- 
fusion. 

During  the  last  twenty  years  business 
methods  everywhere  have  been  over- 
hauled for  economy  and  efficiency-  The 
librarians  have  standardized  methods  of 
installing  and  making  instantly  available 
book  collections  mounting  up  to  a  mil- 
lion volimies  and  more.  It  would  seem 
that  the  time  had  come  for  reform  in  the 
government  publications,  reform  not  for 
a  decade  only,  but  one  that  should  be 
thorough  and  lasting.  It  would  seem 
also  that  those  competent  to  plan  and 
urge  such  reform  should  be,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  expert  knowledge  elsewhere, 
the  trained  bibliographers  and  library 
administrators  of  the  American  library 
association. 

The  pending  printing  bill  makes  pro- 
vision for  a  number  of  desirable  things, 
and  every  librarian  should  use  his  in- 
fluence to  procure  its  passage  because 
of  these  thmgs  that  it  will  accomplish. 
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Only  those  provisions  on  which  it  is  de- 
sired to  comment  will  be  mentioned  here. 
Among  them  are  that  it  makes  libraries 
now  depositories  to  be  permanently  such, 
and  gives  future  designations  of  new 
ones  to  the  Docimients  Office.  It  per- 
mits a  depository  library  to  say  whether 
it  will  take  all  government  publications, 
or,  if  not,  to  select  which  it  will  ac- 
cept. It  intends  to  provide  that  the 
hearings  and  other  publications  of  com- 
mittees of  Congress  shall  reach  the  de- 
positories. It  restores  to  them  the 
journals  of  Senate  and  House — is  there 
any  library  that  wants  them  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  it  withdraws  from 
distribution  through  the  Documents 
office  the  maps  and  atlases  of  the  Geo- 
logical survey.  This  includes  the  topo- 
graphic sheets  and  atlas  folios,  which, 
for  its  own  state,  even  the  smallest  li- 
brary feels  responsibility  for  supplying 
to  its  readers.  Special  application  must 
be  made  for  these  to  the  Survey.  This 
is  a  backward  step  as  regards  centraliza- 
tion of  distribution.  The  so-called  geo- 
logical depositories  are  abolished  by  the 
bin,  but  the  libraries  who  want  these 
works  will  probably  be  able  to  continue 
to  get  them. 

One  important  provision,  probably  the 
furthest  advance  possible  at  present  to- 
ward the  relinquishment  to  the  Docu- 
ments Office  of  the  free  distribution  of 
publications  made  by  members  of  Con- 
gress, is  the  valuation  plan.  Under 
present  law  a  fixed  number  of  every  pub- 
lication is  assigned  to  each  member,  so 
that  each  gets  an  equal  amount  of  ma- 
terial on  mining,  fisheries,  etc.,  regard- 
less of  whether  there  are  any  mines  or 
fisheries  in  his  district  or  not.  The  valu- 
ation plan  to  be  substituted  for  this, 
places  an  annual  credit  with  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents  of  $1800  for 
each  representative,  and  $2200  for  each 
senator,  and  up  to  this  amount  he  may 
order  whatever   publications   he   wants. 

One  backward  step  is  taken  by  the 
bill.  If  we  examine  the  old  series  ( 1906 
and  earlier)  of  Senate  documents  and 
House  documents,  we  shall  find  that 
they  fall  into  two  groups,  which  we  may 
call  claes  A  and  class  B.     Oass  A  are 


those  which  have  originated  in  Senate 
or  House,  dealing  directly  with  some 
matter  coming  up  in  its  sessions.  Such 
are  the  reports  of  its  officers,  election 
contests,  obituaries;  or,  if  sent  in  by 
some  other  body,  they  are  answers  to 
requests  for  information,  or  about  legis- 
lation or  appropriations;  or  they  may 
be  articles  onlered  printed  for  Congress 
to  read  and  distribute.  These,  class  A, 
genuinely  emanate  from  Congress.  Most 
of  them  are  from  one  page  to  a  few 
pages  in  length;  they  are  much  of  a 
sameness,  and  have  very  indeterminate 
titles.  It  is  a  necessity  for  convenience 
of  handling,  that  these  be  published  in  a 
series  and  called  Senate  Document  1,  2, 
3,  and  so  on. 

Alongside  of  these  we  find  class  B. 
Of  these  Congress  is  not  the  author. 
They  are  prepared  by  various  bodies  of 
the  executive  branch,  a  few  by  the  judi- 
cial branch,  being  their  annual  reports 
or  other  publications.  The  initial  ex- 
pense of  publishing  them  is  even  paid  by 
the  executive  body,  not  by  Congress. 
Each  is  on  the  special  matters  which  the 
body  that  prepares  it  administers.  These 
are  almost  all  large  enough  to  make  a 
volume,  some  more  than  one  volume. 
These  should  not  be  in  the  series,  as 
they  have  nothing  in  common  with  class 
A  nor  with  each  other.  Their  authors 
are  different  and  their  subjects  are  di- 
verse. Each  should  be  published  as  a 
separate  and  independent  work. 

Here  come  in  the  officials  in  Wash- 
ington before  mentioned.  They  claim 
that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  handle 
even  class  B  documents,  if  the  docu- 
ment title  and  numbers  are  taken  off 
from  them.  As  these  gentlemen  have 
not  had  the  drill  in  correct  designation 
by  government  author  and  title  of  official 
works,  such  as  is  given  to  the  students 
in  our  library  schools,  undoubtedly  their 
trouble  is  a  genuine  one.  But  the  solu- 
tion is  at  their  doors.  The  Documents 
office  handles  hundreds  of  publications 
to  their  one.  It  has  worked  out  a  set 
of  symbols  for  each  publication,  assign- 
ing them  continuously  as  the  works  come 
out,  and  by  the  use  of  these  that  office 
carries  along  its  vast  transactions  with 


Din.tizi^dbvGoOgle 


Public     Lib  rati  e 


ease  and  dispatch.  These  are  the  symbols 
of  the  Checklist,  which  the  officials  of 
Senate  and  House  need  only  to  copy  and 
apply  to  smooth  out  all  their  difficulties. 

It  is  only  the  executive  reports  that 
are  to  be  made  again  documents  of 
Senate  and  House.  The  plain  title  edi- 
tion of  these  will  not  be  printed.  The 
series  title  is  to  be  made  subordinate  and 
less  conspicuous,  more  like  the  half-title 
series  note  of  private  publishers.  There 
will  be  two  kinds  of  binding,  one  for 
the  series ;  the  other  to  simulate  the  plain 
title  edition.  Non-Congressional  (i,  e, 
executive)  publications  which  are  not 
reports  are  to  be  left  in  the  plain  title 
edition,  and  not  be  documents. 

There  is  nothing  In  the  bill  to  help  the 
non-depository  library  to  get  current  pub- 
lications from  the  central  Documents 
office.  The  valuation  plan  will  prob- 
ably assist  them  in  getting  specified 
publications  and  several  copies  of  any 
one,  when  needed,  from  members  of 
Congress.  But  when  the  law  permits  a 
depository  to  make  selection  of  what  it 
wants,  to  be  sent  free  from  a  central 
agency,  with  none  of  the  fuss  and  trou- 
ble of  present  conditions,  will  not  every 
library  of  whatever  size  hasten  to  be  en- 
rolled, if  possible,  among  the  depositories 
on  the  Documents  office  list,  just  as 
every  library  in  New  York  state  registers 
with  the  State  library  at  Albany? 

Edith  E.  Clarke. 


The  third  edition  of  "Suggestions  to 
authors  of  papers  submitted  for  publica- 
tion" by  the  United  States  geological  sur- 
vey has  been  issued. 

This  is  another  illustration  of  the  very 
valuable  material  that  is  so  often  given 
in  government  reports. 

Some  of  the  topics  discussed  are: 
"Form  and  feature  of  manuscripts," 
"Suggestions  as  to  expression,"  "Essen- 
tials of  a  good  sentence,"  "Misleading 
forms  of  expression,"  "Continuity, ' 
"Words  and  phrases  to  be  discriminated," 
"Superfluous  words,"  "Grammatical  er- 
rors and  problems,"  "Simimary  of  a  good 
manuscript,"  "Split  infinitive,"  "Correc- 
tion of  proof  sheets,"  "Directions  to  type- 
writer operators,"  and  many  others  quite 
as  important 


New  Chicago  Plan 
A  plan  of  reorganization  of  the  library 
system  by  which  the  Chicago  public  li- 
brary has  furnished  books  to  the  city  has 
been  adopted  by  the  Board  of  library  di- 
rectors. Among  the  things  which  have 
influenced  the  conclusions  reached  by  the 
library  authorities  are,  that  Chicago  com- 
prises nearly  200,000  square  miles  of  ter- 
ritory and  that  there  are  700,000  potential 
users  of  the  library  who  are  prevented 
from  using  its  resources  by  reason  of 
distance. 

Under  the  reorganization  plan,  there 
will  be  established  five  regional  branches 
located  in  different  sections  of  the  city. 
There  will  be  70  local  branches  auxiliary 
to  the  regional  branches,  equally  dis- 
tributed where  most  needed  and  where 
the  largest  groups  of  population  live. 
There  will  be  60  deposit  stations,  there 
are  now  35,  and  as  many  more  as  may 
be  necessary  to  supply  the  places  not 
otherwise  served.  There  will  be  100  in- 
dustrial and  commercial  branches,  there 
are  now  21,  or  as  many  more  as  business 
concerns  are  willing  to  permit.  There 
will  be  3,000  class-room  library  traveling 
collections  of  50  volumes  exchanged 
twice  a  year.  There  are  now  848.  To 
supply  institutions,  organization,  clubs 
and  special  groups  there  will  be  deposits 
which  will  be  traveling  collections  of  SO 
to  100  volumes,  exchanged  as  may  be 
necessary.  Hach  regional  branch  will 
have  a  floating  collection  of  50,000  v.  for 
use  in  the  auxiliary  branches  as  needed. 
Reference  collections  to  supplement  these 
will  be  delivered  daily  from  the  main 
library.  Trained  assistants  will  conduct 
departments  with  suitable  collections  of 
books  for  re-distribution  for  local  cen- 
ters where  foreign  groups  are  located. 
Automobile  delivery  service  for  the  vari- 
ous agencies  will  be  established  and  the 
delivery  rates  will  be  reduced  from  32 
miles  a  round  trip  to  six  miles,  forming 
a  unit  delivery  five  times  greater  .than  at 
present  and  with  less  cost. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  new  plan  will  place 
library  service  within  walking  distance 
of  home  of  every  person  in  the  city  of 
Chicago  who  wishes  to  use  books,  A 
bond  issue  is  to  be  voted  for  the  purpose. 
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University  Library  Statistics 
1915-1916 
J.  T.  Gerould,  librarian  of  University  of  Min  nesota,  has  compiled  the  following  interest- 
ins  table: 

No.  vols.    No.  vols.     Expend:-  Amt.  available 

in  library,      added.            tures.  1916-17.         Staff.  Salary. 

Brown  222.000          6.706      $  8.208.83  $10,000.00  12      $10,330.00 

California  332,884        28.218        29,61U5  30,025.00  40  44,393.06 

Chicago 485,847        31.723        32.315.40  44,446.29  93  76.841.34 

Columbia    659,600       29.500        49,700.00  60.000.00  62  70.950.00 

Cornell    474,382        14,117        21.410.00  29.775.01  29  23,572.00 

Harvard    1,230,190        46.731         

Illinois'  343,170        30.303        53,808.00  60,500.00  54  53.121.00 

Indiana   117.454          6.374        11.637.08  13,910.00         8  12.000.00 

lovra    140,925          8.347        17.500.00  17.500.00  12  11,490.00 

T.  Hopkins 195,879          5,065        15,729.57  18,500.00  13  11,783.00 

Kansas 110.341          8.401        20,000.00  37.865.00  17  15.865.00 

L.  Stanford.  Jr 276.2S1        12.982        28,860.42  37,223.00  25  29.750.00 

Michigan .368,238        15,723        30,701.82  32.000.00  34  29,654.17 

Minnesota    230,842        23.418        40.076.16  40,763.80  30  33,330.00 

Missouri  148,116          8,242        15,800.00  13,800J)0  15  12.705.00 

Nebraska    125,200          7,495        16,600.00  17,000.00  IS  12,000.00 

Northwestern   163,154'         4,691          6,548.64  9,400.00  13  12,045.00 

N.  Dakota   58.915          4,072          4,130.00  4.375.00         4  4,820.00 

Oberlin   164,628*       16,257          8.061.00  7,511.00  IS  13.925.00 

Ohio 160.877        13,612        22.000.00  29,000.00  22  19,502.03 

Pennsylvania"  413,523        18,004        17,566.83  20,587.00  29  22,201.00 

Princeton  383,674        26,169        36.021.12  40,000.00  43  32.664.96 

S.  Dakora 30.000          2,220          3.930.00  3,930.00          2  2,570.00 

Texas 120.825        13,026       27,711.95  27,853.40  16  16,500.00 

Washington 74,068          5,447        12.000.00  8,000.00          9  12.130.00 

Wisconsin* 245.786        10,386        28.977.22  27,550.00  22  28,106.00 

Yale  1,070.000        57,000        44.271.00  45.000.00  46  47fl00X» 

'  Items  2  and  3  do  not  include  expense  of  department  libraries. 

'Chicago  departments  not  included. 

*  Includes  professional  libraries.    Others  do  not. 
'Total  of  books,  pamphlets,  maps,  etc.,  318,443. 

*  Figures  in  last  four  columns  do  not  include  law,  museum,  and  departments. 
"Not  including  Historical  library,  193,000v. 


Library  of  Congress,  1916 
The  annual  report  of  the  Library  of 
Congress  shows  the  library  to  contain 
2,451,974  v.;  54,200  maps  and  charts; 
770,248  V.  and  pieces  of  music;  392,- 
905  prints.  The  number  of  ^ifts  for 
the  year  was  28,285  v.  Special  men- 
tion is  made  of  the  large  additions  to 
the  Japanese,  Chinese  and  Korean  col- 
lections. Among  these  are  early 
Chinese  books  printed  from  blocks ; 
works  published  during  the  fourteenth 
and  fifteenth  centuries  covering  the 
first  contacts  with  Europeans;  early 
Chinese  geographical  works;  the  writ- 
ings of  Confucius  and  other  famous 
scholars ;  examples  of  early  Japanese 
printing  including  a  copy  of  the  oldest 
Japanese  work  extant,  probably  dating 
from  the  thirteenth  century. 


The  Lincoln  documents  have  been 
increased  by  gifts  of  original  material 
of  exceptional  interest  presented  by 
Clarence  L.  Hay  and  Miss  Helen 
Nicolay. 

Gifts  of  autographed  scores  of  Amer- 
ican composers  have  been  received  with 
promises  of  more  to  come. 

Official  publications  of  the  Latin 
American  countries  were  received  to 
the  great  enrichment  of  the  present 
store. 

The  library  also  contains  sets  of  old 
maps  published  in  the  early  eighteenth 
century  by  distinguished  cartograph- 
ers of  that  period. 

The  European  War  has  interfered 
with  accessions  especially  in  the  Divi- 
sion of  prints.  The  illustrated  books 
in  the  library  are  being  sifted  and  ar- 
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ranged  and  a  finding  list  of  the  fifteenth 
and  sixteenth  century  books  in  the  col- 
lections of  the  neighboring  countries 
will  enable  students  to  know  where 
they  can  be  seen  and  so  relieve  the 
Library  of  Congress  of  the  demand  for 
their  purchase. 

A  considerable  number  of  Yiddish 
books  have  been  acquired  by  the 
library. 

There  have  been  1,548,000  v.  ar- 
ranged under  the  new  classification. 
There  are  now  48  libraries  contiining 
complete  sets  of  Library  of  Congress 
cards  on  deposit.  There  were  18,357  v. 
transferred  from  the  deposits  in  the 
Copyright  office  to  the  library,  and 
5,452  V.  deposited  in  the  governmental 
libraries  of  the  district. 

The  report  concludes  with  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  library's  work  during  the 
year. 


Cleveland  Public  Library 

The  report  of  the  Cleveland  public 
library  for  191S  includes  the  report  of 
the  librarian  to  the  Library  Board,  and 
the  vice  librarian's  detailed  report, 
which  includes  extracts  from  the  re- 
ports of  all  departments  and  branches. 

The  library  conducts  its  work 
through  606  distributing  agencies,  in 
addition  to  the  main  library. 

It  has  a  total  of  over  620,000  v.  It 
lent  3,173,783  books  for  home  use, 
4.96-|-  books  per  capita.  The  president 
of  the  Library  Board  in  his  report  to 
the  Board  of  Education  (p.  24),  mak- 
ing a  comparison  between  the  work  of 
the  Cleveland  public  library  and  that 
of  the  library  systems  of  Greater  New 
York,  Boston  and  Chicago,  points  out 
that  Cleveland,  sixth  city  of  the  United 
States  in  population,  stands  third  in  the 
number  of  books  circulated  and  first  in 
its  per  capita  circulation.  This  last  fig- 
ure applies  to  the  ten  lai^est  libraries 
in  the  country.  In  smaller  libraries,  of 
course,  the  per  capita  circulation  is  fre- 
quently larger  in  proportion  to  the  pop- 
ulation. This  circulation  of  nearly  four 
million  books  included  241,291  lent  in 
21   foreign  languages ;  3,893  embossed 


books  lent  to  the  blind  of  Cleveland  and 
northern  and  eastern  Ohio;  1,392,482 
books  lent  to  children,  or  13  times  as 
many  books  as  there  are  children  in 
Cleveland  of  the  reading  age;  121,567 
books  lent  to  factories,  telephone  of- 
fices, department  stores,  clubs,  engine 
houses,  churches  and  charitable  insti- 
tutions through  45  deposit  stations  and 
65  delivery  stations. 

The  library  registered  37,521  bor- 
rowers, a  total  registration  of  171,610, 
including  54,607  children;  it  served 
1,942,339  persons  visiting  the  library 
for  reading,  reference  or  study. 

Over  500  meetings  of  clubs  and  other 
organizations  were  held  at  the  main 
library  alone  and  many  more  at  the  12 
large  branches  having  club  rooms ;  free 
lecture  and  concert  courses  were  con- 
ducted at  four  of  the  large  branch  audi- 
toriums, besides  being  opened  without 
charge  for  the  use  of  outride  agencies. 

The  report  of  the  director  of  work 
with  children  notes  that  this  depart- 
ment maintained  28  home  library  clubs 
for  the  distribution  of  books  in  neigh- 
borhoods not  reached  by  branches ;  held 
story  hours  for  children  at  26  branches 
and  also  in  schools,  institutions,  play- 
grounds, vacation  schools  and  settle- 
ments; conducted,  with  volunteer  aid. 
63  reading  and  debating  clubs  for  chil- 
dren and  young  people  in  the  club 
rooms  of  16  branches. 

One  of  the  main  points  emphasized 
in  the  reports  of  both  the  president  of 
the  Library  Board  and  of  the  librarian 
is  the  insufficiency  of  funds  both  for 
carrying  on  current  activities  and  ex- 
tending the  work  of  the  system  and  the 
need  for  endowments  to  furnish  a  per- 
manent fund  for  the  purchase  of  the 
books  needed  to  build  up  the  work  of 
the  various  departments,  (p.  22  and  32.) 

A  paragraph  of  interest  describes  the 
staff  round-table  which  meets  bi-week- 
ly for  reviewing  books  and  discussing 
matters  of  library  policy  (p.  31),  an- 
other which  refers  to  the  roof  recrea- 
tion court  arranged  for  the  staff  (p.  31) 
and  a  third  to  the  success  of  the  divi- 
sional arrangement  of  the  main  libra- 
T  (p.  31). 
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Library  Meetings 

Alabama— The  annual  meeting  of  the 
Alabama  library  association  was  held 
November  21-23,  in  the  city  of  Bir- 
mingham. 

The  first  afternoon,  the  members  of 
the  association  were  the  guests  of  the 
Birmingham  drama  league  at  a  reading 
by  the  Rev  W.  W.  Memminger,  At- 
lanta, of  "Michael  and  his  lost  angel," 
and  again  in  the  evening  they  were  ex- 
tended the  courtesy  of  a  lecture  by 
Hon.  Champ  Clark,  by  the  Lyceum  lec- 
ture committee. 

The  first  session  of  the  second  day 
was  held  in  the  Woodlawn  branch  li- 
brary, with  the  general  subject  Col- 
lege, high  school  and  reference  library 
problems  under  discussion.  J.  R.  Rut- 
land, librarian,  Alabama  Polytechnic 
institute  and  first  vice-president  Ala- 
bama library  association,  presiding.  Dr 
Chas.  A,  Brown,  of  the  Central  high 
school,  Birmingham,  gave  a  most  in- 
structive talk  on  Training  in  the  use 
of  books  and  libraries.  Frances  Pick- 
ett, librarian,  Judson  college,  discussed 
Pamphlets ;  Emily  Miller,  reference 
librarian,  Birmingham  public  library. 
The  best  reference  books  of  1915-16; 
Mary  E,  Martin,  Alabama  polytechnic 
institute,  Student  help;  Sarah  Alison, 
Birmingham  public  library.  Docu- 
ments. A  lively  exchange  of  ideas 
followed  the  discussion  of  the  several 
topics,  which  was  entered  into  by  near- 
ly all  the  librarians  present. 

One  of  the  papers  of  the  morning 
was  by  Miss  Olive  Mayes,  librarian, 
Alabama  girls  technical  institute,  on 
needed  library  legislation. 

The  afternoon  session  convened  at 
the  Central  library  with  Carl  H.  Milam, 
director,  Birmingham  public  library, 
presiding.  The  first  speaker  was  Mrs 
B.  F.  Wilkerson,  Alabama  representa- 
tive. Drama  league  of  America,  Bir- 
mingham, on  The  dtama  league.  Mrs 
Wilkerson  described  the  work  of  the 
league  and  told  of  the  interest  shown 
by  the  Birmingham  center.  She  also 
urged  upon  the  librarians  the  value  of 
the  work  of  the  league  and  asked  them 


to  cooperate  with  the  league  through 
the  various  clubs  in  their  locality. 

This  was  followed  by  a  talk  by  Miss 
Merrill,  teacher  of  English,  Central 
high  school,  Birmingham.  Her  sub- 
ject was  library  work  from  the  English 
teacher's  viewpoint, 

Mrs  W.  W.  Bussey,  president,  Bir- 
mingham association  for  the  blind,  told 
of  the  work  being  done  by  the  associa- 
tion in  furnishing  books  to  the  blind, 
of  reading  stories  to  them,  etc. 

Myra  Bachelder,  secretary,  Birming- 
ham Sunday  school  association,  spoke 
in  behalf  of  the  work,  giving  an  outline 
of  the  efforts  of  both  the  State  and  the 
Birmingham  associations  to  reach  out- 
of-the-way  Sunday-schools  with  good 
books. 

The  delegates  were  the  guests  of  the 
Birmingham  chamber  of  commerce  for 
an  auto  ride. 

At  the  evening  meeting,  Dr  Thomas 
M.  Owen,  president  of  the  Alabama  li- 
brary association,  was  in  the  chair. 
After  a  brief  introductory  address  by 
the  president,  J.  R.  Hornady,  member 
of  the  City  commission  in  charge  of 
education  and  health,  welcomed  the  as- 
sociation to  Birmingham.  He  also  gave 
a  short  account  of  the  growth  of  library 
work  in  Alabama  and  particularly  in 
Birmingham. 

The  speaker  of  the  evening  was  then 
presented,  Geo.  B.  Uticy,  secretary, 
American  library  association.  The  sub- 
ject of  Mr  Utley's  address  was  "Qual- 
ity first."  He  described  librarianship, 
the  culture  value  of  books,  and  prob- 
lems of  the  library  and  the  librarian. 
He  appealed  for  a  wholesome  and  sane 
appreciation  of  values,  urging  the  li- 
brarians to  a  consecration  to  tasks 
while  at  the  same  time  warning  them 
against  a  too  serious  view  of  their  busi- 
ness. Throughout  the  entire  evening, 
Mr  Utley  had  the  close  and  sympa- 
thetic attention  of  his  audience. 

At  the  morning  session  of  the  third 
day  held  in  the  West  End  library,  the 
subject  "General  circulation  work — 
adult  and  juvenile"  was  dealt  with  in 
a  wholly  informal  way.  Dr  Owen  pre- 
sided.   The  various  subjects  were  an- 
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nounced  and  without  previous  notice 
the  members  were  called  upon.  The 
full  and  sympathetic  responses  indi- 
cated the  zeal  and  enthusiasm  of  the 
entire  membership.  No  one  declined 
and  the  whole  company  consisting  of 
more  than  30,  shared  in  the  discus- 
sions. Among  the  topics  presented 
were :  "Apprentices,"  Lila  May  Chap- 
man, associate-director  Birmingham 
public  library;  "Fines — getting  books 
back  on  time,"  Frances  Hails,  Mont- 
gomery public  library;  "Re-enforced 
bindings  and  rebindings,"  Mrs  C.  P. 
Engstfeld,  Birmingham  public  library; 
"Teen-age  reading  problems,"  Mary 
E.  Martin,  Alabama  polytechnic  in- 
stitute; "Special  displays,"  Miss  Ran- 
dolph Archer,  Talfadega  Carnegie  li- 
brary; "Is  story  telling  worth  while?". 
Miss  Annie  Jungermann,  Ensley 
branch,  Birmingham  public  library. 

During  the  business  session  which 
closed  the  meeting  of  the  association, 
telegrams  and  letters  of  greeting  were 
read  from  Mr  Sanborn,  secretary,  In- 
diana library  commission,  Miss  Woot- 
ten,  Smithsonian  Institution  library, 
and  Dr  Thomas  W.  Palmer,  Alabama 
girls  technical  institute. 

It  was  unanimously  voted  that  the 
association  place  itself  on  record  as 
favoring  a  meeting  of  the  American 
library  association  in  the  south  in  1918. 
Resolutions  upon  the  subject  were  pre- 
sented. 

Officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year 
were:  President,  Dr  Thomas  M.  Owen, 
Montgomery,  vice-president,  J.  R.  Rut- 
land, Auburn,  second  vice-president, 
Alice  S.  Wyman,  University,  third 
vice-president,  Carl  H.  Milam,  Bir- 
mingham, secretary,  Gertrude  Ryan, 
Montgomery,  treasurer,  Laura  M.  El- 
more, Montgomery.  Executive  council 
(in  addition  to  the  officers):  Carl  H. 
Milam,  Birmingham,  Olive  Mayes,  ' 
Montevallo,  Frances  Pickett,  Marion. 
Lena  Martin,  Gadsden.  Randolph  Arch- 
er, Talladega. 

Gertrude  Ryan, 

Secretary. 

Canada— The  Toronto  library  institute, 
— an  association  of  the  various  libraries. 


public,  college,  institutional  and  Sunday- ' 
school,  of  the  city, — held  its  annual  meet- 
ing in  the  attractive  new  High  Park 
branch  of  the  Toronto  public  library  on 
Wednesday  evening,  Nov.  29.  There 
was  a  very  gratifying  attendance.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  the  retiring  presi- 
dent, Mr  Robert  A.  Gray.  Capt  W.  S. 
Wallace,  lecturer  in  history  in  Toronto 
university,  gave  an  exceedingly  delight- 
ful address  on  Shakespeare — a  study  of 
the  man  as  revealed  in  his  work — en- 
riched copiously  with  citations.  J.  D. 
Bamett,  of  Stratford,  an  insatiable  col- 
lector of  rare  books,  whose  accumula- 
tion of  some  40,000  voliunes  contains 
one  of  the  largest  and  best  collections  of 
Shakespeareana  extant,  gave  the  curi- 
ously interesting  story  of  the  literary 
forgeries  of  William  Henry  Ireland, 
which  s&  long  passed  current  as  orig- 
inal Shakespeare  manuscripts.  Mr 
Barnett  brought  with  him  a  number  of 
copies  of  Ireland's  books,  and,  among 
other  rare  books,  a  copy  of  Malone's  ex- 
posure of  young  Ireland's  forgery.  On 
the  page  margins  of  this  copy  the  elder 
Ireland  had  written  numerous  notes  at- 
tacking the  author's  statements  with  a 
vigor  and  heat  that,  in  Mr  Bamett's  ex- 
pressive phrase,  "might  almost  even  at 
this  late  date  enable  one  to .  warm  his 
hands  on  the  book."  The  book  was 
published  in  1796.  A  copy — minus,  alas, 
the  marginal  notes — is  in  the  possession 
of  the  Toronto  reference  library. 

The  election  of  officers  resulted  as 
follows:  President,  Miss  M.  Charlton; 
vice-president,  Prof  D.  R.  Keys ;  secre- 
tary, Miss  Eva  Davis.  Executive  com- 
mittee: C.  G.  Eraser,  Prof  R.  E.  L.  Kitt- 
ridge,  William  Prendergast,  H.  W. 
Brown,  Miss  Esther  Young,  George  H. 
Locke,  E.  A.  Hardy. 

Indian*— The  annual  meeting  of  the 
Indiana  library  association  was  held  at 
Indianapolis,  November  8-10,  with 
many  librarians  and  trustees  present. 
A  number  of  citizens  of  Indianapolis 
attended  the  sessions  thus  proving 
themselves  friends  of  the  association. 

The  first  meeting  was  a  joint  session 
of  trustees  and  librarians.  Mr  Llew- 
ellyn, of  Mt.  Vernon,  president  of  the 
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•  Indiana  library  trustees  association, 
opened  the  meeting,  giving  a  most 
h^pful  and  stirring  talk  on  the  quali- 
fications of  librarians  and  trustees. 
Mr  Llewellyn  believes  that  good  read- 
ing is  absolutely  necessary  to  children 
and  that  great  care  should  be  taken  to 
provide  plenty  of  the  right  kind  of 
books  for  the  young. 

Mr.  Dudgeon,  of  the  Wisconsin 
library  commission,  gave  a  most  help- 
ful talk  on  "Fitness  first."  He  main- 
tained that  the  average  public  does  not 
realize  the  full  scope  of  the  function 
of  the  library.  The  public  has  hardly 
awakened  to  the  fact  that  the  library 
has  a  function.  Its  prime  object  is  to 
reach  every  individual  in  an  industrial, 
an  educational,  a  recreational  or  a  moral 
way.  In  order  to  accomplish  th's,  the 
librarian  and  the  trustees  must  be  en- 
dowed with  fitness. 

Miss  May  Massee,  of  Chicago,  editor 
of  the  A.  L.  A.  Booklist,  made  a  plea 
for  the  reading  of  good  fiction — and 
gave  an  instructive  talk  on  "Choosing 
1  fiction  for  public  libraries."  The  editors 
of  the  Booklist,  are  anxious  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  librarians  and  their  public, 
and  Miss  Massee  asked  for  suggestions 
and  criticisms  in  regard  to  the  Book- 
lists' choice  of  fiction,  Miss  Massee  feels 
that  to-day,  all  the  important  social 
developments  are  to  be  found  in  our 
modern  novels,  and  the  people  who  dis- 
dain to  read  fiction  lose  a  vital  means 
of  becoming  familiar  with  these  va- 
rious changes  and  developments.  And 
we  all  of  us  need  a  Pollyanna  book 
once  in  a  while  to  give  us  a  saner  and 
sweeter  outlook  on  life. 

Henry  N,  Sanborn,  secretary  of  the 
Public  library  commission,  gave  a  re- 

f>ort  of  the  work  done  at  the  District 
ibrary  meetings  during  the  last  year. 
Nine  districts  have  held  14  meetings; 
District  I  has  had  three  meetings  and 
District  F  no  meeting.  Several  of  the  ' 
districts  have  held  two  meetings.  Since 
the  districts  were  established  in  1910, 
77  new  libraries  have  been  added  and 
this  has  so  changed  conditions  that  it 
is  necessary  to  redistrict  the  state  The 
attendance  has  continued  good  and  the 


increasing  number  of  trustees  in  at- 
tendance is  encouraging. 

Mr  Sanborn's  report  was  followed  by 
Mrs  H.  B.  Burnett's  report  on  the  work 
done  by  the  Library  art  club,  and  the 
use  made  of  the  exhibits  sent  out  by 
the  Public  library  commission.  Some 
of  the  librarians  felt  that  the  exhibits 
were  not  entirely  satisfactory,  and 
many  librarians  spoke  in  their  favor. 
It  was  the  consensus  of  opinion,  how- 
ever, that  the  exhibits  should  ne  ar- 
ranged hereafter,  with  a  view  of  serv- 
ing only  the  smaller  libraries. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  the  two  as- 
sociations had  the  pleasure  of  listening 
to  Mr  Vachel  Linsay,  one  of  the 
poets  who  is  doing  striking  work  along 
modem  lines.  Mr  Lindsay  gave  a  lec- 
ture on  the  "Photo-play"  followed  by 
readings  from  his  own  poems.  Miss 
Margaret  Colerick  of  Fort  Wayne, 
president  of  the  I.  L.  A.,  in  her  address 
as  president,  impressed  upon  her  audi- 
ence, the  fact  that  the  library  is  one 
of  the  most  influential  elements  in  in- 
tellectual and  educational  life  of  the 
state,  and  that  the  Library  association 
stands  for  the  best  interests  of  every- 
body in  the  state. 

On  Thursday  morning,  the  College 
and  Reference  round  table,  conducted 
by  Miss  Mabel  Tinkham  of  the  Gary 
public  library  was  well  attended.  Miss 
Orpha  Peters  of  the  Gary  library 
opened  the  session  with  a  15  minute 
talk  and  made  the  point  that  instruc- 
tion makes  more  intelligent  users  of 
the  library.  Miss  Jayne  of  the  Bluff- 
ton  library,  expressed  the  belief  that 
library  instruction  gives  the  children 
more  respect  for  the  library. 

Mr  Hepburn  of  the  Purdue  library, 
in  speaking  of  the  need  for  and  meth- 
ods of  instruction  for  college  students, 
said  that  this  question  was  a  lai^e 
part  of  the  faculty's  problems.  College 
students  do  better  work  from  having 
had  library  instruction  in  high  school. 
The  college  schedule  is  so  full  that  it 
is  difficult  to  find  time  to  give  instruc- 
tion in  college.  Mr  Lindley,  of  Earl- 
ham  led  the  discussion  of  this  topic  and 
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referred  to  the  methods  employed  by 
the  Earlham  College  library. 

Municipal  reference  work  through 
the  administration  of  the  public  library 
was  ably  discussed  by  Miss  McCol- 
lough  of  the  Evansville  public  library, 
.Discussion  by  Miss  Thiebaud,  Miss 
Peck,  Miss  Tutt,  and  others  followed. 

Miss  Venn,  of  the  State  library  told 
of  the  valuable  maps  and  lantern 
slides  available  in  the  State  library. 
Miss  McCrea  of  the  Brazil  library  dis- 
cussed "Pictures"  and  Miss  Ticer  of 
Huntington  gave  a  short  talk  on  "Clip- 
pings," Miss  Stevens  of  Logansport 
led  the  discussion. 

A  round  table  for  librarians  of 
small  libraries  (incomes  less,  than 
$3,000)  was  also  held  at  the  same 
hours.  Miss  Snipes  of  the  Plaintield 
public  library  conducted  this  round 
table.  The  general  topic  was  "Chil- 
dren's work  in  a  small  library,"  Mrs 
Chami  opened  the  discussion  with  "Is 
the  small  library  reaching  many  young 
people,  or  but  few."  Miss  Wade  dis- 
cussed "The  best  books  neglected  for 
the  newest  books."  Mrs  Clodia  Scott 
talked  on  "What  a  small  library  can 
do  for  the  schools."  An  hour  was  de- 
voted to  these  topics  and  a  half  hour 
to  general  topics,  the  main  subject 
being  Good- Book  week, 

A  joint  session  followed.  Dr  Arthur 
E.  Bostwick,  librarian  of  the  St.  Louis 
public  library,  read  a  valuable  paper  on 
"The  encouragement  of  good  reading." 
The  pulse  of  the  people  differs  in  va- 
rious localities,  and  the  wise  Hbrarian 
studies  the  taste  of  his  public,  and  en- 
courages the  public  to  freely  express 
its  desires  in  books  and  literature.  It 
is  the  province  of  the  librarian  to  fur- 
nish the  best  books  on  the  line  of  public 
taste.  Mr  Bostwick's  paper  was  schol- 
arly and  inspirational. 

Thursday  afternoon,  Mr  Harry  Tip- 
per of  New  York  City,  author  of  several 
books  on  advertising,  lecturer  at 
Alexander  Hamilton  institute  and  New 
York  university,  delivered  an  address 
before  a  large  audience  of  trustees, 
librarians,  and  citizens  of  Indianapolis. 
His  subject  was  "The  Business  man 


and  the  library,"  Mr  Tipper  advanced 
the  theory  that  the  business  man  needs 
the  library  as  much  as  any  other  in- 
dividual, if  not  more.  It  has  been 
proved  that  experience  is  now  only  10 
per  cent  of  a  man's  education.  He  gets 
industrial  skill  by  practice.  Judgment 
comes  from  a  knowledge  of  condi- 
tions— ^which  is  to  be  found  only  in  an 
accumulation  of  experiences.  Knowl- 
edge gained  from  books  is  as  necessary 
as  learning  gained  from  experience. 
The  library  should  be  arranged  so  as 
to  be  intelligible  to  the  business  man. 
The  best  way  for  a  librarian  to  know 
business,  is  to  know  business  men.  The 
business  man,  is,  for  some  reason, 
suspicious  of  the  library — and  the  first 
aim  of  librarians  should  be  to  remove 
this  suspicion.  Mr  Tipper's  lecture 
was  followed  by  general  discussion,  led 
by  Mr  Henry  Sanborn  of  the  Public 
Library  commission,  who  conducted  a 
spirited  series  of  arguments,  taken  part 
in  by  Mr  Meicher  of  W,  K.  Stewart 
Co. ;  with  his  every-ready  humor,  Mr 
Bostwick  of  St.  Louis,  Miss  McCol- 
lough  of  Evansville,  Miss  Ahem  of 
Chicago,  Miss  Snipes  of  Plainfield, 
Miss  Colerick  of  Fort  Wayne,  Miss 
Jayne,  Miss  Lewis,  and  others. 

Later  the  two  associations  joined  in 
a  legislation  discussion.  Edmund 
Craig,  of  Evansville,  chairman  of  the 
Legislative  committee,  presented  to  the 
associations  the  draft  of  a  bill  to  codify 
the  library  laws  now  existing  in  the 
state.  Following  the  reading  of  the 
bill  and  much  discussion,  a  motion 
was  carried  that  the  bill  providing  for 
a  county  library  law  be  presented  as 
a  separate  bill, 

Mrs  Elizabeth  C.  Earl's  motion  that 
the  section  of  the  proposed  bill  relat- 
ing to  qualifications  for  librarian- 
ship  be  made  a  separate  bill  was  car- 
ried. The  legislative  committees  of  the 
two  associations  were  empowered  to 
revise  and  construct  the  proposed  li- 
brary laws  and  the  matter  was  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  joint  committee. 

On  Thursday  evening  the  Little 
Theatre  society  of  Indianapolis,  re- 
peated its  program  of  Indiana  authors 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  library  visitors. 
An  audience  of  over  300  persons  as- 
sembled to  witness  this  pleasing  per- 
formance— scenes  taken  from  the  books 
by  Indiana  authors. 

On  Friday  morning.  Miss  Mary 
Eileen  Ahem,  editor  of  Public  Libra- 
ries, conducted  a  round  table  for  li- 
brarians and  trustees  of  libraries  with 
annual  incomes  of  $3,000  and  over. 

Miss  Ahern  opened  the  discussion, 
with  a  most  helpful  talk.  She  empha- 
sized the  following  points;  Lack  of 
funds  is  a  universal  stumbling  block. 
This  is  true  in  any  enterprise.  Make 
so  good  a  library  that  the  people  will 
want  to  give  to  it.  From  the  librarian's 
point  of  view,  one  important  thing  is  to 
interest  and  make  intelligent  the  board. 
From  the  trustee's  point  of  view,  the 
principal  thing  should  be  the  budget, 
which  should  contain  at  least  48  per 
cent  for  salaries,  10  per  cent  for  equip- 
ment, 30  per  cent  for  books  and  peri- 
odicals, 12  per  cent  light,  heat,  etc. 
It  is  a  sin  to  have  a  surplus  unless 
there  is  some  definite  object  in  view 
to  save  for.  Miss  Ahern's  opening 
speech  was  followed  by  contributions 
on  correlating  topics  by  Miss  Wilcox, 
Miss  Spreckle,  Miss  Stevenson,  Mrs 
Byers,  Miss  Stingly,  Mrs  Childers, 
Miss  Waller,  Miss  Corwin  and  many 
others.  Many  trustees  took  part  in  the 
general  discussion  and  both  associa- 
tions felt  very  much  indebted  to  Miss 
Ahern  for  the  excellent  round  table. 
,  Mr  Hirshberg,  librarian  of  the  Toledo 
public  library,  then  gave  an  illustrated 
lecture — "Making  the  library  known." 
Mr  Hirshberg  believes  that  librarians 
are  among  the  pioneers  in  beginning  to 
employ  advertising  for  the  purpose  of 
swaying  peoples'  minds  in  a  funda- 
mental fashion  for  permanent  purposes. 
All  sorts  of  devices  should  be  employed 
to  encourage  the  people  to  "browse." 
Much  valuable  information  is  gained 
by  the  mere  handling  of  books.  If  the 
library  patron  does  not  want  to  read, 
he  soon  gets  the  taste  for  it  by  book- 
browsing.  Membership  in  as  may  clubs 
and  organizations  as  possible  should  be 
required  of  every  librarian.  Every  club 


membership  leads  to  enlarged  acquaint- 
ance and  indirectly  enlarged  oppor- 
tunities for  service. 

Mr  Hirshberg  advocates  the  sending 
out  of  articles  by  the  state  and  national 
library  organizations.  Good  newspaper 
articles  take  more  gray  matter  than 
writing  the  ordinary  sort  of  poster  copy 
and  if  the  national  or  state  organiza- 
tion, systematically  sent  out  proof  for 
general  newspaper  publication,  it 
would  be  splendid  help  to  local  libraries 
in  placing  their  resources  before  the 
public.  Newspapers  are  usually  very 
generous  with  space  in  their  news  col- 
umns. But  no  one  can  always  secure 
space  just  when  he  wants  to  advertise, 
and  a  moderate  amount  of  paid  adver- 
tising would  put  us  in  better  position 
to  get  space  for  news  articles.  After 
the  lecture,  Mr  Hirsberg  showed 
slides  giving  examples  of  co-operative 
printing  consisting  of  a  joint  bulletin 
of  the  St.  Louis  public  library  and  the 
City  club  of  St.  Louis.  Slides  were 
shown  giving  window  displays  in 
stores — posters  in  hotels,  railway  sta- 
tions, building  lobbies,  etc.  A  number 
of  slides  were  shown  picturing  the  Li- 
brary Week  campaign  conducted  by 
the  Toledo  Commercial  club. 

At  the  close  of  this  lecture,  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected;  President, 
Miss  Mayme  Snipes,  Plainfield;  vice- 
president,  Mr  Harlow  Lindley,  Rich- 
mond; secretary.  Miss  Cerene  (Jhr, 
Indianapolis;  treasurer,  Miss  Olive 
Brumbaugh,  Frankfort, 

Massachusetts— An  interesting  meet- 
ing of  librarians  to  consider  how  to  aid 
aliens  to  choose  the  best  books,  was 
held  at  the  Public  library  of  Haverhill, 
Monday,  December  4.  There  were 
about  76  in  attendance.  Addresses 
were  made  during  the  day  on  library 
work  with  foreigners,  with  the  school 
and  the  public  in  general,  by  Miss  K.  P. 
Loring,  president  of  the  Massachusetts 
library  club,  J.  Randolph  Coolidge, 
Miss  Frances  S,  Wiggin,  agent  for 
work  in  schools  in  Essex  county.  Miss 
M,  J,  Campbell,  director  of  work  with 
foreigners   for  the  state   library   com- 
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mission,  Mayor  Bartlett  and  Librarian 
J,  G,  Moulton, 

A  Haverhill  committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  assist  in  giving  information  to 
the  state  authorities  relative  to  the 
need  for  work  along  library  lines  for 
foreigners.  Those  appointed  were  Miss 
Mary  B.  Maine  of  Ipswich,  who  has 
had  much  experience  in  reaching  the 
Lithuanians  of  that  town,  Miss  Edna 
A.  Brown  of  Andover,  who  has  also 
done  work  with  foreigners,  and  C.  I. 
Somerby  of  Haverhill,  director  of  New- 
buryport  library. 

Miss  Wiggin,  school  agent  for 
Essex,  urged  the  libraries  to  instruct 
the  public  in  the  methods  and  the  use 
of  books  in  educational  and  vocational 
pursuits.  Miss  Campbell  urged  the 
feasibility  of  starting  library  work 
among  foreigners  which  should  be  first 
thoroughly  investigated,  a  collection  of 
the  most  suitable  books  for  the  pur- 
pose made  and  that  foreigners  should 
be  studied  in  order  to  find  out  where 
their  need  lay.  She  said  that  one-third 
of  the  residents  of  Massachusetts  were 
foreign  born  and  another  third  were 
of  foreign  parentage.  About  90  per 
cent  of  those  coming  from  abroad  were 
above  school  age  and  therefore  the 
library  was  one  of  the  main  factors  in 
educating  them.  The  necessity  of  fully 
advertising  the  work  was  dwelt  upon. 

Mayor  Bartlett  referred  to  the  many 
years  he  had  been  interested  in  the 
library,  first  as  a  boy,  then  as  a  trustee, 
and  now  as  mayor. 

Miss  Loring  urged  greater  coopera- 
tion between  the  libraries  of  the  state 
so  that  the  usefulness  of  the  library 
might  be  increased. 


-The  first  meeting  of  the 
Public  School  Librarians  division  of  the 
Department  of  professional  training  of 
teachers,  of  the  Minnesota  education 
association,  took  place  in  the  St.  Paul 
normal  school,  Thursday,  November  2. 
The  first  paper  of  the  afternoon  was 
read  by  Dr  W.  Dawson  Johnston,  of 
the  St.  Paul  public  library  on  "The  li- 
brary as  a  continuation  school." 
George  H.  Locke,  librarian  of  To- 


ronto, Canada,  spoke  next  on  "How 
a  Canadian  library  contributes  toward 
preparedness  with  boys  and  girls,"  Dr 
Locke  emphasized  the  necessity  of 
supplying  historic  backgrounds,  as  a 
basis  for  successful  character  building 
in  preparedness  for  citizenship,  and 
urged  the  power  of  the  emotional  ap- 
peal of  the  historic  story  to  give  young 
people  perspective  as  well  as  atmos- 
phere. 

Miss  Wilson  led  the  discussion  on 
The  training  of  teacher  librarians,  out- 
lining the  problem  under  the  follow- 
ing topics:  The  demand;  The  course 
of  study;  Practice  work;  Practical  ap- 
plication from  the  teacher-librarian's 
point  of  view. 

Mr  Sumner,  librarian  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  North  Dakota,  in  discussing 
The  need  of  teacher-librarians,  said 
that  almost  daily  he  received  questions 
in  regard  to  the  technique  of  school 
libraries,  and  that  to  care  for  that  de- 
mand, in  a  measure,  they  had  been  giv- 
ing instruction  during  the  summer- 
school,  although  only  a  small  number 
had  taken  the  course. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Hazeltine,  preceptress 
of  the  Wisconsin  library  school, 
talked  about  the  course  of  study,  out- 
lining a  course  which  is  being  started 
this  year  in  the  University  of  Wiscon- 
sin, and  describing  in  connection  with 
this  the  organizing  of  a  school  library 
in  the  model  high  school,  which  is 
under  the  College  of  education  of  the 
University.  This  course  is  confined  to 
technical  work  the  first  year,  with  the 
bibliographical  subjects  to  follow  the 
second  year. 

Miss  Florence  Curtis,  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois  library  school,  told  of  a 
course  of  instruction  given  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois,  which  emphasized 
the  book  side  and  use  of  libraries,  but 
did  not  attempt  technical  work. 

Further  discussion  of  this  subject 
was  continued  at  the  Friday  morning 
session  when  A.  D.  Keator,  associate 
librarian  of  Carleton  college,  spoke  on 
"Practice  work."  Mr  Keator  made  a 
special  point  of  the  fact  that  the 
benefit  to  the  person  doing  the  practice 
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work  should  be  kept  in  mind,  not  the 
library  in  which  he  is  doing  the  work, 
that  practice  should  be  very  carefully 
supervised  and  cannot  be  regarded  as  a 
substitute  for  apprentice  work. 

Miss  M.  Doty,  of  Elbow  Lake,  spoke 
on  The  practical  application  from  the 
teacher-hbrarian's  point  of  view.  She 
gfave  a  graphic  description  of  her  li- 
brary as  she  found  it,  and  told  how 
the  reorganization  had  increased  its 
usefulness  and  the  interest  of  the  stu- 
dents. She  testified  that  the  Summer 
school  course  had  anticipated  most  of 
the  questions  which  arose,  particularly 
when  supplemented  by  the  ready  help 
of  the  supervisor  of  school  libraries. 

On  Thursday  evening  the  public 
school  librarians  met  for  dinner  with 
the  Twin  City  library  club,  with  Miss 
Farr  presiding  as  toastmistress.  She 
introduced  C.  G.  Schulz,  State  super- 
intendent of  education,  who  gave  a 
short  address  of  welcome. 

He  was  followed  by  Miss  Hazeltine, 
who  emphasized  the  idea  that  the 
"Teacher-librarian"  or  the  librarian  in 
the  public  school  should  be  the  con- 
nectmg  link  between  the  school  and  the 
public  library,  two  of  the  magic  forces 
m  the  life  of  any  community. 

Miss  Curtis  spoke  of  the  necessity  of 
a  librarian  becoming  better  known 
throughout  her  community,  as  the  li- 
brary was  the  "and  Company"  of  every 
enterprise   started  in   the   community. 

Mr  Locke  gave  a  very  interesting 
talk  on  library  work  in  Toronto  and 
Canada,  and  told  of  the  great  help  the 
library  institutes  or  round  tables  had 
been  in  arousing  library  interest 
throughout  the  rural  districts  of 
Canada. 

Miss  Baldwin  said  that  the  develop- 
ment of  school  libraries  was  stimulat- 
ing the  activities  of  public  libraries  and 
hoped  that  library  boards  could  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  ask  for  large  appropria- 
tions for  the  library — commensurate 
with  the  growth  and  improvements  in 
other  departments  of  the  town's 
activities. 

Dr  Johnston  as  the  last  speaker  of 
the  evening,  invited  all  those  present 


to  visit  the  new  building  of  the  St. 
Paul  public  library. 

On  Friday  morning  the  next  regular 
session  was  held,  at  the  St.  Paul  nor- 
mal school.  The  following  officers 
were  elected  for  the  coming  year:  Miss 
Martha  Wilson,  president ;  Miss  Ruth 
Ely  of  Duluth,  vice-president;  Miss 
Bessie  Scripture  of  E^st  high-school. 
Minneapolis,  secretary. 

Marion  V.  Baker,  librarian  of  the 
Rochester  high-school,  read  a  paper  on 
"Equipment  and  furniture  of  a  high 
school  library,"  describing  fully  the 
location  and  arrangement  of  the  library 
room,  its  lighting  and  decoration,  and 
giving  the  measurements  for  shelving, 
tables,  magazine  rack,  bulletin  board 
and  filing  cases. 

Alma  Penrose,  of  West  high  school, 
Minneapolis,  read  a  paper  on  "Teach- 
ing the  ues  of  the  library  to  high  school 
students."  Miss  Penrose  told  of  the 
plan  in  use  in  her  own  high  school, 
where  instruction  is  given  in  beginning 
English  classes.  Last  year  only  two 
lessons  were  given  to  each  class.  This 
year  eight  lessons  are  to  be  given. 

Miss  Martha  Wilson,  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  instruction,  present- 
ed a  report  of  progress,  as  follows : 

Tentative  outlines  for  instruction  in 
the  schools  have  been  prepared  by  the 
members  of  the  committee :  For  the 
grades.  Miss  Margaret  Mahoney;  Use 
of  the  High  school  library.  Miss  Alma 
Penrose ;  Use  of  the  public  library  for 
high  school  students,  Mr  A.  D.  Keator; 
Teacher's  training  departments  and 
rural  schools,  Miss  Alberta  Ackerman. 

These  discuss  the  sequence  of  in- 
struction, by  whom  given,  and  where, 
and  outline  the  work  in  some  detail. 
The  teacher-librarians  were  requested 
to  test  the  outlines  by  use  in  their 
schools  and  report  with  adaptations 
and  additions  before  the  next  meeting 
as  a  contribution  to  a  future  manual  of 
instruction. 

The  committee  was  continued. 

Mrs  F.  A.  Koos  of  Anoka  next  spoke 
on  the  "Accumulation  and  care  of  pam- 
phlets." Mrs  Koos  mentioned  many 
valuable  sources  of  pamphlet  material 
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— foundatioDs,  societies,  states  and 
cities,  and  advocated  vertical  filing,  by 
subject,  with  subject  headings  taken 
from  the  Reader's  Guide,  as  the  ideal 
method  of  caring  for  them. 

Miss  Margaret  Fletcher,  librarian  of 
the  combined  school  and  public  libraTy, 
at  St.  Louis  Park,  read  the  final  paper 
on  "How  may  grade  children  be  best 
served  by  the  school  library?"  She 
said  that  the  first  essential  is  to  have 
enough  books  of  the  right  kind,  divid- 
ing the  funds  equally  between  high 
school  and  grades  and  making  careful 
selection  from  the  state  school  lists.  It 
pays  to  have  attractive  editions  of  the 
older  books,  such  as  The  last  of  the 
Mohicans,  il.  by  Boyd  Smith,  with 
plenty  of  good  fairy  tales  and  books 
for  first  reading.  Next  the  children 
must  be  brought  to  the  library,  through 
talks  and  invitations  given  in  each 
room,  and  enlisting  the  interest  of  the 
teachers  who  are  glad  to  help  advertise 
the  library.  The  room  should  be  made 
as  attractive  as  possible  with  a  table 
and  chairs  for  the  younger  children, 
attractive  pictures  and  casts,  which  the 
children  are  glad  to  help  buy.  Then 
most  important  of  all,  the  librarian 
must  know  her  books  and  her  children 
in  order  to  guide  their  reading.  If 
grade  buildings  are  located  tn  dtflerent 
parts  of  the  town,  groups  of  books 
should  be  loaned  to  these  buildings  in 
charge  of  a  teacher  or  older  pupil. 

The  meeting  adjourned  and  broke  up 
into  the  following  round  tables : 

The  rural  school  library :  Leader, 
Miss  Armstrong,  Howard  Lake.  The 
high  school  library :  Leader,  Miss 
Barquist,  Minneapolis. 

The  Normal  school  library:  Leader, 
Miss  Liedloff,  St.  Cloud. 

The  interest  shown  at  this  first  meet- 
ing of  the  section  was  most  gratifying. 
There  were  75  in  attendance  at  the 
first  session,  about  60  the  following 
morning,  and  13S  at  the  dinner,  rep- 
resenting librarians  of  public,  high- 
school,  college  and  normal  school  li- 
braries, teacher-librarians,  superintend- 
ents and  teachers. 

The  presence  of  Dr  Locke,  with  his 


rich  fund  of  humor  and  vitality  was  a 
great  stimulus.  His  address  on  the 
general  program  of  the  M.  E.  A,  on 
"Efficiency  of  the  Spirit"  called  forth 
such  a  wave  of  enthusiasm  that  he  was 
obliged  to  respond  to  an  encore. 

Bessie  Scripture, 
Secretary. 

Montuu — The  Montana  library  asso- 
ciation held  its  tenth  annual  meeting 
at  Missoula,  November  27-29. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order 
Monday  afternoon  at  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  by  President  Davies.  Pro- 
fessor Aber  of  the  Missoula  library 
board  gave  a  short  address  of  welcome. 
Mrs  Homan  of  Havre  gave  the  re- 
sponse. In  a  lecture  on  American  hu- 
morists. Professor  Holliday  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Montana  spoke  of  America  as 
undoubtedly  ranking  first  in  this  field 
of  literature,  and  gave  a  number  of 
readings  from  our  best  known  humor- 
ists. This  was  followed  by  an  excellent 
address  or."  the  Management  of  Mon- 
tana libraries  by  President  Davies  of 
Butte  library.  He  paid  a  high  tribute 
to  Miss  Plummer  and  her  service  in 
library  work.  A  delightful  informal 
tea  was  given  at  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

The  second  session  was  devoted 
chiefly  to  small  libraries.  Miss  Ruth 
Worden  of  the  Missoula  library  gave  a 
practical  talk  on  Use  of  clippings  and 
pamphlets.  She  recommended  the  card 
index  for  local  newspapers. 

Miss  Ruth  King  of  Butte  gave  an 
excellent  paper  on  Children's  work, 
based  on  her  experiences  as  children's 
librarian  in  the  Butte  library. 

This  was  followed  by  a  paper  on  the 
Story-hour  and  the  victrola,  by  Miss 
Irene  Eldred  of  Deer  Lodge.  The  ses- 
sion wag  closed  by  a  round-table  on 
Library  publicity.  Short  talks  were 
given  by  Miss  McLaughlin  of  Chateau 
County  on  Publicity  at  the  county  fair; 
by  Miss  Steadman  of  Livingston  on 
Publicity  through  visits  to  schools,  and 
by  Miss  Haley  of  Helena  on  Publicity 
through  printed  bulletins  and  lists. 

Miss  Gertrude  Buckhous  of  the  State 
University  library  was  chairman  of  the 
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third   session,   which   was   devoted   to 
county  libraries. 

Mrs  C.  E.  Bovill  gave  a  paper  on 
"My  work  for  a  library  in  Mineral 
county,"  in  which  she  made  a  plea  for 
good  reading  for  rural  communities. 
She  discussed  the  necessity  of  books  to 
raise  the  social  and  moral  standards  of 
life  throughout  the  country. 

This  was  followed  by  short  talks  on 
the  County  library  and  the  rural 
schools  by  C.  W.  Tenney  of  Helena, 
and  Need  of  library  service  in  a  rural 
community  by  S.  R.  Logan  of  Leon. 
Both  spoke  of  the  Jack  of  books  in  the 
rural  schools,  and  many  practical  sug- 
gestions were  given  for  cooperation  be- 
tween the  countv  libraries  and  the  rural 
schools. 

Miss  Winifred  McLaughlin,  librarian 
of  Chateau  County  library,  spoke  on  her 
novel  experiences  in  getting  books  to 
the  people  throughout  Chateau  County. 

A  librarians'  banquet  was  held  in  the 
evening.  Miss  McCord  of  Bozeman 
was  toastmistress  and  the  witty  toasts 
were  the  most  enjoyable  feature  of  the 
evening. 

The  fourth  session  was  held  Wednes- 
day morning  at  the  public  library.  In 
her  paper  on  State  library  commission 
and  the  assistance  it  can  render  the 
small  library,  Miss  Louise  Fernald  of 
the  Great  Falls  public  library,  empha- 
sized the  need  of  a  commission  for 
Montana.  A  field  worker  to  aid  small 
libraries  and  county  libraries,  is  espe- 
cially necessary  in  this  state  where  dis- 
tances are  so  great. 

Each  member  answered  the  roll  call 
with  a  brief  discussion  of  an  inspir- 
ing book  of  the  year. 

The  following  officers  were  elected: 
President,  Miss  Elizabeth  P.  Ritchie, 
Public  library,  Kalispell;  vice-presi- 
dent, Miss  Ruth  Worden,  Public  li- 
brary, Missoula ;  secretary.  Miss  Win- 
nifred  Feigner,  University  library,  Mis- 
soula; treasurer.  Miss  Ruth  Sultzer, 
Public  library,  Butte. 

Ruth  V.  Steadman, 
Secretary, 
Penna^vwiia— The  first  meeting  of  the 
Pennsylvania  library  club,  for  Uie  year 


1916-1917,  was  held  on  Monday  even- 
ing, November  13,  in  the  lecture  hall  of 
the  H.  Josephine  Widener  branch  of 
the  Free  library  of  Philadelphia. 

The  president,  Mr  Ashhurst,  after  a 
few  words  of  greeting,  introduced  Mr 
A.  Newton,  who  presented  Mrs  Thrale 
as  "A  light  blue  stocking"  in  a  very  in- 
teresting manner,  reading  extracts  from 
her  own  diaries  (of  which  Mr  Newton 
owns  several  copies)  which  gave  an  in- 
timate and  personal  insight  into  the  life 
and  thoughts  of  the  various  members  of 
the  coterie  of  ladies  who  were  the  first 
to  be  dubbed  "Blue  Stockings,"  Dr 
Johnson's  times  are  always  an  interesting 
period  of  history  to  students,  and  Mr 
Newton  has  a  very  happy  faculty  of  giv- 
ing a  personal  touch  to  his  talks,  which 
is  not  only  interesting  but  instructive. 

The  usual  reception  held  afterward 
proved  a  very  pleasant  ending  to  a  thor- 
oughly enjoyable  evening. 

Jean  E.  Graffen, 
Secretary. 

South  Dakota— The  South  Dakota  li- 
brary association  held  its  ninth  annual 
meeting  at  Watertown,  South  Dakota, 
November  28-29.  "Our  libraries  and 
the  commission,"  "Bringing  the  library 
to  the  rural  community,'  "The  pro- 
posed county  library  law,"  and  "The 
report  of  the  reading  circle,"  were  the 
-  papers  presented  and  discussed. 

The  following  exhibits  were  shown: 
mending;  catalog;  publicity;  children's 
work ;  library  supplies ;  records ;  adding 
to  the  appearance  of  library  rooms;  ana 
high  school  libraries. 

The  officers  elected  were  Miss  Edia 
Laurson,  Mitchell,  president ;  Miss 
Eugenia  Walker,  Dell  Rapids,  vice- 
president  ;  and  Mrs  Elva  Schmidt, 
Watertown,  secretary  and  treasurer. 
The  time  and  place  of  the  next  meet- 
ing were  left  to  the  executive  board. 

Vermont— The  Commission  held  its 
joint  annual  meeting  with  the  Vermont 
library  association  at  St.  Johnsbury, 
October  18-19.  The  evening  meeting 
was  devoted  to  reports  from  the  vice- 
presidents,  who  each  has  charge  of 
two  or  three  counties.    Library  public- 
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ity  in  Vermont,  a  report  on  one-county 
or  two-county  library  meetings ;  prog- 
ress in  educational  work,  telling  about 
work  with  the  34  teacher-training 
classes,  and  a  very  sincere  and  touch- 
ing memorial  to  the  late  Mrs  Abba  D. 
Chamberlin  of  Pomfret  from  several 
librarians  who  had  known  her  most  in- 
timately, completed  the  evening. 

In  the  morning,  Mr  H,  G.  Rugg,  as- 
sistant librarian  at  Dartmouth  college, 
gave  a  paper  on  "Some  Vermont  books 
for  Vermont  libraries";  Miss  Sarah  N. 
Cleghorn  was  unable  to  give  her  talk 
on  "Fiction  of  the  year,"  but  three  re- 
views were  given  on  Miss  Sinclair's 
"The  belfry,"  Mrs  Deland's  "Rising 
tide,"  and  Snaith's  "The  sailor."  Miss 
Joanna  D.  Croft,  head  of  the  Burling- 
ton high  school  teacher- training  class, 
gave  a  talk  on  "Story-telling"  with  a 
"demonstration"  on  a  first-grade  class 
from  school,  Dr  Milo  B.  Hillegas, 
Commissioner  of  education,  spoke  on 
"The  library's  place  in  the  process  of 
education."  In  the  afternoon,  G.  D. 
Smith,  librarian  of  the  Burlington  free 
library,  spoke  on  "Some  modem  poets," 
Dr  E.  T.  Fairbanks,  librarian  of  the  St. 
Johnsbury  Athenaeum,  spoke  on  "Al- 
fred Tennyson,"  and  in  the  evening 
Miss  Jessie  B.  Rittenhouse  of  New 
York  spoke  on  "Democracy  and  mod- 
em poetry." 

The  trustees  of  the  Athenaeum  en- 
tertained the  visitors  at  a  delightful 
supper  at  the  Congregational  church, 
where  Miss  E.  C.  Hills,  who  had  served 
as  secretary- treasurer  of  the  V.  L.  A. 
for  five  years,  was  presented  with  a 
silver  tea-set  in  recognition  of  her  ex- 
cellent work. 

The  commission  exhibited  books  on 
forestry,  modern  poets,  story-teiling,  a 
fjeneral  traveling  library,  a  collection 
of  books  given  as  state  aid  in  mainte- 
nance, and  gave  a  demonstration  on  book 
mending.  The  association  secured  an 
educational  exhibit  from  the  U.  S.  gov- 
ernment, showed  many  fine  posters 
from  libraries  advertising  books  on  cur- 
rent events,  holidays,  etc.,  and  a  col- 
lection of  pamphlets  on  the  European 
war.     H.  R.  Huntting  of  Springfield, 


Mass.,  and  C.  W.  Clark  of  New  York 
had  interesting  and  attractive  exhibits 
of  recent  books. 

Rebecca  W.  Wright,  Secretary. 


Coming  MeetingB 
The  next  meetinjr  of  the  Massachu- 
setts library  club  will  be  at  the  Public 
library,  Waltham,  January  25,  1917. 
Among  the  topics  the  work  of  the 
State  library  commissions,  particularly 
in  New  England,  will  be  discussed. 
The  use  of  the  English  language  by 
present  day  writers,  especially  as  to 
the  use  of  slang,  will  be  treated  by  an 
authority. 


Invitation  to  A.  L.  A.  tor  1917 

Invitation  has  been  received  from 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  for  the  meeting  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  for  1917.  If  it  thought 
feasible  to  hold  a  city  meeting  the  pro- 
verbial hospitality  of  Louisville  and  Ken- 
tucky, which  has  been  demonstrated  by 
local  library  meetings  more  than  once, 
makes  a  strong  bid  for  the  acceptance  of 
the  invitation. 


The  Branch  Library  News  of  New 
York  City  for  September  contains  a  list 
of  old  fashioned  novels  with  descrip- 
tive notes.  Doubtless  many  of  them 
may  not  be  found  in  any  but  the  largest 
libraries,  and  therefore  will  not  be  at 
hand  for  the  use  of  the  general  public. 
But  to  anyone  studying  human  prog- 
ress these  books  ofTer  a  valuable  field 
of  consideration  in  showing  the  trend 
of  the  various  periods  through  which 
the  development  of  story  telling  has 
progressed.  As  one's  memory  recalls 
the  story  which  the  notes  set  forth, 
there  is  a  renewal  of  interest  in  old 
times  and  a  feeling  of  a  lasting  some- 
thing, as  one  thinks  of  the  stories  of 
today.  Old  lamps  for  new  in  many 
cases  would  be  an  important  transac- 
tion in  exchanging  books  in  many  pub- 
lic libraries.  "What  will  he  do  with 
it?"  "Lothair,"  "John  Halifax,  Gentle- 
man," "Can  you  forgive  her?"  "Quen- 
tin  Durward,"  and  "Consuelo,"  to  name 
a  few,  stand  out  wonderfully  for  things 
of  the  long  ago. 
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A  Memorial  Meeting 

A  memorial  meeting  in  honor  of  the 
late  lamented  Mary  Wright  Plummer, 
was  held  in  the  Stuart  gallery  of  the 
New  York  public  library  on  Thursday 
evening,  November  16,  and  was  made 
up  of  the  best  that  could  be  offered  by 
those  who  were  long  associated  with 
her  in  the  work  to  which  she  devoted 
her  life. 

Walter  L,  Brown,  president  of  the 
A,  L.  A.,  spoke  of  the  thankfulness 
which  librarians  might  feel  for  having 
had  some  association  with  the  richness 
of  her  life  and  the  indebtedness  to  her 
influence  of  the  largest  share  of  the 
best  work  that  has  been  accomplished 
for  American  libraries.  R.  R.  Bowker, 
of  the  Library  Journal,  reviewed  Miss 
Plummer's  life  as  it  was  shown  in  her 
library  and  literary  work.  He  spoke 
of  the  radiating  influence  she  wielded 
among  her  friends,  calling  it  the  true 
apostolic  succession  for  those,  who 
catching  up  her  inspiration,  extend  her 
work. 

William  R.  Eastman  reviewed  Miss 
Plummer's  work  and  service  to  the  li- 
brary school,  particularly  that  part  of 
it  which  was  spent  as  a  student  in  the 
first  library  school.  He  read  from  a 
letter  from  Miss  Underbill  some  de- 
lightful early  remembrances  of  Miss 
Plummer,  noting  especially  her  earnest- 
ness and  enthusiasm,  "as  she  often 
acted  as  instructor  to  the  juniors  while 
she  herself  was  a  senior."  "It  was 
always  a  pleasure  to  ask  her  questions 
because  she  was  so  good  to  look  at  and 
wore  such  pretty  clothes.  She  had  a 
way  of  making  clear  the  most  trouble- 
some and  bewildering  thinK." 

Miss  Caroline  Weekes  Barrett  re- 
viewed Miss  Plummer's  relations  with 
Pratt  institute  under  the  term  "The 
life  intimate,"  dealing  with  her  per- 
sonal association  with  Miss  Plummer 
in  the  years  when  she  was  connected 
with  Pratt  institute. 

Miss  Annie  Carroll  Moore  dwelt  on 
the  inspiration  which  Miss  Plummer 
had  given  to  the  work  with  children, 
how  this  was  based  on  her  far-seeing 
vision  of  what  joy  might  be  derived 


from  reading,  shaping  of  ideals,  and 
standards  in  the  midst  of  bewildering 
and  overwhelming  processes  in  the 
routine  of  libraries  and  schools. 

The  literary  life  was  treated  by 
Miss  Helen  E.  Haines,  California, 
by  a  tribute  to  the  appealing  quality, 
uncompromising  judgment,  quaint 
humor  as  well  as  more  serious  and 
technical  writings  of  a  professional 
nature. 

Dr  E.  C.  Richardson  of  Princeton,  in 
speaking  of  her  high  standards,  said 
that  in  the  influence  of  25  years  no  one 
person,  save  Dr  Putman,  had  con- 
tributed so  much,  constructively,  to 
the  general  dignity  of  the  library  pro- 
fession in  America  as  Miss  Plummer. 

William  W.  Bishop  of  Michigan  uni- 
versity library  said  no  other  woman  in 
library  work  has  so  merited  the  devo- 
tion of  her  colleagues  as  did  Miss 
Plummer.  Her  many  fine  qualities  of 
head  and  heart  made  her  easily  the 
chief  among  women  librarians  of  the 
world. 

Dr  Herbert  Putnam  in  speaking  of 
"the  woman  in  the  library,"  paid  a 
glowing  tribute  to  women  in  Ameri- 
can librarianship,  which  fact  distin- 
guishes American  librarianship  from 
that  abroad.  He  also  paid  a  tribute  to 
the  library  school  which,  he  said,  has 
been  a  factor  by  which  women  have 
entered  the  service  and  have  brought  to 
it  the  distinctive  characteristics  of  more 
sympathy,  appreciation  of  the  humane 
side  and  that  which  affects  tasie  and 
feelings,  and  understanding  of,  and 
appeal  to  the  portion  of  the  public,  es- 
pecially the  young,  hitherto  neglected, 
and  the  application  to  routine  of  pa- 
tience, enthusiasm  and  of  loyalty.  This 
place  for  women  in  the  library  was 
made  much  larger  by  the  wise  intelli- 
gence, clear  and  straightforward,  of 
Miss  Plummer.  Her  life  was  a  gift 
which,  in  passing  from  her,  has 
gone  to  enrich  others  and  to  add  a 
finer  efficiency  to  a  noble  public 
service. 

Telegrams,  letters  and  poems  from 
those  who  were  unable  to  be  present, 
were  read  at  the  meeting. 
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Some  Good  Book  Week  Efforts 

The  Public  library  at  Crawfordsville, 
Indiana,  was  extensively  active  during 
Good  Book  week.  Newspaper  articles, 
suggesting  good  books,  placards  lettered 
by  the  art  students  in  the  high  school 
with  catchy  sentences  were  displayed  in 
the  store  windows  and  other  public 
places.  A  sign  was  placed  across  the 
entrance  of  the  library  with  the  words 
"Good  Book  week.  Come  in."  written 
on  if.  Book  lists  were  issued  and  efforts 
made  for  general  discussion  of  good 
books  throughout  the  town. 

The  Goodwyn  Institute  and  Cossitt 
libraries  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  em- 
phasized particularly  "Good  book 
week."  Manila  W.  Freeman,  librarian 
of  Goodwyn  institute,  had  extended  ar- 
ticles on  the  subject  in  the  Commercial 
Appeal  and  also  in  the  Street  Railway 
Bulletin  for  the  week.  A  slip  calling 
attention  to  what  good  book  week 
stood  for  was  tipped  into  every  list  dis- 
tributed from  that  library  during  the 
week.  Something  like  15,000  copies  of 
"Books  boys  like  best"  and  "Books  for 
Christmas  for  children"  were  distrib- 
uted through  the  schools,  libraries  and 
stores. 

"Book  Week,"  December  4-9,  was 
observed  by  the  St.  Louis  public  library 
by  means  of  exhibits,  by  the  issue  of 
lists,  and  by  other  special  publicity- 
methods.  The  usual  Christmas  exhibit 
in  the  delivery  hall,  was  begun  during 
the  week  and  a  special  series  of  12  sep- 
arate booklists  was  also  issued. 

The  books  for  this  occasion  were 
loaned  to  the  library  by  St.  Louis  book- 
sellers. Placards  calling  attention  to 
the  week  were  displayed  in  the  library, 
in  stations,  bookstores  and  elsewhere. 
Special  letters  were  sent  out  to  clergy- 
men of  the  city,  most  of  whom  re- 
sponded by  mentioning  "Book  Week" 
in  their  sermons  on  Sunday.  Decem- 
ber 3. 

"Library  week"  was  celebrated  in 
Davenport,  Iowa.  The  library  was 
presented  in  as  many  ways  as  possible 
with  the  minimum  expenditure  of 
money.     Arrangements  were  made  for 


public  exhibits  and  the  library  staff 
planned  them  and  then  visited  the  mer- 
chants. In  some  cases,  the  merchants 
arranged  the  books  themselves,  in 
others  the  young  ladies  were  invited  to 
"step  ito  the  window  and  fix  it  to  suit 
yourselves."  A  special  placard  "When 
you  want  information,  statistics,  facts, 
do  not  hesitate  to  come  or  telephone  to 
your  public  library,  No.  2493,"  was 
placed  in  elevators,  shops,  factories 
and  other  places.  A  leaflet  describing 
the  library  and  its  privileges  was 
scattered  widely.  Merchants  enclosed 
it  in  their  parcels,  hotels  and  restaur- 
ants displayed  it  and  slides  advertising 
the  library  were  run  in  the  picture 
houses.  The  Rotary  club  had  a  special 
library  day  resulting  in  nearly  100  new 
card  holders.  The  newspapers  were  . 
especially  generous  with  space.  It  is 
quite  certain  that  the  city  knows  more 
of  the  library  than  it  did  before. 


Interesting  Things  in  Print 

The  H.  W.  Wilson  Company  has  is- 
sued a  selected  list  of  periodicals  for 
'i6-'17  which  may  be  had  -at  special 
prices. 

A  pamphlet.  Children's  reading,  on 
outlines  for  parents  and  teachers,  com- 
piled by  Clara  L.  Abel,  has  been  issued 
by  the  children's  department  of  the 
Lincoln  library  of  Springfield,  Illinois. 

A  list  of  short  stories  and  tales  com- 
piled by  F.  W.  K.  Drury  has  been  pub- 
lished in  pamphlet  form  by  the  H.  W, 
Wilson  Company, 

.\  list  of  books  on  vocational  guidance 
is  included  in  the  December  number  of 
the  monthly  Bulletin  of  the  St.  Louis  pub- 
he  hbrary,  under  the  title  of  "What  to 
do  and  how  to  do  it." 

The  Public  library  of  Pasadena,  Cali- 
fornia, has  developed  from  the  Bulletin, 
a  magazine  which  is  literary  in  its  con- 
tents and  contains  an  addition  giving 
notes  and  accessions  to  the  library.  Mrs 
Pachard  Du  Bois  is  the  editor. 

The  Church  library  association  of 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  has  issued  a 
list  of  books  recommended  for  Sunday 
school  and  parish  libraries. 
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Ralph  L.  Power,  librarian  of  the 
Coltege  of  business  administration  of 
Boston  is  giving  a  series  of  articles  in 
Boston  University  News  on  the  va- 
rious reference  libraries  in  that  city, 
particularly  those  that  are  in  commer- 
cial and  business  institutions. 

The  Children's  bureau  of  the  U.  S. 
^  department  of  labor,  has  issued  a  list 
of  references  on  child  labor,  compiled, 
under  the  direction  of  H,  H,  B.  Myer 
by  Laura  A.  Thompson,  librarian.  Chil- 
dren's Bureau.  It  is  issued  as  No.  3 
of  the  Industrial  series  publications.  No. 
18. 

A  bibliography  of  pageants  in  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  com- 
piled by  Caroline  H.  Davis,  offered  for 
her  graduation  from  the  library  school 
'  of  New  York  public  library,  has  been 
reprinted  in  separate  form,  from  the 
Bulletin  of  the  New  York  public  li- 
brary for  October,  1916. 

The  Municipal  reference  branch  of 
the  St  Louis  public  library  has  begun 
the  publication  of  a  special  mimeo- 
graphed bulletin,  issued  semi-monthly, 
designed  to  furnish  information  regard- 
ing the  activities  of  the  branch  to  the 
various  city  departments.  The  branch 
reports  a  noteworthy  increase  in  its 
work  since  the  issue  of  this  bulletin, 
especially  in  inquiries  received  over  the 
telephone  from  city  departments,  which 
have  very  nearly  trebled. 

"In  the  land  of  the  counterpane"  is 
the  title  of  an  article  by  Miriam  E. 
Gary,  Minnesota,  supervisor  of  insti- 
tutional libraries  for  Minnesota.  The 
object  of  the  article  is  to  suggest  books 
suitable  for  such  libraries  and  in  the 
descriptive  suggestions,  the  sweet, 
clear  note,  characteristic  of  Miss  Gary 
herself,  adds  much  to  their  value. 
Something  like  150  books  are  in  the 
list,  everyone  good,  only  some  better 
than  others. 

The  Merriam  Company  of  Springfield, 
Massachusetts,  has  issued  a  third  edi- 
tion of  the  Webster's  college  dictionary. 
This  new  work  is  abridged  from  the 
New     International     Dictionary.       The 


method  of  spelling,  capitalization,  pro- 
nunciation, definitions,  etc.,  of  the  larger 
work  has  been  used  and  also  the  illus- 
trative examples  of  the  definitions  of  the 
dictionary.  Very  valuable  extensions 
have  been  made  in  phrases,  synonyms, 
glossaries  and  the  other  collections, 
which  in  this  work  as  well  as  in  the  larger 
volume,  make  it  a  valuable  accompani- 
ment of  every  worker's  desk.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  name  the  various  lines 
of  information  which  are  offered  in  com- 
pact form  in  this  volume  but  they  are  all 
practical  and  helpful,  and  for  this  library 
workers  at  least,  owe  many  thanks. 

Another  pleasing  book  for  children  is 
"Tales  from  the  old  world  and  the  new" 
by  Sophie  M.  Collman  (Stewart  &  Kidd 
Go)  of  the  Cincinnati  public  library,  au- 
thor of  the  delightful  volume  "Art  talks 
for  young  folks."  Miss  Collman  has 
searched  the  fields  of  romance  and  ad- 
venture in  the  old  world  and  the  new 
and  has  brought  together  20  tales  of  ex- 
ceedingly great  interest,  told  in  an  in- 
terest-holding fashion  in  a  charming 
way.  Stories  relating  to  Sir  Galahad, 
Trajan,  St.  Mark,  among  ancient  heroes ; 
to  famous  buildings,  statuary  and  artists; 
to  Marquette,  Braddock,  Washington. 
Lincoln  and  Clevenger  among  noted  men 
in  America  and  to  other  fascinating  per- 
sons and  pleasant  things,  are  told  in  a 
style  that  can  not  fail  to  delight  those 
"who  love  a  story." 

.  A  book  that  well  deserves  its  place  in 
^the.  "Useful  reference  series"  is  "Books 
and  libraries,"  by  John  Adams  Lowe  of 
the  Massachusetts  library  commission, 
which  has  been  issued  by  the  Boston 
Book  Company,  Mr  Lowe  who  was 
formerly  librarian  of  Williams  college 
has  brought  together  here  a  series  of  lec- 
tnres  given  by  him  to  under  graduate 
students  when  he  was  there.  He  de- 
signed to  make  the  students  intelligent 
and  independent  users  of  the  books  of  the 
library  by  acquainting  them  with  library 
machmery.  The  chapter  headings,  the 
card  catalog,  classification,  arrangement 
of  books  on  the  shelves,  indexes,  refer- 
ence books,  etc.,  show  the  practical  sub- 
jects treated.     These  are  presented  in  a 
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clear  concise  fashion  with  sufficient  at- 
tention to  detail  to  reach  the  understand- 
ing of  the  students  and  yet  without  that 
elaboration  that  so  discourages  the  stu- 
dent who  has  had  no  previous  knowledge 
of  reference  books. 

A  collection  of  stories  from  the  Old 
Testament  has  been  selected  and  arranged 
for  telling  by  Frances  J.  Olcott.  Miss 
Olcott's  rare  skill  in  this  sort  of  work  is 
so  well  known  from  her  former  most 
excellent  work,  that  to  express  the  com- 
mendation which  the  volume  so  richly 
deserves  is  superfluous.  But  special  men- 
tion must  be  made  of  the  fine  taste  which 
led  Miss  Olcott  to  use  the  language  of 
the  dignified  old  version  with  its  strik- 
ing imagery  which  adds  large  charm  to 
the  stories.  Instructions  as  to  how  and 
where  to  tell  Bible  stories  are  given  in 
the  introduction.  Excerpts  from  noted 
writers  on  the  place  of  the  Bible  in  edu- 
cation, with  recommendations  of  a  num- 
ber of  editions  of  Bible  literature  for 
children,  are  given  in  the  appendices. 

Illustrations  in  color  by  Willy 
Pogany  add  much  charm  to  the  volume 
of  468  p.  (Houghton  Mifflin  Co.) 

"Ella  Flagg  Young"  is  the  title  of  a 
recent  volume  issued  by  A.  C.  McClurg 
&  Co.,  and  of  much  more  than  passing 
interest.  The  sub-title  "A  half  century 
of  Chicago  public  schools"  gives  the  key 
to  the  importance  of  the  book.  Hardly 
another  school  in  the  country  of  any 
grade  has  had  so  much  of  its  best  devel- 
opment under  the  influence  and  guidance 
of  one  individual  as  has  Chicago  public 
schools  and  not  Chicago  alone  but  the 
whole  educational  fabric  of  the  country. 
For  full  50  years  she  contributed  in  a  po- 
tential way  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  best 
part  of  Chicago  life.  She  might  be  taken 
for  the  embodiment  of  Chicago's  "I  will." 

The  author,  J.  T.  McManis,  was  for 
years  on  the  teaching  staff  of  the  Chi- 
cago normal  school  while  she  was  its 
head.  He  is  still  there  and  has  been  hon- 
ored with  a  personal  friendship  with 
Mrs  Young  which,  in  an  author  of  a 
different  type  would  have  made  a  dif- 
ferent story  of  her  life.  But,  being  a 
keen  analyist  he  has  made  the  story  of 
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her  life  tell  the  story  of  the  development 
of  educational  methods  and  means  under 
her  SO  years'  regime,  giving  a  color  and 
interest  that  holds  the  reader's  attention 
to  the  end.  Her  wide  activity  in  educa- 
tional affairs  gives  ground  for  discussion 
of  things  of  national  and  state  interest. 

An  appendix  to  the  226p.  gives  a  list 
of  her  writings  and  addresses.  Several 
portraits  of  Mrs  Young  are  among  the 
illustrations  of  the  volume.  Every  li- 
brary will  do  good  service  in  placing  this 
book  among  the  first  offered  to  the  young 
women  and  particularly  to  those  who  are 
teachers,  in  its  neighborhood. 

One  gets  the  idea  from  reading  Mr 
McManis'  book  that  here,  indeed,  is  one 
that  lived  up  to  and  realized  her  life  long 
motto : 

Those  who  live  on  the  mountain  have  a 
longer  day  than  those  who  live  in  the  val- 
ley. Sometimes  all  we  need  to  brighten  our 
day  is  to  climb  a  little  higher, 

"Every-day  words  and  their  uses,  a 
guide  to  good  diction,"  by  Professor  Ut- 
ter of  Amherst,  has  been  issued  by  Har- 
per Bros.,  and  is  an  interesting  book  in 
that  it  deals  with  many  words  that  are 
newcomers  in  their  present  use  in  the 
English  language,  and  about  which  there 
is  considerable  difference  of  opinion. 

The  testimony  of  living  witnesses  to 
a  living  force  is  a  rare  but  welcome 
story. 

A  group  of  three  friends,  two  librarians 
and  a  writer,  not  long  since,  fell  into  a 
discussion  of  a  phrase  found  in  their 
reading  aloud  of  a  story  by  another 
friend,  and  they  came  to  the  expression, 
"Isn't  that  just  like  she?"  A  great  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  judging  by  the  force 
of  the  discussion,  arose,  two  of  them  say- 
ing that  "like"  in  that  place  was  an  ad- 
verbial conjunction,  connecting  the  clause, 
"like  she  is,"  understood.  The  Interna- 
tional and  now  Dr  Cutter  says  that  "like" 
is  often  used  with  something  of  the  force 
of  a  preposition,  illustrating  it  with  the 
sentence,  "That's  just  like  her." 

Many  other  interesting  discussions  of 
disputed  words  and  phrases  will  furnish 
an  interesting  moment's  reading,  whether 
one  agrees  with  the  author's  decision  or 
not. 
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Camccle  library.  Atlanta 

Following  a  scries  of  lectures  on  par- 
liamentary law,  the  1916  class  was  for- 
mally organized  and  the  following  of- 
ficers elected: 

President,  Louise  McGovem ;  editor, 
Fanny  Hinton ;  assistant  editor,  Cath- 
erine Crandall ;  secretary-treasurer, 
Jessie  Thompson. 

On  November  24,  the  school  had  the 
privilege  of  hearing  Mr  Utley,  secre- 
tary of  the  American  library  associa- 
tion, talk  on  the  History  and  work  of 
the  American  library  association. 
ToHMiE  Dora  Barker, 
Director. 
Drexel  Institute  alumnae  association 

Mary  B.  Snyder,  Drexel  '02,  is  or- 
^nizing  a  technical  library  for  Henry 
Disston  and  Sons  in  Tacony,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Catherine  Guilford,  Drexel  '14,  is  cat- 
aloging the  library  of  the  Manufactur- 
ers club  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mary  Rebecca  Lingenfelter,  Drexel 
'14,  is  cataloging  the  library  of  the 
William  Penn  Charter  school,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Marion  Pierce,  Drexel  '14,  has  been 
appointed  children's  librarian  in  the 
Public  library  at  Flint,  Michigan.  Miss 
Pierce  is  also  supervising  the  library 
work  with  the  public  schools. 

Marjorie  Test,  Drexel  '13,  has  re- 
signed her  position  at  the  library  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  on  account 
of  ill  health. 

Do  you  enjoy  reading  these  news 
notes  about  Drexel  friends?  If  you 
do,  please  consider  yourself  a  commit- 
tee of  one  to  send  all  news  that  comes 
to  your  attention  to  the  secretary  of 
the  association. 

Katherine  M.  Trimble, 

Secretary. 

Drexel  Institute,  Phila.,  Pa. 
University  of  Illinois 

The  course  of  lectures  given  by  per- 
sons not  connected  with  the  faculty  at 
the  University  of  Illinois  was  opened 
most  auspiciously  this  year  on  Novem- 
ber 14  by  Miss  Lutie  E.  Stearns,   Miss 


Steams  was  at  the  university  as  one 
of  the  speakers  before  the  State  federa- 
tion of  women's  clubs,  and  the  Library 
school  was  able  to  hear  one  of  Miss 
Steams'  inimitable  speeches  on  "The 
library  and  the  ideal  democracy." 

The  lecture  course  was  continued  by 
Miss  May  Massee,  editor  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
Booklist,  who  spoke  on  the  afternoon  of 
November  21  on  the  A.  L.  A.  Book- 
list's selection  for  small  libraries.  Miss 
Massee  was  able  to  stay  for  but  one 
lecture,  but  during  the  hour  in  which 
she  spoke  she  gave  her  audience  a  very 
definite  picture  of  the  work  of  her  ofhce. 

Miss  Irene  Warren,  formerly  libra- 
rian of  the  School  of  education  of  the 
University  of  Chicago,  gave  two  lec- 
tures on  the  High-school  library  before 
the  students,  faculty,  staff  members, 
and  high-school  teachers  of  Champaign 
and  Urbana,  December  9. 

The  Library  club  held  its  first  regu- 
lar meeting  of  the  year  on  the  evening 
of  December  7.  The  speaker  for  the 
occasion  was  Mrs  Edward  F.  Nickoley, 
a.  graduate  of  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois, who  has  returned  recently  from 
an  eight  months'  stay  in  Athen.-!  and 
Thessaly.  Mrs  Nickoley  was  able  to 
give  a  very  graphic  picture  of  present 
day  conditions  in  Greece. 

Pearl  A.  Stone,  '15-16,  was  obliged  to 
take  a  leave  of  absence  from  her  posi- 
tion as  librarian  of  the  Proviso  Town- 
ship high  school,  Maywood,  111.,  on  ac- 
count of  serious  illness,  and  is  spend- 
ing the  fall  with  friends  in  Strafford, 
Missouri.  Her  position  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  was  filled  by 
Wilma  H.  Ponder,  '14-15. 

Myra  O'Brien,  B.  L.  S.,  Illinois,  '07, 
resigned  her  position  as  librarian  in 
the  Legislative  reference  department 
of  the  Kansas  state  library,  to  accept  a 
position  on  the  staff  of  the  Kansas 
State  Agricultural  College  library  at 
Manhattan. 

Linda  M.  Clatworthy,  Illinois,  B.  L. 
S.,  '00,  has  been  appointed  reference 
librarian  in  the  Washington  state  col- 
lege at  Pullman. 

Frances  Simpson, 
Assistant  director. 
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New  York  public  libraiy 
Special    lectures    before    the    juniors 

have  been  as  follows: 

November  10  and  IS.  Dr  Frank  Weiien- 
kampf.    Prints. 

November  IS.  Miss  Mary  E.  Hall.,  The 
high  school  library. 

November  22.  Mr  H.  M.  Lydenberg.  Ref- 
erence department,  Hew  York  public 
library. 

November  27,  Mr.  Andrew  W.  Edson. 
Recent  developments  in  New  York  City 
schools. 

November  29.  Miss  Josephine  Adams 
Rathbone.    The  librarian's  care  of  herself. 

December  6.  Miss  Mary  Ogden  White. 
Book  reviews. 

December  8.    Mr  H.  W.  Kent.    The  modem 


December  9.  Miss  Edith  Abbot.  Metro- 
politan museum  of  art. 
This  last  lecture  was  given  at  the  Met- 
ropolitan museum  and  was  followed  by 
an  inspection  of  the  collections  in  the  gal- 
leries. 

The  seniors  in  the  School  and  College 
course  have  had  six  lectures  by  Mr  An- 
drew Keogh,  librarian  of  Yale  university, 
on  the  "Administration  of  the  college  and 
university  library;"  two  lectures  by  Mr 
Root  on  "Community  sei^'ice  by  the  col- 
lege library"  and  "Biblit^raphical  in- 
struction in  colleges ;"  and  have  visited 
the  library  of  the  College  of  the  City  of 
New  York  and  Miss  Stevens'  studio. 

The  seniors  in  the  Advanced  reference 
and  cataloging  course  have  been  catalog- 
ing incunabula,  calendaring  manuscripts, 
and  working  in  the  map  room.  They 
have  also  attended  Mr  Keogh's  lectures 
and  a  lecture  by  Mr  Root  on  "E^rly 
printing  in  the  United  States." 

The  seniors  in  the  Administration 
course  have  had  a  series  of  conferences 
on  children's  books  under  the  leadership 
of  Miss  Annie  Carrol!  Moore,  and  the 
talks  on  Branch  library  administration 
described  last  month.  Lectures  in  this 
course  have  been  given  by  Miss  Florence 
Overton,  Miss  Ernestine  Rose,  Mrs  Noel 
Leslie,  Miss  Edith  W.  Tiemann,  Miss 
Gabriella  Ackley,  and  Miss  Ella  E. 
Wagar. 

The  junior  class  entertained  the  fac- 
ulty, seniors,  and  a  few  friends  on  the 
evening  of  November  24.  A  play  "The 
crowded  hour,"  was  presented,  and  Miss 
Handerson  of  the  faculty  read  character 


in  samples  of  handwriting  submitted  by 
the  guests.  Refreshments  and  a  social 
hour  followed. 

Agnes  A.  McQure,  jr.  '12,  has  re- 
turned to  this  country  and  has  accepted 
a  position  with  The  H.  W.  Wilson  Com- 
pany. 

The  engagement  is  announced  of  Char- 
lotte A.  Ayres,  jr.  '16,  to  Arthur  Y. 
Meeker,  of  Montclair,  N.  J. 

Jessie  C.  MacCurdy,  'lo,  has  resigned 
her  position  in  the  library  of  Columbia 
university  to  accept  the  position  of  li- 
brarian of  the  Workingmen's  Compensa- 
tion Bureau. 

Ehzabeth  V.  Briggs,  '15,  has  accepted 
the  position  of  librarian  of  the  Royal  Oak 
Township  library,  Mich. 

Janet  F.  Melvain,  '13,  has  been  ap- 
pointed librarian  of  the  American  Social 
Hygiene  association. 

May  V.  Crenshaw,  '15,  has  removed  to 
University,  Va.,  where  she  has  taken  a 
secretarial  position. 

George  S.  Maynard,  '14,  has  been  ap- 

S Dinted  to  a  position  on  the  staff  of  the 
loston  public  library. 

Anna  L.  Brackbill,  jr.  '16,  has  been  ap- 
pointed assistant  cataloger  in  the  Union 
Theological  Seminary  library. 

Mrs  Jennie  C.  Engell,  '16,  is  in  charge 
of  the  circulation  department  of  the  Ta- 
coma  public  library,  Wash. 

Ruth  Fleming,  jr.  '16,  has  been  ap- 
pointed assistant  in  the  Portland  public 
library,  Oregon. 

Clara  L,  Overton,  '16,  has  been  ap- 
pointed High  school  librarian,  White 
Plains,  N.  Y. 

Emma  L.  Pafort,  jr.  '16,  has  been  ap- 

E'nted  assistant   in  the  Public  library, 
y  City,  Mich. 

I^uise   E.   Jones,   '16,   has   been   ap- 
pointed first  assistant  in  the  Washington 
Heights  branch  of  the  New  York  library. 
AzARiAH  S.  Root, 
Principal. 
New  York  atate  Ubrair 
A  memorial  meeting  was  held  No- 
vember 20  in  honor  of  Mary  W.  Plum- 
mer,  '89,  and  Martha  Thome  Wheeler, 
'91.     The  arrangements  were  in  gen- 
eral charge  of  Miss  Woodworth.     Mr 
Wyer   presided.     The   speakers   were 
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W.  R.  Eastman,  "92,  who  repeated  the 
address  he  made  the  preceding  week 
at  a  similar  meeting  in  New  York  city, 
and  W.  S.  Biscoe,  of  the  faculty  of  the 
school,  who  paid  tribute  to  the  high 
ideals  of  Miss  Wheeler  and  the  fidelity 
with  which  she  adhered  to  those  ideals 
in  all  her  work.  The  deaths  of  Miss 
Groves,  '03,  and  Mr  Gay,  '02,  are  noted 
elsewhere. 

The  students  who  are  particularly 
interested  in  work  with  children  are 
availing  themselves  of  several  oppor- 
tunities which  have  been  recently  pre- 
sented. Julia  L.  Sauer  and  Marion  L. 
Horton  have  conducted  story-hours 
under  the .  direction  of  the  Woman's 
club  of  Albany.  A  number  from  both 
classes  are  giving  voluntary  service  as 
aids  in  the  exhibition  of  Christmas 
books  for  children  now  being  held  by 
the  State  library.  The  entire  school, 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  Woman's 
club,  attended  a  recital  of  Indian  folk 
tales  given  by  Miss  Mary  Powers, 
November  25. 

Bertha  M.  Cudebec,  '17,  who  was  re- 
cently elected  librarian  of  the  Albany 
free  library,  has  been  obliged,  through 
stress  of  work,  to  discontinue  tempo- 
rarily the  courses  she  has  been  taking 
in  the  school. 

Pres.  Rush  Rhees  of  Rochester  uni- 
versity spoke  to  the  school  on  "Ex- 
periences of  a  library  trustee,"  Decem- 

Pres  Rush  Rhees  of  Rochester  uni- 
of  varied  experience,  being  officially 
connected  with  an  endowed  reference 
library,  a  city  public  library  and  a  uni- 
versity library,  but,  what  is  still  more 
uncommon  among  trustees,  he  pre- 
sented the  trustee's  viewpoint  with  a 
full  appreciation  of  the  responsibility 
of  both  trustee  and  librarian^and  with 
a  sympathetic  knowledge  of  the  possi- 
bilities and  limitations  of  a  librarian's 
work. 

The  school  will  be  30  years  old 
January  5,  1917.  The  anniversary  will 
be  celebrated  rather  informally  by  the 
school  and  former  students  of  Albany 
and  its  vicinity,  AH  former  students 
are,  of  course,  cordially  welcomed. 
F.  K.  Walter. 
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Pratt  institute 

The  School  sent  out  to  its  325  gradu- 
ates in  active  library  work  a  question- 
naire concerning  their  positions',  sal- 
aries, vacations,  etc.  Of  these  229 
haveTieen  returned  filled  out.  The  vice- 
director  purposes  tabulating  the  returns 
as  soon  as  the  stragglers  have  been  heard 
from. 

The  annual  report  of  the  school 
forms  part  of  the  report  of  the  Pratt 
Institute  free  library  which  has  just 
been  published.  Graduates  not  on  the 
mailing  list,  may  obtain  copies  of  the 
report  by  writing  to  the  library  office. 

A  lecture  was  given  on  the  afternoon 
of  November  14,  by  Dr  Frank  P.  Hill, 
librarian  of  the  Brooklyn  public  library, 
on  the  work  of  that  system.  The  school 
had  a  visit  from  Miss  Sarah  C.  N,  Bo- 
gle, director  of  the  Carnegie  library 
school  at  Pittsburgh,  on  the  same  after- 
noon, and  the  class  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  them  both  at  tea  after  Dr 
Hill's  lecture. 

Dr  Azariah  S.  Root,  principal  of  the 
New  York  library  school,  gave  two  lec- 
tures in  November.  His  subject  for 
the  first  was  College  library  and  com- 
munity service,  and  for  the  second.  Bib- 
liographical courses  in  schools  and  col- 
leges. 

The  class  had  a  sewing  bee  at  the 
Women's  club  on  the  evening  of  No- 
vember 15,  for  the  wounded  soldiers  in 
French  hospitals. 

A  number  of  the  class  attended  the 
auction  sale  of  Americana  at  Ander- 
son's galleries  on  November  24. 

During  the  Thanksgiving  vacation 
the  students  who  remained  in  town 
were  taken  through  the  Russian  brass 
shops  on  the  lower  East  side  by  one  of 
their  number.  Miss  Matilda  Livshitz, 
formerly  of  the  Seward  Park  branch 
library. 

Thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  Miss 
Hutchinson,  librarian  of  the  Brooklyn 
Institute  museum  of  arts  and  sciences, 
the  class  were  invited  to  attend  a  course 
of  lectures  on  etchings  on  consecutive 
Friday  afternoons  during  December, 
and  many  availed  themselves  of  the 
privilege. 
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The  School  has  heard  with  great  re- 
gret of  the  death  of  Alice  Stanton  Gris- 
wold,  '11,  on  November  27,  at  a  hos- 
pital in  Hartford,  Conn.,  after  an  ill- 
ness of  only  a  week.  Miss  Griswold 
had  been  librarian  of  the  Hartford  med- 
ical society  since  February,  1912.  She 
re-organized  the  library  and  rendered 
such  efficient  service  that  Dr  Steiner, 
head  of  the  library  committee,  said  that 
he  and  his  colleagues  felt  her  loss  an 
irreparable  one. 

Florence  A.  Adams,  '13,  librarian  of 
the  Polytechnic  preparatory  school,  has 
accepted  the  librarianship  of  the  law 
firm  of  Cravath  and  Henderson  of  New 
York. 

Sarah  Greer,  '14,  has  resigned  from 
the  cataloging  stafif  of  Columbia  Uni- 
versity library  to  accept  a  position  in 
the  reference-catalog  division  of  the 
New  York  public  library. 

Josephine  Adams  Rathbone, 

Vice-Director. 
Riverude,  CaL 

The  winter  school  conducted  at 
Riverside  by  the  Riverside  Library 
Service  school  begins  January  8,  with 
Dr  Frank  P.  Hill  as  principal  lecturer, 
and  W.  Elmo  Reavis  as  instructor  in 
binding,  Joseph  F.  Daniels  in  book  se- 
lection, and  several  other  instructors 
and  lecturers. 

Banning  January  22,  Miss  Irene 
Warren  of  Chicago  and  Miss  Ellen  M, 
Chandler  of  the  Buffalo  public  library 
will  begin  their  work.  In  addition  to 
the  reference  work  and  the  course  on 
school  libraries,  Miss  Warren  will  give 
a  shorter  course  in  office  filing  and  in- 
dexing. Miss  Chandler  will  teach  cata- 
loging and  classification.  Other  lectur- 
ers will  cover  other  subjects  during  the 
same  time. 

Beatrice  McLean,  '16  class,  has  been 
employed  by  Bullock's  department 
store  in  Los  Angeles  as  assistant  in 
the  book  department.  This  is  the  first 
of  our  students  to  enter  the  book  sell- 
ing business.  We  expect  more  to  do 
the  same.  For  a  girl  with  good  educa- 
tion, excellent  health  and  pleasing  man- 
ners there  is  a  promising  field.    There 


is   no   doubt   that   library   training   is 
most  desirable  in  book  selling. 

Zelia  Webb  has  passed  the  civil 
service  examination  for  the  San  Diego 
public  library  and  is  rated  senior 
assistant.  Miss  Webb  was  formerly 
librarian  at  Calexico  public  library  and 
attended  the  short  course  at  Riverside. 

Lilla  B.  Dailey,  who  completed  her 
work  at  Riverside  recently  and  became 
librarian  at  Chula  Vista,  has  just  been 
appointed  librarian  at  National  City, 
California. 

Joseph  F.  Daniels. 
Simmons  college 

The  Christmas  vacation  begins  De- 
cember 21,  the  new  session  commenc- 
ing January  4,  1917. 

This  period  of  the  year  has  few  new 
courses  beginning,  and  the  outside 
lectures  have  been  chiefly  those  on 
library  buildings.  On  December  18, 
Frederick  W.  Faxon  addressed  the 
class  on  "Some  librarians  and  library 
conferences,"  illustrated  by  his  very 
interesting  collection  of  slides. 

In  the  Book  selection  course  the 
seniors  have  been  visiting  the  Boston 
book  stores  to  observe  the  Christmas 
displays.  The  members  of  the  college 
graduate  Book  selection  course  have 
been  inspecting  the  special  libraries 
of  the  Womens  Educational  and  In- 
dustrial Union,  the  Art  museum,  and 
the  Social  Service  library. 

A  number  of  the  students  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunity  of  hearing 
Tagore  speak  at  Tremont  Temple  on 
his  Boston  visit. 

Florence  H.  Butterick,  '08-09.  was 
married  to  Welby  H.  McCollam,  Octo- 
ber 14,  1916. 

Annaymar  Milliken.  '10-11,  was  mar- 
ried to  Rev  P.  E.  Lyndon,  July  13, 
1916. 

Edith  Ashmore,  '13,  was  married  to 
Charles  Maurice  Elder,  August  10, 
1916. 

Margaret  E.  Sinclair,  '16,  is  catalog- 
ing at  Harvard  university, 

Grace  W.  Thompson  is  compiling  a 
bibliography  on  biological  chemistry 
for  Mr  Shaw  of  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  technology. 
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Marion  J.  Ewing,  'U,  is  home  on  a 
year's  leave  of  absence  from  Pomona 
college. 

June  Richardson  Donnelly, 
Director. 
Western  Reserve  univerutr 

The  lectures  given  by  the  Dean  of 
the  school,  Mr  W.  H.  Brett,  out  of  his 
very  busy  life  and  experience,  are 
always  welcomed  by  the  students,  and 
the  lectures  on  the  Cleveland  library 
system  illustrated  with  lantern  slides 
were  greatly  enjoyed.  The  subject  of 
library  legislation  has  also  been  pre- 
sented by  him. 

It  was  an  especially  valued  privilege 
to  view  the  plans  for  the  new  Main 
library  building  for  the  Cleveland  pub- 
lic library,  which  had  been  prepared 
by  the  eight  architects  who  were  se- 
lected for  the  competition  and  to  hear 
Mr  Brett's  explanation  of  them. 

Recent  changes  among  the  alumni 
have  resulted  in  the  following  new  posi- 
tions: 

Edith  M.  Hill,  '08,  librarian  of  the 
Temple  branch,  Cleveland  public 
library. 

Mrs  Adaline  C.  Merrill,  '08,  librarian 
of  the  Cleveland  Heights  high-school, 
Cleveland. 

Emma  Geisler,  '10,  librarian  of  the 
Geiger-Jones  Co.,  Canton,  O. 

Mildred  M.  Burke,  '11,  librarian  at 
the  Stanford  Park  branch.  Public 
library,  Chicago. 

Anna  L.  Robson,  '12,  librarian  of  the 
Glenn  Co.  free  library.  Willows,  Calif. 

Pyrrha  B,  Sheffield,  '!3,  librarian  of 
the  John  Marshall  high-school,  Chi- 
cago. 

Lura  C.  Hutchinson,  '14,  librarian 
of  the  North  branch,  Public  library, 
Minneapolis. 

Katherine  Marvin,  '14,  cataloger  at 
the  Columbia  University  library.  New 
York  City. 

Violet  D.  Austin,  '15,  assistant  libra- 
rian at  Oahu  college,  Honolulu. 

Blanche  A.  Swope,  '16,  librarian  of 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  Pitts- 
burgh. 

Rose  L.  Eichenbaum,  '11,  has  re- 
signed her  position  as  librarian  in  the 


Temple  branch,  Cleveland  public  li- 
brary, to  take  up  social  work  tempo- 
rarily in  New  York  City.  

Bertha  E.  Mantle,  '14,  has  tempo- 
rarily withdrawn  from  library  work 
and  is  a  student  at  the  Kent,  Ohio, 
normal  school. 

Cards  have  been  received  announc- 
ing the  marriage  of  Martha  C,  San- 
born, '09,  to  Frederic  C.  Willson,  Wec- 
hawken,  N,  J, 

Alice  S.  Tyler, 
Director, 


A  Social  Center 

The  need  of  a  "Social  Center"  in  the 
town  that  is  neither  a  village  nor  a 
city  is  one  that  claims  attention  in 
many  localities.  The  following  story 
is  suggestive. 

A  public  reading  room  in  the  center 
of  the  town  has  been  maintained  for 
some  time  in  Virginia,  Minn.  The  sup- 
port of  the  room  was  furnished  by  the 
city  council,  police  and  fire  commission. 
This  reading  room  has  been  much  fre- 
quented by  the  element,  which  besides 
the  saloon  has  no  place  to  go.  It  has 
proved  a  success  within  the  scope 
planned  for  it. 

Reading  matter  consistii^  of  old 
magazines  and  papers  has  been  liber- 
ally supplied  and  eagerly  read  by  fre- 
quenters of  the  room.  The  place  has 
been  used  to  a  great  extent  during  the 
inclement  weather. 

The  furniture  of  the  room  was  loaned 
by  the  Park  board,  which  now  feels  a 
need  of  the  return  of  its  equipment. 

At  the  request  of  the  city  council, 
the  public  library  will  take  over  the 
room  and  will  make  the  place  more  in- 
viting than  it  is  at  present  and,  if  pos- 
sible, will  place  a  man  in  permanent 
charge  of  it.  An  employment  informa- 
tion bureau  will  be  maintained,  Sunday 
afternoon  concerts  will  be  given  on  the 
victrola  and  an  effort  will  be  made  to 
render  it  an  attractive  and  helpful  place 
to  those  for  whom  it  is  intended. 

If  a  municipality  may  furnish  a  park 
for  summer,  why  not  a  social  center  for 
winter? 
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The     High- School     Library    and     Its 

Possibilities 

Un    Edward    S.    Carter,    librarian.    Port 

Arthur  high  school,  Tncaa 

The  high  school  is  realizing  not  only 
its  need  for  broad  knowledge  of  puh- 
Hc  affairs,  and  detailed  knowledge  of 
specific  vocational  activities  but  it  is 
also  conscious  that  it  must  enter  upon 
the  field  of  wide  community  service. 
It  realizes  that  it  is  the  most  logical 
means  of  initiating  and  perfecting  or- 
ganizations of  the  people  for  educa- 
tional purposes.  In  short,  it  is  con- 
scious that  the  school  that  is  an 
isolated,  unrelated  institution  is  disre- 
garding the  principle  that  motivated  its 
establishment,  "the  building  of  citizen- 
ship." 

And  what  is  the  relation  between 
the  high  school  library  and  the  public 
library  of  a  city?  Both  are  working 
toward  the  same  end';  both  are  an  in- 
tegral part  of  the  education  of  that  city. 
Sandwiched  between  the  public  school 
and  the  public  library  the  high  school 
library  has  an  unique  position.  It  is  a 
link  to  fill  two  great  breaches,  the 
breach  between  the  school  and  the  pub- 
lic library.  The  education  of  a  child 
is  a  civic  problem;  both  institutions 
arc  created  for  the  betterment  of  civic 
conditions.  Their  relation  then  should 
be  a  co-ordinating  and  correlating  of 
forces.  How  often  do  we  hear  libra- 
rians say,  "Oh,  that  the  school  would 
work  with  us  in  building  up  our  story 
hour,  or  in  carrying  the  books  to  the 
children."  It  is  not  difficult,  then,  for 
us  the  understand  the  function  of  the 
school  library.  The  school  has  the 
children ;  the  library  has  the  books. 
The  school  comes  in  contact  with  prac- 
tically every  home  in  the  city.  It  has 
the  best  possible  opportunity  to  reach 
the  home.  The  child,  who  under  the 
leadership  of  a  strong  children's  libra- 
rian in  the  school  becomes  a  book  lover, 
will  be  a  lover  of  books  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  The  town  that  has  a  child- 
hood trained  in  the  use  of  books  as  a 


part  of  its  school  curricula  is  the  town 
that  will  maintain  and  support  the 
strongest  public  library. 

The  high  school  library  is  not  only 
rich  in  its  possibilities  of  feeding  the 
public  library;  it  is  also  blessed  in  its 
power  of  focalizing  school  interests  and 
school  enthusiasm.  It  is  the  adver- 
tising bureau  of  the  school.  You  li- 
brarians who  understand  all  the  joy  of 
building  an  attractive  picture  collec- 
tion ;  of  making  beautiful  book  posters ; 
of  maintaining  interesting  bulletin 
boards ;  of  inspiring  children  with  the 
charm  of  fascinating  stories,  can  realize 
the  degree  of  appreciation  which  the 
high  school  librarian  mets  with  when 
her  position  is  an  "open  sesame"  to 
every  school  room  in  a  city  system. 
You  can  understand  what  a  boon  are 
the  high  school  girls  of  the  library 
training  class  who  help  administer  all 
work.  Their  youth  and  enthusiasm  are 
most  valuable  assets  to  the  librarian 
encumbered  with  the  vast  amount  of 
detail  work. 

Then  again  the  high  school  library  is 
important  in  its  power  of  correlating 
with  every  other  department  of  the 
school.  It  is  the  laboratory  of  labora- 
tories. It  is  the  room  which  the  man- 
ual training  boys  may  equip ;  which  the 
domestic  arts  girls  and  agricultural 
students  may  help  beautify.  Its  pic- 
tures, maps,  stereoptican,  and  current 
events  bulletin  boards  make  history 
more  interesting.  Its  postal  file  of 
architecture,  and  specimens  of  every 
nation's  art  are  a  boon  to  art  classes. 
The  cutting  and  mounting  of  picture 
plates  are  a  joy  to  any  class  in  paper 
sloyd.  The  literature  teacher  arises 
and  calls  that  librarian  blessed  who  can 
give  picture  studies  illustrating  holi- 
days, trees,  fruits,  animals,  etc.  The 
opportunities  of  the  English  teacher 
are  doubled  and  even  trebeled  in  pos- 
sibilities. Whole  classes  may  be  lec- 
tured to  at  a  time  on  the  use  of  ref- 
erence books.  It  would  surprise  you 
to  know  how  much  you  can  teach  a, 
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class  in  the  grades  just  on  the  use  of 
dictionaries  alone.  Very  few  pupils 
understand  the  use  of  biographical  dic- 
tionaries, atlases,  almanacs,  handbooks, 
etc.  A  few  lessons  with  high  school 
classes  in  the  use  of  Poole's  Index, 
Reader's  Guide,  bound  periodicals,  and 
encyclopedias  are  as  bread  cast  upon 
the  waters,  the  returns  are  multiplied 
many  fold  in  increased  efficiency  of  the 
pupil. 

And  last  but  by  no  means  least  is  the 
position  of  the  high  school  library  as 
the  social  melting  pot  of  the  school, 
and  in  the  town  where  there  is  no 
public  library,  of  the-entire  community. 

At  Port  Arthur  there  is  as  yet  no 
public  library  building  erected.  The 
clubs  of  the  town  have  been  an  im- 
portant means  of  extending  the  in- 
fluence of  the  library.  The  librarian 
is  given  the  year's  program.  She 
divides  references  out  to  the  library 
squad  and  they  run  down  the  references 
on  subjects  assigned  to  various  club 
members.  When  material  is  called  for 
it  is  easy  to  notify  one  immediately 
what  is  in  the  library  on  a  given  sub- 
ject. 

The  library  training  class  also  may 
collect  all  material  in  the  library  of 
interest  to  the  debating  clubs.  Lists 
and  biblographies  should  be  compiled, 
mimeographed,  and  mailed  to  club 
members ;  also  a  copy  should  be  posted. 

A  weekly  story  hour  is  perhaps  one 
of  the  most  important  factors  of  the 
social  center  work  of  a  library.  In 
this  way  children  are  given  in  the  most 
concrete  form  and  in  the  most  inter- 
esting manner  the  best  that  literature 
has  to  offer.  No  single  impulse  is  so 
mighty  as  the  human  desire  for  emula- 
tion. Children  may  here  assist  the  li- 
brarian materially  if  encouraged  to  pre- 
pare some  interesting  story  to  tell  at 
the  next  story  hour. 

The  town  that  has  Camp  Fire  and 
Boy  Scouts  organizations  has  an  in- 
creased opportunity  open  to  the  library. 
Many  Camp  Fire  girls  who  veritably 
detest  reading  anything  but  fiction  may 
be  led  to  study  biography  and  Indian 
legends.  Boys  will  read  many  books 
recommended  for  Scouts,  in  order  to 


receive  the  reward  of  their  merit  marks. 

Then  again  an  annual  banquet  given 
to  the  library  squad  by  the  librarian 
may  be  an  important  factor  of  inter- 
est. An  annual  tea  in  the  library  at 
the  opening  of  school  where  new 
teachers  may  meet  former  teachers  and 
both  together  may  see  the  new  books 
on  display  takes  away  all  fear  that  the 
librarian  is  too  busy  to  give  attention 
to  the  teachers'  needs.  Parents'  day  is 
important  in  its  opportunity  for  library 
extension.  The  librarian  and  her  squad 
acting  as  reception  committee  may 
show  visitors  a  vast  fund  of  reference 
material  which  they  are  surprised  to 
find. 

In  review,  then,  we  see  that  the 
high  school  library  is  unique  in  posi- 
tion and  rich  in  its  opportunity  for 
service.  It  is  an  essential  correlation 
of  the  public  library;  it  is  an  important 
focal  power  for  advertising  and  arous- 
ing school  interest ;  it  is  a  boon  to 
every  department  of  the  school;  it  is  a 
workshop  and  laboratory  combined.  It 
is  the  social  melting  pot  of  the  school 
and  the  lens  that  focalizes  all  the  rays 
of  interest  of  the  school. 
Cooperation 

The  relation  between  library  and 
school  in  St.  Louis  is  carried  out  in  the 
following  fashion : 

Cominon  Aima 

To  introduce  children  to  good  and 
useful  books. 

To  train  them  in  the  wise  use  of  these 
books. 

To  awaken  a  desire  for  reading  and 
research. 

To  develop  the  social  instinct. 

To  teach  fitting  behaviour  in  public 
places. 

To  train  for  enlightened  citizenship. 

The  teachers  and  librarians  work 
together. 

What  the  teacher  does 

When  there  is  a  library  within  walk- 
ing distance  of  the  school : 

Encourages  the  child  to  use  .the  li- 
brary. 

Welcomes  the  librarian  to  the  school 
room. 
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Assigns  topics  to  be  looked  up  at  the 
library  by  the  class. 

Notifies  the  librarian  in  advance  of 
subjects  assigned  for  class  research. 

Impresses  upon  the  children  in  the 
class  room  the  proper  care  of  books  and 
seemly  behaviour  at  the  library. 

When  there  is  no  library  within 
walking  distance  of  the  school : 

Obtains  from  the  main  library  a 
class  room  library  and  encourages  the 
children  to  borrow  the  books  for  home 
reading. 

Advises  the  children  to  visit  occas- 
ionally the  main  library  or  the  near- 
est branch. 

Our  teachers  are  cultivating  in  larger 
measure  an  understanding  of  the  li- 
brary point  of  view  and  confer  with 
the  librarian  frequently  on  matters  of 
1  interest. 


What  the  librarian  does 

Visits  schools  to  understand  better 
the  class  needs. 

Keeps  for  the  use  of  the  class  books 
on  any  study  subject,  whenever  notice 
is  given  in  advance  by  the  teacher. 

Instructs  classes  in  the  use  of  the 
catalog,  place  of  books  on  the  shelves 
and  the  use  of  reference  books.  Ap- 
plication for  this  instruction  should  be 
made  as  early  tn  the  season  as  possible. 

Furnishes  lists  on  general  or  special 
subjects  on  request  of  teacher. 

Tells  stories  or  gives  book  talks  in 
schools  when  desired. 

Conducts  a  weekly  cycle  story  hour 
at  the  library  to  encourage  older  boys 
and  girls  to  read  along  continuous  lines 
in  literature. 

Invites  teachers  to  visit  the  library 
and  to  make  suggestions.  Seeks  to  un- 
derstand the  school  problems  and  to 
render  all  practical  assistance. 

Co-operates  with  the  school  spirit 
through  Mothers'  clubs  and  Patrons' 
associations. 


The  congregating  temper  that  pervades 
Our  unripe  years,   not   wasted,   should  be 

taught 
To  minister  to  works  of  high  attempt — 
Works  which  the  enthusiast  would  perform 

with  love. 


News  from  the  Field 

East 

Plans  are  being  prepared  for  a  fire- 
proof addition  to  the  Williams'  college 
library. 

M.  C.  G.  White,  Wiliams  73,  of  Con- 
necticut, has  presented  WiUiams  col- 
lege with  a  collection  of  several  hun- 
dred books  including  some  very  old 
and  rare  editions.  A  copy  of  Cooper's 
Thesaurus,  1578,  and  Demonstration  of 
the  principles  of  the  Protestant  Apo- 
calypse are  among  them. 

Ernest  L.  Gay  of  Boston,  Mass.,  died 
on  November  25  while  returning  to 
his  home  from  the  Yale-Harvard  foot- 
ball game.  He  was  graduated  from 
Harvard  in  1897,  attended  the  Har- 
vard law  school,  and  practically  finished 
the  two  years'  course  at  the  New  York 
state  library  school.  Although  he  held 
several  library  positions,  first  as  cata- 
loger  at  Harvard,  then  as  organizer  of 
the  library  of  the  Institute  of  1770, 
and  finally  as  librarian  of  the  Society 
for  the  preservation  of  New  England 
antiquities,  he  was  especially  interested 
in  books  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
collector  and  antiquary.  With  the 
library  of  his  grandfather,  Dr  Winslow 
Lewis,  as  a  nucleus  he  built  up  a  valu- 
able library  on  special  lines.  The  most 
notable  of  his  collections  are  the  writ- 
ings of  John  Gay,  the  works  of  Cotton 
and  Increase  Mather,  the  New  Eng- 
land primers,  and  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury American  almanacks. 
Central  Atlantic 

Miss  Annie  Heckman,  librarian.  Pub- 
lic library,  Wernersville,  Pennsylvania, 
was  killed  by  a  train  on  October  18, 
1916. 

T.  W.  Koch,  recently  librarian  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  resigned,  has 
become  chief  of  the  order  division  in 
charge  of  publications  of  the  Library 
of  Congress. 

Marie  F.  Wait,  N.  Y.,  "94-95,  for  14 
years  librarian  of  the  Longs treet  li- 
brary. Peddie  Institute,  Hightstown, 
N.  J.,  resigned  last  July  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  Princeton  Uni- 
versity library. 
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Grace  B.  McCartney,  Pratt  '11,  for 
two  years  past  head  of  the  order  de- 
partment, has  been  made  head  cataloger 
of  the  Rochester  public  library,  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y. 

Mildred  E.  Davis,  Pratt  '10.  recently 
in  charge  of  the  Central  circulation 
children's  room  of  the  New  York  pub- 
lic library,  has  been  made  children's  li- 
brarian of  the  Public  library,  Utica, 
N.  Y. 

Charlotte  E.  Groves,  B.  L.  S., 
N.  Y.  S.,  '03,  died  at  Coudersport.  Pa., 
on  November  8,  after  an  illm^ss  of 
more  than  two  years.  Between  her 
graduation  from  the  library  school  and 
her  last  illness  she  filled,  very  ably, 
positions  in  the  classification  and  cata- 
log sections  of  the  New  York  state 
library,  the  Library  of  Congress  and 
the  University  of  Chicago  library. 

Owing  to  the  proximity  of  the 
Library  of  Congress,  the  reference  de- 
partment of  the  Public  library  in 
Washington  is  not  subject  to  demands 
for  as  varied  or  intensive  research  as 
is  the  average  public  library.  The 
stress  is  rather  put  on  the  work  of  cir- 
culating books  throughout  the  District 
<jf  Columbia. 

During  the  past  year  880.000  v..  and 
360.000  juvenile,  were  issued  to  49.500 
registered  borrowers  and  to  the  un- 
registered children  in  120  schools. 

Until  such  time  as  Congress  shall 
appropriate  money  for  the  equipment 
and  support  of  branches  the  outlying 
districts  can  be  helped  in  two  ways  by 
distributing  books  through  volunteer 
agencies  and  by  reaching  the  children 
through  the  medium  of  school  libraries. 
Through  15  stations  in  settlement 
houses,  department  stores,  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  and  neighborhood  centers,  80,000 
V.  were  issued  by  volunteer  helpers, 
while  180,000  V.  were  issued  through 
the  Schools  department  which  is  busied 
throughout  the  year  in  making  up  and 
receiving  back  for  further  exchange 
small  traveling  libraries.  A  collection 
of  12,000  V.  so  used  as  to  give  40,000 
issues  to  120  schools,  and  a  final  cir- 
culation of  180,000  among  the  children 


of  450  class  rooms  means  close  figur- 
ing and  careful  husbanding  of  re- 
sources. 

The  appropriation  for  the  year  was 
$72,100  and  the  fines  and  gifts  amount- 
ed to  about  $6,000  more.  The  total 
accessions  for  the  year  were  20,250  v., 
of  which  15,500  v.  were  purchases. 
However,  the  wearing  out  of  14,300  v. 
does  not  leave  a  large  net  gain  to  the 
collection,  and  with  a  rigidly  limited 
book  and  bindery  fund,  a  growth  in 
circulation  of  25%  in  two  years  and 
with  a  constant  cry  from  the  public  for 
more  service,  the  District  of  Columbia 
library  faces  a  difficult  problem.  The 
report  shows  a  need  of  more  staff,  more 
books,  more  branches,  more  shelf  room, 
more  money,  before  the  library  can  take 
the  rank  for  work  accomplished  that 
its  place  in  the  nation's  capital  merits, 
but  for  esprit  de  corps  and  cheery  de- 
termination to  do  all  that  cramped 
facilities  allow,  it  holds  its  own  with 
other  institutions. 

C«ottal 

Lydia  A.  Dexter,  N.  Y.  S.,  '91,  is 
engaged  temporarily  in  classifying  and 
cataloging  the  Public  library  at  Ottawa, 
III. 

Elizabeth  McMullin  of  Mount  Ayr, 
Ohio,  has  been  appointed  librarian  of  tfie 
Public  library,  Elwood,  Indiana,  to  suc- 
ceed Edith  Wilk,  resigned. 

Constance  Bement,  Pratt  '10,  has  re- 
signed as  reference  librarian  of  .the 
Michigan  state  library,  to  accept  a  posi- 
tion in  the  reference  department  of  the 
Detroit  public  library. 

Andrew  Linn  Bostwick,  librarian  of 
the  St.  Louis  Municipal  Reference 
branch  library  since  August,  1912,  has 
resigned  his  position  to  become  secretary 
of  the  City  Plan  commission  of  St.  Louis. 

The  Public  library  of  Des  Moines  has 
issued  an  attractive  little  leaflet  contain- 
ing the  good  resolution,  "Two  good  books 
a  year  for  my  children."  A  list  of  two 
books  for  each  period  Up  to  14  years  of 
age,  is  included  in  the  selection  made  by 
C.  E.  Rush,  librarian. 

Mary  A.  Tawney,  N.  Y.  S.,  '15-16, 
has  resigned  her  position  as  assistant 
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in  charge  of  library  work  with  schools 
in  the  St.  Paul  public  library  to  become 
an  assistant  in  the  Central  circulation 
department  of  the  Minneapolis  public 
library. 

The  marriage  is  announced  of  Miss 
Stella  L.  Wiley,  Pratt  '07,  branch  li- 
brarian in  the  Minneapolis  public  li- 
brary system  and  formerly  librarian  at 
Hibbing,  Minn.,  to  Anton  Curtiss 
Oberg,  December  7 .  Their  home  will 
be  at  1418  Jefferson  street,  Duluth, 
Minn. 

Miss  Jessie  Welles,  formerly  of  the 
Carnegie  library  of  Pittsburgh,  has  been 
engaged  as  instructor  to  the  class  organ- 
ized by  the  Toledo  public  library  to  train 
new  assistants  needed  for  the  five  branch 
libraries  opening  next  year.  The  class  be- 
gins  work  January  2,   1917. 

Katharine  B.  Judson,  N.  Y.  S., 
'O4-'05,  for  a  year  and  a  half  previous 
to  July,  1916.  the  reference  librarian 
in  history  at  the  New  York  state  li- 
brary, has  been  engaged  to  catahig  the 
-American  history  collection  in  the 
Hayes  memorial  library  and  museum 
at  Fremont,  Ohio, 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  library 
of  Marshalltown.  Iowa,  records  the  re- 
ceipts for  the  year,  $6,255 ;  disbursements, 
$5,470.  The  library  has  been  re-classified 
and  the  catalog  re-arranged.  Number  of 
active  card-holders,  5,320 ;  population, 
Xh^n ;  circulation.  77,295  v. ;  fiction, 
7>7'7<.  ;  books  on  the  shelves,  16,683. 

Katherine  S.  Tibbitts,  assistant  libra- 
rian of  Adelbert  college  library  since 
1908,  has  been  obliged  to  resign  on  ac- 
count of  the  continued  illness  of  her 
mother. 

Howard  H.  Hill,  formerly  assistant  li- 
brarian of  Trinity  college  library,  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  has  been  appointed  assistant 
librarian  to  succeed  Miss  Tibbitts. 

A  very  sad  accident  was  that  through 
which  Miss  Beatrice  Foster,  student  of 
the  University  at  Wisconsin,  lost  her  life. 
Preparatory  to  studying.  Miss  Foster 
had  enveloped  herself  in  an  outing  flan- 
nel robe,  which  touching  a  lighted  match, 
flamed  up,  burning  her  so  badly  that  she 
died  shortly  afterwards. 


Miss  Foster  was  a  graduate  of  the 
Western  Illinois  normal  school,  receiv- 
ing a  special  diploma  in  library  work. 
For  four  years  past,  she  had  been  li- 
brarian of  the  State  normal  school, 
Plattville,  Wisconsin.  She  was  given 
leave  of  absence  last  fall,  so  that  she 
might  attend  the  hbrary  school  at  Madi- 
son. Her  president  said  in  response  to 
the  request:  "She  may  have  as  long  a 
leave  as  she  wishes  if  she  will  only  come 
back  to  us.    We  need  her," 

Miss  Foster  was  a  young  lady  of  fine 
character,  strong  in  her  endeavor  in 
every  line  of  progress,  and  by  her  ami- 
able disposition  and  attractive  person- 
ality, was  a  prime  favorite  in  every 
circle. 

South 

Mrs  Esther  H.  A.  Shaupe,  for  11 
years  librarian  of  the  University  of 
Sewannee,  Tennessee,  died  November 
14. 

A  practical  course  in  library  methods 
in  charge  of  Librarian  Kennedy  has 
been  made  a  part  of  the  first  year's 
work  towards  a  degree,  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  South  Carolina. 

A.  H,  Menterr  has  been  named  as 
State  librarian  of  Missouri  to  succeed 
James  L,  Smith  whose  time  expired 
on  January  1.  Mr  Menterr  has  been 
the  assistant  librarian  for  20  years, 

Dorothea  D.  Halyburton,  a  graduate 
of  the  training  class  of  the  St.  Louis 
public  library,  and  for  three  years  an 
assistant  in  that  library,  has  been  ap- 
pointed librarian  of  the  Public  library, 
at  Owensboro,  Ky. 

The  Public  library  board  of  Louisville, 
Ky.,  has  passed  a  resolution  withdrawing 
the  use  of  the  auditoriums  of  the  Louis- 
ville public  library  for  political  meetings 
or  for  meetings  in  which  the  endorsement 
of  candidates  in  any  office  or  trust  takes 
place. 

The  recent  death  of  Superintendent 
Howard  A.  Gass,  who  was  for  eight 
years  a  member  of  the  Missouri  library 
commission,  was  marked  by  very  appre- 
ciative resolutions  on  the  part  of  the 
other  members  of  the  Missouri  library 
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The  commission  expressed 
the  great  sense  of  loss  in  the  death  of  one 
who  worked  faithfully  since  the  organ- 
ization of  the  commission.  "His  spirit 
of  cheerful  co-operation  and  the  constant 
encouragement  of  his  presence  in  the 
commission  will  be  sorely  missed." 

A  shower  of  30  telegrams  from  Texas 
libraries  was  sent  to  Mr  Andrew  Car- 
negie congratulating  him  on  his  eighty- 
first  birthday. 

Inasmuch  as  all  libraries  are  in- 
debted to  Mr  Camepe  directly  or  in- 
directly because  of  his  $100,000  endow- 
ment of  the  Publishing  Board  of  the 
American  library  association,  also  be- 
cause of  the  good  work  done  by  the  At- 
lanta library  school,  which  Mr  Carnegie 
finances  especially  to  train  southern  li- 
brarians and  also  because  of  the  general 
benefit  to  library  growth  as  a  whole  de- 
rived through  Mr  Carnegie's  gifts  of 
library  buildings,  some  libraries  ^.A 
possessing  Carnegie  buildings  joined  in 
the  shower. 

Pacific  Coast 

The  last  of  the  six  branch  libraries 
provided  for  Los  Angeles  under  the 
Carnegie  gift  in  1911,  has  been  opened. 

The  staff  of  the  Public  library  of 
Tacoma,  Washington,  has  received 
seven  cuts  to  comply  with  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  maintenance  fund. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  library 
of  Long  Beach,  California,  records  num- 
ber of  books,  40,818;  circulation,  324,- 
743  V. ;  income,  $25,057,  expenditure, 
$23,581;  number  of  borrowers,  24,057; 
population  of  the  city,  35,000 ;  number  on 
the  staff,  17.  The  report  is  full  of  inter- 
esting details.    Zadie  Brown  is  librarian. 

The  annual  report  of  the  State  col- 
lege of  Washington,  William  Foote, 
librarian,  reports  number  of  volumes  in 
the  library  50,100,  unbound  material 
99.973  pieces  exclusive  of  duphcates 
and  material  in  the  experimenting  sta- 
tion library.  Over  600  students  are  tak- 
ing the  course  offered  by  the  librarian  on 
"How  to  use  the  library."  Registration 
for  the  year,  faculty  193,  students  1,251 ; 
average  daily  attendance  840 ;  circulation 
for  the  year  53,080;  salaries  $5,639;  stu- 
dent  assistants   $1,486;   binder   $1,040; 


binder's  assistant  $480;  books  $2,283; 
periodicals  $397;  books  and  periodicals 
for  departments  $5,367 ;  total  $18,066. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public 
library  of  Berkeley,  California,  records 
a  gain  of  16%  in  the  circulation,  and 
30%  in  the  borrows.  Fiction  circula- 
tion has  fallen  from  59.8%  last  year  to 
57.4% ;  cost  of  the  circulation  of  a 
book  has  been  reduced  .7  of  a  cent. 
The  system  of  classroom  libraries 
reaching  14  schools  resulted  in  the  cir- 
culation of  17,486  V.  New  work  has 
been  performed  in  the  reorganization 
of  the  staff,  extension  of  hours  at  the 
main  library,  Sunday  circulation,  and  a 
new  system  of  recording  periodicals 
and  documents  used.  Work  for  the 
future  looks  to  the  establishment  of 
municipal,  technical  and  business  ref- 
erence work,  lengthening  of  the  hours 
of  opening  and  further  development  of 
school  work. 

Foitign 

The  annual  report  of  the  libraries 
of  Leeds,  England,  shows  prc^essive 
effort  in  the  library,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  work  of  the  library 
has  been  affected  by  a  great  number 
of  readers  and  students  away  on  mili- 
tary and  naval  duties.  A  slight  in- 
crease in  the  comparative  issue  of  fic- 
tion is  also  shown,  probably  due  to  the 
same  cause. 

The  library  has  been  extensively 
used  during  the  war  as  a  depot  for  pub- 
licity in  connection  with  recruiting.  It 
also  has  distributed  a  considerable 
amount  of  printed  ifTaterial  relating  to 
the  war  with  a  view  to  disseminating 
correct  information  concerning  it.  The 
record  of  circulation  is  1,250,927  v.  A 
substantial  increase  in  the  number  of 
children  who  use  the  library  is  noted. 
Special  talks  and  story  hours  have 
been  given  on  books  calculated  to  lead 
to  good  reading.  Attendance  at  these 
has  been  satisfactory. 

For  sale.  The  Ridpath  Library  of 
Universal  literature,  25  v.,  half  morocco. 
perfect  condition,  $12.50.  Address  Nel- 
lie L.  Maloney,  453  Market  St.,  Kenosha, 

Wis. 
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OUR 

LIBRARY 

DEPARTMENT 


with  ib  many  years  of  experience,  together  with 
our  uosuipassed  stock  oi  books  of  all  publishers, 
combine  to  make  a  library  service  of  unequaled 
efficiency. 


Public  Libraries,  Schools, 
G>lleges  and  Universities 

have '  their  book  orders  handled  intelligently, 
expeditiously  and  accurately  by  us,  and  U  our 
prices  satisfactory.  We  solicit  correspondence 
from  librarians  not  acquainted  with  our  facilities 


A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co. 
Chicago 
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T IBRARY  Bureau  borrowers'  cards,  for  use  in  the  Newark  charging 
I  system,  are  carried  in  stock  in  buff  card  index  board,  extra  heavy 
J[    J  weight.    Other  colors  to  order. 

Card  no.  1127.1  has  columns  headed  "Due"  and  "Returned";  no.  1127.2 
has  columns  "Loaned"  and  "Returned".  Cards  are  furnished  with  or 
without  name  of  library. 

These  supplies,  so  necessary  to  proper  library  administration,  are  made 
of  selected  material  and  with  the  care  and  skilled  workmanship  that  char- 
acterizes all  Library  Bureau  product. 

Our  new  catalog  "Library  supplies"  treats  on  subjects  of  interest  to  all 
librarians  and  covers  our  complete  supply  line.  This  is  the  most  compre- 
hensive catalog  ever  issued  on  this  subject.  A  copy  is  yours  for  the  askmg. 

Library  Bureau 


iSPedenlH. 

Salttrooiia  in  Itading . 


Chicago 

6  Nonb  Midiisan  av. 

(One  block  south  from  A.  L.  A.  headquarters) 


I  iR  Iht  Unittd  Statti.  Gnat  Britain  and  Fhma 
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IIBRARY  Bureau  book  or  charging  cards  for  use  with  the  Newark  and 
Browne  charging  systems  are  furnished  in  both  narrow  column  rul- 
^  ing   (cat,  nos.  U45  and  1148),  and  the  newer  form  wide  column 
mg  (cat.  nos.  1150  and  1151).  Most  librarians  will  find  the  wide  column 
which  allows  greater  space  for  the  entry  of  date  and  borrower's  number, 
more  convenient  than  the  narrow.    These  cards  are  carried  in  dx  colors. 
The  charging  card  1152  is  a  new  form  for  use  with  the  L.  B.  Simplified 
ch^l^ng  system,  and  is  furnished  in  white  only. 

These  supplies,  so  necessary  to  proper  library  administration,  are  made 
of  selected  material  and  with  the  care  and  skilled  workmai^ip  that  char- 
acterizes all  Library  Bureau  product. 

Our  new  catalog  "Library  supplies"  treats  on  subjects  of  interest  to  all 
librarians  and  covers  our  complete  supply  line.  This  is  the  most  compre- 
hensive catalog  ever  issued  on  this  subiect.  A  copy  is  yours  for  the  asking. 

Library  Bureau 
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The  Largest  RetaU  Book  Business 


John  Wanamaker  Stores 

Librariaas  will  find  our  facilities  the  best  and  the  prices  lowest.  We  have  first  call 
on  an;  special  opportunities  which  publishers  have  to  offer  and  naturally  have  the 
pick  of  toe  beat  the  market  affords.  Any  t>aok  extant  is  here,  or  will  be  secured  if 
attainable  anywhere.  We  specialize  in  procuring  out-of-print  books.  Lists  for  quo- 
tations receive  prompt  attention.    The  following  catalogues  will  be  sent  upon,  request : 

Catalogue  of  Book  Bargains 

Issued  in  February 

SO  per  cent  to  80  per  cent  behw  pabUcation  prices 

Handy  Catalogue  of  Books,  Magazines  and  Book 
Specials  for  1917 

JOHN  WANAMAKER 

PhUadelpliia  New  York 


READY! 

Chivers'  1916  Catalog  for  Public 
Libraries 

Offering  twelve  thousand  selected  books. 

Standard  and  new  fiction. 

Adult  and  Juvenile  replacements. 

Contains  data  of  special  inteiest  to  librarians. 

Lists  best  editions,  and  reprints,  etc 

Gives  publishers,  published  price,  and  price  in  Chivers'  three  styles  of  binding — 

Half  Leather  Full  Backram  Reinforced  in  pnbli^ers'  covos 

Stnt  frtt  to  libron'aru  upon  rt^utrnt 

Chivers  Book  Binding  Co. 

911-913  Atlantic  Ave.  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 
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William  H.  Rademaekers  &  Son,  b^TZ 

Binders  for  the  Newark  Free  Public  Library 
Comer  of  Chester  Avenue  and  Oraton  Street        Newark:,  New  Jersey 

We  make  Library  Bookbioding  a  apecialty  and  luperviae  all  our  work. 

Over  thirty  yean'  experience  in  all  Branchei  baa  taught  us  whal  Binding  ia  moat  luitable 
for  Librariea  and  Schooli. 

5a*4  M 1  Tab. .  12  mn.,  wUeh  m  will  kM  ln»  af  char|c  m  jaa  mar  Mt  a  la^la  a(  aar  wA 
Atk  hr  prieu  lot  Pay  a*  a  euit 


DECIMAL  CLASSIFICAnON 

Ed.  »,  ISIB.  iMiaad  aad  Hhrjd 

Cloth  m  tnll  neilbl  PenUD,  or  bait  roat  r. 
piDi  Doila<o  from  Albanr.N.  r.  onilb.  ladai 
aloDC:   olotb  IS:   rull  Parilaa  or  ball  luat  •«. 


Ad^Hi  >D  Hall  Ordva  DliaGt  In   PnlilUMn 

FOREST  PRESS 

LAKE  PLACID  CLUB,  ESSEX  CO.  N.  Y. 


QUAUTYHRST 

BOOK  BINDING 

Eighteen  years'  experience  for 

Public  Libraries 

(All  ThrDugh  the  Country) 
Writm  for  Priemm  and  SooA  ofParticalarM 

THE  BOOK  SHOP  BINDERY 

314-322  Vtt  Smrmim  Siml  Okai*,  U 


The  H  R  H  Portfolio  and 
Magazine  Cover 

is  what  you  have  long  wished  for 

An  expansible  portfolio  that  will  hold  firmly  and  securely 
magazines,  prints  or  loose  papers 

Can  be  laid  flat  on  the  shelf  or  stood  upright.  May  be  lettered  on  back  as  a 
book.  Unlike  portfolios  of  the  bellows  variety  it  is  always  compact  and  neat- 
lookinff  whether  holding  a  few  prints,  or  six  or  even  twelve,  issues  of  a  maga- 
zine.  Has  adjustable  back,  top  and  bottom  flaps  and,  if  desired,  can  be  fitted 
with  side  flap  also,  givins  contents  complete  protection  from  dust. 

Strongly  made  so  as  to  be  serviceable,  yet  not  expensive 

It  is  made  of  stout  binderg'  boards  covered  with  paper  or 
cloth  (lee  price  list).    Special  sizes  will  be  made  to  order. 

Manufactured  fa  THE    H.    R.    HUNTTING   CO. 

Booksellers  and  Publishers  Springfield,  Mass. 
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G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons 

Publishers,  Booksellers  and  Ulnrary  Agents 


We  are  the  only  American  house  handling  library  basineBS  that  has  its  own 
London  branch  store.    We  make  purchases  dirwt,  paying  commisaions  to  no  one. 

CORRESFONOENGE       SOLICITED 


Reasons  for  Advertising  in  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

1.  It  doea  not  accept  deficient  aervera. 

2.  It  vouchea  for  the  reliability  of  Ita  advert) aement a. 

3.  It  haa  the  largeat  clrculatloa  of  any  library  periodical  publtahed. 

4.  It  keepa  In  touch. 

5.  One  page  cost*  $32  with  lime  dlacounts;  less  space  In  proportion. 

Send  in  copy  hgfort  th«  Fift—nth  of  the  month. 


IMPORTANT  TO  UBRARIANS 
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Love  Stories  for  Children  * 

C.  F.  Switzer,  Principal  of  the  Junior  high 

(chooi.  Grand  Rainds,  Mich. 

It  seems  to  me  it  is  impossible  to  over- 
emphasize the  potential  influence  of  the 
reading  done  by  girls  and  boys  outside 
the  school  room.  The  school  day,  five  to 
six  hours  long,  is  full  of  student's  activ- 
ity, and  although  the  daily  program  of  the 
pupil  is  more  varied  since  the  introduc- 
tion of  manual  training,  music,  art,  etc., 
the  curriculum  is  still  academic  in  em- 
phasis. Under  this  daily  routine  of 
work,  the  growing  boy  or  girl  becomes 
tired  in  mind  and  body.  He  desires  a 
change  of  physical  and  mental  activity 
and  wants  to  meet  other  people  who  tell 
of  their  experiences,  their  hopes  and 
their  disappointments.  He  wants  to  give 
full  play  to  a  very  active  imagination  and 
the  new  creatures  that  are  so  easily  en- 
tertained there.  He  wants  to  lose  him- 
self in  new  sensations  and  impersonate 
the  spirit  of  some  hero  or  heroine  and  in 
fancy,  bring  the  world  to  his  feet.  The 
emotional  side  of  his  nature,  dormant 
for  the  most  part  under  intellectual 
stress  of  school  life,  desires  to  indulge 
itself,  to  become  aroused  and  kindle  the 
fires  ,of  his  soul.  He  admires  and  dis- 
likes; he  loves  and  he  hates;  he  is  sad 
and  he  knows  joy;  he  is  proud  and  he  is 
ashamed;  and  he  becomes  conscious  of 
new  and  conflicting  moral  judgments. 
All  these  emotions  and  others,  make  him 
a  restive  young  animal,  scarcely  under- 
standing himself.  He  needs  guidance, 
encouragement  and  abundant  activity. 
This  state  of  mind  and  body  is  not  a 
strange  or  freakish  thing  as  many  par- 

'Discnssion  at  the  joint  meeting,  May, 
1916,  on  the  snbject  of  children's  reading, 
held  annually  at  Grand  Rapida,  Mich. 


ents  and  some  teachers  seem  to  think, 
but  is  natural  and  logical,  and  must  be 
so  recognized  by  parents  and  teachers 
alike. 

I  think  that  we  will  agree  that  boys  and 
girls  like  stories  and  this  large  class  of 
reading  appears  to  satisfy  their  natural 
craving  for  ideas  of  life  and  action. 
They  are  interested  in  stories  and  much 
can  be  done  for  them  through  the  story 
medium.  Granted  that  the  mission  of  the 
story  for  children  is  to  form  judgments, 
create  ideals  and  satisfy  their  emotional 
craving.  The  question  before  us  for  con- 
sideration is  shall  we  include  love  stories 
in  children's  reading?  If,  by  a  love 
story,  we  mean  a  story  in  which  love  is 
the  evident  and  dominant  theme :  a  story 
in  which  there  is  love  making;  a  passion- 
ate appeal  on  the  part  of  the  lover  that  he 
must  have  his  heart's  desire  to  the  utter 
sacrifice  of  everything  else ;  a  story  that 
appeals  to  sensuahty  for  its  power  and 
attraction;  without  any  hesitation,  I 
would  say  no,  I  would  condemn  such 
stories  for  children  on  the  evidence  of 
psychology,  in  that  the  subconscious 
mind,  entertaining  these  new  ideas,  easily 
suggests  them  to  the  conscious  self  as 
within  the  realm  of  possibility  for  the 
individual  where  they  become  real  and 
oft  times  rich  in  attractiveness.  I  would 
also  condemn  such  stories  for  children 
on  the  evidence  of  physiology  which 
teaches  us  to  develop  the  body  in  beauty 
and  symmetry  and  not  over-emphasize 
any  physical  function  which  erotic  love 
always  does.  And  finally,  I  would  em- 
phatically condemn  this  class  of  stories 
from  the  point  of  view  of  theology  which 
teaches  u.s  that  the  perfect  man  is  a  h^h 
minded  creature,  obedient  to  the  will  of 
God  to  whom  is  subject  the  mind  of 
man  and  the  mortal  body. 
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On  the  other  band,  there  is  a  class  of 
love  stones  in  which  the  action  is  en- 
livened by  the  appealing  interest  of  real 
affection;  stories  in  which  love  spells 
sacrifice,  privation  and  years  of  patient 
waiting  for  its  fulfilment.  The  hero  is 
a  real  man  and  the  heroine  is  a  womanly 
woman,  both  of  whom  are  admired  for 
their  purity  of  character,  the  simplicity, 
modesty  and  sweetness  of  their  love  and 
the  naturalness  of  their  action  in  the  plot. 
I  believe  in  such  stories  on  the  ground 
of  their  wholesomeness,  their  trueness  to 
life,  and  the  lessons  they  teach.  But  it 
is  a  question  whether  this  type  of  story 
actually  meets  the  needs  of  immature 
children. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  paper,  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  a  discussion  of  the  lat- 
ter type  of  love  story  and  will  attempt  to 
examine  the  question  briefly  from  three 
points  of  view. 

1.  Do  growing  boys  and  girls  like 
love  stories? 

2.  Are  love  stories  suitable  for  boys 
and  girls  from  the  standpoint  of  physi- 
ology? 

3.  Do  love  stories  have  a  beneficial 
effect  upon  the  mental  development  of 
the  child? 

Some  very  interesting  studies  have 
been  made  of  the  kind  of  reading  boys 
and  girls  like.  R.  W.  Bullock  reported 
to  the  National  Education  Society  a  few 
years  ago,  that  out  of  2,000  returns  of 
children's  reading  from  the  third  to  the 
twelfth  grades,  it  appeared  that  War 
stories  were  most  popular  with  boys  of 
the  third  to  the  eighth  grades  inclusive. 
Stories  of  adventure  are  popular  through 
the  eighth  grade;  that  the  "tender  senti- 
ment" does  not  interest  the  average  grade 
boy  and  not  until  after  the  beginning  of 
the  adolescent  period,  does  he  appear  to 
become  addicted  to  reading  love  stories 
of  any  kind.  Stories  of  adventure  are 
popular  with  girls  in  the  sixth  grade  as 
are  also  stories  of  travel.  The  taste  for 
love  stories  increases  rapidly  toward  the 
close  of  the  high  school  course.  He  re- 
ports that  the  maximum  of  reading  done 
by  both  boys  and  girls  is  between  the 
sixth  and  eighth  grade,  or  from  twelve 
to  fourteen  years  of  age.     Mr.  Bullock 


recommends  that  when  95%  of  the  boys 
prefer  stories  of  adventure  and  75%  of 
the  girls  prefer  love  stories,  teachers  or 
librarians  should  provide  the  right  kind 
of  stories  for  both  boys  and  girls. 

J,  Carleton  Bell  and  Itasca  B.  Sweet 
of  the  University  of  Texas  made  a  study 
of  reading  of  high  school  pupils  entitled 
A  study  of  reading  of  high  school  pupils 
which  was  reported  in  the  Journal  of 
Educational  Psychology,  January,  1916. 
There  were  440  pupils — 165  boys  and  275 
girls  of  the  Austin  high  school,  Texas, 
studied.  The  investigators  gave  the 
following  conclusions : 

1.  With  high  school  girls,  light  fiction 
forms  the  largest  part  of  voluntary  read- 
ing. 

2.  With  boys,  books  of  adventure  take 
the  place  held  by  light  fiction  with  girls. 

In  order  to  satisfy  myself  on  some  of 
the  points  involved,  I  determined  to  make 
a  study  of  the  reading  of  the  pupils  in 
my  own  school.  The  total  number  of 
students  examined,  grades  six  to  nine, 
was  707. 

The  pupils  were  asked  the  following 
questions : 

1.  Give  your  name,  grade  and  age. 

2.  What  kind  of  reading  do  you  like  best? 

3.  How  much  reading  have  you  done 
since  the  last  school  year?  Estimate  as 
closely  as  possible. 

When  classified,  the  results  were  as 
follows : 

Love  stories   9 

Fiction  and  novels  36 

Adventure — exciting   pioneer — Indian    . .  326 

Sports — outdoor  life  48 

Historical — scientific   48 

Detective — mystery    36 

Humorous    3 

Boarding  school  giri's  stories  97 

Miscellaneous    138 

Under  the  title  "miscellaneous"  were 
classified  such  replies  as  heavy  read- 
ing, stories  without  morals,  any  kind 
of  stories,  stories  of  occupations,  etc. 
A  most  interesting  class  of  replies  of 
wide  variation  came  under  this  title. 

In  this  study  it  will  be  noticed  that 
only  1.2%  actually  reported  that  their 
favorite  reading  was  love  stories  while 
only  5.1%  liked  fiction  or  novels  best. 
Combining  titles,  adventure,  exciting 
pioneer,    Indian,   sports,    outdoor   life. 
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historical,  scientific,  mystery  and  de- 
tective, as  one  title,  it  would  include 
the  favorite  reading  of  458  pupils  or 
64.7%  of  the  total;  combining  titles, 
love  stories,  novels  and  fiction,  it  shows 
that  only  6.3%  of  the  pupils  preferred 
this  class  of  reading.  It  has  occurred 
to  me  since  making  this  study  that  I 
might  have  gotten  a  more  accurate  re- 
port as  far  as  the  girls  were  concerned 
at  least,  if  I  had  not  asked  them  to  give 
their  names,  for  I  am  pretty  sure  there 
are  more  than  nine  girls  in  my  school 
who  spend  many  of  their  evenings  read- 
ing a  perfectly  thrilling  love  tale.  A 
total  of  13,630  books  had  been  read 
and  472  pupils  have  library  cards. 

The  overwhelming  evidence  pre- 
sented by  these  studies  on  the  reading 
of  10,136  pupils  of  all  ages  and  in  all 
^ades  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try is  entirely  sufficient  in  my  esti- 
mation to  justify  the  following  con- 
clusions: 

First:  The  reading  tastes  of  boys  and 
girls  are  widely  different. 

Second:  Boys  do  not  care  for  and  will 
not  ask  for  love  stories  if  the  right  kind  of 
good  thrilling  stories  of  adventure,  history, 
biography,  mystery  and  outdoor  sports  are 
provided. 

Third:  Girls  prefer  fiction  that  has  a 
strong  element  of  love. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood  at 
this  point  and  have  you  believe  that 
boys  do  not  read  love  stories.  I  am 
willing,  however,  to  stand  by  the 
proposition  that  the  favorite  reading  of 
boys  is  not  of  the  type  in  which  the 
love  interest  is  strong  and  that  if  boys 
are  provided  with  the  kind  of  stories 
they  like,  they  will  not  ask  for  love 
stories  at  all.  The  question  of  "love 
stories  for  children,"  is  really  one  of 
"love  stories  for  girls." 

Physiology  teaches  us  that  what  the 
pre-adolescent  needs  more  than  any- 
thing else  is  muscular  development. 
He  13  a  young  savage  and  wants  to 
play  to  the  limit  of  his  time  and 
strength.  He  does  not  know  much 
about  reasoning,  morality,  religion, 
sympathy  or  aesthetics.  Adolescence 
is  a  new  period  life  in  which  the  mus- 
cles and  bones  grow  rapidly  and  heavy 


demands  are  made  upon  the  energies 
and  resources  of  the  growing  boy  and 
girl.  The  boy  is  becoming  a  man  and 
the  girl  a  woman  and  although  mental 
development  is  not  arrested,  it  is  large- 
ly a  period  of  physical  fruition.  From 
the  standpoint  of  physiology,  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  intro- 
duce much  reading  of  a  type  which 
stimulates  the  same  physical  functions 
that  are  in  process  of  growth  and  de- 
velopment. Just  as  we  measure  the 
calories  of  food  that  we  take  into  our 
bodies,  so  Mother  Nature  measures  the 
units  of  life  that  go  out.  Love  stories 
arouse  the  deepest  emotions  and  lassi- 
tude and  even  exhaustion  often  follows 
the  reading  of  a  strong  love  story.  In- 
dulgence in  this  kind  of  reading  by 
children  means  loss  of  strength  that 
often  results  in  sleeplessness,  nervous- 
ness, impatience  and  irritability.  These 
symptoms  indicate  a  sapping  of  the 
physical  resources  of  the  individual 
which,  in  the  case  of  the  child,  comes 
at  the  very  time  of  his  whole  life  when 
he  can  least  afford  to  stand  the  strain. 

If  girls  and  boys  desire  more  knowl- 
edge of  life  at  this  period  by  reading, 
let  there  be  a  wise  selection  of  stories 
in  which  the  love  element  is  not  given 
a  free  rein  by  the  word  play  of  an  en- 
thusiastic novelist  whose  sole  aim  is 
to  produce  a  "best  seller"  for  a  morbid 
public.  If  it  is  possible  to  stem  the 
tide  of  indulged  emotionalism  of  youth 
during  the  adolescent  period,  it  will  pay 
big  dividends  later  in  life  by  full  phy- 
sical development  which  shows  itself  so 
splendidly  in  a  wonderful  supply  of  re- 
serve power.  At  this  point,  I  wish  to 
re-emphasize  the  fact  that  motor  edu- 
cation is  preeminent  in  young  life  and 
all  other  things  should  be  contributary. 
If  they,  meaning  love  stories,  result  m 
late  reading,  erotic  dreams,  etc.,  and 
thereby  interfere  with  the  free  physical 
development  of  girls  and  boys,  as  I 
believe  they  do,  they  are  not  worth 
the  time  and  energy  they  absorb. 

Young  life  should  have  more  out- 
door exercise  along  the  line  of  boy  and 
girl  scout  activity,  aesthetic  dancing, 
m  the  open  air,  tennis,  skating,  snow- 
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shoeing,  skiing,  boating,  swimming 
and  kindred  sports.  After  coming  from 
the  school  room,  it  behooves  parents 
not  to  allow  their  children  to  sit  down 
immediately  after  school  and  devour  a 
book.  Parents  should  insist  upon  exer- 
cise in  the  open  air  until  the  dinner 
hour.  After  the  evening  meal,  when 
Mary  shall  have  helped  Mother  at  the 
household  duties  and  Johnnie  shall 
have  mowed  the  lawn  or  tended  the 
furnace,  or  any  other  invented  duties 
intended  to  teach  home  responsibilities, 
shall  have  been  done,  then  some  care- 
fully supervised  reading  of  a  good  kind 
may  be  brought  forth.  But  not  for 
Mary  or  Johnnie  alone,  but  for  the 
whole  family.  They  are  to  read  aloud 
the  select  portions  that  are  especially 
interesting.  Behold,  the  happiest  hour 
of  the  family  circle  has  arrived  and  one 
that  will  impress  its  beautiful  signifi- 
cance upon  the  mind  of  that  boy  or 
girl  in  after  years. 

From  the  standpoint  of  psychology, 
I  do  not  think  love  stories  should  be 
used  to  any  extended  degree.  Again  I 
must  remind  you  that  love  stories  ap- 
peal fundamentally  to  the  emotions  and 
the  science  of  the  mind  teaches  that 
emotions  are  absolutely  subjective  both 
as  to  origin  and  operation.  They  are 
opposed  to  the  rational  and  intellectual 
and  cannot  be  directed  and  used  as 
the  intellect  can.  Rather,  they,  the 
emotions,  master  us.  Thorndyke  says 
that  under  the  stress  of  strong  emotion, 
"one  is  the  emotion,"  that  is,  he  has 
lost  his  identity  as  a  human  being  and 
becomes  an  irrational  emotion  or  feel- 
ing. To  sum  up  this  point,  it  seems 
logical  that  no  one  set  of  emotions 
should  be  called  into  play  too  strongly 
or  too  often.  I  can  imagine  nothing 
else  from  a  girl  who  develops  an  over- 
whelming desire  for  love  stories  than 
that  she  should  find  herself  in  love  be- 
fore the  right  man  arrives.  Such  a 
condition  might  easily  lead  to  a  dis- 
astrous ending. 

In  presenting  our  professional  ideas 
on  the  subject,  from  the  teaching  side, 
we  feel  that  the  outside  reading  of  our 
pupils,   while  contributing  to  the  va- 


riety of  their  own  needs,  should  be 
complimentary  to  the  work  of  the 
school.  Our  system  of  vocational 
guidance  is  dependent  for  its  effective- 
ness upon  the  systematic  and  thorough 
reading  of  our  pupils  along  specified 
lines.  Biography  with  all  its  inspira- 
tion by  the  power  of  example  has  tre- 
mendous possibilities  for  the  youth  of 
both  sexes.  Stories  of  industry  and 
salesmanship  that  are  appearing  in  our 
magazines  should  exert  more  and  more 
influence,  which  is  especially  true  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  we  are  facing  a 
period  of  intensive  industrial  develop- 
miCnt.  Our  boys  and  girls  must  use 
their  spare  moments  in  order  to  pre- 
pare themselves  for  the  work  which  is 
before  them.  We  have  about  12,000,000 
untrained  mechanics  in  wood,  iron,  and 
allied  industries  in  this  country  today, 
and  over  10,000,000  untrained  men  in 
agriculture.  God  alone  knows  how 
many  untrained  wives  and  mothers 
there  are  in  houses  called  homes.  We 
will  grant  that  the  public  schools  are 
not  doing  what  they  should  to  remedy 
this  condition.  The  point  I  am  trying 
to  make,  however,  is  this : ,  the  next 
generation  of  boys  and  girls  iri  this 
country  must  give  more  time  to  self 
improvement  and  less  time  to  idle  read- 
ing if  the  vigor  of  our  manhood  and 
womanhood  and  the  commercial  su- 
premacy of  our  country  is  to  be  main- 
tained. The  school  cannot  assume  the 
whole  burden  of  the  solution,  but  it 
believes  that  it  does  see  the  problem 
and  is  willing  to  state  it. 

In  the  last  place,  I  think  that  the 
educational  interests  of  the  boys  and 
girls  demand  that  the  stories  that  they 
read  should  teach  them  something. 
They  should  be  entertaining,  of  course, 
but  the  desire  to  be  entertained  is  the 
curse  of  the  American  people.  They 
should  teach  boys  to  be  manly,  brave, 
truthful,  to  hate  the  wrong  and  love  the 
good.  They  should  teach  girls  to  be 
sympathetic,  to  honor  real  achievement, 
to  be  sincere  and  helpful  and  to  abhor 
snobbishness  and  superficiality.  It  may 
be  that  there  are  some  love  stories  that 
emphasize  these  points.  I  do  know  that 
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a  good  many  stones  give  so  much  at- 
tention to  the  successful  nursing  of 
tender  sentiment  that  space  upon  the 
printed  page  does  not  allow  sufficient 
opportunity  to  impress  these  lessons 
upon  the  plastic  young  minds  of  boys 
and  girls. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  be  allowed  to 
summarize  what  I  have  tried  to  show : 

1 )  That  love  stories  are  demanded  by 
a  very  small  percentage  of  boys.  The 
obvious  reason  would  seem  that  they 
are  not  liked. 

2)  That  physiology,  psychology  and 
pedagogy  tend  to  show  that  they  are 
not  worth  the  time  they  demand. 

3)  That  the  perfect  development  of 
youth  is  better  met  by  other  types  of 
reading, 

Mrs  Charlea  Holden  (A  mother) 
"Novels  are  sweets.  All  people  with 
healthy  literary  appetites  love  them," 
says  Thackeray.  If  novels  arc  the 
sweets,  love  stories  are  the  chocolate 
chips  of  literature.  Although  chocolate 
chips  would  make  babies  sick,  a  child  of 
seven  or  eight  would  not  suffer  from 
eating  a  few,  and  older  children  could 
eat  more  without  disaster.  The  read- 
ing of  love  stories  like  the  eating  of 
candy  must  be  tempered  with  judg- 
ment. No  one  can  read  love  stories 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  forms  of 
literature  without  suffering  mental 
deterioration. 

In  the  last  few  years  there  has  been 
a  marked  change  in  the  attitude  of  peo- 
ple toward  fiction.  In  our  home  library 
we  have  a  quaint  old  book  which  be- 
longed to  our  children's  great  grand- 
mother. She  was  a  New  England  wom- 
an who  taught  her  children  that  novel 
reading  was  wicked.  This  old  book, 
called  No  Fiction,  she  read  often.  In 
everything  but  name  this  book  is  a 
novel,  though  somewhat  religious. 
Such  a  book  was  the  result  of  the 
early  Puritan  attitude  toward  the  novel. 
That  attitude  reflected  Puritan  times, 
and  was  felt  when  we  were  children. 
There  still  remains  parents  who  do 
not  permit  the  reading  of  fiction  espe- 
cially in  the  form  of  the  love  story. 
There   are   several   kinds   of   stories 


that  portray  love.  Love  for  animals, 
birds  and  beasts,  love  of  friends,  love 
of  country  and  home,  love  of  brother 
and  sisters  may  all  be  portrayed  in  a 
story.  As  we  commonly  use  the  ex- 
pression, it  means  the  love  of  the  sexes 
put  into  the  form  of  a  story. 

There  are  good  and  bad  love  stories. 
The  so-called  "problem"  story  with  its 
analysis  of  unhappy  marriage  and  di- 
vorce is  not  suitable  for  children  to 
read.  Such  stories  are  unwholesome 
"sweets"  and  should  be  avoided.  Wc 
should  obliterate  soul  problems  from 
stories  for  children,  for  the  mind  of 
the  child  is  not  ready  for  these  and  they 
can  only  be  harmful. 

Boys,  for  the  most  part,  are  not  in- 
terested in  love  stories.  Their  inter- 
est is  best  aroused  and  their  imagina- 
tion kindled  by  stories  of  camplife, 
travel  and  adventure.  Dickens  is  pop- 
ular with  many  boys.  His  novels  rep- 
resent love  in  a  wholesome  fashion 
which  stimulates  high  ideals  and  pro- 
motes the  development  of  manly  vir- 
tues. Some  mothers  read  Dickens  to 
their  boys  before  they  can  read  for 
themselves.  The  idea  is  prevalent  that 
unless  Dickens  is  read  before  the  fif- 
teenth year  he  will  not  be  read  later. 

Girls  generally  enjoy  reading  love 
stories.  Form^erly  there  were  no  novels 
written  for  girls.  Now-a-days  there 
are  quantities  of  good  ones.  Conse- 
quently, Mary  Jane  Holmes  and  Mrs 
Southworth  are  not  as  popular  as  they 
were  thirty  years  ago.  A  good  many 
silly  stories  are  written  now-a-days  and 
occasionally  there  is  a  girl  who  con- 
ceals them  under  her  desk  at  school, 
but  such  cases  we  are  told  are  less 
common  than  formerly. 

The  first  name  on  the  average  list  of 
girl's  books  is  Miss  .Mcott's  "Little 
women."  Two  years  ago  the  play 
taken  from  Little  women  was  staged 
at  Powers  theatre.  After  seeing  the 
play,  my  eleven  year  old  daughter  read 
the  book  and  I  re-read  it.  At  thirteen, 
I  had  first  read  Little  women  and  upon 
the  second  reading  was  surprised  that 
there  was  so  much  "love"  in  the  story. 
Elizabeth   seemed   deligt;ted   with   the 
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simple  home  life  of  Jo,  Beth,  Meg  and 
Amy  but  thought  little  concerning  the 
lovers  in  the  story.  The  love  scenes 
seemed  to  roll  off  her  mind  as  they  had 
off  mine,  like  an  April  shower  off  an 
umbrella.  Considering  this,  would  it 
not  be  well  for  children  to  read  Dick- 
ens, Scott,  Miss  Alcott  and  the  books 
of  other  recommended  writers  such  as 
the  mind  of  the  child  can  comprehend, 
before  the  adolescent  period  arrives? 
Children's  minds  do  not  develop  sys- 
tematically and  the  individual  needs  of 
each  child  should  be  considered. 

Some  of  the  love  stories  in  the  maga- 
zines are  atrocious.  Unless  teachers 
can  suggest  as  substitutes  for  the 
stories  of  the  Red  Book,  the  Blue  Book 
and  the  Police  Gazette  something  easier 
to  understand  than  Emerson's  "Ameri- 
can Scholar,"  Prescott's  "Conquest  of 
Peru"  and  Ruskin's  essay  on  "Work," 
children  will  read  what  is  accessible  at 
home  instead  of  going  to  the  public 
library  for  the  better  book.  While  the 
classics  charm  and  uplift  some  chil- 
dren, others  find  them  a  desert  of  deso- 
lation. There  are  a  great  many  books 
which  children  may  read  and  enjoy  that 
are  not  on  the  required  lists.  Some 
teachers  have  these  lists  for  their 
pupils  to  use  in  school,  but  after  school 
days  are  over  the  child  is  left  to  shift 
for  himself.  Unless  he  has  become 
familiar  with  the  use  of  the  library  he 
is  at  loss  to  know  what  to  read. 

Our  children's  librarian  does  much 
to  help  the  children  in  choosing  books. 
She  also  aims  to  reach  the  homes 
through  the  Parent's  Councils  that  are 
organized  in  all  our  city  schools.  Once 
a  year,  Miss  Quigley  visits  the  mothers 
at  these  meetings  and  talks  with  them 
concerning  the  books  that  the  children 
should  read. 

The  library  staff  sends  to  each  boy 
and  girl  who  finish  the  eighth  grade  a 
request  to  continue  the  use  of  the  li- 
brary. Upon  finding  out  what  subject 
most  interests  the  individual  child  and 
will  be  most  help  to  him  in  getting  a 
livelihood  a  list  of  books  upon  that  sub- 
ject is  sent  for  him  to  read. 

This   leaves   another   class   of  chil- 


dren without  help.  Quite  a  number  of 
children  do  not  reach  the  eighth  grade. 
If  the  Library  Commissioners  and  the 
Board  of  Education  jointly  would  issue 
a  pamphlet  containing  the  names  of  the 
desirable  story  books,  and  put  a  copy  into 
the  hands  of  every  child  in  the  public 
school,  children  would  read  a  better 
class  of  books.  The  lists  of  children's 
books  provided  for  the  Library  Bulletin 
might  be  utilized.  These  could  be  sup- 
plemented by  English  teachers  and 
others.  A  list  of  this  kind  should  be 
given  the  child  as  early  as  the  fifth 
grade  and  he  should  be  taught  to  use  it. 
In  this  way  those  who  leave  school  as 
soon  as  the  law  permits  will  take  with 
him  suggestions  to  utilize  in  his  future 
reading.  When  one  gets  the  habit  of 
reading  good  books,  vicious  or  trashy 
books  cease  to  attract. 

Even  with  the  care  in  the  selection  of 
books  which  is  exercised  by  our  library  I 
censors,  the  mother  must  see  to  it  that  ' 
the  children  are  not  reading  books  that  i 
will  establish  ideals  that  are  contrary 
to  her  own.  If  a  mother  maintains  that 
a  work  is  degrading,  she  must  not  per- 
mit her  son  or  daughter  to  read  books 
that  glorify  "the  daily  round,  the  con- 
stant task."  On  the  other  hand,  if  a 
mother  hopes  that  her  son  or  daughter 
may  sec  work  as  the  greatest  character 
builder,  and  the  greatest  means  of 
happiness  in  the  world,  she  will  see  to 
it  that  her  child  reads  the  story  that 
glorifies  work.  If  a  mother  puts  money 
and  position  ahead  of  brain  and  worth, 
her  daughter  must  read  only  books 
that  represent  money  and  position  as 
the  greatest  good  in  life.  If  the  mother 
feels  that  character  and  kindliness, 
brain  and  brawn  are  more  to  be  de- 
sired than  riches,  let  her  be  careful  that 
her  daughter  reads  books  which  em- 
phasize her  mother's  ideals. 

Books  taken  from  rental  collections 
must  be  carefully  investigated.  Peo- 
ple who  operate  these  exchanges  may 
buy  only  the  best  books,  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  owner  may  not  be  an 
expert  librarian  and  the  books  may  be 
mediocre  if  not  vicious.  If  parents 
have  these  exchange  books  in   their 
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homes  they  should  be  sure  that  no  book 
is  brought  into  the  house  which  the 
children  may  not  read  with  benefit. 

The  danger  from  the  borrowed  book 
is  obvious.  Every  book  of  this  sort 
should  be  carefully  censored. 

If  children  are  to  read  love  stories 
let  us  be  sure  that  they  are  read  at  the 
right  time.  Before  the  adolescent  peri- 
od, is  suggested  as  a  better  time  to 
read  love  stories  than  when  "newly 
awakened  desires  proclaim  that  the 
time  for  romance  has  arrived."  We 
must  be  sure  that  the  love  stories  our 
children  read  are  not  trashy,  sentimen- 
tal nonsense,  but  wholesome  "sweets" 
that  emphasize  the  joys  of  home  and 
inculcate  the  domestic  virtues.  We 
ought  to  be  sure  that  the  minds  of  our 
boys  and  girls  ^row  in  the  same  pro- 
portion that  their  bodies  grow.  "Jack 
and  the  beanstalk"  is  nonsense  to  a 
child  of  ten.  It  would  be  well  if  all 
children  might  outgrow  Alice  in 
Wonderland  before  they  grow  up. 
Make  the  literary  food  suitable  for  the 
child's  age  then  we  will  not  have  so 
many  men  and  women  who  read  trash. 

The  reading  of  love  stories  of   the 
right  sort,  at  the  right  time,  in  the  right 
proportion,  and  in  the  right  spirit  will 
not  harm  a  normal  child. 
Belle  H.  HcCormick,  Grand  Rai^ds  Hews 

I  believe  children  should  be  provided 
with  love  stories  in  order  to  gratify  the 
natural  craving  for  romance  in  the  emo- 
tional child  and  to  stimulate  romance 
in  the  phlegmatic  child. 

I  base  my  argument  on  the  convic- 
tion that  the  craving  for  romance  in 
the  child  is  a  natural  one,  that  it  mani- 
fests itself  as  early  as  the  age  of  five 
or  six  years  and  that  it  is  something  to 
be  encouraged,  rather  than  discouraged. 

My  conclusions  are  formed  from  the 
observation  of  other  children  and  from 
the  experience  of  my  own  childish 
emotions  which  are  still  very  vivid. 

The  first  knowledge  that  a  child 
gains  in  this  world  is  the  knowledge  of 
home  life.  He  opens  his  eyes  in  an 
institution  founded  upon  romance.  He, 
himself,  is  its  very  offspring.  Romance 
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is  the  foundation  of  his  very  shelter. 

Is  it  then  anything  but  natural  that 
he  should  begin  to  think  about  it  as 
soon  as  he  is  capable  of  thinking  about 
anything? 

Put  a  child  in  a  convent,  divorce  his 
early  life  from  all  manifestations  of 
the  man  and  woman  relation,  and  you 
might  be  able  to  direct  his  thoughts 
into  other  than  romantic  channels,  but 
put  him  in  an  institution  founded  upon 
love  and  you  cannot  accomplish  it. 

The  very  surroundings  of  a  child's 
early  life  are  conducive  to  thoughts  of 
romance. 

Even  the  child  in  the  convent,  we 
learn,  with  the  awakening  of  youth,  has 
this  mysterious  bewildering  longing  for 
romantic  adventure  in  his  soul.  What, 
then,  of  the  child  whose  life  is  sur- 
rounded with  it? 

•  My  meager  knowledge  on  the  subject 
of  children's  literature  itself  would  pre- 
vent me  from  making  any  specific  sug- 
gestions regarding  the  kind  or  class 
of  love  stories  to  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  children.  Any  suggestions  of  such 
a  nature  would  be  presumptions  on  my 
part. 

But  I  believe  that  any  wholesome 
love  story  is  good  for  a  child.  The 
library  I  had  access  to  when  I  was 
young  was  filled  for  the  most  part  with 
literature  which  no  child  could  digest. 
I  spent  most  of  my  time  pouring  over 
books  like  Dickens'  "Pickwick  papers." 
I  remember  getting  hold  of  "The  scar- 
let letter."  I  read  it,  but  the  danger- 
ous parts  I  did  not  comprehend,  so  I 
am  sure  they  did  me  no  damage.  What 
a  child  does  not  understand  usually 
does  him  no  harm.  It  was  so,  at  any 
rate,  with  the  few  love  stories  I  found 
which  were  too  old  for  me. 

The  story  which  did  make  an  im- 
pression, however,  was  St.  Elmo.  From 
this  novel  it  was  impressed  upon  my 
formative  mind  that  love  was  some- 
thing higher  than  infatuation  and  that 
it  depended  for  happiness  upon  the 
foundation  of  respect.  My  elders  would 
have  thought  there  was  time  enough  to 
think  about  that  when  I  grew  up.  But 
children  do  not  constijt  their  parents 
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about  what  they  shall  think  about,  and 
St.  Elmo  served  a  good  purpose  in  the 
life  of  one  child. 

But  what  seems  to  me  the  most  sig- 
nificant experience  of  my  childhood 
reading  was  the  period  when  from  a 
girl  in  the  neighborhood  I  obtained  my 
first  yellow  covered  novel.  More  of 
the  variety  came  into  my  possession  in 
such  rapid  succession  that  I  do  not  even 
remember  what  they  were.  But  I  be- 
lieve most  of  them  were  written  by 
Bertha  M.  Clay  and  Mary  J.  Holmes. 

These  novels,  trashy  as  they  were,  I 
am  convinced  filled  a  most  important 
need.  They  played  an  important  part 
in  my  mental  development  and  came 
as  a  life  saver  at  the  psychological  mo- 
ment. Many  a  night  I  secretly  burned 
the  midnight  oil  reading  them.  They 
satisfied  a  terrific  craving  for  romance. 
Dangerous  as  they  were,  they  were  bet- 
ter than  nothing.  And  although  they 
no  doubt  cheapened  my  literary  taste, 
I  do  not  believe  they  had  a  bad  moral 
effect,  because  virtue  was  always  re- 
warded, and  the  heroine  always  won 
her  rightful  happiness  and  the  villain 
was  always  punished  for  his  sins. 

None  of  us  would  hesitate  to  take 
a  yellow  covered  novel  out  of  the  hands 
of  any  child  who  came  under  our  in- 
fluence, yet  in  my  particular  case  I 
know  they  were  a  necessary  evil.  And 
I  feel  strongly  that  with  some  chil- 
dren trashy  love  stories  are  far  better 
than  no  love  stories  at  all. 

I  believe  that  love  stories  are  good 
for  the  phlegmatic  child  because  they 
help  to  develop  the  romantic  viewpoint 
which  enables  most  of  us  to  color  with 
rosy  hues  the  drab  spots  of  Hfe  and 
to  clothe  the  commonplace  with  the 
picturesque. 

.  For  the  emotional  child  I  believe  they 
are  a  necessary  mental  food. 

For  the  child  whose  romantic  im- 
agination is  not  fed  will  seek  sordid 
realities." 


For  my  part,  I  find  the  world  is  good. 
It  is  a  most  reliable  paymaster,  which- 
ever way  you  make  your  investment,  and 
I  am  glad  to  be  in  it, — Wilfred  T.  Gren- 
fell. 


A  Plea  for  Fairer  Support 
Editor,  Public  Libbasies: 

The  work  of  the  Immigrant  Publica- 
tion Society  is  not  receiving  the  sup- 
port it  deserves  from  American  libra- 
ries. The  Society  proceeds  upon  the 
idea  that  work  with  the  foreign-born, 
to  be  effective,  must  have  the  active  in- 
terest and  help,  and  be  subject  to  the 
constant  criticism  and  suggestion  of 
men  and  women  who  have  themselves 
been  immigrants  and  who  therefore 
have  first-hand  knowledge  of  the  con- 
ditions. The  Society  has  published  a 
series  of  books,  every  one  of  which  has 
been  thoroughly  tested.  Librarians 
who  have  used  the  books  have  endorsed 
them  with  enthusiasm. 

The  Society's  first  book  was  "The 
Immigrants'  guide,"  simply  presented 
in"  the  newcomer's  own  language,  to 
give  the  reader  chiefly  those  things 
which  he  himself  realizes  he  needs  to 
know  of  the  new  land.  Public  libra- 
ries, serving  large  foreign  populations, 
report  that  this  book  is  being  "read  to 
pieces."  There  are  instances  of  immi- 
grants who  have  committed  the  entire 
book  to  memory. 

The  second  publication  of  the  Society 
was  the  "Foreigners'  guide  to  English." 
One  of  our  New  York  branches  owns 
six  copies,  which  it  reports  "always  out." 

"Makers  of  America,"  for  use  as  a 
second  or  third  book  in  English,  clearly 
written  and  yet  intended  to  attract  the 
interest  of  the  intelligent  adult,  has 
been  useful  not  only  to  the  foreign- 
bom,  but  also  to  our  native  Americans, 
The  "Makers,"  whose  stories  are  told 
in  this  book,  are  Franklin,  Washington, 
Jefferson,  and  Lincoln. 

The  interest  of  public  libraries  was 
further  challenged  by  the  publication 
of  "Immigrant  and  library:  Italian 
helps,"  which  gives  exactly  the  infor- 
mation required  by  librarians  who  wish 
to  work  effectively  with  Italians.  This 
book  was  issued  in  cooperation  with  the 
Publishing  Board  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  and 
led  to  many  demands  from  libraries  for 
similar  books,  not  merely  in  Yiddish 
and  Hebrew  (now  in  preparation),  but 
in  many  other  languages. 
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A  field  of  large  national  service  is 
now  opening  before  the  Society,  for  it 
is  putting  into  the  hands  of  librarians 
serviceable  manuals  for  the  very  work 
in  which  they  are  so  much  interested. 
The  time  of  experiment  is  over.  The 
work  is  now  a  proved  success.  Other 
books  are  insistently  called  for,  and  a 
number  of  them  are  in  preparation. 
For  example,  there  are  a  Guide  to 
citizenship,  a  History  of  the  United 
States  in  Polish  and  Italian,  a  simple 
book  on  agriculture,  and  several  others. 
Among  the  others  are  preliminary  and 
supplemental  lists  of  books  in  foreign 
languages,  and  an  ambitious  and  more 
scholarly  project  of  an  annual  publica- 
tion qf  an  English  annotated  list  of  the 
best  books  published  each  year  in  a 
dozen  of  the  more  important  languages. 

The  Director  of  the  Society,  Mr. 
John  Foster  Carr,  is  now  so  widely 
known  among  librarians  that  his  office 
is  overwhelmed  with  letters  from  every 
part  of  the  country,  asking  for  many 
kinds  of  advice  in  this  new  work  with 
the  foreign-born.  Thus  there  is  being 
built  up  a  dependable  bureau  of  infor- 
mation and  advice,  the  facilities  of 
which  should  be  still  better  known. 
But  here  comes  in  the  difficulty.  It  is 
the  intention  that  only  expert  advice 
shall  be  given.  This  requires  work 
often  involving  expense  far  beyond 
mere  office  charges.  The  bibliographies 
cannot  hope  to  repay  even  the  expense 
of  printing;  but  the  work  has  been 
continuing,  not  only  without  remunera- 
tion to  Mr,  Carr,  but  with  a  large 
deficit,  which  in  great  part  he  has  met 

fersonally.  This  is  not  as  it  should  be. 
f  the  libraries  follow  their  own  inter- 
ests and  place  liberal  orders  for  the  So- 
ciety's publications,  it  would  soon  be 
self-supporting. 

The  Society  is  not  a  commercial  ven- 
ture; it  is  a  membership  corporation, 
organized  under  a  charter  from  the 
state  of  New  York,  The  work  needs 
support  for  its  rapid  and  efficient  ex- 
tension. Librarians  should  not  merely 
know  more  about  the  opportunities  and 
help  which  the  Society  offers,  but  they 
should  themselves  give  that  help  which 
will  make  the  prompt  development  of 


the  work  possible.  There  is  a  new  and 
widespread  interest  in  the  undertaking. 
Following  Mr  Carr's  address  at  Asbury 
Park  last  summer  he  has  received  in- 
numerable lecture  engagements  and  in- 
vitations from  many  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, either  directly  from  librarians  or 
upon  their  suggestion. 

All  the  books  published  so  far  are 
very  moderate  in  price.  A  careful  trial 
of  them  will  prove  their  value;  and  all 
of  them  except  the  bibliographies  pay 
a  profit  that  is  a  direct  support  to  the 
enterprise.  I  am  convinced  that  if  li- 
brarians buy  these  little  books  as  free- 
ly as  their  interests  require,  the  publi- 
cations would  soon  pay  for  themselves, 
and  enable  Mr  Carr  and  his  organiza- 
tion to  proceed  with  the  issue  of  others 
for  which  librarians  are  clamoring.  We 
have  found  all  the  books  of  great  use 
in  the  work  with  foreign  populations  in 
New  York,  and  we  have  ordered  them 
in  large  quantities  in  the  past,  and  ex- 
pect to  continue  to  do  so  in  the  future. 
Will  not  other  librarians  do  likewise,  in 
accordance  with  their  needs,  so  that 
this  very  important  work  may  be  con- 
tinued and  encouraged? 
t  10   im-T    E.  H.  Anderson. 

January  18,  1917. 


Inconsistencies 

May  I  tell  in  Public  Libraries  what 
I  saw  illustrated  the  other  day? 

The  librarian  usually  belongs  to  the 
Civic  League. 

She  is  eager  to  find  material  for  the 
club  woman  who  is  writing  a  paper  on 
the  overworked  shop  girl.  She  is  enthu- 
siastic in  her  support  of  the  cause  of  the 
girl  in  the  factory.  All  of  which  is  well 
and  good.  BUT,  she  will  make  her  own 
assistants  stand  at  a  loan  desk  a  whole 
afternoon  when  she  might  just  as  well 
provide  a  stool  for  them — she  keeps  her 
assistants  at  the  loan  desk  for  a  stretch 
of  hours  that  the  average  shop  girl  does 
not  know. 

Some  day  industrial  commissions  are 
going  to  investigate  these  things.  What 
gross  violations  of  the  labor  laws — and 
of  common  humanity  will  the  commis- 
sion find  in — what  library? 

Traveler. 
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Volunteers   for   Classification    Making 

The  Decimal  classification  advisoiy 
committee  of  the  American  Library 
Association  has  completed  its  canvass  of 
American  libraries  using  the  decimal 
classification. 

The  committee  now  knows  the  popular 
needs  that  the  D.  C.  is  asked  to  fill  and 
proposes  to  act  immediately  in  accord- 
ance with  these  demands. 

For  quick  and  sure  results  we  must 
have  the  active  help  of  many  library 
workers. 

The  Committee  herewith  calls  all  who 
will  help,  under  instruction,  in  this  work 
of  classification-making,  whether  experi- 
enced or  inexperienced,  to  correspond 
immediately  with  its  secretary. 

A.  Law  Voce. 
Mechanics  Institute,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


For  Free  Distribution 
A  quantity,  not  a  large  one,  of  the  re- 
ports of  the  Internationa]  Congress  of 
Women,  held  at  The  Hague  in  April- 
May,  1915,  are  for  free  distribution 
among  public  and  college  libraries  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada  on  ap- 
plication to  the  Woman's  Peace  Party 
Headquarters,  116  S.  Michigan  Ave- 
nue, Chicago.  Miss  Jane  Addams, 
chairman,  is  particularly  anxious  that 
every  library,  not  already  supplied, 
shall  secure  a  copy  of  these  proceed- 
ings in  order  to  have  preserved  the  true 
history  of  that  epoch-making  occasion 
when  1,500  women  from  12  nations  met 
in  the  interest  of  permanent  peace. 
The  proceedings  are  printed  in  three 
languages,  English,  French  and  Ger- 
man and  are  illustrated  by  pictures  of 
groups  and  individuals  prominent  in 
the  work  of  the  Congress.  Every  li- 
brary will  have  need  for  a  copy  in  years 
to  come  if  not  at  the  present  time. 


Save  the  Dunes 

The  Chicago  public  library  has  on 
one  of  its  upper  halls  3  very  inclusive 
and  beautiful  exhibit  of  colored  photo- 
graphs, postals  and  other  pictures  of 
the  dune  country  in  northern  Indiana, 
This   locality   contains   a   greater   va- 


riety of  vegetation  than  any  other  lo- 
cality know  to  the  scientists — botanists, 
geologists  and  biologists,  generally. 

From  all  over  the  country  and  from 
the  friends  of  our  native  landscape  of 
the  region,  many  people  are  trying 
to  induce  the  Government  to  set  aside 
this  wonderfully  beautiful  tract  for  a 
national  park.  The  opposition  which 
is  being  made  comes  from  the  steel  cor- 
porations which  desire  to  use  this  lo- 
cality for  their  mills  on  account  of  the 
inland  region  and  the  lake  transporta- 
tion. A  large  share  of  a  similar  tract 
was  taken  by  the  interests  that  founded 
Gary  and  many  of  these  arc  interested 
in  extending  their  plants  the  remaining 
18  miles  on  the  lake  shore.  The  mat- 
ter is  shortly  to  come  up  in  Congress 
and  deserves  the  support  of  everyone 
who  desires  to  create  and  maintain  an 
interest  in  the  out-of-door  life  among 
all  people. 

There  is  not  a  national  park  in  the 
great  Middle-west  and  while  the  visi- 
tors to  the  Dunes,  now,  are  largely 
scholars,  students  and  pupils  of  the 
public  schools,  the  number  of  those 
who,  at  a  small  cost,  are  visiting  them 
for  recreation  and  for  the  enjoyment  of 
the  variety  of  vegation  and  the  beauti- 
ful landscape  is  continually  increasing 
so  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  think 
that  such  a  beautiful  stretch  of  country, 
unlike  anything  else  in  the  world, 
should  be  wiped  out  for  commercial  in- 
terests, that  could,  with  a  little  more 
expenditure,  be  just  as  well  placed  in 
another  locality. 

Librarians  of  the  entire  Middle  west 
are  asked  especially,  to  interest  them- 
selves in  the  matter  and  to  help  in  any 
way  possible  to  save  the  dune  country. 

A  letter  to  one's  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  will  be  a  great 
help. 

Nature  Lover. 


A  Suggestion 
The  Western  Teacher  in  its  Novem- 
ber issue  reproduced  a  letter  written 
by  a  superintendent  of  schools  a  few 
weeks  befoj-e  he  started  for  the  meet- 


Din.tizi^dbvGoOgle 


Public     Lib  ra  ries 


59 


ing  of  the  Department  of  superinten- 
dence at  Detroit.  He  sent  a  copy  of 
the  following  letter  to  each  of  the 
eighth-grade  rooms; 

To  the  Eighth  Grade: 

I  am  planning  a  trip  to  Detroit.  To  what 
books  can  you  refer  me,  giving  information 
concerning  Detroit?  Please  state  the  page 
in  each  and  the  important  points  covered. 

What  institutions  should  1  visit?  What 
industries  should  I  see?  Is  it  merely  by 
chance  that  these  industries  have  been  lo- 
cated at  Detroit? 

How  shall  1  go  to  Detroit?  What  will  be 
the  advantages  of  the  route  which  you  sug- 
gest? What  will  be  the  character  of  the 
country  through  which  I  pass  and  how  can 
1  arrange  my  traveling  so  as  to  see  much 
of  it?  What  are  the  important  industries 
along  this  route  and  what  cities  are  centers 

An  early  reply  will  be  appreciated. 
Yours  very  truly. 


Oxygen  for  Libraries 
Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  says: 


Every  Saturday 
tendance  at  his  house  to  exchange  books. 
No  one  but  he  who  has  felt  it  can  ever 
know  the  intense  longing  with  which  the 
arrival  of  Saturday  was  awaited.  When 
reveling  in  the  treasures  which  he  opened  to 
us  I  resolved,  if  ever  wealth  came  to  me, 
that  it  should  be  used  to  establish  free  li- 
braries, so  that  other  poor  boys  might  re- 
ceive opportunities  similar  to  those  for 
which  we  were  indebted  to  that  noble  man. 
How  effectively  the  resolution  has  been 
carried  out  every  American  knows.  There 
is  hardly  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  who 
has  not  at  some  time  or  other  made  use  of 
a  Carnegie  library  building,  whether  con- 
stantly in  his  own  town,  or  just  to  kill  time 
pleasantly  between  trains  in  some  place  far 

All  of  them  have  one  fault  which  dims 
their  many  virtues.  Libraries  built  by  other 
people  share  it.  Churches  and  public  gath- 
erings of  all  sorts  are  nearly  as  bad. 

They  are  full  of  stal^  foul  air,  disease- 
breeding,  headache-creating. 

Go  into  any  library  in  this  broad  land — 
the  situation  is  the  same.  Why  people  who 
are  presumably  desirous  of  being  intellectu- 
ally stimulated  will  put  up  with  the  mind- 
dulling,  sickening  closeness  is  a  mystery. 
But  they  do. 

We  commend  to  Mr.  Carnegie  a  clause 
requiring  that  ventilation  be  included  in  the 
care  of  his  library  buildings.  It  might  help 
a  little  I— E.  Liverpool  (O.)  Review. 


Will  They  Consent  to  Do  This? 
I  have  been  much  interested  in  reading 
in  Public  Libraries,  the  many  interest- 
ing su^estions  which  come  from  libra- 
rians who  are  dominated  in  many  in- 
stances by  large  systems.  This  encour- 
ages me  to  ask  you,  if  you  cannot  in- 
duce the  large  libraries  to  give  statistics 
showing  how  many  employees  had  left, 
through  ill-health,  in,  say,  ten  years,  with 
special  honor  to  the  one  who  has  lost  the 
least.  It  might  be  a  revelation  as  to  efifi- 
ciency,  it  might  be  a  revelation  as  to  some 
of  the  things  that  go  on  in  large  libra- 
ries that  are  not  always  put  in  the 
printed  report.  Of  course  statistics  are 
queer  things! 

Assistant  Librarian. 


Do  They  Count? 
Editor,  Public  Libraries  : 

A  question  has  arisen  on  which  I  would 
like  to  have  some  help  from  Pubuc  Li- 
braries. How  shall  the  poems,  of  which 
libraries  have  many  copies  mounted  for 
circulation,  be  counted  in  the  records  of 
circulation?  We  typed  copies  of  the 
Christmas  poems  which  the  children  used 
for  pieces  to  "speak"  in  their  school  ex- 
ercises. Are  we  justified  in  counting 
them  as  mounted  literature  in  our  cir- 
culation ? 

Flora  B.  Roberts, 
Pottsville,  Pa.  Public  Library. 


Useless  Reference  Work 
Editor  Public  Libraries  : 

I  was  interested  in  your  editorial  on 
courtesy  which  appeared  in  the  January 
number  of  Public  Libraries,  and  it  leads 
me  to  offer  this  account  of  an  experience 
that  came  to  me  shortly  before  I  read  the 
article. 

I  was  asked  by  a  young  lady  to  locate 
a  town  in  Russia — "Movviw."  I 
searched  all  gazetteers,  atlases,  etc.,  with- 
out result.  I  asked  the  connection  in 
which  it  had  been  used.  The  reply  was 
that  she  had  been  told  her  family  had 
come  from  there,  by  the  Ouija  board/ 

How  is  one  to  tell  beforehand? 

RsnotENCE. 
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Single  number 25  cents 

Foreign  subscriptions      -     -     -     S2.25  a  year 
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II  >  lubacriber  wiahes  his  copy  of  thanuiaaiinediscoD- 
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CojriesfaiHot  to  reach  subactit>en.  throiuh  loaa  in  the 
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K>  la  received  within  30  dav*  fdltr  oublication.  Later 
than  thai  duplicate  copies  on  be  supplied  oa\y  at  res- 

Owing  to  the  increase  in  the  cost  of 
production  the  policy  of  Public  Libra- 
KiES  heretofore  maintained,  of  distribut- 
ing extra  indexes  free  will  be  discon- 
tinued. One  copy  of  the  index  will  be 
inserted  in  the  December  number  of 
Public  Libraries  and  requests  for  in- 
dexes after  that  will  be  charged  for  at 
10  cents  a  copy. 

Concerning  the  public — Several  persons 
have  written  commending  the  editorial 
in  Public  Libraries  on  treatment  of  the 
public,  (see  22:14)  One  takes  excep- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  it  is  "usually 
good  natured."  So  was  the  boy  who 
threw  stones  at  the  frogs. 

It  is  questionable  as  to  whether  li- 
brary ethics  are  not  violated  when 
public  servants  use  the  public  press  to 
belittle  those  to  whom  the  library 
belongs  and  for  whom  the  library  is 
intended  and  who  have  the  right  to 
the  forbearance  and  courteous  consid- 
eration which  the  position  of  library 
attendant  betokens.   That  amusing  cir- 


cumstances occur  in  the  library  can 
not  be  denied,  neither  can  it  be  denied 
that  the  occasion  for  them  is  equally 
divided  between  the  public  and  the  at- 
tendant, but  they  are  no  more  to  be 
used  as  material  for  jesting  on  the  one 
hand  than  for  depreciation  on  the  other. 
The  canons  of  good  taste  woukl  cer- 
tainly decree  that  they  should  not  be 
used  to  the  belittling  of  anyone  or  any 
effort. 

A  recent  account  in  an  eastern  city 
paper  serves  as  an  example,  and  also 
shows  one  reason  why  the  public  is 
slow  to  use  that  library  extensively. 
The  story,  if  true,  points  the  field  of 
library  endeavor  that  could  well  be 
brought  up  several  degrees  and  still 
leave  room  for  improvement.  If  the 
public  took  the  chance  of  telling  ex- 
periences which  it  has  met  in  the 
library,  doubtless,  the  tale  would  match 
anything  which  the  assistant  could  pro- 
duce as  his  experience  with  the  public. 

What  is  needed— A  librarian  of  more 
than  usual  success  in  her  work  writes  in 
regard  to  her  report  as  follows : 

The  part  of  my  annual  report  in  which  I 
am  most  interested  and  which  I  hoped 
would  bring  some  response  from  my  Board 
is  the  part  headed  "Financial  situation." 
Naturally  I  had  our  Beard  in  view  when 
writing  it,  and  from  that  point  of  view  it 
may  not  have  much  general  interest,  ex- 
cept that  I  do  not  think  our  Board  is  an 
exception  at  all  in  having  to  have  things  re- 
peatedly cast  before  them  before  getting  to 
the  point  of  acting.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that 
we  have  some  splendid  tnen  on  our  Board 
who  know  and  feel  the  value  of  the  library, 
they  are  yet  so  afraid  of  our  "City  fathers" 
that  they  will  not  back  me  up  in  really  ap- 
proaching them  for  appropriations  which 
they  know  are  needed.  I  feel  so  strongly 
that  if  the  people  connected  with  the  library 
do  not  see  things  in  a  large  way  that  large 
things  will  certainly  not  come  to  us.  Aside 
from  this  part  of  the  report,  the  fact  that  we 
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have  b««n  handicapped  through  lack  of 
funds  and  have  slill  increased  our  circula- 
tion is  gratifying,  since  it  upholds  my  point 
that  the  library  is  an  important  factor  in 


Thanking  you  tor  your  warm 
help  which  you  show  in  your  letter  and  that 
which  comes  every  month  through  the  pages 
of  Public  Librabies.  •  •  ♦ 

Inasmuch  as  the  letter  was  not  in- 
tended for  publication  the  name  is  with- 
held for  obvious  reasons,  but  there  is,  in 
the  letter,  valuable  suggestions  both  for 
librarians  and  trustees  that  justifies  its 
publication.  It  offers  an  opportunity  to 
bring  the  matter  -before  library  boards 
and  other  library  officers  and  if  they 
study  carefully  what  it  sets  forth,  it 
ought  to  have  value  in  many  instances. 

An  indetenaible  move—  The  libraries  of 
Massachusetts  have  been  sighted  by 
someone  on  the  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sion in  that  state  as  being  desirable  to 
have  within  the  circle  of  its  authority. 
Accordingly  a  movement  has  been  started 
with  the  purpose  of  including  the  public 
libraries  of  the  state  in  the  list  of  things 
over  which  the  Civil  Service  holds  sway. 
Why  the  movement  has  been  started  in 
that  state  is  not  told.  In  view  of  the 
great  strides  forward  which  library  work 
has  made  in  Massachusetts  in  the  last 
few  years,  it  may  be  that  some  of  those 
who  are  in  their  present  positions,  for 
other  reasons  than  demonstrated  fitness, 
have  called  on  the  Civil  Service  commis- 
sion for  protection. 

There  is  no  evidence  anywhere  that 
strict  Civil  Service  has  worked  for  the 
betterment  of  library  work  whatever 
may  be  claimed  for  it  over  political 
prefcnnent.  Occasionally,  it  has  not 
created  as  great  havoc  as  was  feared 
on  its  introduction  but  in  every  case 
where  this  is  so,  it  wilt  most  likely 
be  found  that  somebody  in  the  commis- 
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sion  or.  near  to  it,  has  manipulated  the 
rules  so  that  they  have  not  borne  down  as 
hard  on  the  library  situation  as  they  do 
in  other  lines.  Is  this  fair?  What  kind 
of  betterment  is  that  which  comes 
through  questionable  methods?  Shall  we 
accept  in  library  service  the  worn  out 
doctrine  of  "the  end  justifies  the  means  ?" 
No,  a  thousand  times,  no!  Let  it  rather 
be  "Hew  straight  to  the  line,  let  the 
chips  fall  where  they  will." 

Anyone  may  examine  any  library  serv- 
ice in  the  country  which  is  ruled  by 
political  civil  service  and  comparing  it 
with  a  similar  one  of  the  same  class,  but 
free  from  it,  and  see  how  much  superior 
the  results  of  the  interior  service  rules 
are  to  the  best  Civil  Service  results  that 
have  been  produced. 

When  other  communities  have  shed  the 
nimbus  of  Civil  Service  and  all  good  li- 
braries shun  its  connection,  Massachu- 
setts ought  to  have  very  definite  and  spe- 
cial good  reasons  to  show  for  taking  it 
up.  The  good  libraries  of  the  state,  the 
state  library  club  and  the  sworn  officers 
in  the  state  library  commission  say,  "No." 
Who  is  asking  for  it  and  why?  To  put 
library  service  under  Civil  Service  is 
indefensible. 

A  new  dunce — In  Omaha  and  in  one 
or  two  other  places,  increased  demand  on 
the  library  has  come  about  through  the 
closing  of  the  saloons  in  the  election  last 
fall. 

It  has  been  claimed  by  workers  for 
the  promotion  of  temperance  that  the 
frequenters  of  saloons  in  many  instances 
began  to  go  in  the  first  place  simply  be- 
cause there  was  no  other  unconventional 
and  unrestricted  place  in  which  a 
stranger  was  made  welcome;  that  the 
saloon  furnished  to  this  class  of  person 
a  sort  of  club  and  that  this  evident  neces- 
sity ought  not  to  be  left  to  the  business 
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instincts  of  the  one  who  wished  to  make 
his  living  by  the  sale  of  liquor.  It  will 
doubtless  be  considered  that  the  reason 
for  which  the  libraries  are  founded  is 
not  to  make  them  club  rooms  in  the  full 
sense  of  the  word.  Still,  the  closing  of 
the  saloons  in  many  communities  offers 
an  opportunity  to  afford  a  welcome  to  the 
reading  rooms  for  those  who,  hereto- 
fore, havt  found  the  place  in  which  they 
spent  their  leisure  houj-s  the  liquor  shops, 
well  lighted,  with  a  pleasant  atmosphere 
and  a  genial  word  of  welcome  from  the 
one  who  owned  the  place. 

One  of  the  great  Wesleys  is  reported 
to  have  said  that  church  people  made  a 
mistake  when  they  let  Satan  have  all  the 
good  tunes  and  the  places  of  good  cheer. 
In  this  view  of  the  matter  it  might  be 
possible  for  the  libraries  to  offer  a  little 
more  in  the  way  of  recreation,  cordiality 
and  inducement  to  come,  for  those  who 
have  been  shut  out  by  law  from  what 
th^  were  wont  to  consider  places  worth 
visiting. 


Good  Work  Continued 
At  the  North  End  Branch  of  the  Bos- 
ton public  library  there  is  an  organiza- 
tion known  as  the  Saturday  Evening 
Girls  which  has  been  in  existence  for 
some  years.  It  has  been  from  the  first 
made  up  mostly  from  the  foreign  young 
people  which  may  account  for  the  con- 
tinued excellence  of  and  interest  in  the 
work  of  its  members.  It  began  first  as 
a  reading  club  but  as  the  members  have 
grown  up,  intellectually  as  well  as  physi- 
cally, the  interests  and  activities  of  the 
club  have  broadened  until  it  is  probably 
the  most  dominant  factor  in  the  lives  of 
the  young  people  of  that  community. 
Classes  in  art — music,  drawing,  modeling 
and  the  drama — have  produced  wonder- 
ful results,  domestic  science  in  all  its 
forms,  political  and  social  science  and 
neighborhood  welfare  engage  the  atten- 
tion with  most  desirable  results  to  the 
betterment  of  the  entire  neighborhood. 
Even  the  local  politicians  of  the  most 
virulent  Boston  type,  have  come  to  re- 


spect the  opinion  of  the  Library  Club  as 
it  is  popularly  known.  A  monthly  publi- 
cation, S.  E.  G.  News,  now  in  its  sixth 
volume  and  self-supporting,  is  a  paper 
that  would  be  a  credit  to  the  institution 
across  the  Charles  River.  The  Paul 
Revere  pottery  is  an  outgrowth  of  this 
club  and  several  dramatic  products  have 
come  from  its  older  members. 

While  the  first  members  are  now  quite 
grown  up,  they  retain  their  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  club  to  its  great  advan- 
tage. One  of  the  most  praiseworthy 
things  is  the  spirit  of  fellowship  and  per- 
sonal responsibility  which  the  older  mem- 
bers show  to  the  younger  members  and 
the  children  of  the  neighborhood.  A 
large  share  of  the  success  of  this  work  is 
due  to  the  splendid  worit  and  spirit  of 
Miss  Edith  Guerrier,  librarian  of  the 
branch. 


A  Much  Appreciated  Gift 
One  of  the  gratifying  thitlgs  of  the 
holiday  season  was  the  new  edition  of 
Miss  Plummer's  verses  which  was  issued 
under  the  direction  of  Dr  and  Mrs  E.  H. 
Anderson,  for  distribution  among  Miss 
Plummer's  friends  and  their  own,  A 
further  gratifying  thing  is  the  willing- 
ness of  Dr.  Anderson  to  send  a  copy  of 
the  Httle  volume  to  any  library  desiring 
it.  Dr  Anderson  could  hardly  have 
done  anything  else  that  would  have 
given  as  much  pleasure  as  does  his  gen- 
erous thoughtfulness  in  regard  to  this. 
The  foreword  to  the  little  volume  says : 
"In  1896  an  edition  of  Miss  Plummer's 
verses  was  printed  mainly  for  private 
distribution.  The  little  book  has  long 
been  out  of  print  and  this  new  edition 
is  issued  in  response  to  requests  made 
since  the  author's  death.  The  earher 
volume  contained  fifteen  poems.  These 
are  reprinted  here,  with  four  which  were 
written  later." 

The  last  poem  in  the  volume, 
"Requiem,"  is  specially  significant.  The 
fine  courage  with  which  Miss  Plum- 
mer  awaited  the  coming  of  her  release 
from  earthly  pain  can  be  taken  as  the 
glowing  capstone  of  the  enduring 
monument  builded  by  her  life. 
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Some  1916  Technical  Books  * 
Cbemutiy  and  Uetallurgy 

BuUens — Steel  and  its  heat  treatment. 

Cosgrove — Coal ;      its      economical      and 
smokeless  combustion. 

Dunn — Industrial  uses  of  fuel  oil. 

Lord — Metallurgical  analysis. 

Newell — Inorganic  chemistry. 

Smith,  Alexander — General  chemistry  for 
colleges. 

Wagner — Coal  and  coke. 


Toulmin — The  city  manager;  a  new  pro- 
fession.   1915. 

Wright— The  American  City.     1916. 

Zucblin — American  municipal  progress. 
1916. 


Andrews — Strength   of   materials. 
Bishop — Story  of  the   submarine. 
Duryea — Automobile  book. 
Flinn — Waterworks  handbook. 
Foster — Coal  miners'  pocketbook. 
Hamilton — Cartridge   manufacture. 
Hamilton — High    explosive    shell    manu- 

Ha^ood — Automobile  ignition,  starting, 
and  lighting. 

Hearne — Zeppelins  and  super-zeppelins. 

Marks — Mechanical   engineers'  handbook. 

Lyie — ^Parks  and  park  engineering. 

Newell — Engineering  as  a  career. 

New  York  City — Fire  department  motor 
apparatus. 

Page— Questions  and  answers  relating  to 
modern  automobile  design,  construction, 
drivintf  and  repair. 

Page — Starting,     lighting     and     ignition 

HiscellaneoDB 
Bacon — American   petroleum   industry.     2 

Beyer — Industrial  accident  prevention. 

Cotter — Authentic  history  of  the  United 
States   Steel   Corporation. 

Erch el— Manual  of  fire  prevention  and 
fire  protection  for  hospitals. 

Hemen way— American  public  health  pro- 
tection. 

Hill— The  new  public  health. 

Hudders — Indexing  and  filing. 

Hutchinson — Community  hygiene. 

S herb ow— Making  type  work. 

Verrill — The   ocean   and   its   mysteries. 

Webb — Concrete  and  reinforced  concrete. 

Zavalla — Canning  fruits  and  vegetables. 
Citr  Goremment 

American  Academy  of  Political  and  So- 
cial Science — Proceedings  of  the  Conference 
of  American  mayors  on  public  policies  as 
to  municipal  utilities.     1915. 

Farrington— C  o  m  m  u  n  i  t  y  development. 

Fosdick — European  police  systems.    1915, 

Howe — The  modern  city  and  its  prob- 
lems.    1915. 

Munro — Principles  and  methods  of  mu- 
nicipal administration.     1916. 

Kyan- Munieipa^freedom;  a  study  of  the 
commission  government.     1915. 
■Birmingham  public  library  list. 


Books  Worth  While 

The  Business  Man's  Legal  Adviser,  by 
Boiler— 6  volumes. 

American  Men  of  Action — Stevenson. 

American   Men  of  Mind — Stevenson, 

Civil  Engineers'  Pocket-Book — Frant- 
wine. , 

Plumbi  ng — G  ray . 

Automobile  Ignition,  Starting,  Light- 
ing— Hay  ward. 

The  Gasoline  Automobile — Longhecd. 

Gas  Engines  and  Producers — Marks. 

Mine  Gases,  Ventilation— International 
LJbrary  of  Technology. 

The  Woman  Citizens'  Library  by 
Mathews — 12  vols. 

Costume  Designing  and  Home  Plan- 
ning— Peel. 

Text  Book  of  Cooking — Greer. 

Chemistry  of  Cooking — Darzens. 

The  Worth  of  a  Girl— King. 

Highways  and  By- Ways  in  Shakes- 
peare's Country — Hutton. 

The  Women  of  Shakespeare — Harris, 


Boys  and  Girls  and  Reading 
There  are  plenty  of  bad  books  for  boys 
and  girls;  yet  they  hardly  constitute  the 
real  problem  in  connection  with  juvenile 
reading.  These  books  are  bad  because 
they  are  useless  rubbish,  mere  husks  with- 
out nutriment.  They  are  bad  because 
they  stunt  a  youthful  reader's  taste  and 
drug  his  imagination.  They  are  of  the 
dime-novel  sort— sometimes  modernized 
and  most  respectably  bound  in  cloth. 

But  they  hardly  constitute  the  real 
problems — that  is,  the  boy  or  girl  who 
does  not  even  read  trash.  We  would 
rather  a  boy  read  dime  novels  than  read 
nothing.  The  veriest  rubbish  may  sup- 
ply a  foundation  for  something  better. 
It  may  help  to  the  formation  of  one  of 
the  most  precious  habits  any  person  can 
form^the  habit  of  relying  on  books  as 
a  means  of  passing  a  certain  portion  of 
every  average  day. 
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A  reading  habit  is  about  two-thirds  of 
education.  We  have  never  known  a  per- 
son who  read  much  that  read  much  trash. 
Invariably,  by  our  observation,  the  per- 
son who  reads  rot  is  one  who  reads  little. 
If  we  could  have  a  guaranty  that  a  boy 
was  going  to  spend  a  couple  of  hours  a 
day,  as  a  customary  thing,  reading  books, 
we  should  feel  sure  of  his  getting  round 
to  real  books  in  due  time. 

The  Boy  Scouts  of  America  have  done 
a  good  work  in  attacking  bad  juvenile 
books  and  suggesting  good  ones.  We 
do  not  minimize  the  importance  of  throw- 
ing out  the  bad  book  and  putting  a  good 
one  in  its  place.  But  merely  seeing  that 
a  boy  or  girl  does  not  read  bad  books 
is  no  discharge  of  a  parent's  obligations. 
That  may  mean  simply  that  they  read  no 
books  at  all. — The  Saturday  Evening 
Post. 


Some  Comparative  Costs 
Some  interesting  items  from  a  news- 
paper clipping  are  the  following:  The 
Per  capita  home  circulation  of  Port- 
land's public  library  is  the  highest  in 
the  United  States  for  over  200,000  pop- 
ulation. During  1916.  the  home  circula- 
tion was  1,468,793  v..  the  per  capita 
circulation  was  5,34.  In  1915,  the  per 
capita  circulation  of  Portland  was  5, 
that  of  Cleveland,  the  second  highest, 
was  4.93.  The  per  capita  circulation 
of  Seattle  was  4.2,  of  Los  Angeles.  3.68, 
and  of  San  Francisco  2.57.  The  per 
capita  expenditure  of  Portland's  library 
was  57,2  cents  and  that  of  Boston  58 
cents.  The  per  capita  expenditure  of 
Seattle  was  47,9  cents,  of  Los  Angeles. 
34.8  cents  and  of  San  Franciso,  23.8 
cents.  The  home  circulation  is  as  fol- 
lows:  Portland,  1,468,793;  Seattle,  1,- 
395,239;  Los  Angeles,  2,027,672;  and 
San  Francisco,  1,157,523.  The  expendi- 
ture per  volume  circulated  was  Port- 
land, 11.3  cents;  Seattle,  11.3  cents;  Los 
Angeles  9.4  cents;  and  San  Francisco, 
9.2  cents. 

While  these  figures  are  interesting 
they  necessarily  do  not  point  out,  much 
less  emphasize  the  extent  and  scope  of 
the  service  performed  for  the  public  in 
any  of  these  libraries. 


Examinations  Set  for  Boston 

A  special  examination  for  the  posi- 
tion of  branch  librarian  will  be  held  in 
the  Boston  public  library,  Copley 
Square,  on  February  24.  Candidates 
for  this  examination  must  first  qualify 
in  Grade  B  of  the  library  service.  The 
examination  in  Grade  B  will  be  held  on 
February  21.  The  qualifications  for 
Grade  B  are :  Equivalent  of  a  college 
education  and  ability  to  translate  two 
foreign  tankages  into  English. 

The  special  examination  will  require 
a  knowledge  of  library  administration, 
cataloging,  reference  work,  work  with 
children,  relations  of  the  library  to  the 
schools,  etc. 


Against  Military  Training 

The  headquarters  of  the  Woman's 
Peace  Party  is  sending  out  printed  ma- 
terial showing  what  the  leading  edu- 
cators of  the  country  think  of  militaiy 
training  in  the  public  schools.  This 
material  may  be  obtained,  most  of  it 
free  of  cost,  by  addressing  the  Wom- 
an's Peace  Party,  116  S.  Michigan  Ave- 
nue, Chicago. 

Among  the  contributors  are  the  well- 
known  educators,  Charles  W,  Eliot, 
John  H.  Finley,  W.  H.  P.  Faunce,  Rob- 
ert J.  Aley,  Harry  A.  Garfield,  Arthur 
T.  Hadley,  G.  Stanley  Hall,  David 
Starr  Jordan,  Henry  C,  King.  Joseph 
Swain,  Charles  F.  Thwing,  Benjamin 
Ide  Wheeler,  John  Dewey,  N.  C. 
SchaefTer,  J.  H,  Van  Sickle,  Booker  T. 
Washington,  Felix  Adler,  Kate  D. 
Blake,  Grace  De  Graff,  Florence  Hol- 
brook  and  Mary  F.  Lovell 

A  symposium  of  80  of  the  recognizfcd 
leaders  in  education,  social  reform,  boy 
life,  child  welfare  and  moral  training, 
express  an  opinion  condemning  mili- 
tary training  for  adolescent  youth. 

Pictures,  banners,  color  and  music  have 
deceived  both  old  and  young  as  to  the 
true  nature  of  war  and  the  real  business 
of  serving  as  soldiers.  War  painted  as 
it  is  shows  mutilation,  agony,  murder, 
hate,  revenge  and  horror.  Let  us  face 
the  truth. 

More  physical  training  for  boys  and 
girls.    Mililary  training  for  neither. 
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A  County  Library  in  Illinois 

By  the  terras  of  the  will  of  Captain 
Robert  B-  Stinson,  who  bequeathed  an 
endowment  for  a  library  to  the  city  of 
Anna,  the  library  is  free  to  both  city  and 
county.  The  fact  that  the  library  is  sup- 
ported entirely  by  the  endowment,  has 
enabled  it  to  do  county  extension  work 
that  other  libraries  in  Illinois  are  not 
able  to  do. 

Publicity  through  the  county  papers, 
the  county  fair,  and  the  teachers'  insti- 
tute when  the  library  was  opened,  July 
1914,  brought  many  patrons  from  the 
surrounding  villages  and  country,  but 
far  from  the  number  that  the  library  was 
capable  of  serving.  So  we  determined 
to  increase  the  use  of  the  library  by 
visitng  a  number  of  rural  schools  one 
day  each  week,  and  supplying  the  chil- 
dren there  with  books. 

Two  routes  were  mapped  out,  each 
about  25  miles  in  length,  with  six  schools 
on  one  and  five  on  the  other.  Then  two 
book-cases  were  made,  each  to  hold  about 
75  books  and  of  such  shape  as  to  fit  on 
the  floor  and  back  seat  of  a  surrey.  One 
day  each  week  I  drive  over  one  of  these 
routes,  each  school  thus  being  visited 
once  in  two  weeks.  The  book-cases  are 
taken  directly  into  the  school-room,  the 
children  choose  their  books  and  have 
them  charged  just  as  they  would  at  the 
main  library. 

Each  trip  has  but  increased  the  ini- 
tial pleasure.  The  opportunity  of  study- 
ing the  needs  of  the  schools,  and  of  put- 
ting into  the  hands  of  the  children  Just 
the  books  they  ought  to  have,  are  impor- 
tant features  of  the  work.  But  more 
important  is  the  fact  that  the  reading 
habit  is  being  formed  by  many  boys  and 
girls  who  would  never  have  found  their 
way  to  the  main  library. 

The  outlook  is  promising.  I  have  now 
made  seven  trips  this  year,  have  added 
400  new  borrowers  and  have  circulated 
1,346  books.  It  was  feared  that  the  in- 
terest would  die  when  the  novelty  had 
worn  off  after  the  first  visit  or  two,  but 
the  interest  increases  with  every  visit, 
each  trip  bringing  us  from  15  to  40  new 
readers.  There  was  some  prejudice  to 
overcome,   many   of    the    fathers   being 


afraid  "there  was  some  catch  in  it,"  but 
that  is  gradually  working  itself  off,  and 
many  of  the  parents  are  now  sending  by 
the  children  for  books.  It  is  not  the  in- 
tention to  confine  the  work  to  the  schools. 
Stops  will  be  made  at  residences  along 
the  routes  as  soon  as  the  school  work  is 
well  organized. 

There  is  no  estimating  the  far  reach- 
ing influence  of  the  work.  One  of  the 
teachers  said  when  I  spoke  to  him  of  the 
number  who  were  using  the  book-wagon, 
"You  do  not  know  how  many  people  are 
reading  these  books.  Every  book  that 
my  pupils  take  home  is  read  by  all  the 
members  of  the  family  before  it  is  re- 
turned." 

LtffiVA  Montgomery, 
Librarian. 

Stimson  memorial  library, 
Anna,  Illinois. 


A  Tale  of  Woe 

I'd  like  to  steal  a  while  away  from 
technologic  cares,  and  spend  an  hour 
devising  traps  and  pits  and  gins  and 
snares,  to  catch  and  maim  and  mangle  the 
de-cerebrated  gink  who  scatters  furni- 
ture about  because  he  doesn't  think. 
When  caught,  a  bibliography  he'd  make 
on  Safety  First,  and  memorize  each  ref- 
erence the  while  his  shins  he  nursed.  A 
footstool  chained  to  ankle  he  should  drag 
upon  the  floor,  to  prevent  his  leaving  it 
about  forever,  evermore.  Will  I  please 
be  more  specific  as  the  charge  is  compre- 
hensive? No,  I  won't.  The  folks  who'd 
profit  might  consider  it  offensive.  But 
if  you  should  ever  use  a  pair  of  steps 
within  the  stack,  may  it  skin  your  fa- 
vorite shin  if  you  foi^t  to  put  it  back. — 
Frovi  Technology  division,  Cleveland 
public  library. 


Lo  1  of  hundreds  who  aspire. 
Eighties  perish — nineties  tire! 
They  who  bear  up,  in  spite  of  wrecks  and 

wracks. 
Were    seasoned    by    celestial    hail    of 
thwacks. 
Fortune  in  this  mortal  race 
Builds  on  thwackings  for  a  base, 
— George  Meredith. 
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The  A.  L.  A.  council  met  on  the 
morning  of  December  28,  with  Presi- 
dent Walter  L.  Brown  in  the  chair. 
Business  and  reports  were  deferred  and 
the  discussion  of  the  Insurance  valua- 
tion of  library  books  was  presented 
by  Samuel  H.  Ranck  of  Grand  Rapids. 
Mr  Ranck  did  not  agree  with  the  mem- 
bers that  insurance  is  not  a  business  of 
the  librarian,  it  is  the  business  of  the 
trustees.  He  thought  librarians  ought 
to  know  about  it.  Mr  Dudgeon,  con- 
tinuing the  discussion  said,  according 
to  the  rate  of  values  the  catalog  should 
probably  be  valued  at  the  cost  of  raw 
materials  plus  the  labor  that  goes  into 
it.  The  question  arises  as  to  whether 
the  cost  of  cataloging  adds  value  to  the 
book  that  is  cataloged.  Most  insurance 
companies  regard  catalogs  as  cardboard 
and  only  in  so  far  as  that,  is  it  possible 
to  get  insurance  on  them.  The  only 
safe  way  of  getting  insurance  on  a 
card  catalog  is  either  to  fix  it  as  a 
special  value  or  to  have  a  clause  to  the 
efifect  that  the  value  of  the  card  catalog 
should  be  the  cost  of  producing  that 
catalog.  There  ought  to  be  an  insur- 
ance form  made  out  in  a  systematic 
and  scientific  manner  covering  all  the 
forms  a  library  should  look  out  for  in 
placing  its  insurance,  leaving  it  optional 
for  the  library  to  make  any  modifica- 
tions that  might  be  suitable. 

With  the  growing  size  of  the  library, 
depreciation  of  its  books  should  grow 
less.  It  is  accepted  that  periodicals  in- 
crease in  value  with  time.  The  Cleve- 
land library  for  the  purpose  of  classi- 
fication has  used  five  heads  paying  at 
the  valuation  of  each,  juvenile  books 
being  placed  at  the  lowest,  the  refer- 
ence books  at  the  highest  with  all  the 
books  in  the  main  library.  Their  policy 
is  a  blanket  covering  the  whole  book 
collection  wherever  it  may  be  with 
separate  policies  on  the  catalog.  The 
collection  at  the  main  library  has  the 
lowest  rate  of  any  library  in  the  coun- 
try because  it  is  sprinklered.  The  li- 
brary carries  a  five  year  policy,  and 
one   quarter  of  the  total   cost  is  car- 


ried by  each  year's  appropriation.  The 
buildings  each  have  a  different  rating 
and  an  average  rate  covers  all  of  them. 

The  Public  library  of  New  York  City 
carries  its  own  insurance  and  does  not 
deal  with  any  insurance  company.  The 
circulation  collection  in  print  is  a  sim- 
ple problem  compared  with  putting  a 
valuation  of  insurance  on  a  collection 
that  is  the  result  of  years  of  growth 
and  development  along  certain  lines 
and  which  becomes,  in  time,  irreplac- 
able. 

Dr  Putman  reported  in  reply  to  a 
question,  that  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment does  not  insure. 

The  summing  up  of  the  discussion 
was  that  unless  the  loss  is  very  un- 
usual, when  the  library  is  insured  for  a 
certain  value  and  premiums  have  been 
paid  that  insurance  companies  as  a  mat- 
ter of  business  and  fair  dealing,  will 
settle  on  a  fair  basis.  The  discussion 
was  very  interesting  and  very  pro- 
longed. 

The  second  topic  was  "What  more 
can  the  A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board  do?" 
Mr  Legler  opened  it  by  reviewing  the 
work  of  the  Publishing  Board.  He 
spoke  most  appreciatively  of  the  work 
the  first  Publishing  Board  had  done. 
With  great  disinterestedness,  meeting 
objections  and  discouragements  with 
courage  to  do  under  difficulties,  they 
started  this  work  of  good.  The  roll  of 
honor  contains  the  names  of  J.  L. 
Whitney,  W.  1.  Fletcher.  W.  C.  Lane. 
Melvil  Dewey,  C.  A.  Cutter,  R.  R. 
Bowker,  Miss  L.  E.  Coe  and  C.  C. 
Soule.  The  work  began  with  $458  re- 
ceived from  membership  dues.  Mr 
Legler  reviewed  most  interestingly,  the 
books  that  had  been  issued.  (Mr  Utley, 
the  secretary,  has  placed  on  exhibition 
such  as  still  remain  in  print.)  Mr  Legler 
then  reviewed  those  that  still  remain  in 
print  and  the  current  publication  of 
the  board.  The  amount  and  value  of 
the  out-put  were  astonishing  to  all  who 
heard  him.  Mr  Legler  said  that  the 
Bureau  of  Education  reported  that  by 
2,315  libraries,  the  enormous  sum  of 
four  million  dollars  was  spent  in  buy- 
ing books.    He  spoke  in  the  most  force- 
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ful  terms  of  the  value  of  the  Booklist 
particularly  to  the  smaller  libraries 
having  no  means  or  opportunity  of  ob- 
taining book  valuations.  He  said,  fur- 
ther, that  the  Publishing  Board's  work 
is  a  large  insurance  policy  against  the 
commercial  concerns  which  may  issue 
publications  along  similar  lines.  So  far 
the  library  world  has  been  very  for- 
tunate that  those  commercial  concerns 
with  which  it  has  had  close  connection, 
had  not  only  business  capacity,  but  a 
conscience  as  well,  and  we  have  much  to 
be  grateful  for,  in  what  they  have  given 
us  in  the  tools  and  materials  which  we 
use  every  day.  It  is  to  be  expected 
that  they  are  entitled  to  a  legitimate 
profit  as  they  cannot  do  as  the  Pub- 
lication Board  does,  handle  material  at 
the  actual  cost. 

The  sales  of  the  Publishing  Board 
have  increased  from  $2,558  in  1897  to 
$12,554  in  1916.  During  that  time 
$134,330  has  been  paid  by  the  libraries 
lor  the  publications  which  the  Publish- 
ing Board  has  issued  from  time  to  time. 
A  conservative  estimate  would  show 
that  the  work  of  the  Publishing  Board 
has  saved  to  the  library  world  during 
that  period,  in  the  purchase  of  biblio- 
graphical material  alone,  at  least  50%, 
or  a  sum  equal  to  $60,000.  The  Pub- 
lishing Board  has  not  been  able  to  re- 
spond to  all  suggestions  because  it  has 
had  so  many.  Criticisms  have  also 
been  made  and  doubtless  many  of  them 
have  been  due.  Careful  and  impartial 
examination  and  weighing  would  seem 
to  show  that  most  of  those  buying  the 
Booklist  at  the  present  time,  are  satis- 
fied with  it.  What  more  can  the  Pub- 
lishing Board  do,  is  really  a  question 
to  which  the  answer  will  be  most  wel- 
come. 

Mr  Bowerman  said  he  had  two  sug- 
gestions to  make :  one  was  that  the 
Publishing  Board  should  issue  some- 
thing like  the  Library  Annual,  some- 
thing that  would  be  more  than  merely 
statistical.  The  Publisher's  Weekly  has 
attempted  something  of  the  kind  which 
takes  in  only  65  libraries,  but  Mr 
Eowker  has  found  that  the  money  in- 
vested has  not  been  repaid,  so  he 
thinks    he    cannot    continue    it.     The 


Bureau  of  Education  publishes  a  so 
called  five  yearly  list  but  the  facts  in 
it  are  two  years  old  when  they  are 
published.  Mr  Bowerman,  in  a  very 
full  presentation,  said  that  neither  the 
Board  of  Education  list  nor  the  A.  L.  A. 
list  met  the  need  which  seemed  to  be 
for  something  descriptive,  showing  the 
valuation  and  competency  of  libraries. 
He  further  suggested  that  the  A.  L.  A. 
should  get  up  a  sort  of  library  annual 
that  everybody  will  like  to  have  and 
put  it  up  before  the  commissioner  of 
education  to  say  if  he  would  take  it 
over  as  it  would  be  a  very  expensive 
thing.  He  thought  the  commissioner 
of  education  would  be  willing  to  do 
this.  He  also  asked  for  a  supplement 
to  the  A.  L.  A.  Booklist  by  which  all 
foreign  books,  German,  .Spanish,  Portu- 
guese, and  French  should  be  hsted  as 
soon  as  issued  for  the  libraries  that 
have  to  buy  foreign  literature. 

Miss  Rathbone  suggested  that  the 
library  Who's  Who  be  issued  showing 
the  actual  positions  held  by  librarians 
with  their  other  educational  experi- 
ences. Miss  Rathbone  said  that  such  a 
directory  would  be  very  useful  if  it 
would  give  definite  information  about 
librarians  at  work.  Mr  Bowerman 
thought  that  if  they  insisted  on  the 
date  of  birth  it  would  work  a  detriment. 

A  suggestion  was  made  that  the  Pub- 
lishing Board  ought  to  make  some  rela- 
tions with  the  publishing  houses  that 
would  guarantee  continuance  of  the 
work  under  any  consideration. 

Dr  Hill  suggested  that  the  Publish- 
ing Board  collect  photographs  of  the 
exterior  and  interior  plans  of  library 
buildings,  have  them  all  of  the  same 
size,  mounted  and  deposited  at  A.  L.  A. 
headquarters  for  use  for  public  libra- 
ries when  needed.  These  should  be  ar- 
ranged by  the  cost  of  the  building  as, 
usually,  that  is  the  difficulty  in  select- 
ing and  studying  plans.  This  brought 
up  considerable  discussion  and  the  mat- 
ter was  finally  referred  to  the  Publish- 
ing Board  with  the  request  for  them 
to  consider  it. 

On  Friday  morning,  the  meeting 
opened  with  a  discussion  relating  to  a 
circular  issued  by  the  H.  W.  Wilson 
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Midwinter  Meetings  in  Chicago 
A.  L.  A.  council 

The  A.  L.  A.  council  met  on  the 
morning  of  December  28,  with  Presi- 
dent Walter  L.  Brown  in  the  chair. 
Business  and  reports  were  deferred  and 
the  discussion  of  the  Insurance  valua- 
tion of  library  books  was  presented 
by  Samue!  H.  Ranck  of  Grand  Rapids. 
Mr  Ranck  did  not  agree  with  the  mem- 
bers that  insurance  is  not  a  business  of 
the  librarian,  it  is  the  business  of  the 
trustees.  He  thought  librarians  ought 
to  know  about  it.  Mr  Dudgeon,  con- 
tinuing the  discussion  said,  according 
to  the  rate  of  values  the  catalog  should 
probably  be  valued  at  the  cost  of  raw 
materials  plus  the  labor  that  goes  into 
it.  The  question  arises  as  to  whether 
the  cost  of  cataloging  adds  value  to  the 
book  that  is  cataloged.  Most  insurance 
companies  regard  catalogs  as  cardboard 
and  only  in  so  far  as  that,  is  it  possible 
to  get  insurance  on  them.  The  only 
safe  way  of  getting  insurance  on  a 
card  catalog  is  either  to  fix  it  as  a 
special  value  or  to  have  a  clause  to  the 
effect  that  the  value  of  the  card  catalog 
should  be  the  cost  of  producing  that 
catalog.  There  ought  to  be  an  insur- 
ance form  made  out  in  a  systematic 
and  scientific  manner  covering  all  the 
forms  a  library  should  look  out  for  in 
placing  its  insurance,  leaving  it  optional 
for  the  library  to  make  any  modifica- 
tions that  might  be  suitable. 

With  the  growing  size  of  the  library, 
depreciation  of  its  books  should  grow 
less.  It  is  accepted  that  periodicals  in- 
crease in  value  with  time.  The  Cleve- 
land library  for  the  purpose  of  classi- 
fication has  used  five  heads  paying  at 
the  valuation  of  each,  juvenile  books 
being  placed  at  the  lowest,  the  refer- 
ence books  at  the  highest  with  all  the 
books  in  the  main  library.  Their  policy 
is  a  blanket  covering  the  whole  book 
collection  wherever  it  may  be  with 
separate  policies  on  the  catalog.  The 
collection  at  the  main  library  has  the 
lowest  rate  of  any  library  in  the  coun- 
try because  it  is  sprinklered.  The  li- 
brary carries  a  five  year  policy,  and 
one   quarter  of  the   total   cost  is  car- 


ried by  each  year's  appropriation.  The 
buildings  each  have  a  different  rating 
and  an  average  rate  covers  all  of  them. 

The  Public  library  of  New  York  City 
carries  its  own  insurance  and  does  not 
deal  with  any  insurance  company.  The 
circulation  collection  in  print  is  a  sim- 
ple problem  compared  with  putting  a 
valuation  of  insurance  on  a  collection 
that  is  the  result  of  years  of  growth 
and  development  along  certain  lines 
and  which  becomes,  in  time,  irreplac- 
able. 

Dr  Putman  reported  in  reply  to  a 
question,  that  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment does  not  insure. 

The  summing  up  of  the  discussion 
was  that  unless  the  loss  is  very  un- 
usual, when  the  library  is  insured  for  a 
certain  value  and  premiums  have  been 
paid  that  insurance  companies  as  a  mat- 
ter of  business  and  fair  dealing,  will 
settle  on  a  fair  basis.  The  discussion 
was  very  interesting  and  very  pro- 
longed. 

The  second  topic  was  "What  more 
can  the  A,  L.  A.  Publishing  Board  do?" 
Mr  Legler  opened  it  by  reviewing  the 
work  of  the  Publishing  Board.  He 
spoke  most  appreciatively  of  the  work 
the  first  Publishing  Board  had  done. 
With  great  disinterestedness,  meeting 
objections  and  discouragements  with 
courage  to  do  under  difficulties,  they 
started  this  work  of  good.  The  roll  of 
honor  contains  the  names  of  J.  L. 
Whitney.  W.  I.  Fletcher,  W.  C.  Lane, 
Melvil  Dewey,  C.  A.  Cutter,  R.  R. 
Bowker,  Miss  L.  E.  Coe  and  C.  C. 
Soule.  The  work  began  with  $458  re- 
ceived from  membership  dues.  Mr 
Legler  reviewed  most  interestingly,  the 
books  that  had  been  issued.  (Mr  Utley, 
the  secretary,  has  placed  on  exhibition 
such  as  still  remain  in  print.)  Mr  Legler 
then  reviewed  those  that  still  remain  in 
print  and  the  current  publication  of 
the  board.  The  amount  and  value  of 
the  out-put  were  astonishing  to  all  who 
heard  him.  Mr  Legler  said  that  the 
Bureau  of  Education  reported  that  by 
2,315  libraries,  the  enormous  sum  of 
four  million  dollars  was  spent  in  buy- 
ing books.    He  spoke  in  the  most  force- 
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ful  terms  of  the  value  of  the  Booklist 
particularly  to  the  smaller  libraries 
having  no  means  or  opportunity  of  ob- 
taining book  valuations.  He  said,  fur- 
ther, that  the  Publishing  Board's  work 
is  a  large  insurance  policy  against  the 
commercial  concerns  which  may  issue 
publications  along  similar  lines.  So  far 
ihe  library  world  has  been  very  for- 
tunate that  those  commercial  concerns 
with  which  it  has  had  close  connection, 
had  not  only  business  capacity,  but  a 
conscience  as  well,  and  we  have  much  to 
be  grateful  for,  in  what  they  have  given 
us  in  the  tools  and  materials  which  we 
use  every  day.  It  is  to  be  expected 
that  they  are  entitled  to  a  legitimate 
profit  as  they  cannot  do  as  the  Pub- 
lication Board  does,  handle  material  at 
the  actual  cost. 

The  sales  of  the  Publishing  Board 
have  increased  from  $2,558  in  1897  to 
$12,554  in  1916.  During  that  time 
$134,330  has  been  paid  by  the  libraries 
for  the  publications  which  the  Publish- 
ing Board  has  issued  from  time  to  time. 
.\  conservative  estimate  would  show 
that  the  work  of  the  Publishing  Board 
has  saved  to  the  library  world  during 
that  period,  in  the  purchase  of  biblio- 
graphical material  alone,  at  least  50%, 
or  a  sum  equal  to  $60,000.  The  Pub- 
lishing Board  has  not  been  able  to  re- 
spond to  all  suggestions  because  it  has 
had  so  many.  Criticisms  have  also 
been  made  and  doubtless  many  of  them 
have  been  due.  Careful  and  impartial 
examination  and  weighing  would  seem 
to  show  that  most  of  those  buying  the 
Booklist  at  the  present  time,  are  satis- 
fied with  it.  What  more  can  the  Pub- 
lishing Board  do,  is  really  a  question 
to  which  the  answer  will  be  most  wel- 
come. 

Mr  Bowerman  said  he  had  two  sug- 
gestions to  make :  one  was  that  the 
Publishing  Board  should  issue  some- 
thing like  the  Library  Annuai,  some- 
thing that  would  be  more  than  merely 
statistical.  The  Publisher's  Weekly  has 
attempted  something  of  the  kind  which 
takes  in  only  65  libraries,  but  Mr 
Eowker  has  found  that  the  money  in- 
vested has  not  been  repaid,  so  he 
thinks    he    cannot    continue    it.     The 
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Bureau  of  Education  publishes  a  so 
called  five  yearly  list  but  the  facts  in 
it  are  two  years  old  when  they  are 
published.  Mr  Bowerman,  in  a  very 
full  presentation,  said  that  neither  the 
Board  of  Education  list  nor  the  A.  L.  A. 
list  met  the  need  which  seemed  to  be 
for  something  descriptive,  showing  the 
valuation  and  competency  of  libraries. 
He  further  suggested  that  the  A,  L,  A. 
should  get  up  a  sort  of  library  annual 
that  everybody  will  like  to  have  and 
put  it  up  before  the  commissioner  of 
education  to  say  if  he  would  take  it 
over  as  it  would  be  a  very  expensive 
thing.  He  thought  the  commissioner 
of  education  would  be  willing  to  do 
this.  He  also  asked  for  a  supplement 
to  the  A.  L.  A.  Booklist  by  which  all 
foreign  books,  German,  Spanish,  Portu- 
guese, and  French  should  be  listed  as 
soon  as  issued  for  the  libraries  that 
have  to  buy  foreign  literature. 

Miss  Rathbone  suggested  that  the 
library  Who's  Who  be  issued  showing 
the  actual  positions  held  by  librarians 
with  their  other  educational  experi- 
ences. Miss  Rathbone  said  that  such  a 
directory  would  be  very  useful  if  it 
would  give  definite  information  about 
librarians  at  work.  Mr  Bowerman 
thought  that  if  they  insisted  on  the 
date  of  birth  it  would  work  a  detriment. 

A  suggestion  was  made  that  the  Pub- 
lishing Board  ought  to  make  some  rela- 
tions with  the  publishing  houses  that 
would  guarantee  continuance  of  the 
work  under  any  consideration. 

Dr  Hill  suggested  that  the  Publish- 
ing Board  collect  photographs  of  the 
exterior  and  interior  plans  of  library 
buildings,  have  them  all  of  the  same 
size,  mounted  and  deposited  at  A.  L.  A. 
headquarters  for  use  for  public  libra- 
ries when  needed.  These  should  be  ar- 
ranged by  the  cost  of  the  building  as, 
usually,  that  is  the  difficulty  in  select- 
ing and  studying  plans.  This  brought 
up  considerable  discussion  and  the  mat- 
ter was  finally  referred  to  the  Publish- 
ing Board  with  the  request  for  them 
to  consider  it. 

On  Friday  morning,  the  meeting 
opened  with  a  discussion  relating  to  a 
circular  issued  by  the  H.  W,  Wilson 
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Midwinter  Meetings  in  Chicago 
A.  L.  A.  council 

The  A.  L,  A.  council  met  on  the 
morning  of  December  28,  with  Presi- 
dent Walter  L,  Brown  in  the  chair. 
Business  and  reports  were  deferred  and 
the  discussion  of  the  Insurance  valua- 
tion of  library  books  was  presented 
by  Samuel  H.  Ranck  of  Grand  Rapids. 
Mr  Ranck  did  not  agree  with  the  mem- 
bers that  insurance  is  not  a  business  of 
the  librarian,  it  is  the  business  of  the 
trustees.  He  thought  librarians  ought 
to  know  about  it.  Mr  Dudgeon,  con- 
tinuing the  discussion  said,  according 
to  the  rate  of  values  the  catalog  should 
probably  be  valued  at  the  cost  of  raw 
materials  plus  the  labor  that  goes  into 
it.  The  question  arises  as  to  whether 
the  cost  of  cataloging  adds  value  to  the 
book  that  is  cataloged.  Most  insurance 
companies  regard  catalogs  as  cardboard 
and  only  in  so  far  as  that,  is  it  possible 
to  get  insurance  on  them.  The  only 
safe  way  of  getting  insurance  on  a 
card  catalog  is  either  to  fix  it  as  a 
special  value  or  to  have  a  clause  to  the 
effect  that  the  value  of  the  card  catalog 
should  be  the  cost  of  producing  that 
catalog.  There  ought  to  be  an  insur- 
ance form  made  out  in  a  systematic 
and  scientific  manner  covering  all  the 
forms  a  library  should  look  out  for  in 
placing  its  insurance,  leaving  it  optional 
for  the  library  to  make  any  modifica- 
tions that  might  be  suitable. 

With  the  growing  size  of  the  library, 
depreciation  of  its  books  should  grow 
less.  It  is  accepted  that  periodicals  in- 
crease in  value  with  time.  The  Cleve- 
land library  for  the  purpose  of  classi- 
fication has  used  five  heads  paying  at 
the  valuation  of  each,  juvenile  books 
being  placed  at  the  lowest,  the  refer- 
ence books  at  the  highest  with  all  the 
books  in  the  main  library.  Their  policy 
is  a  blanket  covering  the  whole  book 
collection  wherever  it  may  be  with 
separate  policies  on  the  catalog.  The 
collection  at  the  main  library  has  the 
lowest  rate  of  any  library  in  the  coun- 
try because  it  is  sprinklered.  The  li- 
brary carries  a  five  year  policy,  and 
one  quarter  of  the  total   cost  is  car- 


ried by  each  year's  appropriation.  The 
buildings  each  have  a  different  rating 
and  an  average  rate  co%'ers  all  of  them. 

The  Public  library  of  New  York  City 
carries  its  own  insurance  and  does  not 
deal  with  any  insurance  company.  The 
circulation  collection  in  print  is  a  sim- 
ple problem  compared  with  putting  a 
valuation  of  insurance  on  a  collection 
that  is  the  result  of  years  of  growth 
and  development  along  certain  lines 
and  which  becomes,  in  time,  irrcplac- 
able. 

Dr  Putman  reported  in  reply  to  a 
question,  that  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment does  not  insure. 

The  summing  up  of  the  discussion 
was  that  unless  the  loss  is  very  un- 
usual, when  the  library  is  insured  for  a 
certain  value  and  premiums  have  been 
paid  that  insurance  companies  as  a  mat- 
ter of  business  and  fair  dealing,  will 
settle  on  a  fair  basis.  The  discussion 
was  very  interesting  and  very  pro- 
longed. 

The  second  topic  was  "What  more 
can  the  A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board  do?" 
Mr  Legler  opened  it  by  reviewing  the 
work  of  the  Publishing  Board.  He 
spoke  most  appreciatively  of  the  work 
the  first  Publishing  Board  had  done. 
With  great  disinterestedness,  meeting 
objections  and  discouragements  with 
courage  to  do  under  difficulties,  they 
started  this  work  of  good.  The  roll  of 
honor  contains  the  names  of  J.  L. 
Whitney,  W.  I.  Fletcher,  W.  C.  Une, 
Melvil  Dewey,  C.  A.  Cutter,  R.  R. 
Bowker,  Miss  L.  E.  Coe  and  C.  C. 
Soule.  The  work  began  with  $458  re- 
ceived from  membership  dues.  Mr 
Legler  reviewed  most  interestingly,  the 
books  that  had  been  issued.  (Mr  Utley. 
the  secretary,  has  placed  on  exhibition 
such  as  still  remain  in  print.)  Mr  Legler 
then  reviewed  those  that  still  remain  in 
print  and  the  current  publication  of 
the  board.  The  amount  and  value  of 
the  out-put  were  astonishing  to  all  who 
heard  him.  Mr  Legler  said  that  the 
Bureau  of  Education  reported  that  by 
2,315  libraries,  the  enormous  sum  of 
four  million  dollars  was  spent  in  buy- 
ing books.    He  spoke  in  the  most  force- 
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ful  terms  of  the  value  of  the  Booklist 
particularly  to  the  smaller  libraries 
having  no  means  or  opportunity  of  ob- 
taining book  valuations.  He  said,  fur- 
ther, that  the  Publishing  Board's  work 
is  a  large  insurance  policy  against  the 
commercial  concerns  which  may  issue 
publications  along  similar  lines.  So  far 
the  library  world  has  been  very  for- 
tunate that  those  commercial  concerns 
with  which  it  has  had  close  connection, 
had  not  only  business  capacity,  but  a 
conscience  as  well,  and  we  have  much  to 
be  grateful  for,  in  what  they  have  given 
us  in  the  tools  and  materials  which  we 
use  every  day.  It  is  to  be  expected 
that  they  are  entitled  to  a  legitimate 
profit  as  they  cannot  do  as  the  Pub- 
lication Board  does,  handle  material  at 
the  actual  cost. 

The  sales  of  the  Publishing  Board 
have  increased  from  $2,558  in  1897  to 
512,554  in  1916.  During  that  time 
$134,330  has  been  paid  by  the  libraries 
for  the  publications  which  the  Publish- 
ing Board  has  issued  from  time  to  time. 
A  conservative  estimate  would  show 
that  the  work  of  the  Publishing  Board 
has  saved  to  the  library  world  during 
that  period,  in  the  purchase  of  biblio- 
graphical material  alone,  at  least  50%, 
or  a  sum  equal  to  $60,000.  The  Pub- 
lishing Board  has  not  been  able  to  re- 
spond to  all  suggestions  because  it  has 
had  so  many.  Criticisms  have  also 
been  made  and  doubtless  many  of  them 
have  been  due.  Careful  and  impartial 
examination  and  weighing  would  seem 
to  show  that  most  of  those  buying  the 
Booklist  at  the  present  time,  are  satis- 
fied with  it.  What  more  can  the  Pub- 
lishing Board  do,  is  really  a  question 
to  which  the  answer  will  be  most  wel- 
come. 

Mr  Bowerman  said  he  had  two  sug- 
gestions to  make :  one  was  that  the 
Publishing  Board  should  issue  some- 
thing like  the  Library  Annual,  some- 
thing that  would  be  more  than  merely 
statistical.  The  Publisher's  Weekly  has 
attempted  something  of  the  kind  which 
takes  in  only  65  libraries,  but  Mr 
Bowker  has  found  that  the  money  in- 
\'e5ted  has  not  been  repaid,  so  he 
thinks    he    cannot    continue    it.     The 


Bureau  of  Education  publishes  a  so 
called  five  yearly  list  but  the  facts  in 
it  are  two  years  old  when  they  are 
published.  Mr  Bowerman,  in  a  very 
full-  presentation,  said  that  neither  the 
Board  of  Education  list  nor  the  A.  L.  A. 
list  met  the  need  which  seemed  to  be 
for  something  descriptive,  showing  the 
valuation  and  competency  of  libraries. 
He  further  suggested  that  the  A.  L.  A. 
should  get  up  a  sort  of  library  annual 
that  everybody  will  like  to  have  and 
put  it  up  before  the  commissioner  of 
education  to  say  if  he  would  take  it 
over  as  it  would  be  a  very  expensive 
thing.  He  thought  the  commissioner 
of  education  would  be  willing  to  do 
this.  He  also  asked  for  a  supplement 
to  the  A.  L.  A.  Booklist  by  which  all 
foreign  books,  German,  Spanish,  Portu- 
guese, and  French  should  be  listed  as 
soon  as  issued  for  the  libraries  that 
have  to  buy  foreign  literature. 

Miss  Rathbone  suggested  that  the 
library  Who's  Who  be  issued  showing 
the  actual  positions  held  by  librarians 
with  their  other  educational  experi- 
ences. Miss  Rathbone  said  that  such  a 
directory  would  be  very  useful  if  it 
would  give  definite  information  about 
librarians  at  work,  Mr  Bowerman 
thought  that  if  they  insisted  on  the 
date  of  birth  it  would  work  a  detriment. 

A  suggestion  was  made  that  the  Pub- 
lishing Board  ought  to  make  some  rela- 
tions with  the  publishing  houses  that 
would  guarantee  continuance  of  the 
work  under  any  consideration. 

Dr  Hill  suggested  that  the  Publish- 
ing Board  collect  photographs  of  the 
exterior  and  interior  plans  of  library 
buildings,  have  them  all  of  the  same 
size,  mounted  and  deposited  at  A,  L.  A. 
headquarters  for  use  for  public  libra- 
ries when  needed.  These  should  be  ar- 
ranged by  the  cost  of  the  building  as, 
usually,  that  is  the  difficulty  in  select- 
ing and  studying  plans.  This  brought 
up  considerable  discussion  and  the  mat- 
ter was  finally  referred  to  the  Publish- 
ing Board  with  the  request  for  them 
to  consider  it. 

On  Friday  morning,  the  meeting 
opened  with  a  discussion  relating  to  a 
circular  issued  by  the  H.  W.  Wilson 
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Company  dealing  with  the  plan  of  as- 
sessment for  the  use  of  bibliographical 
material  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of 
magazines  subscribed  for.  Mr  Legler 
thought  the  matter  ought  to  be  dis- 
cussed impartially  as  it  involved  a  new 
principle  in  the  charges  which  are 
made  for  bibliographical  material  used 
in  libraries.  Mr  Wilson's  contention  is 
that  he  is  furnishing  not  only  the  paper 
and  the  printed  words  but  he  is  furnish- 
ing the  biblographical  service,  and  it  is 
from  this  basis  that  he  is  charging  one 
library  one  amount  and  another  a  differ- 
ent sum.  This  is  illustrated  in  the  case 
of  New  Haven  public  library  where  the 
library  is  charged  about  $22  and  the 
Yale  University  which  is  charged  $76. 

Mr  Wilson,  by  invitation  of  the  presi- 
dent, explained  the  plan.  The  Wilson 
Company  was  a  public  service  corpora- 
tion and  being  such  they  trusted  to 
take  the  public  into  their  confidence 
as  to  their  business  affairs.  The  prob- 
lem that  confronts  the  bibliographical 
publisher  is  a  matter  of  financial  sup- 
port. Bibliographical  publishing  has 
always  been  a  hazardous  business  and 
most  firms  that  go  into  it  fail.  It  is 
seldom  carried  out  on  a  commercial 
basis.  We  are  only  interested  in  de- 
vising a  basis  which  may  be  more  sat- 
isfactory than  the  one  we  have.  We 
court  investigation  and  ask  for  any  advice 
that  will  help  us  make  any  improve- 
ments. 

A  question  has  been  raised  on  the 
part  of  the  larger  libraries  whether 
smaller  libraries  do  not  benefit  by  the 
indexing  of  material  which  it  does  not 
possess  in  the  library.  Mr  Wilson  then 
explained  the  basis  of  his  charge  giv- 
ing a  full,  interesting  detail.  He  an- 
swered quite  fully  and  frankly  the  ques- 
tions which  were  asked  as  to  how  it 
affected  the  prices  offered  to  various 
libraries.  The  discussion,  at  times, 
grew  quite  heated.  Mr  Brett  called  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  it  was  not  a 
question  of  buying  a  book  of  so  many 
pages,  it  was  a  question  of  securing 
trained  bibliographical  service  and  that 
any  library  that  would  have  an  index 
for  its  own   use  would  have   to  pay. 


at  least  twice  as  much,  for  the  service 
which  the  Reader's  Guide  gives.  There 
has  been  over  $1,000  worth  of  work 
put  into  the  index  and  no  library  could 
afford  to  do  it. 

Mr  Bowker,  speaking  out  of  his  ex- 
perience with  the  American  Calaiog 
and  other  publications  had  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  most  bibliograph- 
ical people  have  either  been  subsidized 
or  have  operated  at  a  loss. 

Dr  Andrews  thought  that  in  the  in- 
terest of  charging  a  larger  price  to  the 
larger  libraries,  the  Wilson  Company 
ought  to  call  for  subscriptions  and 
specifiy  the  amount  that  would  be 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  work. 

Mr  Lydinberg  referred  to  the  plan 
that  is  working  in  Boston,  where  libra- 
ries subscribe  to  the  indexes  for  peri- 
odicals in  their  vicinity  according  to  the 
number  of  copie*  they  get. 

Mr  Wilson  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  libraries  that  had  paid  an 
initial  share  to  the  cost  of  production 
could  get  as  many  volumes  as  they 
wanted  at  the  minimum  price. 

The  whole  discussion  was  extremely 
interesting  and  so  were  the  many 
things  which  were  said  individually  by 
the  speakers. 

President  Brown  asked  for  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  as  to  the  prefer- 
ence of  those  present,  between  Cincin- 
nati and  Louisville  for  the  A.  L.  A. 
meeting  in  1917.  The  vote  resulted  in 
Louisville's  favor. 

Miss  Doren  was  then  called  upon  to 
report  on  the  investigation  which  had 
been  made  in  Ohio  on  the  Standardiza- 
tion of  library  service.  Miss  Doren 
was  received  with  hearty  and  pro- 
longed applause  at  her  reappearance  as 
a  speaker  before  the  A.  L.  A.,  the  first 
time  for  a  number  of  years. 

Miss  Doren  said  the  chief  trouble 
with  the  investigation  was  that  it 
bristled  with  questions  that  nobody 
could  answer  and  yet  every  one  feels 
that  there  must  be  an  answer  to  them. 
She  then  reported  the  various  steps 
taken  in  their  investigation.  The  first 
necessity  she  found  to  be  a  definition 
of  the  things  that  they  were  to  find. 
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The  answer  to  the  questJonaires 
showed  nothing  conclusive  in  the  mat- 
ters of  the  requirement  of  entrance  into 
the  work  they  were  doing.  The  ques- 
tion of  standardization  resolved  itself 
into  a  question  of  certification  of  libra- 
rians of  certain  recognized  standards, 
below  which,  good,  exceHence  or  fair 
must  not  fall.  It  became  a  question 
as  to  an  agreement  to  be  used  as  a 
basis.  The  question  of  a  minimum  for 
entrance  is  not  easily  settled.  A  per- 
son may  be  serving  in  one  branch  and 
may  not  be  competent  to  serve  in  any 
other  branch  without  further  prepara- 
tion or  experience  or  both,  and  what  is 
necessary  for  one  town  may  not  be 
applicable  to  another. 

A  very  interesting  discussion  fol- 
lowed, in  which  the  necessity  for  some 
sort  of  a  basis  was  established,  as  was 
also  the  unsuitability  of  the  civil  serv- 
ice examinations  for  providing  library 
certificates.  A  member  expressed  the 
idea  that  libraries  had  better  let  well 
alone,  that  the  standards  of  the  individ- 
ual library  seemed  to  set  the  individual 
need  and  until  the  subject  became  bet- 
ter understood,  there  was  danger  of 
taking  something  which  would  not  be 
so  easily  got  rid  of,  once  it  was  es- 
tablished. The  point  was  also  brought 
out  that  state  certification  of  librarians 
throughout  the  state,  without  state  aid 
to  libraries  was  impractical. 

A  motion  was  carried  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  investigate  and 
report  to  the  Association  as  well  as  to 
the  council  at  a  future  meeting. 

Mr  Bowker  presented  the  scheme  of 
Mr  Lee,  to  form  a  bureau  of  informa- 
tion. After  a  short  discussion  it  was 
voted  that  a  committee  of  five  take 
into  consideration  a  further  report  upon 
the  question  of  sponsorship  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Special  library  associa- 
tion. 

Mr  Brfett  called  attention  to  the  ex- 
hibits of  plans  for  new  library  build- 
ings which  were  at  the  back  of  the 
room. 

Mr  Bowerman  spoke  on  the  work  of 
the  committee  on  Library  administra- 
tion for  the  year.     He  also  reported 


with  regard  to  the  interest  in  labor  sav- 
ing devices  in  one  library.  Only  Dr. 
Johnson  of  St,  Paul,  had  written  to  ex- 
press interest  in  the  subject  to  Mr 
Ranck  on  whose  suggestion  the  com- 
mittee was  appointed  and  investigated 
last  year. 

A.  L.  A.  executive  board 

The  Executive  Board  held  two  meet- 
ings and  matters  of  varying  interest 
were  discussed.  The  report  of  the 
treasurer  showed  receipts  for  the  year, 
$20,292;  expenditures,  $11,038;  balance 
in  hand  $4,504.  The  Whitney  fund 
now  amounts  to  $281.  The  budget  for 
the  year  provided  as  follows ;  estimated 
income,  $24,480;  expenditures,  $12,700. 

Louisville  was  selected  as  the  meet- 
ing place  for  the  A.  L.  A.  in  1917,  the 
time  being  June  21-27, 

The  nominating  committee  appointed 
is  as  follows:  H.  C.  Wellman,  Spring- 
field, Massachusetts;  G.  A.  Country- 
man, Minneapolis;  Fannie  C.  Rawson, 
Frankfort,  Kentucky;  Charles  H. 
Brown,  Brooklyn;  and  Everett  R. 
Perry,  Los  Angeles, 

After  considerable  discussion,  a  pro- 
posal to  appoint  a  committee,  either 
special  or  standing,  for  library  work 
with  foreigners  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  cost  and  method 
of  cataloging  was  discharged,  its  work 
being  finished. 

W.  H.  Kerr  submitted  a  long  report 
on  publicity  which  will  be  given  at 
length  in  the  Proceedings. 

The  report  recommended  that  a  pub- 
licity survey  be  made,  that  cooperative 
printing  be  done,  that  a  permanent  pub- 
licity officer  be  employed  whose  salary 
should  be  paid  by  subscriptions  from 
libraries,  library  commissions,  state  as- 
sociations and  the  A.  L.  A.,  that  pub- 
licity material  be  sold  to  libraries  at 
actual  cost  and  that  the  A.  L.  A,  head- 
quarters provide  space  and  clerical 
service  for  the  publicity  expert. 

In  agreement  with  the  desire  of  the 
Council,  the  Board  voted  that  the  presi- 
dent be  authorized  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  three  to  consider  the  peri- 
odical subscriptions  and  prices  charged 
by  the  H.  W.  Wilson  Company. 
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It  was  voted  that  a  special  committee 
be  appointed  on  catalog  rules  and 
methods. 

The  secretary,  as  editor  of  the  Con- 
ference proceedings,  was  authorized  to 
publish  summaries  instead  of  full  pa- 
pers in  as  far  as  he  deems  it  feasible. 
League  of  library  cammissions 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  League  of 
library  commissions  was  held  in  Chi- 
cago, December  28-29.  The  meeting 
was  called  to  order  on  Thursday  after- 
noon, by  Miss  Fanny  Rawson  of  Ken- 
tucky, president.  The  program  opened 
by  Miss  Clara  F,  Baldwin  of  Minne- 
sota, who  discussed  Summer  library 
schools.  She  founded  her  remarks  on 
the  methods  and  conduct  of  the  schools 
from  the  library  commissions'  stand- 
point and  emphasized  the  distinct  field 
for  the  summer  school  and  the  impor- 
tance of  restricting  the  attendance  to 
people  already  in  the  work  and  holding 
paid  positions.  There  are,  at  present, 
only  seven  summer  schools  entirely 
under  the  direction  of  Library  commis- 
sions. Simmons  college  and  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  offer  summer  library 
courses  and  seven  other  universities  as 
well.  Chautauqua  and  Riverside  are 
independent  of  any  state  supervision. 
Miss  Baldwin  then  reviewed  the  work 
offered  by  the  schools  and  the  time  re- 
quired to  accomplish  it.  She  thought 
that  the  recommendation  of  one  hour 
per  day  for  book  selection  including 
bibliography  was  too  high  even  when 
children's  work  was  included.  Reports 
indicated  an  increase  in  the  amount  of 
work  done  and  the  danger  seems  to 
He  in  over-crowding  rather  than  other- 
wise. There  is  also  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  students  attending.  Four 
commi.ssion  schools  are  limiting  the  at- 
tendance to  those  living  in  their  own 
states.  The- A.  L.  A.  standard  of  one 
instructor  to  every  15  students  is  being 
followed  by  every  school  reporting. 

Miss  Baldwin  said  there  seemed  to 
be  a  danger  in  offering  any  kind  of 
certificate  for  work  done  in  the  sum- 
mer school,  for  i.iefficient  persons  will 
use  it  to  impose  upon  library  trustees 
and   the   public   who   are   ignorant   of 


what  library  training  implies.  In  con- 
clusion, Miss  Baldwin  said  that  sum- 
mer courses  should  either  be  under 
commission  direction  or  closely  affili- 
ated with  them. 

The  discussion  centered  around  two 
points :  the  division  of  the  courses  into 
two  parts  as  practised  at  Simmons,  and 
the  question  of  admitting  students  who 
do  not  hold  actual  library  positions  as 
is  done  by  one  university.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  no  less  training  was 
received  because  the  work  in  particular 
courses  was  concentrated  and  there 
was  the  added  advantage  that  some 
persons  who  could  not  come  for  the  six 
weeks  could  come  for  three  in  order  to 
take  training  in  those  subjects  in  which 
they  particularly  needed  it. 

University  librarians  present  main- 
tained that  the  library  courses  had  to 
be  offered  upon  the  same  conditions  as 
other  university  courses.  The  consen- 
sus of  opinion  seemed  to  be  that  the 
summer  school  ought  to  be  restricted 
to  persons  holding  positions  as  its  pur- 
pose is  not  to  teach  those  who  wish 
to  enter  the  profession,  but  to  give  as- 
sistance to  those  who  are  already  doing 
the  work. 

P.  L.  Windsor  of  the  University  of 
Illinois,  outlined  the  problem  for  the 
certification  of  librarians.  He  pointed 
out  the  difference  between  civil  service 
and  certification.  The  former  provides 
both  for  fitness  at  the  time  of  appoint- 
ment and  protection  afterwards.  Civil 
service  is  local,  certification  would  be 
state  wide.  Library  boards  with  high 
standards  would  be  upheld  and  those 
with  low  standards  would  be  blocked. 
The  certification  system  is  aimed  at  the 
library  below  standard.  Certification 
will  certainly  increase  the  influence  of 
the  state  commission  over  the  librar- 
ians of  the  state  and  will  serve  this 
purpose  better  than  state  aid.  Civil 
service  law  experiences,  in,  both  "town 
and  country,  have  proved  that  the  civil 
service  in  the  library  is  unsuccessful. 

After  this  discussion,  it  was  finally 
voted  that  the  Council  of  the  A._L.  A. 
be  asked  to  consider  the  matter  of  cer- 
tification of  librarians.  Considering  the 
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classification  of  libraries  as  to  standard- 
ization ;  who  shall  be  required  to  hold 
a  library  certificate ;  shall  certificates  be 
granted  for  technical  or  general  educa- 
tion, and  what  is  the  definition  of  an 
assistant  librarian. 

"Aims  and  under-lying  principles  of 
commission  work"  by  Henry  N,  San- 
born of  Indiana,  was  radical  in  some 
of  its  statements.  He  said  that  the 
traveling  library  idea,  which  at  the  very 
first,  had  no  place  among  library  com- 
mission aims,  has  grown  until  it  is 
the  chief  work  of  about  a  third  of  the 
existing  commissions.  He  thought 
that  the  commission  that  makes  its 
traveling  library  department  its  chief 
care  is  not  doing  the  best  thing  for 
the  library  interests  of  the  state.  The 
modern  conception  of  a  state  library 
is  a  library  to  serve  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  state.  It  is  useless  expenditure 
in  the  same  state  for  various  state  units 
to  attempt  to  do  the  same  work,  as  for 
a  commission  to  employ  reference  libra- 
rians to  build  up  open  shelf  reference 
collections.  The  same  thing  is  true  in 
regard  to  the  work  with  study  clubs. 
The  specialist  connected  with  the  uni- 
versity of  the  state  should  be  better 
able  to  make  study  outlines  than  the 
reference  librarian  of  the  traveling  li- 
brary department.  Where  library  com- 
missions are  independent  of  Other  state 
supported  institutions,  they  should  not 
try  to  do  the  work  which  other  in- 
stitutions can  do  better  or  as  well,  but 
should  use  the  traveling  libraries  to  fur- 
nish general  reading,  to  supply  books 
to  study  clubs  in  cooperation  with  other 
institutions,  to  furnish  general  reading 
to  rural  schools,  and  to  lend  books  to 
small  public  libraries  as  a  help  to  meet 
the  demand  upon  them.  Traveling  li- 
braries are  a  temporary  substitute  for 
public  libraries,  in  time  they  should  be- 
come unnecessary. 

The  importance  of  field  work  cannot 
be  exaggerated.  Public  library  effi- 
ciency and  public  library  support  seem 
to  bear  a  very  direct  ratio  to  the  amount 
of  attention  the  libraries  receive  from 
the  state  body  which  is  supposed  to 
look  after  their  interests  and  standards. 


There  is  very  much  more  to  be  done 
than  the  ordinary  commission  has  time 
or  means  to  undertake  and  a  commis- 
sion should  undertake  nothing  that 
anyone  else  can  do  better.  Too  many 
commissions  model  their  work  on  that 
of  others  instead  of  adapting  it  to  their 
own  peculiar  conditions. 

The  discussion  was  spirited.  It  was 
stated  that  there  would  always  be  cer- 
tain sections  of  the  state  that  would 
need  traveling  libraries;  traveling  li- 
braries are  necessary  to  the  beginning 
of  commission  work;  a  system  of  coun- 
ty traveling  libraries  would  be  superior 
to  a  state  traveling  library. 

Mr  Locke,  Canada,  said  that  the 
farmers  were  not  getting  any  particular 
benefit  from  the  traveling  libraries  be- 
cause they  felt  that  they  were  getting 
something  for  nothing.  He  thought 
localities  should  establish  their  own 
library  rather  than  depend  on  a  travel- 
ing library. 

On  Friday  Mary  E.  Downey  read  a 
paper  on  State  library  extension  in 
which  she  reviewed  the  ways  in  which 
state  commissions  can  help.  She  rec- 
ommended a  committee  to  standardize 
the  commission's  work  and  the  making 
of  a  classification  and  standardization 
of  libraries  according  to  size  and  serv- 
ice. Miss  Downey  pointed  out  that 
small  libraries  will  always  have  a 
larger  circulation,  per  capita,  than  li- 
braries in  larger  towns  because  they 
mean  more  to  the  former.  Miss  Robin- 
son of  Iowa,  though  that  this  was  so 
because  the  percentage  of  fiction  read 
in  smaller  towns  is  greater  while  the 
people  in  the  larger  towns  buy  largely 
their  own  fiction  books.  She  also  said 
that  this  was  not  criterion  by  which 
to  judge  of  the  work  of  a  library  which 
does  an  overwhelming  amount  of 
reference  work. 

Miss  Ahern  said  that  she  was  never 
in  favor  of  judging  the  usefulness  of  a 
library  by  its  circulation.  A  more  just 
criterion  would  be  the  appreciation  of 
the  inhabitants  who  were  users  of  the 
library.  The  percentage  of  the  popu- 
lation using  the  library  was  a  fairer 
test.    The  large  amount  of  fiction  read 
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in  small  towns  does  account  for  the 
increase  in  circulation. 

The  committee  on  "Aids  to  new 
commissions"  have  in  hand  the  material 
for  a  handbook  on  the  subject  and  Mr 
Watson  reported  for  the  committee  that 
they  work  in  the  dark  because  they 
do  not  know  local  conditions. 

The  committee  on  publications  has  a 
hst  on  work  of  prison  libraries  the  first 
part  of  which  has  already  been  issued 
and  the  other  ready  for  the  press.  He 
suggested  that  the  Publication  commit- 
tee act  as  a  clearing  house  for  all  com- 
missions and  other  publications  of  im- 
portance. It  was  suggested  that  this 
committee  try  to  secure  information 
ahead  of  publication  so  as  to  avoid  du- 
plication by  any  publishing  agency. 

The  following  officers  were  elected: 
President,  Mrs  Elizabeth  C.  Earl,  first 
vice-president,  Mrs  Minnie  C.  Bud- 
long,  second  vice-president,  Miss  Re- 
becca W.  Wright,  Miss  Minnie  W. 
Leatherman,  member  of  the  Executive 
committee.  The  secretary  holds  office 
for  another  year. 


Chicago   Meeting  of  University 
Librarians 

The  annual  round  table  of  the  univer- 
sity librarians  of  the  Middle- west  was 
held  at  Hotel  La  Salle  on  Saturday,  De- 
cember 30,  1916. 

Mr  Drury  of  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois opened  the  program  with  a  talk  on 
Library  codes  or  staff  manuals.  He  de- 
scribed various  manuals  in  use,  their 
arrangement,  form,  style,  advantages, 
etc.,  and  emphasized  the  importance  of 
recording  decisions,  library  practices  and 
department  routines.  He  also  called  at- 
tention to  a  lack  of  a  uniform  nomen- 
clature for  university  library  work.  The 
motion  was  passed  that  Mr  Drury  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  with  the  Eastern 
college  librarians  with  a  view  to  the 
joint  preparation  of  a  code  to  secure 
uniform  nomenclature  and  of  a  state- 
ment of  various  routines,  practices,  etc., 
as  a  basis  for  comparison  and  study. 

The  subject  of  the  Importation  of 
books  and  periodicals  from  the  central 
powers  of  Europe  was  opened  by  Mr 


Bishop  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
and  continued  by  Dr  Andrews  of  the 
John  Crerar  library.  Dr  Andrews,  who 
IS  a  member  of  the  A,  L.  A.  committee 
on  this  subject,  told  of  the  conferences 
between  the  committee,  the  Librarian  of 
Congress  and  the  British  Embassy,  which 
it  is  hoped  will  result  in  making  the  im- 
portation of  books  more  satisfactory  and 
successful.  In  particular,  it  is  the  aim 
to  secure  a  modification  of  the  present 
rule  by  which  all  permits  lapse  in  60 
days  and  to  enable  libraries  to  receive 
periodicals  regularly.  A  representative 
of  the  Library  of  Congress  (Dr  Koch) 
is  to  go  to  Rotterdam  to  facilitate  the 
process  of  importation  for  American 
libraries. 

At  the  afternoon  session  Mr  H.  W. 
Wilson  explained  a  tentative  plan  for 
issuing  union  serial  lists.  The  basis  of 
this  plan  would  be  the  publication  by  the 
H.  W.  Wilson  Co.  of  a  magazine  check- 
list of  10,000  or  15,000  titles  chosen  from 
the  principal  serials  in  the  large  libraries 
of  the  United  States.  This  publication 
would  contain  the  bibliographical  data 
most  necessary  for  the  completion  and 
arrangement  of  the  files  of  periodicals, 
such  as  inclusive  dates  and  volumes, 
changes  of  title,  combinations,  etc.,  with 
cross  references  from  earlier  titles.  With 
this  as  a  foundation,  there  could  be 
issued,  for  various  districts  or  groups  of 
libraries,  union  lists  giving  abbreviated 
title  entries  and  indicating  inclusive 
volumes  to  be  found  in  the  libraries  of 
the  district.  For  titles  not  included  in 
the  foundation  list,  full  bibliographical 
data  would  be  given  in  the  union  serial 
lists.  There  would  thus  be  a  saving  in 
the  work  of  preparing  a  list  and  in  cost 
of  publishing  it.  The  discussion  of  this 
subject  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  Uni- 
versities of  Minnesota,  Nebraska  and 
Wisconsin  have  serial  lists  ready  for  pub- 
lication and  that  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois has  the  revision  of  its  printed  list 
practically  ready.  The  importance  of 
issuing  one  tmton  list  rather  than  four 
separate  lists  was  emphasized  and  the 
suggestion  was  made  that  the  Chicago 
and  other  middle  west  libraries  might 
join  and  make  possible  at  this  time  a 
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union  serial  list  for  the  middle  west. 
The  motion  was  passed  that  the  matter 
of  issuing  such  a  list  be  referred  to  a 
combiittee  composed  of  the  librarians  of 
the  Universities  of  Illinois,  Minnesota, 
Nebraska  and  Wisconsin. 

The  committee  on  instructing  fresh- 
men in  the  use  of  the  library  had  no 
report  to  make  and  was  continued. 

Mr  W.  W.  Bishop  was  elected  as  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  program. 

After  a  short  discussion  on  accession 
records,  reserve  books  and  fines,  the 
meeting  adjourned. 

Malcolm  G.  Wyer, 

Chairman. 


lUiiKMS  Library  Association  Notes 

The  legislative  committee  of  the  Illi- 
nois library  association  held  a  meeting 
in  Chicago  on  Saturday,  December  30. 
There  was  not  a  full  attendance  of  the 
committee  present  but  there  was  a  very 
serious  and  careful  consideration  of  the 
bills  referred  to  it.  There  were  five 
members  of  the  association  present. 

The  proposed  bill  authorizing  counties 
to  establish  and  maintain  public  libraries 
and  reading  rooms  was  gone  over  very 
carefully.  The  California  county  law 
forms  the  basis  for  the  proposed  Illinois 
law,  the  only  difficulty  being  that  at 
present  there  is  no  board  like  that  in  the 
California,  in  existence  in  IlHnois.  Ob- 
jection was  made  to  the  examining  power 
being  vested  in  the  State  Library  exten- 
sion commission,  as  this  is  made  up  of  the 
secretary  of  the  state,  an  elected  political 
officer,  and  two  other  members  appointed 
by  the  Governor  subject  to  political 
opinions. 

The  point  in  the  bill  which  gives 
ground  for  serious  thought  is  the  atti- 
tude which  libraries  now  established  may 
have  toward  the  proposed  county  law. 
The  county  tax  must  be  spread  over  all 
the  county  and  must,  therefore,  be  ap- 
plied to  towns  as  well  as  the  county. 
Some  of  the  municipal  libraries  already 
in  existence  are  not  friendly  toward  the 
proposition.  This  is  a  point  which  needs 
careful  consideration  and  cooperation 
will  be  necessary  to  make  any  plan  suc- 
ceed. 


The  committee  discussed  very  care- 
fully and  seriously,  at  considerable 
length,  the  proposed  certification  of  li- 
brary workers  in  the  state.  The  diffi- 
culties which  presented  themselves  were, 
first,  that  part  of  the  libraries  are  at 
present  under  the  State  civil  service  com- 
mission; absence  of  a  proper  board  to 
conduct  examinations;  a  lack  of  prece- 
dent of  desirable  form  and  provisions  of 
such  a  law;  the  evident  opposition  that 
such  a  law  would  meet  with  from  many 
of  the  library  workers  of  the  state;  and, 
lastly,  as  to  whether,  under  the  present 
degree  of  public  interest  in  libraries,  it 
would  be  expedient  to  adopt  such  a  law. 
It  was  furthermore  urged  that  there  was 
a  general  lack  of  definite  opinion  as  to 
what  constitutes  library  assistants,  etc., 
in  the  library  ranks. 

A  motion  by  Miss  Ahem,  seconded  by 
Mr  Barr,  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table  was 
carried  unanimously. 

Proposals  for  a  law  promoting  com- 
munity libraries,  that  is,  providing  for 
two  or  more  communities,  either  munici- 
pal or  township,  to  unite  for  taxing  pur- 
poses, were  thought  to  be  contrary  to  the 
established  law  and  the  consideration  of 
this  was  deferred  for  the  present.- 


New  York  Library  Association 
The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
New  York  library  association  met  in 
Brooklyn  at  the  home  of  the  president, 
Mr  Edward  F.  Stevens,  on  Tuesday, 
January  9.  The  entire  committee, 
consisting  of  the  President,  Miss  Zach- 
ert,  Mr  Walter,  Miss  Lauder,  and  Mr 
Rice  was  present,  and  by  invitation 
Messrs  Spaulding  and  Gaillard  at- 
tended to  make  special  representations 
to  the  committee.  The  conference  was 
prolonged  and  profitable.  All  of  the 
standing  and  special  committees,  as  al- 
ready negotiated  by  the  president,  were 
confirmed  with  the  following  mem- 
bers as  chairmen : 


Legislation— William  R.  Watson,  Albany, 
N.  Y. 

Publicity — Franklin  F.  Hopper,  New 
York  public  library. 

Charitable,  refomutory  and  penal  ihati- 
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tutions — James  I.  Wyer,  Jr.,  Albany,  N.  Y, 

Relations  of  libraries  and  schools — Mary 
E.  Hall,  Girla'  high-school,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Merit  System — William  F.  Yust,  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y. 

Rural  communities — Caroline  M.  Under- 
hiU,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Hospitality— Theresa  Hitchler,  Brooklyn 
public  library. 

In  Mr  Hopper's  absence  from  town, 
Mr  Spaulding  presented  the  plan  of 
campaign  of  the  Publicity  committee 
which  involves  a  state-wide  endeavor 
to  double  the  association's  member- 
ship. The  plan  will  be  presented  in 
detail  in  the  forthcoming  issue  of  New 
York  Libraries. 

Mr  Gaillard  urged  the  committee  to 
take  action  to  promote  legislation  to 
suppress  the  sale  of  stolen  books.  A 
special  committee,  with  Mr  Anderson 
as  chairman,  was  named  to  have  charge 
of  the  matter. 

The  publication  of  a  new  Manual  in- 
corporating the  expected  greatly  in- 
creased new  membership  was  author- 
ized to  appear  in  time  for  distribution 
at  the  September  conference. 

E.  Louise  Lauder, 
Secretary. 


Atlantic  City  Annual  Meeting 

The  twenty-first  annual  meeting  of  the 
New  Jersey  library  association  and  the 
Pennsylvania  library  club  will  be  held  at 
Atlantic  City.  March  2  and  3,  1917. 

There  will  be  three  general  sessions 
at  the  Hotel  Chelsea,  as  follows : 

Friday,  March  2,  8 :30  p.  m.,  under  the 
direction  of  the  New  Jersey  library  asso- 
ciation. 

Saturday,  March  3,  11  a.  m.,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Pennsylvania  library 
club. 

Saturday,  March  3,  8:30  p.  m.,  a  gen- 
eral session. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  New  Jersey 
library  association  will  be  held  on  Friday, 
March  2,  3 :30  p.  m.,  as  follows : 

Chairman,  Dr  Ernest  C.  Richardson, 
president.  New  Jersey  library  associa- 
tion ;  librarian,  Princeton  University, 
Princeton, 

Topic:  Satisfactory  supplies. 

(Speakers  announced  later.) 


The  first  session  of  the  joint  prt^ram, 
under  the  direction  of  the  New  Jersey 
library  association,  will  be  announced 
later. 

The  second  session,  Saturday,  March 
3,  11  a.  m. 

Chairman,  John  Ashhurst,  president, 
Pennsylvania  library  club ;  librarian.  Free 
library  of  Philadelphia, 

Work  of  the  Pennsylvania  free  library 
commission.  Miss  Anna  MacDonald, 
consulting  librarian,  Pennsylvania  free 
library  commission. 

The  Indians  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey,  and  the  literature  concerning 
them,  Dr  George  P.  Donehoo,  Connells- 
ville,  Pennsylvania. 

The  third  session,  Saturday,  March  3, 
8 :30  p.  m. 

Chairman,  Hon  Thomas  L.  Montgom- 
ery, state  librarian,  Pennsylvania  state  li- 
brary, Harrisburg. 

Announcement  of  the  Travel  Commit- 
tee of  the  American  library  association, 
Frederick  W.  Faxon,  Boston  Book  Com- 
pany, Boston,  Massachusetts, 

The  rates  at  the  Hotel  Chelsea: 

One  person  in  a  room,  (without  bath) 
$3.50  per  day. 

Two  persons  in  a  room,  (without  bath) 
each,  $3.00  per  day. 

One  person  in  a  room,  (with  bath) 
$4.50  per  day. 

Two  persons  in  a  room,  (with  bath) 
each.  $4.00  per  day. 

Members  desiring  to  obtain  special 
rates  for  a  week  or  longer  are  requested 
to  correspond  with  the  proprietor. 

Members  of  other  library  clubs  and 
friends  in  adjacent  states  are  cordially  in- 
vited to  be  present  and  to  take  part  in 
the  meeting.  ,         t>  ,- 

"  Jean  E.  Graffen, 

Pennsylvania  library  club,  Secretary, 


Coming  Meetings 

The  American  library  institute  will 
hold  a  meeting  at  Atlantic  City,  March  3, 
9:30  a,  m. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  executive  board 
in  Chicago  during  the  holidays,  it  was 
decided  to  hold  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Illinois  library  association  in  Decatur 
sometime  in  next  October. 
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Special  Libraries  Meeting 
But 

The  Special  library  association.  East- 
em  district,  held  a  meeting  at  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  December  8-9,  1916. 
There  were  about  55  librarians  of  South- 
em  New  England  present.  The  general 
topic  for  discussion  was  "Coordination 
and  the  desirability  of  forming  a  New 
England  Special  library  association." 

Before  the  meeting  those  present  were 
treated  to  a  drive  about  New  Haven  as 
guests  of  the  New  Haven  Chamber  of 
commerce. 

The  chairman,  H.  O.  Brigham,  Rhode 
Island  state  librarian,  was  unable  to  be 
present,  and  George  S.  Godard,  State 
librarian  of  Connecticut,  presided. 

G.  W.  Lee,  librarian  of  Stone  &  Web- 
ster, Boston,  told  in  his  inimitable  way 
the  value  of  such  an  organization  as  was 
proposed.  Mr  Lee's  address  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  discussion  of  the  several  li- 
braries of  New  Haven  by  the  librarians 
in  charge  of  them.  The  Public  library 
was  described  by  W.  K.  Stetson,  the  New 
Haven  Colony  historical  society  by  F. 
Bo  St  wick,  the  High  school  library  by 
Miss  Bradley,  the  New  Haven  county 
bar  library  by  Miss  M.  H.  Foote,  the 
Telephone  Company  library  by  Miss 
Mix,  and  the  Winchester  Arms  Com- 
pany by  Miss  Peck.  Mr  Keogh  of  Yale 
university  told  of  the  special  libraries  of 
that  institution  and  dwelt  on  the  desir- 
ability of  having  specialists  in  charge  of 
special  departments  in  libraries  and  also 
of  having  catalogers  with  special  knowl- 
edge of  the  particular  subject. 

The  Friday  program  contained  the  fol- 
lowing speakers :  H.  R.  Simmons,  on  the 
Providence  engineering  society,  G.  W. 
Lee  on  Information  resources,  and  the 
Information  clearing  house  of  Boston  by 
Lewis  A.  Armistead,  librarian,  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Co.  Dr  C.  C.  Wil- 
liamson of  the  Municipal  reference  li- 
brary. New  York  City,  told  of  the  work 
that  was  done  there.  The  need  of  a  cen- 
tral registration  bureau  for  special  li- 
braries and  for  workers  as  translators 
was  discussed  by  Miss  Mills  of  the  Gen- 
eral Electric  Company,  Boston,  Dr  Wil- 
liamson, W.  P.  Cutter,  Engineering  So- 


ciety, New  York,  and  J,  H,  Madden,  the 
American  Brass  Company,  A  resolu- 
tion that  the  H.  W,  Wilson  Company  be 
appointed  as  the  registration  bureau 
with  service  on  a  paid  basis  was  favored. 

At  the  Saturday  meeting  W.  P.  Cutter 
presided.  The  subject  for  discussion 
was  Team  work  among  librarians.  Mr 
Godard  toid  of  the  work  of  the  Connecti- 
cut State  library,  specially  in  preserving 
and  making  accessible  the  vital  records 
of  Cormecticut.  Mr  Lee  of  Boston  urged 
the  desirability  of  forming  a  society  of 
New  England  special  libraries.  The 
project  was  discussed  favorably  and  it 
was  voted  an  Eastern  section  of  the 
Special  library  association  be  created. 

P.  H.  Nystrom  of  the  U.  S.  Rubber 
Company  of  New  York,  urged  coopera- 
tion between  the  public  and  special  li- 
braries so  as  not  to  duplicate  effort.  Mr 
Wilson  expressed  his  willingness  to  co- 
operate with  libraries  and  to  establish  a 
registration  bureau  if  business  warrant- 
ed. Attention  was  called  to  the  series 
of  articles  on  Special  libraries  in  Boston 
now  appearing  in  the  Boston  University 
News,  by  R.  L.  Power. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  to  the  hosts  of  the 
occasion. 


The  Telephcme  and  the  Library 

Much  use  of  the  library  requires  a 
personal  visit  to  the  building,  but  a 
great  deal  can  be  accomplished  at  the 
two  ends  of  a  telephone  wire.  At  the 
reader's  end,  books  can  be  ordered  for 
home-use,  to  be  sent  by  parcel  post, 
volumes  can  be  renewed,  and  all  kinds 
of  reference  questions  can  be  asked. 
At  the  library's  end,  requests  may  be 
received,  the  library's  resources  on  a 
given  subject  can  be  briefly  explained, 
all  sorts  of  assistance  in  the  selection 
of  reading-matter  can  be  given,  almost 
as  well  as  if  reader  and  librarian  stood 
face  to  face,  and  answers  to  queries  can 
be  sought  and  returned.  The  telephone 
brings  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  U- 
brary  service  directly  into  the  homes 
of  our  citizens. — Bulletin,  Sl  Louis 
public  library. 
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Library  Meetings 

Chicago — A  reception  was  given  De- 
cember 29  by  the  Chicago  library  club  to 
those  attending  the  midwinter  library 
meetings  in  Chicago.  The  reception  was 
held  in  the  ball  room  of  the  La  Salle 
Hotel.  There  was  music  by  an  orchestra, 
which  gave  opportunity  to  those  who 
wished  to  do  so,  to  dance.  It  was  the 
sentiment  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Qub  that  no  form  of  entertainment 
could  be  provided  that  could  compete 
with  the  operas,  concerts,  and  theatres, 
which  visiting  librarians  might  wish  to 
attend,  but  it  seemed  desirable  to  provide 
some  opportunity  for  those  who  attended 
the  meetings  of  the  separate  organiza- 
tions, to  come  together  for  social  inter- 
course. The  reception  was  quite  in- 
formal, and  was  attended  by  about  200, 
including  members  of  the  Chicago  library 
club.' 

Faith'  E.  Smith, 

President. 

Idaho — The  second  annual  meeting  of 
the  Idaho  library  association  met  at  Cald- 
well, January  1-2,  in  the  Carnegie  library. 

Many  practical  and  instructive  papers 
were  given  by  the  librarians  and  others 
interested  in  the  work.  The  round-table 
which  followed  showed  that  the  Idaho 
librarians  are  thoroughly  interested  in 
their  work,  which  is  necessarily  of  a 
pioneer  nature  at  present.  All  were 
unanimously  in  favor  of  a  campaign  to 
secure  a  State  organizer,  Caldwell  and 
Pocatello  having  to  send  out  of  the  state 
for  help  during  the  last  year.  Miss  Delia 
Ellinwood  of  Rose,  N.  Y.,  spending  four 
months  with  these  two  libraries. 

The  Forward  club  of  Caldwell  enter- 
tained the  visitors  at  a  reception  and 
luncheon.  The  invitation  to  meet  in 
Pocatello  next  year  was  accepted. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for 
1917:  President,  Gretchen  Louise  Smith, 
Idaho  technical  institute,  Pocatello ;  vice- 
president,  Ethel  Mitchell,  Carnegie  li- 
brary, Boise;  secretary,  Lalla  Bedford, 
Public  library,  Caldwell;  treasurer,  M. 
Snowden  Reed,  Traveling  library  com- 
mission,  Boise.        l^^^  Bedfojd, 

Secretary. 


The  Kansas  and  Oklahoma 
library  associations  met  in  joint  con- 
ference, for  the  first  time,  at  Arkansas 
City,  Kansas,  on  October  31,  November 
1-2.  Although  the  members  of  the  two 
associations  were  almost  entirely  stran- 
gers to  each  other,  the  interstate  meet- 
ing was  thought  by  all  to  be  a  great  suc- 
cess. A  second  joint  session  has,  in  con- 
sequence, been  suggested  for  1918,  prob- 
ably at  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  The  total 
registration  was  97,  68  coming  from 
Kansas,  24  from  Oklahoma,  2  each  from 
Missouri  and  Illinois,  and  1  from  New 
Mexico.  The  fine  hospitality  of  Arkan- 
sas City,  the  interesting  prc^am,  the  fra- 
ternal spirit  which  was  everywhere  in 
evidence,  and  the  wonderful  autumn 
weather  of  southern  Kansas,  heightened 
by  gentle  zephyrs  from  Oklahoma  (for 
Arl^nsas  City  is  but  a  few  miles  from 
the  state  line),  combined  to  make  this  a 
memorable  gathering.  Several  who  are 
familiar  with  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  agreed  that  the  session  on  the 
afternoon  of  November  1  equalled  in 
interest  the  best  A.  L.  A.  session  they 
had  ever  attended. 

After  the  preliminary  registration,  Mr 
Albert  Faulconer,  vice-president  of  the 
Arkansas  City  library  board,  in  a  felici- 
tous speech,  showing  a  fine  appreciation 
of  library  work,  welcomed  the  visitors 
to  the  ci^,  Happy  responses  were  made 
by  Miss  Hattie  Osborne,  president  of  the 
Kansas  association,  and  by  Mrs  J.  R. 
Dale  for  Oklahoma.  Answers  to  the 
roll  call,  "How  we  advertise  our  books," 
brought  forth  many  excellent  sugges- 
tions which,  if  followed,  should  he  of 
very  material  help  to  those  present. 

The  program  for  the  three  days  was 
both  interesting  and  helpful,  with  valu- 
able contributions  to  it  by  Mrs  S.  J. 
Grecnman  of  Kansas  City,  Kansas,  Mr 
G.  B.  Utley,  secretary  of  the  A.  L.  A., 
and  a  number  of  others. 

The  social  side  of  the  meeting  was 
not  neglected,  automobile  rides,  lunch- 
eons, dinner,  and  other  entertainments 
being  provided  for  the  visitors. 

The  following  officers  were  elected 
for  Oklahoma:  President,  Miss  Mary 
Radford,  Muskogee ;  first  vice-president. 
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Mrs  J.  R.  Dale,  Hobart;  second  vice- 
president,  Miss  Edith  Allen  Phelps, 
Oklahoma  City;  secretary,  Mrs  R.  M. 
Funk,  Shawnee;  treasurer,  Mrs  N.  F. 
Home,  Enid. 

For  Kansas:  President,  Mrs  A.  B. 
Ranney,  Arkansas  City ;  first  vice-presi- 
dent. Miss  Hattie  Osborne,  Baldwin; 
second  vice-president,  Mrs  T.  G.  Ran- 
dolph, Pittsburg;  third  vice-president, 
Miss  Gamette  Heaton,  Junction  City ; 
secretary,  Truman  R.  Temple,  Leaven- 
wordi;  treasurer,  Julius  Lucht,  Wichita. 
New  Mexico — The  Library  section  of 
the  New  Mexico  state  educational  as- 
sociation met  at  Santa  Fe,  November 
29,  1916. 

Miss  Myrtle  M.  Cole,  of  Raton,  pre- 
sided and  Mrs  Blanche  Parrett,  of 
Estancia,  acted  as  secretary. 

The  first  matter  of  business  was 
election  of  officers,  and  the  following 
were  elected:  Miss  Myrtle  M.  Cole, 
librarian  of  the  Public  library  at  Raton, 
was  re-elected  president;  Mrs  Willa  L, 
Skip  with,  librarian,  Carnegie  library, 
Roswell,  vice-president;  Miss  Floy  E. 
French,  librarian.  State  Agricultural 
college,  State  College,  N.  M.,  secretary. 
Members  of  the  Educational  council 
are,  Miss  Rose  Henderson,  of  the  Silver 
City  normal  for  the  three  year  term; 
Miss  Pauline  Madden,  librarian,  Albu- 
querque, for  the  two  yeaf  term;  Mrs 
Lola  Armi>o,  Legislative  librarian, 
Santa  Fe,  for  the  one  year  term. 

Then  followed  a  spirited  discussion 
of  needed  library  legislation.  The  sec- 
tion determined  to  make  a  great  effort 
to  secure  legislation  authorizing  com- 
munities to  levy  an  ample  tax  for  the 
maintenance  of  public  libraries.  An 
enabling  act  is  also  to  be  asked  for  that 
will  enable  counties  to  buy  library  serv- 
ice from  a  centralized  library.  At  pres- 
ent there  are  only  five  libraries  in  the 
state  with  buildings  of  their  own.  The 
other  small  libraries  are  conducted  by 
Women's  clubs.  As  library  work  is  in 
its  infancy  in  the  state  it  will  expedite 
matters  for  even  two  or  three  counties 
to  have  service  from  one  well-estab- 
lished library.  A  legislative  committee 
was  appointed  to  work  with  a  legisla- 


tive committee  from  the  State  federa- 
tion of  women's  clubs. 

The  subject  for  the  meeting  was  the 
Library  in  educational  extension.  Miss 
Rose  Henderson  of  the  English  depart- 
ment of  the  Silver  City  normal  read  an 
able  paper  treating  of  libraries  from  the 
standpoint  of  a  teacher  of  English.  She 
poirited  out  the  usefulness  of  libraries 
to  every  element  in  the  community  and 
the  intensely  practical  service  that 
books  in  the  hands  of  a  skilled  librarian 
have  rendered  in  every  field  of  activity. 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
Alvan  N.  White  spoke  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  library  section  to  the  Edu- 
cational association,  and  dwelt  upon  the 
necessity  of  library  training,  or  lessons 
in  library  science,  for  public  school 
teachers. 

Mrs  A.  B.  Renehan,  president  of  the 
Santa  Fe  Woman's  Board  of  Trade, 
read  a  most  interesting  paper  on  "Prac- 
tical means  of  providing  funds  for  li- 
brary uses,"  She  told  of  the  founding 
and  work  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Trade,  which,  without  outside  contri- 
butions, built  a  beautiful  library  and 
has  maintained  it  without  assistance 
from  any  public  source  for  years. 

Mrs  Rupert  F,  Asplund,  recently 
president  of  the  State  federation  of 
women's  clubs  and  formerly  librarian 
of  the  New  Mexico  state  university, 
discussed  the  above  paper  most  inter- 
estingly. She  also  stated  that  the  State 
Federation  had  raised  a  fund  of  $50  to 
establish  the  beginning  of  traveling  li- 
braries which  are  to  be  sent  out  from 
the  State  university  to  clubs  in  towns 
having  no  libraries. 

Mrs  Josie  Lockard  of  Raton,  and 
County  superintendent  of  schools  for 
Colfax  County,  spoke  on  the  subject 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  county 
superintendent.  She  was  most  enthus- 
iastic over  library  extension  and  advo- 
cated a  central  library  plan  from  which 
rural  schools  and  even  the  remotest 
communities  can  be  supplied  with  read- 
ing matter  of  the  right  kind.  That  is 
the  help  the  New  Mexico  teachers  in 
the  many  isolated  districts  need. 

Prof  Van  Horn,  professor  of  Latin 
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and  librarian  of  the  New  Mexico  nor- 
mal university  at  Las  Vegas,  made  a 
plea  for  trained  librarians  for  the  state 
educational  institutions.  He  strongly 
urged  the  addition  of  courses  in  library 
science  for  our  young  teachers. 

Mrs  Harry  L.  Wilson,  librarian  of 
the  School  of  American  archaeology  at 
Santa  Fe,  gave  a  practical  talk  on  the 
use  of  a  reference  and  science  library 
such  as  that  in  the  Museum  of  New 
Mexico.  Her  talk  was  followed  by  a 
practical  demonstration  showing  to 
those  in  attendance  the  many  valuable 
manuscripts,  etc.,  which  she  has  the 
care  of. 

Miss  Cole,  librarian  at  Raton,  gave 
an  interesting  and  helpful  talk  on  the 
methods  and  progress  of  the  Raton 
public  library. 

Mrs  Abreu  of  Springer,  president  of 
the  Boards  of  Education  of  that  place 
and  member  of  the  club  that  established 
the  little  library  in  Springer,  showed 
how  closely  the  library  is  linked  with 
their  school  and  what  splendid  results 
have  been  obtained  by  the  cooperation 
of  their  women. 

In  conclusion  the  librarians  present 
gave  a  brief  report  of  the  work  done  by 
their  libraries  and  reports  were  read 
from  those  who  could  not  be  in  attend- 
ance. 

Mrs  Blanche  Parrett, 

Secretary. 
Washington— The  Pugct  Sound  library 
club  held  its  first  meeting  of  two  ses- 
sions on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of 
December  28,  at  the  University  of  Wash- 
ington, with  an  attendance  of  86.  The 
program  for  the  afternoon  consisted  of  a 
paper  by  W.  E.  Henry,  University  of 
Washington  library,  upon  "Nature,  scope 
and  personnel  of  our  profession,"  and  an 
informal  presentation  of  the  topic. 
Library  publicity,  by  Charles  H.  Comp- 
ton,  reference  librarian  of  the  Seattle 
public  library. 

The  evening  program  consisted  of  an 
extremely  interesting  address  by  Pro- 
fessor Dallas  Johnson  upon  The  com- 
pleter socialization  of  educational  insti- 
tutions, followed  by  a  spirited  discussion. 

The    organization    is    in    some    ways 


rather  unique.  It  may  be  fairly  charac- 
terized as  a  one-man  or  rather,  usually, 
a  one-woman  organization.  Its  organi- 
zation is  what  may  well  be  termed  un- 
constitutional. It  has  no  constitution,  no 
by-laws,  no  membership,  no  dues  or  fees 
of  any  kitid,  no  minutes,  and  no  proceed- 
ir^s.  Its  only  officer  is  a  president,  and 
no  person  may  ever  serve  twice  in  that 
ofhce.  The  prc^ram  is  merely  an  excuse 
for  coming  together  and  in  no  sense  the 
end  or  purpose  of  congre^ting. 

The  program  being  bnef,  much  time 
was  given  to  the  pleasant  pastime  of 
getting  acquainted  informally.  Between 
sessions  the  company  dined  together.  A 
finer  spirited  audience  never  assembled 
than  this  proved  to  be,  and  all  con- 
curred in  the  opinion  that  it  had  been  a 
delightful  and  inspiring  meeting. 

Miss  Zulema  Kostomlatsky,  head  of 
the  circulation  department  of  tiie  Seattle 
public  library,  was  elected  president  for 
the  next  meeting  which  will  occur  some 
time  in  the  spring  at  the  call  of  the 
president. 

W.  E.  Henry. 


Something  New 

Because  there  is  no  proper  site  for  a 
hangar  in  the  Public  library.  Architect 
Litchfield's  specifications  for  window 
curtains  and  shades  for  the  stack  room 
will  be  revised  before  a  contract  is 
awarded. 

When  the  bidders  came  to  examine 
the  specifications  they  found  they  must 
figure  on  erecting  a  scaflfold  150  feet  high 
to  hang  curtains  before  the  stack  room 
windows.  With  the  scaffold  removed 
only  a  skilful  aviator  could  make  re- 
pairs.— St.  Paul,  Minnesota,'  Pioneer 
Press. 


Interesting  Things  in  Print 
The  Nebraska  library  association  has 
issued,  in  pamphlet  form,  an  exposition 
of  the  desirability  of  coordination  in 
state  supported  library  activities  in  Lin- 
coln. 

The  Bulletin  of  the  Indiana  State  li- 
brary for  December,  1916,  contains  a  list 
of  Indiana  newspapers  in  the  State  li- 
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brary,  Indianapolis  public  library,  the  li- 
brary of  Indiana  university  and  in  the 
Library  of  Congress. 

The  Cossitt  library  of  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  has  issued  several  lists  of 
books  that  ought  to  be  popular.  Boolcs 
for  business  men,  Books  for  mechanics. 
Little  Women  lists,  etc. 

"The  Rambler's  club  in  Panama" 
(Penn  publishing  Company)  brings  to- 
gether some  quite  interesting  pictures  of 
the  country  of  the  uncertain  caliber, 
though  there  may  be  room  for  doubt  as 
to  the  ability  of  any  set  of  boys  to  have 
done  as  many  daring  things  successfully 
as  the  ramblers  did  right  away. 

The  Rcgina  Municipal  News  in  its  an- 
nual number  devotes  eight  pages  out  of 
its  44  to  the  Public  library  of  the  town. 
Illustrations,  exterior  and  interior,  of  the 
main  library  and  its  branches,  a  historical 
review  and  a  list  of  books  and  periodicals 
make  up  an  interesting  story. 

"Government  finance  in  the  United 
States"  by  Cari  C.  Plehn  on  the  National 
social  science  series,  describes  what  the 
various  governments  from  federal  down 
to  mtmicipal,  require  for  support,  where 
the  money  comes  from  and  what  the 
people  get  for  it. 

"Property  and  society"  by  A.  A.  Bruce 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  North  Dakota, 
is  issued  in  the  National  social  science 
series.  Judge  Bruce  presents  the  brief 
that  the  welfare  of  the  nation  is  based 
upon  its  humblest  citizens,  that  property 
was  made  for  man  and  not  man  for  prm>- 
erty  and  that  obedience  to  the  law  by 
everyone  is  demanded  by  the  public  need. 

One  of  the  best  publicity  campaigns 
carried  on  by  libraries  is  that  relating  to 
the  Birchard  library,  Freemont,  Ohio, 
Various  activities  and  interesting  points 
about  the  library  are  being  written 
weekly  and  the  advantage  of  the  library 
is  kept  constantly  before  the  public.  The 
library  is  fortunate  in  having  as  its  nar- 
rator the  gifted  Miss  Lucy  E.  Keeler. 

The  Bulletin  of  the  State  college  at 
Pullman,  Washington,  for  November, 
contains  a  list  of  references  on  compuls- 


ory military  training  in  hig^  schools  for 
the  Interscholastic  high  school  debates. 

Franklin  K.  Hopper,  head  of  the  order 
department.  New  York  public  library, 
was  married,  January  6,  to  Miss  Marion 
Stephens,  New  York  City. 

"Philippine  folk  tales"  by  Mabel  Cole, 
tells  of  the  people,  customs,  manners  and 
the  mental  makeup  of  the  brown  children 
on  the  other  side  of  the  world.  Read- 
ing this  story  of  present  day  conditions, 
one  cannot  but  feel  the  impossibility  of 
making  the  Philippine  Islands  an  integ- 
ral part  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment. 

A  commendable  presentation  of  the 
library  to  the  student  body  is  found  in 
a  leaflet  issued  by  the  library  of  the 
Massachusetts  agricultural  college.  The 
leaflet  contains  a  cordial  invitation"  to 
use  the  library,  sets  out  its  resources, 
gives  hours  of  service  and  directions  for 
using  the  material.  Quotations  from 
eminent  persons,  living  and  dead,  ex- 
press their  opinion  of  the  use  of  books. 

A  bibliography  of  "Jewish  life  in  the 
fiction  of  America  and  England,"  pre- 
pared by  Rebecca  Schiender  as  a  gradua- 
tion requirement,  '14,  has  been  issued  in 
pamphlet  form  by  the  New  York  State 
library  school.  "It  is  not  a  selected  list 
but  contains  all  the  material  of  which 
the  compiler  was  able  to  get  any  trace." 
It  is  arranged  by  the  country  in  which  the 
scene  is  laid. 

A  manual  of  the  common  invertebrate 
animals,  exclusive  of  insects,  by  Henry 
Sherring  Pratt,  profusely  illustrated,  has 
been  issued  by  McOurg's.  The  volume 
of  738  p.  descriptive,  historical  and 
analytic,  would  seem  to  cover  the  entire 
family  of  those  animals.  A  classified 
list  of  authors  quoted,  a  glossary  of 
terms  and  a  very  full  index  adds  much 
value  to  the  volume. 

"About  Harriet"  is  a  story  told  in 
the  delightful,  inimitable  fashion  of  Clara 
W.  Hunt,  children's  librarian  of  Brook- 
lyn public  library.  The  story  follows 
the  fortunes  of  Harriet  throughout  the 
week.    The  book  proves  that  Miss  Hunt 
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can  tell  her  own  stories  as  well  as  those 
of  others,  in  a  most  delightful  fashion. 
Illustrations  in  color  by  Marginal  Wright 
Enwright  add  greatly  to  the  delight  of 
the  book. 

The  news  that  the  paper  prepared  by 
Sarah  B.  Askew  for  the  A.  L.  A.  meet- 
ing at  Minnetonka,  1907,  has  been  pub- 
lished in  booklet  form  by  the  Wilson 
Company,  will  be  welcomed  by  those  who 
heard  it.  Miss  Askew's  well  known 
weaving  of  wit  and  wisdom  in  her  pub- 
lic utterances  will  lead  those  who  have 
heard  her,  to  possess  a  copy  of  "The 
place,  the  man  and  the  book,"  for  10 
cents. 

The  Municipal  Record,  issued  by  the 
city  commissioners  of  Salt  Lake  City, 
December  15,  1916,  was  largely  devoted 
to  an  illustrated  article  on  the  public  li- 
brary facilities  of  the  city.  The  main 
building  has  recently  had  a  $30,000  addi- 
tion. Plans  for  a  west  side  branch  have 
been  adopted  and  the  scope  of  the  li- 
brary work  has  been  largely  extended, 
thanks  to  an  unexpected  enlargement  of 
the  appropriation  last  year  and  the  pro- 
CTCSsive  spirit  of  the  librarian.  Miss 
Sprague,  and  the  Library  Board. 

Katherine  B.  Judson,  one  of  the  busy 
librarians  who  has  found  time  for  writ- 
ing, gives  another  interesting  book  on 
the  Pacific  Northwest  under  the  title  of 
"Early  days  in  Oregon."  While  much 
of  the  romance  of  the  story  of  the  settle- 
ment of  that  north  land  is  told  in  a  most 
interesting  fashion,  there  is  also  a  sum- 
mary given  of  the  real  history  of  the  old 
Oregon  country  from  original  documents. 
The  bibliography  and  index  add  to  the 
value  and  pleasure  of  the  little  volume. 
Here  is  a  book  of  adventure  suitable  for 
the  boy  who  likes  that  sort  of  story. 

A  pocket  edition  of  a  handy  volume  of 
automobile  welding  with  oxyacetylene 
Same  has  been  issued  by  the  Norman  W. 
Hcndley  Publishing  Company.  The  pur- 
pose according  to  the  preface  is  to  show 
how  to  weld  properly  those  parts  that 
should  be  welded,  and  as  well,  to  point 
out   those   parts    which   should   not   be 


welded.  The  book  is  prepared  by  M. 
Keith  Dunham,  and  is  fully  illustrated 
with  charts  and  plans. 

"Our  field  and  forest  trees"  by  Maude 
Going  whose  other  well-known  books  on 
plant  life  have  been  well  received,  is  no 
less  desirable.  In  view  of  the  present 
wild  rush  of  forest  destruction  and  the 
great  need  of  more  interest  in  forest  con- 
servation its  value  is  doubled.  The  ma- 
terial of  the  book  has  been  compiled  from 
the  author's  own  personal  knowledge  and 
experiences,  supplemented  by  the  coop- 
eration of  the  United  States  forest  serv- 
ice and  the  Forest  laboratory  of  Canada. 
The  story  is  full  of  interesting  informa- 
tion that  can  but  make  for  a  greater  ap- 
preciation of  trees  and  at  the  same  time 
it  is  a  story  and  has  a  continuing  interest. 
The  illustrations  are  specially  good. 

A  most  interesting  and  instructive 
paper  on  Illinois  state  parks  by  Theo- 
dore Jessop,  read  before  the  Chicago 
literary  club,  April,  1916,  has  been  is- 
sued in  pamphlet  form  by  the  club. 
Every  library  in  the  state  of  Illinois 
ought  to  have  a  copy  of  this  paper  and 
see  that  it  is  made  known  to  the  busi- 
ness clubs,  the  woman's  clubs  and 
every  vita]  organization  in  their  com- 
munity. Under  a  recent  state  law  any 
county  can  acquire  land  for  park  pur- 
poses. Libraries,  especially,  ought  to 
be  active  in  stimulating  interest  in  the 
subject  of  more  state  parks  for  Illinois. 
Mr  Jessop,  6044  Kenwood  Avenue,  Chi- 
cago, will  be  glad  to  give  any  further 
information  along  this  line  to  any  club 
or  library  desiring  it. 

"American  debate"  by  Dr  Marion  M. 
Miller  of  Princeton  university  has  been 
treated  so  far  in  two  voliunes.  VoL  1  is 
the  "Discussions  in  governmental  pro- 
ceedings and  assemblies  on  colonial,  state 
and  national  rights,  1761-1861."  This 
is  the  history  of  American  politics  with 
critical  digests  of  the  leading  debates  in 
the  various  political  and  economic  con- 
troversies of  the  United  States  of  the 
period  included. 

"The  land  of  slavery,  1607-1860,"  deals 
with  that  part  of  American  politics  re- 
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lating  to  slavery  from  the  time  of  its  in- 
troduction into  America  to  the  beginning 
of  its  disintegration  which  was  begun 
by  the  Lincoln  and  Douglas  debates,  and 
forms  Vol.  2, 

The  digests  of  the  debates  keep  to  the 
language  of  the  speakers,  most  satisfac- 
torily as  far  as  this  is  possible. 

The  A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board  has  re- 
cently issued  a  selected  list  of  Russian 
books  compiled  by  J.  Maude  Campbell, 
as  No.  7  in  the  Foreign  book  list;  an 
annotated  list  of  recent  French  literature 
compiled  by  Sarah  G.  Bowerman,  A.  M. 
and  a  Manual  for  institutional  libraries 
prepared  by  Carrie  E.  Scott,  published 
as  Library  Handbook,  No.  lo.  The 
League  of  library  commission  handbook, 
1916,  has  also  been  issued.  All  of  these 
will  be  received  with  interest  by  libraries 
whose  work  they  touch.  Scarcely  an- 
other person  in  this  country  is  as  well 
prepared  to  choose  books  for  foreigners 
as  Miss  Campbell.  Her  work  in  New 
Jersey  and  in  Massachusetts  has  been  of 
the  most  successful  kind.  Miss  Scott's 
interest  in  institutional  libraries  is  so 
well  known,  as  is  that  of  the  committee, 
that  special  reliance  may  be  placed 
on  this  list.  Mrs  Bowerman  has  long 
been  a  careful  student  of  French  litera- 
ture and  one  may  recommend  the  list 
made  by  her  as  meeting  the  needs  of  li- 
brary service.  The  League  of  Library 
Commission's  handbook  brings  the  li- 
brary reports  of  the  varioxis  states  up  to 
date  and  is  valuable  common  informa- 
tion. 

You  tell  me  that  there  are  many  un- 
pleasant things  troubling  you  in  the  plaee 
in  which  you  work.  If  you  can  answer 
without  betraying  a  secret,  would  you 
mind  telling  me  if  you  ever  knew  of 
velvet  being  used  successfully  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  sandpaper?  The  unpleasant, 
the  hard,  the  trying,  the  temper-testing 
things  are  the  sandpapery  aids  that 
smooth  you  off,  that  train  you,  that  fit 
you  to  shoulder  bigger  responsibilities 
and  to  resist  more  trying  troubles  later 
on.  So  be  very  thankful  for  the  sand- 
paper. —  Thomas  Dreier,  University 
Press,  Cambridge. 


Libraiy  Schools 

Carnegie  library  Bchool.  Pittsburgh 

The  school  was  closed  for  the  winter 

recess  from  December  16  to  January  2. 


Mary  Banes,  '13-14,  has  resigned  as 
children's  librarian  in  the  St,  Louis  pub- 
lic library  to  become  head  of  the  chil- 
dren's department  of  the  Public  library, 
Birmingham,  Ala. 

Hannah  Carver  Ellis,  '07-10,  formerly 
branch  librarian  in  the  Carnegie  library 
of  Pittsburgh,  has  been  made  first  assist- 
ant of  the  Tremont  branch  of  the  New 
York  public  library. 

Lura  F.  Heilman,  '11-12,  has  resigned 
her  position  of  children's  librarian  in  the 
New  York  public  library  to  take  a  post 
graduate  course  at  Columbia  university, 

Mai^ret  Hess,  'lS-16,  was  married 
in  Pittsburgh,  January,  1917,  to  William 
S.  Hoffman. 

Harriet  Marie  McQure,  '12-13,  was 
married,  December,  1916,  in  Marietta, 
O.,  to  Carl  C.  Hoyt. 

Ruth  T.  Miller,  '09-11,  has  been  ap- 
pointed librarian  of  the  Washington 
Junior  high  school,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Annie  May  Murray,  '08-09,  has  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  children's  librarian 
in  the  Epiphany  branch  of  the  New  York 
public  library. 

Marion  B.  Phillips,  '15-16,  has  be- 
come children's  librarian  of  the  Alexan* 
dria  memorial  library,  Alexandria,   Pa. 

Ethelwyn  Manning,  '08-09,  has  been 
made  head  cataloger  of  the  Amherst  Col- 
lege library,  Amherst,  Mass. 

Dorothy  Rowe,  '09-10,  was  married, 
November  25,  1916,  in  Milwaukee,  Wis,, 
to  Edward  Walker  Burbank. 

Dina  Sellaeg,  '07-08,  was  married, 
April,  1916,  in  Copenhagen,  Denmark, 
to  Henning  Haugen-Johansen. 

Eleanor  Sibley,  '15-16,  has  been  made 
an  assistant  in  the  children's  department 
of  the  Brooklyn  public  library, 

Edna  S.  Smith,  '09-10,  has  resigned 
as  children's  librarian  in  the  Brooklyn 
public  library  to  become  business  secre- 
tary of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  Watertown, 
N.  Y. 

Helen  M.  Sullivan,  '15-16,  has  be- 
come substitute  assistant  in  the  children's 
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department   of  the   Carnegie   library  of 
Pittsbui^h. 

Katherine    E.    Williams,    '10-11,    has 
been  appointed  children's  librarian  of  the 
Public  library,  Chlsholm,  Minn. 
UniverntT  of  Illinois 

Most  of  the  faculty  of  the  school  at- 
tended the  various  mid-winter  library 
meetings  in  Chicago,  December  28-30, 
and  as  usual  a  large  number  of  alumni 
and  former  students  of  the  school  were 
also  present. 

School  work  was  resumed  on  Wed- 
nesday, January  3,  and  lectures  by 
Dr  Frank  P.  Hill  of  the  Brooklyn  pub- 
lic library,  and  Mr  R.  R.  Bowker,  of  the 
Library  Journal,  opened  the  term. 

Dr  Hill  gave  two  fectures,  January  4, 
on  the  Brooklyn  public  library  and  Li- 
brary finances.  Mr  Bowker  gave  a  lec- 
ture on  January  5  and  January  6.  His 
first  subject  was  on  Library  and  liter- 
ary folk  of  the  past,  and  the  second  on 
Book  publishing  and  book  selling. 

On  Friday  evening,  the  faculty  of 
the  school  gave  a  dinner  in  honor  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Bowker,  after  which  the 
Library  club  gave  a  reception  in  their 
honor  in  the  Woman's  building. 

Dr  Charles  H.  Lincoln  of  Worcester, 
Massachusetts,  who  has  during  the  fall 
been  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  Illi- 
nois Historical  survey,  gave  a  lecture 
on  December  19,  on  the  the  Calendar- 
ing of  manuscripts. 

During  the  week  of  December  4-9, 
the  Library  school  held  a  very  success- 
ful exhibit  of  books  suitable  for  Christ- 
mas gifts. 

Helen  Wilkinson,  '12-13,  has  re- 
signed from  the  staff  of  the  Cincinnati 
public  library,  and  has  accepted  the 
position  of  librarian  of  the  Flathead 
County    high-school,   Kalispell,    Mont. 

Annebel  Fraser,  B.  L.  S.,  '08,  was 
married  on  December  20,  to  Frank  E. 
Leidendeker,  at  Wellton,  Arizona.  Mr 
and  Mrs  Leidendeker  will  make  their 
home  in  Wellton. 

Frances  Simpson, 
Assistant-director. 
N«w  York  stmte  Ubraiy 

The  thirtieth  anniversary  of  the  found- 
ing of  the  school  was  celebrated  January 
5.    Besides  the  present  students  and  the 


faculty,  former  students  resident  in  the 
"Capitol  district"  and  several  of  the  de- 
partment staff  who  have  lectured  to  the 
school  within  the  past  two  years,  were 
present.  Several  telegrams  of  greeting 
were  received.  A  gift  of  35  E.  D.  French 
book-plates  not  previously  in  the  school's 
collection  was  received  from  Mr  W.  S. 
Biscoe ;  H.  P.  Whitlock,  State  mineralo- 
gist, gave  an  illuminated  motto  and  Mrs 
Salome  Cutler  Fairchild  sent  a  candle 
holder.  The  program  was  as  follows: 
Introductory  remarks  by  Mr  Wyer; 
Reading  of  greetings  from  the  two 
former  directors,  Dr  Melvil  Dewey  and 
Dr  E.  H.  Anderson  and  from  Mrs  Fair- 
child,  who  served  as  vice-director  from 
1887  to  1905 ;  Remarks  by  Mary  Casa- 
major,  president  of  the  New  York  State 
Library  School  association,  and  by  the 
two  class  presidents,  Rachel  A.  Harris, 
'17,  and  Herman  O.  Parkinson,  '18;  Ad- 
dress by  Charles  A.  Richmond,  president 
of  Union  university.  A  reception  was 
given  to  the  guests  at  the  close  of  the 
exercises.  In  addition  to  the  speakers. 
President  and  Mrs  John  H.  Finley  of 
the  University  of  the  State  of  New 
York ;  Mr  and  Mrs  Wyer  and  Mr  and 
Mrs  Walter  were  in  the  receiving  line. 
The  celebration  was  in  charge  of  a  com- 
mittee composed  of  Mary  Eastwood  of 
the  faculty,  Isabella  K.  Rhodes,  repre- 
senting the  alumni  and  Ruth  Wilcox  of 
the  senior  class. 

Christmas  gifts  of  books  for  the  col- 
lection of  juvenile  literature  have  been 
received  from  Caroline  M.  Hewins, 
Grace  L.  Betteridge  and  Edith  Edwards. 
The  collection  includes  many  of  the  best 
known. 

Vilhelm  Slomann,  '14.  is  secretary  in 
charge  of  the  special  library  department 
of  the  Danish  Red  Cross.  Some  300,000 
volumes  in  English,  German,  French, 
Hungarian,  Russian  and  other  languages 
have  been  sent  by  this  department  to 
prisoners  of  war.  His  chief  assistant  is 
Alfhild  Smith,  '13-'14,  who  is  on  leave 
of  absence  from  the  Public  library  of 
Trondhjem,  Norway.  Prince  Valdemar 
of  Denmark  is  the  honorary  head  and 
Prof  Harald  Hoffding,  the  eminent  Dan- 
ish psychologist,  the  active  head  of  the 
ot^nization.  F.  K.  Walter. 
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structors  Cushman,  Bailey  and  Sine  of 
the  English  department,  assisted  by  stu- 
dents from  the  library  school,  read 
Beulah  Marie  Dix's  play,  "Across  the 
border,"  The  audience  consisted  of  the 
students  in  the  library  school,  members 
of  the  library  staff  and  some  invited 
guests.  The  presentation  of  the  play 
was  excellent.  After  the  reading  was 
concluded,  refreshments  were  served 
and  the  evening  spent  in  social  enjoy- 
ment. 

Prof  Edgar  C.  Morris,  head  of  the 
department  of  English,  died  early  on 
Christmas  morning.  His  death  was 
wholly  unexpected  and  deprives  the  uni- 
versity of  one  of  its  most  valuable  ser- 
vants. The  library  school  deplores  his 
loss,  for  his  goodwill  and  assistance  con- 
tributed materially  toward  strengthening 
its  curriculum. 

Lucile  R.  Scull,  '16,  is  an  assistant  in 
the  New  York  public  library  system. 

Addie  Duprey,  '16,  has  recently  taken 
a  position  in  the  Brooklyn  public  library. 

Alma  Jones,  '16,  has  been  made  assist- 
ant librarian  at  Endicott,  N.  Y, 

Lucile  Wilson,  '16,  is  assistant  in  the 
periodical  room  of  the  Syracuse  public 
library. 

Jessie  Tupper,  '10,  has  lately  been  ap- 
pomted  to  a  position  in  the  Reynolds 
library,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

E.  E.  Sperry, 

Director. 
Univerttt;  of  Washington 

The  fifth  year  of  the  school  opened 
on  September  II,  1916,  showing  a  large 
increase  in  enrollment.  The  senior  class 
is  composed  of  13  members,  five  of  whom 
are  graduate  students,  eight,  seniors  in 
the  University.  The  junior  class  is  com- 
posed of  23  members,  all  juniors  in  the 
University. 

The  seniors'  practice  work  is  divided 
between  the  Seattle  public  library  and 
the  various  departments  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Washington  library. 

Former  graduates  of  the  school  met 
on  the  evening  of  November  1,  in  the  li- 
brary school  lecture  room  and  formed  the 
Alumni  Association  of  the  University  of 
Washington  library  school.  Definite 
plans  were  discussed  and  made  for  the 


future.  The  followii^  officers  were 
chosen:  Louise  Smith,  '13,  president; 
Elizabeth  Kirkwood,  '13,  vice-president; 
Eleanor  Stephens,  '14,  secretary;  Edith 
Hile,  '15,  treasurer;  and  Mabel  Ashley, 
'14,  editor. 

Eleanor  Stephens,  '14,  has  resigned 
as  assistant  in  the  Seattle  public  library 
to  become  librarian  of  the  North  Yakima 
public  library. 

Lydia  McCutchen,  '13,  is  librarian  of 
the  Extension  division  of  the  University 
of  Washington, 

Mrs  Kate  Dallam  Gregory,  '13,  is  in 
the  catalog  department  of  the  Public  li- 
brary, Portland,  Oregon. 

Ellen  Howe,  '15,  who  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  Teachers  department  of 
the  Seattle  public  library,  is  this  year  en- 
rolled at  the  Carnegie  library  school  of 
Pittsburgh. 

Agnes  Johnson,  '13,  has  resigned  as 
librarian  of  the  Georgetown  branch  of 
the  Seattle  public  library,  to  accept  the 
appointment  as  librarian  of  the  Hoquiam 
public  library. 

Louise  Smith,  '13,  formerly  librarian 
of  the  Lincoln  Park  high  school  of  Ta- 
coma,  is  now  holding  a  similar  position 
m  the  Lincoln  high  school  of  Seattle. 

Jessie  Ballard,  '13,  has  resigned  as  li- 
brarian of  the  North  Yakima  public  li- 
brary, and  will  be  married  in  the  near 
future. 

Minnie  K.  Brown,  '14,  is  cataloger  of 
the  Yreka  County  library,  California. 

Mrs  Harriet  Carstensen,  '15,  is  cata- 
loger of  the  Whitman  College  library,  at 
WalU  Walla,  Washington. 

John  Richards,  '16,  is  librarian  of  the 
Public  library,  Marshfield,  Oregon. 
W.  E.  Henry,  Director. 
Western  Reserve  nnivertitr 

The  course  in  Loan  systems  given  by 
Miss  Howe  was  completed  December 
20,  and  the  assignment  for  the  Loan 
practice  in  the  Cleveland  public  library, 
which  runs  parallel  with  it,  was  finished 
at  that  time.  The  course  in  Trade  bib- 
liography began  January  5. 

The  director  introduced  the  course 
in  Library  work  with  children  by  a  his- 
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Pratt  Institute 

Reviews,  examinations,  and  Christ- 
mas holidays  make  up  most  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  pasi  month.  A  beautiful 
Christmas  party  was  held  in  the  class- 
room before  the  vacation,  where  a 
Christmas  tree,  Christmas  stories,  and 
the  singing  of  carols  made  us  all  feel 
a  little  less  away-from-home.  Those 
who  were  unable  to  go  home  for  the 
holidays  were  invited  by  Miss  Harriot 
Hassler,  class  of  1898,  to  her  house  in 
Flushing,  Long  Island,  to  spend  Christ- 
mas Eve  and  Christmas  Day, 

The  new  term  opened  on  January  3. 
That  afternoon  Miss  Clara  W.  Hunt  of 
the  Brooklyn  public  library  gave  the 
first  of  a  series  of  three  lectures  on  chil- 
dren's work. 

The  school  profited  by  the  meeting 
of  the  executive  board  of  the  New  York 
State  library  association  held  here  on 
Tuesday,  January  9,  to  the  extent  of 
having  a  talk  from  Miss  Adeline  B, 
Zachert  on  the  work  of  the  Rochester 
public  library,  and  a  lecture  from  Mr 
Frank  K,  Walter  on  educational  work 
in  New  York  state.  The  students  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  them  both  at 
tea  later  in  the  afternoon. 

A  recent  letter  from  Mrs  Adeline 
Cartwright  Bayly,  class  of  1913,  reports 
that  her  husband  was  wounded  in 
April,  1915,  and  after  exciting  experi- 
ences in  England,  which  included  a 
Zeppelin  raid  and  a  visit  to  Dublin  just 
1  before  the  outbreak,  they  have  returned 
to  Canada  and  have  taken  up  a  little 
farm  near  Toronto. 

Florence  A.  Adams,  '13,  has  resigned 
the  librarianship  of  the  Brooklyn  Poly- 
technic preparatory  school  to  take  the 
position  of  librarian  in  the  law  firm  of 
Cravath  and  Henderson,  New  York 
City.  Miss  Lillias  P.  Nichols,  '16,  has 
been  appointed  to  serve  out  Miss  Flor- 
ence Adams'  term  as  librarian  of  the 
Polytechnic. 

Estelle  M.  Campbell,  '14,  of  the  cata- 
loging staff  of  Columbia  University  li- 
brary, has  been  put  in  charge  of  the 
files  of  the  St.  Louis-San  Francisco 
Railway  Company  of  New  York. 

Miss  Estelle  L.  Liebmann,  '16,  has 


given  up  the  position  of  cataloger  at  the 
Geographical  Society  library  of  New 
York  to  take  charge  of  the  files  of  the 
Goldwin  Picture  Corporation  of  New 
York  City. 

Josephine  Adams  Rathbone, 
Vice-Director. 
Simmoiu  college 

After  the  Christmas  recess,  the  rest 
of  the  first  term  sped  very  swiftly  to 
the  season  of  Mid  year  examinations, 
January  25-February  3. 

The  monthly  visit  for  January  was 
one  of  great  interest,  to  the  Widener 
library  of  Harvard  university. 

The  Director  represented  the  Library 
school  at  the  Chicago  meeting  of  the 
Association  of  American  library 
schools  on  December  30, 

The  second  term  of  the  year  starts 
the  Sophomore  class,  who  up  to  this 
time  have  been  almost  entirely  engaged 
in  purely  academic  subjects,  on  their 
study  of  cataloging  and  classification. 

The  major  part  of  the  classification 
course  is  devoted  to  the  Decimal  sys- 
tem, but  Miss  Sargent  of  the  Medford 
public  library  introduces  the  students 
to  the  Cutter  system,  which  that  li- 
brary uses,  and  this  year  the  third 
treat  American  classification  will  be 
tly  presented,  as  Mr  Charles  Martel, 
of  the  Library  of  Congress,  is  to  be  the 
special  lecturer  on  the  subject. 

Miss  Jordan  will  give  the  course  on 
children's  work  as  usual,  and  will  also 
give  two  lectures  on  the  "Cooperation 
of  the  public  library  and  the  high 
school"  in  the  elective  offered  on  the 
High  School  library. 

In  connection  with  this  course  we 
are  fortunate  in  being  able  to  secure 
the  loan  of  the  fine  exhibit  which  was 
shown  at  the  Washington  Irving  high 
school  at  the  N.  E.  A,  meeting  last 
summer. 

The  course  on  the  History  of  libra- 
ries will  be  given  this  year  by  Miss 
Donnelly. 

June  Richardson  Donnelly, 
Director. 
SjTacnse  univerrity 

On  Thursday  evening,  December  14, 
Prof    Carter,    Prof    Bradford   and    In- 
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stnictors  Cushman,  Bailey  and  Sine  of 
the  English  department,  assisted  by  stu- 
dents from  the  library  school,  read 
Beulah  Marie  Dix's  play,  "Across  the 
border,"  The  audience  consisted  of  the 
students  in  the  library  school,  members 
of  the  library  staff  and  some  invited 
guests.  The  presentation  of  the  play 
was  excellent.  After  the  reading  was 
concluded,  refreshments  were  served 
and  the  evening  spent  in  social  enjoy- 
ment. 

Prof  Edgar  C,  Morris,  head  of  the 
department  of  English,  died  early  on 
Christmas  momii^.  His  death  was 
wholly  unexpected  and  deprives  the  uni- 
versity of  one  of  its  most  valuable  ser- 
vants. The  library  school  deplores  his 
loss,  for  his  goodwill  and  assistance  con- 
tributed materially  toward  strengthening 
its  curriculum. 

Lucile  R,  Scull,  '16,  is  an  assistant  in 
the  New  York  public  library  system. 

Addie  Duprey,  '16,  has  recently  taken 
a  position  in  the  Brooklyn  public  library. 

Ahna  Jones,  *16,  has  been  made  assist- 
ant librarian  at  Endicott,  N.  Y. 

Lucile  Wilson,  '16,  is  assistant  in  the 
periodical  room  of  the  Syracuse  public 
library. 

Jessie  Tupper,  '10,  has  lately  been  ap- 
pomted  to  a  position  in  the  Reynolds 
library,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

E.  E.  Sperry, 

Director. 
Univenity  of  WashinKton 

The  fifth  year  of  the  school  opened 
on  September  U,  1916,  showing  a  large 
increase  in  enrollment.  The  senior  class 
is  composed  of  13  members,  five  of  whom 
are  graduate  students,  eight,  seniors  in 
the  University.  The  junior  class  is  com- 
posed of  23  members,  all  juniors  in  the 
University. 

The  seniors'  practice  work  is  divided 
between  the  Seattle  public  library  and 
the  various  departments  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Washington  library. 

Former  graduates  of  the  school  met 
on  the  evening  of  November  1,  in  the  li- 
brary school  lecture  room  and  formed  the 
Alumni  Association  of  the  University  of 
Washington  library  school.  Definite 
plans  were  discussed  and  made  for  the 


future.  The  following  ofHcers  were 
chosen:  Louise  Smith,  '13,  president; 
Elizabeth  Kirkwood,  '13,  vice-president; 
Eleanor  Stephens,  '14,  secretary;  Edith 
Hile,  'IS,  treasurer;  and  Mabel  Ashley, 
'14,  editor. 

Eleanor  Stephens,  '14,  has  resigned 
as  assistant  in  the  Seattle  public  library 
to  become  librarian  of  the  North  Yakima 
public  library. 

Lydia  McCutchen,  '13,  is  librarian  of 
the  Extension  division  of  the  University 
of  Washington. 

Mrs  Kate  Dallam  Gregory,  '13,  is  in 
the  catalog  department  of  the  Public  li- 
brary, Portland,  Oregon. 

Ellen  Howe,  'IS,  who  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  Teachers  department  of 
the  Seattle  public  library,  is  tiiis  year  en- 
rolled at  the  Carnegie  library  school  of 
Pittsburgh. 

Agnes  Johnson,  '13,  has  resigned  as 
librarian  of  the  Georgetown  branch  of 
the  Seattle  public  library,  to  accept  the 
appointment  as  librarian  of  the  Hoquiam 
public  library. 

Louise  Smith,  '13,  formerly  librarian 
of  the  Lincoln  Park  high  school  of  Ta- 
coma,  is  now  holding  a  similar  position 
m  the  Lincoln  high  school  of  Seattle. 

Jessie  Ballard,  '13,  has  resigned  as  li- 
brarian of  the  North  Yakima  public  li- 
brary, and  will  be  married  in  the  near 
future. 

Minnie  K.  Brown,  '14,  is  cataloger  of 
the  Yrcka  County  library,  California. 

Mrs  Harriet  Carstensen,  '15,  is  cata- 
loger of  the  Whitman  College  library,  at 
Walla  Walla,  Washington. 

John  Richards,  '16,  is  librarian  of  the 
Public  library,  Marshfield,  Oregon. 
W.  E.  Henry,  Director. 
Wntem  Reurve  university 

The  course  in  Loan  systems  given  by 
Miss  Howe  was  completed  December 
20,  and  the  assignment  for  the  Loan 
practice  in  the  Cleveland  public  library, 
which  runs  parallel  with  it,  was  finished 
at  that  time.  The  course  in  Trade  bib- 
liography began  January  5. 

The  director  introduced  the  course 
in  Library  work  with  children  by  a  his- 
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torical  survey  of  the  subject  on  Janu- 
ary 9,  and  the  following  day.  Miss  Caro- 
line Burnite,  director  of  children's 
work  in  the  Cleveland  public  library, 
gave  the  first  two  lectures  on  Chil- 
dren's library  work,  illustrated  by  lant- 
ern slides;  her  second  lecture  was  on 
"Principles  of  administration  of  chil- 
dren's rooms."  These  lectures  are  pre- 
liminary to  the  course  given  for  two 
weeks,  writh  two  periods  daily,  by  Mrs 
Edna  Lyman  Scott,  on  "Literature  for 
children." 

The  students  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  Mrs  Gudren  Thorne-Thomsen, 
December  15,  on  "Poetry  for  children," 
when  she  spoke  before  the  Children's 
training  class  of  the  Cleveland  public 
library. 

While  in  the  city  attending  the  Exec- 
utive Board  meeting  of  the  Ohio  libra- 
ry association,  Miss  Laura  Smith,  head 
of  the  Catalog- Reference  department 
of  the  Cincinnati  public  library,  spoke 
to  the  class  upon  practical  adjustments 
necessary  for  library  school  graduates 
in  going  into  first  positions.  The  fol- 
lowing day,  J.  Howard  Dice,  organizer 
for  the  State  library  commission,  told 
of  the  work  of  library  extension  and  or- 
ganization in  Ohio. 

The  faculty  of  Western  Reserve  li- 
brary school  was  represented  at  the 
meetings  of  the  A.  L.  A.  council  and 
the  Association  of  American  library 
schools,  in  Chicago  during  the  holidays, 
by  the  Dean,  the  Director,  Miss  East- 
man and  Miss  Howe.  The  latter  dis- 
cussed the  topic  of  Instruction  in  pe- 
riodicals at  the  Library  school  meeting. 

The  class  entertained  at  a  very  de- 
lightful Christmas  party  just  before  the 
holiday  vacation.  One  of  the  features 
of  the  evening  was  a  play  called  "A 
Cubist  morality  play, '  written  by 
Mabel  M,  Rieley,  a  member  of  the 
class ;  the  Cast  of  characters  repre- 
sented The  Sage,  Library  Spirit,  Learn- 
ing, Untidiness,  Accuracy,  Cheerful- 
ness, Tardiness,  Executive  Ability, 
Tact,  Speed. 

Rose  L.  Eic!ienba.um,  '11,  has  become  as- 
sistant in  the  Tremont  branch,  Public  li- 
brary, New  York  City. 

Florence  L.  Cottrefl,  '14,  has  resigned  her 


position  as  school  librarian  in  the  Public 
library,  Uason  City,  Iowa,  to  become  first 
assistant  in  the  Alliance  branch,  Cleveland 
public  library. 

Else  M.  Horr,  '10,  is  uking  a  second 
year  of  training  for  nurses  at  the  Johns 
Hopkins  university. 

Alice  S.  Tyler,  Director. 
Univcnity  of  Wtscotiain 

Work  was  resumed  on  January  3.  A 
number  of  guests  from  the  east  have 
visited  the  school,  Mr  and  Mrs  R.  R. 
Bowker,  Dr  F.  P.  Hill,  and  Mr  John 
Foster  Carr.  Mr  Bowker  spoke  twice 
to  the  school,  first  on  Library  reminis- 
cences and  again  on  the  Beginnings  of 
the  library  profession.  A  dirmer  was 
given  in  honor  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Bowker. 
Again  the  company  was  treated  to  more 
library  reminiscences  from  Mr  Bowker 
and  some  interesting  remarks  from  Mrs 
Bowker,  Dean  Birge,  W.  M.  Smith,  M. 
S.  Dudgeon  and  others. 

Dr  Hill's  lectures  on  library  adminis- 
tration covered  the  relations  of  the  li- 
brarian and  the  other  members  of  the 
staff,  the  principles  of  library  architec- 
ture, and  the  relations  between  the  li- 
brary and  civic  institutions.  The  lectures 
were  given  just  before  the  students  left 
for  field  practice. 

"Immigration  and  education"  as  pre- 
sented by  Mr  Carr  gave  the  students  a 
new  view  of  library  endeavor  and  con- 
tact. Three  lectures  have  been  given  by 
Professor  Campbell  from  the  University, 
on  Book  selection.  Foreign  fiction  and  the 
Minor  poets.  In  connection  with  the  lec- 
tures on  publicity.  Professor  Bleyer  in- 
vited the  class  to  the  School  of  joilmalism 
to  hear  his  lecture  on  newspaper  pub- 
licity. Miss  Bemice  Oehler,  head  of  the 
art  department  of  the  Madison  high 
school,  lectured  on  the  art  of  making 
posters. 

The  class  of  1917  has  appointed  the 
following  officers:  President,  Hazel  E. 
Armstrong;  vice-president,  Charlotte  H. 
Qark;  secretary,  Harriet  T.  Root;  treas- 
urer, Jessie  P.  Jenks. 

Another  of  the  student  bibliographies  has 
made  its  appearance  in  print.  Uusic  in 
schools  and  colleges  compiled  by  Vivian 
G.  Little,  1916.  is  being  published  in  install- 
ments in  the  Music  Supervisori'  Journal. 

Bertha  H.  Rogers,   09,  was  married,  Nov. 
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25,  lo  Dr  Ludwig  F.  Guldner.  She  will  be 
at  home  after  February  1,  at  5  Pasadena 
Apts.,  Davenport. 

Bettina  Jackson,  '10,  has  resigned  as  as- 
sistant in  the  Study  Club  department  of  the 
Wisconsin  library  commission  and  is  taking 
work  in  Interior  decoration  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Wisconsin. 

Emma  M.  Wald,  '10,  began  work  as  as- 
sistant cataloger,  January  1.  on  the  staff  of 
the  Public  library,  Detroit,  Mich.,  resigning 
her  position  in  the  State  normal  School  li- 
brary, Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Elizabeth  Eckel,  '12,  is  actively  engaged 
in  library  work  after  several  years  at  home. 
She  is  assistant  librarian  at  the  State  normal 
school,  Warren sburg,  Mo. 

Hazel  E,  Askey,  '13,  has  been  acting  as 
substitute  since  August  1  in  the  Public  li- 
brary. Long  Beach,  Cal. 

Helen  D.  Graves,  '13,  has  resigned  her 
position  in  the  catalog  and  reference  depart- 
ments of  the  Public  library,  Cincinnati,  O., 
and  will  be  at  home  in  River  Forest,  III.. 
during  the  remainder  of  the  winter. 

Ethel  A.  Hedenbergh,  '14,  has  been  made 
librarian  of  the  Sioux  City  high  school. 

Glenn  P.  Turner,  '14,  has  been  elected  as 
an  assemblyman  from  Milwaukee  on  the 
Socialist  ticket. 

Henrietta  R.  Harvie,  '16,  has  received  an 
appointment  as  part  time  assistant  in  the 
library  of  the  Medical  faculty  of  McGill  uni- 
versity, Montreal,  and  is  also  taking  several 
courses  in  the  university. 

Edna  Roesler,  '16,  has  been  released  from 
her  position  in  the  Plattevitle  normal  school 
to  accept  one  in  the  Public  library  of  Su- 
perior, Wis.,  her  home  city. 

Mary  Emogene  Hazeltine, 
Preceptor. 

In  speaking  of  the  needs  of  Colorado 
a  librarian  said : 

A  siunmer  school  is  needed  lor 
standardization  of  library  work  in  Colo- 
rado ;  definite  statetnent  to  sti]dents  as  to 
the  type  and  status  of  library  instruction 
at  piTsent  given  in  Colorado  institutions ; 
calling  attention  of  trustees  and  educators 
in  general  to  the  need  of  trained  library 
workers  and  informing  them  in  regard  to 
library  requirements;  placing  standards 
of  library  equipment  and  service  before 
library  workers  so  they  themselves  will 
feel  the  need  of  training. 

The  speaker  advised  shifting  the  loca- 
tion of  a  summer  library  school  occa- 
sionally, owing  to  the  great  size  of  Colo- 
rado, and  recommended  that  it  be  held  m 
connection  with  the  state's  four  general 
educational  institutions. 


Indexes  and  How  to  Use  Them 
An  index,  to  the  tmtrained  eye,  too 
often  means  simply  an  alphabetical  list 
of  all  subjects  treated  in  the  book.  When 
the  subject  searched  for  is  not  found  in 
this  alphabetical  arrangement  the  book 
is  closed  and  the  search  renewed  in 
other  fields,  though  perhaps  that  very 
book  did  contain  the  information  and 
perhaps  was  the  only  book  that  did. 

To  the  trained  reference  worker  this 
alphabetical  index  has  many  possibili- 
ties and  they  vary  even  in  different  books 
of  the  same  general  class.  Sometimes  a 
portrait  of  a  person  is  hsted  under  his 
name  in  the  index,  but  more  often  all 
the  portraits  are  listed  separately  for 
greater  convenience.  Illustrations  are 
often  treated  in  this  way,  particularly  in 
the  indexes  in  bound  periodicals.  Some- 
times in  the  index  to  a  biography  sub- 
jects because  they  concern  the  same  man 
are  listed  chronologically  under  that 
man's  name  where  it  appears  in  its  alpha- 
betical place  in  the  index  of  subjects. 
Much  valuable  information  is  liable  to 
be  overlooked  in  a  superficial  scanning 
of  indexes.  There  are  innumerable 
varieties  of  indexes  and  it  would  make 
for  a  distinct  gain  in  efficiency  to  study 
them  rather  carefully.  The  Congres- 
sional Record  index  (current) 
is  an  unusual  type  of  index  and  should 
be  studied  by  those  called  upon  to  use  it 
frequently  for  work  with  debaters  and 
others  interested  in  current  political 
pi^blems. 

One  special  feature  of  this  index  is 
the  frequent  reference  "see  bill  H.  R. 
17136"  or  some  such  reference  to  a 
House  or  Senate  bill.  These  are  listed 
in  the  back  of  each  index  under  "Senate 
Bills,"  "Senate  Resolutions,"  "House 
Bills"  and  "House  Resolutions,"  ar- 
ranged numerically.  A  brief  statement 
of  the  bill  is  followed  by  references  to 
discussions  in  the  Record.  (Staff  News 
Bulletin,  Cleveland.) 


Life  is  ever  unfolding  from  within, 
and  revealing  itself  to  the  light,  and 
thoughts  engendered  in  the  heart  at  last 
reveal  themselves  in  words,  actions  and 
things  accomplished. — James  Allen. 
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The  Cleveland  Survey 
The  survey  report  on  "The  public 
library  and  the  public  schools"  is  one 
of  the  25  sections  of  the  report  of  the 
Educational  survey  of  Cleveland,  con- 
ducted by  the  Survey  committee  of  the 
Cleveland  foundation  in  1915. 

The  purpose  of  the  survey  was  to 
consider  whether  or  not  Cleveland 
could  bring  about  more  effective  forms 
of  cooperation  between  the  public  li- 
brary and  the  public  schools.  A  cor- 
rect view  of  it  may  be  had  by  quoting 
from  the  report  itself. 

The  survey  was  made  under  seven 
heads : 

1)  The  inter-dependence  of  thu 
school  and  the  library. 

If  the  school  does  iiot  perform  its  mission 
the  library  would  have  no  mission  to  per- 
form. If  the  library  does  not  do  its  work 
efficiently,  the  labors  of  the  school  will 
prove  to  have  been  largely  futile.  The 
youthful  citizens  are  in  the  schools  where 
they  are  learning.  The  main  question  in- 
volved is,  "How  can  the  city  best  ^et  the 
city's  children  into  the  habit  of  readme  the 
city's  books?" 

2)  The  libraries  in  the  elementary 
schools. 

Here  the  relations  between  them  are 
summed  up  as  shown  in  the  seven  libraries 
in  elementary  schools.  The  survey  com- 
mends most  of  the  work  that  has  been  done, 
but  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  where 
the  books  are  given  out  onl^  before  or 
after  school,  it  results  in  issuing  and  re- 
ceiving the  books  so  rapidly  that  little  at- 
tention is  possible. 

3)  Branch  libraries.  After  review- 
ing the  work  that  is  done  in  the  branches, 
the  conclusion  is  reached  that — 
seven-tenths  of  all  children  reached  by  the 
whole  library  system  are  cared  for  by  the 
26  branch  libraries,  where  the  most  valuable 
work  is  DOW  done  through  activities  that 
are  constructive  and  vital.  It  was  sug- 
gested that  the  two  boards  should  con- 
sider building  the  branch  libraries  and  the 
schools  together,  or  close  to  each  other, 
so  that  eacn  can  carry  on  its  work  without 
duplicating  equipment. 

4)  Classroom  and  home  libraries. 
This  comes  close  to  the  schools,  and  after 


the 


activities    of    the 


library  along  these  lines,  the  work  is  com- 
mended because  of  the  constant  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  library  to  help  the  teachers 
influence  the  children  to  read. 

5)  High  school  libraries. 

These  are  conducted  on  a  cooperative 
basis  by  the  Board  of  education  and  the 
Library  board.  After  reviewing  the  work 
that  is  done  in  all  the  high  schools  in  Cleve- 
land, except  two  commercial  high  schools, 
the  conclusion  is  reached  that  since  the  high 
school  libraries  have  largely  limited  their 
work  to  supplying  reference  material,  and 
encouraging  pupils  to  go  to  branch  libraries 
for  recreation,  and  some  reference  reading, 
it  is  advised  that  the  high  school  library 
try  to  supply  all  library  needs  for  as  many 
pupils  as  possible. 

6)  Normal  school  libraries. 

It  is  said  that  both  in  the  matter  of  equip- 
ment and  correlation  these  are  to  be  ranked 
high,  as  in  truly  interesting  prospective 
teachers  in  library  work  it  makes  them  in- 
telligent about  it  afterwards.  A  review  of 
the  training  and  actual  work  is  given,  con- 
cluding that  the  work  done  is  so  efficient 
that  the  pupils  in  the  rest  of  the  school 
system  would  benefit  from  a  similar  close 
relation   of  library   work  and   school   work. 

7)  Future  development.  Under  this 
heading  it  is  stated  that  the  study  has 
led  to  one  major  conclusion  and  several 
minor  ones.  The  major  conclusion 
which  embodies  the  principal  instruc- 
tions of  the  report,  is  that  in  their  rela- 
tion to  each  other  both  schools  and 
libraries  should  subordinate  every  other 
consideration  to  the  single  aim  of  giv- 
ing each  child  an  invincible  love  of 
reading.  The  aim  of  the  school  is  to 
teach  the  child  to  read,  the  aim  of  the 
library  is  to  furnish  wholesome  read- 
ing matter.  The  most  important  prob- 
lem is  to  make  the  children  want  to 
read.  Opportunity  is  not  enough. 
There  must  be  contact,  stimulus,  en- 
couragement in  daily  association.  The 
survey  recommends  that  new  branches 
be  erected  in  conjunction  with  public 
school  buildings. 

The  Cleveland  schools  are  adopting 
what  is  known  as  the  platoon  plan, 
and  the  survey  recommends  that  the 
school  libraries  in  each  new  building  on 
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this  plan  be  set  aside  permanently  a 
library  room,  and  not  in  a  session  room 
liable  to  be  used  for  something  else 
at  any  time  and  the  library  have  to 
move  out. 

The  survey  strongly  recommends 
that  a  library  be  established  in  each  of 
the  new  high  schools,  in  what  is  termed 
the  junior  high  school  rather  than  the 
senior,  since  for  the  majority  the  junior 
high  school  supplies  the  final  years  of 
schooling.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that 
the  policy  which  has  estabHshed  the 
present  high  school  libraries  will  be 
continued  and  expanded,  and  that  the 
book  collections  will  include  books  of 
inspiration  and  recreation,  as  well  as 
those  of  information. 

The  report  states  that  the  librarians 
in  both  the  elementary  and  high  , 
schools  are  exceedingly  well  equipped 
and  under-paid.  The  average  of  train- 
ing and  education  is  higher  than  it  is 
among  the  teachers  in  the  public 
schools  which  they  serve.  The  figures 
indicate  that  librarians  are  seriously 
underpaid  as  compared  with  teachers. 
An  illustration  of  two  girls  shows  that 
after  each  one  had  finished  her  train- 
ing and  worked  for  a  dozen  years  the 
elementary  school  teacher  would  have 
earned  $4,000  since  going  to  work  more 
than  her  companion,  who  was  a  libra- 
rian, while  the  tatter  would  have  spent 
more  time  getting  her  education,  spent 
more  money  getting  it,  has  less  chance 
of  promotion  and  does  not  enjoy  the 
pension  system  after  her  service  is  com- 
pleted. 

Of  the  high  school  librarians,  it  may 
be  said  that  they  have  better  profes- 
sional preparation  than  the  high  school 
teachers,  and  are  paid  less  than  half 
as  well.  With  these,  too,  after  acquir- 
ing their  training,  the  figures  show  that 
after  a  dozen  years  of  service  the  libra- 
rian has  spent  more  years  and  more 
money  in  securing  her  education,  and 
her  aggr^ate  earnings  would  have 
amounted  to  $9,000,  while  those  of  her 
companion,  who  had  gone  into  teach- 
ing in  the  same  school,  would  have 
amounted  to  $20,000,  in  addition  to  the 
matter  of  the  pension.     Every   argu- 


ment for  the  adequate  payment  of 
teachers  applies  with  equal  force  to 
the  adequate  payment  of  librarians. 
The  librarians  will  not  be  accepted  by 
the  teachers  as  professional  equals  if 
they  are  compensated  on  a  greatly  in- 
ferior scale. 

The  corps  of  school  librarians  is  be- 
coming more  numerous,  and  the  best 
arrangements  for  the  supervision  of 
the  school  libraries  would  be  to  have 
the  libraries  nominated  by  the  library 
board,  and  the  librarians  appointed  and 
paid  by  the  board  of  education.  The 
cost  to  the  tax  payers  will  be  the  same, 
no  matter  which  board  pays  the  ex- 
pense, or  how  it  may  be  apportioned 
between  them. 

The  survey  closes  by  strongly  rec- 
ommending that  the  salaries  of  the 
school  librarians  be  increased  so  as  to 
be  on  a  level  with  the  teachers  doing 
corresponding  work. 

News  from  the  Field 
East 

Mabel  Eaton,  Simmons,  '11-12,  is  at 
present  at  her  home.  Auburn,  Maine. 

C.  F.  D.  Belden,  state  librarian  of 
Massachusetts,  has  been  elected  libra- 
rian of  Boston  public  library,  to  suc- 
ceed H.  G.  Wadlin. 

Miss  Josephine  S.  Heydrick,  Pratt, 
'94,  has  resigned  the  librarian  ship  of 
the  Pequot  library  at  Southport,  Conn., 
because  of  the  health  of  her  mother, 
and  has  returned  to  her  home  in  Mead- 
ville,  Pa.,  for  an  indefinite  time. 

Horace  G,  Wadlin,  for  14  years  li- 
brarian of  the  Public  library  of  Boston, 
has  resigned  his  position  to  take  effect  on 
January  31.  Mr  Wadlin  felt  that  he  de- 
sired to  be  relieved  from  the  routine 
work  in  connection  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  library  in  order  to  have  more 
time  to  give  to  other  subjects  which  in- 
terest him.  Mr  Wadlin  was  for  some 
years  connected  with  the  Massachusetts 
bureau  of  statistics.  He  has  the  student's 
frame  of  mind,  and  is  engaging  himself 
in  the  larger  exercise  of  investigation  and 
study  rather  than  in  the  practical  affairs 
which  the  administration  of  a  large  city 
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library  system  requires.  Mr  Wadltn  has 
made  many  friends  among  librarians  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  will  be  per- 
mitted to  retain  friendly  relations  even 
though  he  leave  the  library  world. 
Central  Atlantic 

Katharine  J.  Middleton,  Simmons, 
'12-15,  has  returned  to  the  Public 
Affairs  Information  Service,  White 
Plains,  N.  Y. 

Grace  B.  MacCartney,  Rochester,  '09, 
Pratt,  '11,  has  been  appointed  head  of  the 
cataloging  department,  Public  library, 
Rochester,  New  York.  She  has  been 
in  charge  of  book  orders  and  binding 
there  during  past  years.  Miss  Mac- 
Cartney had  been  for  several  years  pre- 
viously in  the  book  order  department  of 
Columbia  university. 

Guernsey  memorial  library  at  Nor- 
wich, N.  Y.,  has  issued  its  report,  July, 
1915,  to  July,  1916.  It  shows  a  year  of 
consistent  work  not  only  in  its  small 
city  field  but  in  the  rural  districts,  its 
book  service  having  reached  out  to  ham- 
lets 18  miles  away  and  into  39  rural 
school  houses.  There  are  13,252  v.  on 
its  shelves;  recorded  circulation,  43,- 
251  V.  and  336  new  card  issues,  making 
the  total  issue  4,236.  At  the  last  census 
the  population  of  Norwich  was  8,345. 
Emphasis  was  placed  upon  every  red 
letter  day  in  the  literary  world,  local  and 
national  movements  were  cooperated 
with,  the  holidays,  the  seasons  and  their 
activities  and  the  vocations  of  its  readers 
severally  received  particular  attention. 
N.  Louise  Ruckte shier  is  hbrarian.    . 

The  report  of  the  New  York  State 
library  for  1915  records  the  number  of 
volumes  in  the  library,  409,982;  pamph- 
lets, 1,500.  There  are  78,700  v,  in  the 
traveling  libraries.  Additions  to  the  li- 
brary, 109,133  v.;  of  these,  16,880  were 
by  purchase ;  17,047  were  periodicals 
received.  The  hbrary  exchanges  with 
1,388  institutions.  General  library  circu- 
lation, 33,369  v.,  library  for  the  blind, 
8,603  v.  There  are  1,612  traveling  li- 
braries through  which  62,610  v.  were  cir- 
culated. The  salary  for  122  employees 
was  $111,504;  grants  to  free  public  li- 
hraries,  $37,560;  grants  to  school  libra- 


ries, $106,027;  personal  visits  to  libraries, 
253;  libraries  reporting,  625;  circtilation 
reported,  26,003,009  by  5,330^26  v. 
Central 

Harriette  E.  Sessions,  Pratt,  '10,  has 
been  appointed  librarian  of  the  high 
school  at  Davenport,  Iowa. 
■  Millie  M.  Smith,  for  sometime  connec- 
ted with  the  Public  library  of  Cincinnati, 
has  been  appointed  librarian  of  Toledo 
university,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

John  Gilpin  Pyle,  author  of  the  Life 
of  James  J.  Hill,  has  been  appointed  li- 
brarian of  the  James  J.  Hill  reference  li- 
brary at  St  Paul. 

Miss  Kitty  W,  Sherwood  has  returned 
to  the  Public  library  of  Cincinnati. 
Some  years  ago  Miss  Sherwood  was  con- 
nected with  the  business  office  of  that 
library. 

Alice  Charlton,  Simmons,  '12,  has 
been  appointed  librarian  in  the  offices 
of  the  Minneapolis  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. 

Louise  Thompson,  special  '13-14,  has 
received  an  appointment  in  the  Public 
library,  Detroit,  Mich. 

The  marriage  of  Anne  Belle  Eraser 
to  Erank  K.  Leiden deker  of  Wellton, 
Ariz.,  is  announced.  Miss  Eraser  was 
formerly  librarian  of  the  Commonwealth 
Edison  Company,  Chicago. 

Earl  H.  Davis,  N.  Y.  State,  '15-'16, 
has  resigned  his  position  with  the  North 
Dakota  State  library  commission  as  legis- 
lative reference  librarian  to  succeed  An- 
drew L.  Bostwick  as  municipal  reference 
librarian  at  the  St.  Louis  public  library. 

A.  D.  Keator,  of  Carlton  college, 
Northfield,  Minnesota,  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Minnesota  library  asso- 
ciation by  the  Executive  committee.  Miss 
Newhard  of  Virginia,  Minnesota,  re- 
signed the  office  on  account  of  her  ex- 
pected absence  from  the  state. 

In  making  up  the  budget  of  the  Cleve- 
land public  library  for  1917,  the  Library 
Board  added  $30,000  to  the  appropria-  ' 
tion  for  salaries  and  revised  the  entire 
salary  schedule,  re-grading  the  staff  ac- 
cording to  the  new  schedtSe.    B^nntng 
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salaries  are  increased  25  percent  by  tbis 
new  schedule. 

Eliza  Gordon  Browning  for  25  years 
librarian  of  Indianapolis  public  library 
and  connected  with  its  service  for 
many  years  previously,  has  offered  her 
resignation.  Under  Miss  Browning's 
charge  the  library  has  developed  from 
a  few  thousand  volumes  to  a  system  of 
a  main  library,  12  branch  libraries,  60 
school  stations  with  ISO  depository  li- 
braries in  150  factories,  stores  and  other 
institutions.  She  wishes  at  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  building  to  be  re- 
lieved from  the  responsibility  of  the 
future  development  of  the  library  in 
order  to  more  freely  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
her  early  sowing. 

Grace  Shellenberger  has  been  ap- 
pointed supervising  librarian  of  State 
institutions  in  Iowa  to  take  the  place 
of  Miss  Eliza  Townsend,  recently  re- 
signed to  be  married. 

Mary  B.  Lindsay,  after  22  years  of 
arduous  labor  in  the  Public  library  of 
Evanston,  Illinois,  has  resigned  on  ac- 
count of  ill-health.  Miss  Lindsay  went 
from  Peoria  public  library  to  the  New 
York  State  library  school,  Albany,  and 
after  her  course  she  went  to  Evanston. 
She  has  been  a  faithful  and  hardworking 
member  of  the  Illinois  library  association 
since  it  was  founded  in  1896. 

The  death  of  Miss  Lindsay  occurred 
on  January  25. 

Mr  C.  J.  Barr,  for  14  years  connected 
with  the  John  Crcrar  library  of  Chi- 
cago, wilt  become  assistant  librarian  of 
Yale  university,  April  1. 

Mr  Barr  graduated  from  the  Univers- 
ity of  Michigan  and  took  the  library 
course  at  Albany,  New  York.  He  was 
in  the  Library  of  Congress  for  a  short 
time  and  then  became  reference  librarian 
at  the  John  Crerar  library.  When  Mr 
Hopkins  left  he  was  made  assistant  li- 
brarian and  has  been  a  valuable  member 
of  the  Crerar  staff  ever  since.  He  was 
elected  president  of  the  Illinois  library 
association  twice,  has  been  president  of 
Chicago  library  club  and  a  member  of 
important  committees  in  both  organiza- 
tions. 


Edith  O'Brien  has  been  appointed  to 
the  cataloging  department,  Public  library, 
Birmingham,  Alabama. 

Jessica  G.  Cone,  N.  Y.  State,  '98,  who 
spent  the  first  six  months  of  1916  as  as- 
sistant in  the  Goodwyn  Institute  library, 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  returned  in  December 
for  a  similar  engagement. 

Helen  V.  Stelle,  Pratt,  '13,  reference 
librarian  of  the  Public  library  at  Su- 
perior, Wisconsin,  has  been  made  li- 
brarian of  the  Carnegie  library  at  Tam- 
pa, Florida. 

Leila  Kemraercr,  B.  L.  S.,  N.  Y.  State, 
'16,  resigned  her  position  as  first  assist- 
ant in  the  Goodwyn  Institute  library, 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  join  the  staff  of  the 
National  Museum  library  at  Washington 
as  temporary  cataloger. 

Mary  Baines  has  been  appointed  head 
of  the  children's  department  of  the  Pub- 
lic library,  Birmingham,  Alabama.  Miss 
Baines  graduated  from  De  Pauw  uni- 
versity, '13,  Carnegie  library  school,  '14, 
and  has  been  children's  librarian  in  St. 
Louis  public  library  since. 

The  city  of  Macon,  Georgia,  received 
a  New  Year's  gift  from  Mrs  Helen 
Washington  Bellamy  in  the  shape  of  a 
building  site  valued  at  $20,000  and  $50,- 
000  with  which  to  erect  a  public  library 
building.  The  city  has  appropriated  $5,- 
000  annual  maintenance  fund,  in  appre- 
ciation of  the  gift. 

West 

Marie  Pinny  has  been  appointed  chil- 
dren's librarian  of  the  Public  library  of 
Boise,  Idaho. 

Mabel  Wilkinson  has  been  appointed 
librarian  of  Platte  county  public  li- 
brary, Wheatland,  Wyoming. 

Mrs  A.  B.  Longstaff  of  Huron,  has 
been  appointed  a  member  of  the  State 
library  commission  of  South  Dakota. 

Lena  R.  Fenton  has  resigned  as  li- 
brarian of  Platte,  Wyoming,  and  has 
accepted  a  position  in  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Boulder,  Colorado. 

Geneva  Cook,  for  sometime  assistant 
librarian  of  the  Public  library  of  Boze- 
man,  Montana,  has  been  appointed  head 
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librarian  to  succeed  Elizabeth  McCord, 
resigned, 

C.  W.  Sumner,  librarian  of  the  North 
Dakota  state  university,  was  married  De- 
cember 25,  to  Florence  F.  Gillette  at  her 
father's  home  in  Toledo,  Ohio. 

A  collection  of  more  than  1,000  stere- 
opticon  views  has  been  presented  to 
the  Public  library  of  Omaha,  Nebraska, 
and  is  to  be  known  as  the  William 
Wallace  collection. 

The  plans  for  the  new  library  build- 
ing for  the  University  of  Wyoming  have 
been  accepted.  It  is  an  interesting  fact 
that  a  man  connected  with  the  univer- 
sity should  be  awarded  the  first  place  for 
the  new  building  in  this  contest  with 
other  architects. 

Padfic  Coast 

Alice  See  has  resigned  her  position 
with  the  Hood  River  county  library, 
Oregon,  to  become  librarian  of  Phillips 
university  in  Enid,  Oklahoma. 

Genevra  Brock,  formerly  librarian  at 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  later  of  the  staff 
at  Pomona,  Cal.,  has  joined  the  staff  of 
the  Madera  Co.  library  of  California. 

Miss  Laura  Steffens,  for  some  years 
assistant  in  the  State  library,  California, 
has  been  appointed  head  of  the  Sutro 
branch  opened  in  San  Francisco,  Janu- 
ary 2. 

Anne  D.  Swczey,  for  some  time  libra- 
rian of  the  Public  library,  Salem,  Oregon, 
formerly  librarian,  East  Chicago,  Indi- 
ana, has  resigned  her  position  and  will  be 
married  in  February  to  Robert  H.  Arm- 
strong of  Seattle,  Wash. 

Flora  M.  Case,  school  librarian  of 
Salem,  succeeds  Miss  Swezey. 

Mrs  F.  E,  Harman,  who  has  been  well 
known  as  a  most  valuable  member  of 
the  Los  Angeles  library  board,  has  been 
appointed,  by  Governor  Johnson,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  library  board.  Mrs  Har- 
man is  the  first  woman  to  be  appointed 
to  this  position. 

The  late  annual  report  of  the  Li- 
brary association  of  Portland,  Oregon, 
records  the  number  of  books  drawn 
for  home  use,  1,468,793.  There  are  now 


83,387  card  holders  in  the  county 
which  the  library  serves.  "Meetings 
representing  every  interest  and  lec- 
tures touching  upon  practically  every 
field  of  knowledge,  have  been  held 
throughout  the  year."  There  were  2,- 
911  meetings  with  an  attendance  of 
11,464.  The  largest  increase  in  the  use 
of  the  books  was  in  the  technical  de- 
partment. The  various  departments 
show  an  increase  in  use,  that  of  the 
reference  department  being  70  per  cent. 
The  biennial  report  of  the  California 
state  library,  '14-'I6,  refers  again  to  the 
crowded  condition  of  the  library  al- 
though calling  attention  to  a  great 
deal  of  re-arrangement  that  has  been 
done  with  the  idea  of  giving  more  con- 
venience and  space  to  both  the  work- 
ers and  the  readers.  The  appropria- 
tion for  the  two  years  was  $197,200. 
This  sum  is  not  enough  to  carry  on  the 
work  which  has  been  increasing  and 
extending,  particularly  in  the  county 
library  movement.  An  appeal  for  in- 
creased funds  is  made.  The  work  for 
the  blind  has  been  specially  effective 
and  has  increased  considerably  during 
the  period.  The  Sutro  branch  is  ready 
to  open  its  doors  but  there  is  no  ap- 
propriation to  provide  workers  so  that 
help  is  to  be  sent  from  the  library  of 
Sacramento  to  this  branch  which  is  lo- 
cated in  San  Francisco.  A  bond  issue 
to  provide  $3,000,000  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  new  library  building  was  ap- 
proved at  the  general  election,  1914. 
Plans  are  now  on  the  way  for  the  build- 
ing. Thirty-five  counties  have  county 
libraries.  Total  income,  $481,751 ;  527.- 
340  books,  1,898  branches  serving  7.028 
school  districts. 


Wanted — 832  shelves  with  brackets 
and  clutches  to  be  used  on  clutch  stack 
made  by  Library  Bureau.  Address, 
Trinity  College  library,  Durham,  N.  C, 


LIBR.A.RL^N  wanted  for  the  med- 
ical library  of  a  sanitarium.  Age  and 
sex  immaterial.  State  full  particulars 
to  A.  Z,,  500,  c|o  Library  Bureau.  Chi- 
cago. 
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ine  largest  oooRsiore  tn  me  woria." 

See  UKdH^UrmCHkago,  page  43,  "Tour  United  Stata,"btAnwidBaaea 

TT  is  rect^nized  all  over  the  country  that  we  earned  this  repu- 
tation because  we  have  on  hand  at  all  times  a  more  complete 
assonmenc  of  the  books  of  all  publishers  than  can  be  found  on  the 
shelves  of  any  other  bookdealer  in  the  entire  United  States.  Our 
stock  comprises  agricultural  and  technical  works,  theological  and  relig- 
ious books,  school  and  college  text  books,  etc.,  besides  the  works  in 
miscellaneous  literature  that  one  expects  to  find  in  a  general  book  store. 

OUR   LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

is  devoted  exclusively  to  the  interests  of  Public  Libraries,  Schools, 
Colleges  and  Universities,  and  our  long  experience  and  familiarity 
with  this  special  branch  of  the  book  business  enables  us  to  offer  a 
most  efficient  service. 

We  should  like  to  have  all  librarians  visit  our  store  with  the  same 
natural  ardor  expressed  by  Mr.  Bennett,  or  if  not  in  town,  to  have  a 
natural  tendency  to  send  us  their  book  orders. 

LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

A.  C.  McCLURG  &  CO.,  Chicago 
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TIBRARY  Bureau  borrowers'  cards,  for  use  in  the  Newark  charging 
I  system,  are  carried  in  stock  in  buff  card  index  board,  extra  heavy 
J_J  weight.    Other  colors  to  order. 

Card  no.  1127.1  has  columns  headed  "Due"  and  "Returned";  no.  1127.2 
has  columns  "Loaned"  and  "Returned".  Cards  are  furnished  with  or 
without  name  of  library. 

These  supplies,  so  necessary  to  proper  library  administration,  are  made 
of  selected  materia!  and  with  the  care  and  skilled  workmanship  that  char- 
acterizes all  Library  Bureau  product 

Our  new  catalog  "Library  supplies"  treats  on  subjects  of  interest  to  all 
librarians  and  covers  our  complete  supply  line.  This  is  the  most  compre- 
hensive catalog  ever  issued  on  this  subject.   A  copy  is  yours  for  the  asking. 

Library  Bureau 

DaailDsn  anJ  ukan  of 


«.  G  North  MichiyiD  iv.  31E 

(.Oat  block  south  from  A.  L.  A.  hcad<]ii>rterB) 

SoloRNWU  in  kadiig  dim  in  (A<  Utiittd  Stala,  Gnu/  Britain  and  Fhmc€ 
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IIBRARY  Bureau  book  or  charging  cards  for  use  with  the  Newark  and 
Browne  charging  systems  are  furnished  in  both  narrow  column  rul- 
^  ing   (cat.  nos.  1145  and  1148),  and  the  newer  form  wide  column 
ma  (cat.  nos.  1150  and  1151).   Most  librarians  will  find  the  wide  column 
which  allows  greater  space  for  the  entry  of  date  and  borrower's  number, 
more  convenient  than  the  narrow.    These  cards  are  carried  in  six  colors. 
The  charging  card  1152  is  a  new  form  for  use  with  the  L.  B,  Simplified 
ch^ging  system,  and  is  furnished  in  white  only. 

These  supplies,  so  necessary  to  proper  library  administration,  are  made 
of  selected  material  and  with  the  care  and  skilled  workmanship  that  char- 
acterizes all  Library  Bureau  product. 

Our  new  catalog  "Library  supplies"  treats  on  subjects  of  interest  to  all 
librarians  and  covers  our  complete  supply  line.  This  is  the  most  compre- 
hensive catalog  ever  issued  on  this  subject.   A  copy  is  yours  for  the  asking. 

Library  Bureau 

Dadinart  ■■d  nakan  at 

T««hBioal    librarr     furniture     and    auppllea 

Btael    bookataek  Huaenm    oaiei 


SaUtTBomt  in  Uadina  cititi  in  the  Unittd  StaUs,  Gnat  Britaiii  and  Fntia 
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The  Largest  RetaU  Book  Business 


John  Wanamaker  Stores 

Librarians  will  find  our  facilities  the  best  and  the  prices  lowest.  Weliave  first  call 
on  anj  special  opportunitleB  which  publishers  have  to  offer  and  naturally  have  the 
pick  of  tile  best  the  market  affords.  Any  book  extent  is  here,  or  will  be  secured  if 
attainable  anywhere.  We  specialize  in  procuring  out-of-print  books.  Lists  tor  quo- 
tations receive  prompt  attention.    The  following  catalogues  will  be  sent  upon  request: 

Catalogue  of  Book  Bargains 

Issued  in  February 

SO  per  cent  to  80  per  cenf  below  publication  prices 

Handy  Catalogue  of  Books,  Magazines  and  Book 
Specials  for  1917 

JOHN  WANAMAKER 

Phlladelptila  New  York 


READY! 

ChiverS'  1916  Catalog  for  Public 
Libraries 

Offering  twelve  thousand  selected  books. 

Standard  and  new  fiction. 

Adult  and  Juvenile  replacements. 

Contains  data  of  special  interest  to  libraiians. 

Lists  best  editions,  and  reprints,  etc. 

Gives  publishers,  published  price,  and  price  in  Chivers'  three  styles  of  binding — 

Half  Leather  Full  Buckram  Rnnforced  in  pablisbers'  covers 

Stat  frtt  to  hbranana  upon  rtqutat 

Chivers  Book  Binding  Co. 

911-913  Atlantic  Ave.  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 


Olizad  by  Google 


Fubt  ic     Libraries 


William  H.  Rademaekers  &  Son,  a^ 

Binders  for  tli«  Newark  Free  Public  Library 
Comer  of  Chester  Avenue  and  Oraton  Street        Newark,  New  jersey 

We  taake  Library  Boakbioding  a  speciklty  aod  lUpcTvise  nil  our  work. 

Ov«i  tbirty  veart'  experience  in  oil  Branckei  Wmm  taugbt  us  wbat  Binding  ii  moat  luitable 
(or  Ubraiiei  wia  Schools. 

S^BiZnk.,  12  BM.,  vUck  «t  «ai  biad  fTM  •£  cbarg*  H  yM  My  Mt «  lu^i  •{  Mr  VMk 
AakfarpnemUit  Puytuaviait 


DECIMAL  CLASSIFICATION 

Ootb  m  raU  rieilbl  Pardan,  or  bait  soat  «. 


Ii  t>:  full  Per«taa  o 
t  on  t  )b. 


bait  m 


ot  Library  Barcaa 

>ad  ot  O.  E.  3tccb*rt  k  Co. 

Aiirm  ■■  Hail  Ordwi  Obact  to   PaUAwa 

FOREST  PRESS 

LAKE  PLACID  CLUB,  ESSEX  CO.  N.  Y. 


QUALITY  FIRST 

BOOK  BINDING 

Eigbtoan  years'  experience  for 

Public  Libraries 

(All  Through  the  Country) 
Writ*  tor  Priema  and  Book  ofPartiealan 

THE  BOOK  SHOP  BINDERY 

314-32Z  Wart  Sapirisr  Siraal  CMcafa,  B 


The  H  R  H  Portfolio  and 
Magazine  Cover 

is  what  you  have  long  wished  for 

An  expansible  portfolio  that  wiU  hold  firmly  and  securely 
magazines,  prints  or  loose  papers 

Can  be  laid  flat  on  the  shelf  or  stood  upnght.  May  be  lettered  on  back  as  a 
l)ook.  Unlike  portfolios  of  the  bellows  variety  it  is  always  compact  and  neat- 
looking  whether  holding  a  few  prints,  or  six  or  even  twelve,  issues  of  a  maga- 
zine.  Has  adjustable  back,  top  and  bottom  flaps  and,  if  desired,  can  be  fitted 
with  side  flap  also,  eivint;  contents  complete  protection  from  dust. 

Strongly  made  so  as  to  be  serviceable,  yet  not  expensive 

It  it  made  of  stout  binders'  boards  covered  with  paper  or 
cloth  (gee  pri(»  Ifst).    Special  sizes  will  be  made  to  order. 

Hanufacturrf  fo,  THE  H.  R.  HUNTTING  CO. 

Booksellers  and  Publishers  Springfield,  Mass. 
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G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons 

Pabllsbers,  Booksellers  and  Library  Agents 


We  are  the  only  American  house  handling  library  busine&s  that  has  its  own 
London  braneh  store.    We  make  purchases  direct,  paying  commissions  to  no  one. 

CORKESPONDENCE       SOLICITED 


Reasons  for  Advertising  in  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

1.  It  does  Doi  accept  deficient  ■erven. 

2.  It  vouches  for  the  reliability  of  its  advertisements. 

3.  It  has  the  largest  circulation  of  any  library  periodical  published. 

4.  It  keeps  In  touch. 

5.  On*  page  costs  $32  with  time  discounts;  less  space  la  proportion. 

Stnd  in  copy  htfort  tht  Fiftttntk  of  the  month. 


FINE  INKS 

and 

ADHESIVES 

For  those  who 
KNOW 


I  Dnwina  Inki 


Ina  Inki 
■IWritll 


Higgins' 


DnwlBB  Boud  PaMe 
Liquid  PmIc 
OHIce  Pule 
LVeamibl*  Glue,  Etc. 
Ate  the  Flnestaod  Best  Inks  and  Adbeslves 


Adheiivei.   Tk*rwi 


the  HInliu'  laluand  AdI 
»e  ■  nrSatka  ts  yon ,  tbsT 
■rail  pnt  np.  um  withal  : 


CHAS.  M.  fflGGINS  &  CO.,  Mfis. 

(Bnacfaesi  Chlcaao.  London) 
271  Ninth  Steeet,       Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


IMPORTANT  TO  UBRXRIANS 
A  Typewriter  Exceptional 

The  Multiplex 
Hammond 


uneotlheolhi 
cry  known  lu 


thaKiiab"Preil( 


Clunse   your  type  ii 
one  style  to  another — or  any  taBgnase. 
WriUi  iad»  cuds  rUl. 

Tha  msil  pndical  ohicIiIb*  for  Ukmr  Wntk, 
Liw  trp*  tat  beak  Ullu,  buibi,  ate. 
SbulU  tat  CBTTaipaBdaiic*.  and  eandauiu  an 

All  Da»  SB  Oaa  HBlttplai. 

Tba  princinl  Libnriai  af  tke  eawiliT  oaa  tba 

Cntslos  for  tba  aikiBt 

Hammond  Typewriter  Co. 

H3  E.  SOik  Sinai  ■(  Ewl  Rlnr 

NawYarkatr.  N.Y. 
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Competitive  Library  Purchasing 

T  IBRARIANS  not  familiar  with  our  prices  will  find  it  to  their  advantame  to  aecur* 
qnotationa  from  ua  before  placiDS  tbelr  orders  elsewhere.    We  are  not  only  wiUioK 
btit  eager  to  quote  our  act  prices  od  any  proposed  purchase. 


THE  BAKER  &  TAYLOR  CO. 

WAoImoI*  Dtahr»  in  tk*  Book*  of  Atl  PiMhhtra 


3S4  Fourth  Ave. 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


'  At  Twentr-SIxtb  St. 


QUALITY  AND  SERVICE 

in  Bookbinding  for  Librciries  at  NomintJ  Cost 
WAGENVOORD  &  CO. 


WRITE  FOR  PARTICULARS 


LIBRARY   BINDERS 


LANSING.  MICHIGAN 


ANALYTICAL  CARDS 

Pot 

Btjet,  Anmican  Commonwealdi 

44  CAKDS  FOR  SO  CENTS 

btredocton'  ofhr  ntil  Sunn  1. 1917 
LtM  of  670  other  books 
analysed  tent  on  reqncat 

TBKINDKXERS 

JoBa  E.  BHott,  Dfrector 


Fifty  years  serving  Libraries 
shouM  count  (or  some  standard 

BOOKBINDING 

Why  notgetin  touch,  Mr.  Libnrian} 

R.  P.  Wmckler '""-■'• 


Onr  Library  Department 

■nppUta  Mcnrately  and  promptly 

Books  of  All  Publishers 

Oox  dlflcountt  stand  th«  test 
of  competitiTe  quotation,  and 
for  yean  ve  hare  Buppllod 
the  chief  pnbUc  and  univer- 
sity libraries  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 
Let  tu  act  as  you  agents. 
It  vfll  save  yon  kU  detail, 
and  much  expense. 

Charles  Scribner's  Sons 

tar  FAk  AvMMM  NEW  YORK  CITY 
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THE  ATHEN^UM 
Subject  Index  to  Periodicals 

/SSOED  AT  THE  REQUEST  OF  THE 

Council  of  the  Library  Association 

Vol.  I,  1915,  royal  4to,,  art  linen,  xvi  +  352  pages,  now  ready. 

The  "Subject  Index"  for  1915  oompruea  entries  of  13474  utidei,  lelectcd  from 
4^  English,  Americatk  and  Continental  Periodical  Publicationi  issued  between  Jaaaarf 
and  December,  1915.  It  i«  baaed  upon  the  Alphabetical  Subject  Heading!  of  the  libmy 
of  CangreBi  (under  revision),  modified  to  suit  Englith  practice  and  consldenbtf 
extraded.  Annotations  are  introduced  where  the  titles  of  arttdes  insufficiently  indt 
cate  the  nature  of  thdr  contents.  Magazine  fiction,  Verae  and  Eaaava  not  posseaaiiiB 
nibject  matter  arc  not  included.  The  volume  contains  an  Author  Index  and  a  Lirt  ol 
Periodicals  indexed. 

Librarians  are  informed  that  tile  edition  of  the  "Subject  Index"  for  1915  bu 
been  restricted  to  the  supply  of  immediate  requirements,  and  diat  verr  few  oviei  will 
remain  on  lale  after  putdiation.  Seta  of  tiic  following  Oast  Liiti  (or  1915  can  Kill 
be  aupplied: 

CLASS  USTS  FOR  1915  (Port  Free) 

(a)  Tbcolotr    ud    PhiloMphj.      )4    pp.       Cff)  Flos  Aiti  and   Archaaologr.     M  pp. 

,MT£^pi2.'V„"«"S?  a„«^.  iSr*  '^'^  *^-  '"**   " 

fc)  HllSJS;  <^fe.  Antbropclo,,.  »d        <»  "^^  "  "^     (F.kn-r,,  »I«.>     It 
F<.1^«.      li    pp.       (April.    WIS.)        (fl    u„gatti     and     LHtntor..       M     pp. 

C<)  EcoDomlc  aod  Politicml  Sdencea.     Law.  ruur,  1916.)     6J  enti. 

38  pp.    (April.  1916.)    35  oenta.  (t)  PmcntlTe  Hedlchw  isd  ^floie.     14 

(f)  Bdncitioii.    I«  pp.    (Marcb,  1916.)    II  pp.    (Horembcr,  UI5.)    11  ccnta. 

Sets  of  the  above  Class  Lists  (or  1915 $2.60  post  free. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  FOR  1916.  Subscriber!  for  1916  will  recdre  a  toIum 
consolidating  in  one  alphabet  the  yeara  1915-16,  aa  well  as  an  interim  number,  wfaidi, 
it  is  hoped,  will  be  iaaued  toward  the  end  of  19I6l  They  will  also  receive  any  re-itsw 
or  oontmuation  of  the  above  Oaai  Lists  which  tn^  be  publiihed  betwcco  October, 
191^  and  Septembo*,  1917.  The  propoaed  iasue  of  monthly  numbera  is  abandoned 
duriiig  the  Wai, 

Subscription  for  1916  (post  free) $12.25. 

H.  B/— A  Diacotmt  of  SO  per  cent  will  be  allowed  to  Libraries  on  tttooA  or  addi- 
tional coi»ea  ordered  by  them. 

Soh  AgtntM  fw  the  United  StaUt 

B.  F.  STEVENS  &  BROWN 

4  Trafalgar  Square  16  Beaver  Street 

London,  W.  C.  *""  New  York 
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Published  by  Library  Bureau 

6  N.  MieUfui  Ave.  Chie*(o,  DUnoit 
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NEW  PUBLICATIONS 

Selected  list  of  Ruuiait  booka,  compiled  by  ].  Mand  CBmpbell,  Director  of  Vork  witb 
Foreignent,  AlaBsachnBettB  Free  Public  library  Commisaion.  93i>.  Paper,  50  centa. 
About  400  [idea. 

tit  botAt  niHUd  biTS  bi«  choKn  wbh  ■  liew  la  niwrt»g  the  BBsdi  at  tha  RnHln  lmBU(nil  pwfil* 

The  11«  gliH  uSairtltls.  dale  ukI  pbce  of^^iatinn  nd  prtc*  IsA  la  Rndu  nd  la  Eo^bh,  ■ 
d«alptli«  DDIe  In  F'"r'"^  and  tka  T>ATjjBial  ClataKfatiDD. 
A  UH  af  flnaa  deaJin|  ia  Buidan  Boofca  ti  in  tKa  pxcCaea. 

Aecent  FVench  li/sroture;  An  snnouteil  list  of  books  retxnnniended  for  Ubraiieg,  com* 
piled  by  Suah  Graham  Bowerman  (Mrs.  Ceorfo  F.  Bowennaa).  4Ip.  Paper,  25  oenta. 
Abont  300  titles. 


41  of  Mandina.  wliicb  afa  at  the  lane  tiBK 


Iba  FimFfa  Acadaur  an  Hamd.     IfhSt  a  tn  cuspdOBi.  all  of  tha  iKicika  In  tha  Uu  haTa  baa  pobUdiad 

Leagiui  of  Library  Comnutiion*  Handbook,  1916,  compiled  by  Hen^  N.   Saobom. 
Secretary  of  the  Public  library  Commisaion  of  Indiana.     16Sp.     Paper,  50  cent*. 

the  17  lum  ptniMing  Mau  library  cOBUniiaiana  or  ilaliit  Ifae  wcnk  of  a  DDmEUHion  Ihrondi  loniiollm-aBnHT. 


AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  PUBLISHING  BOARD 

78  East  Washington  Street  CHICAGO 


A  Wide  Choice  of 

Chicago  Investments 

Safeguarded   by^ 

1.  Our  more  than  50  years'  successful  experience  in  handling  Chi- 
cago  investments. 

2.  Expert  investigation  by  men  with  years  of  training  in  this  field. 

3.  Conservative    valuations,    based    upon    our    own    carefully-kept 
records  of  values  in  every  part  of  the  city  for  more  than  50  years. 


4.  Title  guarantee  policy  and  all  legal  proceedings  approved  by  our 
own  Legal  Department. 

5.  Outright  purchase  of  all  securities  which  we,  in  turn,  offer  to 
investors.  Denominations  of  $100,  $500  and  $1,000.  Rate  Syi 
and  6%. 

Write  for  Cir^ctr  No.  9S8 

Peabo%Bbiightelmg  &Co. 

(E>UUI>|»<  isu)  10  So.  La  Salle  Sireat,  CUaa«o 
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A  monthly  publication  devoted  to  the  advancement  of  library  work 


CONTENTS— March,  1917 


Frontispiece 

Woodlawn  branch  library,  Chicago 
The  litnary  and  museum  in  com- 

merci^  education  93-95 

Kalph  L.  Power 
Choosing    books    for    children's 

reading  95-98 

The  National  library  of  Brazil      98-99 
Communications  99-101 


Editorial  102-105 

Death  toll  106-107 

Henry  M.  Ulley 

Urs  Anne  Van  Schelle 

UUi  Hai7  B.  Lindas 

Michigan  state  library  treasures       108 

New    style    of    branch    library 

buUding  108-109 

Hours  of  labor  in  the  library  109 

A  comparison 
An  opportunity  for  book-buyers        109 

Chinese  collection  in  Library  of 

Congress  110-111 


Good  publicity  HI 

American  history  course  1 12 

Nine  months  with  the  alphabet  112 
Library  affairs  in  Saskatchewan  113 
A.  L.  A.  Headquarters  notes  113 

Library  meetings  114-116 

Chicago 

District  of  Giltmibia 

Massachusetts 

Coming  meetings 

Interesting  things  in  print  116 

Library  schools  117-12^ 

Carnegie  library  of  Pittsburgh 

Drexel  library  school 
Los  Angeles  library  school 
Louisville  public  library 
New  York  public   library 
New  York  state  library 
Pratt  institute 
Simmons  colleee 
University  of  Washington 
Western  Reserve  university 
University  of  Wisconsin 

Positions,  salaries  and  conditions      122 

BeMrtnent  vf  schMl  Ubraries       123-126 

Library  legislation  in  Illinois  126-127 
News  from  the  field  128-134 


**The  beat  reading  for  the  greatest  number,  at  the  least  cost" 
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f  IBRARY  Bureau  borrowers'  cards,  for  use  in  the  Newark  charging 
1  system,  are  carried  in  stock  in  buff  card  index  board,  extra  heavy 
1    J  weight    Other  colors  to  order. 

Card  no.  1127.1  has  columns  headed  "Due"  and  "Returned";  no.  1127.2 
has  columns  "Loaned"  and  "Returned".  Cards  are  furnished  with  or 
without  name  of  library. 

These  supplies,  so  necessary  to  proper  library  administration,  are  made 
of  selected  material  and  with  the  care  and  skilled  workmanship  that  char- 
acterizes all  Library  Bureau  product. 

Our  new  catalog  "Library  supplies"  treats  on  subjects  of  interest  to  all 
librarians  and  covers  our  complete  supply  line.  This  is  the  most  compre- 
hensive catalog  ever  issued  on  this  subject   A  copy  is  yours  for  the  asking. 

Library  Bureau 

Btaal    book*t>ek            M  d  >  •  u  m    oa>«. 

Boston                                              Chicago                                            New  York 

43  Federal  It.                                            G  North  Michino  Bv.                                           316  Broadway 
Salarooms  in  Uading  dtia  in  Uu  Vniltd  Smta,  Gnat  Britain  and  Fiona 
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IIBRARY  Bureau  book  or  charging  cards  for  use  with  the  Newark  and 
Browne  charging  systems  are  furnished  in  both  narrow  column  rul- 
^  ing   (cat.  nos.  IIJS  and  1148),  and  the  newer  form  wide  column 
ing  (cat.  nos.  1150  and  1151),  Most  librarians  will  find  the  wide  column 
which  allows  greater  space  for  the  entry  of  date  and  borrower's  number, 
more  convenient  than  me  narrow.    These  cards  are  carried  in  six  colors. 
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The  Library  and  Museum  in  Commer- 
cial Education 


The  rapid  development  of  commercial 
education  within  the  past  15  years  has 
enlarged  the  concept  of  business  educa- 
tion beyond  the  clerical  aim  of  the  old 
time  business  college.  "Facts  about  com- . 
merce  contained  in  books  are  dead  unless 
inteq>reted  by  a  mass  of  experience, 
which  endows  these  facts  with  vitality 
by  showing  them  to  be  factors  in  a  pro- 
cess." The  demand  for  close  correla- 
tion of  theory  and  practice  in  commer- 
cial education  has  given  rise  to  experi- 
ments intended  to  bring  the  work  of  the 
school  in  close  relation  to  the  business 
community. 

In  full  realization  of  this  truth  there 
has  been  formed  at  Boston  university  a 
Commercial  museum  in  conjunction 
with  the  library  of  the  college  of  busi- 
ness administration.  The  museum  oc- 
cupies the  same  quarters  as  the  library. 
This  is  a  very  happy  arrangement,  for 
each  department  supplements  the  other. 
The  museum  exhibits  are  carefully  ar- 
ranged under  glass  in  the  order  most 
convenient  for  students  in  Natural  re- 
sources. Commercial  development,  Com- 
mercial geography,  Industrial  history. 
History  of  commerce  and  similar 
courses.  The  books  covering  the  the- 
oretical side  of  the  subjects  are  ranged 
close  at  hand  on  the  shelves.  Then  the 
student  can  read  and  see  for  himself 
both  at  the  same  time :  a  very  profitable 
system  of  study. 

The  explicit  arrangement  of  the  si>eci- 
mens  depends  upon  the  course.  In  ge- 
ographical courses  on  -commerce,  the 
students  must  be  taught  to  make  a  syn- 
thetic picture  of  the  country  in  all  its 
industrial   activities.      In    this   case   the 


exhibit  should  be  laid  so  as  to  give 
acquaintance  with  the  fundamental  con- 
cepts taught  in  the  text — such  as  trans- 
portation for  instance,  or  raw  material, 
manufacturers,  markets. 

For  more  advanced  courses  the  many 
exhibits  are  arranged  more  to  show  the 
various  stages  of  transformation  from 
r*^.-  material  to  finished  product,  the 
evolution  of  the  perfect  goods;  for  ex- 
ample, the  cotton  division  shows  in  rota- 
tion the  following:  cotton  plant,  un- 
ginned  cotton,  ginned  cotton,  unbleached 
muslin,  bleached  muslin,  Persian  lawn, 
calico,  gingham.  Zephyr  gingham, 
Chambray,  photograph  of  cotton  picking, 
Peruvian  cotton,  cotton  linters,  cotton 
yam,  cotton  rope,  cotton  seeds,  cotton 
seed  oil,  cuttnn  seed  oil  cake,  cotton  oil 
foots  soap,  photographs  of  cotton  gins, 
factory,  baling  cotton,  cotton  market,  and 
map  showing  gef^aphical  distribution 
of  cotton. 

The  same  evolution  holds  for  the  foun- 
tain pen  and  so  on  down  through  the 
list:  wheat,  rice,  sugar,  tea,  coffee,  spice, 
lumber,  dyes,  wool,  leather,  silk,  iron, 
steel,  minerals,  petroleum  products,  as- 
bestos, soap,  and  salt  with  many  other 
classifications  including  all  their  several 
divisions  and  sub-divisions — all  are  ar- 
ranged in  an  accessible  manner.  Since 
the  museum,  as  used  in  the  College  of 
business  administration,  endeavors  to 
show  the  students  objectively  just  how 
processes  take  place,  the  materials  can 
often  be  used  to  advantage  by  professors 
as  illustrations  in  their  lecturing  in  class 
room  work.  Classes  in  system  building 
and  cost  accounting  use  in  class,  prod- 
ucts of  the  museum  in  studying  costs  of 
articles  at  different  stages  of  factory 
work.  These  several  aids  enable  the 
pupils  to  gain  the  concrete  experience  at 
the  same  time  as  they  are  getting  the  the- 
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ory,  a  combination  which  is  necessary  be- 
fore abstract  teaching  can  be  truly  ef- 
fective. 

There  are  many  practical  helps  for  the 
museum  to  be  found  in  other  than  purely 
exhibition  matter.  The  following  sup- 
plementary aids  will  be  found  useful  in 
many  ways;  Stereopticon  views  show  all 
processes  of  manufacturing  in  their  log- 
ical order  of  developments.  These  aid 
the  museum  immensely,  but  make  a  very 
poor  substitute  for  it,  since  pictures  al- 
ways tend  to  degenerate  into  mere  en- 
tertainment. Various  maps  will  be  found 
of  assistance  for  work  on  routes  of  com- 
merce. These  will  include  mercators 
maps,  the  globe,  relief  maps,  graphs  to 
interpret  statistics,  pictures  from  maga- 
zines, travel  folders  and  advertisements. 
These  many  aids  are  not  of  the  sort  usu- 
ally found  in  the  average  type  of  public 
library,  but  they  are  vitally  necessary  to 
a  commercial  museum,  and  use  might 
also  be  found  for  them  in  connection 
with  the  regular  library  work. 

The  idea  of  combining,  in  a  small  way, 
the  museum  with  the  library  might  be 
very  advantageously  carried  out  in  many 
public  libraries,  particularly  in  small 
towns  where  the  library  is  the  center  of 
all  activities — social,  concerts,  club  meet- 
ings and  the  like.  The  library  could 
well  set  apart  a  small  room  for  featuring 
museum  exhibits.  I  do  not  mean  for  a 
moment  that  the  library  should  lose  sight 
of  its  main  purpose — to  furnish  good 
reading  for  the  public — but  since  in  the 
small  town  library  many  activities  must 
be  combined  and  usually  center  about  the 
library,  it  is  the  logical  thing  to  com- 
bine the  two.  Indeed  the  presence  of 
the  museum  will,  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, redound  to  the  library's 
profit.  It  will  mean  the  attraction  of  a 
greater  number  of  people  to  the  build- 
ing and  ultimately  a  greater  chance  to 
circulate  books.  The  methods  used  in 
the  Boston  university  commercial  mu- 
seum are,  with  slight  adaptations,  appli- 
cable to  all  schools,  public  and  private, 
whether  of  grammar  or  high  school 
grades. 

In  establishing  a  commercial  museum 
several  departments  of  the  United  States 


Government  are  usually  willing  to  co<q>- 
erate — the  Department  of  agriculture 
and  Department  of  fisheries  will  help 
freely.  A  great  aid  in  judging  what  is 
expected  of  such  a  collection  can  be  had 
from  educational  publications  and 
printed  matter  from  museums.  Indus- 
trial and  commercial  firms  in  normal 
times  gladly  contribute  specimens  and 
exhibits  of  articles  in  the  world  of  com- 
merce and  industry  showing  the  different 
stages  of  their  development.  Business 
men  an<i  manufacturers  are  ready  to  aid 
schools  and  libraries  by  sending  samples 
of  their  products.  Always  the  public 
spirited  citizen  appears  who  will  contrib- 
ute towards  such  an  educational  end  and 
private  donations  are  always  forthcom- 
ing, though  careful  discriminations  in  re- 
taining these  should  be  used.  It  would 
be  extremely  well  to  judiciously  select 
from  among  the  gifts  the  material  which 
could  be  used  to  advantage  and  to  reiect 
that  which  would  prove  valueless.  The 
specimen.s  which  are  shelved  merely  to 
take  up  space  and  which  have  no  definite 
value  have  no  place  in  a  good  museum 
collection. 

At  this  time  when  the  country  is  in 
an  unusually  prosperous  stage,  when 
there  is  the  greatest  activity  on  the  farm, 
in  the  mills,  and  in  the  stores,  manufac- 
turers are  apt  to  be  too  busy  to  bother 
with  exhibits  the  minute  requests  are  re- 
ceived. With  the  very  best  of  condi- 
tions, even,  establishing  a  museum  is  a 
-somewhat  slow  process. 

A  commercial  museum  should  repre- 
sent the  commercial  interests  of  the  re- 
gion. If  the  library  is  in  a  mining  re- 
gion its  collection  should  be  rich  in  min- 
eral specimens;  if  in  a  lumbering  dis- 
trict the  exhibits  will  be  of  raw  timber 
and  the  finished  specimens;  while  in  a 
Urge  agricultural  area,  farm  products 
would  be  the  predominating  material. 
There  is  no  section  of  the  country  so  de- 
void of  industry  that  it  does  not  offer 
some  opportunity  for  a  kind  of  labo- 
ratory or  observational  study  of  com- 
merce. Yet  care  must  always  be  taken 
against  making  the  museum  one  sided 
and  provincial.  In  a  milling  or  agri- 
cultural    section,      museum      collectors 
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should  use  every  means  of  developing 
such  a  complete  set  of  specimens  from 
other  lines  of  business  as  will  give  the 
students  and  visitors  a  balanced  grasp  of 
matters  outside  the  ordinary  routine  of 
their  own  trade.  If  the  museum  is  to 
be  educational  it  must  be  cultural ; 
if  it  is  cultural  it  must  be  comprehen- 
sive. 


Ought  the  library  to  wait  until  called 
upon  for  assistance,  or  ought  the  library 
to  take  the  initiative  in  trying  to  give 
assistance  and  spread  the  wealth  of 
knowledge  so  carefully  guarded  within 
its  wall? 

If  the  library  is  to  be  the  continuation 
school  in  life  for  thousands  upon  thou- 
sands, then  the  library  must  be  equipped 
not  only  with  books,  but  with  men  and 
women  in  a  position  to  help  in  the  guid- 
ing work.  The  library  shall  put  interest- 
ing information  in  usable  form  and 
should  circulate  it.  The  people  of  the 
community  should  be  encouraged  by 
special  invitation  repeated  frequently  to 
make  use  of  library  facilities  in  the 
answering  of  questions  on  whatever  sub- 
jects. 

The  one  thing  people  will  have  to  do 
for  themselves  is  to  think  for  themselves, 
reason  for  themselves  and  work  for 
themselves.  No  public  institution  can 
possibly  do  that.  But  the  facts  and  the 
data  should  be  furnished  to  the  people. 

When  work  and  economic  conditions 
are  such  that  all  men  will  have  more 
leisure  and  a  brain  not  too  tired  and 
strained  by  the  grind  of  the  day's  work, 
then  the  librarian  need  not  despair  as 
to  how  to  serve  the  working  class.  The 
working  class  then  will  demand  certain 
service  and  the  library  will  most  will- 
ingly and  cheerfully  serve.— Mrs.  Victor 
L.  Berger. 


The  February  number  of  the  monthly 
Bulletin  of  the  St.  Louis  public  library, 
has,  on  its  front  page,  a  cut  of  St.  Louis 
bearing  aloft  a  torch  held  in  a  receptacle 
labeled  "Public  library."  The  slogan 
"Forward,"  which  is  applicable  both  to 
St.  Louis  and  its  public  library,  crowns 
the  drawing. 


Choosing  Books  for  the  Children's 
Reading 

During  the  merry  month  of  May  li- 
brary institutes  flourish  gaily  in  New 
York  state.  At  one  of  these  meetings 
last  year  the  program  for  an  afternoon 
session  was  crowded  with  the  oratory 
of  nine  speakers.*  There  was  a  trustee, 
a  librarian,  a  clubwoman,  an  engineer, 
a  Sunday  school  teacher,  a  public  school 
teacher,  two  pastors,  a  banker  and 
some  prominent  citizens.  Expressions 
such  as:  "The  library  the  university 
of  the  people,"  "the  librarian  the  source 
of  inspiration,"  "the  boys  and  girls,  the 
future  citizens  of  our  great  common- 
wealth," "the  library  the  most  impor- 
tant branch  of  the  educational  system," 
etc.,  etc.,  were  sprinkled  plentifully 
throughout  the  speeches.  Now  and 
then  reference  was  made  to  the  inspira- 
tional and  recreation  functions  of  the 
library  but  without  fail  every  one  of 
the  speakers  declared,  emphasized  and 
reiterated  the  duty  of  the  librarian  to 
furnish  information  to  the  children  so 
that  they  may  grow  up  into  useful 
citizens.  At  the  end  of  the  seventh 
speech  a  folded  p.  slip  came  traveling 
down  the  line.  On  it  was  penciled 
these  words:  "A  cat  has  nine  lives 
how  many  lives  has  a  librarian?"  A 
little  later  a  weary  looking  librarian 
whispered  into  my  ear:  "This  is  where 
I  beat  it,  I'm  going  back  to  my  hbrary 
on  the  next  train,  to  rescue  the  future 
citizens  of  this  great  commonwealth." 
This  library  worm  had  turned  but  only 
a  few  knew  of  her  turning.  That's  the 
way  of  librarians,  they  turn  in  such  a 
lady-like  way. 

You  remember  the  small  boy  who 
laboriously  read  from  his  reader,  "This 
is  a  warm  dough  nut.  Step  on  it." 
"Oh  no,"  said  his  teacher  "surely  that 
is  not  right"  and  the  small  boy  tried 
again  reading  it  correctly  this  time. 
"This  is  a  worm.    Do  not  step  on  it." 

The  world  in  general  does  not  seem 
to  heed  this  injunction  so  far  as  the 
librarian  is  concerned.  Even  once  in  a 
while  we  hear  loud  protests  from  the 
teachers.  They  say:  "We  do  protest 
against  the  growing  tendency  to  hold 
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the  teacher  responsible  for  the  whole 
life  of  the  child.  Five  hours  of  five 
days  of  perhaps  forty  weeks  is  the 
teacher's  maximum  time  allowance  per 
year  with  a  class  of  forty  or  more  pupils 
and  she  cannot  do  the  work  of  mother, 
father,  minister,  physician  at  the  same 
time,  no  matter  how  \^illing  she  may  be 
or  how  pressing  the  need." 

Then  the  librarian  comes  along  and 
she  has  every  right  to  say:  "That's  all 
very  well  but  all  these  things  are  also 
expected  of  us  plus  the  burdens  which 
you  the  teachers  add  to  our  lot.  You 
send  us  on  a  busy  afternoon  a  whole 
class  of  forty  or  more  pupils  telling 
them  'To  look  it  up  in  the  library,'  not 
taking  the  trouble  to  realize  that  hours 
of  search  are  often  required  to  track  an 
illusive  topic  to  its  lair.  Theoretically 
you  believe  in  the  value  of  books  as 
tools,  books  as  sources  of  inspiration 
and  recreation  but  what  arc  you  doing 
to  prepare  yourself  to  help  your  [)upils 
to  use  them  as  such.  You  are  shiftmg 
your  responsibilities  on  us." 

Do  you  know  about  that  woman  with 
indefatigable  energy  whose  ambition 
was  that  some  day  she  would  have  a 
tombstone  which  would  say :  She  did 
the  work  of  10  women.  By  and  by 
this  woman  had  a  nervous  break  down. 
She  was  at  the  brink  of  the  dark  river 
and  there  she  had  a  vision.  When  she 
recovered  she  had  a  new  philosophy. 
It  was  this:  Do  the  work  of  10,  by 
getting  nine  women  to  help  you."  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  is  excellent  ad- 
vice to  the  average  librarian.  In  order 
to  follow  it,  it  might  be  well  for  her  to 
reflect  "Just  what  is  my  share  in  this 
work  of  10?"  No  doubt  her  inquiry 
would  lead  back  to  .<uch  fundamentals 
as  these : 

The  library  is  an  educational  insti- 
tution, therefore  the  librarian  should 
consider  herself  an  educator.  As  an 
educator  she  must  keep  in  touch  with 
present  day  tendencies  in  education.  In 
doing  so  she  will  find  that  our  educa- 
tional methods  are  constantly  chang- 
ing. The  pendulum  swings  in  wide 
arcs.  What  was  law  and  gospel  yester- 
day has  become  obsolete  today.  The 
various  educational  experiments  bring 


with  them  their  flood  of  hterature  so 
called.  To  what  extent  shall  this  be 
taken  into  account  by  the  librarian  ?  In 
order  to  form  her  plan  of  procedure, 
and  to  outline  her  philosophy  of  work 
as  an  educator,  the  librarian's  chief  duty 
is  to  the  children  of  her  community. 
Were  she  to  formulate  a  catechism 
for  her  profession  she  might  well  ask : 
"What  is  the  chief  end  of  the  librarian?" 
and  the  answer  would  still  be  as  it 
has  always  been :  "To  give  the  right 
book  to  the  right  child  at  the  right 
time"  and  were  she  to  devi,se  a  creed 
for  the  children's  librarian  it  might  well 
have  for  its  first  article  of  faith:  "I 
believe  that  books  have  power  to  affect 
the  soul  of  a  child." 

If.  then,  the  children's  librarian's  be- 
lief and  duty  coincide  she  finds  that 
the  two  most  important  factors  in  her 
work  are  books  and  children.  She  can 
well  afford  to  limit  her  efforts  to  these 
two  factors.  Let  the  other  nine  who 
help  her  do  their  share  in  developing 
the  future  citizen,  but  the  librarian's 
first  duty  is  clearly  with  the  child  and 
his  book. 

The  chief  end  in  all  education  is  char- 
acter building.  How  many  books  on 
the  shelves  of  our  children's  room  con- 
tribute toward  that  end?  If  we  read 
the  prefaces  of  most  books  written  for 
children  wc  will  find  that  most  authors 
hope  their  particular  book  will  do  its 
share  toward  character  building.  But 
do  they?  Many  of  these  books  are 
purely  informational.  They  are  an  at- 
tempt to  provide  in  print  that  infor- 
mation which  each  new  educational 
fad  requires.  When  Nature  Study  was 
the  style  a  flood  of  books  about  plant 
and  animal  life  appeared.  When  man- 
ual training  held  the  educational  stage 
it  brought  with  it  a  galaxy  of  hand 
craft  books.  Since  dramatization  has 
entered  the  curriculum,  lo  and  behold 
the  variety  and  the  number  of  dramatic 
readers !  "The  Boy  Scout  and  the  Camp- 
fire  movements  and  now  Vocational 
training  have  their  followers.  The 
imagination  ,  of  writers  of  children's 
books  is  in  close  touch  with  the  educa- 
tors. In  fact,  the  two  are  often  one,  for 
a  constantly  growing  number  of  teach- 
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(Ts  are  authors  of  the  books  which  ulti- 
mately roach  our  shelves.  It  is  getting 
to  be  remarkably  easy  to  burst  into 
print.  This  means  that  an  increasing 
number  of  people  of  mediocre  ability,  of 
narrow  viewpoint  and  with  little  vision 
are  swelling  the  yearly  output  of  books. 
It  is  comparatively  easy  to  write  an  in- 
formational book.  An  encyclopedia 
and  a  typewriter  are  often  the  chief 
requisites.  Now  information  may  add 
to  knowledge  but  knowledge  is  a  thing 
of  the  mind,  it  does  not  of  itself  make 
character,  only  as  it  affects  the  heart- 
life  does  it  mold  character,  for  "As  a 
man  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he." 
Greater  therefore  in  their  culture  value 
than  books  of  information  are  the 
books  which  awaken  the  imagination 
and  quicken  the  emotionii. 

In  order  to  get  a  comprehensive  view 
of  the  present  day  tendencies  in  chil- 
dren's literature  I  made  a  survey  of 
those  recently  published  children's 
books  which  librarians  would  be  most 
likely  to  consider  as  being  representa- 
tive, I  took  for  my  basis  the  A.  L.  A. 
Booklist  from  September,  I9I2,  to  date. 
A  tabulation  by  clas.ses  gives  the  fol- 
lowing result:  000,  2;  100,  3;  200.  4; 
300,  15;  398,  22;  400,  0;  500,  27;  600, 
47;  700,  35;  800,  35;  Travel,  47;  Biog- 
raphy, 34;  History.  70;  Fiction,  131; 
Picture  books,  5;  toul,  477. 

This  is  an  average  of  120  new  titles 
per  year  which  are  listed.  When  we 
consider  the  great  flood  of  children's 
books  published  each  year,  the  120  se- 
lected represent  the  gold  out  of  the 
dross,  but  where  these  are  closely  ex- 
amined we  still  find  many  that  are 
merely  the  made-to-order-style  of 
books.  A  large  number  are  the  expres- 
sions of  the  newest  pedagogic  experi- 
ments, others  arc  simply  informational, 
of  the  textbook  variety,  still  others 
retell  or  adapt  the  old  myths,  folktales 
.  and  romances  and  do  not  always  im- 
prove in  the  retelling.  The  How-to-do 
and  How-to-make  books  are  filling  our 
shelves  so  rapidly  that  there  is  no  ex- 
cuse for  any  home  to  be  without 
chicken  coops,  broom  holders  or  aero- 
planes. Every  classic  fairy  tale  has 
been  dramatized  and  still  the  dramatic 


readers  come.  No  longer  need  we 
search  for  material  for  special  days  and 
holidays  in  out  of  the  way  books  and 
back  number  periodicals.  We  arc  now 
provided  with  all  manner  of  books  en- 
tirely devoted  to  supply  this  need.  The 
fiction  is  often  a  sugar  coated  pill  of 
information  on  how  to  run  a  farm  or 
what  to  do  in  a  Boy  Scout  or  Campfire 
girl  camp,  or  why  we  should  conserve 
the  forests.  It  is  only  now  and  then 
that  we  come  upon  a  real  book,  one 
with  heart  interest.  But  even  these  do 
not  measure  up  to  the  Little  Women, 
Hans  Brinker,  Five  Little  Peppers  kind 
of  book — the  kind  that  we  received  at 
Christmas  and  read  through  eagerly, 
loaned  to  our  friends  and  when  it  came 
back  was  put  on  our  bookshelves  where 
it  could  be  seen  and  loved  and  reread. 
And  they  were  worth  rereading.  There 
was  meat  and  substance  to  them.  They 
left  a  good  taste  in  the  mouth.  The 
people  in  these  books  were  real,  flesh 
and  blood  people  whom  we  could  ad- 
mire and  love  and  imitate.  And  they 
still  are!  And  here  is  the  solution  of 
our  problem.  We  do  not  need  to  be 
utterly  cast  down  because  materialism 
has  .so  largely  invaded  the  field  of  pres- 
ent day  literature  for  children.  What 
matter  if  it  has?  Have  we  not  a  price- 
less heritage  in  the  books  and  stories 
that  have  come  down  to  us  through  the 
past?  And  isn't  it  fine  that  the  chil- 
dren's imaginations  today  are  as  active, 
their  brains  as  plastic,  their  outlook 
still  as  clear-eyed  as  was  ours  when  we 
were  children?  The  chief  thing  for  us 
to  remember  is  to  hold  fast  to  our 
ideals.  To  stand  calm  and  serene  in 
our  belief.  Let  the  pendulum  of  peda- 
gogic thought  swing  back  and  forth. 
Somewhere  in  its  arc  it  is  straight  up 
and  down  and  there  where  sanest  educa- 
tional thought  finds  rest,  let  it  find  us. 
Let  us  rejoice  that  many  of  the  old 
standard  children's  books  are  now  illus- 
trated by  the  foremost  artists  and  pub- 
lished in  beautiful  editions  and  making 
it  a  joy  for  us  to  introduce  old  favorites 
to  new  friends.  It  is  this  bringing  tc 
gether  of  the  child  and  book  which  is 
our  next  consideration.  There  are  so 
many  ways  of  doing  it.  The  story  hour. 
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the  bulletin  board,  talks  to  classes,  to 
mothers'  meetings,  to  teachers,  lists  of 
various  kinds,  etc.  We  have  tried  them 
all  and  each  has  something  to  recom- 
mend it,  but  none  surpass  first  hand 
knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the  book. 
You  can  not  stir  up  much  enthusiasm 
over  a  book  which  you  know  only  by 
hearsay  or  by  reading  a  book  review.  It 
is  only  by  knowing  and  loving  some  of 
the  worth-while  books  that  we  can  cheer- 
fully withstand  the  constant  clamor  for 
the  newest  book. 

In  a  recent  editorial  in  the  Library 
Journal,  Mr  Bowker  speaks  of  "the  en- 
thusiasm in  their  work  which  is  rampant, 
one  might  almost  say,  among  children's 
librarians."  Enthusiasm  and  children's  li- 
brarian naturally  go  together.  Children 
in  the  library  are  a  duty,  an  asset  and 
a  joy.  Books  in  themselves  are  interest- 
ing, children  even  more  so.  To  be  the 
medium  through  which  one  may  bring 
the  two  together  is  a  rare  privilege  but— 
because  we  take  joy  in  our  work,  because 
we  enthuse,  most  of  us  have  responded 
to  all  the  clamor  and  demand  for  more 
and  more  service  in  ever  widening  cir- 
cles. We  have  tried  to  make  good,  but 
at  times  we  have  had  a  decided  fellow 
feeling  for  the  bewildered  chameleon  on 
a  piece  of  plaid.  You  remember  that  he 
"bust  hisself"  in  order  to  comply  with 
the  demands  on  him. 

The  last  two  or  three  decades  have 
called  for  pioneer  and  missionary  stuff  in 
the  children's  librarian.  We  had  to  rush 
in  where  the  other  angtls  feared  to 
tread  but  now  that  chiUiren's  work  in 
the  library  is  a  generally  accepted  thing, 
ha.sn't  the  time  come  for  us  to  stop,  look 
and  listen  a  bit  ?  To  seek  power  of  men- 
tal repose  now  and  then  and  to  define  our 
philosophy  of  work  and  hold  fast  to  our 
ideals.  Is  it  not  time  for  us  to  have  a 
clear  vision  of  our  duty  as  children's  li- 
brarian?—as  educators?  We  are  told 
"Without  a  vision  the  people  perish." 
Trite  as  it  may  be,  our  vision  can  still  be 
best  defined  as  being  that  of  giving  the 
right  book  to  the  right  child  at  the  right 
time.  And  the  first  and  last  article  of 
our  creed  should  still  be :  "Books  do  have 
power  to  affect  the  soul  of  the  child." 


The  National  Library  of  Brazil 

The  following  interesting  account  of 
the  Library  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  was 
given  recently,  in  a  number  of  the 
Christian  Science  Monitor: 

As  one  travels  on  the  east  coast  of 
South  America,  where  the  more  or  less 
blatant  and  showy  materialism  of  the 
new  economic  order  first  impresses, 
there  is  little  expectation  of  finding 
such  a  building  with  such  contents  as 
is  to  be  discovered  in  the  National  li- 
brary at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  founded  in 
1808.  by  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portu- 
gal, Dom  Joao,  later  the  Brazilian  King 
Joao  VI.  Coming  to  Rio  as  ruler,  he 
brought  with  him  the  Portuguese 
Royal  library  of  60,000  volumes. 

This  excellent  collection  of  books  has 
received  notable  additions  since,  Dom 
Pedro  II  having  added  50,000  volumes 
from  his  own  collection,  and  Dr  Julio 
Benedicto  Ottoni,  the  Brazilian  manu- 
facturer, donating  the  famous  "Brazil- 
ian collection."  According  to  the  law 
of  the  country,  a  copy  of  every  work 
published  in  Brazil  must  be  forwarded 
to  the  library.  The  result  has  been  a 
worthy  collection  of  books  and  liter- 
ature, including  360,167  printed  books, 
569,643  manuscripts,  6,876  geographical 
maps.  123,182  pictures  and  28,709  coins 
and  medals.  It  is  said  that  the 
languages  in  which  the  books  of  this 
library  are  printed  include  14,  and  the 
study  and  devotion  given  to  the  collec- 
tion and  modern  arrangement  by  the  li- 
brarians has  added  greatly  to  the  value 
of  the  institution. 

This  literature  is  housed  in  a  build- 
ing on  the  Avenida  Rio  Branco,  opened 
in  1910,  a  century  after  the  library  was 
originally  established.  It  is  doubtless 
the  best  equipped  institution  of  its  kind 
in  the  whole  of  South  America.  The 
building  stands  by  itself,  and  follows 
the  modern  method  of  division  into  sec- 
tions. The  main  reading  hall  accom- 
modates 136  persons,  and  there  is  a 
special  room  for  those  who  wish  to  read 
the  papers  and  reviews.  Not  the  least 
interesting  to  the  visitor  are  the  old 
and  valuable  editions,  and  the  draw- 
ings of  old  masters,  which  have  made 
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the  building  a  veritable  museum  of  art. 
Closely  associated  with  the  National 
library  are  the  organizations  connected 
with  art.  Especially  is  Brazilian  liter- 
ature encouraged  by  many  academies 
of  letters  in  various  states,  the  central 
body  being  the  Brazilian  academy  of 
letters,  with  its  center  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro.  This  academy  limits  its  mem- 
bership to  the  august  number  of  40  im- 
mortals. After  one  has  spent  days  of 
interested  investigation  in  such  institu- 
tions as  the  National  Institute  of 
music,  the  National  institute  of  paint- 
ing and  the  Academy  of  fine  arts,  all 
of  which  organizations  "arc  also  asso- 
ciated with  the  National  library,  one 
will  be  prepared  to  say  that  Brazil,  at 
least,  has  been  contributing  her  share 
of  effort  in  making  more  notable,  Portu- 
guese art  and  letters. 


Library     Conunittee     of    the     Drama 

League 
To  The  Editor : 

The  undersigned  has  been  appointed 
chairman  of  the  Library  committee  of  the 
Drama   league.     He  is   sending  out   to 
about  300  libraries  a  printed  question- 
naire bearing  on  cooperation  between 
the  library  and  the  Drama  league  and 
similar  organizations.     If  any  librarian 
who  reads  these  line-s  and  has  not  re- 
ceived this  questionnaire  would  like  to  fill 
out  one  of  the  blanks  and  will  communi- 
cate with  me,  I  shall  be  glad  to  send  him 
one,  and  to  include  his  titatistics  in  the 
report  of  the  Library  committee. 
Yours  very  truly, 
Arthur  E.  Bostwick, 
Librarian. 
St.  l^uis.  Mo.,  Feb.  7,  1917. 


Suggestions  for  That  Industrial  Com* 
mission 
May  I  say  my  word  on  "Inconsisten- 
cies" by  Traveller  in  P.  L.  22:57  and  ask, 
Why  must  we  have  charging  desks  at 
standing  height  instead  of  regular  desk 
height?  I  would  rather  stand  all  of  the 
seven  hours  a  day  than  sit  on  a  stool 
one  hour,  but  why  not  have  the  desk  so 
the  attendant  can  sit  in  a  comfortable 


swivel  chair  that  she  can  get  up  from 
easily  and  have  a  small  movable  desk 
that  can  be  placed  on  charging  desk  and 
can  be  used  at  busy  hours  when  it  is 
necessary  to  stand  until  the  rush  is  over. 
I  hope  that  industrial  commission  may  be 
appointed  right  soon.  It  may  help  some 
librarians  to  get  some  improvements  and 
help  the  Board  to  see  through  the  libra- 
rian's eyes  a  bit  more  clearly. 

M.  D. 
Kent,  Ohio. 


Paid  by  Both 

Editor  of  Public  Libraries: 

May  I  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
consideration  you  have  given  in  your 
February  number  of  Public  Libra- 
ries to  the  Cleveland  Survey  report 
on  "The  public  library  and  the  public 
schools."  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  care- 
fully prepared  digest  of  the  report. 
There  is,  however,  one  mistake  which 
I  hope  you  may  be  able  to  correct  in 
your  forthcoming  number.  I  refer  to 
the  statement  of  the  Survey's  recom- 
mendation as  to  the  agreement  between 
the  two  boards  regarding  the  payment 
of  the  salary  of  the  school  librarians.  I 
quote  from  the  report: 

The  survey  recommends  that  there  be  es- 
tablished a  corps  of  teacher  librarians,  cer- 
tified by  the  Library  Board  as  librarians,  by 
the  Board  of  Education  as  teachers,  paid  by 
both  boards,  and  appointed  to  their  posi- 
tions by  the  Board  of  Education. 

The  reviewer  states  that — - 

The  best  arrangements  for  ihe  supervi- 
sion of  the  school  libraries  would  be  to 
have  the  libraries  nominated  by  the  Li- 
brary Board,  and  the  librarians  appointed 
and  paid   by  the   Board  of   Education. 

I,  myself,  heartily  agree  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Survey.  It 
seems  to  me  entirely  fair  for  both 
boards  to  share  the  cost  of  the  salary 
of  the  school  librarians,  and  that  such 
joint  responsibility  is  apt  to  lead  to  a 
fuller  consideration  by  each  board  of 
the  responsibilities  involved  in  school 
library  administration. 

Very  truly  yours, 

W.  H.  Brett, 
Librarian. 

Cleveland  pubhc  library. 
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A.  L.  A.  Publicity 

The  following  is  contributed  by  the  A. 
L.  A.  publicity  committee : 

The  January  number  of  Advertising  and 
Stlling  prints  a  list  of  92  libraries  'Vhere 
files  of  Advertising  and  Stlling  may  be  con- 
sulted." Of  the  92  libraries,  64  are  public 
libraries  or  branches,  23  college  and  univer- 
sity, 1  state  library,  1  dub  library,  and  3 
high  school  libraries. 

The  monthly  list  of  new  books  and  an- 
nouncements of  the  A.  K.  Smiley  public 
library,  Redlands,  California,  is  conlained 
in  the  Redlands  Chamber  of  Commerce  bul- 
letin. A  similar  plan  is  followed  at  Regina, 
Saskatchewan, 

A  list  of  "Rainy  day  books,"  issued  by  the 
Brockton,  Massachusetts,  public  library  is 
an  attractive  piece  of  printing.  It  is  4x9 
inches  in  size,  to  fil  a  "loa^'  envelope,  with 
a  gray  plate-finish  cover  and  eight  pages 
"inside"   on   eggshell   book. 

Dr.  A.  E.  Bostwick,  librarian  of  the  St. 
Louis  public  library,  recently  addressed  the 
regular  Tuesday  luncheon  meeting  of  the 
Advertising  club  o(  St.  Louis  on  the  topic. 
"How  the  library  serves  the  business  man." 

The  quarterly  bulletin  of  the  New  Haven 
(Connecticut)  public  library  carries  six 
pages  of  paid  advertising,  representing  26 
'  New  Haven  business  houses.  Three  pages 
of  advertising  are  carried  oti  the  cover,  and 
six  half-page  advertisements  are  scattered 
through  the   16  pages  inside  the  cover. 

The  bulletin  of  the  Osterhout  Free  li- 
brary, Wilkes-Barre,"  Pennsylvania,  carries 
in  its  date  line  a  statement  of  the  number 
of  copies  printed.  For  January  the  num- 
ber is  500. 

Using  ordinary  wax  stencils  and  a  re- 
volving mimeograph,  the  Richmond  (Cali- 
fornia) public  library  publishes  a  4-page 
monthly  bulletin  specially  for  the  children's 
room.  The  February  number,  beginning 
the  second  volume,  has  an  attractive  old- 
fashioned  Valentine  design  on  the  front 
cover.  Inside  is  a  valentine  verse,  the  story 
hour  program  for  February,  and  the  list  of 
new  books.  The  stock  used  is  cream  tint 
"Dresden  pamphlet,"  well  suited  to  work 
nicely  in  the  duplicating  process. 

W.H.K. 


A  Plea  for  the  Assistant  Librarian 
Will  the  editor  permit  another  to  say 
a  word  in  behalf  of  these  faithful  ones 
who  seldom  venture  a  protest  in  their 
own  favor?  It  has  been  my  privilege  for 
■  a  number  of  years  to  attend  the  annual 
meetings  of  many  library  associations. 
As  is  usual  on  such  occasions,  a  recep- 
tion was  always  given  to  the  visiting  li- 
brarians and  tneir  assistants.    In  the  re- 


ceiving line,  acting  as  hostess,  was  al-         | 
ways  the  librarian  of  the  city  in  which 
the  association  was  being  held,  and  the         | 
members  of  the  library  board  of  that  city. 
But  where,  oh  where,  let  me  ask,  was  the         I 
assistant     librarian?     Usually     standing         I 
round  in  some  comer,  a  sort  of  outcast         ' 
at  the  feast  which  she  herself  had  helped 
to  prepare. 

I  should  like  to  ask  if  this  is  quite  fair 
to  the  assistant  librarian?  Is  she  not  an 
"assistant"  hostess  to  the  visitors  ? 
Should  she  not  by  rights  stand  at  her  ' 
librarian's  side  where  she  stands  so  faith- 
fully when  there  is  work  to  be  done  ?  Has 
she  not  given  of  her  time  and  her  labor 
and  her  strength  that  the  convention  may 
be  a  success,  and  that  the  visitors  may 
think  well  of  her  library  and  her  city? 
Then  why  so  ignore  her? 

Are  hbrarians  selfish  in  this  respect,  or 
is  it  that  they  are  only  a  litde  thought- 
less of  what  is  due  their  fellow  worker? 
Or  are  they  afraid  that  it  might  detract 
from  the  respect  in  which  that  assistant 
holds  her  librarian,  should  that  librarian 
say  to  her  on  such  an  occasion,  "well 
done,  thou  good  and  faithful  helper. 
Thou  hast  been  faithful  when  there  was  i 
work  to  be  done.  Come  thou  now  and 
stand  by  my  side  when  there  are  guests  I 
to  receive." 

Believe  me,  it  would  not  detract  from         I 
that  respect.     Rather  it  would  but  add 
to  it.  Visitor.  | 


Sick  Librarians 
Dear  Public  Librasies: 

What  has  become  of  the  idea  of  an 
emergency  fund  for  librarians  ?  It  really 
is  an  important  idea  and  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  languish.  If  it  were  favor- 
ably accepted  by  a  lar^e  ntunber  of  li- 
brarians it  could  be  easily  put  into  prac- 
tice without  bearing  heavily  on  anyone, 
and  it  would  be  a  Heavensent  support  for 
many  who  deserve  well  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

If  the  A.  L.  A.  or  even  the  much  ma- 
ligned Institute  were  to  appoint  trustees 
who  should  receive  and  administer  the 
funds,  say  1  per  cent  of  the  annual  salary 
of  all  the  members  for  five  years,  a  fund 
would  be  created  that  would  3neld  untold 
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relief  to  those  who  are  deserving,  not 
only  in  supplying  immediate  relief  in  an 
emet^ency  but  in  the  assurance  which 
wroiild  be  felt  that  disaster  did  not  lurk 
just  around  the  comer  waiting  to  pounce 
upon  them  the  moment  misfortune  befell 
them.  A  friend  recently  told  me  of  one 
of  the  girls  on  her  staff  who  fell  a  vic- 
tim to  typhoid  fever.  Just  having  come 
from  library  school  her  surplus  funds  did 
not  exist  in  a  large  amount  and  when  the 
period  of  convalescence  came,  it  was  pro- 
longed because  of  financial  worries. 
There  was  a  fine  convalescent  home  not 
far  away,  but  application  there  showed  it 
would  only  admit  those  totally  friendless, 
and  was  not  for  her  kind.  And  thus  it 
is.  Philanthropic  citizens  take  care  of  the 
very  poor — the  rich  can  always  be  pro- 
vided for,  but  the  in-betweens,  people  of 
refinement  and  limited  incomes  which 
stop  at  inopportune  times,  have  nothing 
done  for  them.  And  again  a  library 
worfeer  writes:  "I  caught  a  fiendish  cold. 
because  of  the  insane  method  of  heating 
the  library.  I  am  still  barking,  all  be- 
cause I  would  not  give  up  and  go  to  bed. 
I  really  couldn't  afford  such  luxury  and 
besides  as  a  matter  of  principle,  I  would 
not  forfeit  one  penny  of  my  miserable 
wage  to  the  library  by  remaining  away 
when  I  was  il!  by  reason  of  conditions 
which  the  management  had  created." 

Now  if  there  was  more  of  a  fraternal 
feeling  among  library  workers  as  there 
would  be  by  a  common  personal  interest. 
such  sad  stories  could  not  he  pinfolded. 

Will  you  not  ask  again  for  di.'^ussion 
leading  to  action  by  those  who  are  repre- 
senting the  profession?  If  you  will,  thou- 
sands of  library  workers  will  be  grateful 
to  you  and  to  them  if  the>'  take  action. 
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csty  makes  his  work  even  more  deserving 
of  commendation,  and  I  hope  that  many 
librarians  and  archivists  will  share  the 
discovery  of  Mr  Hesse  with  me. 

J.  Christian  Bay. 


The  Same  Book 

"What  every  business  woman  should 
know,  a  complete  guide  to  business  usage 
and  requirements,  with  an  explanation  of 
business  terms  and  commercial  forms," 
by  Lillian  Cecelia  Kearney,  Frederick  A. 
Stokes,  New  York,  c.l916,  was  published 
early  last  year.  A  little  later,  "What 
every  business  man  should  know,  a  com- 
plete guide  to  business  usage  and  re- 
quirements, with  an  explanation  of  busi- 
ness terms  and  commercial  forms,"  by 
L.  C.  Kearney,  Frederick  A.  Stokes, 
New  York,  c.1916,  was  extensively  ad- 
vertised. With  the  exception  of  the  title 
page  and  preface  (p.  vii  and  viii)  the 
books  are  identical,  the  same  plate  being 
used  for  both  books.  It  may  not  be  a 
deliberate  attempt  to  deceive  book  buy- 
ers, but  the  use  of  the  author's  full  name 
in  one  and  initials  in  another  is  not 
ethical,  to  say  the  least. 
Very  truly, 
PuRD  B.  Wright,  Librarian. 

Kansas  City  public  library. 


A  Photographer  Photostat  Expert 
For  the  benefit  of  those  who  be  in  need 
of  photostat  reprG<luct!on  of  literary  an<t 
other  material  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
I  wish  to  recommend  the  work  of  Mr 
Henry  Hesse,  624-626  South  Third  street. 
Louisville,  Kentucky.  Mr  Hesse  is  an 
expert  photographer,  and  his  work  is  the 
very  best  I  have  seen.  His  reproductions 
of  maps  have  proven  perfect.    His  mod- 


In  this  country  and  abroad,  I  have 
obser\'e<l  that  those  communities  which 
have  most  enlightenment  are  the  most 
progressive,  the  soundest  and  the  most 
wholesome  in  every  way.  A  public  li- 
brary ministers  to  enlightenment. 

1  believe  that  the  greatest  resource 
any  city  or  state  has  is  in  its  people. 
Given  the  right  sort  of  people,  all  the 
material  resources  that  come  from  land. 
from  Imsiness  and  from  commerce  will 
be  developed  with  rapid  certainty.  A 
pubhc  library  helps  to  foster  the  right 
sort  of  people  by  affording  to  boys  and 
girls  and  men  and  women  the  chance 
for  informing  themselves  as  to  the  best 
that  is  being  thought  and  achieved  in 
every  field  of  knowledge. 

I  earnestly  hope  that  the  city  may 
establish  a  public  library,  and  establish 
It  now.— Rl.  Reir  D.  J.  O'Connell,  Bishop 
of  Richmond,  Fa. 
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Catalogera  wanted—  What  has  happened 
to  the  catalogers?  From  all  over  the 
country  comes  an  appeal  for  somebody 
to  attract  the  cataloger  to  institutions 
varying  from  a  mecHcal  library  used  by 
45  doctors  to  an  institution  of  the  first 
class.  Salaries  are  graded  from  $840 
to  $1400  and  no  takers!  There  is  any 
number  of  workers  in  other  lines  of  li- 
brary work  who  are  willing  to  be  con- 
sidered but  the  supply  of  catalogers  is 
short.     Who  knows  why? 

And  they  did— The  old  adage  that 
"Constant  dripping  wears  away  stone," 
was  verified  in  the  recent  action  of  the 
A.  L.  A,  Publishing  Board.  Since  the 
foundation  of  the  A.  L,  A.  Booklist 
certain  members  of  the  A.  L.  A,  have 
insisted  on  a  change  in  the  size  of  the 
Booklist  and  also  in  the  name. 

The  Proceedings  nf  ihc  meeting  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board  held  in  Chi- 
cago. December  29,  contains  the  follow- 
ing: 

Miss  Masses  exhibited  to  the  Board  page 
proof  of  a   proposed  enlarged   page  size   of 


the  A.  L.  A.  Bookiiil  and  explained  the 
advantages  of  (he  new  size.  The  Board 
adopted  her  recommendations  for  change 
beginning  with  the  new  volume,  October, 
1917,  and  tentatively  invites  suggestions  as 
to  a  change  of  name  for  the  magazine. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  since  the  suggestions 
of  the  objectors  have  been  acted  upon 
that  the  latter  will  turn  to  and  contribute 
to  the  effectiveness  of  the  effort  which 
they  have  belabored  for  so  long  and  give 
to  the  association,  in  construction,  the 
strength  which  they  have  manifested 
heretofore  in  supporting  their  ovra  views, 
and  incidentally  prove  the  righteousness 
of  their  former  contentions. 

Civil  service  in  libraries — J,  ibrarians 
throughout  the  country  will  be  deeply  in- 
terested and  will  wish  abundant  success 
to  the  outcome  of  the  contest  in  Massa- 
chusetts between  the  Civil  Service  com- 
mission which  desires  to  include  state  li- 
brary employees  within  its  rule,  and  the 
Library  commission,  library  clubs,  boards 
of  trustees  and  librarians  who  are  op- 
posed to  being  thus  included. 

A  bill  has  been  introduced  into  the 
Legislature  excluding  library  employees 
from  the  Civil  Service.  It  seems  strange 
that  so  progressive  a  state  as  Massachu- 
setts should  even  consider  putting  edu- 
cational institutions  under  the  Civil  Serv- 
ice, It  works  more  to  the  detriment  than 
to  the  betterment  wherever  it  has  been 
tried.  There  is  not  a  single  instance  of 
libraries  being  under  the  Civil  Service 
where  those  who  are  held  responsible 
for  the  work  have  not  said  that  the  work 
has  been  handicapped  by  the  require- 
ments which  have  been  imposed  on  the 
library  by  the  Civil  Service  rules. 

The  almost  utter  impossibility,  at  least 
the  extreme  disagreeable ness  of  getting 
rid  of  any  incompetent  workers  under 
Civil  Service,  destroys  the  unit  of  effi- 
ciency at  least  one-third  and  results   in 


.,,""-ii.y  Google 


Public     Libraries 


103 


the  library  and  the  librarian  being  put 
on  trial  something  after  the  manner  of 
an  ordinary  offender.  The  situation  is 
thus  detrimental  to  the  morale  of  the 
staff  and  the  service  because  it  engenders 
a  feeling  of  retaliation  and  resentment 
among  the  inefficient  that  is  very  bad  for 
everybody  concerned.  Librarians  every- 
where will  hold  with  the  Massachusetts 
library  commission,  will  hope  that  they 
will  be  able  to  make  out  their  case  in 
the  legislature  and  that  the  example  will 
be  followed  wherever  library  work  is 
afflicted  with  outside  Civil  Service. 

Where  ia  the  rtaff?— The  following  let- 
ter from  a  librarian  of  eminent  standing 
in  the  profession,  voices  again  what 
Public  Libraries  has  called  attention 
to  before  and  it  is  given  here  entire 
although  it  was  not  written  for  publica- 
tion. 

For  a  lon^  time  I  have  had  in  mind  to  call 
your  attention  to  a  practice  frequently  fol- 
lowed in  printing  library  reports,  which 
hardly  conforms  with  the  character  of  pub- 
lic libraries  .is  an  educational  institution,  in 
the  hope  that  you  might  find  occasion  now 
and  then  to  say  something  which  will  grad- 
ually improve  conditions. 

I  have  in  mind  the  rather  too  frequent 
practice  of  library  boards  and  librarians  of 
not  giving  enough  prominence  in  their  an- 
nual reports  to  the  personnel  of  the  library 
staff.  I  have  before  me  the  report  of  the 
Cincinnati  public  library  for  1915-16,  which 
is  probably  neither  better  nor  worse  than 
most  such  reports,  in  this  respect,  but  hap- 
pens to  have  come  to  me  yesterday  and  I 
will  use  it  as  an  illustration.  The  names  of 
the  board  of  trustees  and  the  officers  of  the 
board  very  properly  come  on  an  early  page 
of  the  report,  but  the  members  of  the  staff 
arc  put  in  the  body  of  the  report  along  with 
the  usual  library  statistics;  and  the  general 
impression  that  I  get  from  looking  over  the 
report  is  that  the  staff  is  not  given  as  much 
prominence  and  credit  in  ihe  report  as  the 
importance  of  the  work  of  the  staff  in  an 
educational  institution  demands.  The  bet- 
ter high  schools  and  colleges  habitually  give 
a  place  of  prominence  to  the  list  of  faculty 
members.  Would  not  the  general  effect  on 
the  public  and  also  on  the  staff  be  better  if 
more  of  our  libraries  gave  a  position  of 
fn^ater  prominence  to  the  staff  in  their  an- 
nual reports? 


I  do  not  wish  you  to  print  this  letter;  I 
am  writing  il  to  just  let  you  know  that  I 
have  been  thinking  about  the  matter,  and 
in  the  hope  that  you  will  be  able  ^om  time 
to  time  to  say  and  do  something  that  will 
bring  greater  public  recognition  to  the 
members  of  the  library  staffs  of  our  libra- 
ries, so  far  as  that  recognition  is  affected 
by  the  place  of  the  staff  in  annual  reports. 

There  is  no  good  reason  why  the 
names  of  the  staff  should  not  be  included 
in  the  many  reports  from  which  they 
are  omitted.  It  is  probably  a  mistaken 
notion  of  economy,  yet  one  can  see,  on 
examination  of  the  many  of  the  reports, 
other  places  where  economy  could  be 
more  fittingly  practiced.  A  copy  of  the 
report  referred  to  in  the  letter  is  not  at 
hand  so  that  no  comment  is  intended  on 
that  particular  library,  but  circumstances 
duplicate  the  occasion  of  it,  many,  many 
times  every  year. 

The  county  library  idea—  The  idea  of 
county  library  .service  has  found  in- 
creased support  this  year  in  the  heart  of 
the  Middle-West  as  witnessed  by  simul- 
taneous efforts  in  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Ilii- 
iiois  to  have  county  library  laws  passed 
by  the  legislatures  of  these  states.  In  all 
of  these  states,  some  form  of  county  li- 
brary service  has  been  in  existence  for 
some  time  but  none  of  them  has  a  law 
applicable  to  the  whole  state. 

There  is  no  argument  for  an  urban  li- 
brary service  that  is  not  doubly  perti- 
nent for  rural  communities  and  a  wise 
con.si deration  of  the  mutual  relations  of 
these  two  factors  of  community  life,  di- 
rects that  equal  provision  be  made  for 
both  according  to  their  needs  if  public 
attention  and  money  be  given  to  either. 
The  laws  in  all  three  states  are  similar 
in  essentials,  except  that  the  Ohio  law 
provides  for  a  state  grant  of  $500  to  each 
county  district  that  raises  a  similar 
amount  for  library  purposes — the  first 
time  that  this  Xew  ICngland  idea  has 
come  so  far  west.  A  difference  in  the 
laws  lies  in  the  provisions  in  local  gov- 
ernment and  other  points  affected  by  dif- 
ferent authorities  already  existing,  but 
the  main  point  for  which  one  feels  the 
greatest  anxiety,  is  the  interest,  intelli- 
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gence  and  singleness  of  purpose  with 
which  the  laws  will  be  administered  when 
once  they  are  enacted. 

Whatever  the  machinery  and  equip- 
ment, the  character  of  those  chosen  to 
administer  the  business  of  an  institution 
decides  the  merit  of  its  achievement.  The 
Ohio  bill  places  the  appointment  of  trus- 
tees in  the  hands  of  ils  county  judges. 
There  i.s  ground  for  hope  here,  that  these 
officers  chosen  as  fit  to  wear  "the  white 
ermine  of  the  law,"  will  realize  the  value 
of  making  the  board  of  trustees  in  each 
county,  a  high-grade,  non-partisan  -body 
that  will  apply  itself  imreservedly  to 
realizing  the  educational  possibilities  of 
their  respective  localities  that  lie  within 
the  opportunity  of  library  service. 

In  the  Indiana  bill,  special  care  is 
given  to  the  makeup  of  the  library  board. 
The  county  board  appoints  two  members, 
one  of  whom  shall  be  a  woman;  the 
county  superintendent  of  schools  shall 
appoint  two,  one  of  whom  shall  be  a 
woman,  and  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court 
shall  appoint  three,  one  of  whom  shall 
be  a  woman.  The  bill  provides  that  the 
appointees  shall  be  "'persons  of  well- 
known  probity,  integrity,  business  ability, 
and  experience,  who  are  fitted  for  tlie 
character  of  work  they  are  to  perform." 

In  Illinois,  the  power  to  appoint  the 
library  board  is  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
County  boards,  a  Ics.s  desirable  provision 
than  in  the  other  two  states  from  the 
point  of  freedom  from  political  and  per- 
sonal prejudice. 

In  Ohio,  the  examining  board  is  made 
up  of  the  librarians  of  the  two  largest 
libraries  in  the  state,  the  state  librarian 
and  two  persons  representing  rural  in- 
terests chosen  by  the  State  superintend- 
ent of  public  instruction.  This  seems  a 
very  promising  arrangement  from  the  li- 
brary point  of  view.  In  the  Illinois  bill 
(See  p,  126)  the  examining  power  lies  in 
the  Library  commission,  which  may  be  a 
thoroughly  political  body  as  at  present 
constituted,  made  up  as  it  is  of  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  chairman  and  two  members 
of  unrestricted  appointment  by  the  gov- 

Word  comes  from  Mr  E.  R.  Perry, 
librarian.  Public  library,  Los  Angeles, 


Cal..  with  regard  to  certification  of  li- 
brarians, which  states  that  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  certification  was  drawn  up 
some  time  ago  by  the  Legislative  com- 
mittee of  the  California  library  associa- 
tion but  it  was  deemed  wise  to  post- 
pone the  introduction  of  the  bill  into 
the  Legislature  until  the  next  session 
in  order  to  take  plenty  of  time  for 
working  out  properly  all  phases  of  the 
question. 

The  idea  of  general  certification  is  held 
up  in  Ohio  awaiting  clearer  plans  of  ac- 
tion. ^ 

Unique  Publicity 

Attention  is  drawn  to  page  V  of  the 
advertisement  section  where  will  be 
seen  the  rather  remarkable  notice 
which  is  of  special  interest  for  several 
reasons  to  the  readers  of  Public 
Libraries.  As  will  be  seen,  it  is  a 
special  invitation  from  Louisville  to  the 
A.  L.  A.  meeting.  Two  others  quite 
as  interesting  will  follow  this. 

A  committee  called  together  to  ar- 
range for  the  meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A.  at 
Louisville,  decided  on  this  way  of  at- 
tracting attention  to  it.  Accordingly 
on  the  first  of  the  year,  the  staff  of  the 
Public  library  at  Louisville  was 
asked  to  compete  with  original  draw- 
ings which  were  to  be  suggestive  of 
Louisville  and  the  convention.  Twen- 
ty-four members  of  the  staff  submitted 
drawings  from  which  a  jury  consisting 
of  three  Louisville  citizens,  selected 
nine  drawings  from  the  24,  each  of 
which  will  appear  once  in  Public  Li- 
DKARIES,  the  Library  Journal  and  Spe- 
cial Libraries. 

The  design  which  received  first 
award  was  drawn  by  Miss  Ruth  Theo- 
bald, assistant  of  the  Crescent  Hill 
branch  library.  This  drawing  is  the 
one  which  appears  on  page  V.  The 
second  winning  design  was  submitted 
by  Miss  Ella  C,  Warren,  assistant  in 
the  circulation  department  of  the  main 
library.  This  points  out  in  a  most  sig- 
nificant way  that  Louisville  is  withm 
easy  reach  of  all.  The  third  best  design 
was  offered  by  Miss  Berneita  C.  Ben- 
nett, a  member  of  the  apprentice  class, 
and  shows  the  sun  with  A.  L.  A.  on  its 
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face,  shining  down  on  a  map  of  Ken- 
tucky and  centering  on  Louisville,  and 
catries  the  line,  "The  Spot  in  the  sun, 
June  21-27." 

Those  who  submitted  the  six  other 
acceptable  designs  were  Miss  Esther 
Spohn,  assistant  in  the  station  depart- 
ment, Miss  Clara  L.  Behrens,  stenog- 
rapher in  the  main  office.  Miss  An- 
toinette M.  Hubbuch,  stenographer  in 
the  order  department,  and  Miss  Flor- 
ence Lee  Taylor,  assistant  in  the  circu- 
lation department. 

Mr  Settle  presented  each  of  the  suc- 
cessful contributors  with  a  token  of 
appreciation  for  the  work  submitted. 


The  New  Librarian  of  Boston 
The  appointment  of  Mr  Charles  Belden 
as  libTiirian  of  Boston  public  library,  will 
meet  with  much  satisfaction  in  library 
circles,  and  particularly  among  those  who 
have  known  the  many  Bne  qualities  of 
head  and  heart  which  distinguish  Mr 
Belden's  attitude  toward  library  service. 
The  Public  library  commission  of  Massa- 
chusetts, has  accomplished  more  definite 
and  real  work  in  the  time  that  Mr  Belden 
has  been  its  moving  spirit  than  in  any  of 
its  previous  periods.  His  work  is  entirely 
free  from  the  spectacular  and  is  charac- 
terized by  dignity,  thoroness,  sincerity, 
optimism  and  courtesy,  always. 

Mr  Belden's  training  has  been  an  all 
round  one  and  his  place  in  library  work  is 
of  his  own  choosing.  He  was  graduated 
from  Harvard  college  in  '95,  Harvard 
law  school  in  '98  and  was  secretary 
of  the  Faculty  on  law  at  Harvard 
from  1899  to  1902.  He  was  assistant 
librarian  of  the  Harvard  law  li- 
brary '02-'08,  and  was  then  made  li- 
brarian of  the  Social  law  library.  He  be- 
came state  librarian  of  Massachusetts  in 
June  XS.  He  is  a  member  of  many  pro- 
fessional and  learned  societies  and  ranks 
h^h  in  thc' circles  where  he  is  known.  A 
quiet  man,  but  he  is  always  ready  to  meet 
courteously,  any  approach  that  is  made  in 
sincerity.  His  appointment  as  librarian 
of  Boston  public  library  forecasts  a  tenn 
of  usefulness  and  excellence  which  has 
not  been  excelled  by  any  of  his  prede- 
cessors in  the  annals  of  this  institution. 


Ai  Others  See  Us 

Richard  H.  Dana,  president  of  the 
National  civil  service  reform  associa- 
tion, was  invited  by  the  Massachusetto 
library  club  to  explain  why  the  Civil 
service  commission  thought  that  the 
libraries  should  be  included  in  the  rule 
of  Civil  service.  As  his  first  reason, 
Mr  Dana  declared  that  drunkenness 
had  been  the  curse  of  government  serv- 
ice except  under  civil  service  and  that 
Librarian  Spofford  at  the  Library  of 
Congress  had  to  provide  a  special  room 
in  which  to  lock  drunken  employees 
with  whom  politics  saddled  him !  The 
Bureau  of  printing,  long  exempted 
from  civil  service  was  so  impeded  by 
supernumeraries  that  a  shed  had  to  be 
built  for  them  to  sleep  in.  Employees 
of  libraries  who  hesitate  to  testify  pub- 
licly, for  fear  of  retaliation,  are  com- 
plaining with  increasing  frequency  to 
the  civil  service  commissioners  about 
gross  partisanship  in  libraries  here  and 
there  throughout  the  state. 

In  reply  to  the  statement  that  Civil 
service  cannot  test  personality,  Mr 
Dana  said  that  personal  address  could 
always  be  cultivated.  In  some  Massa- 
chusetts libraries,  now  blessed  with  un- 
hampered control  by  hbrarian  and  trus- 
tees, he  said  he  had  seen  employees 
practically  throw  a  book  at  an  appli- 
cant and  behave  otherwise  with  dis- 
tinct surliness. 

Mr  ^Vadlin,  in  reply  to  Mr  Dana, 
said  :  Civil  service  is  adapted  to  select 
employees  whose  duties  arc  specific, 
exact  and  direct,  but  not  to  meet  the 
complex  needs  of  the  library  service 
in  Massachusetts.  It  is  impossible  for 
Civil  service  as  at  present  organized, 
to  do  the  work  as  satisfactorily  as 
library  trustees  are  doing  it  under  their 
own  regime.  If  the  library  service  ts 
satisfactory,  why  include  it  in  civil 
service  to  parallel  something  that  has 
already  been  done. 

Mr  Dana  made  mention  of  the  libra- 
rian of  Chicago  who  had  been  chosen 
under  civil  service  by  which  that  city 
had  obtained  the  best  librarian  in  the 
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fact  that  the  ordinary  rules  of  civil 
service  were  abandoned  in  the  Chicago 
selection  and  that  the  selection  was 
really  made  by  a  body  of  trained  libra- 
rians rather  than  the  civil  service.  The 
civil  service  does  not  give  a  free  field 
in  choosing  and  the  members  of  the 
civil  service  are  not  themselves  chosen 
by  the  civil  service  examination.  Why 
should  people  be  told  that  it  was  a 
good  plan  to  put  library  employees 
under  the  power  of  men  who  were  se- 
lected for  other  reasons? 


The  Death  Toll 

The  death  of  H.  M.  Utley  for  30 
years  connected  with  the  Public  library 
of  Detroit,  removes  from  the  field  of 
activity  another  faithful  worker  who  was 
one  of  the  helpful  pioneers  in  bringing 
the  public  library  into  its  present  field 
of  usefulness.  Mr  Utley  was  possessed 
of  literary  ability  and  was,  in  his  younger 
days,  a  newspaper  man  and  kept  in  close 
touch  with  the  public  press  to  the  end  of 
his  activity.  He  was  a  kindly,  genial 
gentleman  whom  everybody  liked  and 
was  more  than  once  honored  by  his  fel- 
lows by  being  placed  in  positions  of  honor 
and  trust.  He  was  elected  president  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  in  1894,  serving  during  the 
conference  at  Denver  in  1905.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Michigan  li- 
brary association  and  its  president  for 
many  years  of  active  service.  Those 
who  knew  him  in  general  library  circles, 
will  give  assent  to  the  following  resolu- 
tions offered  by  the  Library  commission 
of  Detroit : 

Resolution  upon  the  death  of  Henry  M. 
Utley,  librarian  emeritus: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commission  of  the 
public  library  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  the 
death  of  Henry  Miinson  Utley,  librarian  for 
many  years,  desires  to  record  its  apprecia- 
tion of  the  lafRc  and  careful  part  he  played 
in  laying  the  foundation  of  the  present  li- 
brary system. 

Commfi  to  the  work  in  middle  age,  with 
a  wide  experience  in  literary  and  educational 
activities,  he  entered  with  quiet  enthusiasm 
upon  the  task  of  bringing  this  library  into 
line  with  the  modern  methods  (hat  wer« 
then  arousing  the  library  world.  Becoming 
at  once  a  member  of  the  American  library 
association,  he  was  a  constant  attendant 
upon    its   meetings,   and   served    it    both   as 


recorder  and  as  president.  Thus  keeping  in 
touch  with  the  larger  movement  of  the 
times,  he  guided  with  a  conservative  hand 
the  fortunes  of  the  institution  entrusted  to 
him,  from  its  small  beginnings  lo  its  larger 
place  in  the  life  of  the  community. 

Mr  Utley  received  the  honor  of  appoint- 
ment as  librarian  emeritus  for  life  upon  his 
retirement  from  active  service.  Detroit's 
first  branch  library  bears  his  name,  perpetu- 
ating his  memory  to  citizens  yet  to  come. 
Many  throughout  the  state  and  country  will 
ever  hold  his  life  and  efforts  in  grateful  re- 
membrance. For  over  a  quarter  of  a  ceti- 
tury  he  served  the  city  as  librarian,  giving 
to  It  the  whole  strength  of  his  life. 

Wherefort,  Be  it  resolved  that  this  Li- 
brary Commission  gratefully  acknowledges 
its  appreciation  of  his  service  to  the  library 
and  the  city  and  extends  to  his  family  its 
deep  sympathy  in  their  loss. 

Many  librarians  will  learn  with  regret 
of  the  death  of  Mrs  Anne  F.  Van  Schelle 
of  Belgium  who  had  been  acquiring  in- 
formation about  library  work  in  this 
country  for  the  last  two  years.  Her 
death  occured  the  first  week  of  February 
as  she  was  on  the  eve  of  returning  to 
Belgium. 

Mrs  Van  Schelle  worked  indefatigably 
from  the  first  invasion  of  Belgium  to  re- 
lieve the  suffering  men,  women  but  par- 
ticularly the  children.  Her  big  plan  was 
to  develop  at  Papenvoort,  her  country 
place,  an  agricultural  and  vocational 
colony  along  modern  and  scientific  lines. 
She  visited  the  United  States  and  Eng- 
land several  times  in  behalf  of  her  plans 
which  she  was  very  anxious  for  educa- 
tional people  in  these  two  countries  to 
support  in  counsel  and  direction  of  ef- 
forts. She  was  present  at  the  mid-win- 
ter meeting  in  Chicago  and  secured  the 
promise  of  a  cooperating  committee  from 
the  A.  L.  A.  to  help  develop  a  system 
of  traveling  libraries  throughout  the 
provinces  in  which  she  was  interested. 

Mrs  Van  Schelle's  last  trip  to  America 
was  made  on  the  ill-fated  Adriatic  and 
the  shock  that  came  to  her  with  the  tor- 
pedoing of  the  vessel  produced  an  un- 
dermined state  of  health  which  made  her 
an  easy  victim  of  pneumonia. 

She  was  an  enthusiast  in  her  work 
which  it  is  hoped  will  be  continued  as  a 
memorial  of  her  devotion. 

The  news  of  the  death  of  Mary  B. 
Lindsay,  librarian  of  the  Public  library 
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of  Evanston,  Illinois,  brought  a  distinct 
shock  to  the  many  friends  to  whom  she 
had  endeared  herself  by  long  years  of 
association.  She  was  possessed  of  a  rare 
disposition  of  gentle  strength,  extreme 
unselfishness,  fine  regard  for  the  feelings 
and  rights  of  others  and  a  mistaken  ad- 
herence to  duty  which  was  in  a  lai^e 
measure,  accountable  for  her  continued 
ill-health  and  final  decease. 

Such  an  instance  as  the  death  of  Miss 
Lindsay  ought  to  bring  a  lesson  to  those 
who  are  perhaps  in  no  less  measure, 
striving  even  as  she  did  to  carry  obhga- 
tions  beyond  their  strength  and  at  the 
same  time  endeavor  to  make  up  commun- 
ity deficiency  for  which  there  cannot  be 
the  least  excuse.  Miss  Lindsay  had  high 
ideals  of  what  the  library  ought  to  be  in 
the  community  and  carried  for  many 
years  the  burden  which  her  community 
should  have  borne  or  else  have  been  left 
without  that  quality  of  service  for  which 
it  was  not  willing  to  pay.  Library 
service  is  sometimes  considered  a  mis- 
sionary effort,  a  mistaken  notion  always, 
and  more  particularly  so  when  it  involves 
the  sacrifice  of  the  librarian's  strength, 
means  and  time,  in  endeavoring  to  supply 
the  community  with  the  better  things  of 
life  for  which  their  appreciation  is  not 
sufficient  to  induce  them  to  pay  ade- 
quately. Up  to  a  certain  point,  duty  does 
remain  with  the  librarian,  beyond  that, 
her  effort  is  sacrifice  and  sacrifice  that  is 
not  always  necessary  or  even  wise. 
MemorMl  from    the    Chicafo   library   dnb 

It  seems  fitting  that  when  Death  severs 
ihe  connection  between  such  an  organiza- 
tion as  the  Chicago  library  club  and  one 
of  its  highly  esteemed  members  such  as  was 
the  late  Mary  B.  Lindsay,  suitable  com- 
ment on  the  severance  of  relations  should 
he  publicly  made.  It  is,  therefore,  with  the 
ssd  realization  of  what  her  absence  from 
[he  club  and  from  the  community  will  mean 
that  the  Chicago  library  club,  at  this  lime, 
wishes  to  record  its  high  regard  for  a 
much  esteemed  member  lately  departed,  and 
to  express  its  sorrow  at  the  untimely  death 
which   removes   her   from   the   ranks. 

The  death  of  Mary  R.  Lindsay  removes 
from  the  membership  of  the  Chicago  library 
club  one  who  for  20  years  reflected  credit 
upon  its  membership  and  contributed  to  the 
elevation  of  the  professional  spirit  in 
its    circles.      Her    death    deprives    the    club 


of  one  whose  personality,  made  up  as  it 
was  of  Rentleness,  dignitj^,  good-fellowship, 
optimism,  courtesy,  poise  and  sterling 
worth,  was  an  asset,  the  absence  of  which 
will  leave  a  definite  lack  and  a  sad  memory 
for  many  a  long  day.  It  is  fitting,  there- 
fore, tliat  this  club  resolves  that  this  ex- 
ample of  fine  character,  professional  excel- 
lence and  high  degree  of  ability,  forms  a 
worthy  inspiration  for  library  workers. 

Miss  Marj;  B.  Lindsay  came  to  the  Ev- 
anston  public  library  as  its  librarian  in 
1894  and  under  her  untiring  efforts,  unselfish 
devotion  and  intelligent  administration,  that 
institution  developed  from  a  few  thousand 
volumes  in  rented,  crowded  quarters  to  the 
possession  of  its  present  beautiful  building, 
its  valuable  collection  of  thousands  of  books 
and  a  library  service,  that  considering  the 
support  and  assistance  which  the  library  has 
received  from  the  community  it  serves,  is 
not  excelled  by  any  library  in  the  surround- 
ing country.  It  may  he  fairly  questioned  in 
this  connection  whether  the  recent  untimely 
death  of  Miss  Lindsay  was  not,  in  a  very 
large  measure,  due  to  her  unselfish  support 
of  the  burden  of  library  service  for  the  city 
of  Evanston  in  its  years  of  stress  and  in- 
difference, to  a  far  larger  degree  than  any 
community  has  a  right  to  ask  of  any  public 

Miss  Lindsay  ranked  as  1207  in  the  mem- 
bership of  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion, of  which  she  was  an  interested  and 
helpful  member,  always  ready  to  work  in 
its  cause  but  seldom  permitted  to  attend 
its  meetings.  She  was  a  charter  member  of 
the  Illinois  library  association  and  her  coun- 
sel and  service,  dieerfully  given,  in  its  Unes 
of  development,  were  always  valuable  and 
consistent.  She  became  a  member  of  the 
Chicago  library  club  as  soon  as  she  took 
up  her  position  at  Evanston.  She  served 
as  one  of  its  vice-presidents  for  four  terms 
and  at  various  times  was  a  valuable  mem- 
ber of  important  committees.  Her  contri- 
butions to  library  literature,  though  not  ex- 
tensive, were  always  practical  and  full  of 
useful  information. 

The  library  circle  of  this  community  has 
lost  in  the  death  of  Miss  Lindsay  a  mem- 
ber who  was  a  credit  to  its  endeavor,  the 
membership  of  the  Chicago  library  club  has 
lost  an  honored  and  well  beloved  friend,  for 
the  loss  of  whom  both  will  be  the  poorer. 


A  series  of  book-mark.s  have  been 
prepared  and  printed  by  Mr  Ward  H. 
Edwards,  librarian  of  William  Jewell 
college.  Liberty,  Missouri.  These 
book-marks  are  beautifully  printed  and 
colored  and  carry  on  the  back  of  them, 
a  quotation  from  some  notable  writer 
The  quotation  is  prettily  set  off  by  an 
ornamental  initial  letter. 
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Michigan  State  Library  Treasures 

A  memorial  presented  in  January  to 
the  members  of  the  Legislature  of  Michi- 
gan by  Mrs  Mary  C.  Spencer,  set  forth 
the  need  of  a  new  State  hbrary  building 
for  Michigan.  Attention  was  called  to 
some  of  the  possessions  which  are  in 
danger  of  destruction  from  their  insecur- 
ity in  the  present  state  capitol  at  Lansing. 
Part  of  the  memorial  read  as  follows : 

The  value  of  the  state  library  has  been 
placed  at  nearly  $400,000  and  the  follow- 
ing sets  of  books  could  hardly  be  re- 
placed at  any  price: 

Records  and  Briefs  of  ihe  United  States 
supreme  court  from  1869  to  dale. 

Records  and  briefs  of  the  Michigan  su- 
preme court;  complete  with  the  exception 
of  three  or  four  of  the  earlier  volumes 
which  we  have  not  been  able  to  collect. 

Michigan  territorial  and  stale  laws  and 
documents  which,  if  destroyed,  could  never 
be  replaced. 

American  law  periodicals;  one  of  the  most 
valuable  sets  in  the  library. 

The  Supreme  Court  reports  of  every 
state  in  the  Union.  Single  volumes  of  some 
of  these   sets   have  brought   $50. 

English  colonial  reports,  a  set  of  which 
we  have  been  fifteen  years  in  completing. 

Enghsh,  Irish  and  Scotch  reports  to  date; 
original  editions  which  have  not  been  in 
the  market  for  many  years. 

Leading  newspapers  in  the  state,  from 
1831  to  date. 

Gdi//.'»(i'i['j  Magazine  complete  from  17.M. 

Sets  of  all  of  the  great  English  and 
American  periodicals  which  have  been  out 
of  the  market  for  years. 

Collection  of  town  histories  and  genealo- 
gies, in  which  family  records  and  town  his- 
tories are  given  from  1640.  The  value  of 
these    books    cannot    be    estimated    as    the 


When  You  Buy  a  Book* 

Try  Tlit.^  Test 

Is  it  well  made  r 

Is  it  written  in  good  Engli.eh? 

Is  it  true  to  lifer 

Does  it  increase  your  knowledge? 

Is  it  helpful  in  business? 

Is  it  wholesome: 

Dries  it  lead  to  right  living? 

Does  It  enrich  your  life? 

Do  you  love  it  as  a  friend? 

Are  you  proud  to  own  it  ? 

•Issued  on  a  card  by  the   Public  library, 
Rochester.  N.   Y. 


A  New  Style  Branch  Building 

The  Chicago  public  library  is  making 
an  experiment  in  a  departure  away  from 
the  conventional  plan  of  branch  library 
buildings.  They  were  moved  to  do  this 
because  of  the  high  cost  of  ground  with 
considerable  frontage.  It  is  possible  in 
Chicago  to  buy  ground  economically 
where  the  depth  of  the  lot  is  considerably 
greater  than  the  width,  particularly  in 
the  more  populous  sections  of  the  city. 

The  first  branch,  the  Woodlawn,  on 
which  the  experiment  is  to  be  tried,  is 
the  thirty- seventh  branch  of  the  Public 
library  but  the  first  branch  to  be  entirely 
provided  for  out  of  library  funds.  It  is 
only  the  fourth  branch  to  be  housed  in 
independent  quarters  designed  for  li- 
brary use,  the-  other  three  branches  be- 
ing gifts.  Thirty-three  out  of  37 
branches  are  housed  in  rented  quarters, 
in  schools,  in  institutional  houses  and  in 
rooms. 

The  building  for  the  Woodlawn  branch 
is  placed  on  a  lot  42x125  feet  with  alleys 
on  both  sides  assuring  perpetual  light  and 
air.  The  lot  cost  $80)0.  On  this  a  build- 
ing covering  the  entire  lot  was  placed  at 
the  cost  of  $18,500. 

The  library  is  located  on  one  of  the 
iivliest  business  streets  in  its  section  of  , 

the  city.  On  the  street  front,*  a  tapestry 
brick  facade  rises  to  a  two  story  height, 
the  second  floor  containing  a  work  room 
and  staff  rest  rooms.     Beyond  this  there  | 

is  only  one  story  carrTi'ing  the  main  floor 
at  the  street  level.     The  charging  desk  | 

occupies  the  front  end.  under  the  over-  I 

hanging  second   floor   and   commanding  ' 

the  entrance.  At  the  rear,  the  floor  has 
been  elevated  to  form  a  spacious  plat- 
f(irm  which  will  scr\e  as  the  children's  | 

alcove,  with  leaded  windows  set  in  hinged 
frames  and  a  sjtecial  emergency  exit. 
The  side  Mall.--  are  lined  with  bookcases 
and  the  long  expanse  of  floor  space  has  ' 

been  skilfully  broken  by  book  cases, 
magazine  racks  and  file  cases  set  through 
the  mtildie.    Tables  and  chairs  to  accom-  | 

modate   200   persons   are   provided   and  I 

shelf  space  for  H.OOOv.  The  entire  con- 
ception is  fratikly  an  experiment  and  the 


•See  frontispiece. 
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Hours  of  Labor  in  the  Library 

The  Public  library  at  Evanston,  Illi- 
nois, at  its  January  meeting,  increased 
the  length  of  its  service  from  41  to  45 
hours  a  week,*  A  friend  of  the  library 
interested  in  finding  out  the  rule  of  other 
libraries  in  this  regard,  compiled  the  fol- 
lowing table: 

■The  salaries  also  were  increased  five  dollar! 


Board  of  directors  and  the  officials  of  the 
Chicago  public  library  look  forward  with 
confidence  to  the  complete  justification 
of  their  faith  that  Woodlawn  branch  wUl 
prove  a  happy  solution  of  a  present  prob- 
lem and  pattern,  or  at  all  events,  a  point 
of  departure  for  what  may  be  called  an- 
other Chicago  plan. 

The  building  was  opened  to  the  public 
un  Lincoln's  birthday,  February  12,  with 
appropriate  ceremonies. 

Required  hours  per  week  in  other  libraries 

Libraries                                        per  week          Vacations, 

Pasadena   public    38  10  days 

University  of  Illinois 39 

East  Saint  Louis  public 40  14  working  days 

Harvard  College 40  1  month 

New  York  College 40  1   month,  seniors,  3  weeks,  juniors. 

Newberry,  Chicago 40  2  weeks 

Somerville,  Mass.,  public 40. S  4  weeks 

Davenport.  Iowa,  public 40.75  3  weeks 

Detroit  public  41  4  weeks,  seniors,  3  weeks,  juniors. 

Dubuque,  Iowa,  public 41  (39)        I  month 

Northwestern  university  41.5  2  months 

Salem.  Mass.,  public  41.5  3  weeks 

Worcester,  Mass..  public  41.5  4  weeks,  seniors,  3  weeks,  juniors 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  public 42  (40) 

Evansville,  Ind.,  public  42  1  month,  librarian,  3  weeks,  assistants 

Gary,  Ind.,  public   42  I  month 

John  Crerar,  Chicago 42  26  working  days 

Los  Angeles  public 42  26  working  days 

Newark,  N.  J.,  public  42  1  month 

Oak  Park,  III.,  public 42  (40)        1  month 

Pittsburg  Carnegie  public   42  26  working  days 

Sioux  City,  Iowa,  public 42  1  month 

Springfield,  III.,  public   43  3  weeks 

Denver,  Colo.,  public  43.5  3  weeks 

Chicago  public    45 

Rocktord  public  45  ^  years,  2  weeks;  5  years,  3  weeks:    Libra- 
rian.   I    month. 

Summary : 
!(■  libraries,  average  per  week,  41.5  hours 

Vacations : 

1  library'.  2  months 

11   libraries,  1  month  to  all 
3  libraries,  1  month  seniors,  3  weeks  juniors 

3  libraries,  1  month  librarian,  3  weeks  assista       <>'» 

4  libraries,  3  weeks  to  all 

2  libraries,  less  than  3  weeks  Ex-Librarian. 


An  Opportunity  for  Book  Buyers 

Mr  J.  C.  Bay,  head  classifier  of  the 
John  Crerar  library,  Chicago,  and  the 
director  of  its  medical  department,  will 
go  to  Denmark  about  April  1,  for  a  stay 
of  three  months.  Mr  Bay  has  received 
a  scholarship  from  the  Danish  American 
society  which  he  will  use  in  giving  to  the 
Danish  people  correct  information  con- 


cerning Danish  Americans.  While  in 
Scandinavia,  Mr  Bay  will  serve  as  col- 
lector and  buyer  of  books  and  other 
reference  materials  for  several  of  the 
large  American  libraries  that  are  avail- 
ing themselves  at  this  time,  of  his  well- 
known  bibliographic  knowledge  as  well 
as  his  knowledge  of  the  .sources  of 
European  material. 
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The  ChinCBc  CoUection  of  the  Library 
of  Congress* 

The  Library  of  Congress  has  added 
largely  to  its  Chinese  collection  during 
.the  past  few  years  and  as  a  result  now 
stands  first  in  this  field  among  libraries 
of  the  New  World  and  probably  third 
among  the  Chinese  libraries  in  Western 
countries.  It  has  about  40,000  v.  of  Chi- 
nese printed  books  and  manuscripts 
bound  in  book  form,  occupying  1,594 
feet  of  shelf  space.  Hesides  these  there 
are  large  Japanese  and  considerable 
Korean,  Manchu,  Mongol  and  Tibetan 
collections,  which  in  many  cases  supple- 
ment the  Chinese  collection  proper,  a 
large  proportion  of  these  books  beii^ 
verbatim  reprints  or  else  exact  transla- 
tions of  Chinese  works.  There  are  some 
10,000  V.  in  these  collections,  making 
50,000  V.  in  alt  in  the  East  Asiatic  col- 
lections of  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Not  only  does  the  Library  of  Congress 
stand  first  in  the  Mew  World  in  the 
number  of  its  Chinese  books,  but  also  it 
takes  the  first  place  among  all  Chinese 
hbraries  in  Western  countries  in  having 
a  classified  card  catalog  which  covers 
not  only  all  independent  works  but  also 
all  works  included  in  the  Ts'ung  shu,  or 
collections  of  reprints  that  constitute  so 
vital  a  part  of  any  working  Chinese 
library. 

The  proper  classification  of  this  ma- 
terial has  been  difficult,  but  finally  the 
catalog  division  of  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, with  the  collaboration  of  Dr  Hing 
Kwai  Fung  and  Prof  S.  C.  Kiang,  and 
through  the  persistent  energ)-  of  Mr 
M.  J.  Hagerty,  has  been  able  to  utilize 
the  system  of  classification  em])loyed  in 
Ch'ien  Lung's  Imperial  catalog  of  Chi- 
nese literature  {Ssii  ku  ch'iian  shu  tsung 
mu),  adapted  to  modern  library  use  by 
assigning  letters  (A,  B,  C,  D)  to  the  four 
great  classes  recognized  by  Chinese  bibli- 
ographers, and  decimal  numbers  to  the 
sub-classes.  This  systematic  carrying 
out  of  the  classification  of  the  Chinese 
books  in  the  Library  of  Congress  and  of 

•A  talk  by  Dr.  Walter  T.  Swingle  of  the 
Bureau  of  plant  industry,  before  the  District 
of  Columbia  library  association  on  Decem- 
ber 13,  1916.  Reported  by  Dr.  T.  W. 
Koch. 


the  reprints  of  the  Ts'ung  shu  has  made 
the  Library  of  Congress  collection  with- 
out question  the  most  easily  accessible  to 
scholars  of  any  Chinese  library  in  West- 
ern countries. 

The  Library  of  Congress,  however, 
not  only  has  one  of  the  largest  and  prob- 
ably the  best  arranged  collection  in  West- 
ern countries,  but  also  is  fortunate  in 
possessing  many  very  rare  or  very  valu- 
able works  which  would  be  highly  prized 
even  in  China.  .\n  exhibition  recently 
prepared  in  the  Library  of  Congress 
shows  nine  Sung,  Kin  and  Yiian  dynasty 
imprints,  and  two  early  Ming  imprints, 
printed  before  1450  A.  D,  Some  of  these 
works  are  of  great  interest,  being  edi- 
tions supposed  to  have  been  lost  even  in 
the  Orient.  Besides  these  early  works 
dating  from  the  twelfth,  thirteenth,  four- 
teenth and  fifteenth  centuries,  the  same 
exhibit  contains  authentic  material  illus- 
trating the  three  largest  books  in  the 
world.  They  are :  1 )  The  Great  Ming 
F.ncyclopedia,  Vinig  !o  ta  Hen,  begun  in 
1403  and  finished  in  1409,  which  origin- 
ally  embraced  22,937  large  folio  volumes 
about  one-half  inch  thick  and  which  took 
the  equivalent  of  eight  thousand  years* 
work  in  compilation;  2)  l"he  Imperial 
encyclopedia,  Tu  sbu  chi  ch'eng,  the 
largest  printed  book  in  China,  embracing 
5,044  volumes;  and  3)  The  Ssu  ku 
ch'iian  shu  manuscript,  a  monumental 
collection  made  by  the  order  of  the 
Manchu  Emperor,  Ch'ien  Lung,  from 
1773  to  1782,  and  including  all  of  the 
principal  works  in  the  Chinese  language. 
It  embraces  3,511  works  in  about  40,- 
000  V.  Of  the  Imperial  encyclopedia, 
which  alone  of  the  three  was  printed,  the 
Library  has  volumes  on  exhibition  from 
all  three  printed  editions  and  has  a  com- 
plete set  of  the  second  large-print  edi- 
tion. The  other  two  works  exist  only 
in  manuscript  form,  but  two  volumes  of 
the  Yung  lo  ta  Hen  are  exhibited,  one 
the  property  of  the  Library  and  one 
loaned.  Of  the  Ssu  ku  ch'iian  shu  manu- 
script one  complete  work  in  nine  volumes 
is  shown,  which  bears  the  seal  of  the 
Emperor  Ch'ien  Lung  and  probably  be- 
longed to  his  private  library. 

Many  of  the  ancient  and  rare  books 
in  the  Library  of  Congress  show  by  the 
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seal  imprints  that  they  formerly  belonged 
to  Imperial  libraries,  some  showing  Im- 
perial seals  as  far  back  as  the  Ming 
dynasty. 

The  Library  of  Congress  collection 
covers  all  fields  of  Chinese  literature,  but 
special  attention  has  been  given  in  the 
past  few  years  to  securing  works  on  sub- 
jects that  seem  especially  important  at 
this  time.  For  instance,  particular  at- 
tention has  been  given  to  the  purchase  of 
Chinese  geographical  works,  a  branch  of 
literature  of  great  importance,  since  it 
not  only  gives  accurate  physical  descrip- 
tions of  the  various  parts  of  China,  but 
interesting  accounts  of  the  history  and 
natural  productions  of  the  1,800  and 
more  administrative  districts  of  China. 
The  Library  of  Congress  now  contains 
more  than  450  works  of  this  character 
and  there  are  in  addition  some  260  in  the 
John  Crerar  librarj-  of  Chicago  which 
are  not  duplicated  in  Washington.  The 
two  collections  together  amounting  to 
more  than  700  geographical  works,  make 
this  country  richer  than  any  other  West- 
em  coimtry  in  works  of  this  character, 
France  being  next  with  a  few  more  than 
600  of  such  works  in  the  libraries  of 
Paris. 

The  Chinese  works  in  the  Library  of 
Congress  are  in  constant  use  by  the  in- 
vestigators of  the  Department  of  agri- 
culture in  connection  with  exploration 
work  being  carried  on  in  China  looking 
toward  the  discovery  and  introduction 
into  this  country  of  valuable  new  crop 
plants. 

It  is  probable  that  as  the  Chinese  col- 
lection of  the  Library  of  Congress  be- 
comes better  known  it  will  be  largely 
used  by  all  investigators  of  East  Asiatic 
subjects. 


I  say  the  profoundest  service  that 
poems  or  any  other  writings  can  do  for 
their  reader,  is  not  merely  to  satisfy  the 
intellect  or  supply  something  polished  and 
interesting,  nor  even  to  depict  great  pas- 
sions, or  persons,  or  events,  but  to  fill  him 
with  vigorous  and  clean  manliness,  re- 
ligiousness, and  give  him  good  heart  as  a 
radical  possession  and  habit. — iV alt 
It'hitmon. 


Good  Publicity 
In  the  recent  "Good  Book  week"  at 
Davenport,    Iowa,    a    circular   with    the 
heading  "I  am  the  Public  Library,  Dav- 
enport's mental  service  station,"  and  fol- 
lowed by  a  picture  of  the  library  building, 
was  distributed.     Five  pages  of  catchy 
sentences  with   striking  headlines  made 
up  the  reading  part.    The  following  is  a 
sample  page: 
/  am 
the 
Public  Library 

I  am  the  storehouse  of  knowledge 
in  this  city. 

I  am  opportunity, 
I  am  the  continuation  school  for 
all, 

I  hold  within  myself  the  desires, 
hopes,  theories,  philosophies,  impres- 
sions, doctrines,  culture,  attainments, 
experiences,  and  sciences  of  all  ages. 
I  am  a  house  of  wisdom  and  an 
institution  of  happiness. 

I  am  supported  by  the  people  for 
the  people. 

I  offer  you  the  opportunity  to 
know  all  there  is  to  know  about  your 
work. 

I  am  for  those  who  would  enjoy 
fiction,  poetry,  philosophy,  biogra- 
phy, or  learn  more  about  business, 
trade  and  science. 

I  have  books  for  all  tastes  and 
needs  and  creeds. 

I  am  free  to  the  public  to  profit 
from  and  enjoy. 

I  am  in  the  care  of  courageous 
attendants  whose  duty  it  is  to  help 
you  to  profit  from  me. 

I  open  my  doors  as  a  great  public 
mental  recreation  ground  for  your 
leisure  hours. 
I  am 
the 
Public  Library 


'The  people  seem  to  have  rect^nizcd  a 
thing  that  is  their  own,  a  thing  that  they 
can  really  avail  themselves  of.  with  a 
feeling  of  proprietorship  which  as  yet 
they  have  not  developed  with  r^ard  to 
public  schoob,  parks  and  hospitals." 
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American  History  Course 
The  Bureau  of  Education  has  sent  out 
a  leaflet  in  its  Reading  course,  No.  10, 
on  American  history.  It  is  made  up  of 
a  list  of  books  on  American  history  which 
was  compiled  with  the  assistance  of  Dr 
W.  H.  Mace.  Dr  W.  F.  Gordy,  Dr  Frank- 
lin L.  Riley,  and  Dr  \V.  Starr  Myers.  To 
any  person  giving  satisfactory  evidence 
of  having  read  any  18  of  tbe  23  books  of 
the  list  there  will  be  awarded  a  certificate 
bearing  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
bureau  of  education  and  signed  by  the 
commissioner  of  education. 

Many  public  libraries  in  all  parts  of 
the  country  have  these  books  on  their 
shelves  and  those  that  have  not  could 
scarcely  make  a  better  list  on  American 
history. 

BookB  in  American  Hiatory  course 
European   background   of  American    his- 
tory.    Cheyncy.     Harper,  $2. 

The  Colonies.  Thwaites.  Longmans. 
S1.2S. 

Montcalm  and  WoKe.  Parkman.  Little. 
2v,  each  $1.50. 

Old  Virginia  and  her  neighbors.  Fiske. 
Houghton.  2v.  each  $1.80, 

Beginnings  of  New  Kngland.  Fiske, 
Houghton,  $1.80. 

Men.  women,  and  manners  in  colonial 
limes.     Fisher.     LIppincott,  2v.  $3. 

Dutch  and  Quaker  colonics  in  America. 
Fiske.     Houghton.  2v,  each  $1.80. 

The  American  revolution.  Fiske.  Hough- 
ton. 2v.  each  $1.80. 

Lecky's  American  revolution.  Wood- 
burn  (editor).    Appleton.  $1.50. 

Story  of  the  revolution.  Lodge,  Scrib- 
ner.  $3. 

Critical  period  of  American  history. 
Fiske,    Houghton,  $L80. 

Henry  Clay.  Schuri.  Houghton,  2v, 
each  $125. 

Life  of  George  Washington.  Wilson, 
Harper.  $2, 

Rise  of  the  New  West.  Turner.  Harper, 
$2. 

Winning  of  the  West.  Roosevelt,  Put- 
nam, 2v.  each  $2.50. 

Economic  history  of  the  United  States. 
Bogarl,     Longmans,  $1.75. 

Division  and  reunion.  Wilson.  Long- 
mans, $1.25, 

The  Lower  South  in  .American  history. 
Brown,     Macmillan,  $1.50. 

Abraham  Lincoln.  Morse,  Houghton, 
2v.  each  $1.25, 


Reconstruction,    political    and 

Dunning.     Harper,  $2. 

National  problems  (1884-1897).  Dewey. 
Harper,  $2. 

America  as  a  world  power.  Latanf. 
Harper,  $2. 

America  in  ferment,  Haworth.  Bohbs, 
$1.50, 


Nine  Months  with  the  Alphabet 
A  librarian  of  great  promise  uses  the 
following  in  summing  up  his  new  work 
at  the  end  of  the  calendar  year : 

.\rt  gallery  equipped  and  three  oil  ex- 
hibitions held. 

Business  men  enthused  with  library  aerv- 

City  Council  made  aware  of  the  library 
influence. 

Delighted  teachers  with  N.  E.  A.  high- 
school  exhibit. 

Extended  free  loan  limit  to  county  line. 

Frequent  book  orders,  slafif  meetings, 
'obby  exhibits,  etc.,  held. 

Guarantor  system  removed. 

High -school  branch  established. 

Inestimable  public  interest  and  support 
secured. 

Juvenile  summer  readinf;  course  con- 
ducted. 

Kulture   in   practical    books   emphasised. 

Library  membership  taken  in  local  civic 
and  commercial  clubs. 

Much  cooperation  with  schools. 

Newspapers  lend  support  to  a  remarkable 

Outlying   districts    petition    for   branches. 
Publicity   used   extensively. 
Quick  results  in  a  splendid  reference  de- 
partment. 

Red   tape   eliminated   in   loan   department. 
School   collection   department   enlarged. 
Three   new   stations  installed. 
Use  made  of  school  community  rooms  for 


Various  departments  reorganized  and  cor- 
related. 

Welcome  extended  to  all  classes  and  creeds. 

Xtra  details  too  numerous  to  mention. 

"Your   Library"   constantly   emphasized. 

Zealous  work  done  by  smaller  staff  on 
larger  salary. 

Etc.  to  be  continued  in  our  next. 


Some  recent  figures  compiled  at  the 
Public  library  of  Washington.  D.  C. 
gives  the  cost  of  circulation  of  hooks  in 
10  cities. 

Chicago,  I'i'/i  cents;  Philadelphia.  19v; 
cents;  Buffalo.  ISVi  cents;  New  York.  29 
cents;  Detroit,  33^^  cents;  Los  Angeles,  35 
cents;  St.  Louis.  37  cents;  Cincinnati.  40 
cents;  Pittsburs.  41  cents;  Cleveland,  54 
cents;  Boston.  S8  centa. 
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Library   Affairs   in   Saskatchewan 

A  memorial  addressed  to  the  Minister 
of  education  of  the  province  of  Sas- 
katchewan, Canada,  has  been  presented 
by  Mr  R.  C,  Honeyman  of  Regina,  for 
the  Saskatchewan  library  association. 
Some  of  the  most  important  points  of 
the  memorial  are  as  follows : 

After  calling  attention  to  the  necessity 
for  legislation,  better  organization  and 
better  administration  of  library  affairs, 
(he  memorial  offers  the  assistance  of  the 
association  in  any  way  possible  in  pre- 
paring I^slation.  furnishing  practical 
advice  or  in  educational  work  that  will 
help  attain  the  object  proposed.  The  de- 
velopment of  the  library  movement  in 
general  and  particularly  in  the  province, 
is  traced  for  the  information  of  the  new 
minister  of  education  and  the  premier  of 
ihc  province.  Attention  is  called  to  iKl 
fact  that  a  system  of  traveling  libraries 
had  been  estabhshed  but  that  no  official 
report  on  the  matter  is  available  for  pub- 
lic information,  and  such  a  report  is 
urged  both  in  justice  to  the  work  that 
has  been  done  and  to  its  possibilities  for 
the  future.  The  work  is  still  hampered 
by  lack  of  funds  and  it  is  suggested  that 
the  Government  appropriate  money  from 
the  operation  of  the  liquor  dispensaries 
for  the  better  conduct  of  libraries. 

The  memorial  also  contains  a  request 
that  the  administration  of  the  Public  li- 
braries aa  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Department  of  education  which  request 
is  a  repeated  one,  and  the  illness  of  the 
former  minister  accounts  for  the  lack  of 
action  in  that  particular. 

It  also  points  out  the  very  superior 
library  service  which  is  rendered  in  the 
province  of  Ontario  by  the  Department 
of  education  under  the  direction  of  the 
superintendent,  with  the  statement  that 
there  are  many  features  in  the  Ontario 
service  that  may  be  put  in  operation  in 
Saskatchewan. 

The  memorial  also  presents  a  request 
for  a  grant  to  enable  the  association  lo 
have  a  permanent  speaker  on  the  pro- 
gram of  the  Educational  association,  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  country  libra- 
rians to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the 


association  and  in  a  measure  to  meet  the 
general  expenses  of  the  work  of  the  asso- 
ciation.   

A.  L,  A.  Headquarters  Notes 

The  secretary  of  the  A.  L.  A.  is  a 
member  of  the  Committee  of  one  hun- 
dred a p [minted  by  the  United  States 
Commissioner  of  education  to  study  the 
Americanization  problem.  Mr  L'tley  de- 
sires to  collect  for  the  committee,  definite 
information  as  to  how  the  various  pub- 
lic school  and  college  libraries  are  assist- 
ing in  the  problem  of  effective  evening 
schools  for  foreigners.  Newspaper  an- 
nouncements, posters  and  information  of 
any  kind  will  be  welcomed  and  utilized 
by  the  committee  in  its  study  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  A.  L,  A.  Headquarters'  office  has 
been  collecting  photographs  relating  to 
libraries  and  thanks  to  the  cordial  and 
generous  contributions  of  hbrarians  all 
over  the  country,  a  very  excellent  though 
not  as  yet  large,  collection  has  been  as- 
sembled. A  few  of  the  subjects  repre- 
sented are :  Exteriors  and  interiors  of 
library  buildings,  varying  widely  in  ex- 
pense, size  and  character ;  Exteriors  and 
interiors  showing  furniture  and  equip- 
ment of  various  rooms  and  departments ; 
Work  for  children ;  Work  with  foreign- 
ers; Window  displays;  Deposit  stations 
and  rural  deposits  of  hooks.  Photo- 
graphs from  the  collection  will  be  lent 
to  any  reliable  person  without  charge  ex- 
cept the  cost  of  trans[)ortation.  This 
collection  lias  in\olved  time,  effort  and 
expense  and  librarians  are  urged  to  avail 
themselves  of  its  use.  Libraries  where 
stereopticoit  views  are  used  or  where 
there  is  need  of  pictures  for  newspaper 
articles  are  invited  to  write  to  A.  L.  A. 
Headquarters  for  examples  and  advice. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  American  Li 
brary  Institute  for  1916  may  be  pur 
chased  from  the  .\.  L.  .\.  Headquarters. 
7S  E.  Washington  Street,  Chicago,  price 
$2. 


An     article  on     the     Public    library 

as    an    index  to    culture,    appears    in 

the   Decemt>er  number   of   School   and 
Society. 
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Library  Meetings 

Chicago— The  February  meeting  of  the 
Chicago  library  club  was  held  on  the 
eighth  at  the  library  and  museum  of  the 
Chicago  historical  society.  Mr  Lyons, 
first  vice-president,  presided  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  president.  Resolutions  on 
the  death  of  Miss  Mary  B.  Lindsay,  li- 
brarian of  the  Evanston  public  library, 
read  by  Mr  Merrill,  were  adopted. 

Mr  Roden  had  planned  the  program 
for  the  evening,  which  consisted  of  pa- 
pers and  talks  on  special  collections  in 
libraries  of  Chicago  and  vicinity.  Mr 
Hanson  spoke  for  the  University  of  Chi- 
cago, Dr  Andrews  for  the  John  Crerar 
library,  Mr  Roden  for  the  Chicago  pub- 
lic library.  Professor  Hatfield  for  North- 
western University,  Mr  Josephson  for 
the  Swedish- American  society,  and  Miss 
Mcllvaine  for  the  Chicago  historical  so- 
ciety. Mr  Roden  read  a  report  on  col- 
lections in  the  theological  libraries  of 
Chicago, 

The  practical  result  of  the  meeting  will 
be  the  publication  of  a  handbook  of  spe- 
cial collections  in  Chicago  libraries  em- 
bodying the  papers  of  the  evening  and  as 
much  additional  matter  as  can  be  col- 
lected. 

D.  Ashley  Hooker. 

District  of  Columbia- The  District  of 
Columbia  library  association  held  its  reg- 
ular bi-monthly  meeting  on  Wednesday 
evening,  December  13,  at  the  public  li- 
brary, with  the  president,  Mr  Wm.  A. 
Slade,  in  the  chair. 

The  association  listened  to  a  very  in- 
teresting lecture  by  Walter  T.  Swingle 
of  the  U.  S.  department  of  agriculture, 
who  spoke  upon  the  collection  of  Chinese 
printed  books  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Mr  Swingle  traced  the  history  of  the 
Chinese  printed  book,  exhibiting  exam- 
ples of  rubbings  of  inscriptions  from 
monuments,  including  the  famous  Nes- 
torian  monument  of  ^84  A.  D.,  the  early 
rolls  with  their  various  changing  and  de- 
veloping forms,  to  the  Chinese  books  as 
known  today.  Books  were  first  printed 
in  China  about  593  A.  D.,  but  the  art  did 
not  make  any  considerable  progress  until 
from  the  year  950  to  1600. 


The  collection  of  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, which  numbers  over  40,000v.  is 
probably  the  third  largest  in  the  world 
outside  of  the  Orient.  The  collection 
was  begun  by  a  gift  of  several  thousand 
volumes  from  the  Chinese  emperor, 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  Caleb 
Cushing  about  the  middle  of  the  last  cen- 
tury; over  6,000  more  were  the  gift  of 
William  Woodville  Rockhill ;  at  the  close 
of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  exposition  in 
1904  the  standard  works  of  Chinese  lit- 
erature there  exhibited  and  numbering 
1,965  volumes,  were  presented  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment; another  notable  addition  was  the 
famous  Chinese  encyclc^edia  of  5,041 
volumes  which  was  brought  by  the  spe- 
cial ambassador  Tang-Stuo-i,  as  a  gift 
from  the  Chinese  government.  Among 
the  more  recent  additions  by  purchase 
are  over  17,000  volumes  procured  by  Dr 
Fung,  who  had  done  considerable  work 
in  cataloging  and  classifying  the  collec- 
tion and  about  5,000  volumes  purchased 
by  Mr  Swingle  while  in  China  and  Japan 
in  1915.  The  collection  contains  many 
interesting  and  valuable  works  and  nine 
books  printed  before  1368. 

It  has  been  thoroughly  classified  fol- 
lowing the  Chinese  classification  as  given 
in  the  Imperial  catalog  of  1790.  The  form 
of  catalog  entry  is  that  of  the  regular 
catalog  entry  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
with  a  few  modifications.  In  the  right 
margin  of  the  card  the  title  and  author 
are  given  in  Chinese  characters.  A  unique 
shelf  list  has  been  made  by  photostattmg 
these  Chinese  characters  and  this  in  book 
form  can  be  carried  to  any  place  for  com- 
parison with  other  collections  or  for  veri- 
fication in  case  of  purchase.  Besides  the 
regular  collection  there  are  ISO  collec- 
tions of  reprints  covering  10,000  works. 
The  library  has  also  a  very  good  collec- 
tion of  Tibetan  literature. 

The  Chinese  are  the  only  people  who 
have  any  adequate  historical  records. 
Their  literature  is  a  great  storehouse  of 
knowledge,  much  of  which  is  of  great 
practical  use  to  Americans  today.  It  con- 
tains the  record  of  a  great  civilization 
which  is  being  rapidly  swept  away  as  the 
Chinese  adopting  the  western  ideas  and 
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modes  of  life  discard  much  that  is  valu- 
able in  their  own.  This  record  will  only 
be  preserved  for  us  in  their  literature. 

A  number  of  slides  were  shown 
illustrating  the  method  of  housing  the 
collection,  the  form  of  catalog  entry 
used,  the  shelf  list  and  examples  of 
some  of  the  more  notable  works  of  the 
collection. 

At  the  close  of  the  lecture,  Mr  Slade 
read  a  letter  from  Doctor  Putnam,  li- 
brarian of  Congress,  expressing  his  re- 
gret at  not  being  able  to  be  present  and 
his  appreciation  of  Mr  Swingle's  inter- 
est and  untiring  effort  in  building  up  the 
collection  of  Chinese  printed  books  in 
the  Library  of  Congress. 

Alice  C.  Atwood, 
Secretary. 

MMsachuMtts— The  winter  meeting  of 
the  Massachusetts  library  club  was  held 
at  Waltham  on  Thursday,  January  25, 
1917.  Inasmuch  as  several  were  present 
who  were  not  at  the  special  meeting  of 
the  club  on  January  12,  the  President  re- 
viewed the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  proposal  to  include  library  employees 
within  the  Civil  Service.  The  importance 
of  the  matter  was  emphasized  and  the 
members  of  the  Gub  were  urged  to  send 
letters  of  remonstrance  to  the  Civil  Serv- 
ice commission  and  to  sign  the  petition 
asking  for  the  exemption  of  library  em- 
ployees from  the  operation  of  the  Civil 
Service. 

In  a  paper  on  "Library  commission 
work."  James  I.  Wyer,  jr..  Director  of 
the  New  York  state  library,  gave  an 
illuminating  review  of  the  development 
and  tendencies  in  commission  work.  The 
subject  "European  war  literature"  was 
discussed  by  Dr  I^uis  N.  Wilson,  libra- 
rian of  Qark  University  library.  Dr 
Wilson  spoke  first  of  some  of  the  essen- 
tia! books  dealing  with  the  war  and  then 
of  a  number  of  war  drawings  and  posters 
which  he  displayed  and  commented  upon 
brieBy.  Dr  Wilson  had  for  distribution 
a  printed  list  of  57  important  war 
books. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Dr  Wilson's  re- 
marks. President  Loring  called  upon 
Miss  A.  R.  Webster,  representing  the 
Library  committee  of  the  Women's  Peace 


Party,  Miss  Webster  spoke  briefly  on 
"Peace  books." 

The  afternoon  session  opened  with  an 
organ  recital.  Charles  G.  Loring,  archi- 
tect of  the  Waltham  public  library,  later 
spoke  on  the  topic  "An  architect's  ideals 
in  the  library."  Mr  I-oring  emphasized 
(1)  utiUty,  (2)  cost  and  (3)  beauty  as 
three  important  things  which  an  archi- 
tectural hrm  has  in  mind  in  planning  a 
building. 

Miss  May  Massee,  as  editor,  spoke 
briefly  of  the  work  of  the  ^.  L.  A.  Book- 
list. Miss  Massee  emphasized  the  co- 
operative nature  of  the  work  declaring 
that  the  Booklist  is  made  up  by  members 
of  the  A.  L.  A.  The  judging  and  ap- 
praising books  which  is  done  by  individ- 
uals in  widely  scattered  communities  rep- 
resents help  that  is  freely  given.  The 
Booklist,  Miss  Massee  said,  expresses  the 
librarians  to  the  publishing  world.  If  de- 
sirable books  are  included,  the  credit  be- 
longs to  hbrarians;  if  important  books 
are  omitted  the  fault  is  theirs.  A  prog- 
ressive report  for  the  Committee  of  Five, 
on  Work  with  children  was  submitted  by 
Miss  Lucy  B.  Crain. 

At  a  round-table  on  children's  books, 
conducted  by  Miss  Alice  M.  Jordan,  chief 
of  the  children's  department  of  the  Bos- 
tonpublic  library,  Miss  Frances  S.  Wig- 
gin  spoke  on  "Books  not  worth  while." 

Miss  Alice  G.  Higgins,  special  assistant 
in  the  Somerville  public  library,  spoke  of 
the  habit  of  reading  series.  She  consid- 
ered this  custom  one  to  work  away  from. 
Miss  Higgins  said,  in  another  connection, 
that  it  is  essential  for  libraries  to  see  that 
volumes  bought  as  books  of  information 
are  actually  books  of  facts.  Miss  Jordan 
advised  librarians,  whenever  possible,  to 
secure  the  help  of  specialists  in  book  se- 
lection. 

Miss  Elizabeth  G.  Putnam,  of  the  Sa- 
lem public  library,  spoke  on  "Recent 
worth-while  books  of  non-fiction." 

Miss  Gertrude  H.  Lockwood,  of  the 
Brookline  public  Hbrary,  spoke  on  the 
subject  "Mediocre  books."  Orlando  C. 
Davis,  librarian  of  the  Waltham  public 
library,  outlined,  in  an  interesting  way, 
the  growth  of  cooperation  between  the 
Waltham  library  and  the  local  booksell- 
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ers,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  quality 
of  books  offered  for  sale  during  the 
Christmas  season. 

Frank  H.  Whitmore,    Recorder. 


Coming  Meetings 

The  Ontario  library  association  will 
hold  its  annual  meeting  in  Toronto, 
April  9  and  10.  1917. 

The  M  ississippi  library  association 
will  hold  its  annual  meeting  at  the  In- 
dustrial institute  and  college  of  Colum- 
bus, May  3-4,  1917. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Nebraska 
library  association  will  be  held  at  the 
Library  of  the  State  normal  school, 
Kearney,  early  in  October. 


Interesting  Things  in  Print 

"Library  activities  for  1916,"  in  the 
report  of  the  United  States  commissioner 
of  education,  was  prepared  by  J,  D.  Wol- 
cott  librarian  of  the  Bureau  of  education. 

Boston  University  News  for  January 
30,  has  a  descriptive  article  on  the  li- 
brary of  Lockwood  Green  and  Company 
which  is  said  to  have  the  grcate.-it  textile 
library  in  the  country. 

Announcement  is  made  that  Mr 
(ieorge  Bernard  Donlin  has  assumed  the 
editorship  of  the  Dial  to  succeed  Mr 
Waldo  R.  Brown.  Mr  Donlin  has  been 
a  contributor  to  various  American  jour- 
nals and  was,  for  several  years,  editorial 
writer  on  the  Chicago  Record  Herald. 
He  has  long  been  a  contributor  to  the 
Pial. 

The  Public  library  of  Hrockton. 
Massachusetts,  has  issued  three  artistic 
pamphlets,  one.  a  List  of  rainy  day  books 
for  home  reading  which  includes  good 
stories  old  and  new  and  which  in  itself 
is  a  joy  to  look  at.  The  second.  List  of 
public  lectures  given  in  the  library  and 
third,  a  description  of  the  exhibition  of 
j>aintings  by  Henry  \V.  Rice,  which  was 
held  in  the  library  throi^hout  January. 

The  State  historical  association  of  Wis- 
consin has  begun  the  publication  of  a 
monthly  checklist  of  Wisconsin  docu- 
ments. In  these  days  of  extensive  opera- 
tion in  municipal  and  legislative  collec- 


tions, such  a  checklist  from  so  progress- 
ive a  state  as  Wisconsin  will  undoubtedly 
prove  very  useful  and  valuable.  The 
publications  are  listed  in  the  followii^ 
order:  1,  Legislature  and  governor:  2, 
Boards,  bureaus,  commissions  and  de- 
partments: 3,  Courts:  4,  Institutions 
and  societies. 

One  of  the  best  descriptions  of  the 
traveling  library  movement  that  has  ap- 
peared was  recently  presented  on  the 
Portland  Oregonian.  It  was  evidently 
written  by  someone  who  thoroly  under- 
stood the  .subject  and  has  the  art  of  writ- 
ing interestingly.  It  savored  somewhat 
of  the  paper  which  Miss  Askew  read  at 
the  Minnetonka  meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A. 

The  1916-17  edition  of  the  Indiana 
Federation  of  Clubs  Year  Book  has  been 
received.  It  contains  the  proceedings  of 
the  last  annual  meeting,  various  reports 
and  the  official  directory  of  the  4S6  clubs 
in  the  federation.  The  report  on  Library 
extension  in  Indiana  makes  a  good  show- 
ing. The  Yearbook  is  obtainable  from 
the  secretary,  Mrs  W.  S.  Johnson, 
Bloomington,  Ind,,  for  25c. 

The  material  furnished  for  the  pro- 
gram of  the  meeting  of  the  American 
Library  Institute  held  at  Atlantic  City, 
March  3-4,  1916,  has  been  issued  in  siz- 
able volume  under  the  direction  and  im- 
mediate supervision  of  Dr  E,  C.  Rich- 
ardson, president  of  the  Institute  and  li- 
brarian of  Princeton  university.  The 
president's  admirable  address,  "The  field 
of  library  science,"  the  address  by  J.  C. 
Dana  on  "Exhibition  methods  of  instruc- 
tion," the  paper  presented  by  A.  S.  Root, 
"The  library  and  staff  teaching,"  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  field  of  cooperation  be- 
tween the  library  and  learning,  by  C.  W. 
Andrews,  are  among  the  direct  contribu- 
tions which  the  volume  contains. 

The  new  plan  of  work  for  the  Insti- 
tute, with  seven  lines  of  possible  appli- 
cation, is  discussed  by  as  many  experts 
in  the  lines  presented.  A  number  of  re- 
printed articles  touching  the  field  chosen 
for  "study  and  discussion,"  is  presented, 
making  a  volume  extending  throu^  183 
paMS. 

The  Proceedings  may  be  had  from  K. 
L.  A.  headquarter's  office,  price  $2. 
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CameKie  Ubnu7  scbool 
The  increased  endowment  which  has 
been  received  from  the  Carnegie  Cor- 
poration makes  it  possible  to  extend 
the  work  of  the  Library  school.  The 
continually  growing  demand  for  chil- 
dren's librarians,  together  with  the 
large  number  of  applications  for  ad- 
mission to  the  school  makes  it  advis- 
able to  increase  the  facilities  so  that  it 
may  be  possible  to  admit  more  students 
to  the  course  for  the  training  of  chil- 
dren's librarians.  In  addition  to  this 
course  the  school  will  also  offer  a  one- 
year  course  in  school  library  work,  be- 
ginning with  the  opening  of  the  Fall 
term.  September  26,  1917. 

Mrs  Edna  Lyman  Scott  lectured 
January  30,  31  and  February  1  on 
"State  supervision  of  children's  rooms 
in  Iowa,"  "Poetry"  and  "The  inspira- 
tional influence  of  reading." 

"Opportunities  of  the  library  in  the 
education  of  the  foreigner"  and  "The 
problem  of  immigation"  were  the  sub- 
jects of  two  lectures  given  by  John 
Foster  Carr,  Director  of  the  Immigrant 
Publication  Society,  February  6.  Both 
lectures  were  followed  by  lantern 
slides  showing  work  among  foreigners. 
The  lecture  on  the  "Problem  of  immi- 
gration" was  held  in  the  lecture  hall 
of  Carnegie  Institute  and  was  open  to 
the  public. 

Irma  Diescher,  '16,  has  been  ap- 
pointed children's  librarian  of  the 
Hazelwood  branch  of  the  Carnegie  li- 
brary of  Pittsburgh. 

Louise  Endicott.  '12-13,  has  been 
made  assistant  in  the  Public  library  of 
the  District  of  Columbia.  Washington, 
D.  C 

Augusta  F.  Osborn,  '15-16.  is  doing 
substitute  work  in  the  children's  de- 
partment of  the  Carnegie  library  of 
Pittsburgh. 

Ruth  Paxson,  '15-16,  has  resigned 
from  the  staff  of  the  children's  depart- 
ment of  the  Carnegie  library  of  Pitts- 
burgh to  become  school  librarian  in  the 
Public  library,  Salem,  Oregon. 

Phebe  G.  Pomeroy,  '12,  has  been  ap- 
pointed    assistant     librarian     of     the 
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Schenley    high    school    library,    Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Marion  D,  Redenbaugh,  'U-13,  re- 
signed her  position  as  children's  libra- 
rian of  the  Hazelwood  branch,  Car- 
negie library  of  Pittsburgh  and  was 
married  in  January  to  Adam  Roscoe, 
of  Pittsburgh. 

Ethel  M.  Sevin,  '09,  has  resigned  as 
branch  librarian  of  the  Mt.  Washing- 
ton branch  of  the  Carnegie  library  of 
Pittsburgh  to  accept  the  position  of 
children's  librarian  in  the  Brownsville 
junior  branch  of  the  Brooklyn  public 
library. 

Maude  I.  Shaw,  '14-15,  is  filling  a 
substitute  position  in  the  children's  de- 
partment of  the  Carnegie  library  of 
Pittsburgh. 

Carolyn  D.  Stevens,  '14-15,  was  mar- 
ried in  January  to  W,  E.  Boak,  of 
Youngs  town,  Ohio. 

Dorothea  Thomas,  '07-10,  has  re- 
signed from  her  position  of  children's 
librarian  in  the  New  York  public  li- 
brary. 

Jessie  G.  Van  Clevc,  '13-16,  has  been 
appointed  children's  librarian  of  the 
Wilmington  Institute  free  library,  Wil- 
mington, Del. 

Maria  de  Vrieze,  '09-10,  has  resigned 
from  the  Brooklyn  public  library  to  be- 
come librarian  of  the  Guarantee  Trust 
Company,  New  York  City. 

Dorothy  Wilson.  '14-15,  has  been  ap- 
pointed children's  librarian  of  the  Pub- 
lic library  of  Topeka.  Kansas. 
Drexel  school 

Helen  D.  Subers,  Drexel.  '03.  library 
organizer,  of  Ashbourne,  Pa.,  and  M, 
Rebecca  Lingenfelter,  Drexel,  '14,  cata- 
loger,  of  Philadelphia,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  student  librarians  are  reorganizing 
the  library  of  the  Lebanon  Valley  col- 
lege, Annville,  Pa. 

Mary  P.  Farr,  Drexel,  '95.  is  reorgan- 
izing the  Public  library,  at  Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. 

Elizabeth  McCord,  Drexel,  '03,  was 
married  to  Frank  Eugene  Martin  of 
Great  Falls,  at  St.  Peter's  Episcopal 
church  in  Helena,  Montana,  Mon(uiy, 
January   15,   1917.     They  will  reside  in 
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(ireat   Falls   where   Mr  Martin   is  con- 
nected with  the  Great  Falls  Tribune. 

Resolutions  passed  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Drexel  Library  School  alumni 
association  on  the  death  of  Miss  Flor- 
ence Benton  Custer: 
Resolved — 

That  the  members  of  the  Drexel  Institute 
Library  School  alumni  association  record 
their  profound  sorrow  at  the  death  of  Flor- 
ence Benton  Custer,  of  the  class  of  1907. 
vice-president  of  the  association. 

To  those  with  whom  she  was  associated 
in  library  work,  to  those  students  who 
listened  to  her  lecturps.  and  to  lliose  who 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  be  her  personal 
friends,  her  enthusiasm,  loyalty  and  unfail- 
inff  cheerfulness  were  a  source  of  inspira- 
tion. She  will  louK  lie  held  in  affection  and 
Rrateful  remembrance. 
Resolved  Further — 

That  a  copy  ot  these  rerolulions  be  sent 
to  her  family. 

KpiTH  Fulton,  Chairman. 
M.  Louise  Hunt. 
Rose  G.  Stewart. 
Katherine  M.  Trimble, 

Secretary, 
Lob  AngeleB  public  library 

The  Open  courses  which  proved  a  suc- 
cessful experiment  last  year,  will  lie  given 
again  this  spring,  from  April  9  to  May 
14,  These  consist  of  short  courses  which 
form  a  part  of  the  regular  school  work 
with  some  special  lectures  from  longer 
courses.  Only  those  who  are  engageil  in 
active  hbrary  work  in  the  vicinity  of  Los 
Angeles  are  eligible  for  admission. 

The  following  complete  courses  will  be 
given  during  this  period :  Binding  and 
repair  of  books.  W.  Elmo  Reavis ;  Sur- 
vey and  analysis  of  modem  fiction  (in 
English)  Helen  E.  Haines:  Book  buying 
and  order  routine,  Anne  M.  Mulheron; 
Story  telling,  Mrs  Gudrun  Thorne-Thom- 
son  (under  the  auspices  of  the  Story 
tellers'  league).  Selected  lectures  will 
also  be  given  from  the  courses  in  Survey 
of  literature,  Gertrude  Darlow;  Refer- 
ence work,  Mrs  Brewitt;  Library  work 
with  children,  Jasmine  Britton, 

Special  lectures  will  include  among 
other  subjects,  talks  on  school  library 
work  by  Los  Angeles  school  librarians; 
methods  in  book  selection  and  interesting 
patrons  in  books,  by  Zaidee  Brown,  li- 
brarian of  the  Long  Beach  public  library; 


picture  collections,  by  Eleanor  Caruthers. 
principal  of  the  Art  and  Mu.sic  depart-- 
ment  of  the  Los  Angeles  public  library; 
municipal  reference  work  by  Grace  M. 
White,  principal  of  the  Sociology  depart- 
ment of  the  Los  Angeles  public  library. 
Theodora  R.  Brewitt. 

Principal. 
Louisville 
The  training  class  of  the  Louisville 
free  public  library  ended  its  session  Jan- 
uarj-  6.  Ten  students  were  enrolled  for 
the  course,  and  the  librarian  of  the  Louis- 
ville normal  school  library  and  an  assist- 
ant from  the  Henderson  (Ky.)  public  li- 
brary took  the  lectures. 

The  course  covered  a  period  of  fifteen 
weeks  and  covered  the  regular  line  of 
work  of  the  Louisville  public  library. 

The  class  is  limited  to  twelve,  two  of 
whom  may  be  from  out  of  town  who 
have  definite  connections  with  Kentucky 
libraries.  This  year  five  universities  and 
four  high  schools  were  represented  in  the 
class. 

The  New  York  public  library 

The    following   special    lectures    have 
been  given  to  the  jimior  class  since  the 
last  report: 
January  17.     Henjamin  .\dams.     Branch  li- 

l>rary  administration. 
January     24-     Mrs      .A.delaide      B.      Maltby. 

Itranch   library  administration. 
January  31.     .Annie  Carroll  Moore,    .\dmin- 

islralion  of  a  children's  room. 
February  7.    Annie  Carroll  Moore.    Appeal 

of  work  with  children, 
Fchruary    7.     Helen    Peck    Young.      Proof 

February  \4.  .Anna  L.  Tyler.  Story  telling. 
February  14.    .\sa  Don  Dickinson.    Library 

work  abroad. 

The  seniors  are  beginning  a  series  of 
six  lectures  on  Library  administration  by 
Franklin  T.  Hopper. 

Mrs  Alma  D.  Custead  gave  two  lec- 
tures to  the  senior  class  on  the  Adminis- 
tration of  a  rural  library. 

Charles  F.  McCombs  lectured  on  Janu- 
ary 24.  on  the  Formation  of  a  reference 
collection  for  a  public  library. 

Both  juniors  and  seniors  attended  Miss 
Margaret  Jackson's  lecture  on  Book  re- 
views, on  January  25. 

A  dinner  in  Chinatown  and  a  walk 
through  the  push-cart  region  of  the  lower 
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East  Side  were  enjoyed  by  a  large  group 
from  the  school  on  the  evening  of  Janu- 
ary 17.  Five  members  of  the  faculty  at- 
tended and  about  30  students. 

The  juniors  entertained  the  seniors  and 
faculty  at  the  school  on  the  evening  of 
Friday,  February  2. 

Mr  Root  attended  the  annual  luncheon 
of  the  Pratt  Institute  school  of  library 
science  on  January  31,  and  spoke  to  the 
alumni  on  "The  effect  of  the  war  upon 
libraries."  Mr  Root  left  for  two  weeks 
on  February  3,  to  give  a  series  of  lec- 
tures at  the  Western  Reserve  University 
library  school,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
AzARiAH  S.  Root, 

Principal. 
New  York  itate  library 

School  exercises  will  be  suspended  dur- 
ing March  while  the  students  are  absent 
on  practice  in  libraries  outside  of  Albany. 
The  high  school  libraries  of  Warner  and 
Mattituck  and  the  library  at  Wyoming 
(N.  Y.)  will  be  organized  by  seniors  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Educational  Ex- 
tension division.  General  practice  will  be 
given  in  the  libraries  of  Brooklyn,  New 
York  City,  Rochester  and  Utica.  Out- 
side the  state,  students  will  go  to  Brook- 
line.  Worcesterj  Springfield  and  North- 
ampton, to  Hartford,  Newark  (N.  J.), 
Wilmington  (Del.),  Qeveland,  Detroit, 
the  Public  Library  of  the  District  of  Co- 
Itmibia  and  to  Clark  University  and 
Princeton  University. 

The  annual  library  visit  will  extend 
from  April  3  to  12  inclusive.  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Washington  and  their  vicin- 
ities will  be  visited. 

Mrs  Corinne  Roosevelt  Robinson  spoke 
to  the  school,  Feb.  8.  on  the  value  of  a 
library  in  a  village  community.  Mrs  Rob- 
inson described  the  value,  as  a  social  cen- 
ter, of  the  library  at  Jordanville,  N.  Y„ 
of  which  she  is  a  trustee  and  active  pat- 
ron. While  praising  the  social  work  done, 
Mrs  Robinson  insisted  that  the  library 
must  always  be  first  a  library  and  that 
the  value  of  the  books  be  always  em- 
phasized. At  the  close  of  her  talk,  Mrs 
Robinson  read  by  request  several  of  her 
recent  poems  among  them  two  unpub- 
lished ones :    "To  Ruth  Law"  and  "Uriel. 


Esdras  II."  Feb.  9  and  10.  Mr  H.  C 
Wellman  of  Springfield  (Mass.)  spoke 
on  "Library  publicity,"  Mr  Wellman 
used  the  specific  methods  employed  by 
his  library  as  a  point  of  departure  for 
the  discussion  of  many  of  the  general 
principles  underlying  all  successful  ad- 
vertising. He  insisted  on  the  importance 
of  adapting  means  to  ends  and  of  analys- 
ing returns  from  publicity  to  ensure  re- 
taining successful  methods  as  well  as  re- 
jecting unsuccessful  ones.  The  school 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Mrs  Robin- 
son and  Mr  Wellman  at  informal  teas 
after  their  talks. 

Library  gifts  of  children's  books,  li- 
brary pictures  and  bookplates  for  the 
school  collections  have  been  received  the 
past  month  from  former  students  and 
others.  Several  alumni  have  also  sent 
their  photographs  for  the  school  file.  This 
file  of  portraits  is  of  decided  value  in  sev- 
eral ways  and  all  students  who  are  not 
yet  represented  in  it  are  assured  that  any 
portraits  they  may  send  will  be  gratefully 
received. 

Mary  P.  Parsons,  B.  L.  S.,  N.  Y.  State, 
'13,  will  leave  her  position  as  assistant  in 
the  Public  catalog  room  of  the  New  York 
public  library  on  April  1  to  become  libra- 
rian of  the  Public  Library,  Morristown, 
N.J. 

Marian  McDonald,  N,  Y,  State  sum- 
mer school,  '15,  who  resigned  her  posi- 
tion as  children's  librarian  at  the  West- 
mount,  Canada,  public  library  in  Novem- 
ber to  go  to  England  as  a  Red  Cross 
worker,  was  married  on  December  31  to 
Stuart  Forbes,  lieutenant  of  a  Canadian 
regiment. 

Mrs  Guy  H.  Furst  (Elizabeth  Hard- 
man),  N,  Y.  State,  '07-08,  is  acting  as 
librarian  of  the  Public  library,  Bay  City, 
Mich, 

Oara  A,  Brewer,  N.  Y,  State,  '15-16. 
began  a  temporary  engagement  as  assist- 
ant in  the  Economics  department  of 
Princeton  University  library  on  January 
19. 

F,  K.  Walter, 
Pratt  inititute* 

The  annual  luncheon  of  the   Grad- 
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uates'  association  took  place  on  Wed- 
nesday, January  31,  at  the  Hotel  Mar- 
tinique in  New  York.  We  are  indebted 
to  the  researches  of  Mr  Hendry,  the 
president,  into  the  hotel  possibilities  of 
New  York  for  the  most  delightful  sur- 
roundings we  have  yet  enjoyed.  There 
were  86  present  at  the  luncheon,  21 
clas.sca  being  represented,  and  six  hon- 
orary members  were  present  a»  well. 
The  luncheon  was  preceded  by  a  busi- 
ness meeting  at  which  resolutions  upon 
Miss  Plummcr's  death  were  adopted. 
After  the  luncheon  the  matter  of  the 
memorial  tablet  tu  Miss  Plummer  was 
presented  by  Mr  Stevens,  and  the 
Vice-director  summarized  the  results 
of  the  recent  questionnaire.  The  guest 
of  honor  was  Dr  A.  S.  Root,  principal 
of  the  New  York  Library  school,  whose 
delightful  talk  came  as  a  happy  ending 
to  the  function. 

During  the  month  of  February,  the 
students  have  had  lectures  from  Miss 
Mary  Casamajor  and  Miss  Theresa 
Hitchler  of  the  Brooklyn  public  library, 
and  from  Miss  Annie  Carroll  Moore 
and  Miss  Anna  C.  Tyler  of  the  New 
York  public  library. 

Miss  Ina  Rankin,  '09,  has  been  ap- 
pointed first  assistant  at  the  Fort  Wash- 
ington branch  of  the  New  York  public 
library. 

W(ird  has  been  received  of  the  mar- 
riage on  January  8,  of  .lithelwyn 
Crane.  '10,  librarian  of  the  Public  li- 
rary  at  Hoquiam,  Washington,  to 
Howard  G.  ImhofF  of  North  Bend.  Ore- 
gon. 

JOSF.PHINE  .\DAMS   RaTHBONE, 

Vice-director. 
Sinmoiu  college 

The  second  term  of  the  year  opened 
on  Monday,  February  5.  The  courses 
beginning  this  term,  besides  Sopho- 
more cataloging  and  classification,  are 
History  of  libraries.  Work  with  chil- 
dren, and  an  elective  in  High  school 
libraries. 

Miss  Mary  Hall  of  the  (iirls'  high 
school  in  Brooklyn  opened  the  course 
in  High  school  libraries  with  a  lecture 
on  February   12.  and  during  the  term 


several  high  school  librarians,  some  of 
them  Simmons  graduates,  will  present 
their  experiences  in  handling  high 
school  library  problems. 

In  the  Book  selection  course  Mr 
Power,  librarian  of  the  College  of  busi- 
ness administration  of  Boston  univer- 
sity, will  talk  on  the  selection  of  busi- 
ness books  on  February  16,  and  Miss 
A.  C.  Moore  of  the  New  York  public 
library,  on  children's  books,  on  Febru- 
ary 23.  Mr  Chase,  of  the  Boston  pub- 
lic library,  will  give  two  talks  on  the 
bibliography  and  the  selection  of  art 
books. 

The  collection  of  children's  books  is 
being  slowly  but  steadily  increased, 
and  the  course  in  children's  work  owes 
a  great  deal  to  the  material  from  the 
Boston  public  library,  with  which  Miss 
Jordan  illustrates  the  work. 

Caroline  Aidrich,  Simmons  '12,  was 
married  to  Egbert  Bagg,  jr..  Januarv 
17,  1917. 

Jl'NK    HiCHAHDSON    l')(>NNELLV, 

Director. 
Universit)'  of  Washington 

The  department  of  Library  economy 
at  the  University  of  Washington,  has 
been  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  library 
school  by  the  official  action  of  the 
bojird  of  regents  of  the  State  university. 
Under  the  new  organization,  the  li- 
brary course  will  cover  four  years  of 
academic  wi>rk  chosen  with  special  at- 
tention to  the  fifth  year  which  will  he 
given  til  professional  training  in  library 
economy.  The  tir-^t  four  years  will  lead 
to  a  bachchir  of  arts  or  science  degree, 
the  fifth  year's  work  will  be  awarded 
with  a  degree  of  bachelor  of  library 
tconomy.  The  first  degree  of  library 
econumy  will  not  he  given  before  1918, 
This  is  the  only  professional  training 
school  nn  the  Pacific  coast  where  the 
work  is  given  a  scholastic  degree, 
WcBtem   Reserve  university 

During  January,  12  lectures  on  "Lit- 
erature for  children"  were  given  by  Mrs 
Edna  Lyman  Scott,  each  lecture  being 
followed  by  the  reading  and  discussion 
of  selected  books.  .\t  the  close  of  the 
course,   each   student   was  assigned   for 


Dinitizi^dbyGoOgle 


Public     Libraries 


121 


two  days'  experience  in  a  children's  room 
of  the  Qeveland  public  library  under  the 
supervision  of  a  trained  children's  libra- 
rian; this  also  included  either  a  house  or 
a  school  visit  for  each  student. 

The  Reference  course,  given  by  George 
F.  Strong,  librarian  of  the  Adelbert  Col- 
lege library,  was  concluded  at  the  end  of 
the  first  semester.  Miss  Grant  will  give 
the  course  in  Subject  bibliography  during 
the  second  semester. 

On  Feb.  5,  the  beginning  of  the  second 
semester,  the  course  in  the  "History  of 
the  printed  book,"  given  by  Prof  A.  S. 
Root,  principal  of  the  New  York  Public 
Library  library  school,  and  the  "Public 
library  and  community  welfare"  given  by 
the  Director,  were  commenced.  The 
"Open  Course"  during  this  semester  has 
enrolled,  in  addition  to  the  regular  class, 
two  students,  Mr  Runyan  and  Mrs  Rorke. 

Visits  to  various  library  distributing 
points  in  Cleveland  and  vicinity  in  con- 
nection with  the  library  administration 
course  b^an  Wednesday,  Feb.  7.  with  a 
visit  to  the  Western  Reserve  Hi.storical 
Society  library  and  to  the  East  Cleveland 
public  library.  The  assignment  of  stu- 
dents for  evening  experience  as  assistants 
in  the  Cleveland  public  library  has  been 
made,  some  high  school  library  work  be- 
ing scheduled,  this  year. 

The  school  has  had  the  following  out- 
of-town  lecturers  recently :  On  Feb.  1 . 
John  Foster  Carr.  Director  of  the  Im- 
migration Publication  Society.  New  York 
City,  spoke  on  "The  library  and  the  im- 
migrant." the  lecture  being  illustrated 
with  lantern  slides  of  the  work  of  the 
various  libraries:  Dr  Frank  P.  Hill,  li- 
brarian of  the  Public  library,  Brooklyn, 
N.  v.,  en  route  from  California,  spoke 
on  "A  recent  ghmpse  of  California  li- 
braries." February  5;  Mis.s  May  Massee, 
editor  of  the  A.  L.  A.  Booklist,  gave  a 
talk.  February  9,  on  the  Booklist,  and  the 
same  afternoon  Mr  Jean  .\.  Picard.  re- 
cently from  Paris,  spoke  on  the  relations 
of  France  and  America,  and  of  the  book.s 
necessary  to  a  better  understanding  of 
French  life  by  Americans.  A  social  hour 
afterward  gave  the  students  opportunity 
to  meet  the  guests. 

Lillie    C.    Lilliequi.st,    '16.    has    been 


elected  librarian  of  the  Public  library  at 
Aberdeen,  Washington,  and  assumed  her 
new  duties  in  January. 

Announcement  is  made  of  the  marriage 
of  Eliza  E.  Townsend,  '05,  to  W.  C. 
Ramsay  of  Pocahontas,  Iowa. 

\hicf.  S.  Tyler, 

Director, 
UnivefBitT  of  Wisconsin 
The  work  of  the  second  semester  be- 
gins with  the  two  months  of  field  prac- 
tice, when  the  academic  schedule  is  sus- 
pended, and  the  students  assigned  to  defi- 
nite work  in  the  libraries  of  the  state.  In 
almost  every  case,  each  student  is  given 
two  appointments  of  a  month  each,  that 
different  problems  may  come  under  ob- 
servation and  practice.  Assignment  arc 
always  eagerly  awaited,  and  this  year  was 
no  exception  to  the  rule.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult  problems  that  the  faculty 
has  to  meet,  and  is  only  accomplished 
after  many  meetings  and  much  study: 
for  the  field  work  in  order  to  be  part  of 
a  curriculum,  must  be  as  definitely 
planned  as  any  course  given  in  residence, 
else  the  results  will  be  disastrous.  It  is 
really  personal  instruction  and  supervi- 
sion and  as  such,  is  the  most  vital  part 
of  the  Wisconsin  course. 

The  kind  of  work  to  be  done,  the  li- 
braries opening  their  doors  for  this  prac- 
tice, and  the  student  assignments  follow: 
in  every  case,  however,  other  experience 
than  the  one  specifically  named  is  gained 
during  the  time,  as  no  student  is  kept  at 
one  tyi>e  of  work  steadily,  as  this  would 
defeat  the  very  end  and  aim  of  the  field 
experience. 

Grace  M.  Stc?'vcii.'i,  '10,  has  been  elected  li- 
brarian of  the  Butte  (Mont.)  high  school 
library,  resigninij;  her  position  as  librarian 
of  the  Seven  Corners  Branch  of  the  Minne- 
apolis public   library. 

Dorothy  Kautz.  'II.  is  secretary  to  the 
president  of  the  Highland  Park  college, 
Des   Moines.   Iowa. 

Florence  H.  Davis.  "12.  is  organizinK  the 
business  library  of  the  Kentucky  Tobacco 
Products  Company  tn  Louisville. 

Dorothea  C.  Heins,  '13,  for  three  years  in 
charge  of  stations  in  the  Superior  (Wis.) 
public  library,  has  accepted  a  position  in  the 
Evansvilie   (Ind.)   public  library. 

Hazel  E.  Askcy,  '13.  has  been  appointed 
to  the  cataloging  department  of  the  Califor- 
nia stale  library,  beginning  work  on  Janti- 
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Gladys  Turner,  '13,  was  married  in  Janu- 
ary to  Thomas  A.  MacClcnthen  of  Detroit. 
Since  her  graduation.  Miss  Turner  has  been 
children's  librarian  of  the  Bowen  branch. 

May  C.  Lewis,  '14,  has  resigned  as  as- 
sistant in  the  Madison  (Wis.)  free  library, 
to  accept  the  position  of  cataloger  in  the 
Carnegie  library  of  Tampa,  Florida. 

Julia  C,  Stockett,  '14,  was  on  the  program 
conducted  by  the  University  of  Idaho  for 
Farmers'  and  Housekeepers'  Week,  speak- 
ing on  the  Public,  Home  and  School  library. 

Eleanor  H.  Campbell,  '15,  has  been  pro- 
moted to  the  librarianship  of  the  Divie  B. 
E>ufne1d  branch,  Detroit  public  library. 

Jennie  E.  Doran,  '15,  is  resigning  as  cata- 
loger at  the  Calgary  (Alberta)  public  li- 
brary, to  be  come  chief  of  the  order  de- 
partment in  the  Denver  public  library. 

Hazel  F.  Long,  '16,  who  entered  the 
Training  class  for  children's  librarians  at 
Cleveland,  has  been  appointed  librarian  of 
the  South  branch  of  the  Whiting  (Ind.) 
public  library. 


Positions,  Salaries  and  Conditions  * 
The  fact  that  a  questionnaire  con- 
cerning positions,  salaries,  and  work- 
ing conditions  had  been  sent  out  to  its 
graduates  by  the  school  was  men- 
tioned two  months  ago.  This  was  sent 
to  the  320  graduates  still  in  the  field, 
from  whom  281  responses  have  been  re- 
ceived, though  only  275  arrived  in  time 
to  be  included  in  the  tabulated  statis- 
tics. Of  the  graduates  now  holding 
regular  positions  there  are  87  librarians, 
8  assistant  librarians,  36  supervisors  or 
heads  of  departments,  16  branch  libra- 
rians, 36  catalogers,  12  children's  hbra- 
rians.  and  10  reference  hbrarians  in 
charge  of  separate  rooms  (excluding 
both  heads  of  large  departments  and 
a.'isistants) .  36  assistants,  19  in  other 
kinds  of  library  positions,  and  4  in 
museums  or  other  non-library  posi- 
tions. Grouping  by  kinds  of  library  we 
find  152  in  public  libraries.  46  in  edu- 
cational libraries  (of  which  20  are  in 
high  schools),  28  in  special  libraries,  15 
in  state  and  federal  libraries,  and  12  in 
other  sorts  of  libraries. 

The  average  weekly  schedule  of 
hours  has  dropped  from  40 jX  three 
years  ago  to  39.54.  Fifty-two  are  work- 
ing 40  hours  against  39  three  years  ago, 


while  in  1914,  67  persons  worked  42 
hours  and  this  year  only  60.  Today 
only  23  of  our  graduates  are  working 
over  42  hours,  while  in  1914,  38  were 
working  over  that  number  of  hours. 
This  shows  a  hopeful  trend  toward  bet- 
ter conditions. 

Salaries,  too,  show  an  upward  trend 
though  by  no  means  commensurate 
with  the  H.  C.  of  L,  The  average  of 
262  salaries  (those  working  by  the 
hour  or  doing  piece  work  not  counted) 
is  $1,164,  while  the  average  of  261 
salaries  in  1914  was  $1,081.  The  med- 
ium or  131st  salary  is  $1,080  now,  as 
against  $1,000  in  1914.  There  arc  fewer 
salaries  below  $900  than  in  1914,-58 
vs.  74,— while  there  are  12  of  $2,000  as 
over  against  6  three  years  ago.  There 
are  more  salaries  of  $1,200  than  any 
other  single  figure;  there  are  32  of 
them,  the  next  being  26  each  of  $900 
and  $1,5(X).  This  is  encouraging  if  not 
exhilarating. 

Vacations  remain  about  as  they  were 
in  1914.  an  average  of  37  working  days 
or  about  6  weeks,  counting  Sundays. 
The  inclusion  of  school  library  vaca- 
tions brings  up  the  average,  but  the 
great  preponderance  in  numbers  is  of 
one  calendar  month,  146  out  of  the 
whole  number.  These  having  only  two 
weeks,  20  in  number,  correspond  closely 
to  the  number  (28)  in  special  or  business 
libraries. 

For  the  first  time  information  was 
asked  about  membership  in  library  or- 
ganizations. Two  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  belonged  to  at  least  one,  158  to 
two.  62  to  three,  and  16  to  four  or  over. 
Of  these,  180  belong  to  the  A.  L.  A., 
142  to  state  associations,  95  to  local 
clubs,  and  45  to  the  Special  Libraries 
association  or  other  professional  organ- 
ization, membership  in  our  own  Grad- 
uates' association  not  being  counted. 
Only  26  belong  to  no  library  organiza- 
tion, and  it  is  an  interesting  fact, — 
whether  it  be  cause  or  effect, — that  the 
salary  of  the  26  averages  only  $915 
while  the  average  Pratt  salary  is  $1,164, 
and  the  average  of  those  belonging  to 
organizations  is  $1,191.  Only  five  of 
the  26  belong  to  the  latest  class— 1916. 
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The  Reading  of  High  School  Students 
and  How  to  Improve  it* 

Sara    C.    Evans,    librarian.    West    Chester 
(Pcnn.)  high  school 

We  all  know  that  the  reading  o£  high 
school  students  has  a'  three  fold  purpose 
—first,  to  enlarge  the  daily  vocabulary; 
second,  to  secure  additional  information 
both  for  its  own  sake  and  for  its  cultural 
value;  and  third,  to  cultivate  a  sense  of 
real  enjoyment  in  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  thoughts  of  others  by  means  of 
the  printed  page.  The  lirst  two  of  these 
are  very  well  taken  care  of  by  the  re- 
quirements made  by  the  teachers  for 
class  preparation.  To  accomplish  the 
last  purpose  is  one  of  the  school  libra- 
rian's great  problems,  and  it  is  a  problem 
that  as  yet  has  failed  of  proper  solution. 

The  child  from  the  lower  grades  reads 
with  pleasure  what  Ijooks  are  suggested 
to  him,  simply  because  the  teacher  or  the 
librarian  has  made  the  suggestion.  But 
this  unquestioning  faith  i>  not  mani- 
fested by  the  liigli  school  stiident.  It  may 
be  becau.sf  children  of  this  age  are  be- 
ginning to  want  to  think  for  themselves; 
because  they  resent  wh.it  seems  to  them 
too  careful  supervision;  or  hecause  they 
prefer  to  learn  from  personal  experience. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  we  realize  that  in  pro- 
portion to  the  thought  and  care  expended 
in  compiling  hsts  of  books  for  high 
school  students,  there  is  too  little  real 
use  made  of  these  suggestions.  Yet  our 
boys  and  girls  do  read,  and  read  much — 
just  as  much  as  did  those  of  former  gen- 
erations. 

The  moving  pictures  bring  to  them  the 
combination  of  scenery  and  action  that 
formerly  could  be  found  only  in  books. 
There  is  left  for  their  imagination  merely 
the  conversation  that  would  naturally  ac- 
company the  action.  The  moving  pictures 
have  come  to  stay,  so  why  should  we  be- 
moan the  fact  that  this  generation  de- 
clares that  Dickens  and  his  contempo- 


raries are  tiresome  "because  it  takes  them 
so  long  to  get  anywhere."  These  chil- 
dren can  see  the  actual  stage-coach  roll- 
ing along  a  real  English  road  carrying 
little  David  away  to  school.  They  can 
sympathize  with  him  very  keenly,  for 
they  see  the  many  trials  that  befall  him. 
Why,  they  even  have  persona!  knowledge 
of  the  greedy  waiter's  perfidy !  The  whole 
story  becomes  as  real  to  them  as  it  did 
to  us  who  poured  over  the  actual  book. 
Yet  we  cannot  but  regret  that  they  are 
losing  the  joy  of  creating  these  figures 
in  their  own  imagination.  They  will  miss 
the  pleasure  of  discovering  a  Pecksniff, 
a  Mark  Tapley,  or  a  Mrs  Jellaby  among 
their  casual  acquaintances. 

To  go  back  to  the  subject  of  moving 
pictures :— the  bad  English  of  many  of 
the  descriptions  and  the  slang  and  vul- 
garity in  some  of  the  conversations 
thrown  on  the  screen,  are  greatly  to  be 
deplored.  But  the  fact  remains  that  a 
large  part  of  our  high  school  students 
is  doing  tliat  sort  of  reading.  Because 
of  this,  the  librarian  must  do  a  large  part 
in  creating  a  demand  for  the  highest 
grade  of  screen  pictures.  She  must  work 
actively  to  create  a  strong  sentiment 
amongst  teachers  and  parents  against 
vulgar  and  low  grade  plays.  She  can 
arouse  an  interest  in  well-worthwhile 
pictures  by  recomtuending  them — not  by 
condemning  the  bad  one.s.  The  picture 
houses  want  the  crowds  and  they  will 
caler  to  the  taste  of  their  audiences. 

Because  of  the  popularity  of  the 
"movies"  the  children  demand  books 
"where  they're  doin'  somethin'  or  sayin' 
-somethin'  all  the  time."  The  wording  of 
this  demand  shows  that  something  should 
be  done. 

In  these  days  when  both  father  and 
mother  are  leading  strenuous  lives  ftill 
of  outside  demands,  the  daily  newspaper 
forms  a  large  part  of  the  reading  mate- 
rial in  many  homes.  We  are  forced  to 
believe  that  the  editorial  page  is  the  one 
that  is  passed  over  without  a  glance  as  to 
its    contents.     The  hastily    constructed 
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sentences  with  no  regard  as  to  their  cor- 
rectness so  far  as  the  English  is  con- 
cerned; the  sensational  prominence  given 
to  crime  and  social  sins  on  the  news 
pages,  make  this  kind  of  reading  posi- 
tively pernicious.  In  spite  of  the  fact 
that  slang  has  been  called  really  live  Eng- 
lish, we  cannot  but  regret  that  any  child's 
reading  outside  of  school  texts  should  be 
composed  largely  of  such  questionable 
English.  Let  us  hope  that  the  high  cost 
and  scarcity  of  paper  may  necessitate  the 
cutting  out  of  many  of  the  sensational 
items  which  go  to  make  up  the  bulk  of 
our  news  to-day. 

The  circulation  statistics  of  maga- 
nnes  show  that  we  are  a  nation  of 
magazine  readers;  but  the  largest  cir- 
culations, as  we  all  know,  are  main- 
tained by  the  purely  entertaining  ones. 
Our  high  school  students  read  these 
and  await  eagerly  the  next  issue  of 
some  favorite  magazine  in  order  that 
they  may  follow  the  marvelous  adven- 
tures of  their  favorite  hero.  We  can- 
not ignore  the  fact  that  much  of  the 
popular  magazine  fiction  gives  dis- 
torted ideas  of  life  and  its  problems. 
The  lack  of  respect  for  all  authority, 
the  frank  discussion  of  strained  marital 
relations,  the  total  ignoring  of  the 
sanctity  of  home  life  as  depicted  in 
many  of  these  stories  offer  poor  mental 
food  for  any  one,  and  that  which  is  posi- 
tively dangerous  for  youth. 

The  cheap  editions  of  novels  give  to 
booklovers  the  opportunity  to  own  and 
enjoy  really  good  books — hooks  that 
make  for  character.  But  there  are  all 
sorts  of  novels  published  in  these  edi- 
tions, and  many  have  the  added  fasci- 
nation of  having  been  "best  sellers"  in 
their  first  edition.  Even  this  source  of 
reading  needs  to  be  watched  carefully 
by  the  high  school  librarian. 

It  is  human  nature  to  want  to  do 
what  everyone  else  is  doing;  so  our 
high  school  students  are  eager  to  read 
the  new  novels  as  they  come  out.  It  is 
noticeable,  though,  that  they  do  not 
care  very  much  for  those  books  that  dis- 
cuss social  problems  apart  from  the 
action  of  the  plot.  They  want  books 
that  end  happily  even  if  that  happiness 


may  have  been  gained  in  a  questionable 
way. 

Now  because  of  these  conditions  it  is 
in  the  province  of  the  high  school  li- 
brarian, rather  than  in  that  of  the  regu- 
lar librarian  to  offer  suggestions  for 
their  improvement. 

The  very  first  suggestion  that  I  want 
to  make,  is  that  we  start  farther  back 
than  with  the  girls  and  boys  of  the 
high  school.  If  the  librarian  sends  out 
to  the  grades,  from  the  sixth  up,  groups 
of  interesting  books,  the  children  begin 
to  feel  that  the  school  library  is  really 
theirs,  and  they  become  eager  to  use  it. 
If  it  is  possible  to  have  the  individual 
child  return  the  books  after  he  has  read 
tliem,  it  will  cultivate  a  familiarity  with 
the  workings  of  the  library  and  a 
friendship  with  the  librarian  which  will 
be  a  great  help  when  these  same  chil- 
dren become  the  homesick  freshmen  of 
the  high  school.  There  will  always  be 
one  place  where  they  know  what  to  do. 
Then  the  children  of  the  eighth  grade 
may  be  invited  to  the  library  once  a 
week  just  to  read  what  they  desire. 
Some  of  them  will  know  what  they 
want,  and  these  can  be  quickly  directed 
to  the  proper  shelves.  Then  the  libra- 
rian can  suggest  to  the  others,  in  a  gen- 
eral way,  several  books  and  magazines 
that  may  prove  interesting.  Even  if 
some  of  them  spend  the  first  two  or 
three  hours  in  looking  at  pictures,  that 
time  is  not  wasted.  They  are  uncon- 
sciously forming  the  much  talked-of 
"library  habit,"  It  is  most  interesting 
to  watch  the  development  along  this 
line. 

Furthermore,  we  should  begin  with 
the  teachers.  We  need  their  hearty 
cooperation  for  the  advancement  of  our 
work  just  as  much  as  they  need  our 
help.  If  the  teachers  are  not  able  to 
show  a  familiarity  with  the  books  in 
the  school  library,  if  they  choose  their 
lists  of  suggested  reading  without 
thought  for  the  particular  needs  of  their 
pupils,  then  the  reading  of  those  pupils 
will  be  far  from  effective;  it  will  be 
done  because  it  is  required  and  not  be- 
cause it  is  a  real  pleasure.  A  teacher's 
casual  reference  to  a  character  or  to  a 
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description  in  a  certain  book  which  has 
some  bearing  upon  the  particular  topic 
under  discussion  in  the  classroom,  will 
do  much  toward  making  that  book  a 
popular  one  with  the  members  of  that 
class. 

Have  the  teachers  of  English  work 
with  the  librarian  in  preparing  lists  of 
suggested  reading  for  each  class  in  the 
high  school.  Revise  these  lists  each 
year  to  suit  the  personnel  of  the  new 
classes,  so  that  the  students  will  not 
feel  that  the  work  is  cut  and  dried.  At 
all  times  these  lists  should  be  suffi- 
ciently varied  in  subject  matter  and 
g^adc  to  meet  the  tastes  of  almost 
everyone.  But  if  you  find  anyone  who 
is  looking  with  longing  eyes  at  the 
"grazing  beyond  the  fence,"  then  try  to 
satisfy  that  longing  by  directing  atten- 
tion to  something  not  on  the  prescribed 
list,  which  answers  the  requirement  of 
being  written  in  good  English.  The 
school  librarians  have  the  great  advan- 
tage of  not  being  compelled  to  satisfy 
the  demands  of  the  general  public,  and 
therefore  there  need  not  be  any  book 
on  the  fiction  shelves  that  would  be 
questionable  from  the  moral  standpoint. 
Yet  the  school  librarian  must  be  willing 
to  consider  the  opinions  of  the  parents; 
for  they  have  opinions  concerning  the 
hooks  that  their  children  are  given  at 
school.  One  mother  sent  word  that 
she  could  not  understand  what  the  li- 
brarian was  thinking  of — ^to  give  her 
innocent  little  girl,  a  member  of  the 
junior  class,  "The  rise  of  Silas 
I^pham"  to  read  in  connection  with 
her  study  of  American  history. 

In  preparing  these  lists  of  suggested 
reading,  our  eagerness  to  set  a  high 
standard  must  not  cause  us  to  lose  sight 
of  the  fact  that  we  are  dealing  with 
children.  They  want  .'something  that 
appeals  to  the  imagination  as  did  the 
fairy  tale  in  earlier  years — something  in 
which  the  hero  or  the  heroine  triumph-* 
over  many  difficulties.  Human  nature 
has  not  changed,  and  we  have  the  same 
sort  of  girls  as  those  that  wept  over 
Elsie's  sore  trials  while  they  thrilled 
with  the  descriptions  of  southern  hos- 
pitality :  the  same  sort  of  boys  as  those 


that  followed  Dick  Carter  and  like 
heroes  through  many  vicissitudes  to 
final  well-deserved  success.  The  char- 
acters that  do  impossible  things  in  auto- 
mobiles, motor-boats,  aeroplanes,  etc., 
appeal  to  this  imagination;  and  we 
must  be  very  subtle  in  leading  them 
from  a  low  grade  of  books  which  must 
produce  mental  indigestion,  to  a  higher 
standard  in  which  the  characters  really 
live. 

The  librarian  must  secure  the  co- 
operation of  all  the  teachers,  not  merely 
of  those  in  the  English  department. 
Their  interest  can  be  aroused  by  mak- 
ing short  lists,  from  time  to  time,  of 
new  material  in  the  library  that  has 
special  reference  to  the  topics  being 
discussed  in  the  individual  depart- 
ments. In  making  up  these  lists,  be 
not  a  despiser  of  small  things— post- 
cards, newspaper  clippings,  magazine 
illustrations,  advertising  folders  are 
frequently  very  important  items.  In 
this  way  the  non-fiction  articles  in  the 
magazines  can  be  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  students. 

The  magazines,  of  which  there 
should  be  as  large  and  varied  a  list  as 
possible,  can  be  used  to  great  advan- 
tage by  the  librarian  in  winning  those 
that  pride  themselves  upon  reading 
nothing  but  newspapers.  A  boy  who 
finds  the  sporting  page  especially  inter- 
esting, will  be  quite  willing  to  read  an 
article  on  baseball  or  on  football  writ- 
ten by  someone  whose  name  means 
much  in  that  particular  .sport.  He  will 
read  this  article  if  his  attention  is  called 
to  it;  but  he  will  never  find  it  for  him- 
self. His  discovery  that  these  men 
whom  he  admires,  write  for — the  St. 
Nicholas  for  instance — gives  him  a 
much  higher  opinion  of  that  magazine. 

Pictures  are  attractive  to  everyone, 
and  finely  illustrated  editions  of  clas- 
sics may  be  just  the  bait  needed  to 
catch  certain  wary  ones  that  have  read 
<mly  what  is  actually  required  and  have 
done  that  reading  with  some  grum- 
bling. Then,  too,  familiarity  with  those 
fine  editions  creates  a  desire  to  own 
books  of  that  sort,  and  thus  the  appre- 
ciation of  the  beautiful  is  cultivated. 
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The  story  hour  in  the  libraries  has 
done  much  to  attract  the  little  ones  to 
the  children's  rooms.  Where  it  is  at 
all  possible  to  have  a  reading  hour  for 
a  high  school  group,  there  will  be  grati- 
fying results.  Someone  who  really 
loves  poetry  and  who  has  a  pleasant 
reading  voice  can  then  read  aloud  good 
poetry — that  which  has  fire  and  action 
as  well  as  that  which  appeals  to  the 
emotions  and  to  the  love  of  the  beauti- 
ful. It  is  because  the  rhythm  is  so  fre- 
•  quently  lost  by  mere  eye  reading,  that 
our  girls  and  hoys  do  not  care  for 
poetry.  This  reading  hour  in  the  li- 
brary will  produce  much  better  results 
than  the  reading  of  the  same  literature 
in  the  classroom.  The  surroundings 
seem  to  make  it  so  much  more  effect- 
ive. Here  again  the  librarian  must  de- 
pend upon  the  assistance  of  the  teach- 
ers to  make  this  a  worthwhile  part  of 
the  library  work.  There  should  be  an 
expression  of  some  sort — of  pleasure  or 
the  reverse — from  each  one  of  the 
group  so  entertained ;  and  the  attitude 
of  the  teachers  of  English  will  have 
much  weight  in  deciding  what  these  ex- 
pressions shall  be. 


An  Appeal 
To   librarians    and    library    trustees    of 

Illinois : 

The  Illinois  library  association  has  in- 
troduced into  the  state  legislature  two 
bills  that  deserve  the  earnest  support  not 
only  of  all  members  of  the  association 
but  also  of  voters  in  any  degree  inter- 
ested in  library  matters.  Your  coopera- 
tion is  urged  in  reaching  all  members  of 
each  house  to  impress  upon  them  that 
informed  public  opinion  is  behind  these 
measures.  Written  communications 
from  librarians  and  board  members  to 
the  senators  and  representatives  from 
their  districts  urging  their  support  of 
these  bills  will  be  the  most  effective 
means  of  securing  their  passage.  Simi- 
lar letters  should  be  addressed  to  the 
chairmen  of  committees  to  which  these 
bills  have  been  referred. 

1.  "A  bill  for  an  act  to  enable  coun- 
ties to  provide  free  public  libraries." 

Introduced  in  the  senate  bv  Senator 


Pervier  as  Bill  number  185  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  of  which 
the  Senator  Richard  J.  Barr  is  chairman. 

Introduced  in  the  House  by  Represent- 
ative Frederick  A.  Brewer  as  Bill  num- 
ber 345  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Education,  of  which  Representative 
Norman  G.  Flagg  is  chairman. 

This  bill  will  make  it  possible  for  coun- 
ties to  establish  libraries  that  will  serve 
the  needs  of  their  entire  population.  It 
is  anticipated  that  such  a  law  will  beneiit 
most  those  counties  having  few  or  no 
libraries.  It  is  a  practical  educational 
measure  that  should  do  much  to  develop 
library  facilities  for  the  rural  population 
and  bring  Illinois  up  to  the  grade  of  other 
states  in  this  respect. 

2.  "A  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  incor- 
porate cities  and  villages." 

Introducecl  in  the  senate  by  Senator 
Dunlap  as  Bill  number  178  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Municipalities,  of 
which  Senator  James  J.  Barbour  is  chair- 
man. 

Introduced  in  the  house  by  Represent- 
ative Stanfield  as  Bill  number  410  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Munici- 
palities, of  which  Hon  Gotthard  A.  Dahl- 
berg  is  chairman. 

The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  restore  to 
library  boards  in  commission-governed 
cities  and  villages  the  powers  delegated 
to  them  under  the  library  law.  In  several 
cities  which  have  adopted  the  commis- 
sion form  of  government  the  functions 
of  the  library  board  have  been  assumed 
by  the  commission  and  the  library  placed 
under  the  control  of  one  commissioner. 
There  is  urgent  need  of  relief  from  this 
most  unsatisfactory  condition.  Appar- 
ently there  is  no  recourse  unless  this  bill 
becomes  law.  Urge  this  insistently  upon 
your  representatives.  Do  not  delay  till  a 
more  convenient  time.  Do  it  now. 
Charles  J.  Bare, 

President. 

The  text  of  the  bills  follow : 
Senate  Bill  No.  185 

An  Act  to  enable  counties  to  provide  free 
public   libraries. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of 
the  Stale  of  Illinois  represented  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly;  That  on  a  petition  signed 
by  not  less  than  100  legal  voters  of  a  county. 
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the  county  board  of  such  county  may  estab- 
liah  and  maintain  at  the  county  seat  or  in 
some  other  city  or  village  in  the  county, 
a  public  library  and  reading  room  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  ihc  inhabitants  of  such 
county,  or  may  contract  with  some  existing 
library  or  libraries  in  such  county  for  the 
use  of  the  county  and  its  inhabitants  of 
the  books  and  periodicals,  the  building, 
reading  room  and  other  facilities  of  such 
library  or  libraries. 

Sec  2.  Every  such  library  shall  be  free 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  countv 
where  the  same  is  located,  subject  to  such 
reasonable  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  the  library  board  hereinafter 
provided  for,  or  the  management  of  the 
library  or  libraries  with  which  said  county 
board  may  contract. 

Sec.  3.  In  all  cases  where  a  county  board 
shall  establish  a  library  under  the  provisions 
of  section  i  hereof,  a  library  board  of  five 
<5)  members  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
county  board,  which  library  board  shall 
serve  without  compensation.  The  terms  of 
office  of  the  members  of  the  first  board  shall 
be  one  {!),  two  (2).  three  <3),  four  (4)  and 
five  (5)  years  respectively,  and  thereafter 
each  new  member  shall  be  appointed  for  a 
term  of  live  (S)  years.  Vacancies  occa- 
sioned by  death,  removal,  resignation  or 
otherwise,  shall  be  tilled  for  the  unexpired 
term   in   like   manner   as   original   appoinl- 


Sec.  4.  The  members  of  said  board  shall 
immediately  after  their  appointment  meet 
and  organize  by  electing  one  of  their  num- 
ber as  president  and  one  as  secretary.  Such 
board  shall  make  and  establish  from  time  to 
time  such  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  for 
its  guidance  and  for  the  government  of  the 
reading  room,  library  and  branches  which 
may  be  established  as  thry  may  deem  ex- 
pedient not  inconsistent  with  this  act. 

The  fiscal  year  of  such  board  shall  close 
at  the  same  time  at  which  the  fiscal  year  of 
the  county  is  closed.  \n  annual  report  to 
the  Illinois  Library  Extension  commission 
shall  be  made  by  such  board  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  February  of  each  year. 

Sec.  5.  Such  board  shall  have  power  to 
receive  and  administer  gifts,  and  donations 
of  real  and  personal  property  for  library 
purposes,  to  establish  and  maintain  as  many 
branches  or  library  stations  within  the  dif- 
ferent townships  or  divisions  of  the  county 
as  may  be  deemed  requisite  or  advisable, 
to  provide  for  the  circulation  of  books,  peri- 
odicals, pictures,  etc.,  throughout  the  county 
and  shall  exercise  all  powers  and  do  all 
acts  necessary  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of 
this  Act 

Sec.  6.  Said  board  shall  appoint  a 
librarian  and  fix  his  compensation.  Such 
librarian  shall  hold  a  certificate  of  qualifi* 
cation  issued  by  the  Illinois  Library  Exten- 
sion commission. 


Sec  7.  A  tax  of  not  to  exceed  two  (2> 
mills  on  the  dollar  on  the  assessed  value  of 
all  taxable  property  within  such  county  U 
may  have  established  a  library  or  libraries, 
or  as  may  have  entered  into  a  contract  with 
existing  library  or  libraries  provided  herein, 
shall  be  assessed,  levied  and  collected  by 
such  county  in  the  manner  provided  for  the 
assessment,  levying  and  collection  of  other 
taxes  for  county  purposes,  the  proceeds  of 
which  tax  shall  be  placed  in  a  separate  fund 
to  be  known  as  the  "Library  Fund,"  which 
fund  shall  be  expended  only  for  library 
purposes. 

Sec,  8.  No  moneys  shall  be  drawn  from 
such  library  fund  except  upon  warrants 
drawn  by  the  president  and  secretary  of 
such  library  board  in  case  where  a  library 
is  established,  or  by  the  main  executive 
officer  of  the  library  or  libraries,  and  the 
president  of  the  county  board  in  cases  where 
only  a  contract  is  made  with  an  existing 
library   or   libraries. 

Sec.  9.  Whenever  it  shall  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient by  such  hoard  to  erect  a  building  or 
purchase  a  site  or  to  accumulate  a  fund  for 
either  or  both  of  these  purposes,  such  board 
may  proceed  in  the  manner  provided  for  the 
carrying  out  of  similar  purposes  in  an  Act 
entitled,  "An  Act  to  authorize  cities,  incor- 
porated towns  and  townships  to  establish 
and  maintain  free  public  libraries  and  read- 
ing rooms,"  approved  and  in  force  March 
7.   1872.  as  subsequently  amended. 

Senate  Bill  No.  178 

.An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled,  "An  Act 
to  provide  for  the  incorporation  of  cities 
and  villages."  approved  April  10,  1872,  in 
force  July  1,  1872.  as  subsequently  amended, 
by  adding  to  article  13  of  said  Act,  a  new 
section  to  be  known  and  designated  as  sec- 
tion 24a. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  represented  in  the 
General  Assembly:  That  an  Act  entitled, 
"An  Act  to  provide  for  the  incorporation  of 
cities  and  villages,"  approved  April  10,  1872, 
in  force  July  1.  1872,  as  subsequently 
amended,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amend- 
ed by  adding  to  article  thirteen  (XIII)  of 
said  Act  a  new  section  to  be  known  and 
designated  as  section  twenty-four-a  (24a), 
which  said  section  is  to  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  24a.  In  any  city,  town  or  village 
which  has  adopted,  or  may  hereafter  adopt, 
the  form  of  government  prescribed  in  this 
article,  any  public  library  or  libraries  for 
such  city,  town  or  village,  shall  be  estab- 
lished, maintained  and  conducted  in  all  re- 
spects in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
an  .\ct  eniilled,  "An  Act  to  authorize  cities, 
incorporated  towns  and  townships  to  estab- 
lish and  maintain  free  public  libraries  and 
reading  rooms."  approved  and  in  force 
March  7,  1872,  as  the  same  has  been  or  may 
be   subsequently   amended. 
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"The    Empress    of    the    Balkans,"    and 
"The   literary   history   of   the   Southern 
Slavs,"  a  work  soon  to  be  published  in 
England,  and  probably  in  America. 
Central 

The  St  Louis  public  library  has  pre- 
pared a  very  attractive  invitation  to  visit 
its  main  library  building  and  to  make  free 
use  of  its  books,  to  be  sent  to  prominent 
visitors  to  St  Louis. 

Christine  S.  Trepp,  Pratt,  '99,  for 
some  years  on  The  Johns  Hopkins  li- 
brary staff,  has  been  made  cataloger  at 
the  John  Crerar  library,  Chicago, 
Illinois. 

The  circulation  of  the  Cleveland  pub- 
Uc  libran'  for  1916  was  3,224,908  v.,  a 
gain  of  71,125.  There  was  a  loss  of  84,- 
907  in  adult  circulation  and  an  increase 
of  156,032  in  the  juvenile.'  Number  of 
visitors  recorded  was  2,059,853.    ' 

The  first  branch  of  the  Chicago  pub- 
lic library  to  be  erected  from  a  regular 
library  fund,  was  dedicated  on  Lincoln's 
birthday  with  appropriate  exercises.  It 
will  be  called  Woodlawn  branch  and  is 
located  at  the  comers  of  Sixty-third 
Street  and  Kimbark  avenue. 

The  Public  library  of  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  has  been  made  residuary 
legatee  of  $100,000  try  the  will  of  F.  N. 
Finney,  who  lived  in  Pasadena,  Cali- 
fornia, at  the  time  of  his  death,  but  who 
was  a  resident  of  Milwaukee  when  the 
will  was  made. 

Josephine  O'FIynn,  librarian  of  the 
Detroit  Bar  association,  died  February 
IS,  at  her  home  in  that  city. 

Miss  O'FIynn  was  connected  with 
the  Detroit  public  library  for  many 
years.  She  was  graduated  from  the 
Drexel  institute  library  school  and  for 
sometime  had  charge  of  the  apprentice 
class  in  the  Detroit  public  library. 

Charles  R.  Rush,  librarian,  Public 
library,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  has  been 
appointed  chairman  of  the  Library  sec- 
tion of  the  International  Rotary'  club. 
The  annual  conference  of  this  organiza- 
tion will  be  held  at  Atlantic  City,  Tune 
17-21.  ■' 

Henry  M.  UtIey,  for  27  years  librarian 
of   the   Public   library   of   Detroit,   and 


for  four  years  librarian  emeritus  of  the 
same  institution,  died  in  that  city,  Feb- 
ruary 16,  after  a  long  illness  caused  by 
a  nervous  breakdown,  two  years  ago. 
Mr  Utley  was  past  80  years  of  age. 

The  report  of  the  Public  library  at 
Grand  Rapids  has  an  interesting  phase 
of  statistics  in  what  is  termed  "total  of 
all  records  of  service"  which  reaches 
the  sum  of  1,042,646.  This  includes 
books  issued  for  home  use,  books  used 
in  the  reference  room,  readers  in  the 
reference  room,  visitors  to  exhibitions, 
attendance  at  lectures,  attendance  at 
story  hours,  etc.  The  number  of  card 
holders  is  27,621,  number  of  books  in 
the  library  168,962. 

In  1912.  the  St  Louis  public  library 
commenced  a  series  of  what  is  termed 
"visitors'  nights"  which  are  still  con- 
tinued and  the  interest  manifested  in  this 
innovation  shows  no  sign  of  abating.  The 
twenty-second  visitors'  night  was  held  on 
February  16  in  the  children's  room  and 
the  special  feature  was  a  demonstration 
of  story  telling  which  was  attended  by 
about  200  persons.  Stories  were  told  by 
four  ladies  representing  the  Board  of  ' 
education,  the  Municipal  playgrounds  and 
two  of  the  branch  libraries. 

The  Public  library  of  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  is  contemplating  a  central  informa- 
tion service  connected  by  telephone  with  i 
the  steel  works  in  the  city,  the  same  to  I 
be  in  charge  of  an  expert  librarian  who 
will  give  his  entire  time  to  the  needs  of 
the  steel  industries.  The  steel  com- 
panies are  to  make  contributions  in 
money  and  material  and  will  appoint  two 
practical  experts  to  cooperate  with  the 
library  authorities  and  advise  them  in  the 
selection  of  the  books  and  the  rules  for 
borrowers. 

The  books  in  the  Birchard  library  of 
Freemont,  Ohio,  are  being  inspected  in 
regard  to  their  binding.  Mary  E.  Ensign 
of  the  hook-binding  department.  Public 
library.  Cleveland.  Ohio,  has  the  matter 
in  hand  and  with  the  assistance  of  the 
staff  is  rebinding,  mending  and  discarding 
the  volumes  under  attention.  The  assist- 
ants are  working  with  Miss  Ensign  and 
when  the  work  is  complete  it  is  expected 
that  it  will  add  greatly  to  the  appearance 
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of  Utica.  The  library  also  displayed  at 
the  same  time  a  recent  gift  of  curios. 

The  annusl  report  of  the  Carnegie  li- 
brary of  Braddock,  Pennsylvania,  records 
the  circulation  of  360,666  v.  In  the  read- 
ing room,  52,428  books  and  32,789  pe- 
riodicals were  consulted.  The  children's 
room  was  affected  by  quarantine  for  a 
considerable  time  but  the  circulation  was 
52,215  V.  The  amount  spent  for  books 
was  $4,000  and  $800  for  periodicals. 
Classes  from  the  high  school  were  in- 
structed in  the  arrangements  and  use  of 
the  library. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Free  li- 
brary of  Gcrmantown.  Pennsylvania, 
records  an  increase  in  thi'  number  of 
books  used  but  a  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  visitors.  This  last  is  l;iid  t«»  the 
industrial  proj.peritj-  of  the  town  as  in 
hard  times  the  working  man  uses  the 
library  as  a  reading  roum.  There  has 
been  an  increase  in  the  use  of  books 
on  travel  and  fine  arts.  The  number  of 
books  in  the  librarv  is  3,392.  number 
circulated,  13,928. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  librarian 
of  Kingston,  New  York,  records  an 
anonymous  gift  of  $1000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  technical  books,  which  latter 
have  been  very  largely  used.  The  in- 
fantile paralysis  in  the  summer  affected 
the  circulation  which  was  51,098v  for 
the  year,  of  which  62  per  cent  was  fic- 
tion. Instruction  in  the  use  of  the  li- 
brary was  given  to  the  freshman  class 
in  the  high  school  with  the  result  of  a 
more  intelligent  use  of  the  catalog  and 
indexes. 

The  annual  repon  of  the  Public  li- 
brary, Englewood,  New  Jersey,  record.s 
number  of  volumes  on  the  shelves,  16.- 
074v.,  circulation  48,287,  Something  over 
one-third  of  these  were  taken  from  the 
children's  room.  Borrowers  cards  now 
number  3,111.  A  number  of  meetings 
have  been  held  in  the  library  during  the 
year.  Exhibits  from  the  L^tin  depart- 
ments of  the  high  school  and  from  the 
Manual  training  class  of  both  grade  and 
high  schools,  were  laid  out  in  the  library'. 
The  exhibit  from  the  Manual  training 
class   consisted  of   a   collection   of  bird 


boxes  for  which  a  prize  was  given  by 
the  Englewood  bird  club. 

Herman  Rosenthal,  chief  of  the  Slav- 
onic division  of  the  New  York  public  li- 
brary, died  suddenly  at  his  home  in  New 
York,  on  January  27.  Mr  Rosenthal  was 
born  in  Russia  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1881  for  the  purpise  of  estab- 
hshing  agricultural  colonies  for  Russian 
Jews.  His  effort  was  not  altogether  suc- 
cessful though  one  colony  in  \Voodbine. 
New  Jersey,  is  still  in  existence.  Mr 
Rosenthal  was  interested  in  publishing 
and  journalism  before  taking  part  in  li- 
brar)-  work  and  also  in  economic  condi- 
tions particularly  on  the  side  of  emigra- 
tion. He  was  appointed  chief  of  the 
Slavonic  division  of  the  New  York  public 
library  in  1898.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
editorial  board  of  the  Jewish  encyclo- 
pedia and  contributed  to  various  period- 
icals. He  also  published  several  volumes 
of  poetry,  original  work,  as  well  as  trans- 
lation of  scholarly  treatises  from  Ger- 
man and  Russian. 

Woislav  M.  Petrovitch  has  Iwren  ap- 
pointed chief  of  the  Slavonic  division  of 
the  New  York  public  library,  and  as- 
sumed his  duties  on  February  13.  Mr 
Petrovitch  received  his  education  in  Ser- 
bia, his  native  country,  at  the  University 
rif  Belgrade.  He  also  holds  a  Bachelor's 
degree  from  George  Washington  univer- 
sity, Washington,  D.  C.  He  was  for  two 
years  assistant  librarian  in  the  Bureau  of 
statistics  in  the  Department  of  commerce 
and  labor,  and  has  been  an  assistant  in 
the  copyright  office  of  the  Library  of 
Congress.  From  1906  to  1909  he  was 
vice-consul  of  the  United  States  at  Bel- 
grade and  from  1913  to  1916  was  an  at- 
tache of  the  Serbian  legation  in  London. 
Recently  he  has  l)ecn  lecturing  on  the 
French  language  and  literature  at  New 
York  University.  He  has  written  French. 
English.  German,  Russian,  and  Italian 
grammars  for  the  use  of  Serbians,  as 
well  as  Serbian  grammars  for  the  use  of 
persons  speaking  English,  German,  and 
French.  He  is  the  author  of  "Hero  tales 
and  legends  of  the  Serbians,"  "Serbia: 
Her  people,  history,  and  aspirations,"  an 
adaptation   of   a    Serbian   drama   called 


.,,""-ii.y  Google 


130 


Public     Libraries 


"The    Empress    of    the    Balkans,"    and 
"The   literary  history   of   the   Southern 
Slavs,"  a  work  soon  to  be  published  in 
England,  and  probably  in  America. 
Central 

The  St  Louis  public  library  has  pre- 
pared a  very  attractive  invitation  to  visit 
Its  main  library  building  and  to  make  free 
use  of  its  books,  to  be  sent  to  prominent 
visitors  to  St  Louis. 

Christine  S.  Trepp,  Pratt,  "99,  for 
some  years  on  The  Johns  Hopkins  li- 
brary statf,  has  been  made  cataloger  at 
the  John  Crerar  library,  Chicago, 
Illinois. 

The  circulation  of  the  Cleveland  pub- 
lic libranr  for  1916  was  3,224,908  v.,  a 
gain  of  71,125,  There  was  a  loss  of  84,- 
907  in  adult  circulation  and  an  increase 
of  156,032  in  the  juvenile.  Number  of 
visitors  recorded  was  2,059,853^.-   ' 

The  first  branch  of  the  Chicago  pub- 
lic library  to  be  erected  from  a  regular 
library  fund,  was  dedicated  on  Lincoln's 
birthday  with  appropriate  exercises.  It 
will  be  called  \Voodlawn  branch  and  is 
located  at  the  corners  of  Sixty-third 
Street  and  Kimbark  avenue. 

The  Public  library  of  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  has  been  made  residuary 
legatee  of  $100,000  by  the  will  of  F.  N. 
Finney,  who  lived  in  Pasadena,  Cali- 
fornia, at  the  time  of  his  death,  but  who 
was  a  resident  of  Milwaukee  when  the 
will  was  made. 

Josephine  O'Flynn,  librarian  of  the 
Detroit  Bar  association,  died  February 
IS,  at  her  home  in  that  city. 

Miss  O'Flynn  was  connected  with 
the  Detroit  public  library  for  many 
years.  She  was  graduated  from  the 
Drexel  institute  library  school  and  for 
sometime  had  charge  of  the  apprentice 
class  in  the  Detroit  public  library. 

Charles  R.  Rush,  librarian.  Public 
library,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  has  been 
appointed  chairman  of  the  Library  sec- 
tion of  the  International  Rotary  club. 
The  annual  conference  of  this  organiza- 
tion will  be  held  at  Atlantic  City,  June 
17-21. 

Henry  M.  Utiey,  for  27  years  librarian 
of   the   Public   library   of   Detroit,   and 


for  four  years  librarian  emeritus  of  the 
same  institution,  died  in  that  city,  Feb- 
ruary 16,  after  a  long  illness  caused  by 
a  nervous  breakdown,  two  years  ago. 
Mr  Utley  was  past  80  years  of  age. 

The  report  of  the  Public  library  at 
Grand  Rapids  has  an  interesting  phase 
of  statistics  in  what  is  termed  "total  of 
all  records  of  service"  which  reaches 
the  sum  of  1,042,646.  This  includes 
books  issued  for  home  use,  books  used 
in  the  reference  room,  readers  in  the 
reference  room,  visitors  to  exhibitions, 
attendance  at  lectures,  attendance  at 
story  hours,  etc.  The  number  of  card 
holders  is  27,621,  number  of  books  in 
the  library  168,962. 

In  1912,  the  St  Louis  public  library 
commenced  a  series  of  what  is  termed 
"visitors'  nights"  which  are  still  con- 
tinued and  the  interest  manifested  in  this 
innovation  shows  no  sign  of  abating.  The 
twenty -second  visitors'  night  was  held  on 
February  16  in  the  children's  room  and 
the  special  feature  was  a  demonstration 
of  story  telling  which  was  attended  by 
about  2SX)  persons.  Stories  were  told  by 
four  ladies  representing  the  Board  of 
education,  the  Municipal  playgrounds  and 
two  of  the  branch  libraries. 

The  Public  library  of  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  is  contemplating  a  central  informa- 
tion service  connected  by  telephone  with 
the  steel  works  in  the  city,  the  same  to 
be  in  charge  of  an  expert  librarian  who 
will  give  his  entire  time  to  the  needs  of 
the  steel  industries.  The  steel  com- 
panies are  to  make  contributions  in 
money  and  material  and  will  appoint  two 
practical  experts  to  cooperate  with  the 
library  authorities  and  advise  them  in  the 
selection  of  the  books  and  the  rules  f(ir 
borrowers. 

The  books  in  the  Birchard  library  of 
Freemont,  Ohio,  are  being  inspected  in 
regard  to  their  binding.  Mary  E.  Ensign 
of  the  book-binding  department,  Public 
library.  Cleveland.  Ohio,  has  the  matter 
in  hand  and  with  the  assistance  of  the 
staff  is  rebinding,  mending  and  discarding 
the  volumes  under  attention.  The  assist- 
ants are  working  with  Miss  Ensign  and 
when  the  work  is  complete  it  is  expected 
that  it  will  add  greatly  to  the  appearance 
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nnd  to  tUe  satisfaction  in  the  use  of  the 
library. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Carnegie- 
Stout  library  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  records 
that  the  year  1916  had  the  largest  circu- 
lation since  1908,  namely,  107,^1  v.  The 
biggest  factor  in  increasing  the  circula- 
tion was  a  publicity  campaign  carried  on 
throughout  1916.  There  were  ehibitions, 
moving  picture  .slides  and  the  library 
booth  held  in  the  State  exposition  in  Du- 
buque where  attractive  book  lists  and 
handbills  were  exhibited  and  some  of  the 
staff  were  present  to  explain  the  work- 
ings of  the  library. 

In  the  re-organization  of  the  Birchard 
public  library,  Fremont,  Ohio,  a  num- 
ber of  valuable  old  manuscripts  are  be- 
ing unearthed.  The  library  will  put 
these  in  a  presentable  shape  and  will 
file  them  away  carefully  for  consulta- 
tion by  those  who  may  be  interested. 
Some  of  these  papers  are  early  plats  of 
towns,  some  of  them  extending  back  to 
the  early  years  of  the  eighteen  hun- 
dreds. Names  of  old  pioneers  and  busi- 
ness men  appear  on  documents  which 
make  important  connecting  links  and 
historical  data  of  the  period  which  they 
represent. 

The  report  of  the  Public  library  at 
Minneapolis  shows  that  1,507,085  books 
were  lent  to  26  per  cent  of  the  city's  popu- 
lation, exclusive  of  the  10,000  school  chil- 
dren who  borrowed  books  from  the  li- 
brary in  1916.  The  most  important  fea- 
ture of  the  work  according  to  the  report, 
was  the  personal  assistance  of  children 
and  foreigners,  the  recreational  features, 
debaters'  work,  the  establishment  of 
friendly  relations  between  the  library  and 
the  public,  and  kindred  things  which  are 
not  to  be  expressed  in  figures. 

County  circulation,  by  parcel  post,  was 
carried  on  to  the  extent  of  15,209  v.; 
29,318  V,  were  added  to  the  library  mak- 
ing a  total  of  319,233  v.  on  the  shelves 
now.  The  library  spent  $5,075  for  pe- 
riodicals and  $24,605  for  books. 

The  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago  library,  records  the 
total  circulation  as  138,8S3v.  from  the 
general  library.  Students  cards  issued 
numbered  5,002.    No  statistics  are  avail- 


able to  give  results  in  the  12  depart- 
mental libraries  located  outside  of  the 
Harper  memorial  building. 

Many  valuable  gifts  were  received  dur- 
ing the  year,  the  most  noted  of  which  are 
as  follows :  From  Dr  F,  W.  Gunsaulus, 
a  number  of  early  manuscripts  and  30 
imusually  fine  speciments  of  early  print- 
ing; Mrs  Emma  B.  Hodge,  books  and 
letters  of  the  Reformation  period:  Mrs 
Henderson,  the  private  library,  number- 
ing S.OOOv,  of  her  late  husband.  Prof  C. 
R.  Henderson;  Mrs  G.  M.  Eckels,  538v. 
relating  to  the  period  of  Cromwell  and 
the  Puritan  revolution,  from  the  library 
of  her  late  husband.  The  library  of  Prof 
R.  F.  Harper,  dealing  exclusively  with 
Semitic  philology,  was  presented  by  his 
heirs.  Mr  D.  Hutcheson  who  previously 
presented  the  university  with  a  collection 
on  Sp'..  iza.  contributed  a  number  of 
books  dealing  with  modem  Greek  history 
and  philologj-. 

South 

Gladys  M.  Dixon,  Pratt,  '12,  formerly 
first  assistant  of  the  Mt.  Washin^on 
branch  of  the  Carnegie  library  at  Pitts- 
burgh, has  resigned  to  take  the  assist- 
ant librarianship  of  the  Public  library 
at  El  Paso,  Texas. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Carnegie  li- 
brary of  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  re- 
cords an  increase  of  20  per  cent  in  the 
circulation  the  largest  part  of  which  was 
in  the  children's  department.  The  circu- 
lation reached  54,068v.,  at  the  cost  of 
eight  cents  per  volume.  Per  capita  cir- 
culation for  the  year  was  two.  A  niun- 
ber  of  important  gifts  of  books  was  re- 
ceived during  the  year. 

In  the  report  of  the  Carnegie  library 
at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  for  1916,  the  com- 
pletion of  the  South  branch  is  mentioned 
as  the  main  fact.  This  branch  opens  li- 
brary facilities  to  an  entirely  new  part 
of  the  city  and  during  the  year,  64,732v 
were  circulated.  The  library  has  41  de- 
positing centers,  including  the  main  li- 
brary, 4  branches  and  24  schools.  The 
total  circulation  was  437,370v.  There 
were  3.^2  special  lists  prepared.  The 
average  ininibcr  of  books  read  per  capita 
was  S.T>.     There  were  54  organizations 
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that  held  485  meetings  in  the  library  dur- 
ing the  year. 

The  beautiful  new  library  building 
for  the  Lawson  McGhee  library  at 
Knoxville,  Tennessee,  was  opened  to 
the  public  on  January  10.  The  exterior 
is  of  terra  cotta,  the  foundations  and 
interior  decorations  of  Tennessee 
marble,  the  wood  work  of  fumed  oak, 
and  the  walls  and  ceiling  are  finished  in 
harmonious  shades  of  brown  and  green. 
The  building  was  erected  with  the 
thought  of  having  a  thoroly  modern  li- 
brary building  with  adequate  conven- 
ience and  economy  of  administration 
equal  to  the  demands  of  the  increas- 
ing use  of  the  library  by  the  com- 
munity. 

The  Lawson  McGhee  library  was 
established  in  1885  by  Colonel  McGhee 
in  memory  of  his  daughter.  May  Law- 
son  McGhee  Williams.  It  was  long  a 
subscription  library,  then  the  tru-stees 
felt  that  the  needs  of  the  growing  city 
would  be  met  more  fully  by  a  free  pub- 
lic library.  The  trustees  therefore,  ef- 
fected an  arrangement  with  the  city  by 
which  they  were  to  erect  and  give  to 
the  city  of  Knoxville,  a  library  build- 
ing on  condition  that  it  should  be 
known  always  as  the  Lawson  McGhee 
library  and  that  it  should  be  adequately 
supported  by  taxation. 

A  singular  coincidence  in  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  new  library  building,  was 
that  it  was  the  centennial  of  the  inau- 
guration of  the  library  movement  in 
Knoxville  in  1817.  With  varying  de- 
grees of  success,  reading  facilities  were 
furnished  to  the  citizens  of  Knoxville. 
until  in  1883  it  received  the  Lawson 
McCJhee  bequest  as  before  mentioned. 
as  a  memorial.  Colonel  McGhee  not 
only  furnished  the  site  and  building  for 
the  library  but  he  provided  the  bonks 
and  the  means  with  which  to  .-support 
the  library  itself.  The  present  library 
contains  over  20.000  v,  mnnv  of  them 
being  rare  old  books. 

The  bronze  memorial  tablet  on  the 
interior  of  the  building  contains  a  fit- 
ting inscription  to  the  generositv  of  Col- 
onel McGhee. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Rosenberg 


library  at  Galveston,  Texas,  records  the 
number  of  books  loaned  for  home  use, 
80,000;  books  added  3,000,  making 
.S9,000  on  the  shelves.  Reserve  shelves 
were  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  dif- 
ferent organizations  of  the  city.  Va- 
rious exhibits  arranged  during  the  year 
attracted  much  attention.  Income  of 
the  hbrary,  $29,1 59 ;  disbursements, 
$29,016;  magazines  and  periodicals, 
$710;  salaries,  $14,189;  miscellaneous 
expenses,  $6,572.  More  than  19,000  per- 
sons attended  the  31  lectures  given  by 
the  library.  The  circulation  of  books 
from  the  children's  department  formed 
43  per  cent  of  the  library's  loan  for  last 
year.  There  are  18.385  borrowers  cards 
in  force. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by 
the  Louisville  public  library  to  extend 
library  privileges  to  Jefferson  County. 
The  Fiscal  Court  appropriated  $5,000 
a  year  for  this  purpose  and  accepted  the 
following  proposition  made  by  the  Li- 
brary Board : 

1)  To  place  at  the   disposal  of  the  tax- 

payers and  residents  of  the  county 
the  entire  resources  of  the  Louis- 
ville free  public  library,  including  the 
use  of  the  circulation,  children's  and 
referehce  departments  and  reading 
rooms  of  the  main  library  ana 
branches  under  the  lame  rulea  as 
govern  the  tax-payers  and  restdcntt 
of  the  city. 

2)  To  establish  stations  in  the  lawns  and 

villages  in  the  county  to  be  con- 
ducted by  the  stations  department  as 
stations  are  conducted  in  the  city. 

3)  To  place  classroom   collections  in   the 

schools    in    the    county   to   be    con- 
ducted by  the  children's  department 
as    class-room    collections    are    con- 
ducted in  the  city. 
West 
The  citv  of  Redcloud.  Nebraska,  has 
received  ri  gift  of  $20,000  for  a  public 
library  from  a  former  citizen. 

The  report  of  the  Public  library  of 
Ogdtn.  Utah,  records  80,000  v.  loaned 
to  10.000  borrowers.  Small  collections 
of  books  in  French.  German,  Swedish 
and  Danish  have  been  largely  circu- 
lated with  the  supply  inadequate  to  the 
demand.  An  exhibition  of  suitable 
books  for  Christmas  gifts  was  held  in 
December.  Small  room  libraries  have 
been  sent  to  the  variou.s  grades  in  the 
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public  schools.  The  children  tn  the 
eighth  grade  have  been  instructed  in 
intelligent  use  of  the  library. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Salt  Lake  City  records  a  year 
of  excellent  work  and  showing  notwith- 
standing the  inconvenience  incident  upon 
additions  to  the  buildings  which  were 
under  construction,  A  new  children's 
department  has  been  arranged,  fitted  with 
L.  B.  steel  stacks  and  furniture  and 
which  doubles  the  capacity  of  the  first 
floor.  Space  has  been  found  for  a  rest 
and  locker  room  for  the  staff  which  adds 
greatly  to  their  comfort. 

Circulation  reached  328,927v,  A  new 
music  department  started  last  year  has 
been  highly  successful.  Inter-library 
loans  were  carried  on  with  26  different 
towns  in  the  state.  Over  470  meetings 
were  held  by  various  organizations  in 
the  library.  Story  hours  were  held 
weekly  throughout  the  year. 
Pacific  cout 

Dorothea  L,  Smith  has  been  appointed 
librarian  of  the  Public  library  of  Wood- 
land, California. 

Mary  E.  Ransom  who  attended  the 
1916  winter  session  of  the  Riverside  Li- 
brary Service  school  is  now  in  charge  of 
the  Hermosa  Beach  library,  a  branch  of 
the  Los  Angeles  County  free  library. 

The  Lincoln  memorial  association  of 
Oregon,  through  its  president  Judge 
Wallace  McCamant,  has  given  to  32 
public  libraries  of  Oregon,  in  com- 
memoration of  Lincoln's  birthday,  sets 
of  Nicolay  &  Hay's  Life  of  Lincoln, 
having  provided  a  set  for  each  library 
which  did  not  have  it  and  could  not 
buy  it. 

Miss  Anne  D.  Swezey,  librarian  at 
Salem,  Oregon,  was  married,  February 
12,  to  Robert  H.  Armstrong  of  Seattle, 
Washington.  Mr  and  Mrs  Armstrong 
will  make  their  home  at  7CE  Boren  Ave- 
nue in  Seattle. 

Alice  Coldren  has  been  appointed  li- 
brarian of  the  Union  high  school,  Yreka, 
California.  Miss  Coldren  g^raduated 
from  the  Normal  school,  Ypstlante  and 
also  took  the  course  offered  by  the  River- 
side public  library. 


At  a  luncheon  held  at  the  Glenwood 
Mission  Inn  in  Riverside,  California,  on 
January  22,  an  organization  of  the 
students  of  the  Riverside  hbrary  school 
was  effected.  Its  purpose  is  to  establish 
a  directory  through  which  the  changes 
and  movements  of  the  school  may  be 
noted. 

The  new  public  library  building  for 
San  Francisco  was  dedicated  and  for- 
mally opened  on  February  16,  A  large 
throng  of  visitors  went  through  ex- 
amining the  beautiful  rooms,  marble 
corridors  and  various  arrangements 
made  for  public  library  service  in  this 
new  building.  Mr  Joseph  O'Connor, 
president  of  the  board  of  library  trus- 
tees, presided  at  the  exercises.  Mayor 
Rolph  gave  an  address  on  behalf  of  the 
city.  Various  other  prominent  speak- 
ers addressed  the  assembly.  The  archi- 
tect, George  W.  Kellam,  expressed  his 
opinion  that  they  had  succeeded  in 
making  a  building  which  was  efficient. 

The  annual  report  of  the  library  of  the 
University  of  California  records  addi- 
tions for  the  year  28,218v,  making  a  total 
of  3323S4V.  in  the  librar>-.  The  effect 
of  the  war  has  been  felt  in  the  field  of 
foreign  gifts  and  exchanges.  Special  at- 
tention has  been  given  during  the  year  to 
map  collection.  A  long  planned  attack 
upon  the  great  accumulation  of  dupli- 
cates was  made.  The  work  of  reclassifi- 
cation and  cataloging  has  progressed 
somewhat  hampered  by  tack  of  funds  and 
adequate  helpers.  About  3,500  cards 
were  added  to  the  dictionary  catalog  and 
57,000  new  cards  added  to  the  depository 
catalog.  There  was  an  increase  in  the 
loan  department  of  23  per  cent.  Circula- 
tion from  the  loan  desk  was  141,595v. 
A  successful  plan  for  the  year  was  the 
permission  for  any  student  of  good 
standing  intending  to  return  in  the  Fall, 
to  draw  books  for  use  during  the  six 
weeks  vacation  following  the  close  of  the 
Spring  term.  There  was  a  loss  of  181v., 
of  which  138  were  taken  from  the  reserve 
shelves.  The  loss  was  so  great  as  to  re- 
quire that  nearly  l,800v.  be  taken  from 
the  open  shelves  and  placed  on  reserve 
at  the  loan  desk.  The  need  of  more  as- 
sistants in  the  reference  department  and 
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at  the  catalog  cases  is  urgently  presented. 
About  8,500v.  belonging  to  the  general 
library  are  on  deposit  in  the  various  de- 
partmental libraries.  The  departmental 
libraries  have,  for  the  most  part,  inade- 
quate accommodations  for  readers  and 
are  under  the  direction  of  clerks  whose 
non-library  duties  occupy  most  of  their 
time.  There  were  1,000  titles  added  to 
the  list  of  serials  currently  received  by 
the  library.  Many  valuable  gifts  of  for- 
eign material  were  received  from  the  Ex- 
position authorities. 

Building  operations  and  plans  have  in- 
terfered seriously  with  the  work  of  the 
library,  the  comfort  of  the  staff  and  the 
success  of  the  work. 

Appropriations  for  the  year  were, 
salaries,  $25,220;  assistants,  $1,900; 
books,  $25,000;  binding,  $5,000;  ex- 
penses, $4,800. 


The  annual  report  of  the  Toronto  pub- 
lic library  is  given  in  the  January  number 
of  the  Book  Bulletin.  The  opening  of 
three  branch  libraries  is  called  the  out- 
standing event  of  the  year.  Attention  is 
called  to  the  growth  in  scope  and  value 
of  the  Robertson  print  collection  of 
which  the  library  has  been  the  fortunate 
recipient  for  several  years.  .\11  the  avail- 
able space  in  the  present  quarters  is  now 
occupied  and  plans  are  under  consider- 
ation for  more  room,  particularly  for  dis- 
play. A  decrease  in  the  use  of  the  refer- 
ence room  is  doubtless  due  to  the  absence 
of  the  young  men  who  were  the  regular 
users  of  the  library,  and  who  arc  now  in 
the  army. 

The  circulation  of  books  among  boys 
and  giris  for  1916.  was  387.351.  A 
course  of  story  telling,  carried  on 
in  all  the  branches  has  enrolled  about 
15,000  children.  The  stories  have  gen- 
erally centered  around  the  names  and 
works  of  those  connected  with  the  his- 
tory of  Canada  with  the  thought  that  the 
new  generation  will  have  a  Canadian  his- 
torical background  which  is  sadly  lack- 
ing in  the  present  generation.  The  total 
use  of  the  books  in  the  main  library  and 
the  branches  was  about  1,200,0CD,  of 
which  940,844v,  were  for  home  use.  The 
reference  library  has  now  100,000v.,  the 
circulating  libraries  185,O0Ov. 


Fordgn 
A  committee  to  collect  books  suit- 
able for  replenishing  the  library  of 
Louvain  after  the  war,  has  been  re- 
cently appointed  in  England.  The  li- 
brarian of  the  John  Rylands  library, 
Manchester,  England  and  the  librarian 
of  the  House  of  Lords  have  the  matter 
in  charge.  The  Rylands  library  will 
also  undertake  to  catalog  and  classify 
the  bocks  and  to  make  records  of  the 
new  volumes. 


When  did  you  learn  to  read?  J.  B.  Ker- 
fooi,  the  brilliant  literary  editor  of  Lift, 
makes  the  startlinft  statement  that  he  is 
still  learning;,  and  substantiates  his  words 
in  his  book,  "How  to  Read."  Nearly  every- 
one, he  says,  thinks  of  the  expression  "learn- 
ing- to  read"  as  having  no  other  naeaning 
than  the  technical,  primary-school  meaning, 
namely,  of  learning:  the  alphabet,  learning  to 
recognize  words  made  out  of  the  alphabet, 
learning  the  dictionary  meanings  of  more 
and  more  words,  and  thus  learning  to  re- 
ceive messages  sent  by  print  or  handwrit- 
ing. As  a  matter  of  fact,  Mr  Kcrfoot  con- 
tends that  "learning  to  read"  means  learn- 
ing to  interpret  the  printed  page,  and  that 
reading  a  novel,  for  instance,  is  a  creative 
performance,  like  playing  a  Beethoven 
sonata.  The  reader  unconsciously,  brings 
into  play  the  sum  total  of  his  own  past 
living  to  render  in  terms  of  his  own  con- 
the  theme  which  the  author  out- 


lin 

Mr  Kerfool's  book  is  written  from  an 
absolutely  fresh  point  of  view — "the  first 
new  idea  in  centuries  on  books  and  read- 
ing," one  reader  says  of  it, — and  a  leading 
critic  remarks:  "How  to  Read  may  deliver  a 
death  blow  at  your  self  esteen,  but  in  dying. 
you  arc  more  likely  than  not  to  get  a 
glimpse,  at  least,  of  the  heaven  of  mental 

For  Sale — Complete  set  Harper's 
Magazine.  134v.  (120  bound).  V.  1  to 
70,  35  years,  with  full  separate  encyclo- 
pedic index.  Address  C.  W.  Spalding, 
1851  Byron  St.,  Chicago. 

Wanted :   Library  trained  young  lady 

of  seven  years'  experience  as  cataloger, 
wishes  to  change  position.  New  Eng- 
land preferred.  Address  "P.  E.  G.." 
care  of  Library  Bureau,  Boston. 

To  Librarians:  For  sale — The  Med- 
ical and  Surgical  History  of  the  Re- 
bellion, six  volumes  complete,  in  splen- 
did condition.  Address  "L.  W.  L.," 
Library  Bureau,  Chicago. 
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Public     Libraries 


OUR 

LIBRARY 

DEPARTMENT 


with  its  many  years  of  experience,  together  with 
our  unsurpassed  stock  of  books  of  all  publishers, 
combine  to  make  a  library  service  of  unequaled 
efficiency. 


Public  Libraries,  Schools, 
Colleges  and  Universities 

have  their  book  orders  handled  intelligently, 
expeditiously  and  accurately  by  us.  and  find  our 
prices  satisfactory.  We  solicit  correspondence 
from  librarians  not  acquainted  with  our  facilities 


A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co. 
Chicago 
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Din.tizi^dbvGoOgle 


Public      LiSraries 


E" 


Standard  library  furniture 


Main  delivery  hall,  Carpenter  Memorial  Library,  Manches- 
ter, N.  H.,  showing  specially  designed,  octagonal  delivery  desk 
manufactured  by  Library  Bureau. 

Write  for  descriptive  mailer  and  information. 

Library  Bureau 

Ta ohaioal    Itbrarr   farnilare   and    •upplic* 
Steal   booktiach  Museuin   eaie* 

Boston  Chicago  New  York 

*3  federmi  il.  S  North  Michinn  av.  31S  Bnudway 

(One  block  «oulh  from  A.  I..  A.  headguarlen,) 

t  hrty-one  Uadinx  cilin  in  tkt  Uitiltd  Slatrs.  Canada.  Crtal  BrilaiK  and  Franu. 


Olizad  by  Google 


The  Largest  Retail  Book  Business 


John  Wanamaker  Stores 

Librarians  will  Tind  our  facilities  the  best  and  the  prices  lowest.  We  have  tint  call 
on  any  special  opportunities  which  publishers  have  to  offer  and  naturally  have  tbe 
pick  of  ine  best  the  market  affords.  Any  book  extant  is  here,  or  will  be  secured  if 
attainable  anywhere.  We  specialize  in  procuring  out-of-print  books.  Lists  for  quo- 
tations receive  prompt  attention.    The  following  catalogues  will  be  sent  upon  request; 

Catalogue  of  Book  Bargains 

Issued  in  February 

SO  per  cent  to  80  per  cent  behw  publication  prices 

Handy  Catalogue  of  Books,  Magazines  and  Book 
^xciah  for  1917 

JOHN  WANAMAKER 
Philadelphia  New  York 


READY! 

Chivers'  1916  Catalog  for  Public 
Libraries 

Offering  twelve  thousand  selected  books. 

Standard  and  new  fiction. 

Adult  and  Juvenile  replacementi. 

Contains  data  of  special  interest  to  librarians. 

Lists  best  editions,  and  reprints,  etc. 

Gives  publishers,  published  price,  and  price  in  Chivers'  three  styles  of  binding — 

ii.  ^  3^ 

Half  Leather  Full  Buckram  Reinforced  in  puUishers'  covers 

Sent  frtt  to  Kbrariana  upon  rtqitttt 

Chivers  Book  Binding  Co. 

911-913  Atlantic  Ave.  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 


..Google 


Ptiblic     Libr 


r*  LIKE  a  ©flCnETH 

THE  SPELL  OF 

THE  SOUTH  bMViS 

THE 


UJOHE  2I-27J9I7. 

Dolized  by  Google 
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CLEARANCE  CATALOGUE 


Contains  Over  750  Tides 


Every  Title  Briefly  Described 

Ready  About  February  28th 


la  so  great  a  number  of  books,  taken  from  the  over- 
stock  of  the  largest  wholesale  dealers  in  the  books  of 
all  publishers,  you  will  surely  find  some  you  will  want. 
Shall  we  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Clearance  Catalogue? 

THE  BAKER  &  TAYLOR  CO. 

Whohtalt  D«al«r«  in  th«  Book*  of  A»  PuMi*h«r* 

354  Fourth  Are.  NEW  YORK  At  Twenty-uxth  St. 


The  Direct  Line 

FrtHn  Chicago  and 
Pmnt*  Northwest  to 

LOUISVILLE 


MDNDK  ROUTE 


Chlcaso.  ladlintpolli  t  Lonli villa  Rt- 

Delentes  to  the  American  Library  Aa- 
sociaiion  June  21-27  will  find  the  Monon 
service  conveDleat.  All  Steel  Sleepiag 
CKrs.  Automatic  Safety  Block  Signals. 
Stop-over  privi leges  at  the  famous 

French  Lick-West  Baden  Springs 

For  iDloTBiaUaB,  nHnatieB*,  addnu 
HERBERT  WILEY,  Caa.  A«.Bt  Pui.  [>>pL 
104  9s.  CUrk  SI.,  Cyeue 


SUMMER  SCHOOL 

June  25-Au8ust  11,  1917 

SEVEN  WEEKS 

Riverside  Ufcrary  Service  SckMl 

ltiv«nlda,  Califoraik 
AnnouDcameata  Rwdy  in  Marek 
LvB«  eema  of  alam  Boirtlw  h— Im 

Octcbv  t,  tatT 
Winter  School  Short  Couria  Besina 
JaniuiT?.  ISIS.  Eitht  Woaka 


NOTE 

We  wish  to  call  special  atten- 
tion to  our  advertising  pages. 
We  appreciate  the  cordial 
support  of  our  advertisers,  and 
trust  our  friends  will  not  over- 
look the  excellent  offerings 
made  in  their  announcsments. 
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William  H.  Rademaekers  &  Son,  Bi^d^ 

Binders  for  the  Newark  Free  Public  Library 
Comer  of  Chester  Avenue  and  Oraton  Street        Newark,  New  Jersey 

We  make  Libntiy  Boakbinding  ■  apeciklty  and  ■uperviae  all  out  work. 

ncltei  baa  taugbt  ui  what  Binding  ia  mo«l  auitabU 


Over  tbirty  yean  experience 
f  ai  Libraiiei  and  Scbool*. 
Saad>i2«alt.,  12 


wUch  wc  wiB  Kad  fro  af  ckarfc  u  tm  may  m«  a  tiMipIc  tf  mt  wtrk 


DECIMAL  CLASSIFICATION 

Ed.  fl,  IfllB.  rerlwl  MdaakiM 

Cloth  M:  full  riailbl  PenUn,  or  half  Boat  17. 
ploi  poatasa  from  Albanr.N.  Y.on4lb.  Indax 
alona:  eloth  U:  fnU  Penlao  or  balf  coat  M. 
plni  poitase  on  1  lb. 

To  be  bad  at  ail  branchai  of  Llbrair  Buraan 
and  of  O.  E.  Steefaert  t  Co. 

Ad*«*  aB  KaU  Ordara  Oinct  la  PriiBihi 

FOREST  PRESS 

LAKE  PLACID  CLUB,  ESSEX  CO.  N.  Y. 


QUALITY  nRST 

BOOK  BINDING 

EifktMB  years'  experience  for 

Public  Libraries 

(All  Through  the  Country) 
WrUm  far  Piicta  ^ndBcokcfPkatieJan 

THE  BOOK  SHOP  BINDERT 

il4-3n  Wart  S^ari«  Sfaaal  CM««t>,  ID 


The  H  R  H  Portfolio  and 
Magazine  Cover 

is  what  you  btve  long  wished  for 

An  expansible  portfolio  that  will  hold  firmly  and  securely 

magazines,  prints  or  loose  papers 

Can  be  laid  flat  on  the  shelf  or  stood  upright  May  be  lettered  on  back  as  a 
book.  Unlike  portfolios  of  the  bellows  variety  it  is  always  compact  and  neat- 
looldng  whether  holding  a  few  prints,  or  six  or  even  twelve,  issues  of  a  maga- 
zine. Has  adjustable  back,  top  and  bottom  flaps  and,  if  desired,  can  be  fitted 
with  side  flap  also,  giving  contents  complete  protection  from  dust. 

Strongly  made  so  as  to  be  serviceable,  yet  not  expensive 

It  U  made  of  stout  binders'  boards  covered  with  paper  or 
cloth  (see  price  list).    Speclsl  sizes  will  be  made  to  order. 

Manufactu«d  fo,  THE  H.  R.  HUNTTING  CO. 

Booksellers  and  Publishers  Springfield,  Mass. 
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G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons 

PabUstaers,  Booksellers  and  Library  Agents 

Our  extensive  general  retail  business  enables  us  to  bu;  both  here  and  abroad, 
on  the  most  favorable  terms. 

We  are  the  only  American  house  handling  library  business  that  has  ita  own 
London  braneh  store.    We  make  purchases  direct,  paying  commissions  to  no  one. 

CORRESPONDENCE       SOLICITED 


Reasons  for  Advertising  in  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

1.  It  does  not  accept  deficient  servers. 

2.  It  vouches  for  the  reliability  of  Us  advertisements. 

3.  It  has  the  largest  circulatioD  of  any  library  periodical  published. 

4.  It  keeps  in  touch. 

5.  One  page  costs  $32  with  time  discounts;  less  space  in  proportion. 

Stnd  in  copy  btfor*  cha  Fiftrtnth  of  th«  month. 


FINE  INKS 

and 

ADHESIVES 

For  those  who 
KNOW 


(Elenul  Writins  Ink 
Enaroulna  Ink 
Taurine  MucUase 
Photo  Mourner  Pu(« 
Dnwinf  Board  Pute 
Liquid  PuU 
Ofllca  Puts 
VesetBblc  Glue,  Etc 
Are  tlie  Finest  and  Best  Inks  and  Adheslves 
Bmudpata  Toonell  trom  the  ue  of  wmoilTe 
and  lU-amaUlDi  Ink*  and  adbMlmMUid  adopt 
tlitHlBKlna'iDkaandAdhealvei.  TbeywOl 
baa  rereliHoo  to  von,  tbn  an  w  tweet,  elaui, 
well  pat  np,  and  wJtIuu  w  affideDt.    Tbeet 
leeda  «e  eepedaU;  adaiptM  foe  lilmiT  nia. 


CHAS.  M.  HIGGINS  &  CO^  Ufa. 

(Bnacbet  Chicaso,  London) 
271  Ninth  Street,       Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


IMPORTANT  TO  UBRARIANS 
A  Typewriter  Exceptional 

The  Multiplex 
Hammond 


Twos 


I  of  I, 


.__[>rlheothn-    __ 
Klect  from,  and  every  known  las tiute. 

Cbuige   your  type  in  an  ini 
one   style  to  another — or  any 

WritaiiadamunUfUt. 

The  Boalpracdcal  Buchtna  for  librair  Werh. 

Laive  trpa  tar  baak  tilUi,  aamas,  ate 

Suull  Ear  carraapaiMlnee,  and  canimmmtmt  am 

AU  Dona  ea  Oaa  MbKIpIh. 
,_  TW  viBcinal  Librariai  at  iLa  cannlrr  ■*•  the 

Catalss  tar  tba  ukins 

Hammond  Typewriter  Co. 

M3  E.  SMh  Street  el  Eut  River 
New  Yerk  Otr.  N.  Y. 


ibyGoogle 


A  Saving  of  40  Per  Cent  to  80  Per  Cent 

In  baying  booka  thia  mearu  a  lot.- 

Catalog  71  includes  splendid  bargains,  books  just  froic  London, 
recent  books  from  Amencan  publishers  at  startling  discounts. 
Catalog  72. — Books  interesting  to  collectors  and  book  lovers 
in  general.     Mailed  free. 

MORRIS  BOOK  SHOP,  24  North  Wabaah  Avenue,  CHICAGO 


QUALITY  AND  SERVICE 

in  Bookbinding  for  Libraries  at  NomineJ  Cost 
WAGENVOORD  &  CO. 


WRITE  FOR  PARTICULARS 


LIBRARY   BINDERS 


LANSING.   MICHIGAN 


ANALYTICAL  CARDS 

For 

Bryce,  American  Commonwealth 

44  CARDS  FOR  30  CENTS 

IstrcMfactor;  offer  until  Junnrr  1, 1917 
List  of  670  other  books 
aualTied  seat  on  reqaeit 

THB  INDEXERS 

JdHb  E.  Elliott,  DlrMliir 


Fifty  years  serving  Libraries 
should  count  for  some  standard 

BOOKBINDING 

Why  not  get  in  touch,  Mr.  Librarian? 
SampUafoft  the  atlffng 

R.  P.  Windder '"«•'■" 


Onr  Library  Department 

nippllei  Bccnrately  and  prompttr 

Books  of  AH  Publishers 

Our  discounts  stand  tbe  test 
of  competitive  quotation,  and 
for  years  we  have  eupplied 
the  chief  public  and  aniver- 
sity  UbraileB  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 
Let  us  act  as  your  agents. 
It  will  save  you  aU  detail, 
and  much  expense. 

Charles  Serlbner's  Sons 

597  Fiftb  AvmM  NEW  YORK  CnT 
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THE  ATHEN^UM 

Subject  Index  to  Periodicals 

tSSUED  AT  THE  REQUEST  OF  THE 

Council  of  the  Library  Association 

Vol.  I,  1915,  royal  4to.,  art  linen,  xvi  +  352  pages,  now  ready. 

The  "Subject  Index"  for  1915  comprises  entries  of  13J74  artides,  selected  from 
420  English,  American,  and  Continental  Periodical  PublicationB  issaed  between  Jantufy 
and  Etecember,  1915.  It  is  based  upon  the  Alphabetical  Subject  Headings  of  the  LibraTy 
of  Congress  (under  revision),  modified  to  suit  English  practice  and  considerabb 
extended.  Annotations  are  introduced  where  the  titles  of  articles  msuffidently  indi- 
cate the  nature  of  their  contents.  Magazine  fiction,_  Verse  and  Essays  not  possessing 
subject  matter  are  not  included.  The  volun»  contains  an  Author  Index  ana  a  list  oi 
Periodicals  indexed. 

Librarians  arc  informed  that  the  edition  of  the  "Sublect  Index"  for  I9IS  has 
been  restricted  to  the  supply  of  immediate  requirements,  and  that  venr  few  copies  will 
remain  on  sale  after  publication.  Sets  of  the  following  Class  Lists  for  19IS  can  itill 
be  supplied: 

CLASS  LISTS  FOR  1915  (Post  Free) 

(a)  ThcalogjF     and     FhlIo»plir.       34     v?-        (0)  Floe    ArU    sdc]    AichiMlogr.      M   pp. 
(Unnli,  1916.)      JS  ceau.  (Seeand    Edidea,    lUr,    l»t6.)      M 

(6)  The  Europcu  Wir.     4S  pp.     (Juairjr,  caOM. 

M  bSs;  cSss.  *»b,..«i«,.  M  '»  "Si. "  "■  "^^^  ""■'  " 
">  \,r>."''..°'s '  "■ '°~"'"'  0)  scSi'Sd'ffij^rs-^  (M. 

<*>  Kccnamlc  ud  PoUtkal  Seienm.    Lmr.  Toarr.  IBlfi-)    W  cent*. 

-=—      /*-_■.■>..«     ■,. «)  Prerenti™  Medidne  Kid  Hjtfnw.     14 

—     '" "^-r,  W1I.J    It  ooUK 


Sets  of  the  above  Class  Lists  for  1915  ....  $2.60  post  free. 

SUBSCMPTIONS  FOR  1916.  Subscribers  for  1916  win  receiTe  •  tolnme 
contolidoting  in  one  alphabet  the  years  1915-16,  as  well  as  an  interim  number,  wfaidi. 
it  is  hoped,  wID  be  issued  toward  the  end  of  1916.  Th^  viU  also  receive  war  re^iasae 
or  oontiatiation  of  tbt  above  Cbus  Lists  whicb  may  be  published  between  October, 
1916v  ud  September,  1917.  Hie  proposed  isine  of  montlilr  ottmben  ii  abandonea 
daring  the  War. 

Subscription  for  1916  (post  free) $12.25. 

N.  B^-A  Discount  of  SO  per  cent  will  be  allowed  to  Libraries  oa  tecmid  or  addi- 
tional copies  ordered  bj  them. 

Sole  Afanfa  for  the  Uniiwd  StaHa 

B.  F.  STEVENS  &  BROWN 

4  Trafalgar  Square  16  Beaver  Street 

London,  W.  C.  """  New  York 

„,„,.iL,Google 
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Published  by  Library  Bureau 


6  K.  Michigan  Ave. 


Chicago,  IlUjioii 


NEW  PUBLICATIONS 

Sdected  liat  of  Ruttian  boakt,  compiled  by  J.  Hand  Campbell,  Director  of  Work  « 
Foreignera,  Hasaachmens  Fre«  Public  Library  CommiMion.  93p.  Paper,  50  oei 
Abont  4W  titlcB. 

Ths  booki  (derud  hurt  ben  cbaKn  willi  ■  Tinr  (a  miwlng  Uw  imdl  of  Ibe  BbwIib  Imadpnil  pa 

Tb>  lin  idn>  ■aoisr.  Uile.  due  md  pUce  of  puMiutiaB  ud  priee  both  IB  Bami»a  nod  U  BwUi 
dewslpliie  nou  >»  En^iUih  and  ths  Dedm^  C1ii>&r>li«i. 
A  Ua  of  Gnu  dceliiif  in  Rudui  fiooka  ii  in  the  prcboe. 

Rseent  fVench  literature:  An  annotated  liet  of  booki  recommeiided  for  libraries,  c< 
piled  by  Sarah  Graham  Bowemum  (Mrs.  Geo^e  F.  Bowemum).  4Ip.  Paper,  25  cei 
Abonl  300  titles. 

In  the  pTAprtfllioa  Af  tUa  Uil  m  attfumpt  hu  baen  Bede  to  incfaide  pvindpelly  beeka  of  Uunrf  n 
bj  Authon  of  fUndlu,  wUcb  en  el  tbe  euDe  lime  miuble  lor  ubUc  lUmarj  Hederi-  74aturaUy.  not  aI 
ibe  book,  are  aciapIDd  Id  foaag  tvAdfn,  bnt  booka  of  pexHcoleirJ^  objectionable  anbject  mener  ud  mev 

bare  been  omitlcd.  even  wb«]  hj  pvmbienl  •nlbon. 


League  of  Library  Commistiona  Handbook,  1916,  compiled   by   t 
Sectetuy  of  the  Pnl^ic  Library  Commission  of  Indiana.     168p.     Paper,  1 


AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  PUBUSHING  BOARD 

78  East  Washington  Street  CHICAGO 


A  Wide  Choice  of 

Chicago  Investments 

Saf^uarded  by 

1.  Oar  more  than  50  yeara'  auccessful  experience  in  handling  Chi- 
cago investments. 

2.  Expert  investigation  by  men  with  years  of  training  in  this  field. 

3.  Conservative  valuations,  based  upon  our  own  carefully-kept 
records  of  values  in  every  part  of  the  city  for  more  than  50  years. 

4.  Title  guarantee  policy  and  all  legal  proceedings  approved  by  our 
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Dear  Sir  or  Madam : 

Do  you  have  PuBUC  LIBRARIES  for  your  per- 
sonal use?  It  not,  would  you  mind  telling  us 
frankly  why  ?  We  want  PUBUC  LIBRARIES  to  go 
into  every  library  in  the  country.     Is  there  any 

food    reason    why    this    should    not    be    done? 
lease  tell  us  what  you  think  about  this  and  why. 

Have  you  followed  the  new  Department  of 
School  Libraries  ?  There  is  definite  school  library 
service  discussed  in  it  every  month  by  good  li- 
brarians of  high  standing,  out  of  their  actual 
experience. 

If  you  do  not  have  our  magazine,  may  we 
send  it  to  you  for  the  remainder  of  the  year 
at  a  correspondingly  low  price?  We  want  to 
help  make  better  libraries,  we  want  to  encourage 
librarians  by  telling  them  what  is  being  done  in 
the  library  world,  and  we  want  to  feel  the  touch 
of  those  who  are  like-minded.  Will  you  help  us 
to  accomplish  our  purpose. 

Please  write  us  frankly  if  you  think  we  can 
do  this  working  together  or  tell  us  with  equal 
frankness  why  you  think  we  cannot. 

Managing  Editor. 
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Being  Fit* 

Adam    Strofam,    librarian.    Public    library, 

Detroit,  Uicb. 

In  music  the  art  of  composition  is 
known  as  counterpoint,  defining  the  prin- 
ciples of  melody  or  adding  a  melody  to  a 
given  theme.  It  can  be  scientifically  de- 
termined if  a  tune  rings  false  or  artistic- 
ally true. 

Every  profession,  every  craft  has  its 
code  that  corresponds  to  the  science  of 
counterpoint.  All  producers  are  poten- 
tial artists.  Although  we  are  only  one 
of  the  factors  that  go  toward  determining 
public  taste,  our  influence  in  that  direc- 
tion is  of  a  d^ree  that  should  bind  us  to 
perform  our  work  in  accordance  with 
good  taste.  There  are  certain  factors 
that  determine  the  fitness  of  things,  some 
elementary  rules  well  recognized,  others 
less  defined  and  instinctive  in  character, 
— training,  attitude,  personal  dignity,  etc. 
— through  it  all  we  may  well  perceive  the 
blending  of  elements  which,  if  properly 
harmonized,  attune  the  individual  to  his 
surroundings ;  fit  him  for  the  service  re- 
quired. 

Let  us  for  a  few  moments  examine  the 
professional  units  that  we  may  fit  to- 
gether into  an  interlocking  mosaic  pat- 
tern. 

I  heartily  agree  with  the  stand  taken 
by  a  well-Imown  librarian  of  the  Middle 
West,  who  remarked  in  part : 

"If  we  are  to  realize  the  aims  of  the 
library  to  pve  an  intelligent,  an  efficient 
service,  proven  competency  and  scholar- 
ship should  be  outstanding  in  the  day's 
work — skill  in  the  technical  work,  a 
broadening  range  of  intellectual  interests 
and  increasing  power  and  mastery  over 
the  literary  materials." 

If  you  agree  with  me  that  these  are 


essentials  I  would  ask  you  not  to  over- 
estimate mere  equipment,  mere  educa- 
tional machinery.  More  important  than 
restrooms,  bulletin  boards,  even  card  cat- 
alogs, are  mental  training,  a  desire  to 
learn  rather  than  to  direct. 

I'm  not  sure  that  we  all  feel  comfort- 
able about  the  general  type  of  the  modem 
librarian,  at  least  in  so  far  as  the  worker 
in  municipal  libraries  is  concerned.  Is 
erudition  a  striking  characteristic,  is  it 
on  the  ascending  scale  or  not?  There  is 
zeal,  enthusiasm,  cleverness,  but  is  there 
really  depth  of  imderstanding,  a  vantage 
point  which  will  give  you  something 
more  than  a  mere  local  point  of  view, 
an  understanding  of  the  library  as  an  in- 
stitution of  learning  and,  before  all,  of 
self -development,  not  sprung  as  a  mere 
novelty  of  A.  L.  A.  ideas,  ^t,  as  other 
institutions,  evolved  in  the  gradual 
growth  of  civilization  and  social  condi- 
tions. Do  we  know  the  past;  are  we 
studying  and  endeavoring  to  keep  in 
touch  with  the  trend  of  things;  are  we 
familiar  with  the  great  forces  and  figures 
in  the  field  of  education,  metaphysics,  re- 
ligion, science,  statesmanship,  etc.?  I 
fear  that  the  library  profession  is  not 
laboring  tmder  a  very  heavy  weight  of 
scholarship.  Our  professional  journals 
are  clogged  with  discussions  of  methods 
and  technique  rather  than  with  interpre- 
tations of  the  vital  principles  underlying 
human  progress. 

Great  teachers,  great  leaders  of  the 
past,  have  exercised  their  influence  and 
left  their  mark,  not  by  virtue  of  any  ripd 
scheme  of  rules,  but  by  weight  of  their 
personality,  their  mental  power  and 
moral  calibre. 

The  public  libran'  is  fulfilling  a  very 
proper,  necessary  function  in  distribut- 
ing up-to-date  information  on  "live" 
questions,  but  if  there  be  truth  in  the 
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statement  that  "the  stock  of  the  library 
is  ideas,"  the  sober  conclusion  forces 
itself  upon  us  that  the  librarian  must  be 
a  disciple  and  a  student  no  less  than  a 
business  manager.  The  modem  library 
stands  ready  to  co-operate  dispassionately 
in  the  civic  and  industrial  adjustment  of 
society,  but  in  assisting  toward  a  solution 
of  this  problem  it  behooves  us  to  be  not 
merely  technical  experts,  but  also  trained 
to  take  the  attitude  of  all  who  are  labor- 
ing for  the  much  discussed  product  of 
centuries,  viz.,  "Culture."  President 
Lowell,  in  a  imiversity  address  last  year, 
defined  culture  as  follows : 

Culture,  therefore,  does  not  mean  the  pos- 
session of  a  body  of  knowledsc  to  all  edu- 
cated men,  for  there  is  no  such  thing  today. 
It  denotes  rather  an  attitude  of  mind  than  a 
specific  amount  of  information.  It  implies 
enjoyment  of  things  the  world  has  agreed 
are  beautiful;  interest  in  the  knowledge  that 
mankind  has  found  valuable;  comprehension 
of  the  principles  that  the  race  has  accepted 
■B  true.  AH  this  involves  a  desire  to  know, 
coupled  with  a  capacity  to  acquire  and 
appreciate. 

With  due  recognition  of  our  fruitful 
technological  preparation  and  practical 
methods,  we  should  not  be  content  with 
being  mere  stokers ;  we  should  climb  to 
the  "captain's  bridge"  and  find  our  bear- 
ings with  an  open  vision  and  brave  divi- 
nation of  the  world's  advance. 

The  recognition  given  the  library  pro- 
fession is  increasing  and  the  material  re- 
wards are  also  on  an  ascending  scale. 
The  economic  life  of  the  library  worker 
is  necessarily  one  of  considerable  individ- 
ual concern,  but  the  dignity  of  the  profes- 
sion and  our  happiness  demand  that  we 
practice  altruism  in  our  attitude  toward 
the  work,  Dr  George  H.  Palmer,  at  an 
important  eastern  educational  conference 
last  year,  made  some  remarks  on  the  dif- 
ference between  the  professional  and 
commercial  career  that  are  worth  while 
heeding.  In  dilating  on  the  spirit  of  die 
service,  he  said  in  part  as  follows : 

The  professional  man  must  live  by  doing 
the  work  which  is  manifestly  of  value  to  the 
public,  and  accordingly  a  stipend  or  salary 
■hould  be  provided  to  cover  the  expenses 
of  that  mode  of  life  which  is  thought  appro- 
priate for  him.  He  should  enjoy  an  exist- 
ence designed  to  secure  three  essential  ele- 
ments in  his  work,  namely — freedom,  efH- 


ciency  and  dignity.  These  are  the  negative 
conditions  of  our  work. 

There  must  also  be  certain  positive  in- 
terests attracting  us  to  our  work.  These  are 
many  but  let  us  confine  our  attention  to  the 
principal  ones. 

The  controlling  purposes  of  onr  labors  I 
would  name  are  a  desire  to  exercise  onr 
powers  with  a  view  to  benefiting  the  com- 
munity; loyalty  to  a  growing  social  service 
— our  profession. 

Strictly  speaking,  every  professional  man 
IS  engaged  in  his  work  for  the  fun  of  the 
thing. 

Our  attitude,  our  feelings  should  be  that  a 
community  really  pays  us  for  doing  what 
we  would  be  glad  to  pay  it  for  being  allowed 
to  do.  In  other  words,  the  compensation 
of  the  professional  man  is  measured  by  hia 
inner  "outgo"  and  not,  like  the  tradesman, 
by  hia  external  "income." 

A  professional  man  dedicates  himself  to 
bring  about  better  conditions.  Ail  the  pro- 
fessions have  this  redemptive  character. 

There  is  a  consensus  of  opinion  that 
modem  library  work  may  be  looked  upon 
as  a  science  of  special  nature.  If  this  be 
true,  and  if  we  contemplate  its  various 
ramifications,  do  not  some  of  our  activi- 
ties come  on  the  borderland  of  a  fine  art, 
or  at  least,  may  not  some  of  our  func- 
tions be  stimulated  by  bearing  in  mind 
some  of  the  ideals  we  identify  with  the 
arts? 

Kenyon  Cox  says  in  part : 

True  art  has  alwajrs  been  the  expression 
by  the  artist  of  the  ideals  of  his  time  and 
of  the  world  in  which  he  lived — ideals  which 
were  his  own  because  he  was  a  part  of  that 
world.  A  living  and  healthy  art  never  has 
existed  and  never  can  exist  except  through 
the  mutual  understanding  and  cooperation 
of  the  artist  and  his  public  Art  is  made 
for  man  and  has  a  social  fupction  to  per- 
form. We  have  a  right  to  demand  that  ii 
shall  be  both  human  and  humane;  that  it 
shall  show  some  sympathy  in  the  artist 
with  our  thoughts  and  feelings;  that  it  shall 
interpret  our  ideals  to  ns  in  that  universal 
language  which  has  grown  up  in  the  course 

These  remarks  have  a  very  dose  ap- 
plication to  the  professional  make-up  of 
the  librarian;  the  relation  between  blm 
and  the  public.  The  success  of  the  libra- 
rian; the  response  that  his  efforts  will 
meet,  will  depend  very  largely  upon  the 
understanding,  the  ideals  that  he,  as  a 
scholar  and  public  servant,  can  bring  to 
bear  upon  the  problem. 

True  ambition  aims  at  self-develop- 
ment rather  than  gratification  of  ego- 
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tistic  vanity;  our  work,  our  profession, 
should  be  our  great  chastener.  One  hears 
the  criticism  that  a  big  man  must  know 
something  outside  his  profession,  his 
craft — true  enough,  but  in  this  very  life 
outside  one's  professional  working  hours, 
one  must  maintain  standards  of  value,  be 
true  to  one's  highest  and  best.  To  be  one 
thing  as  an  artist  and  another  as  a  man, 
we  will  quickly  realize  is  impossible — our 
work  would  be  false. 

We  may  leave  our  work  behind  us,  but 
its  noblest  spirit  must  always  be  part  of 
us.  Failing  in  this  respect,  our  influence 
wilt  be  nil ;  we  wilt  create  nothing  with- 
out ideals. 

Do  not  confuse  ideals  with  traditions 
and  routine.  The  best  work,  the  best 
service  is  an  expression  of  the  personality 
itself.  You  should  be  ruled  not  so  much 
by  rules  as  by  a  desire  to  do  more  than  is 
stipulated  by  regulations ;  at  our  best  we 
are  propelled  by  something  from  within 
rather  tfian  without.  Our  manners  should 
be  those  of  deference  rather  than  arro- 
gance. We  should  cooperate  rather  than 
direct. 

Some  precepts  as  to  our  personal  dig- 
nity may  also  be  in  order.  Make  a  dig- 
nified appearance.  Dress  with  restraint 
and  good  taste;  good  taste  is  inexpensive. 
Remember  that  there  is  dignity  in  sim- 
plicity. 

All  conversation  in  the  day's  work 
should  be  impersonal  and  discreet.  Do 
not  gossip.  Questions  should  be  intelli- 
gent— not  trivial;  come  to  the  heart  of 
the  matter  quickly.  Discuss  the  point 
and  rest  your  case.  Be  definite  in  your 
answers. 

Do  not  chatter  amiably.  Do  not  allow 
yourself  to  appear  too  sympathetic  in 
your  service,  nor  amused  at  oddities  or 
absurdities  in  readers.  Do  not  use  en- 
dearing terras  or  drawing  room  phrases 
or  banalities  in  discussing  work  of  very 
high  order.  In  the  presence  of  the  beau- 
tiful, if  confronting  the  sublime,  the  art 
of  conversation  is  the  art  of  holding  one's 
tongue. 

In  making  remarks  or  delivering  ad- 
dresses on  library  work,  we  are  under  ob- 
ligations to  observe  the  dignity  of  the 
profession,  and  we  should  remember  that 


the  success  and  the  advancement  of  any 
profession,  any  art  is  subject  to  certain 
definite  laws  and  that  every  evolution  is 
along  well-defined  principles.  The  history 
of  any  educational  or  cultural  movement 
is  one  of  very  gradual  development,  of 
careful  study  and  deliberate  experi- 
mentation. It  is  the  systematic,  clear- 
thinking  individual  who  deliberately  goes 
about  the  solution  of  problems  unmoved 
by  popular  clamor,  who  generally 
reaches  the  heart  of  the  problem  and  the 
truth.  Advancement  in  education,  in- 
cluding library  work,  was  never  brought 
about,  and  will  never  be  realized  through 
verbosity  and  thrills.  In  our  profession 
we  should  avoid  the  use  of  sensational 
utterances  or  half-truths  given  out 
merely  for  effect. 

The  library  profession  as  a  part  of  the 
organized  education,  does  not  proclaim 
and  does  not  believe  in  any  "cure  all" 
prescriptions,  or  in  any  short  cut  to  intel- 
lectual attainments.  Mental  training  and 
intellectual  power  are  not  recognized  as 
compatible  with  the  manipulation  of  mere 
high-sounding  plausible  vocabulary.  The 
library  profession  does  not  endorse  the 
correspondence  school  manner  of  ac- 
quiring education.  We  should  refrain 
from  claiming  that  a  real  understanding 
of  the  worth  of  literature  is  acquired  by 
the  glittering  use  of  the  great  names  in 
the  world  of  letter."?.  If  venturing  out 
into  the  unfathomable  depth  of  rhetoric, 
do  not  let  us  use  these  great  names  as  life 
preservers.  There  is  a  sanctity  due  them 
as  high  as  those  famous  in  religious 
history. 

In  speaking  about  the  library  service  in 
its  various  ramifications — it  may  be  to 
individuals  of  an  industrial  community — 
we  should  shun  the  methods  of  a  library 
"confidence"  man.  The  pious  statement 
that  a  budding  captain  of  industry  may 
approach  one  of  our  librarians  on  du^ 
and  stumble  upon  a  book  from  which  he 
will  acquire  Imowledge  that  will  return 
untold  wealth  in  his  industrial  activity — 
may  make  a  very  good  copy  for  "adver- 
tising" journals  and  newspapers,  but  its 
use  should  be  outlawed  in  the  library 
profession. 

If  we  have  condemned  such  literary 
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gems  as  the  Alger  books,  it  is  even  more 
important  that  we  do  not  take  the  liberty 
of  telling  Alger  stories  in  our  library  con- 
versations and  library  publicity  work.  It 
would  be  well  if  our  attitude  and  point 
of  view  were  steadied  by  the  history  of 
the  past.  The  men  and  women  who 
stand  out  in  the  library  annals  of  this 
country  are  those  whose  most  conspicu- 
ous characteristics  were  dignity,  self- 
effacement,  and  abhorrence  of  individual 
self-exploitation.  We  should  feel  with 
pride  that  even  today  the  leaders  in  the 
profession  are  those  of  unselfish  devo- 
tion, sanity  and  dignity. 

If  the  sublime,  if  abstract  sentiment 
should  not,  in  accordance  with  good 
taste,  be  poured  out  through  the  gates 
of  sentimentality,  it  is  even  more  fitting, 
more  becoming,  to  keep  from  bemoaning 
one's  lot,  to  voice  a  grievance,  to  discuss 
one's  troubles.  The  American  tempera- 
ment has  a  trick  of  coverii^  a  deep  emo- 
tion by  some  light  jest.  Cutlivate  your 
sense  of  humor. 

R.  L,  S.  in  his  essay  on  Thoreau  re- 
marks :  "What  we  want  to  see  is  a  man 
who  can  breast  into  the  world,  do  a  man's 
work  and  then  preserve  his  first  and  pure 
enjoyment  of  existence." 

Do  not  let  us  be  skulkers.  Let  us  take 
our  place  among  our  fellow  men  and  feel 
the  bracing  contact  of  the  world. 

A  library  school  graduate  is  generally 
not  wanting  in  spirit,  in  earnestness,  but 
public  service  will  need  every  drop  of 
your  brave  spirit.  You  will  have  to  deal 
with  human  society  in  all  its  complex 
make-up,  worthy  of  a  cubist's  dream. 
The  issue  of  the  hour,  the  solution  of 
the  problem,  may  seem  very  obvious  to 
you,  but  the  mind  of  the  people  is  not 
converted  over  night.  You  may  even  feel 
repelled  by  the  struggle  looming  ahead 
and  the  forces  and  methods  you  have  to 
contend  with — the  arbitrary  plea  of  re- 
trenchment, of  "military  necessity,"  is 
as  old  as  the  hills.  You  may  even  be  dis- 
couraged and  feel  like  leaving  the  burden 
to  others.  Do  not  quit.  Remember  that 
you  have  been  admitted  to  a  company  of 
men  and  women  whose  endeavors  are 
prompted  by  obedience  to  duty  and  the 
pride  of  service. 


The  Reasons  Anent  Cataloging 

Who  knows  why  the  supply  of  cata- 
logers  is  short  ?  There  are  several 
reasons. 

The  vast  majority  of  those  who  are 
not  catalogers  will  say  that  it  is  because 
direct  contact  with  the  public  is  so  much 
more  interesting;  because  the  opportuni- 
ties for  social  service  are  so  much 
greater  in  the  circulation  department,  the 
children's  room  or  at  the  reference  desk ; 
that  while  the  catalog  is,  they  suppose,  a 
very  useful  adjunct,  the  other  phases  of 
the  work  are  so  much  more  vital  they 
really  cannot  conceive  of  any  one  being 
willing  to  be  shut  off  in  a  comer  to  "just 
calatog"  day  in  and  day  out,  tkey 
wouldn't  do  it  "for  a-n-y-t-h-i-n^." 

The  girl  going  in  and  out  of  the  librar}' 
forms  her  first  impressions  concerning 
the  work  from  the  side  which  deals  with 
the  public.  She  hears  these  comments 
on  all  sides  from  the  day  she  begins  work 
as  an  apprentice  up  to  the  time  when 
she  enters  the  regular  library  school. 
Nor  does  it  stop  there.  She  soon  dis- 
covers that  by  the  vast  majority  of  stu- 
dents, the  one  who  dares  admit  a  prefer- 
ence for  cataloging,  or  even  a  decided 
interest  in  the  subject,  is  looked  upon  as 
a  very  peculiar  sort  of  person  if  not  a 
decided  freak.  She  finds  that  the  course 
in  cataloging  is  a  necessary  evil  to  be  got- 
ten through  with  as  soon  as  possible  in 
order  that  one  may  proceed  to  the  really 
important  subjects  which  are  to  help 
revolutionize  society.  Of  course  that 
long  suffering  mortal  who  teaches  the 
subject  tries  to  instill  other  views— she  is 
one  of  the  freaks— and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  faculty  say  many  things  about 
the  necessity  and  value  of  the  work,  but 
— doesn't  she  know  that  they  were  stu- 
dents themselves  not  so  long  ago,  talking 
in  just  the  same  way  as  students  are  talk- 
ing now  ? 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  she  leaves  school 
with  the  idea  that  to  take  up  catalt^ng 
is  to  shut  herself  into  a  cloister? 

Suppose,  notwithstanding  all  she  has 
heard  and  seen,  she  has  decided  there  is 
a  field  for  service  behind  the  scenes ;  that 
to  plan  and  construct  an  index  to  the 
library's  resources,  to  put  it  down  in 
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black  and  white  where  it  will  answer  the 
questions  of  thousands,  is  to  furnish  to 
the  other  departments  the  key  without 
which  they  would  stand  before  closed 
doors.  She  has  convinced  herself  that 
cataloging  demands  even  a  broader  and 
deeper  culture  than  that  required  to  an- 
swer the  vast  majority  of  questions 
which  come  to  the  reference  desk  and 
that  it  is  quite  as  praiseworthy  as  to  hold 
a  group  of  children  enthralled  during  the 
story  hour.  She  is  sure  that  to  work 
while  she  works,  apart  from  the  public, 
in  the  solitude  of  her  office,  does  not 
argue  that  she  is  devoid  of  interest  in  the 
day's  events  or  wanting  in  the  desire  for 
human  companionship  after  the  day's 
work  is  over,  does  not,  in  fact,  argue  that 
she  is  a  mere  "stick"  socially  and  a 
"freak"  intellectually.  She  is  as  altru- 
istic, as  red-blooded  and  enthusiastic  as 
her  sister.  What  does  she  find  if  she 
does  go  into  cataloging?  What  basis  is 
there  for  the  other  idea  ? 

In  too  many  libraries  she  finds  herself 
seated  for  seven  or  eight  hours  a  day,  six 
days  in  the  week,  in  a  poorly  lighted 
room,  so  crowded  that  she  never  ceases 
to  be  conscious  of  her  neighbor's  move- 
ments, certain  of  which,  taken  in  small 
doses,  at  intervals,  would  not  attract  her 
attention  for  a  moment,  but  which  to- 
wards the  end  of  a  long  day  become  ex- 
tremely annoying.  In  other  places,  even 
where  she  reigns  alone,  the  conditions  are 
as  bad.  There  is  a  modem  Carnegie 
building  in  which  the  cataloging  room  is 
very  tiny,  the  door  opening  into  a  narrow 
corridor  with  a  blank  wall  opposite,  the 
windows  high  above  the  cataloger's  head 
affording  never  a  glimpse  of  the  outside 
world  and  absolutely  no  cross  ventilation. 
In  summer  the  shades  or  awnings  which 
are  necessary  to  prevent  the  sun  from 
streaming  across  the  desk  most  effectu- 
ally cut  oS  any  breeze  which  might  other- 
wise chance  to  filter  through.  Artificial 
light  becomes  a  necessity  much  of  the 
time  and  that  cataloger  is  in  truth  giving 
her  eyes  and  general  health  to  her  work. 

When  the  day  is  done  and  a  cataloger 
leaves  the  building,  fatigued  mentally  if 
not  physically,  what  then  ?  The  one  who 
lives  at  home  may  perhaps  be  excluded 


here,  for  presumably  warm  and  lasting 
friendships  have  been  formed  before  she 
entered  the  work.  What  is  there  for  the 
young  assistant  from  out  of  town,  full  of 
life  and  energy  and  as  desperately  in  need 
of  getting  away  from  books,  and  finding 
the  human  intercourse  she  has  missed 
during  the  day,  as  her  fellow  worker  is 
in  need  of  a  bit  of  solitude?  What  op- 
portunity has  she  had  to  make  friends 
outside  of  her  rooming  house?  Her  sal- 
ary does  little  more  than  provide  a  hall 
bedroom  and  the  necessary  carfares.  The 
movies  are  not  exactly  the  best  thing  for 
her  tired  eyes,  nor  lectures,  the  theater, 
or  opera,  if  she  dared  afford  them,  the 
things  she  really  needs  if  she  is  not  to 
become,  willy  nilly,  the  recluse  she  is 
charged  with  being,  is  congenial  human 
companionship. 

Most  universities  and  colleges  grant  a 
few  academic  privileges  to  heads  of  de- 
partments although  very  seldom  are  they 
accorded  academic  rank,  no  matter  how 
many  degrees  they  are  required  to  pos- 
sess. Their  position  is  to  this  extent  bet- 
ter than  that  of  their  assistants  who  are 
neither  students,  nor  faculty,  nor  yet 
"Other  officers,"  even  though  their  col- 
legiate and  professional  training  may  be 
superior  to  that  of  many  within  the  aca- 
demic circle.  Academic  lines  are  not  al- 
ways democratic  lines  and  here,  too,  the 
catalt^er,  far  more  than  the  assistant  at 
the  desk,  is  in  need  of  a  buoyant  disposi- 
tion and  abundant  resources  within  her- 
self if  she  is  to  obtain  the  relaxation  she 
so  greatly  needs. 

That  cataloging  is  close,  exacting  work, 
every  one  familiar  with  it  will  admit. 
That  even  seven  hours  a  day,  six  days  in 
the  week,  is  too  confining  and  fatiguing 
every  cataloger  knows.  That  in  properly 
arranged  rooms,  under  intelligent,  sym- 
pathetic direction,  with  due  r^ard  for 
the  ordinary  human  need  of  variety,  it  is 
either  unpleasant  work  or  work  that 
tends  to  make  the  cataloger  narrow,  I 
most  emphatically  deny.  It  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  the  intrinsic  nature  of  the  work. 
It  w  a  question  of  the  conditions  under 
which  it  is  done. 

Until  within  the  library  circle  itself 
the  apprentice  hears  the  cataloger  and  her 
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work  spoken  oi  with  greater  respect  and 
appreciation ;  until  working  conditions 
are  improved,  hours  shortened,  and  sal- 
aries made  commensurate  with  the  quali- 
fications demanded;  and  until  more  at- 
tention is  paid  to  the  problems  which  con- 
front the  assistants  outside  of  working 
hours,  especially  the  one  of  finding  the 
association  with  their  fellow  men  which 
is  denied  them  during  the  day,  just  so 
long  will  the  supply  of  catalogers  be 
short. 

Who  will  effect  the  remedy  ? 

One  who  nevertheless  prefers  catalc^- 


mg. 


Maky  E.  Baker, 


Dear  Editor  Public  Libraries : 

In  answer  to  the  question  in  your 
March  editorial,  I  should  like  to  offer 
the  following  suggestion.  May  not  the 
spirit  of  adventure  be  responsible  for 
our  inability  to  secure  a  sufficient 
number  of  able  catalogers?  The  pos- 
sibility of  a  daily  or  hourly  adventure 
appeals  strongly  to  the  American  char- 
acter and  is  ever  present  in  all  other 
departments  of  a  library  with  their  ever 
changing  personal  contact. 

In  the  catalog  department  even  the 
adventure  within  the  book  is  permitted 
only  to  the  classifier— and  there  is  no 
lack  of  applicants  for  such  a  position. 

Between  the  career  with  the  prospect 
of  thrills  and  the  one  without,  to  the 
youthful  librarian,  there  is  usually  but 
one  choice. 

What  adventures  will  the  libraries 
offer  catalogers  ? 

Harriet  B.  Gooch, 

Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Ohio  County  Library  Law 

Editor  of  Public  Libraries  : 

The  provisions  of  the  Ohio  county  li- 
brary law  briefly  are  as  follows: 

Section  1  establishes  a  county  library  dis- 
trict in  every  county  in  the  state,  including 
all  territory  not  already  maintaining  libra- 
ries.    (Sections  I  and  2  are  mandatory.) 

Section  2  provides  a  library  board  for 
nich  a  district. 

Section  3  permits  the  districts  having  li- 
braries to  be  added  to  the  county  library. 

Section  4  permits  the  levying  of  a  tax, 
when  voted  by  the  electors  of  the  district 


Sections  5  and  6  describe  the  use  of  the 
funds  by  the  trustees  of  the  board. 

Section  7  provides  co-operation  with  the 
schools. 

Section  8  provides  a  subsidy  of  $500  from 
the  state. 

Section  9  provides  for  examinations  of 
county  librarians. 

Section  10  exempts  county  libraries  now 
in  operation,  and 

Section  II  will  attempt  a  state  wide  co- 
operation. 

The  bill  passed  last  week  and  will  be- 
come a  law  in  90  days.  I  believe  it  is  a 
very  practical  bill.  It  will  enable  Hbraries 
to  be  established  in  counties  which  have 
none,  and  in  counties  which  have  li- 
braries they  may  either  remain  separate, 
may  be  included,  or  the  service  of  one 
of  them  may  extend  over  the  county, 

I  send  this  as  I  think  it  may  be  of  in- 
terest. 

Yours  very  truly, 

W.  H.  Brett. 

March  17,  1917. 


Petition  for  Adequate  Remimeration 

Brooklyn  public  library,  February  27,  1917. 
To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Brooklyn 
Public  Library 
and 
To  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportion- 
ment of  the  City  of  New  York. 
Gentlemen: 

The  Staff  of  the  Brooklyn  public  library 
is  compelled  to  respectfully  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  a  situation 
which  has  arisen  in  the  service  so  acute  as 
to  demand  immediate  and  serious  considera- 
tion. 

During  the  past  fourteen  years,  the  salary 
schedule  of  the  service  has  remained  prac- 
tically unchanged  while  living  expenses  have 
steadily  increased.  During  the  past  few 
months,  the  actual  cost  of  living  has  ad- 
vanced to  a  point  where  the  members  of  the 
staff  find  that  the  salaries  they  are  receiving 
fail  to  provide  for  the  barest  necessities  of 


fail  to  meet  the  conditions  existing  to-daj 
seems  scarcely  necessary. 

Within  the  past  year,  the  trustees  have 
adopted  a  new  system  of  grading  which  has 
materially  raised  the  standards  of  the  serv- 
ice and  increased  the  obligations  upon  the 
employees  to  do  thoroughly  efficient  work. 
It  seemed  reasonable  to  assume  therefore, 
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that  with  the  new  requirements  imposed, 
increased  remuneration  might  be  looked  for 
in  the  near  future. 

It  has  been  urged  by  some  that,  generally 
speaking,  women  are  not  wholly  dependent 
upon  their  own  earnings.  That  such  an  as- 
sumption, at  least  in  the  case  of  the  Brook- 
lyn public  library,  is  without  basis  in  fact, 
is  borne  out  in  the  following  statement  of 
exislinj;  conditions  in  this  regard.  On  our 
staflt  of  287  women,  exclusive  of  cleaners 
and  pages,  260  are  dependent  upon  their 
own  earnings;  120  are  required  to  support 
themselves,  and  in  addition,  are  required  to 
support,  wholly  or  in  part,  other  members 
of  their  famihes.  Only  27  live  at  home, 
without  the  necessity  of  contributing  to  the 
family  finances,  or  enjoy  income  from  out- 
side sources. 

Opportunities  for  employment  outside  the 
service  are  increasing.  The  most  experi- 
enced and  most  efficient  members  of  the 
staff  are  repeatedly  offered  inducements  to 
leave  the  library.  Business  houses  are 
more  and  more  coming  to  recognize  the 
value  of  library  training  and  to  seek  em- 
ployees who  possess  such  training.  The 
staff  will  be  depleted  if  members  are  not 
encouraged  in  a  substantial  manner  to  re- 
main in  the  service.  In  fact,  it  is  already 
seriously  weakened.  The  truth  of  this  state- 
ment is  borne  out  by  the  report  recently 
made  to  the  Board  by  the  chief  librarian. 

The  staff  therefore  petitions  the  Board  of 
Trustees  to  take  immediate  action  to  the 
end  that  salaries  commensurate  with  the 
quality  of  work  demanded  may  be  forth- 
coming in  the  immediate  future.  The  Staff 
believes  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  ask  that 
they  be  placed  on  a  plane  at  least  approach- 
ing that  of  other  classes  of  city  employees 
performing  similar  worlt 


Only  a  Difference  in  Date 

March  13,  1917. 
Editor,  Public  Libraries: 

I  desire  to  call  attention  to  a  publica- 
tion announced  by  the  Architects'  Sup- 
ply and  Publishing  Company  of  New 
York,  entitled  "Apartment  houses  of 
the  Metropolis." 

The  advertising  put  out  by  the  com- 
pany conveys  the  impression  that  this 
is  a  new  work  which  they  "have  now 
ready,"  and  states  that  "no  publication 
of  a  similar  nature  has  ever  been  at- 
tempted." 

We  ordered  a  copy  and  have  discov- 
ered that  the  book  is  merely  a  reprint 
of  a  work  issued  in  1908  by  the  Hessel- 
gren  Publishing  Company,  the  only 
change  being  the  omission  of  the  date 


from  the  title  page  and  of  the  copyright 
entry  from  the  back  of  same. 

George  W.  Fuller, 
Librarian. 
Spokane  public  library.  Wash. 


The  D.  C.  Advisory  Comimttee 

The  Decimal  Oassification  advisory 
committee  of  the  American  library  asso- 
ciation now  knows  what  sections  of  the 
D.  C.  are  most  in  need  of  expansion. 
The  replies  to  our  circulars  of  last  year, 
sent  to  over  500  libraries,  show  these 
classes  (arranged  in  the  sequence  of  de- 
mand) to  be:  63,  658,  79,  15,  656,  38, 
659,  629.2,  657,  66,  940.91. 

The  editors  of  the  D.  C.  have  them- 
selves prepared  the  expansion  of  63,  Ag- 
riculture. 

Our  committee  is  naming  9  sub-com- 
mittees to  prepare  expansions  of  the 
other  10  sections  mentioned  above. 

Any  library  that  has  prepared  original 
expansions  of  any  of  diese  sections 
should  immediately  send  copies  of  them 
to  the  secretary  for  the  use  of  the  sub- 
committees, if  they  have  not  already  done 

A.  Law  Voce, 

Secretary. 
Mechanics  Institute,  San  Francisco. 


Supplied  on  Request 
Editor,  Public  Libraries: 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  number 
of  copies  of  the  Annual  report  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Newberry  library  for 
1916  is  much  smaller  than  that  printed 
in  former  years,  libraries  and  indi- 
viduals desiring  a  copy  to  complete 
their  files  are  respectfully  asked  to  ad- 
dress the  Library  to  this  effect. 

W.  N.  C.  Carlton, 
Newberry  library,  Librarian. 

Chicago. 


The  assistant  has  had  two  champions 
recently  who  have  sent  comments  on  her 
woes  for  Public  Libraries  for  publica- 
tion. One  was  accompanied  by  a  letter 
from  the  writer,  the  other  was  not.  One 
has  been  printed,  the  other  has  not,  be- 
cause nothing  about  it  showed  a  hint  of 
its  source. 
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Ttie  poetiy  fashion, —  The  Dial  for  March 
8  contains  a  keen  analysis  by  Conrad 
Akin  of  the  stir  which  the  present  poets 
of  America  are  causing,  anent  the  1916 
edition  of  Braithwait's  Anthology. 

No  class  of  persons,  not  even  the 
critics,  has  been  so  impressed  with  the 
wave  of  interest  in  poetry  that  has  over- 
flowed the  landscape  of  literature  within 
the  past  two  years,  as  have  been  libra- 
rians. To  some,  perhaps  to  most,  this 
interest  has  seemed  real,  but  to  others 
there  has  seemed  to  be  a  striving  after 
effect  in  comment,  an  emphatic  an- 
nouncement of  praiseworthy,  wide 
spread,  genuine  interest,  to  a  degree  far 
beyond  the  just  merits  of  the  poetry  of 
the  period.  As  Mr  Akin  hints,  it  has 
grown  out  of  an  ardent  desire  to  see 
American  poetry  flourishing,  to  see  it 
reach  something  of  the  popularity  it  en- 
joyed in  the  last  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  and  in  too  many  cases,  the  wish 
has  been  the  father  to  the  thought  that 
it  had  really  done  so.    The  favorites  of 


the  avenues  of  praise  have  been  ap- 
plauded loudly  for  good  and  not  re- 
buked for  bad,  or  at  least  the  bad  has 
been  only  faintly  mentioned. 

Mr  Akin's  article  is  fair,  lo  the  point 
and  well  worth  serious  attention  by 
those  interested  in  the  appraisal  of  books. 

The  living  wai»— An  interesting  docu- 
ment is  the  petition  presented  to  the 
board  of  trustees  by  the  staff  of  the 
Brooklyn  public  library  (see  page  156). 
Everyone  who  reads  it  will  add  their 
earnest  wish  that  the  effort  it  sets  forth 
will  be  successful. 

The  members  of  library  boards  gen- 
erally, and  of  the  Brookyn  board  par- 
ticuarly,  are  usualy  men  of  known  busi- 
ness ability  and  the  substance  of  such  a 
petition  ought  to  appeal  directly  to 
their  business  judgment,  as  evidently  it 
did  in  the  case  of  Brooklyn,  since  after 
consideration  it  was  voted  to  forward 
the  petition  to  the  Board  of  estimate  with 
a  request  for  an  increase  in  the  salary 
of  all  members  of  the  staff  receiving 
$1,200  or  less.  The  same  action  was 
taken  by  the  Boards  of  Manhattan  and 
Queens  boroughs. 

In  no  good  business  concern  is  it  the 
practice  to  spend  time,  which  is  money, 
in  training  an  employee  in  the  intricacies 
of  the  business  and  then,  when  he  is  able 
to  bring  in  returns,  by  reason  of  his 
acquired  knowledge  and  experience,  let 
him  go  for  the  sole  reason  of  difference 
in  salary.  If  he  is  valuable  in  one  place, 
he  is  likely  to  be  as  valuable  in  another. 

In  the  case  of  a  librarian,  the  same 
principle  holds.  She  has  come  to  know 
her  stock ;  she  has  come  to  know  her  cus- 
tomers, their  likes  and  dislikes,  and,  if 
she  is  of  good  quality,  she  has  become 
that  which  the  library  board  is  pledged 
to  secure  for  the  public.  The  knowledge 
that  her  services  are  appreciated  by  the 
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public  and  by  the  Board  which  stands 
for  the  business  relations  of  the  public, 
will  add  to  her  efficiency  I^  relieving  her 
mind  of  an  anxiety  as  to  necessary  in- 
come. 

In  regard  to  the  remark  that  "women 
can  afford  to  live  on  less  than  a  man," 
one  can  hardly  condemn  it  in  too  strong 
terms.  It  is  not  a  question  that  concerns 
the  institution  or  the  public,  as  to  how 
much  an  employee  needs  on  which  to 
live  and  to  say  that  employees  are  not 
dependent  on  their  earnings,  is  to  say 
that  the  library  is  willing  to  take 
from  the  family  of  its  employees,  the 
difference  between  what  they  would 
have  to  pay  to  one  who  did  not  live  at 
home  and  one  who  did,  a  position  in 
which  no  self-respecting  public  wishes 
its  trustees  to  place  it 

Whatever  may  be  the  various  avenues 
opened  for  library  service,  there  can  be 
no  question  that  it  is  first  and  foremost 
an  educational  institution  which  the  pub- 
lic has  set  up  for  its  own  use  and  the 
very  best  quality  of  service  that  the 
communis  can  afford  should  be  secured 
for  a  public  library  staff  if  the  invest- 
ment which  the  public  has  made  is  to 
have  full  return  for  the  purpose  and 
money  invested.  Up  to  a  certain  point, 
long  service  makes  the  librarian  more 
valuable  and  it  is  no  part  of  wisdom  to 
allow  the  ripeness  of  wisdom  and  judg- 
ment of  conditions  gained  in  library  serv- 
ice to  be  lost  to  outside  agencies  which 
are  more  appreciative  of  these  qualities 
than  is  the  library,  without  very  good 
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ice  of  its  public  libraries  by  adequately 
paying  those  who  have  proven  themselves 
capable  of  performing  the  tasks  a 
to  them. 


The  puUic  library  service  of  Greater 
New  York  has  had  an  unquestionably 
fine  reputation  througfiout  the  country 
and  it  is  hoped  that  those  entrusted  with 
it  will  have  the  wisdom  to  make  proper 
provision  for  continuing  this  good  serv- 


Civil  Service  Inadequacy 

Charles  F.  D.  Belden,  chairman  of  the 
Massachusetts  free  libraiy  commission, 
gives  the  following  reasons  why  the 
Board  are  unanimously  opposed  to  the 
inclusion  of  library  employees  among 
those  subject  to  the  control  of  the  CivU 
Service : 

Experience  has  shown  that  where  Civil 
Service  has  been  extended  to  assistants  in 
public  libraries,  the  result  has  been  detri- 
mental to  the  library's  efficiency.  Except 
in  the  few  cases  where  appointments  had 
previously  been  made  for  political  purposes. 
It  has  still  to  be  shown  that  appointment! 
under  Civil  Service  have  improved  library 
service  or  strengthened  the  personnel  of  the 
library  staff. 

Membership  on  boards  of  trustees  of  pub* 
lie  libraries  in  Massachusetts,  as  elsewhere, 
is  considered  a  high  honor.  An  examina- 
tion of  the  names  of  men  and  women  giving 
their  service  to  libraries  would  show  that 
they  represent  the  best  business  capacity 
and  intelligence  of  the  community.  The  ex- 
ceptions throughout  the  country  are  curi- 
ously few  and  exist  only  where  the  spoils 
system  holds  sway.  Library  boards  of 
trustees  work  for  the  best  interests  of  th* 
library  in-  their  charge;  they  are  proud  of 
results  and  their  desire  is  to  obtain  the 
best  possible  assistants  with  the  funds  avail- 
able. Trustees  welcome  their  responsibility 
and  merit  their  power  of  administration,  in- 
cluding that  of  making  appointments  which 
thej;  now  possess. 

Library  assistants  must  be  sought.  The 
desirable  person  is  not  dissatisfied  with  a 
present  position  or  looking  for  a  new  posi- 
tion. Most  often  only  larger  pay  and  oppor- 
tunity for  growth  tempt  a  competent  per- 
son to  make  a  change. 

Experience,  personality,  tact  and  initiative 
mean  more  in  the  vast  majority  of  library 
positions  than  the  possession  of  the  tech- 
nical knowledge  of  their  profession.  The 
latter  may  be  tested  by  examination,  the 
former  cannot.  In  theory,  the  Civil  Service 
count  experience,  personality  and  those  in- 
tangible qualities  that  go  in  the  make-up  of 
the  perfect  assistant,  but  with  what  un- 
satisfactory success  is  known  only  to  those 
who  have  been  under  obligation  to  work 
with  certain  Civil  Service  appointees. 

The  inducement  to  enter  classes  in  ap- 
prenticeship, training  schools  in  libraries, 
and  even  library  schools  would  be  greatly 
diminished.    At  present  such  training  leads 


I  i,.,xiL,  Google 


144 


Public 


to  the  practical  certainty  of  an  immediate 
position,  with  an  opportunity  for  advance- 
ment, for  all  persons  who  are  adapted  to 
the  work. 

It  is  the  opinion  o£  the  Free  public  li- 
brary commission  that  there  is  no  general 
demand  among  library  employees  to  include 
them  within  the  Civil  Service  rules.  Cer- 
tainly boards  of  trustees  and  librarians  are 
unanimous  in  their  apposition.  It  would 
tend  to  benefit  only  the  incompetent,  the 
undeserving  of  promotion  and  the  super- 
annuated. 

Libraries  are  educational  institutions.  The 
exclusion  of  their  employees  from  the 
Civil  Service  rules  is  desirable  for  the  same 
reasons  that  teachers  in  the  public  schools 
are  excluded. 

In  states  and  cities  where  the  question 
has  been  discussed,  the  increasing  practice 
has  been  and  is  to  exclude  library  employees 
from  the  Civil  Service. 

The  Free  public  library  commission  and 
I   believe  most  library  boards  of  trustees, 


assistants.  It  is  believed,  however,  that 
their  inclusion  within  the  Civil  Service  rules 
will  inevitably  result  in  a  lower  rather  than 
a  higher  grade  of  assistants,  and  in  a 
marked  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  mem- 
bership on  library  boards  of  trustees. 

Any  library  that  has  had  experience 
in  trying  to  work  with  the  handicap  of 
Gvil  Service  domination  will  fully  agree 
with  Mr.  Belden's  ideas. 


Duplication 

A  recent  writer  in  New  York  Libra- 
ries, (5:195)  presents  a  very  good  ar- 
ticle on  the  how  and  why  of  choosing 
books,  particularly  those  listed  in  Best 
Books.  But  in  explaining  why  the  New 
York  state  library  publishes  the  Best 
Book  List,  instead  of  relying  on  the 
A.  L.  A.  Booklist,  or  any  other,  some 
very  cogent  reasons  are  mentioned. 
The  first  reason  is  as  follows : 

It  is  compiled  with  the  special  needs  in 
mind  of  the  small  libraries  of  New  York 
state.  Obviously  none  of  the  other  lists  has 
this  purpose.  Bulletins  which  select  books 
for  the  whole  country  or  for  some  single 
western  state  are  too  comprehensive  or  con- 
tain titles  which  have  little  interest  or  value 
to  the  small  communities  of  New_  York 
state,  and  are  confusing  to  the  librarian. 

This  seems  hardly  a  broad  view  to 
take,  either  of  "the  whole  country"  or 
of  "some  single  western  state"  or  of 
New  York  state  itself,  since  if  the  how 
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and  why  of  choosing  books  for  the  pub- 
lic libraries  of  anywhere  is  carefully 
studied,  there  will  be  found  slight 
variations  in  reasons  for  choosing  books 
for  different  communities.  The  illustra- 
tion which  the  writer  gives.  Village  life 
in  America,  sells  quite  as  well  in  Chi- 
cago as  in  New  York.  Perhaps  the  next 
book  given  "of  special  interest  to  New 
Yorkers,"  Annals  and  family  remin- 
iscences of  the  VanRennselaer  and 
Livingston,  is  not  as  popular  with  the 
limbs  and  twigs  of  those  lines  else- 
where— in  the  Middle  West,  many  of 
them  are  interested  only  in  their  bank 
books,  but  the  third,  "An  advertise- 
ment of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  rail- 
road," would  doubtless  be  as  interest- 
ing reminiscences  to  many  in  any  west- 
ern state,  as  they  think  back  either  of 
the  severe  winters  of  their  youth  in  the 
Lake  George  or  Lake  Champlain 
region  or  of  the  cost  of  summer  outings 
there. 

And  so  one  might  go  on  with  the 
other  reasons  which  are  given.  Best 
books  for  the  small  community  and  the 
books  that  are  too  high  priced  and  those 
that  are  too  remarkable  for  their  liter- 
ary quality  or  their  intricacies  of  style 
to  be  intelligent  to  the  average  reader, 
are  factors  alike  in  every  problem  of 
any  small  library. 

The  fact  that  Best  Books  is  pub- 
lished annually  gives  the  compiler  the 
advantage  of  what  was  termed  in  last 
fall's  campaign,  "the  second  guess." 
After  observation  and  experience  with 
the  books  included  in  the  monthly  list 
after  they  come  out,  it  is  much  easier 
to  say  what  will  go,  than  it  is  to  make 
the  choice  while  the  librarians  are 
clamoring  for  directions  right  now,  as 
to  what  and  where  to  buy. 

The  general  trend  of  the  article  is 
good  and  any  one  who  makes  a  book 
list  could  well  imitate  the  high  plane 
on  which  the  "How"  in  the  matter  of 
book  selection  is  carried  out.  But  after 
reading  it  all,  one  still  wonders  if  the 
reason  which  appears  in  the  first  para- 
graph does  not  stand  as  the  real  reason 
to  the  "Why."  Best  books  was  started 
10  years  before  the  A.  L.  A.  list  or 
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the  tVisconsin  Bulletin  and  does  not 
feel  like  retiring. 

In  thinking  seriously  of  this  subject 
in  its  ramifications,  one  cannot  but  say, 
in  all  fairness,  that  there  is  too  great 
duplication  in  many  of  these  things  and 
especially  so  by  the  subsidized  organi- 
zations which  are  producing  tnem. 
The  A.  L.  A.,  a  voluntary  organization 
with  insufficient  means,  is  struggling 
to  produce  that  which  will  obliterate 
the  necessity  of  the  librarians,  in  gen- 
eral, in  doing  it  for  themselves.  New 
York  is  not  alone  in  this.  In  a  number 
of  instances,  with  the  State  treasury  on 
which  to  draw,  state  printers  taking 
care  of  the  greatest  expense,  staffs  of 
specialists  who  ought  to  have  good 
salaries  for  doing  something  else,  are 
producing  along  the  same  lines.  This 
means  that  either  the  A.  L.  A.  is  not 
doing  the  work  sufficiently  well  to  meet 
the  needs  in  these  various  instances,  or 
else  the  state  institutions  are  taking  ad- 
vantage of  their  position  and  means  to 
do  the  kind  of  work  which  they  like  to 
do,  despite  the  fact  that  somebody  else 
is  doing  it  as  well.  A  very  conscien- 
tious and  therefore  a  very  busy  li- 
brary worker,  not  long  since,  said:  "I 
am  driven  to  desperation  in  trying  to 
keep  up  my  knowledge  of  all  the 
printed  matter  relating  to  libraries.  I 
feel  as  if  I  must  go  over  all  of  it  and 
yet,  when  I  have  done  so,  I  seem  to 
nave  been  reading  again  and  again  the 
same  thing  told  by  different  people  for 
no  apparent  reason  except  the  spirit  of 
'me  too.'" 

The  whole  matter  of  printing  for  the 
librarian's  use  needs  fair,  frank  study  in 
an  endeavor  to  find  the  proper  adjust- 


Let  ns  forget  the   things  that  vexed  and 

tried  us. 
The  worrying  things  that  caused  our  souls 

to  fret; 
The  hopes  that  cherished  long,  were  still 

denied  us 

Let  us  forget. 
Let  us  forget  the  little  slights  that  pained  us. 
The  greater  wrongs  that  rankle  sometimes 


yet. 

The   pride   with  which   the   lofty  < 
dained  us 

Let  us  forget. 


dis- 


Library  Week  in  Wac<^  Texas 

The  recent  "library  week"  conducted 
by  the  Public  library  of  Waco,  Texas, 
proved  a  most  successful  venture. 

The  library  has  always  been  used 
freely  by  women,  children  and  students, 
but  the  men  of  the  city  were  not  using  it 
as  much  they  might.  The  library  has 
been  advertised  by  newspaper  notices, 
lists  of  books,  school  visits,  talks  to 
Parent-teachers  associations,  booths  at 
fairs,  window  displays,  framed  placards 
in  shops,  and  a  variety  of  other  ways 
used  by  all  libraries,  with  not  much  suc- 
cess in  getting  the  men  to  use  it.  It  was 
decided,  therefore,  to  devote  one  week 
to  a  vigorous  campaign  of  publicity, 
stressing  the  methods  which  would  tend 
to  attract  men  of  all  classes  and  lines  of 
work.  But  the  library  had  no  funds 
with  which  to  carry  on  such  a  campaign. 
Following  the  example  of  Toledo,  Ohio, 
the  librarian  went  before  the  Waco  Ad- 
vertiser's club  with  suggestions  that  they 
put  on  the  campaign  for  the  library.  The 
members  of  the  advertising  club  were  en- 
thusiastic in  their  endorsement  of  the 
idea  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
go  over  plans  with  the  librarian. 

The  members  of  the  committee  were 
of  the  opinion  that  the  preliminary  ad- 
vertising would  probably  attract  more  at- 
tention than  the  advertising  done  during 
library  week.  So,  on  January  1,  it  was 
armounced,  through  the  newspapers,  that 
the  week  of  February  4  to  10  would  be 
known  as  "library  week."  The  purpose 
of  the  campaign  was  explained  and  a 
number  of  the  plans  given. 

At  the  same  time,  following  a  su^es- 
tion  from  the  Free  public  library  of  New- 
ark, an  appeal  was  made  to  "Our  con- 
stant users"  asking  them  to  send  in  ex- 
pressions of  appreciation,  stating  just 
what  pleasure  or  practical  value  they  had 
derived  from  the  use  of  the  library.  This 
appeal  brought  forth  many  expressions — 
even  inspiring  one  patron  to  poetry  in 
which  he  spoke  of  the  staff  as  "Ladies 
with  gentle  grace."  A  few  of  these 
were  selected  and  run  in  the  newspapers 
as  a  suggestion  to  others  that  they  might 
profit  likewise. 
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A  few  days  later,  announcement  was 
made  that  a  cash  prize  of  five  dollars  was 
offered  by  the  Lions  club  for  the  best 
slogan  to  be  used  during  library  week. 
More  than  200  slogans  were  submitted 
within  a  week,  the  time  limit  set.  The 
Advertiser's  club  followed  this  offer  with 
one  of  $10  for  the  best  poster  advertis- 
ing the  library.  A  number  of  amateur 
and  professional  artists  of  Waco  sub- 
mitted posters.  Display  ads  and  news 
items  referring  to  each  of  these  offers 
were  nm  in  the  newspapers  from  time  to 
time  in  order  to  keep  up  the  interest  in 
the  campaign. 

On  February  1,  every  Waco  citizen, 
who  received  a  bill  from  the  telephone 
company,  the  electric  light  company,  or 
any  of  the  larger  business  houses,  found 
enclosed  a  neat  little  slip  headed,  "Get 
the  library  habit" — the  slogan  selected. 
These  slips  stated  that  the  library  is  free ; 
that  there  is  no  red  tape  attached  to  get- 
ting a  card ;  and  that  one  might  find  there 
information  of  all  kinds,  or  just  an  en- 
tertaining book.  The  printing  of  these 
slips  was  donated  by  a  printer  who  was 
changing  his  headquarters  at  that  time. 
He  was  glad  to  print  them  on  condi- 
tion that  he  might  print  his  new  ad- 
dress at  the  bottom  of  the  slips.  Prac- 
tically every  man  in  Waco  received  one 
of  these  slips  and  many  received  sev- 
eral— the  number  depending  upon  his 
credit. 

The  next  announcement  to  greet  the 
public  was  that  two  prizes,  of  ten  and 
five  dollars  respectively,  would  be 
awarded  for  the  best  window  displays 
featuring  library  books  during  library 
week.  The  librarian  visited  merchants 
personally  and  requested  them  to  allow 
their  window  trimmers  to  participate 
in  the  contest.  The  response  was  so 
general  that,  in  the  five  blocks  compris- 
ing the  principal  retail  district,  there 
were  32  displays.  Each  window  in- 
cluded merchandise  sold  by  that  par- 
ticular shop,  library  books  related  to 
the  merchandise,  bulletins  appropriate 
to  the  books  and  placards  telling  the 
public  to  "Borrow  these  books  from  the 
Waco  public  library.  Get  a  book  to- 
day.    No  cost.     No  red  tape.     Sign 
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your  name  and  take  a  book  home  with 
you."  A  number  of  original  ideas  and 
striking  effects  were  produced.  The 
first  prize  was  awarded  to  a  china  shop 
and  the  second  to  a  store  dealing  in 
sporting  goods.  The  latter  was  par- 
ticularly attractive  to  men.  Each  of 
the  prize  winning  windows  used  only 
a  few  books  but  they  were  connects 
with  the  shop's  wares  in  such  a  way  as 
to  create  an  interest  in  both  the  books 
and  the  merchandise.  In  the  stores 
which  did  not  carry  window  displays 
were  placed  the  posters  entered  for  the 
prize  and  placards  and  show  cards  call- 
ing attention  to  the  library.  Every- 
where one  turned  he  was  met  with 
some  form  of  advertising  for  the  li- 
brary. 

Prizes  were  offered  for  the  window 
displays  by  the  First  National  Bank 
and  the  Texas  Telephone  Company  re- 
spectively. In  addition  to  the  four 
mentioned,  a  fifth  was  now  offered. 
This,  which  was  offered  by  the  man- 
ager of  the  largest  motion  picture  the- 
ater in  Waco,  was  a  month's  pass  to 
the  theater  for  the  boy  or  girl  who  sub- 
mitted the  best  list  of  books  which  had 
been  dramatized  in  motion  pictures. 

Next  came  the  "library  transfer." 
The  public  was  told  to  "ask  for  a  li- 
brary transfer  on  any  car  passing  the 
library  between  the  hours  of  9  a.  m. 
and  9  p.  m,  during  library  week."  This 
special  transfer,  extended  by  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  Street  Railway  Company, 
was  printed  free  of  charge  by  a  local 
printer.  The  transfer  allowed  a  stop- 
over of  30  minutes  at  the  library  and 
was  good  on  cars  going  in  the  same  di- 
rection as  the  car  on  which  the  trans- 
fer was  given.  Thus  the  library  patron 
might  stop  at  the  library  on  his  way 
down  town,  or  on  his  way  home,  with- 
out paying  an  extra  car  fare.  The 
library  board  has  hopes  of  inducing  the 
street  car  company  to  continue  the  use 
of  these  transfers. 

During  the  campaign  special  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  library  in  all  the 
city  schools.  A  number  of  the  teach- 
ers gave  credits  for  the  reading  of  cer- 
tain library  books;  others,  for  themes 
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on  the  "use  of  the  library" ;  while  one 
teacher,  for  a  description  of  the  win- 
dow display  which  appealed  most  to 
the  child  writing.  It  was  interesting 
to  note  that  neither  of  the  prize 
winning  windows  received  attention 
from  the  children.  The  window  se- 
lected by  the  greatest  number  was  a 
particularly  attractive  one  in  which 
was  used  United  States  history  with 
Texas  history  as  the  central  interest. 
A  popular  window  represented  a  living 
room  in  which  were  seated  the  father, 
mother  and  two  children,  each  reading 
the  library  book  best  suited  to  his  taste. 
Another  was  lined  with  gayly  colored 
pictures  of  birds  and  contained  books 
on  birds.  One,  which  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  the  boys,  was  arranged  by 
an  electrical  supply  house  using  books 
on  electricity  and  things  electrical. 

During  library  week  the  librarian 
made  short  talks  before  commercial 
and  labor  oi^anizations,  boys'  clubs, 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  the  employees  of 
railroad  shops  and  the  larger  factories. 
These  talks  were  from  five  to  fifteen 
minutes  in  length  and  were  devoted  to 
that  particular  phase  of  the  library's  ac- 
tivities which  it  was  thought  would  ap- 
peal most  to  the  audience  addressed. 
In  every  instance  the  fact  that  the  li- 
brary was  free  and  that  no  red  tape  was 
attached  to  the  getting  of  a  card  was 
emphasized.  In  addition  to  the  14 
talks  made  by  the  librarian,  the  chil- 
dren's librarian  told  four  stories  to 
working  boys'  clubs  and  talked  to  the 
Parents-teachers  association  on  the 
children's  work  at  the  library. 

The  newspapers  co-operated  most 
generously,  giving  the  campaign  com- 
mittee all  the  space  they  wished  to 
use.  Many  columns  were  used  in  the 
preliminary  publicity  attracting  atten- 
tion to  the  contests,  prizes  and  results 
hoped  for  by  those  conducting  the  cam- 
paign. Daily,  during  library  week, 
there  appeared  from  two  to  five  articles 
in  each  paper.  These  consisted  of  news 
items  relating  to  the  talks  made,  the 
interest  manifested,  new  plans,  or  some 
special  feature  of  library  service.  Each 


day  appeared  an  article  of  more  than  a 
column  in  length  on  some  phase  of 
library  work.  The  librarian  took  ad- 
vantage  of  the  opportunity  to  educate 
the  public  and  furnished  articles  on  the 
"Purpose  of  library  week,"  "The  his- 
tory of  the  Waco  public  library,"  "A 
day's  work  at  the  library,"  "Loan  desk 
work,"  "The  children's  department," 
"Reference  and  reading  rooms,"  and,  on 
the  last  day,  "Obligations  of  patrons." 
These  articles  were  supplemented  by 
display  advertisements,  the  space  for 
which  was  donated  by  the  papers.  In 
addition  to  the  advertising  donated  by 
the  papers,  a  number  of  business  firms 
called  attention  to  the  library  in  their 
own  advertising  space.  This  was  un- 
solicited by  the  committee. 

The  direct  results  of  the  campaign 
are  indicated  l^y  the  increased  number 
of  readers'  cards  made  during  library 
week  and  the  week  following — more 
than  three  times  the  usual  number 
made  during  the  same  period  of  time; 
by  requests  left  for  books  seen  in  the 
window  displays,  by  the  number  of 
telephone  calls  from  business  men  for 
information;  and  by  the  variety  of  oc- 
cupations represented  in  a  list  made  up 
from  the  applications  for  cards  made 
during  the  two  weeks. 

It  is  too  soon  to  determine  what  the 
larger  results  of  the  campaign  may  be. 
It  is  hoped,  however,  that  everv  one  in 
Waco,  who  was  not  aware  of  it  before, 
now  knows  that  there  is  a  public  li- 
brary in  the  city;  that  it  is  free;  that 
he  does  not  have  to  furnish  a  guarantor 
to  get  a  card ;  that  the  library  has  some- 
thing for  him ;  and  that  the  staff  is 
always  glad  to  serve  him.  Probably 
the  greatest  benefit  the  library  will  de- 
rive from  the  campaign  in  the  future 
is  the  fact  that  such  a  great  number 
of  business  men  have  shown  a  dispo- 
sition to  co-operate  in  making  its  influ- 
ence felt.  By  taking  a  personal  part  in 
"library  week"  they  have  come  to 
know  more  about  the  facilities  of  the 
library  and  will  take  a  personal  inter- 
est in  the  expansion. 

PAin.iNE  McCauley. 
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Autobiographies  of  Today 
The  Public  library  of  Newark,  New 
Jersey,  has  prepared  a  list  of  some  re- 
cent autobiographies  with  brief  quota- 
tions from  them,  at  the  request  of  the 
Contemporary  club  of  that  city. 

The  list  is  as  follows : 
In  three  legations.    Bunsen.    "So  far,  we  are 
quite  charmed  with  the  Hague  and  find 
its  quiet  and  comfort  a  haven  of  rest  after 
the  turmoil  of  Berlin." 
A    far    journey.     Rihbany.     "My    father's 
house  was  a  typical  Syrian  house.     The 
roof  was  the  Biblical  flat  roof,  such  as  the 
one    on    which    Peter    went    to    pray    in 
ancient  Joppa." 
Random  reminiscences.    Brookfield.    "I  was 
at    Cambridge    with    both    Hallam    and 
Lionel  Tennyson." 
Village   life  in   America.     Richards,     "We 
went  down  town  this  morning  and  bought 
us  some  Shaker  bonnets  to  wear  to  school. 
They  cost  $1.00  apiece  and  we  got  some 
green  silk  for  capes  to  put  on  them." 
Early  memories.    Lodge.    "Then  a  tall  man, 
who  I  knew  was  Mr.  Sumner,  stood  up  in 
the  carriajfe,   and   at   the   sight   of   him   a 
shout  arose  from  that  crowd,  the  like  of 
which  I  have  never  heard  since." 
Reminiscences.     Abbott.     "For  one  of  my 
great  ambitions  was   to  be  a  minister.     I 
see    myself    now,    a    pale-fa.ced,    anaemic 
slim  chap  of  ten  or  eleven,  preaching  to  a 
congregation  of  empty  chairs." 
Promised  land.    Antin.    "My  father  was  in- 
spired  by   a   vision.      He   saw    something. 
He  promised  us  something.     It  was  this 
'America.'       And     America     became     my 
dream," 
Reminiscences  of  my  childhood  and  youth. 
Brandes.    "I  had  wished  for  years  to  see 
Paris,  the  city  that  raised  my  most  devout 
feelings." 
Father  and  son.     Gosse.     "As  my  mental 
horizon  widened,  my  father  followed  the 
direction  of  my  spiritual  eyes  with  some 
bewilderment." 
My  day.     Pryor.     "An  interesting  time  was 
the    arrival    in    Washington    of   the    first 
Japanese  embassy  that  visited  this  coun- 
try.   Washington  lost  its  head." 
Personal  record.     Conrad.     "Yes,  you  find 
criticism  at  sea,  and  even  appreciation.     I 
tell  you  everything  is  to  be  found  on  salt 

Story  of  a  pioneer.  Shaw.  "All  night  jour- 
neys in  freight  cars,  engines  and  cabooses 
were  casual  commonplaces,  while  thirty 
or  forty  mile  drives  across  the  country  in 
bhzzards  and  bitter  cold  were  equally 
inevitable." 

Chronicle  of  friendship.  Low,  "At  the 
appointed  hour  there  descended  from  the 
Calais  train  a  youth,  'unspeakably  slight,' 
with  the  face  now  familiar  to  us.  the  eyes 


widely  spaced,  a  nose  slightly  aquiline,  and 
delicately  modelled,  the  high  cheek  bones 
of  the  Scot." 

Story  of  my  life.  Keller.  "We  met  Mr 
Clemens  and  Mr  Howell  therel  I  had 
known  about  them  for  a  long  time,  but  1 
had  never  thought  that  I  should  see  them 
and  talk  to  them." 

Part  of  a  man's  life.  Hi$[ginson.  "If  I  may 
refer  to  my  own  experience  as  one  of  the 
younger  Abolitionists,  I  may  truly  say 
that  my  first  discovery  of  the  negro's 
essential  manhood  came  lon^  before  I  had 
heard  of  the  anti-slavery  agitation." 

Journal  of  Marie  Bashkirtseff^  "All  my  life 
is  contained  in  this  diary." 


Printed  Children's  Catalogs 
Bacon,  Corinne,  comp. 

Children's  catalog  of  one  thousand 
books;  a  guide  to  the  best  reading 
for  boys  and  girls.  *a.  $2.  '16, 
Wilson,  H.  W. 

Children's  catalog  of  two  thousand 
books,    pa.  $4.    '16,  Wilson,  H.  W. 

These  revisions  of  the  first  edition  of 
the  children's  catalog,  published  in 
1909,  have  evidently  been  prepared  in 
response  to  an  urgent  demand  from  li- 
brary workers  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
The  old  catalog  is  out  of  date  and  was 
rendered  cumbersome  by  its  arrangement 
in  two  alphabets,  and  by  the  inclusion  of 
the  St.  Nicholas  index. 

The  new  catalogs  are  based  on  fifty- 
four  selected  library  lists,  and  have  been 
prepared  after  careful  consideration  of 
the  answers  to  a  questionnaire  sent  to 
many  children's  librarians.  Miss  Bacon 
has  been  fortunate  in  being  able  to  add 
to  her  own  experience  in  book  selection, 
that  of  such  collaborators  as  Miss  Cow- 
ing of  the  Pratt  Institute  free  library. 
Miss  Hazeltine  of  the  St.  Louis  public 
library,  and  the  staff  of  the  Carnegie 
library  of  Pittsburg. 

The  catalog  of  1,000  titles  with  an- 
alytical entries  for  212  volumes  is 
necessarily  too  limited  in  scope  for 
large  libraries  with  separate  children's 
rooms,  but  it  will  be  most  useful  to 
small  libraries  and  to  parents  and  teach- 
ers as  an  up-to-date  guide. 

The  catalog  containing  2,000  titles  and 
analytical  for  447  volumes  has  been 
practically  tested  in  our  children's  room 
and  found  to  answer  most  of  tfie  de- 
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mands,  although  for  large  collections  the 
3,500  list  now  in  preparation  ( Wilson,$6) 
will  of  course  be  more  satisfactory.  An 
effort  has  been  made  to  omit  out-of-date 
books  or  those  where  the  information  is 
buried  in  conversation,  and  to  include 
more  recent  geographical  and  practical 
material.  This  principle  could  have  been 
carried  still  further  by  the  inclusion  of 
more  physical  and  commercial  geogra- 
phies. The  questions  now  asked  by 
school  children  demand  indexes  that  will 
lead  directly  to  up-to-date  reliable  facts. 
How  well  this  demand  has  been  met  may 
be  judged  by  a  few  titles  taken  at  ran- 
dom from  the  2,000  catalog : 
Allen.  Industrial  studicB.  22  analyticals. 
Barstow.     Progress  of  a  united  people.    24 

analyticals. 
Blaich.     Three  industrial  nations.     15  sma- 

Bond.    Scientific  American  boy.    23  analyti- 
cals. 
Cabot.     Course  in  citjienahip.     66  analyti- 
cals. 
Carpenter.    Foods.    36  analyticals. 
Comstock.    Pet  book.    59  analyticals. 
Du  Puy.    Uncle  Sam's  modern  miracles.    22 

analyticals. 
Kelly.    Three  hundred  things  a  bright  girl 

can  do.    53  analyticals. 
Mowry.     American  inventions.     39  analyti- 
cals. 

Bodes  like  the  above  answer  a  large 
prtnwrtion  of  our  reference  questions, 
and  are  made  doubly  valuable  by 
analysis. 

The  make  up  of  the  volumes  is  excel- 
lent, the  books  open  readily,  publishers 
and  prices  are  given,  the  annotations 
pood,  and  the  subject  headings,  based  on 
Miss  Mann's  Subject  headings  for  chil- 
dren's catalogs,  are  well  chosen.  There 
is  included  also  a  list  of  books  about  chil- 
dren's reading  and  a  separate  summary 
of  "Aids  to  story  telling"  to  which  refer- 
ence should  have  been  made  from  the 
heading  "Story-telling"  in  the  main  body 
of  the  catalogs.  On  the  whole  there  is 
little  to  be  desired,  and  the  profession 
owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Miss  Bacon 
for  supplying  so  indispensable  a  tool  that 
will  lessen  the  present  duplication  of 
effort  and  promote  greater  efficiency. 
Nellie  M.  De  Laughter, 
Carondelet  branch, 
St.  Louis  public  library. 


An  Interesting  Exhibit 

Mr  J,  C.  Dana  of  the  Public  library 
of  Newark,  N.  J„  who  is  also  the  or- 
ganizer of  the  art  museum  located  in 
the  library  building  and  which  has  been 
largely  developed  under  his  fostering 
care,  has  sent  out  some  very  artistic 
notices  of  the  changing  exhibits  of  vari- 
ous kinds  shown  in  the  museum.  Mr 
Dana  is  authority  on  artistic  printing 
and  notices  which  go  out  from  both  the 
library  and  the  museum,  are  many 
times  works  of  art. 

A  recent  exhibit  at  the  museum  was 
one  of  black  and  white  engravings  by 
Ralph  Ruzicka,  perhaps  the  foremost 
artist  among  black  and  white  engrav- 
ers. At  the  request  of  the  Carteret 
Book  club  of  Newark,  Mr  Ruzicka  col- 
laborated with  the  club  and  illustrated 
a  book  relating  to  Newark.  The  book 
contains  five  large  engravings  in  color 
and  several  smaller  ones  in  black  and 
white  of  Newark  scenes.  The  Museum 
association,  with  this  as  a  nucleus  and 
with  Mr  Ruzicka's  assistance,  deter- 
mined to  make  an  exhibit  of  such  en- 
graving, including  in  it  another  group 
of  Mr  Ruzicka's  engravings,  making  a 
history  of  the  art  from  its  beginning  in 
the  fifteenth  century. 

Mr  W,  W.  Ivins,  curator  of  prints  at 
the  Metropolitan  museum,  kindly  lent 
illustrated  books  and  engravings  from 
his  own  collection  and  at  the  request 
of  Mr  Dana,  wrote  a  brief  survey  of  the 
art  of  wood  engraving  for  distribution 
at  the  exhibit. 

A  small  traveling  exhibit  of  selec- 
tions from  the  examples  of  Mr  Ru- 
zicka's work  has  been  set  aside  for  use 
as  a  traveling  exhibit,  which  may  be 
had  on  application  to  Mr  J.  C.  Dana  at 
the  Newark  Museum,  Newark,  N.  J. 

With  a  view  to  securing  complete  col- 
lections of  material  relating  to  local  af- 
fairs the  St.  Paul  Typothetae  has  recom- 
mended to  its  members  that,  with  the 
permission  of  the  authors,  a  copy  of  all 
publications  of  local  institutions  and  so- 
cieties printed  by  members,  be  sent  to 
the  secretary  of  the  Typothetae  and 
forwarded  by  him  to  the  city  library. 
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Some  Reports  on  State  Work 

The  Free  public  library  commission 
of  Massachusetts  has  set  forth  some 
stimulating  facts  concerning  library 
work  in  its  twenty-seventh  annual  re- 

fiort.  The  Commission  conference  for 
ibrary  workers  brought  together  at 
Simmons  college  in  July,  113  trustees, 
librarians  and  assistants.  Aid  was  ex- 
tended to  librarians  in  towns  of  less 
than  a  million  dollars'  valuation  by  the 
offer  to  pay  for  the  traveling  and  enter- 
tainment of  librarians  who  could  not 
otherwise  afford  to  attend  the  confer- 
ence. Interest  in  frequent  meetings  of 
the  local  groups  of  librarians  has 
^eatly  increased.  The  Commonwealth 
IS  divided  into  small  sections  in  which 
small  and  large  libraries  are  under  the 
leadership  of  the  librarian  of  a  large 
library  in  the  group.  Throughout  the 
Commonwealth,  trustees  and  librarians, 
as  well  as  school  authorities,  manifest 
enthusiasm  in  making  available  in- 
struction in  the  use  of  the  library,  its 
catalog,  classification  and  reference 
books  to  pupils  in  the  public  schools. 
After  instruction  at  the  school  or  in  the 
library  building,  problems  are  worked 
out  at  the  library  and  the  results  writ- 
ten out  as  part  of  school  assignments. 
The  Commission  has  sent  demon- 
strators and  instructors  to  towns  in 
which  librarians  were  not  able  to  under- 
take it. 

The  work  with  the  foreign-bom  has 
assisted  librarians  in  168  towns  in  a 
quiet,  intelligent  way  in  showing  them 
how  to  fulfill  their  ambition  for  a  bet- 
ter education  and  to  secure  greater  op- 
portunities for  themselves  and  their 
families.  The  Commission  has  loaned 
82  new  traveling  libraries  to  45  towns 
in  13  languages.  A  total  of  128  libra- 
ries are  now  in  circulation.  In  cooper- 
ation with  the  Old  South  association, 
the  Commission  conducted  25  lectures 
in  foreign  languages  (4  Greek,  I  Lith- 
uanian, 18  Polish,  1  Portugese  and  1 
Swedish)  in  order  to  acquaint  the  peo- 
ple with  conditions  and  opportunities 
in  this  country.  Miss  Campbell  pre- 
pared a  list  of  desirable  Russian  books 
with  titles  transliterated  and  notes  on 


both  author  and  the  book,  in  English. 
This  has  been  printed  by  the  American 
library  association. 

The  annual  collections  of  books  were 
presented  to  104  libraries.  Special 
books  for  work  with  schools,  books  on 
timely  subjects  were  sent  frequently 
during  the  year,  also  yearly  subscrip- 
tions to  several  magazines  to  /8 
libraries. 

Thirteen  libraries  were  recataloged 
under  the  direction  of  a  Commission 
worker.  Trustees  have  shown  interest 
in  having  surveys  made  of  their  library 
work  for  improving  its  efficiency. 
Building  committees  come  to  consult 
the  files  of  plans  of  successful  build- 
ings. Seven  new  library  buildings  have 
been  erected.  The  agent  took  an  ex- 
hibit of  library  work  to  several  county 
fairs.  The  Commission  paid  the  tuition 
of  four  assistant  librarians  at  the  sum- 
mer session  of  the  Simmons  College 
library  school.  Through  the  Woman's 
Education  association,  115  libraries  j 
were  circulated,  containing  4,228  vol-  | 
umes,  making  141  visits , to  119  towns 
and  villages.  During  the  year,  visits 
were  made  to  150  libraries,  varying  in  I 
length  from  a  few  hours  to  several 
days.  The  report  is  illustrated  with 
half-tone  cuts  of  three  successful  j 
buildings  recently  erected.  I 

The  Minnesota  public  library  com- 
mission has  issued  its  ninth  biennial 
report. 

In  the  advisory  and  instructional 
work  for  public  libraries,  the  usual  ac- 
tivities have  been  carried  on  including 
library  visits,  assistance  in  organizing, 
cooperation  in  meetings  of  state  and 
district  library,  club  and  educational 
organizations,    distribution    of    library 

f publications,  promotion  of  library  pub- 
icity  and  encouragement  of  local  en- 
terprises. 

The  recent  ruling  of  the  State  high 
school  board  that  definite  service  must 
be  provided  for  school  libraries  has 
caused  a  large  increase  in  the  number 
of  Summer  school  students,  and  is  rais- 
ing the  standard  of  service  throughout 
the  state. 
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Through  the  traveling  library  de- 
partment, 651  regular  stations  have 
been  served.  The  greatest  increase  is 
seen  in  individual  loans  which  num- 
bered 6,181,  the  total  requests  from  all 
sources  amounting  to  8,343,  and  num- 
ber of  books  loaned  being  68,440. 

The  number  of  tax-supported  libra- 
ries has  been  increased  from  92  to  101. 
Including  libraries  maintained  hy  clubs 
and  associations,  there  are  now  143 
public  libraries  in  the  state,  leaving 
only  seven  towns  of  more  than  20CO 
people  without  a  public  library  organ- 
ization. An  encoura^ng  increase  is 
seen  in  library  appropriations  and  gifts. 

Ten  libraries  are  carrying  on  county 
extension  work,  and  many  others  are 
extending  their  privileges  to  residents 
in  the  adjacent  territory.  Seven  school 
library  systems  have  been  combined 
with  public  libraries  during  the  bien- 
nium,  making  11  which  are  carrying 
out  this  plan  successfully.  On  the  other 
hand  nine  school  libraries  are  giving 
public  library  service. 

The  report  of  the  Oregon  state  li- 
brary is,  as  usual,  full  of  interesting  ac- 
counts of  great  activity  for  the  period 
of  the  past  two  years. 

During  the  last  two  years  there  have 
been  8,w6  packages,  with  a  total  of 
50/52  v.,  mailed  in  answer  to  9,122  re- 
quests. In  addition  to  this,  and  in 
reply  to  requests  from  organizations, 
53,944  V.  have  been  sent  from '  the 
traveling  library  department  to  rural 
stations  for  reloaning  throughout  the 
country.  The  volumes  loaned  for  the 
previous  period  numbered  64,176,  as 
against  a  total  of  104,696  for  the  last 
period.  Number  of  volumes  in  library, 
125,126. 

The  greatest  increase  has  been  made 
in  the  use  of  the  libraiy  by  the  people 
in  the  small  towns  and  rural  districts. 
There  are  72  debating  teams  throu§:h- 
out  the  state  furnished  with  material. 
All  but  one  of  the  public  libraries  of  the 
state  are  centers  through  which  local 
loans  are  distributed,  some  of  them  de- 
pending entirely  upon  the  State  library 
for  books  for  serious  study.  "By  means 
of  inter-library  loans,  the  library  re- 


sources have  been  mobilized  to  the 
greatest  possible  extent  and  more 
nearly  approach  the  ideal  of  full  li- 
brary privileges  for  all,  than  does  any 
other  state  system,"  The  biennial  ap- 
propriation for  the  State  library  is  less 
than  that  of  most  county  libraries  and 
less  than  that  of  any  other  good  State 
library.  The  report  sets  out  the  needs 
of  the  library  for  increased  appropria- 
tion and  additional  employees.  The  li- 
braries in  the  high  schools  of  the  state, 
own  73,622  v.  The  standard  high 
schools  of  the  state  buy  their  boi^s 
from  the  State  school  library  list.  The 
libraries  in  the  state  institutions  have 
been  organized  with  the  assistance  of 
the  State  library.  A  detailed  report  of 
the  public  libraries  of  the  state  is  given 
in  an  appendix.  The  State  library  of 
Oregon  is  the  supervisor  of  the  stand- 
ard public  libraries  in  the  state. 
Cotmtr  library  law  of  Texas 

A  county  library  law  was  passed  by 
the  legislature  of  Texas  through  the 
work  of  the  Texas  library  association 
and  the  women's  clubs.  The  following 
are  the  important  points  in  the  law: 

The  power  to  establish  and  maintain 
county  libraries  is  vested  in  the  county 
commissioner's  court  after  an  elective 
decision  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of 
the  county.  If  the  library  vote  defeats 
the  measure  in  any  election,  no  further 
election  can  be  held  until  the  lapse  of 
two  years.  The  commissioner's  court 
appoints  a  librarian  holding  a  certifi- 
cate of  qualifications  for  the  ofhce  from 
the  state  board  of  library  examiners 
also  created  by  the  act.  This  board 
consists  of  the  state  librarian,  the  libra- 
rian of  the  state  university  and  three 
other  librarians  who  are  well  known  in 
the  state,  who  shall  be  elected  by  the 
state  librarian  and  the  librarian  of  the 
state  university.  Successive  members 
of  the  board  shall  be  chosen  by  the  re- 
maining members  in  executive  session. 
This  board  shall  pass  upon  the  qualifi- 
cations of  all  persons  desiring  to  be- 
come county  librarians  in  the  state  and 
shall  make  and  adopt  rules  for  carrying 
out  the  purpose  of  the  act. 

The  county  free  libraries  of  the  state 
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shall  be  under  the  general  supervision 
of  the  state  librarian  who  shall  make 
whatever  rules  and  regulations  are  nec- 
essary to  establish  work  in  the  library, 
its  branches  and  stations  throughout 
the  county.  The  commissioner's  court 
has  power  to  levy  a  tax  not  to  exceed 
five  cents  on  the  one  hundred  dollars 
on  the  property  in  the  county  outside 
all  incorporated  cities  and  towns  al- 
ready supporting  a  free  library  and 
upon  such  towns  and  cities  that  have 
elected  to  become  part  of  the  county 
library  system.  Provision  is  made  for 
cooperating  towns  and  cities  to  become 
part  of  the  county  library  system  and 
also  to  discontinue  such  connection 
after  two  years  notification.  Provision 
is  also  made  by  which  two  or  more 
adjacent  counties  may  join  to  re- 
ceive privileges  of  a  free  library"  sys- 
tem. A  county  library  may  be  dis- 
established on  the  petition  of  500  or 
more  voters  in  an  election  and  the  ma- 
jority of  votes  in  such  an  election  shall 
determine  further  procedure. 

The  biennial  report  of  the  Free  pub- 
lic library  commission  of  Vermont, 
1914-16,  records  five  towns  as  having 
received  $100  in  books  as  aid  in  the 
establishment  of  town  libraries,  and  117 
gifts  of  $25  in  books  to  small  and  active 
town  libraries  as  aid  in  maintenance. 
Four  state  institutions  each  received  a 
share  in  $400.  The  secretary  and  her 
assistant  have  organized  18  libraries 
and  made  75  visits  to  65  libraries.  The 
Commission  together  with  the  Ver- 
mont library  association,  visited  22  out 
of  23  Teacher-training  classes,  and  out- 
lined courses  for  other  classes.  There 
were  18  exhibits  at  annual  meetings  of 
the  commission,  teachers'  conventions, 
etc.  Book  lists  on  various  subjects  were 
prepared  and  distributed.  There  were 
649  libraries  and  201  picture  collections 
sent  from  the  traveling  libraries  de- 
partment ;  also,  60  special  collections. 
The  greatest  demand  continues  to  come 
from  the  rural  school  teachers.  The 
total  number  of  books  sent  out  was 
24,025  and  the  total  circulation  was 
45,631.  Adults  read  39%  non-fiction 
and  children  60%.    Thirty  out  of  forty- 


six  towns  without  libraries  were 
reached  and  nine  out  of  twelve  towns 
in  which  the  libraries  are  not  free.  Li- 
brary day  programs  for  schools  have 
been  made  each  year.  The  Vermont 
Federation  of  women's  clubs  has,  each 
year,  given  a  sum  toward  books  for  a 
school  library.  The  Kellogg-Hubbard 
library  has  continued  its  loan  of  books 
to  help  supply  special  requests  in  the 
travelmg  library  department. 


lUiiuHs  Library  Notes 
The  House  committee  on  education 
of  the  Illinois  l^slature,  to  which  was 
referred  the  County  library  bill,  held  a 
hearing  on  March  7,  at  which  the  Illinois 
library  association  was  represented  by 
three  members  of  the  Legislative  commit- 
tee. The  discussion  of  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  hinged  mainly  upon  the  advis- 
ability of  submitting  Uie  question  of  the 
establishment  of  such  a  library  to  a  vote 
of  the  people  of  the  county.  A  sub-com- 
mittee to  which  this  matter  was  referred 
voted  to  incorporate  such  an  amendment 
in  the  bill,  which  was  accordingly  done 
and  it  was  so  reported  to  the  House. 
The  association's  Legislative  com- 
mittee regret  this  decision  in  view  of 
the  delay  involved.  County  elections  are 
held  biennially  in  November,  too  late  for 
a  tax  to  be  spread  the  same  year.  Hence 
three  or  more  years  might  elapse  between 
the  petition  to  the  county  board  and  the 
actual  establishment  of  the  library.  It  is 
hoped  the  bill  may  be  passed  finally 
without  this  amendment. 

C.  J.  Barr, 
President. 


In  connection  with  the  recent  aban- 
donment of  circulations  statistics  in  the 
Public  library  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa, 
the  librarian  says: 

What  shall  wc  lose?  We  shall  not  know 
the  circulation  of  any  particular  class.  We 
shall  not  know  how  many  books  on  philos- 
ophy or  fine  arts  have  been  issued  during 
any  period,  but  who  ever  wanted  to  know 
this  anyway?  If  in  all  library  history  one 
such  answer  has  been  recorded,  is  the  an- 
swer worth  the  cost?  What  do  we  Rain? 
Time,  lime  to  do  a  few  of  the  useful  things 
that  have  been  pushed  out  of  sight  by  tbe» 
rows  and  columns  of  figures. 
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American  Library  Institute. 

A  meeting  of  the  American  Library 
Institute  was  held  at  Atlantic  City  on 
March  3,  1917.  In  addition  to  Presi- 
dent E.  C.  Richardson,  the  following 
Fellows  were  present :  C.  W.  Andrews, 
W.  Austen.  R.  R.  Bowker,  W.  N.  C. 
Carlton.  W.  P.  Cutter,  J.  C.  Dana,  M.  S. 
Dudgeon,  G.  S.  Godard,  C.  H.  Gould, 

F.  P.  Hill,  H.  L.  Koopman,  A.  Strohm, 

G.  B.  Utley  and  G.  P.  Winship.  As 
the  meeting  was  an  open  one  a  large 
number  of  visitors  were  present  at  both 
sessions.  The  program  of  the  morning 
session  was  as  follows : 

President  address:  Some  archive 
libraries    in    the    Fourteenth    century 

B.  C. 

Tasso's  copy  of  Horace — Harry  Ly- 
man Koopman. 

Progress  of  work  upon  the  public 
records  and  archives  of  Connecticut  as 
being  accomplished  by  and  through  the 
Connecticut  state  library — Geo.  S. 
Godard. 

Bibliographical  and  descriptive  note 
on  the  Journal  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Assembly.  1776-90— A.  H.  Shearer. 

Two  Garrett  manuscripts — C.  C. 
Mierow  and  H.  T.  Weiskoften. 

Sketch  of  the  history  of  the  A.  L.  I. 
—Miss  M.  E.  Ahern. 

The  afternoon  session  was  given  up 
entirely  to  the  discussion  and  reading 
of  notes  on  various  phases  of  the  gen- 
eral topic  of  "The  care  and  use  of  spe- 
cial research  collections."  Among  the 
subjects  discussed  or  contributed  to  in 
writing  were : 

Location  of  special  research  collections 
and  local  centers  of  special  study — Intro- 
duced by  J.  C.  Bay  and  C.  W.  Andrews. 
Housing  and  Caring  tor  Americana — Intro- 
duced by  W.  N.  C  Carlton.  Care  of  coins, 
engravings,  etc. — J.  C.  M.  Hanson.  Using 
American  incunabula;  the  Joint  list — G.  P. 
Winship.  Ready  filing  of  sub-pamphlet  ma- 
terial— A.  E.  B OS t wick.  Postcards,  book- 
plates, photostat,  maps — B.  C.  Steiner,  Miss 

C.  M.  Hewins.  The  possession  of  books 
once  stolen— L.  N.  Wilson.  Poster  collec- 
tions— C  K.  Bolton.  Destructiveness  of 
white  ants— S.  H.  Ranck. 

Participation  in  the  discussion  was 
general  and  animated. 
The  new  Institute  Board  was  com- 


pleted through  the  election  of  the  fol- 
lowing members : 

A.  E.  Bostwick,  C.  H.  Gould,  A. 
Keogh,  and  H.  C.  Wellman.  The  other 
members  are  E.  C.  Richardson,  W.  N. 
C,  Carlton  and  Mary  Eileen  Ahem. 

The  following  were  elected  Fellows 
of  the  Institute: 

J.  C.  Bay,  Walter  L.  Brown  (reelected), 
L.  J.  Burpee,  Miss  M.  £.  Hazekine  (re- 
elected), Prof.  M.  Jastrow,  Jr.,  J.  T,  (kr- 
ould,  G.  M.  Jones  (reelected),  G.  H.  Locke, 
Charles  Martel,  H.  H.  B.  Meyer,  T.  L. 
Montgomery  (reelected),  C  6.  Roden. 
Publicatiotia  of  A.  L.  I. 

The  following  publications  are  all 
that  have  been  issued  at  any  time  by 
the  Institute: 

1)  American  Library  Institute.  Papers  and 
subjects  for  discussion  at  the  meeting  in 
New  York  City,  September  27,  28,  1911. 
Newark,  N.  J. 

2)  American  Library  Institute.  Papers  and 
discussions  at  the  meeting  at  Kaaterskill, 
N.  Y.,  June  25,  1913.  Chicago,  1913. 
2-(-28p. 

3)  American  Library  Institute.  Proceed- 
ings of  the  meeting  at  New  York  City, 
December  1,  1913.  Chicago,  1914. 
2-1-14P. 

4)  American  Library  Institute.  Proceed- 
ings at  the  Atlantic  City  meeting,  1915. 
Chicago,.  1915.    16p. 

5)  American  Library  Institute.  Papers  and 
proceedings  at  the  Atlantic  City  meeting, 
1916.     Chicago,  1916.    187  p. 

The  various  leaflets,  programmes 
and  preprints  prepared  for  the  meet- 
ings are  no  longer  available. 

A  few  copies  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Kaaterskill  meeting,  June  25,  1913, 
are  still  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Institute. 

The  remaining  copies  of  the  "Papers 
and  Proceedings"  of  the  Atlantic  City 
meeting,  1916,  may  be  secured  from  the 
secretary  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  78  East 
Washington  street,  Chicago,  Illinois, 
at  $2  a  copy. 

W.  N.  C.  Caw-ton, 
Secretary. 


A  question  that  should  be  asked  about 
the  ventilating  system  of  every  library  is: 
"Does  it  ventilate?"  What  shall  it  profit 
a  librarian  if  he  give  a  book  to  every 
person  in  the  town  and  lose  his  own 
health? 
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A.  L.  A.  Notes 
Louisville  conference 

The  local  organizations  in  Louisville, 
interested  in  the  success  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
meeting,  are  making  every  effort  for  the 
cordial  reception  and  comfort  of  those 
who  may  attend  the  meeting  to  be  held 
in  Louisville,  June  21-27. 

Various  committees  have  been  named 
and  will  give  prompt  attention  to  any 
business  that  comes  before  them.  An 
attendance  of  not  less  than  1,200  is  ex- 
pected. Ample  hotel  accommodations 
have  been  provided,  using  The  Seelbach 
as  headquarters.  Hotel  Henry  Watter- 
son  just  across  the  street  and  The  Tyler 
three  blocks  away.  There  have  been  615 
rooms  reserved  in  all.  In  addition,  200 
rooms  at  other  hotels  are  at  the  disposal 
of  the  local  committee. 

The  main  dining  room  on  the  first 
floor  of  The  Seelbach  will  be  reserved 
exclusively  for  A.  L.  A.  guests,  and  the 
mezzanine  will  be  used  as  registration 
headquarters.  The  parlor  floors  and  as- 
sembly rooms  of  the  three  hotels  are  for 
A.  L.  A.  use  during  the  week,  for  social 
entertainments,  conference  meetings,  etc. 
Rooms  for  special  library  exhibits  have 
been  reserved  at  the  headquarters  hotel. 
Arrangement  for  space  must  be  made 
direct  with  The  Seelbach. 

Macauley's  theater,  the  local,  principal 
playhouse,  has  been  reserved  for  general 
and  social  sessions.  The  theater  is  just 
across  the  street  from  The  Seelbach.  Ad- 
mission to  Macauley's  theater  and  the 
social  entertainments  at  The  Seelbach, 
will  be  by  card,  which  will  be  given  to  the 
members  upon  registering. 
Hotel  ratea 

Seelbach.  Rooms  with  bath,  double  bed, 
|2-$5j  for  one  person.  For  two  persons  $1 
additional  for  fZ  rooms  and  $1.50  additional 
for  other  rooms. 

Rooms  without  bath,  double  bed  $1.50- 
$2.50  for  one  person.  For  two  persons,  $1 
additional. 

Rooms  reserved  for  the  morning  of 
the  twenty-first  will  be  chai^d  for  be- 
ginning with  the  evening  of  the  twentieth. 
This  is  to  guarantee  the  room  will  be 
ready  for  occupancy  on  arrival, 

Watterson.  Rooms  with  bath,  ainsle, 
$1.50;    double    bed,    $2-$3    for   one   person. 


For  two  persons,  $1  additional;  two  beds, 
$1.75  for  each  person. 

Rooms  without  bath,  single,  $1;  double, 
$1  each  person. 

Tyler.  Rooms  with  bath,  single  $1.50- 
$2.50.    Double,  $1.25-$1.50  each  person. 

Assignments  to  rooms  and  correspond- 
ence concerning  hotel  reservations  will 
be  handled  by  a  local  rooming  commit- 
tee. In  order  to  afford  equal  oppor- 
tunity to  all,  applications  for  rooms  re- 
ceived before  Monday,  April  23,  will  be 
considered  as  received  on  that  date.  Let- 
ters addressed  to  the  hotels  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee.  The  rooming 
committee  asks  that  before  reservations 
are  made,  members  arrange  to  share 
their  rooms  and  advise  the  committee 
with  whom  they  would  be  pleased  to 
room.  Members  preferring  to  stay  at 
private  boarding  nouses  and  members 
who  expect  to  stay  with  friends  or  who 
secure  accommodations  otherwise,  are 
requested  to  notify  the  local  committee 
of  their  plans,  so  that  full  advdnce  in- 
formation may  be  on  hand  at  headquar- 
ters and  the  name  may  appear  in  the  ad- 
vance register  of  attendance.  All  cor- 
respondence relative  to  reservation  of 
rooms  should  be  addressed  to  Geoi^  T. 
Settle,  secretary.  Local  A.  L.  A.  commit- 
tee, Public  library,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Baggage  tags  on  which  the  name  of  the 
Louisville  hotel  should  be  written,  will 
be  forwarded  to  each  person  making 
hotel  reservation,  to  insure  prompt  de- 
livery to  hotels. 

Louisville  is  well  supplied  with  res- 
taurants in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  the  hotels.  Both  a  la  carte  and  reg- 
ular service  will  be  given  at  the  liotels. 
Recreations 

The  social  clubs  are  open  to  visitors 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  members. 
Tennis  clubs,  golf  links,  and  boat  clubs 
are  also  at  the  service  of  the  visitors. 

The  social  program  includes  addresses 
of  welcome  by  the  Governor  of  Ken- 
tucky and  the  Mayor  of  Louisville,  a  re- 
ception, a  concert  and  an  entertainment 
by  local  authors  and  musicians,  A.  L.  A. 
rail,  boat  ride  on  the  Ohio,  or  automobile 
ride  through  Louisville's  beautiful  parks, 
a  woman's  club  tea,  and  the  local  artists' 
exhibit  for  A.  L.  A.  visitors  at  the  H- 
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brar^.  Many  interesting  trips  by  auto- 
mobile, trolley,  rail  or  river  to  historic 
and  beautiful  points  in  the  nei^borhood 
of  Louisville  may  be  enjoyed. 

Communications  concerning  the  A.  L. 
A.  program  and  general  affairs  of  the 
conference,  should  be  addressed  to  the 
American  Library  Association,  78  East 
Washington  St,  Chicago,  111. 
SatcB 

There  are  no  summer  excursion  rates 
to  Louisville  available,  except  from 
points  in  the  South.  From  such  points 
regular  excursion  tickets  may  be  had, 
^md  returning  until  October,  at  about 
20%  less  than  the  regular  fare.  Special 
round  trip  tickets,  good  going  and  re- 
turning by  the  same  route,  have  been 
grantra  by  the  Central  and  Trunk  -Line 
passenger  associations,  based  on  a  2c 
a  mile  charge,  and  the  return  must  be 
completed  by  midnight  of  June  30. 

A  par^  of  10  or  more  traveling  to- 
gether, can  obtain  the  same  rate,  going 
and  returning  by  different  routes,  and 
not  be  subject  to  the  limitation  of  re- 
turning June  30. 

A  special  train,  comprised  of  com- 
partment, observation  and  dining  cars, 
from  Albany,  will  be  provided  for  the 
Eastern  party  leaving  Boston  June  20, 
joined  later  by  the  New  York  party. 
Special  parties  from  Chicago  and  St 
Louis  will  be  formed  and  those  who  wish 
to  travel  together,  forming  a  party  of 
10  or  more,  can  secure  the  reduced  rates. 

A  prospect  of  an  unusually  large  at- 
tendance from  the  South  is  reported  by 
Mr  Settle.  Mr  C.  H.  Milam  of  the  Pub- 
lic library,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  has  been 
made  travel  secretary  for  the  South. 
Poat  conference 

A  post  conference  trip  will  be  made  to 
Mammoth  cave,  Kentucky,  White  Sul- 
phur Springs,  Richmond,  James  River 
and  Old  Point  Comfort,  with  side  trips 
to  Hampton,  Korfolk  and  the  harbor. 
From  here  the  return  may  be  made  to 
New  York,  Boston  and  Washington,  by 
boat  by  those  who  desire  to  do  so.  The 
expense  of  the  Old  Point  Comfort  trip, 
exclusive  of  railway  and  steamer  fares, 
covering  Pullmans,  meals,  hotels,  stop- 


overs, transfers   and  boat  trip   on   the 
James  River,  will  be  $27. 

Full  particulars  of  routes,  rates  and 
program  will  be  given  in  the  May  num- 
ber of  the  A.  L.  A.  Bulletin. 

A  Chicago  Meeting  of  Interest 

The  Advertising  association  of  Chi- 
cago has  called  a  conference  of  all  th« 
librarians  of  public  and  semi-public  li- 
braries in  the  Middle  West  to  be  held  in 
Chicago,  April  25.  Presidents  of  library 
boards  and  presidents  of  local  chambers 
of  commerce  will  be  invited  to  meet  with 
them.  The  object  will  be  to  devise 
methods  and  to  find  means  for  advertis- 
ing public  libraries  and  the  books  and 
other  attractions  which  they  offer  for 
the  free  use  of  all  the  people.  The  con- 
ference is  the  project  of  the  educational 
committee  of  the  Chicago  club, of  which 
Mr  W.  Frank  McQure  is  chairman. 
The  object  is  to  bring  closer  relations  and 
cooperation  between  the  library,  adver- 
tising and  business  men  of  the  various 

localities.      

Information  Desired 

A  note  from  Mr  Robert  K  Shaw,  li- 
brarian of  the  Public  library  of  Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts,  speaks  of  the 
greater  opportunity  for  library  service 
that  has  come  to  that  library  by  his 
membership  in  the  local  Rotary  club. 
This  has  taken  the  shape  of  an  address 
on  the  library  at  one  of  the  noonday 
luncheons  where  lists  of  books  on  busi- 
ness were  distributed.  Among  other 
things  undertaken  was  a  circular  letter 
seeking  cooperation  from  the  business 
firms  of  Worcester  which  ran  as  follows : 

Aa  this  library  desires  to  keep  up  to  dute 
on  books  relatinK  to  inaniifacttires  and  other 
industries  of  our  city,  we  beg  to  inquire  if 
you  know  of  any  recent  publications  in  your 
line,  pobably  not  now  on  our  shelves,  but 
likely  to  interest  our  patrons,  particularly 
the  mechanics  or  other  shop  workers,  sales- 
men or  clerks  of  our  city.  If  so,  will  yon 
kindly  list  title  or  titles  on  enclosed  card? 

Mr  Shaw  asks  that  others  interested  in 
the  Rotary  club  in  any  other  part  of  the 
country,  will  communicate  with  him  and 
pve  him  their  opinions  of  further  op- 
portunities for  usefulness  on  the  part  of 
librarians  in  relation  to  this  efficient 
organization. 
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Library  meetings 

Chicagt^The  Chicago  library  club  met 
on  MarclTb,  at  the  Harper  library  of  the 
University  of  Chicago. 

The  departure  of  C.  J.  Barr,  to  become 
assistant  librarian  of  Yale  university 
was  announced  and  good  wishes  ex- 
pressed. 

Dr  James  R.  Angell,  head  of  the  de- 
partment of  psychology,  and  Dean  of  the 
Graduate  school  of  the  University  of 
Chicago,  addressed  the  club  on  "The 
libranan  as  intermediary  between  the 
public  and  the  expert,"  His  observation 
of  libraries  in  small  towns  and  cities  had 
led  him  to  believe  that  librarians  need 
expert  advice  in  the  selection  of  books 
for  purchase.  He  was  amazed  to  see 
libraries  of  limited  means  stocked  with 
quack  and  unscientific  works.  As  a 
specialist  in  psychology  he  would  be 
willing  to  give  time  to  criticise  new  books 
and  to  say  which  were  suitable  for  li- 
brary purchase. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed.  Miss 
Birge  spoke  of  the  practice  of  the  A,  L. 
A.  Booklist  in  getting  expert  opinions 
on  books  on  en^neering,  agriculture  and 
some  other  subjects. 

Miss  Forrest  and  others  referred  to 
the  personal  tastes  of  members  of  library 
boards  as  responsible  for  the  unwise  and 
disproportionate  selection  of  books. 

Mr  Hanson,  associate  librarian  of  the 
University  of  Chicago,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  libraries  should  pay  experts 
for  their  services  in  selecting  books,  that 
such  busy  men  should  not  be  asked  to 
give  hours  of  valuable  service  without 
compensation.      Margaret  Ridlon, 

MMMchuMtt*— About  70  members  and 
friends  of  the  Western  Massachusetts 
library  club  gathered  in  the  West  Spring- 
field public  library,  February  21,  1917, 
for  the  usual  mid-winter  meeting  of  the 
club.  After  an  address  by  Winthrop  S. 
6a^  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
library,  a  short  business  session  was  held. 
A  protest  against  the  confirmation  of 
Foster  W.  Steams  as  State  librarian  of 
Massachusetts  was  sent  to  the  Executive 
cotmcil.  After  the  business  meeting  a 
discussion  of  the  books  of  1916  was  held. 


the  basis  for  discussion  being  the  annual 
booklist  prepared  l^  various  club  mem- 
bers. 

The  address  of  the  morning  was  ^ven 
by  Mr  Walter  Bri^s  of  the  Harvard 
University  library  on  "The  trail  of  the 
magazine,"  in  which  he  traced  the  de- 
velopment of  the  magazine  to  the  present 
day, 

Dr    Neil    McPherson    of    Springfield 
was  the  speaker  of  the  afternoon,  his 
subject  being  "Nietzsche  and  the  war." 
Georgina  E.  Carr, 

Pennajdvania— The  meeting  of  The 
Pennsylvania  library  club  held  on  Jan- 
uary 8,  1917,  was  attended  by  a  very 
large  and  interested  audience,  who  were 
delighted  with  the  splendid,  illustrated 
talk  about  the  "Excavations  of  the 
American  school  at  Corinth,"  by 
Stephen  Sleeker  Luce,  Jr.,  Ph.D.,  who, 
having  been  a  member  of  the  college, 
was  in  a  position  to  give  authoritative 
information.  The  pictures,  which 
were  wonderfully  interesting  and  in- 
structive, were  taken  by  Dr  Luce,  him- 
self, during  his  recent  stay  in  Corinth. 

The  description  of  the  work  of  the 
library,  which  plays  by  no  means  an 
unimportant  part  in  the  work,  was  of 
course  interesting  to  those  present. 

Not  the  least  interesting  part  of  the 
evening  was  the  opportunity  to  talk 
with  Dr  Luce  at  the  informal  reception. 

The  third  meeting  of  the  season  was 
held  February  13,  1917,  at  which  time 
Dr  John  Chalmers  DaCosta  presented 
"The  personal  side  of  Samuel  Pepys" 
in  his  own  truly  inimicable  manner, 
bringing  with  the  recollections  of  the 
days  of  Charles  H,  a  very  intimate  re- 
alization of  how  the  hours  of  the  com- 
panions of  the  Merry  Monarch  were 
spent,  making  us  once  more  familiar,  in 
imagination,  with  "Woods'  Coffee 
House"  in  Pall  Mall,  etc.,  etc. 

Jean  E.  Graffen, 
Coming  me«tinKB 

Ohio  library  association,  Toledo,  Octo- 
ber 16-18. 

The  New  York  state  library  associa- 
tion will  hold  its  annual  meetmg  at  the 
Lakewood  Farm  Inn,  Sept.  17-22. 
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Atlantic  City  Meetings 
Pennsylvania 

Tbe  twenty -first  annual  meeting  of 
librarians  at  Atlantic  City  gave  both 
profit  and  pleasure  to  tbe  275  attending 
the  sessions.  As  is  usual,  the  weather 
was  abominable  but,  also  as  usual,  the 
Hotel  Chelsea  was  a  most  hospitable 
place  even  in  stormy  weather  and  the 
company  was  comfortable  and  happy. 

The  Pennsylvania  meeting  opened  on 
Saturday  morning,  March  3,  with  a 
greeting  from  the  president,  John  Ash- 
hurst,  librarian  of  the  Free  public  li- 
brary of  Philadelphia. 

In  his  address  Mr  Ashhurst  called  at- 
tention to  the  increased  interest  in 
books  of  international  questions,  for- 
eign histories  and  manners  and  customs 
of  foreign  people.  The  call  in  his  own 
library  reached  2,600,000v.,  in  1916,  and 
similar  experiences  prevailed  in  other 
libraries  in  Pennsylvania.  In  addition 
to  books  on  history,  books  on  efficiency 
and  vocational  training  were,  also, 
much  in  demand. 

Dr  George  P.  Donehoo,  secretary  of 
the  Pennsylvania  slate  historical  com- 
mission, gave  a  talk  on  "Indians  of 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  and  the 
literature  concerning  them,"  Dr  Done- 
hoo has  a  very  good  list  of  books  about 
these  particular  tribes  which  he  will  be 
glad  to  furnish  to  any  one  who  may  be 
interested. 

Edward  J.  Nolan,  M.  D.,  Sc.  D.,  li- 
brarian and  secretary  of  the  Academy 
of  natural  sciences  of  Philadelphia,  was 
most  interesting  in  his  recitals  of  his 
recollections  of  the  earlier  meetings  of 
the  A,  L,  A.  and  other  library  meetings 
through  the  country.  Dr  Nolan  began 
his  talk  with  an  account  of  his  experi- 
ences at  library  meetings  from  the  Cen- 
tenial  conference  of  librarians  in  Phila- 
delphia in  1876.  His  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  1876  meeting  was 
most  touching.  At  this  meeting  he  was 
the  sixth  on  the  attendance  registry, 
only  three  of  those  in  advance  of  him 
being  now  alive :  Melvil  Dewey, 
Charles  Evans  and  William  T.  Peoples. 
In  telling  his  story,  Dr  Nolan  selected 
rather  the  humorous  incidents  than  the 
serious  proceedings  because  the  latter 


are  sufficiently  reported  in  the  library- 
journals. 

The  characteristics  of  W.  F.  Poole, 
Justin  Winsor,  Melvil  Dewey,  S.  S. 
Green,  L.  P.  Smith,  Charles  Cutter,  R. 
R.  Bowker  and  William  Kite,  were 
good  naturedly  indicated  mainly  in  con- 
nection with  the  debate  on  the  use  of 
fiction  in  public  libraries,  one  of  the 
notable  features  of  that  first  meeting. 

Speaking  of  the  Boston  meeting  of 
1879,  he  recounted  his  meeting  with  R. 
C.  Winthrop,  C.  F.  Adams,  Judge 
Chamberlain.  T.  W.  Higginson  and  E. 
E.  Hale.  Mr  Longfellow  took  tea  with 
the  librarians  in  Memorial  hall,  Cam- 
bridge, "reminding  one  a  little  bit  of 
the  Homer  of  the  Naples  museum,  al- 
though he  was  far  from  blind."  Beyond 
this  galaxy  of  authors,  stood  out  the 
two  brilliant  Irishmen,  Robert  Joyce 
and  John  Boyle  O'Reilly,  without 
whom  after  all,  Boston  culture  would 
not  have  reached  its  exploited  culmina- 
tion. 

Affectionate  character  sketches  of  a 
number  of  the  members  who  were 
gathered  at  the  early  conferences, 
greatly  interested  the  listeners. 

The  time  assigned  Dr  Nolan  was  not 
sufficient  to  do  more  than  touch  on  sub- 
sequent meetings,  including  the  Inter- 
national conferences  of  London  and 
Brussels. 

In  an  address,  H.  W.  Hess,  professor 
of  commerce  at  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, on  Advertising  the  library, 
said  that  it  was  part  of  the  business  of 
the  library  to  make  known  to  the  pub- 
lic how  far  it  was  prepared  to  meet  the 
demands  of  its  readers.  Miss  Anna  A. 
MacDonald  of  the  State  library  at  Har- 
risburg,  gave  a  most  interesting  ad- 
dress on  "A  library  for  the  state  at 
large,"  in  which  she  gave  resume  of 
the  founding,  activities,  undertakings 
and  timely  aid  of  the  department  of 
traveling  libraries. 

The  usual  delightful  tea  was  given 
by  the  Atlantic  City  public  library  and 
was  much  enjoyed,  despite  the  rain  on 
Saturday  afternoon.  The  dance  on 
Saturday  night  went  on  merrily  until 
a  late  hour. 

Jean  E.  Graffek. 
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The  Journey  of  the  A.  L.  A.  to 
Louisville 

The  meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A.  at  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  opens  up  to  the  librarians 
from  every  part  of  the  country  an  op- 
portunity to  see  what  is  undoubtedly 
an  interesting  region,  physically,  his- 
torically but  particularly  in  a  literary 
way.  Hardly  within  the  memory  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  A.  L.  A.  members 
has  the  association  come  into  the 
region  where  it  will  be  taken  this  time. 

Those  from  the  East  will  have  the 
chance  to  see  the  state  of  Ohio,  through 
which  a  stream  from  New  England  and 
one  from  the  Cumberland  Gap,  met  and 
mingled,  bringing  to  the  fore  the  best 
traditions  of  both  localities,  producing 
in  real  natives  of  Ohio  a  class  of 
substantial  high-minded  citizenship, 
which  has  contributed  to  the  upbuild- 
ing of  the  country  in  every  way.  Ohio 
competes  with  Virginia  for  the  title  of 
"The  mother  of  presidents." 

Those  from  the  Northwest  will 
traverse  the  full  length  of  the  state  of 
Indiana  to  reach  Louisville  and  it  is 
possible  to  go  thru  a  region  in  the 
western  part  of  the  state  which  is  hard- 
ly surpassed  outside  of  the  real  moun- 
tainous country  for  scenery,  historical 
grounds  and  educational  centers.  The 
delectable  George  Ade,  a  few  years  ago, 
described  this  region  in  a  little  "Hoo- 
sier  handbook,"  and  some  of  the  oest 
work  of  John  T.  McCutcheon  has  been 
done  in  representing  the  various  phases 
of  the  life  as  it  appears  here  and  there 
throughout  the  locality. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  state 
are  a  number  of  beautiful  lakes.  In  the 
region  of  Lafayette  are  the  battlefields 
made  famous  by  the  Indian  war,  when 
the  Indians  led  by  Tecumseh  met  and 
fought  with  the  white  people  under 
General  Harrison  for  the  last  time  in 
the  beautiful  Tippecanoe  region. 

At  Lafayette,  is  Purdue  university, 
one  of  the  best  known  technical  schools 
in  the  country  with  both  national  and 
state  support. 

Between  Lafayette  and  Crawfords- 
ville  are  the  wonderful  black  walnut 
forests,  the  last  of  their  kind  in  the 


country,  with  sceceiy  that  has  been 
compared  to  that  to  be  found  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania.  Near  here  on  his  mag- 
nificent estate,  lives  the  Bard  of  Alamo, 
whose  contributions  to  the  New  York 
Sun  are  so  earily  "swallowed"  by  its 
unsophisticated  readers.  He  contributed 
to  American  literature  the  immortal 
couplet. 

Then  I  heard  a  poor  man  say. 
Cut,  oh,  cut  ni7  leg  away. 

At  Crawfordsville,  is  Wabash  college, 
a  leading  Presbyterian  school  which 
has  furnished  a  number  of  leading 
members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  The  efficient 
director  of  the  New  York  public  library 
is  an  alumnus  of  the  institution. 

A  little  further  south  in  an  equally 
beautiful  country  is  Greencastle,  which 
for  many  years  held  the  leading  Meth- 
odist school  in  the  Middle  West  under 
the  name  of  Asbury  college,  now 
known  as  Depauw  university.  Gradu- 
ates of  this  school  have  gone  out  in  the 
Methodist  fashion,  "to  teach  all  na- 
tions." 

The  region  between  Greencastle  and 
Bloomington  contains  the  numerous 
noted  Cataract  falls  and  the  most  beau- 
tiful scenery  (It  was  in  this  region  that 
the  Editor  of  Public  Libraries  learned 
to  walk  alone). 

At  Bloomington,  is  the  State  Univer- 
sity of  Indiana  with  5,000  students  and 
a  library  that  is  well  worth  special 
mention  if  one  were  on  a  library  pil- 
grimage. 

From  Bloomington  south  for  100 
miles  or  so  are  to  be  found  the  cele- 
brated Bedford  stone  quarries,  too  well 
known  the  world  over  for  more  than 
mention.  Also  here  are  the  celebrated 
French  Lick  springs,  where  the  luxuri- 
ous are  quartered  in  the  Ta^gart  hotels 
and  the  marvelous  effective  healing 
qualities  of  diabolically  tasting  waters 
attract  people  with  money  from  all 
over  the  world. 

A  little  distance  from  here  is  Cory- 
don,  the  first  capital  of  the  state  to 
which  the  early  settlers  from  the  Caro- 
linas,  Virginia  and  Kentucky  came  with 
a  home-like  feeling  because  of  the  re- 
semblance of  the    Knobs"  couittiy,  as 
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it  is  known,  to  the  region  from  which 
thqr  came. 

Then  Louisville,  set  on  her  hills, 
witti  her  beautiful  parks,  her  clean 
streets,  her  energetic  people  I  Here  will 
be  something  in  which  those  with  an 
appreciation  of  the  true,  the  good  and 
the  beautiful  will  find  their  soul's  de- 
light. 

It  must  be  said  in  all  fairness  that  if 
.one  wished  one  mig^t  come  to  Louis- 
ville through  the  central  and  the  east- 
em  parts  of  the  state,  which  display 
a  variety  of  region  for  which  one  must 
have  a  special  liking  to  draw  from  it 
any  particular  pleasure  in  traveling. 
Sandy  plains  in  the  northern  part  are 
not  particularly  inspiring  on  a  hot  day. 
Fertile  fields  of  growing  grain,  the  rich 
meadows  with  their  something  less 
than  a  thousand  cattle,  the  quickly 
built  manufacturing  towns  with  a 
larger  foreign  population  than  any  of 
them  have  been  able  yet  to  assimilate 
present  nothing  that  is  not  found 
everywhere. 


Interesting  Things  in  Print 

The  library  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  has 
issued  a  reference  list  on  "Accident  pre- 
vention and  safety  first." 

The  State  library  of  Oregon,  Salem, 
recently  has  issued  an  Index  to  short 
stories,  as  School  Circi4lar  No.  p.  It 
is  classified  by  subjects. 

Two  lists  of  "Books  about  business" 
have  bees  recently  issued,  one  by  the 
Public  library  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  and 
the  other  by  the  Public  library  of  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

An  outline  of  a  proposed  Library 
reading-circle,  carried  on  by  Texas  li- 
brarians, under  the  direction  of  Octavia 
F.  Rc^n  of  the  Texas  library  and  his- 
toric committee,  is  given  in  the  January 
number  of  Texas  Libraries. 

The  Town  Criers'  club  of  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  has  compiled  an  "Index  to  re- 
cent books  and  articles  in  magazines  of 
interest  to  business  men"  for  the  Busi- 
ness men's  division  of  the  St.  Paol 
library. 

A    study    outline    of    contemporary 


American  literature  has  been  prepared 
by  Anna  L.  Guthrie  and  is  issued  in  the 
Study  Series  by  the  H.  W.  Wilson  Com- 
pany. As  a  handbook  for  study  dubs 
and  high  school  students,  the  outline  is 
especially  valuable. 

"The  practical  use  of  books  and  li- 
braries— an  elementary  manual"  by  Gil* 
bert  O.  Ward,  has  been  revised,  enlarged 
and  published  in  a  third  edition  by  the 
Boston  Book  Company.  The  manual  is 
intended  to  provide  dementaiy  instruc- 
tion for  young  persons  and  to  serve  as 
an  outline  for  teachers  who  have  to  giiw 
school  instruction. 

The  H.  W.  Wilson  Company  have  just 
issued  Debaters'  Handbool^  on  Immigra- 
tion (2nd  ed.) ;  Minimum  Wage;  Mili- 
tary training  in  schools  and  collides,  in- 
cluding military  camps. 

The  price  for  these  each,  as  welt  as 
the  price  of  all  volumes  in  the  Debaters' 
Handbook  series  and  the  Handbook 
series,  has  been  advanced  from  $1  to 
$1.25. 

The  Provincial  library  of  Victoria, 
B.  C,  has  b^;un  the  publication  of  a 
series  of  bulletins  whid]  are  to  act  as 
guides  to  the  contents  of  the  library  with 
the  object  of  making  its  resources  better 
known.  Bulletin  No,  1  is  a  Bibliography 
of  the  publications  of  the  war  compiled 
ty  Mr  John  Forsyth  of  the  catalog  de- 
partment. The  bibliography  is  arranged 
according  to  the  subject  with  an  author 
and  subject  index, 

American  Industries  for  January  has  a 
most  unusual  and  interesting  article  on 
Public  libmnes  and  business  men,  by 
Adelaide  R.  Hasse,  chief  of  the  docu- 
ment division  of  the  New  York  public 
library.  The  thesis  of  the  presentation 
is  a  direct  appeal  for  cooperation  in  mak- 
ing the  pubUc  library  more  efhdent  in  its 
operation  and  more  specifically  useful  to 
the  live  business  men  of  the  place,  a  class 
from  which  it  derives  large  financial 
support. 

The  fact  that  69  meetings  were  sched- 
uled to  be  hdd  in  the  Public  library  of 
St  Louis  in  the  week  of  February  25, 
was  made  the  subject  of  a  very  com- 
mendatory   editorial   in   the   St  Louis 
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Republic  of  that  date.  It  was  very  aptly 
stated  that  the  "library  has  set  an  ex- 
cellent example  in  teaching  the  value  of 
free  and  undisturbed  discussion  for  there 
is  no  better  way  to  further  a  good  cause 
and  let  a  bad  one  evaporate,  than  to  give 
everybody  a  chance  to  talk." 

The  Journal  of  the  National  educa- 
tion association  for  February  contains 
the  papers  given  in  the  department  of 
secondary  education.  Among  these  are : 
The  library  in  the  modem  high  school, 
by  W.  M.  Davidson,  superintendent  of 
schools,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ;  The  need  for 
better  high  school  libraries,  by  Charles 
H.  Johnston,  University  of  Illinois; 
The  high  school  library  and  vocational 
and  technical  courses,  by  William  D. 
Hood,  principal,  Winsted,  Conn.;  Li- 
brary administration,  by  Mary  Sulli- 
van, teacher  of  English,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa. ;  and  Report  of  committee  on  prob- 
lems of  high  school  libraries,  by  C,  C. 
Certain,  chairman. 

The  United  States  bureau  of  mines 
has  the  following  new  publications  for 
distribution. 

Bulletin  122,  Principles  and  practice 
of  sampling  metallic  metallurgical  ma- 
terials. 

Bulletin  128,  Refining  and  utilization 
of  Georgia  kaolins. 

Technical  paper  137, -Combustion  in 
the  fuel  bed  of  hand-fired  furnaces. 

Technical  paper  138,  Suggested 
safety  rules  for  installing  and  using 
electrical  equipment  in  bituminous  coal 
mines. 

Technical  paper  164,  Accidents  at 
metallurgical  works  in  the  United 
States  during  the  calendar  year  1915. 

Miners'  circular  23,  Elementary  first 
aid  for  the  miner. 

-  ;  A  collection  of  books  in  the  Pratt  In- 
atilute  free  library  has  been  set  aside 
under  the  name  of  the  Alcove.  It  is 
idesigned  to  bring  into  inviting  and  con- 
venient prominence  certain  of  the  out- 
standing books  ift  -  the  English 
language,  by  ancient,  niodern  and  pres- 
ent day  writers,  in  order  that  anyone 
using  the  library  may  preserve  a  fa- 
miliar  acquaintance   with    books   that 


have  gained  preeminence  in  literature. 
The  books  represent  every  range  of 
talent  and  they  stand  on  the  shelves 
with  no  idea  of  relationship  or  classifi- 
cation. Lists  of  these  books  have  been 
prepared  with  the  general  public  in 
mind  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  revival 
of  interest  in  books  of  enduring  reputa- 
tion.   The  price  of  the  list  is  10c. 

The  February  number  of  the  Bulle- 
tin of  the  University  of  North  Dakota 
is  made  up  of  discussions  of  library 
topics.  It  contains  two  papers  pre- 
pared by  C.  W.  Sumner,  librarian  of 
the  University  of  North  Dakota. 

The  first.  The  state  wide  use  of  the 
University  library,  describes  the  exten- 
sion of  library  service  throughout  the 
state,  through  schools,  clubs  and  other 
agencies.  The  second  paper.  The  de- 
mand for  the  teacher-librarian,  treats 
of  the  need  of  a  better  realization  on 
the  part  of  the  teachers,  of  the  need  of 
better  selection,  better  organization 
and  better  administration  for  school 
libraries. 

The  March  number  of  the  Bulletin 
of  the  Public  affairs  information  serv- 
ice (H.  W.  Wilson  Co.),  is  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  a  digest  of  the  recent  mes- 
sages of  the  governors  in  38  states.  In 
a  few  instances  the  messages  of  the 
retiring  governors  have  been  included. 


International  Day — May  18 
A  request  has  come  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  School  league  on  Interna- 
tionalism in  the  N.  E.  A.  to  the  chil- 
dren's librarians  over  the  country  for 
some  sort  of  joint  recognition  of  Inter- 
national day.  May  18  this  year.  The 
idea  is  to  create  in  the  minds  of  Ameri- 
can young  people,  a  sense  of  justice  and 
fair  play  for  other  young  people  of 
alien  birth  who  are  in  no  way  to  blame 
for  the  misunderstanding  of  their 
elders. 

Mrs  Fannie  Fern  Andrews,  Boston. 
will  be  glad  to  co-operate  in  the  way  of 
material,  etc.,  with  any  librarian  who 
wishes  to  introduce  the  young  people 
of  the  children's  department  to  the  idea 
of  internationalism. 
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Library  Schools 
Cunegie  libnry,  Adanta 

Miss  Gertrude  Stiles,  supervisor  of 
binding  of  the  Qeveland  public  library, 
gave  a  series  of  lectures  to  the  school 
during  the  week  of  February  19  on  bind- 
ing and  mending  and  the  general  care  of 
books  in  a  library.  On  Wednesday 
afternoon,  February  21,  Miss  Stiles  gave 
a  lecture  before  the  class  and  a  small 
company  of  invited  guests  on  artistic 
book-bindings  illustrated  with  stereopti- 
con  slides.  After  the  lecture,  tea  was 
served  in  the  class  room  so  that  the  guests 
might  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Miss 
Stiles. 

The  class  ^ve  a  Valentine  party  on 
Friday  evening,  February  9,  to  the 
faculty  and  library  staff. 

The  students  have  been  interested  in 
arranging  a  series  of  bulletins  for  the 
loan  department  of  the  library  calling  at- 
tention to  special  classes  of  books.  Two 
students  work  together,  choosing  the  sub^ 
ject,  selecting  the  books  for  display  and 
collecting  the  illustrative  material. 

Vera  Southwick,  '14,  was  married  to 
Dewitt  Qinton  Cooper  of  Greenfield, 
Indiana,  at  the  home  of  her  father  in 
Atlanta  on  February  20,  1917.  Mr  and 
Mrs  Cooper  will  be  at  home  in  Green- 
field, Indiana,  after  March  13. 

TpMMiE  Dora  Barker, 
Director. 
CamcEie  library  achool 

The  resignation  of  Harrison  W. 
Craver,  librarian  of  the  Carnegie  li- 
brary of  Pittsburgh  and  director  of  the 
Carnegie  library  school  was  announced 
in  February  to  become  effective  April  1. 
Mr  Craver  is  succeeded  in  both  offices 
by  John  H.  Leete,  formerly  dean  of  the 
Carnegie  technical  schools. 

George  B.  Utley,  secretary  of  the 
American  library  association,  lectured 
February  28  on  the  work  of  the  asso- 
ciation. 

A  course  of  four  lectures  on  normal 
school  libraries  was  given,  March  6-8, 
by  Willis  H.  Kerr,  librarian  of  the  State 
normal  school  library,  Emporia,  Kan- 
sas. 

Jean  Hamilton.  National  secretary. 


National  league  for  women  workers, 
gave  a  talk,  March  14,  on  Social  cen- 
ters, 

"The  relation  between  the  library 
and  civic  institutions"  and  "Work  with 
children  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
chief  librarian"  were  the  subjects  of 
two  lectures  given  March  15,  by  Dr 
Frank  P.  Hill,  librarian  of  the  Public 
library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Edith  C.  C.  Balderston,  '12-13,  has  re- 
signed as  children's  librarian  of  the  Free 
library  of  Philadelphia  to  accept  a  similar 
position  in  the  Brooklyn  public  library. 

Edith  Endicott,  '12-13,  has  resigned  her 
position  of  assistant  in  the  children's  depart- 
ment of  the  New  York  public  library. 

Martha  Elizabeth  English,  '12-13,  has  re- 
signed her  position  of  children's  librarian  in 
the  Brooklyn  public  library  to  become  chil- 
dren's librarian  in  the  Carnegie  library  of 
Homestead. 

Marie  Louise  Fisher,  '10,  has  resigned  as 
children's  librarian  of  the  Lawrenceville 
branch  of  the  Carnegie  library  of  Pittsburgh 
and  has  been  made  first  assistant  of  the 
same  branch, 

Helen  Edith  McCracken,  '15,  has  resigned 
as  assistant-in-charge  of  the  children's  room, 
Soho  Bath  settlement,  Pittsburgh,  to  be- 
come children's  librarian  of  the  Wylie  Ave- 
nue branch  of  the  Carnegie  library  of  Pitts- 
Elizabeth  Nixon,  '11-12,  has  resigned  from 
her  position  of  assistant  in  the  office  of  the 
Educational  secretary.  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,   New  York   City. 

Ellen  W.  Peckham,  '15-16,  has  resigned 
from  the  children's  department  of  the 
Brooklyn  public  library  to  accept  a  position 
in  the  Public  library  of  East  Orange,  N.  J. 

Grace  Shellenberger,  '12-13,  who  has  been 
children's  librarian  of  the  Public  library, 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  has  been  appointed  su- 
pervising librarian  of  Institution  libraries  of 


culture,  Washingtot, 

Lida  Byron  Young,  '12-14,  formerly  as- 
sistant in  the  Carnegie  library  school,  has 
been  made  assistant-in-charge  of  the  chil- 
dren's room  of  the  Sobo  Bath  settlement, 
Pittsburgh. 

Sarah  C.  N.  Bocle, 

Principal. 

Drexel  school 

The  dinner   of  the   Drexel  Institute 

Library  School   alumni  association  in 

connection  with  the  twenty-first  annual 

meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  library  asso- 
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ciation  and  the  Pennsylvania  library 
club  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Chelsea  on 
March    3,    1917.      Twenty-three    were 

S resent.    The  gu&sts  were  Miss  Reed, 
liss  Graffin,  Miss  Wallis,  Miss  Brown, 
aad  Mr  Faxon. 

Miss  Josephine  O'Flynn,  Drexel  '09, 
died  on  Feb.  IS,  1917.  Prior  to  en- 
tering Drexel  library  school.  Miss 
O'Flynn  was  connected  with  the  Public 
library  of  Detroit  for  several  years. 
After  graduating,  she  returned  to  the 
Detroit  public  library.  Later  she  was 
appointed  librarian  of  the  Catholic  his- 
torical society  of  Philadelphia.  In  1915, 
she  resigned  to  return  to  Detroit  and 
become  the  librarian  of  the  Detroit  Bar 
association,  which  position  she  held 
until  her  death. 

Miss  Millie  M.  Smith,  Drexel  '09,  has 
resigned  her  position  in  the  cataloging 
and  reference  department  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati public  library  to  become  the  li- 
brarian of  the  Toledo  University 
library, 

KathErine  M.  Trimble, 

Secretary. 
University  of  Illinoii 
During  the  week  of  February  5,  36 
members  of  the  Library  school,  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Bond  and  Miss  Vought, 
made  their  customary  biennial  visit  to 
the  libraries  and  kindred  interests  of 
Chicago  and  vicinity.  On  the  afternoon 
of  February  8,  the  entire  party  were  the 
guests  of  the  David  Cook  Publishing  Co. 
at  Elgin,  visiting  the  company's  plant,  in- 
cluding the  editorial  rooms  of  the  va- 
rious publications  issued  by  that  com- 
pany. 

On  the  morning  of  March  2,  Monsieur 
Jean  A.  Picard,  a  member  of  the  French 
publishing  house  of  that  name,  and  con- 
nected also  with  Charles  Scribner's  Sons 
of  New  York,  gave  an  interesting,  in- 
formal address  to  the  members  of  the 
school.  Monsieur  Picard  talked  particu- 
larly of  the  increasing  demand  for  in- 
formation regarding  the  French  people, 
their  literature,  art  and  institutions  in 
general,  and  gave  some  excellent  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  various  methods  of 
meeting  that  demand. 
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Mrs  Edna  Lyman  Scott  gave  her  usual 
course  of  lectures,  lasting  for  five  weeks, 
meeting  the  seniors  every  day  for  an 
hour's  conference  regarding  the  work 
with  children  and  children  s  hterature, 
and  the  juniors,  twice  a  week.  Mrs 
Scott's  engagement  dosed  on  March  16. 

Elizabeth  Henry,  a  member  of  the  sen- 
ior class,  has  withdrawn  for  the  second 
semester  on  account  of  poor  health,  and 
plans  to  return  a  year  from  now  to  com- 
plete the  course  and  receive  her  d^ee. 
Frances  Siupson, 
Assistant-director. 
Pratt  institute 

This  is  the  third  year  that  we  have 
been  privileged  to  take  the  school  to  visit 
the  Morgan  library,  and,  as  on  previous 
occasions,  the  students  enjoyed  the  rare 
pleasure  of  seeing  and  handling  books 
and  manuscripts  valuable  for  association, 
age,  rarity,  or  beauty.  Every  moment 
was  made  to  yield  the  utmost  of  pleasure 
and  value.  The  Shakespeare  folios  lay 
open  on  one  table,  another  held  the  great 
landmarks  of  the  history  of  printing,  and 
in  the  manuscript  room  the  students  rev- 
eled in  the  opportunity  of  coming  into 
actual  touch  with  favorite  authors 
through  their  written  word.  To  take  into 
one's  hand  Bums'  letters,  Dickens' 
Christmas  carol,  the  Rose  and  the  ring 
with  the  text  illustrated  by  Thackeray's 
own  drawings  is  almost  like  meeting 
them  face  to  face.  One  gets  a  thrill  that 
nothing  else  can  give. 

Thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  the  Brook- 
lyn public  library,  the  class  attended  a 
delightful  party  at  the  Bedford  branch 
on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  February 
15.  The  gathering  was  addressed  by  Mr 
John  Foster  Carr,  who  spoke  on  "Li- 
braries and  the  immigrant." 

The  visiting  lecturers  since  our  last 
report  have  been  Mrs  Adelaide  B.  Malt- 
by,  librarian  of  the  Tompkins  Square 
branch  of  the  New  York  public  library, 
who  spoke  on  the  relation  of  the  brandi 
library  to  its  neighborhood.  Mr  Andrew 
Keogh,  librarian  of  Yale  university,  on 
the  Administrative  problems  of  a  college 
libran;,  Miss  Mary  E.  Hall,  librarian  of 
the  Girls'  high-school,  on  High-school 
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library  work,  Mr  Utiey,  secretary  of  the 
Amencan  library  association,  on  the 
work  of  the  association,  and  Professor 
William  Lyon  Phelps  of  Yale  university, 
who  lectured  before  the  whole  Institute 
on  "Representative  American  character." 

The  class  enjoyed  an  interesting  lec- 
ture on  Russian  libraries  given  by  their 
class-mate,  Miss  Matilda  Livshitz,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  February  7.  The 
basis  of  Miss  Livshitz's  talk  were  slides 
furnished  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Library 
school  at  Albany,  illustrating  a  lecture  on 
Russian  libraries  which  Mme  Ham- 
burger of  Petrograd  gave  at  Albany  a 
year  or  two  ago. 

Miss  Gibbes  and  Miss  Hopkins,  who 
have  chaise  of  the  Music  school  at  the 
Greenpoint  settlement,  invited  the  stu- 
dents to  a  patriotic  entertainment  at  their 
studio  on  Washington's  birthday.  Pupils 
from  the  Music  school  played  on  the 
piano  and  violin,  and  then  all  joined  in 
singing  the  national  songs  of  the  allied 
countries. 

The  vice-director  spoke  before  the 
New  Jersey  high  school  librarians'  asso- 
ciation on  Saturday,  February  17,  at  the 
Central  high  school  of  Newark,  on  the 
subject  of  "Illustrated  editions  for  high 
school  libraries." 

The  spring  trip  this  year  will  be  to  a 
group  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  libraries,  mcluding  Princeton, 
Trenton,  Philadelphia,  Harrisbui^, 
Hagerstown  and  Carlisle. 

Josephine  Adams  Rathbone, 
Vice-director, 

St  Lonii  library  school 
Beginning  with  the  opening  of  the 
school  session  of  1917-'18,  in  October 
next,  the  training  class  of  the  St.  Louis 
public  library  will  assume  the  name  and 
status  of  the  St.  Louis  library  school. 
The  class  has  been  for  some  time  furnish- 
ing training  of  library-school  grade,  and 
the  only  changes  that  will  be  necessary 
are  to  strengthen,  and  increase  the  teach- 
ing and  administrative  force  and  to 
amplify  the  courses  of  instruction,  es- 
pecially in  the  direction  of  teaching 
comparative  methods. 
Pupils  will  be  received  regardless  of 


locality  and  will  not  be  limited  as  hitherto 
to  persons  intending  to  enter  the  service 
of  the  St.  Louis  public  library.  While 
this  is  true,  the  fact  that  this  will  be  one 
of  the  only  two  schools  operated  in  di- 
rect connection  with  a  large  city  public 
Ubrary  will  make  it  a  particularly  de- 
sirable place  of  training  to  emphasize  this 
connection  and  to  specialize  in  all  those 
particulars  that  tend  to  make  the  worit 
of  an  assistant  valuable  and  effective  in 
a  library  of  this  kind  and  grade. 

While  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  there- 
fore, that  pupils  in  the  St.  Louis  library 
school  will  consist  wholly  of  those  who 
expect  to  do  work  in  the  larger  systems, 
and  while  the  curriculum  will  contain 
features  making  it  attractive  and  valu- 
able to  those  who  are  looking  forward  to 
service  in  southwestern  libraries  of  small 
or  medium  size,  it  is  believed  that  the 
scope  of  the  St.  Loub  system,  with  its 
branches  of  widely  differing  character 
will  be  calculated. to  furnish  a  kind  of 
training  not  available  out  of  contact  with 
these  conditions. 

It  is  not  however  with  the  thought  of 
competition  or  supersession  that  a  new 
library  school  is  established  in  St.  Lotus, 
but  rather  with  the  desire  tb  throw  open 
more  widely  opportunities  hitherto  of- 
fered to  a  few,  and  to  broaden  and 
render  more  valuable  those  opportunities 
in  the  field  already  occupied. 

The  Brst  descriptive  and  explanatory 
handbook  of  the  school  is  now  in  prepara- 
tion and  will  contain  full  details. 

The  Director  of  the  school  will  be  Dr 
Arthur  E.  Bostwick,  librarian  of  the  St 
Louis  public  library,  and  its  Principal 
and  active  head  will  be  Mrs  Harriet  P. 
Sawyer,  under  whom  the  work  of  rais- 
ing the  standard  of  the  class  to  library- 
school  grade  has  gone  on  during  the 
past  six  years.  Her  chief  assistant,  Mrs 
P.  F.  Drury  (formerly  Miss  Gertrude 
M.  Gilbert),  New  York  State  library 
school,  1911,  has  already  entered  on  her 
duties  and  will  take  active  part  in  pre- 
paring for  the  changes  that  will  occur 
formally  in  October  next.  The  quarters 
occupied  by  the  school  in  the  Central 
building  of  the  Public  library  will  be 
somewhat  enlai^i:ed. 
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SinuDons  college 
•  The  February  library  visit  was  to  the 
Brookline  public  library,  always  one  of 
the  most  interesting-  of  the  year.  The 
students  have  also  been  invited  to  at- 
tend several  exhibits  displayed  recently 
at  that  library  and  at  the  Boston 
Athenaeum. 

Visitors  of  the  month  have  included 
Mr  Frank  Chase  of  the  Boston  public 
library,  who  spoke  on  The  problems  of 
an  art  department,  and  on  The  bibliog- 
raphy of  art  books;  Miss  Annie  Carroll 
Moore,  on  Children's  work  in  the  New 
York  public  library;  Mr  Utley,  who 
was  making  his  first  visit  to  the  Sim- 
mons library  school.  He  spoke  of  the 
A.  L.  A.,  its  history  and  accomplish- 
ment. Miss  Jones  on  March  12,  spoke  of 
The  library  of  institutions,  from  her  ex- 
perience at  that  at  Waverley. 

A  group  of  visitors  whom  the  college 
was  especially  glad  to  welcome  was  the 
Massachusetts  High-school  principals, 
who  met,  at  the  call  of  Mr  Kingsley,  of 
the  State  Board  of  Education,  for  one 
session  at  Simmons  on  Friday,  March 
16.  Mr  Kingsley  is  also  a  member  of 
the  committee  of  the  Massachusetts 
library  club  on  High  school  libraries, 
and  he  generously  gave  representation 
on  the  program  to  the  topic  of  high 
school  libraries.  Mr  Davis  of  Grand 
Rapids,  and  Mr  Husic  and  others  spoke 
from  the  school  point  of  view,  Miss 
Jordan  for  the  committee,  and  Miss 
t^mneliy  on  the  question  of  training 
for  high  school  librarians. 

The  N.  E.  A.  had  been  good  enough 
to  loan  their  exhibit  on  the  rooms  and 
equipment  of  high  school  libraries,  and 
the  scrapbooks  showing  how  the  li- 
brary can  aid  various  school  depart- 
ments. This  was  supplemented  by  ex- 
hibits of  equipment  by  the  Library 
Bureau  and  Brown-Howland,  and  by 
pictures  and  books  from  the  Boston, 
Brookline  and  Simmons  libraries. 

The  exhibit  was  borrowed  primarily 
for  the  use  of  the  College  course  in 
High  school  libraries,  but  was  open  to 
inspection  to  teachers  during  its  stay  of 
several  weeks. 

In  the  History  of  libraries  course  the 


school  is  indebted  to  the  Brookline  li- 
brary for  the  loan  of  pictures  and  of 
specimens  of  cuneiform  tablets,  and 
very  deeply  to  the  Boston  public  library 
for  an  exhibit  they  prepared  in  the  Bar- 
ton room  of  reproductions  of  manu- 
scripts, as  well  as  for  their  usual  loan 
of  collateral  reading  to  the  Simmons 
college  as  a  deposit  station. 

Among  the  gifts  of  the  month  those 
of  Mr  Gardner  M.  Jones,  of  duplicate 
sets  of  periodical  library  economy  pub- 
lications, was  of  especial  use  to  the  Li- 
brary school,  and  the  College  library 
appreciated  a  gift  of  a  subscription  to 
the  National  Geographic  Magasine 
which  marked  the  establishment  of  a 
new  Simmons  club  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  The  students  of  the  children's 
course  had  the  privilege,  through  the 
kindness  of  Miss  Jordan,  of  attending 
several  of  Miss  Shedlock's  story-telling 
hours,  given  at  Mrs  Kehew's. 

Alice  Hig^ins,  Simmons  '06,  has  resigned 
from  the  Somervilte  library,  to  accept  the 
position  of  classilier  in  the  Boston  Athe- 

Margaret  Richardson,  'lO-'ll,  Is  cataloger 
and  assistant  in  charge  of  the  branch  work, 
Umatilla  County  library,  Pendleton,  Oregon. 

Helen  Carleton,  Simmons  '14,  has  been 
appointed  librarian,  Brooklyn  branch,  Port- 
land, Oregon. 

June  Richardson  Donnelly, 
Director. 
Srnictue  university 

Miss  Effie  L.  Power,  supervisor  of 
work  with  children  in  the  Carnegie  li- 
brary, Pittsburgh,  gave  two  lectures  be- 
fore the  school  on  Wednesday,  March  21. 
Her  subjects  were  "Library  work  with 
schools"  and  "Literature  for  children." 
In  the  course  of  her  lectures  Miss 
Powers  explained  the  new  plans  and 
methods  of  work  with  schools  which  she 
has  originated  and  is  now  carrying  out 
in  Pittsburgh. 

Prof  Wong  of  the  University  of  Pekin 
recently  addressed  the  students  of  the 
library  school  on  the  "Literature  of  China 
and  its  conservation." 

Miss  Elizabeth  £.  Gidley,  librarian  at 
North  Dartmouth,  Massachusetts,  is  tak- 
ing special  work  for  the  second  semester 
in  children's  work  and  book  selection. 
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On  the  evening  of  Saturday,  March  10, 
Pi  Lambda  Si^ma,  a  sorority  consbting 
of  students  in  hbrary  science,  will  hold  its 
annual  banquet  at  the  Wolcott. 

Miss  Ethel  Knight  has  resigned  from 
her  position  in  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Two  recent  marriages  among  the  grad- 
uates of  the  Library  school  are  those  of 
Miss  Kathryn  Sears,  '14,  to  Allen  Durs- 
ton   Partridge,   and   of   Miss   Catherine 
Branch,  '16,  to  Winthrop  W  Mellen. 
E.  E.  Spersy, 
Director. 
Univenity  of  WashinKton 

Graduates  from  this  and  other  col- 
leges and  universities  may  be  admitted 
to  the  Library  school  if  they  offer  for 
entrance  at  least  sixteen  college  credits 
each  in  German  and  French,  and  may 
obtain  the  degree  of  B.  L.  E.  at  the  end 
of  a  year  by  devoting  all  of  their  time 
to  the  professional  courses. 

Sixteen  graduates  of  the  Library 
school  met  on  the  evening  of  February 
22,  and  after  dining  together  joined  in 
an  informal  discussion  of  library  needs 
and  problems  which  proved  helpful  and 
interesting  to  all. 

Jrssie  Ballard,  '13,  formerly  librarian  of 
the  North  Yakima  public  library,  was  mar- 
ried February  21  to  Dr  Peter  Grant  Mac- 
intosh of  North  Yakima. 

L.anrentine  Meissner,  '13,  is  librarian  of 
the   Columbia  branch,  Seattle. 

Vateda  Mongerson,  '16,  is  an  assistant  in 
the  Public  library.  St.  Charles,  III. 

Ethel  Mourant,  '14,  is  in  the  children's 
room  of  the  Seattle  public  library. 

Verna  Barstad,  '15,  has  been  appointed 
librarian  of  the  Public  library,  Centralia, 
following  the  resignation  of  Madeline  Pin- 
gry,  '15,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Lawrence  Gatvin, 
of  Centralia. 

Eliubeth  Kirkwood,  '13,  is  in  the  Period- 
icals  department   of   the    Seattle  public  li- 

W.  E.  Henry,  Director. 
Wntera  Reserve  university 
The  course  in  Subject  bibliography 
began  March  1,  is  given  by  Thirza  E. 
Grant,  and  is  to  be  supplemented  by 
the  preparation  of  reference  lists  in 
connection  with  the  Reference  division 
of  the  Cleveland  public  library.  Anna 
G.  Hubbard,  head  of  the  Order  division 
of   the  Cleveland   public   library,  gave 


three  lectures  on  Book  buying;  Elima 
A.  Foster,  head  of  the  Philosophy  and 
religion  division,  gave  one  lecture  on 
books  on  religion,  and  Ada  M.  McCor- 
mick,  librarian  of  the  Municipal  refer* 
ence  library,  gave  one  lecture  on  MUt 
nicipal  and  legislative  reference  work. 

Mr  Adam  Strohm,  librarian  of  the 
Detroit  public  library,  lectured  on 
Americanization,  based  on  the  interest* 
ing  work  done  in  Detroit ;  Mr  Allen  T. 
Burns,  director  of  the  Cleveland  Fed-- 
eration  survey,  lectured  on  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Foundation  and  the  recent 
education  survey.  Another  lecturer  of 
the  month  was  Mr  Herbert  S.  Hirsch- 
bei^,  librarian  of  the  Toledo  public  li- 
rary,  who  spoke  on  Library  publicity, 
illustrated  by  lantern  slides. 

The  students  had  the  opportunity  on 
the  afternoon  of  February  19  of  seeing 
the  Lemperley  collection  of  book 
plates,  by  E.  D.  French,  which  has 
been  given  to  the  library  of  Western 
reserve  university.  The  librarian,  Mr. 
Strong,  gave  an  interesting  and  and  in- 
formal talk  regarding  them. 

Miss  Harriet  E.  Howe,  head  instructor, 
has  been  appointed  director  of  the  Iowa 
Summer  library  school  at  the  State  univer-- 
sity  of  Iowa  for  the  session  of  1917. 

Each  Saturday  afternoon  during  March, 
the  Director  was  "at  home"  informally  to 
the  students  of  the  Library   school. 

Alice  M.  Smith  '14,  has  resigned  her  po- 
sition as  assistant  in  the  children's  depart- 
ment of  the  Cleveland  public  library. 

Mary  Yoder  '14,  has  resigned  her  position 
in  the  Dayton  public  libranr  to  become  li- 
brarian with  Schenck  &  Williams,  Arch- 
itects, of  Dayton,  O. 

On  February  16,  Margaret  Rusbalch  '12, 
was  married  to  Ralph  E.  Fuller  of  Cleve- 
land. 

Alice  S,  Tyler, 

Director. 
University  of  Wisconsin 

The  months  of  February  and  March 
find  the  students  diligently  carrying  on 
the  work  of  their  field  appointments. 
During  February,  the  faculty  made  81 
visits  among  the  libraries  of  the  state, 
not  only  in  libraries  where  students 
were  stationed,  but  beginning  their  an- 
nual itinerary  of  visits  on  all  the  Ubr^ 
ries.  March  will  register  a  larger  num- 
ber of  library  visits.    .  ■ 
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It  is  &  great  privilege  to  announce 
that  Miss  Jessie  B.  Rittenhouse  of  New 
York,  the  editor  of  antholc^es  of  mod- 
ern verse,  and  herself  one  of  the  mod- 
em poets,  is  to  be  the  guest  of  the 
School  on  Thursday  April  5.  She  will 
lecture  while  here  on  Modern  poetry 
and  democracy.  All  the  librarians  of 
the  state  are  cordially  invited  to  share 
the  lecture  with  the  School,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  many  will  find  it  possible  to 
come  to  Madison  for  the  event. 

Miss  Mary  F.  Carpenter,  who  has 
been  connected  with  the  School  since 
March  1906,  coming  in  the  days  of  or- 
ganization and  preparation  for  the  first 
class,  has  been  granted  a  seven  months 
leave  of  absence,  which  will  be  spent 
in   Hawaii.     She  has  received  an  ap- 

fiointment  for  substitute  work  in  the 
ibrary  of  Hawaii  for  three  months, 
and  for  another  three  months  will  or- 
ganize the  pamphlet  collection  of  the 
Historical  department  of  the  same  li- 
brary. She  sails  on  April  12,  and  re- 
turns to  her  work  in  the  School  in  No- 
vember. 

During  the  11  years  of  her  connec- 
tion with  the  School,  Miss  Carpenter 
has  organized  its  bibliographic  collec- 
tion, numbering  over  6000  titles,  be- 
sides many  hundreds  of  printed  blanks 
and  forms  from  various  parts  of  the 
country.  Miss  Carpenter  is  also  one  of 
the  instructors  in  the  School,  and  a  li- 
brary visitor  for  the  Commission.  She 
is  indeed  entitled  to  the  delightful 
change  of  scene  and  work  that  has 
come  to  her,  and  lier  colleagues  in  the 
School,  its  graduates,  the  present  stu- 
dents, and  her  many  friends  among  the 
librarians  of  the  state  will  wish  her 
bon  voyage  as  she  sails  to  the  islands  of 
the  Pacific. 

Florence  H.  Davis,  '12,  U  organizing  the 
business  library  of  the  Kentucky  Tobacco 
Products  Company  in  Louisville. 

Dorothea  C.  Meins,  '12,  for  three  years  In 
charge  of  stations  in  the  Superior  public 
library,  has  accepted  a  position  in  the  Pttb- 
lic  library,  £  vans  vi  lie,  Ind. 

Hazel  £.  Aakey,  '13,  has  been  appointed 
to  the  cataloging  department  of  the  Cali- 
fornia  state    library,   beginning  work  Jan- 
May  C  Xjevis,  '14,  has  resigned  u  assist- 


ant in  the  Uadison  free  library  to  accept 
the  position  of  catalo^er  in  the  Carnegie 
library  of  Tampa,  Florida. 

Jennie  E.  Doran,  '15,  is  resigning  as  cats- 
loger  at  the  Pnblic  library,  Calsary,  Alberta, 
to  become  chief  of  the  order  department  in 
the  Denver  public  library, 

Masy  Ehogene  Hazeltike, 

Preceptor. 


Siunmer  Schools 
Berkeley,  CaL 

A  summer  school  in  library  methods 
will  be  held  at  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley,  June  25-August  4,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Mrs  Theodora  R. 
Brewitt  of  the  Training  school  of  the 
Public  library,  Los  Angeles. 

The  school  is  planned  to  occupy  fully 
the  student's  time  so  that  no  additional 
work,  either  in  the  University  or  out- 
side, should  be  attempted.  The  course 
offers  both  instruction  and  practice 
work  in  library  science  and  economy. 

A  limited  number  only  can  be  ad- 
mitted and  these  will  be  selected  from 
the  total  number  of  applicants  with  due 
regard  to  personal  and  educational 
qualifications  and  previous  library  ex- 
perience. Applications  must  be  filed 
not  later  than  May  1. 

Cbantanqna 

The  Chautauqua  library  school  will 
be  held  as  usual,  July  /-August  18. 
Mary  E.  Downey  will  be  director,  as- 
sisted by  Mary  M.  Shaver,  Vassar  col- 
lege library,  and  Ruth  Wallace,  Evans- 
ville  (Ind.)  public  library. 

The  work  will  be  supplemented  by 
the  regular  Chautauqua  program  and 
by  special  lectures,  including  members 
of  the  summer  school  faculty  on  the 
literature  of  their  particular  subjects. 
Lectures  will  be  followed  by  practice 
work. 

No  one  will  be  admitted  who  has  not 
previously  filled  out  a  registration 
blank  and  received  the  official  matricu- 
lation  card. 

Deiinite  information  concerning  the 
details  of  the  course  will  be  sent  to  any 
one  interested.  Application  should  be 
made  to  Mary  E.  Downey,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah. 
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Colnmbls  univcnity 

A  course  in  library  economy  will  be 
given  at  the  summer  session  of  Colum- 
bia university,  New  York  City,  July  9- 
August  17. 

Bibliography,  including  reference 
books.  Helen.  Rex  Keller,  instructor, 
Columbia  university. 

Administration  of  the  school  library. 
The  high  school  library,  Mary  E.  Hall, 
librarian.  Girls'  high  school,  Brooklyn. 

The  normal  school  library,  Irene 
Warren,  formerly  librarian.  School  of 
education.  University  of  Chicago. 

Cataloging  and  classification.  Helen 
Rex  Keller. 

Public  documents.  Adelaide  R. 
Hasse,  chief  of  Documents  division. 
New  York  public  library. 

Indexing  as  applied  to  business. 
Irene  Warren. 


The  usual  summer  school  in  library 
methods  and  administration  wilt  be  held 
by  the  Library  commission  at  Butler 
college,  Indianapolis.  Full  information 
will  be  sent  on  application  to  the  com- 
mission. 

Hew  York  ttate  libiu; 

The  plans  for  the  summer  session  of 
the  New  York  State  Library  school 
are  practically  complete.  The  general 
plan  will  not  differ  materially  from  that 
of  former  years  in  which  the  general 
course  has  extended  throughout  the 
entire  six  weeks  but  many  changes  will 
be  made  in  details.  In  the  course  in 
Selection  of  books  and  Reference,  par- 
ticular stress  will  be  placed  on  books 
meeting  present  problems  as  well  as 
those  of  permanent  value.  It  is  hoped 
that  several  lectures  given  by  special- 
ists to  the  institute  for  High  School 
librarians  which  will  be  in  session  dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  the  summer  school 
will  be  of  interest  to  the  summer  school 
students  as  well.  It  is  probable  that 
no  special  circular  will  be  issued  this 
year  but  detailed  information  may  be 
obtained  by  addressing  Miss  Edna  M. 
Sanderson,  Registrar,  New  York  State 
Library  School,  Albany,  N,  Y. 

F.  K.  Walter. 


Kvernde,  CaL 

The  summer  term  of  the  Riverside 
library  school  will  begin  June  25  and 
close  August  11.  Julia  E.  Elliott,  head 
of  the  Indexers,  will  give  a  five  weeks' 
course  in  cataloging  and  classification. 
Adeline  B.  Zachert  will  give  a  four 
weeks'  course  in  children's  work  and 
library  work  outside  the  library.  The 
other  work  will  be  given  by  the  staff 
of  Riverside  public  library. 
SlmmonB  college 

Summer  session  of  1917  will  cover  a 
six  weeks  course  to  be  given  as  usual, 
July  2-August  10,  inclusive. 

It  is  possible,  however,  to  register  for 
either  the  six  weeks,  or  for  either  one 
of  the  three  week  periods. 

The  cataloging  and  classification  will 
be  given  this  year  by  Miss  Donnelly, 
the  reference-library  economy  by  Miss 
Blunt. 

A  separate  course  of  three  wqeks  will 
be  given  in  Library  work  with  children, 
by  Miss  Alice  Higgins,  from  July  2-^. 

Admission  is  restricted  to  those 
actually  in  library  positions.  Kinder- 
gartners  and  primary  teachers  are 
eligible  to  the  course  in  Children's 
work.  High  school  teachers  who  have 
assignments  in  char^je  of  a  high  school 
library  will  be  admitted  to  the  other 
courses.  : ,  i 

The  summer  library  conference  held 
by  the  Massachusetts  commission  last 
year  was  so  successful  that  they  intend 
to  repeat  the  meeting  this  season.  The 
dates  of  July  10-12  have  been  set,  and 
the  program  will  be  announced.  The 
College  finds  it  a  great  advantage  to  its 
library  summer  class  to  have  the  privi- 
lege of  attending  the  conference,  and  it 
is  also  glad  to  be  of  service  to  the 
Massachusetts  librarians. 
Wiiconsin 

The  Summer  session  will  be  held  as 
usual  covering  the  six  weeks  from  June 
25  to  August  4.  It  is  intended  primar- 
ily for  librarians  and  assistants  in  Wis- 
consin libraries  who  can  not  leave  their 
work  long  enough  to  take  the  year's 
course,  but  who  need  the  help  and  drill 
and  stimulus  of  the  six  weeks. 
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The  Reading  of  High  School  Students 
Sarah  C.  Evans,  West  Chester,  Pa. 

(  Continued. ) 

When  a  student  comes  for  special 
reference  work,  whether  in  preparation 
for  recitation  or  for  debate,  the  libra- 
rian can  learn  his  individual  tastes  and 
can  usually  secure  some  confidential 
opinions  concerning  the  books  he 
reads.  If  he  feels  that  his  opinions  are 
respected,  the  librarian  gains  his  con- 
fidence and  he  becomes  more  tractable. 
He  is  willing  to  respect  her  opinions 
also,  as  this  incident  shows:  Two  boys 
were  discussing  the  list  of  suggested 
reading  for  their  particular  class.  One 
of  them  seemed  to  find  no  title  that  ap- 
pealed to  him.  After  a  time  the  sec- 
ond one  said,  "Why  don't  you  ask  her 
to  help  you  choose?  She's  never  given 
me  a  'lemon'  yet."  Now  while  the  li- 
brarian deplored  the  slang,  the  senti- 
ment expressed  wanned  the  cockles  of 
her  heart. 

It  is  an  excellent  plan  to  keep  a  'ist 
of  books  which  the  girls  and  boys 
would  like  to  have  in  the  library.  They 
thoroughly  appreciate  being  consulted 
in  this  way.  If  you  can  add  a  few  of 
these  titles  to  your  purchasing  list,  you 
will  find  these  books  much  in  demand. 
The  recommendation  of  a  companion  is 
accepted  more  readily  than  is  that  of  the 
librarian.  If  any  of  these  books  sug- 
gested seem  to  you  to  be  trifling  or  per- 
nicious, a  frank  talk  with  the  pupil  mak- 
ing the  suf^estion,  in  which  you  give 
your  reasons  for  such  a  decision,  will 
make  him  have  additional  respect  for 
your  opinion  in  the  future. 

Another  very  satisfactory  plan  is  to 
place  upon  a  conspicuous  shelf  several 
attractive  books  (not  on  the  lists  for  sug- 
gested reading)  that  will  appeal  to  as 
many  varied  tastes  as  possible.  These 
books  may  be  read  after  all  reference 
work  is  finished ;  but  it  should  be  under- 
stood that  they  are  not  to  be  taken  from 
the  library  so  long  as  they  occupy  this 
position  of  honor. 


A  few  good  novels  and  interesting  bi- 
ographies added  to  the  list  of  reference 
books  for  a  particular  period  in  historr 
or  for  the  study  of  some  classic,  will 
bring  these  hooks  before  the  students  in 
an  entirely  new  light  and  will  create  a 
desire  to  read  them  upon  the  part  of 
some. 

I  have  not  mentioned  the  reading  of 
those  students  who  are  book  hungry. 
They  offer  no  problem.  They  are  the 
joy  of  the  librarian's  heart.  It  is  those 
that  must  be  guided  into  the  pleasant 
pastures  that  I  have  considered,  .Yet  even 
they  frequently  develop  a  sudden  love 
for  good  literature  as  did  one  boy,  a  fine 
athlete,  who  prided  himself  upon  not 
having  time  to  read  anything  but  articles 
on  athletics  and  the  daily  newspapers. 
He  was  persuaded  to  read  "An  inland 
voyage"  because  of  his  having  t^en  a 
canoe  trip  under  similar  circumstances. 
He  was  delighted  with  the  book.  He 
wanted  to  read  everything  that  Stevenson 
wrote.  He  became  an  eager  reader  of 
good  things.  The  last  book  he  borrowed 
from  the  library  before  being  graduated 
was  Chesterton's  "Varied  types."  This 
progress  was  made  in  a  little  less  than 
two  years. 

To  sum  it  all  up — we  can  improve  the 
reading  of  our  high  school  students  by 
as  many  ways  as  possible.  The  personal 
making  the  best  books  most  attractive  in 
equation  will  do  a  large  part  in  solving 
the  problem. 

Clippings 

This  year  we  have  added  480  clip- 
pings to  our  library.  These  consist 
of  poems,  short  stories,  songs,  dia- 
logues, etc.,  for  holidays,  clipped  from 
magazines  and  newspapers  or  typed 
from  books.  These  special  day  clip- 
pings are  mounted  on  colored  mounts, 
all  Christmas  material  being  mounted 
on  red.  Thanksgiving  on  yellow,  etc. 
The  material  in  this  form  is  not  only 
convenient  for  handling  but  very  sug- 
gestive to  the  prospective  teachers  for 
caring  for  similar  material  of  their  own. 
— Milwaukee  Nortnal  School. 
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Suggestions  for  Library  Interest 

Hariui  B.  Potts,  libnrian.  College  of  In- 

duatiial  Arts,  Denton,  Texas 

College  and  normal  school  and  even 
high  school  libraries  may  become  active 
agents  in  improving  school  libraries  in 
general.  If  they  will  develop  and  carry 
out  a  definite  program  directed  toward 
this  end,  they  may  accomplish  notice- 
able results  in  a  few  years.  Some  sug- 
gestions from  actual  experience  may 
prove  of  value. 

First  of  all,  to  assist  the  student  to 
work  intelligently,  introduce  him  to  the 
library  by  a  series  of  short  talks. 
Where  the  institution  is  large  and  the 
attendance  is  from  libraried  commun- 
ities, these  lectures  are  not  essential. 
But  where  the  students  make  their  ini- 
tial calls  on  a  library  when  they  come 
to  college,  some  formal  instruction  is 
essential.  Future  school  librarians  may 
be  started  on  their  courses  by  this  very 
simple  series  of  explanations.  Aim  to 
make  the  series  interesting  as  well  as 
informational,  arouse  curiosity  about 
the  possibilities  of  adventure  to  be 
found  in  the  library,  and  make  them 
understand  that  there  is  other  material 
beyond  the  realm  of  required  reading. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  school  year, 
the  students  who  expect  to  teach  begin 
to  be  curious  about  how  and  where  to 
buy  books.  Take  advantage  of  this  op- 
portunity to  give  them  a  number  of 
things.  Advertise  the  lecture  so  that 
all  the  students  who  wish  to  come  may 
know  about  it.  Along  with  the  ad- 
dresses of  booksellers  and  publishers, 
explain  about  discounts  and  the  secur- 
ing of  desk  copies.  Tell  how  a  postal 
card  will  bring  pounds  of  catalogs  and 
book  notices,  and  suggest  a  method  of 
reading  these  notices  so  that  they  may 
be  of  the  greatest  value — how  to  dis- 
card and  how  to  file  notices  which  are 
kept  for  reference.  Discuss  how  to  keep 
in  touch  with  new  literature  through 
book  reviewing  periodicals,  and  make 
evaluations  of  some  of  the  leading  re- 
views. All  this  is  information  new 
teachers  do  not  know  they  lack,  until 
they  need  it,  and  it  is  all  information 
they  will  need.    Supply  them  with  pre- 


pared lists  of  information  and  suggest 
the  taking  of  careful  notes  from  the 
lecture. 

In  the  summer  school  and  during  the 
regular  session,  instruct  a  class  in 
elementary  library  methods.  Aim  to 
assist  teachers  who  work  with  school 
libraries.  This  undertaking  is  one  of 
the  most  important  a  school  library  can 
perform.  School  libraries  will  never  be 
on  a  firm  foundation  until  the  persons 
in  charge  know  the  best  methods  of 
procedure.  But  a  teacher  whose  first 
duty  is  to  her  special  profession  will 
not  devote  a  great  amount  of  time  to 
another  activity — library  work.  What 
she  learns,  she  must  pick  up  in  a  short 
time  in  an  elementary  way.  This  she 
can  do  if  she  is  offered  a  short  ele- 
mentary course.  But  even  then,  not  a 
great  many  teachers  will  select  this 
course  when  so  much  of  their  time  is 
required  to  prepare  for  securing  teach- 
ers' certificates.  Not  until  library 
economy  is  included  in  the  state  teach- 
ers' examinations  will  the  needs  of  the 
elementary  and  high  schools  for  better 
library  administration  be  met. 

Few  teachers  have  definite  ideas  of 
what  constitutes  a  good  school  library. 
Perhaps  the  elementary  schools  and 
high  schools  which  they  attended  were 
poor,  and  their  visiting  and  observing 
opportunities  small.  If  a  college  or  a 
normal  school  library  could  contain  a 
model,  it  would  be  an  aid  to  teacher  li- 
brarians. Of  course  a  teacher  can  al- 
ways secure  lists  of  books — best  books 
for  purchase  for  different  ages — but  if, 
in  addition,  she  can  see  the  books,  them- 
selves, arranged  as  she  may  arrange 
them  in  her  school,  she  will  have  a  vis- 
ual aid  which  will  relieve  the  strain  on 
her  imagination. 

None  of  these  suggestions  are 
beyond  the  possibilities  of  the  average 
college  and  normal  school  library.  If 
each  institution  aimed  to  assist  in  im- 
proving school  libraries,  an  immeasure- 
able  amount  might  be  accomplished. 

The  February  meeting  of  the  New 
Jersey  school  librarians'  association  was 
held  Saturday  morning,  Feb.  17,  in  the 
library  of  the  Central  commercial  and 
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manual  training  high  school,  Newa.rk. 
Miss  Josephine  Rathbone  of  Pratt  In- 
stitute spoke  on  "Illustrated  editions  for 
the  high  ■school  library."  The  commit- 
tee had  gathered  together  a  number  of 
the  books  about  which  Miss  Rathbone 
spoke.  Her  talk  was  both  practical  and 
inspirational  and  it  is  hop»]  that  many 
"browsing  comers"  in  the  high  school 
libraries  of  New  Jersey  will  be  the  re- 
sult. 

H.  Irene  Dayton, 

Secretary. 
School  libiaries  in  OUafaomB 

The  Department  of  public  instruction 
of  Oklahoma  has  issued  a  "Guide  to  bet- 
ter schools,"  by  E.  A.  Duke,  assistant- 
state  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion, in  which  are  some  interesting  items 
on  the  library  situation. 

One  chapter  (p.  136-148)  is  on  school 
libraries.  The  state  law  in  regard  to 
school  libraries  is  discussed,  and  the  fact 
is  deplored  that  the  advantages  which 
might  be  secured  under  the  law  are  so 
generally  ignored.  The  chapter  dis- 
cusses the  value  of  the  well  equipped 
school  library,  the  selection  of  its  books, 
their  care,  and  the  means  of  awakening 
interest  in  them. 

Mr  Duke  mentions  the  reading  aloud 
at  the  opening  exercises  of  selections 
from  good  books  as  a  method  of  arous- 
ing the  child's  interest.  Many  of  us 
have  secured  a  fine  showing  of  punctu- 
ality by  this  means  when  we  were  teach- 
ing in  the  little  one-room  school  house 
years  ago  when  the  only  "library,"  be- 
sides the  children's  worn  textbooks,  was 
the  teacher's  few  books.  I  have  known 
a  child  to  tramp  two  miles  through  the 
snow  with  the  thermometer  twenty  de- 
grees below  zero  to  be  "on  time"  when 
a  chapter  of  "An  old  fashioned  girl" 
was  to  be  read.  And  how  eagerly  rows 
of  "examples"  were  solved  when  the  re- 
ward was  to  be  allowed  to  read  one  of 
"Teacher's  books"  the  rest  of  that 
period !  The  children  may  be  surfeited 
with  forced  feeding,  but  the  hungry  lit- 
tle hearts  far  away  from  books  are  the 


ones  we  most  need  to  work  for  and  who 
will  be  most  grateful  for  our  efforts. 

A  list  of  "Books  suitable  for  school 
libraries"  is  included,  classed  by  grades. 
Author,  title,  publisher  and  price  are 
given  for  about  500  books.  In  addition, 
the  chapter  on  "Thrift"  contains  a  list 
of  25  books  "which  should  be  in  every 
school  library."  Mention  is  made  of 
"Teacher's  hdps  and  guide  in  selecting  a 
library,"  by  Miss  Ruby  Canton,  libranan 
of  the  Central  state  normal-chool. 

The  chapter  on  "Social  centers"  con- 
tains a  "Library  program"  which  may 
be  used  to  raise  additional  funds  for  the 
school  library. 

Besides  the  library  suggestion  men- 
tioned, this  little  book  contains  chapters 
on  model  schools  (with  plans),  "teach- 
erages,"  social  centers,  moonlight  schools, 
consolidation,  etc.,  in  Oklahoma.  In  spite 
of  some  typographical  errors,  and  al- 
though the  ideas  advanced  are  not  new, 
the  book  is  of  interest  to  anyone  con- 
cerned with  rural  or  educational  prob- 
lems. 


There  are  no  dry  books  in  the  ideal  li- 
brary. The  library  is  a  dairy.  Novels 
are  milk:  the  standard  ones,  Jersey  milk; 
the  very  light  ones,  watered  milk.  Short 
stones  are  condensed  milk.  Essays  are 
cream.  Poetry  is  whipped  cream.  Drama, 
of  all  literature  the  most  selective,  and 
aiming  to  entertain,  is  ice  cream.  As  class 
books  are  designed  for  our  good,  they 
are  malted  milk,  that  is,  the  interesting 
ones  arc.  Those  hard  to  swallow,  are 
butter-milk.  Of  course,  if  you  happen 
to  like  butter-milk  and  to  dislike  malted 
milk,  it  is  the  other  way  around.  If  you 
like  both, — why  then  you  are  a  scholar. 
Translations  are  skimmed  milk.  Juvenile 
books,  especially  those  like  the  juvenile 
edition  of  the  Arabian  Nights,  are  mod- 
ified milk.  Books  containing  morals  are 
egg  milk  shakes.  And  the  restricted 
books  are  egg-nogs.  —  Cleveland  Staff 
Bulletin. 


The  work  lives  on,  bringing  rich  fmitagc 

In  the  years  to  come, 
Afler  the  master*!  busy  tools  are  quiet 

And  the  master's  Ups  are  dumb. 
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News  from  the  Field 
But 

Oarence  E.  Shennan,  N.  Y.  State, 
'11-'12,  has  resigned  the  assistant  libra- 
rianship  at  Amherst  college  to  become 
librarian  of  the  Pablic  library  of  Lynn, 
Mass. 

Edward  D.  Greenman,  N.  Y.  State, 
'07-'08,  is  assisting  in  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  library  of  Arthur  D.  Little, 
Inc.,  Chemists,  Engineers  and  Man- 
agers, Boston,  Mass. 

The  library  of  the  late  Professor  Hugo 
Muensterberg  of  Harvard  university,  has 
been  given  to  that  institution.  The  li- 
brary contains  a  valuable  collection  of 
books  on  psychological  subjects  gathered 
in  the  long  years  of  Professor  Muenster- 
bei^'s  study  along  these  lines. 

The  death  of  Mrs  Maty  H.  Curran 
of  Bangor,  Maine,  on  February  19,  re- 
moves from  the  ranks  of  librarianship, 
one  who  since  1876,  followed  the  path 
that  led  through  discouragements  and 
hard  work,  alternated  by  periods  of  hope 
and  achievement.  For  more  than  44  years 
she  was  in  library  work  in  Bangor, 
Central  Atlantic 

Ono  M,  ImhoflF,  N,  Y,  State,  "98,  was 
married  to  William  Edward  Hooper 
in  New  York  City  on  February  27, 

Leila  Kemmerer,  B,  L.  S.,  N.  Y. 
State,  '16,  has  gone  to  the  library  of  the 
U,  S,  department  of  agriculture  as  tem- 
porary assistant. 

Miss  Mary  Mildred  MacCarthy,  Pratt 
'15,  has  been  appointed  cataloger  at  the 
library  of  Haverford  college,  Haverford, 
Pa.,  and  began  work  April  first. 

Miss  Susan  R,  Oendenin,  Pratt  '01, 
has  accepted  the  position  of  librarian  of 
the  architectural  firm  of  Trowbri(^  and 
Ackerman  of  New  York. 

Carson  Brevoort,  Pratt  'IS,  has  re- 
signed from  the  Doctunents  division  of 
the  New  York  public  library  to  accept 
the  position  of  librarian  to  the  D.  Van 
Nostrand  Company, 

Emma  W.  H.  Scott  has  been  chosen 
field  secretary  and  library  organizer  of 


the  Maryland  public  library  commis- 
sion. The  trustees  of  the  Enoch  Pratt 
library  of  Baltimore  have  granted  head- 
quarters for  the  commission  in  that  li- 
brary without  charge. 

The  report  of  the  Public  library  of 
Buffalo  contains  a  memorial  note  and 
portrait  of  Mr  William  Ives,  who  died 
in  August  at  the  age  of  99j^  years.  Mr 
Ives  was  present  at  the  1876  conference 
of  librarians.  He  served  the  Buffalo 
library  as  librarian  for  more  than  50 
years, 

Harrison  W,  Craver  has  been  elected 
chief  librarian  of  the  United  Engineer- 
ing society  of  New  York.  That  library 
has  one  of  the  best  collections  of  tech- 
nical literature  in  the  country  and  is 
located  in  the  very  handsome  building 
which  Mr  Carnegie  provided  for  the 
organization.  Mr  Craver  had  been  con- 
nected with  the  Carnegie  library  of 
Pittsburgh  since  1900  and  had  been  li- 
brarian for  the  past  10  years. 

Henrietta  M,  Blasl,  N.  Y.  State,  '10, 
who  has  been  assisting  in  the  editorial 
work  on  the  Standard  Catalog  series 
published  by  the  H,  W.  Wilson  Com- 
pany, has  returned  to  her  former  posi- 
tion in  the  catalog  section  of  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress. 

The  Boards  of  trustees  of  the  public 
libraries  of  Queensboro,  New  York  and 
Brooklyn,  have  united  in  asking  the 
Board  of  estimate  for  an  emergency  ap- 
propriation to  make  possible  a  five  per 
cent  increase  in  the  salaries  of  library 
employees  who  receive  $1,200  or  less, 
a  year.  The  staff  of  the  Queensboro 
public  library  will  hereafter  be  paid 
every  fortnight,  instead  of  every  month 
as  heretofore. 

John  H.  Leete,  dean  of  the  School  of 
applied  science,  Carnegie  institute  of 
technology,  was  appointed  librarian  of 
the  Carnegie  library  of  Pittsburgh, 
March  1,  with  the  title  of  director,  to 
succeed  Mr  Harrison  W.  Craver.  He 
is  now  in  his  fiftieth  year  and  holds  de- 
grees from  Colgate  and  Harvard,  He 
was  professor  of  mathematics  at  the 
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State  college  for  several  years,  coming 
from  that  institution  in  1906  to  the 
Carnegie  technical  schools.  He  has 
been  dean  of  the  Applied  science  school 
since  1908. 

The  report  of  the  Public  library  of 
Syracuse,  N,  Y,,  records,  number  of 
agencies,  32 ;  number  of  volumes,  12,693 ; 
lent  for  home  use,  429,700  v. ;  number 
of  borrowers  registered,  15,535;  income, 
$51,952,  Expenses:  books  and  period- 
icals, $10,724;  library  salaries,  $23,220; 
other  salaries,  $4,922. 

The  public  library  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
is  making  arrangements  for  an  ex- 
haustive exhibition  on  Edwin  Noyes 
Westcott,  author  of  David  Harum. 
which  will  be  held  in  the  library  as  soon 
as  it  is  worked  into  shape.  Original 
manuscripts  of  his  works,  scrap  books 
that  have  been  kept  by  friends  and  ad- 
mirers, will  be  included.  William  H. 
Crane,  the  actor,  has  a  large  scrap  book 
of  pictures,  programs  and  clippings  of 
the  author  and  his  work,  which  will  be 
donated. 

The  twentieth  annual  report  of  the 
Buffalo  public  library  covers  the  activi- 
ties of  the  Central  library,  seven 
branches,  five  stations,  two  deposito- 
ries, 943  grade  libraries  in  44  schools 
and  446  traveling  libraries.  The  cir- 
culation for  the  year  was  l,720,494v. ; 
registered  borrowers,  92,031  and  42.844 
children  drawing  books  from  the  grade 
libraries  of  the  public  libraries. 

The  number  of  books  on  the  shelves 
is  355,021,  The  circulation  suggests 
much  less  leisure  time  in  the  commu- 
nity, which  is  borne  out  by  the  experi- 
ence of  the  library — finding  it  difficult 
to  get  workers,  not  only  in  regular  li- 
brary work  but  in  the  binding  and  in 
the  group  of  pages. 

The  need  for  additional  agencies  for 
circulation,  branch  libraries  is  greatly 
felt  in  several  parts  of  the  city. 

The  income  for  1916  was  $139,275  of 
which  $29,321  was  spent  for  books, 
$7,922  for  binding,  $2,352  for  period- 
icals and  $74,318  for  salaries.  There 
was  no  increase  in  the  appropriation  by 
the  city. 


Centnl 

Mary  A.  Torrance,  B.  L.  S.,  Illinois, 
'13,  has  been  appointed  librarian  of  the 
Public  library  of  Muncie,  Indiana. 

Mrs  Gertrude  Gilbert  Drury,  N.  Y. 
State,  '09-'10,  has  been  appointed  sub- 
stitute assistant  in  the  St  Louis  public 
library. 

Margery  Quigley  of  the  St.  Louis 
public  library,  has  completed  a  survey 
of  the  branch  library  system  in  the  city 
of  St.  Paul,  made  at  the  request  of  the 
library  authorities  of  that  city. 

Kate  D.  Ferguson,  Illinois,  '14-16,  has 
resigned  the  position  of  assistant  in  the 
Public  library,  Evanston,  to  accept  that 
of  librarian  of  the  Douglas  Township 
free  library,  Gilman, 

Miss  Jennie  Henshaw,  a  recent  grad- 
uate of  the  local  high  school,  has  been 
appointed  librarian  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Alexandria,  Indiana,  to  suc- 
ceed Miss  Zada  Carr,  resigned. 

J.  M.  Wing,  one  of  Chicago's  oldest 
newspaper  men,  died  March  14.  His 
will  bequeathed  the  bulk  of  his  $250,000 
estate  to  the  Newberry  library,  Chi- 
cago, to  establish  a  department  to  be 
known  as  the  J.  M.  Wing  foundation, 
to  which  he  had  already  assigned  his 
own  valuable  collection  of  rare  books 
and  prints. 

The  main  points  in  the  annual  report, 
1916,  of  the  Public  library  of  Burling- 
ton, la,,  are  as  follows :  Miriam  B. 
Wharton,  librarian ;  accessions,  2,916 ; 
total,  40,714.  Circulation,  adult  60,934, 
juvenile  51,182;  total,  112,116,  58% 
fiction.  Population  24,261,  circulation 
per  capita  4.62.  New  registration,  1,051 ; 
total  6,835,  28%  population.  Income, 
$10,245;  expenditures:  books,  $2,629, 
salaries,  library  service,  $4,106;  other 
maintenance  $3,075, 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary. Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  records  a 
circulation  of  216,722v. 

Extension  work  is  to  be  emphasized 
as  the  greater  part  of  future  growth 
will  come  thru  outside  agencies.  More 
and  more  business  interests  are  forcing 
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people  to  move  to  the  outlying  resi- 
dential districts. 

"Good-book  week"  was  observed. 
The  dry  goads  and  clothing  merchants 
were  ^ven  library  slips  to  be  placed  in 
their  parcels,  the  vaudeville  and  mov- 
ing picture  theatres  showed  slides  ad- 
vertising the  library,  the  street  cars 
carried  signs  and  the  newspapers  pub- 
lished many  articles  concerning  the 
work  of  the  institution.  Eleven  stores 
gave  window  space  for  the  display  of 
library  books,  magazines  and  posters. 

The  forty-first  annual  report  of  the 
Free  library  of  Madison,  Wisconsin,  pre- 
pared by  the  librarian,  Miss  Mary  A 
Smith,  states  that  no  year  has  even  seen 
more  work  accomplished  with  Just  peo- 
ple and  books.  Circulation  of  books 
reached  193,076v.  the  chief  growth  being 
in  the  children's  department.  The  as- 
sembly rooms  have  been  in  constant  use 
by  the  yoimg  men's  and  women's  clubs. 
There  were  18  story  hours  with  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  60.  Instruction  in  the 
use  of  the  library  was  given  in  the  schools 
to  17  classes  and  38  groups  of  children 
did  the  work  at  the  library.  Number  of 
borrowers  was  15,621;  there  were  103 
meetings  held  in  the  assembly  rooms  of 
the  main  balding. 

The  Public  library  at  Oak  Park,  111., 
has  recently  opened  a  new  reference 
room  on  the  second  floor.  The  treat- 
ment of  the  room  is  carried  out  along 
Gothic  lines,  with  leaded  windows  and 
oaken  beamed  ceiling.  The  sepia  tinted 
walls,  hung  with  a  few  dull-tone  prints, 
give  an  atmosphere  of  simple  dignity, 
quite  in  keeping  with  a  reference  room. 
The  landing  on  the  second  floor  has 
been  made  into  a  cosy  reception  room 
fitted  with  rugs  and  frosted  reed  furni- 
ture, where  friends  who  meet  may  con- 
verse without  disturbing  the  readers. 

Recently  there  was  much  activity  in 
the  children's  department  where  Miss 
Jones,  head  of  the  work,  gave  practical 
tests  to  the  pupils  in  the  fifth  to  eighth 
grades,  on  the  card  catalog.  Each  week 
three  questions  were  posted  and  abilfty 
to  answer  each  of  these  required 
practical    knowledge    and    use    of    the 


catalog.  The  library  was  crowded  with 
children  who  took  the  work  as  a  sort 
of  a  game  and  with  a  spirit  of  com- 
petition that  gave  it  added  interest. 

Anderson  H.  Hopkins,  for  many 
years  assistant  librarian  of  the  John 
Crerar  library,  Chicago,  died  in  Kansas 
City,  March  21.  Mr  Hopkins  was  well 
known  in  A.  L.  A.  circles  some  10  or 
12  years  ago.  He  went  from  Chicago 
to  establish  and  organize  the  Public 
library  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  from 
there  was  called  to  the  Carnegie  library 
of  Pittsburgh,  While  serving  this  in- 
stitution as  librarian,  he  became  inca- 
pacitated for  work,  by  reason  of  ill 
health,  and  from  that  time  was  not 
connected  with  library  service.  He 
retired  to  his  farm  near  Niles,  Michi- 
gan, but  never  entirely  regained  his 
health.  He  was  visiting  relatives  in 
Kansas  City  when  he  was  stricken  with 
his  last  illness. 

Mr  Hopkins  was  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  A,  L.  I.  He  was  a  life 
member  of  the  A.  L.  A.  and  he  was 
its  treasurer  1907-'08.  He  served  on 
many  important  committees  in  all  the 
libraiy  organizations.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Illinois  library 
association  and  served  as  its  president 
two  terms.  He  was  always  a  strong 
supporter  of  the  Chicago  library  club 
during  his  years  in  library  work  there. 
Sooth 

JosMh  A.  Kemp,  a  citizen  of  Wichita 
Falls,  Texas,  has  given  $25,000  to  that 
city  for  a  library  building. 

Miss  Fannie  Whitaker,  acting  libra- 
rian for  sometime,  has  been  elected  li- 
brarian of  the  Public  library,  Chickasha, 
Oklahoma. 

Oklahoma  legislature  has  appro- 
priated $75,000  for  a  new  library  build- 
ing for  Oklahoma  university  at 
Norman. 

The  Public  library,  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  had  an  exhibit  of  paintings  in 
March,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Bir- 
mingham art  club. 

Mrs  Lola  C.  Anmigo,  for  many  years 
librarian  of  New  Mexico,  has  resigned 
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and  Mrs  Anita  Chapman  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  her. 

The  Public  library  of  St.  Joseph,  Mis- 
souri, has  made  arrangements  by  which 
the  library  is  to  be  the  depository  for  the 
R.  L.  Polk  Directory  Company  of  the 
latest  directories  of  cities  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  The  directories  are 
received  by  the  company  on  an  exchange 
arrangement. 

The  thirty-fourth  annual  report  of  the 
Public  library  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
records  number  of  volumes  in  the  li- 
brary, 211,471;  registered  card  holders, 
68,045 ;  population,  300,000;  volumes 
loaned  720,375;  children's  use,  44  per 
cent ;  fiction,  34  per  cent  of  whole  issue ; 
salaries,  $39,952;  books  and  periodicals, 
$27,655. 

Miss  Lulu  C.  Senter,  assistant  libra- 
rian in  charge  of  reference  work  at 
Public  library  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  for  25 
years,  has  recently  been  granted  an 
indefinite  leave  of  absence  on  account 
of  ill  health.  Miss  Mary  L.  Reichert, 
head  of  the  catalog  department,  was 
appointed  chief  of  the  reference  depart- 
ment. 

The  Public  library  of  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, has  undertaken  the  delivery  of 
books  ordered  from  the  library,  by  parcel 
post.  The  postofficc  will  send  a  special 
w^on  to  the  library  for  such  books  twice 
a  day.  In  case  books  ordered  should  not 
be  on  the  shelves  when  the  order  arrives 
a  waiting  list  will  be  compiled  and  de- 
livery made  as  soon  as  possible.  A  small 
deposit  to  cover  postage  is  necessary  for 
delivery. 

The  Public  library,  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  is  using  paid  want-ads  in  the 
regular  classified  columns  of  the  Kan- 
sas City  Star  with  great  success.  Under 
"Seeds  and  Nursery  Stock"  you  run 
into  this:  "LET  the  public  library 
help  with  that  garden ;  books  loaned 
free ;  try  the  branch  in  your  neighbor- 
hood." Items  are  inserted  under  the 
following  other  classifications:  Church 
notices.  Salesmen  wanted.  Educational, 
Business  chances,  Automobiles.  It  also 
furnishes  a  list  of  references  (books 


and  magazines)  each  week,  on  the  Sun- 
day evening  topic  of  the  Westminster 
Congregational  church.  The  church 
includes  the  list  in  its  weekly  calendar. 

West 

The  report  of  Professor  Howard  S. 
Dri^s  of  the  University  of  Utah  and 
also  president  of  the  Utah  state  library 
commission,  records  16  Carnegie  library 
buildings  in  the  state  and  14  other  towns 
with  libraries  in  buildings  supplied  by  the 
community  or  in  rented  quarters. 

The  fortieth  annual  report  of  the 
Public  library  of  Omaha  records  num- 
ber of  registered  borrowers,  27,580; 
population,  166,470;  books  lent  for 
home  use,  389,174  v. ;  area  covered  30.5 
square  miles ;  number  of  books  in  the 
library  123,891.  The  time  for  which  a 
book  may  be  taken  out  was  changed  to 
28  days  with  the  privilege  of  renewal. 
In  addition  to  the  circulation  of  books, 
the  library  lent  pictures,  clippings  and 
duplicate  type-written  copies  of  articles 
from  magazines  and  books,  stereopticon 
slides,  maps  and  articles  from  the  mu- 
seum collection. 

Exclusive  of  the  two  branches,  the 
library  has  established  seven  school 
stations,  10  drug  store  stations,  stations 
in  factories,  125  classroom  libraries  and 
one  each  in  the  hospital,  the  Social  set- 
tlement library  and  the  Old  People's 
home.  Separate  collections  are  main- 
tained for  this  work.  The  receipts  for 
the  year  were  $53,870  of  which  $40,000 
was  contributed  by  the  city ;  expendi- 
tures; books,  $9022;  general  expenses, 
$3209;  librarians'  salaries,  $18,542; 
binders,  $3771 ;  janitors,  $3467. 
Pacific  coast 

The  library  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  has 
issued  a  reference  list  on  "Accident  pre- 
vention and  safety  first," 

Gail  Thompson  has  resigned  her  po- 
sition as  librarian  of  the  Public  library, 
Ritzville,  Wash, 

Eva  W.  Graves,  N.  Y.  S.,  previously 
an  assistant  in  the  Branch  department 
of  the  Seattle  public  library,  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  Periodical  division  in 
December,  1915,  Marion  Thum,  the  for- 
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mer  head  of  the  division,  having  re- 
signed to  be  married. 

Grace  J,  Mcintosh,  Drexe!,  has  been 
appointed  librarian  of  the  West  Seattle 
branch  of  the  Seattle  public  library  be- 
ginning March  1.  Miss  Mcintosh  has 
been  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Port- 
land (Ore.)  library  association  for  the 
last  five  years. 

Edith  L.  Pancoaat,  Drexel,  has  been 
appointed  librarian  of  the  Georgetown 
branch  of  the  Seattle  public  library  and 
be^n  her  work  there  on  February  19. 
Miss  Pancoast  has  been  an  assistant  in 
the  Circulation  department  since  early 
in  January  and  the  year  previous  was 
a  branch  librarian  in  Tacoma. 

There  were  31,500  cards  added  to  the 
dictionary  catalog  in  the  library  of 
the  University  of  California  and  some 
57,000  new  cards  have  been  added  to 
the  depository  catalog  during  the  year, 
making  an  approximate  number  of 
846,000  depository  cards  received  from 
the  Library  of  Congress,  John  Crerar 
library  and  the  Newberry  library  and 
from  the  libraries  of  Harvard,  Chicago, 
Illinois  and  Michigan  universities.  In 
addition  to  the  $25^20  for  salaries  in 
the  library,  $19,000  was  spent  for  as- 
sistance. 

The  report  of  M.  H.  Douglass,  libra- 
rian of  the  University  of  Oregon  li- 
brary, Eugene,  Ore.,  shows  9,494  books 
added  during  1916,  and  21  withdrawn, 
making  a  total  gain  of  9,473  v.  in  the 
library,  A  large  part  of  this  was  due 
to  the  collections  of  books  on  law  and 
architecture  which  were  added.  The 
present  contents  of  the  library  number 
67.969  v.  Number  of  books  issued,  92,- 
829,  an  increase  of  36  per  cent.  Special 
list  of  books  for  freshmen  reading  for 
which  credit  was  given,  increased  the 
circulation  for  home  use  nearly  41  per 
cent.  Requests  for  books  from  out  of 
town  came  from  graduates  of  the  uni- 
versity, teachers,  clergymen  and  libra- 
ries. A  new  University  high  school  li- 
brary was  organized  by  the  University 
library,  the  books  of  which  were  se- 
lected by  Dr  Sheldon  from  the  "List  of 


books  for  school  libraries  of  the  state  of 
Oregon,"  prepared  by  the  State  library. 
A  course  in  High  school  library  worit 
was  given  by  the  librarian. 
Canada 

The  annual  report  of  the  Collingwood, 
Can.,  public  library,  shows  a  total  of 
15,011  books  issued  last  year. 

The    handsome    new    public    library 
building    for   Montreal   is   nearly   com- 
pleted and  it  is  expected  to  be  ready  for 
occupancy  about  August  1. 
Fordga 

The  report  of  the  Public  library  of 
South  Australia  at  Adelaide,  records 
the  enlistment  in  the  army  of  a  number 
from  the  staff,  beginning  with  H. 
Rutherford  Pumell,  librarian,  through- 
out every  department  of  the  service. 
Substitute  help  and  rearrangement  of 
those  on  the  staff  are  tiding  over  the 
period  of  absence.  The  children's 
room  opened  some  time  ago  and  is 
reported  to  be  in  very  excellent  opera- 
tion, especially  on  holidays.  The 
number  of  volumes  in  the  library  is 
96,352.  The  donations  during  the  year 
were  especially  large  and  valuable. 
The  use  of  the  library,  by  numbers,  has 
decreased  somewhat  as  compared  with 
former  years.  The  daily  average 
was  303. 

Geo,  H.  Elliott,  librarian  of  the  Pub- 
lic library,  Belfast,  Ireland,  died  Janu- 
ary 23.  Mr.  Elliott  had  been  librarian 
of  the  "Lit.  and  Phil,"  of  Newcastle- 
on-T3fne,  and  librarian  of  Gateshead  pub- 
lic library  before  going  to  Belfast  in 
1888. 

Mr.  Elliott  was  always  most  genu- 
inely interested  in  making  the  library 
an  educationel  power  and  kept  abreast 
of  the  library  movement.  His  genial, 
kindly  disposition  won  him  many  friends, 
who  will  mourn  his  loss  both  in  the  li- 
brary service  and  out  of  it. 

The  Senate  of  the  French  government 
has  voted  to  establish  a  library  for  the 
use  of  its  members.  A  collection  of  ma- 
terial relating  to  subjects  of  government 
concern  will  be  made  and  placed  in 
charge  of  expert  authority. 
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Certificatioii  of  Librarians  and  Stand- 
arization  <A  Library  Work 

A  list  of  references  prepared  for  a 
Roiind-table  on  the  subject,  held  by  the 
First  District  of  the  California  library 
association,  February  19,  1917. 

Standardization  of  library  service.  Ab- 
stract of  paper  by  E.  C.  Doren  and  of  dis- 
cussion at  the  Midwinter  meeting  of  the  A. 
L.  A.  Council  in  Chicago.  Dec.  28-29,  1916. 
A.  L.  A.  Bui.  11:19-^24.  Jan.  1917;  L.  /. 
42:115-16  Feb.,  1917;  P.  L.  22:68-9.  Feb.. 
1917. 

Problem  for  the  certification  of  librarians. 
Abstract  of  paper  by  P.  L.  Windsor  and  of 
discussion  at  the  Midwinter  meeting  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  Council  in  Chicago.  Dec  28-29, 
1916.  A.  L.  A.  Bui.  11:41.  Jan.  1917,  L.  J. 
42:121.  Feb.,  1917;  P.  L.  22:70-1.  Feb.. 
1917. 

Standardization  of  libraries  (Editorial) 
L.  J.  42:81  Feb.,  1917. 

Certification  of  librarians  (Editorial)  L.  J. 
42:81  Feb.,  1917. 

A  debtor  to  his  profession.  CertilicatioD 
of  librarians.  M.  J.  Booth  P.  L.  22:5-8. 
Jan.,  1917. 

Proposed  legislation  (in  Illinois)  P.  L. 
21:456-7.    Dec,  1916. 

Certificates  for  librarians:  How  a  system 
of  state  certificates  will  advance  the  library 
cause:  What  the  state  has  done  to  prepare 
for  such  a  system:  Some  possible  objec- 
tions.   N.  Y.  Lib.  5:146-49  Nov.,  1916. 

The  merit  system  in  library  appointment. 
L.  7.41:811-15  Nov.,  1916. 

The  merit  system  in  libraries.  Abstract 
from  the  report  of  the  N-  Y.  library  as- 
sociation on  the  merit  system  in  libraries, 
N.  Y.  Lib.  5:161-63  Nov.,  1916. 

Resolutions  presented  by  the  N.  Y.  li- 
brary association's  committee  on  civil  serv- 
ice at  Richfield  Springs,  N.  Y.  Sept.,  1916, 
N.Y.  Libt.  5:165  Nov.,  1916. 

1  library  legislation.    W.  H. 


Jy.,  1916. 

Tests  for  librarians.  L.  J.  41 :8-«.  Jan.,  1916. 

Certification  of  Ohio  librarians  (Editorial) 
L.  L  34 :2  Jan.,  1909. 

Proposed  library  legislation  in  Ohio.  L.  J. 
33:507-8  Dec,  19(fe. 

Examinations  for  librarians  (Editorial) 
P.  L.  13 :404-S  Dec,  190a 

State  examinations  for  librarians.  P.  L. 
13:173  May,  1908. 

Certificates  for  librarians.  Ohio  state  li- 
brary report.    1907-(»:13. 

State  certificates  for  librarians,  P.  L. 
12:280  Jy.,  1907. 

State  examinations  and  state  certificates  for 
librarians.    C.  F.  Baldwin.  L.  J.  31 :806-8  Dec, 

A.  Law  Voge. 


Good  Advice 

The  editor  of  the  Staff  News  BiMetm 
of  the  Cleveland  public  library,  finishes 
bis  paper  with  a  poem  which  is  pre- 
sented in  behalf  of  Public  Libkaries 
with  the  same  desire  that  was  in  the  heart 
of  the  other  editor  who  wrote  it. 
If  you  ever  think  a  thought. 

Write  it  down  I 
If  yon  e'er  do  what  you  ought, 

Write  it  downl 

Have  you  skill  to  train  a  page 

Till  he's  wise  as  any  sage 

And  discreet  beyond  his  age? 

Write  it  downl 

Can  yon  teach  the  youthful  mind 

Write  it  downl 
How  he  may  the  good  books  find? 

Write  it  downl 
Tell  US  every  detail, 
All  your  methods  now  an  veil 
Why  thMf're  never  known  to  fail. 

Write  it  downl 

Do  you  visit  any  class? 

Write  it  downt 
Meeting  children  in  the  mass, 

Write  it  downl 
WHiat  systems  do  you  see  employed? 


Dost  know  an  instantaneous  way. 

Write  it  downt 
Of  guidinff  reading  day  by  day? 

Write  it  downl 
If  yon  can  keep  books  free  from  grime. 
If  you  can  send  things  in  on  time. 
Oh  then,  in  prose,  vtrse  libre  or  rhyme. 

Write  it   down! 


For  Sale — ^A  copy  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  International  conference  of  li- 
brarians, London,  1897.  Price  $7.  In 
perfect  condition.  Address  L.  E.  W., 
care  Library  Bureau,  C^hicago. 


To  Librarians:  For  sale— The  Med- 
ical and  Surgical  History  of  the  Re- 
bellion, six  volumes  complete,  in  splen- 
did condition.  Address  "L.  W.  L.," 
Library  Bureau,  Chicago. 


Position  Wanted.  By  bookbinder, 
systematic  and  practical  worker,  50 
years  old,  strictly  temperate,  place  in 
a  library.  P.  Scherbel,  1324  Carteret 
Str.,  Pueblo,  Colo. 
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me  largest  oooRsiore  in  inewonar 

See  the  chapter  an  Chicago,  page  43. "  Your  United  State$, "  by  Arnold  Btmett 

YT  is  recognized  all  over  the  country  that  we  earned  this  repu- 
tation because  we  have  on  hand  at  all  times  a  more  complete 
assortment  of  the  books  of  all  publishers  than  can  be  found  on  the 
shelves  of  any  other  bookdealer  in  the  entire  United  States.  Our 
stock  comprises  agricultural  and  technical  works,  theological  and  relig- 
ious books,  school  and  college  text  books,  etc.,  besides  the  works  in 
miscellaneous  literature  chat  one  expects  toHnd  in  a  general  book  store. 

OUR   LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

is  devoted  exclusively  to  the  interests  of  Public  Libraries,  Schools, 
Colleges  and  Universities,  and  our  long  experience  and  familiarity 
with  this  special  branch  of  the  book  business  enables  us  to  offer  a 
most  efEcient  service. 

We  should  like  to  have  all  librarians  visit  our  store  with  the  same 
natural  ardor  expressed  by  Mr.  Bennett,  or  if  not  in  town,  to  have  a 
natural  tendency  to  send  us  their  book  orders. 

LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

A.  C.  McCLURG  &  CO.,  Chicago 
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^  special  card  catalog  cases 


Ob*  of  tba  doybl«-fac«d  oard  «>t«log  ««■••  mad*  for  tlw  Harrr  Elkin* 
Wldanar  Memorial  Ubrarri  Harvard  UnirarutT. 

The  card  catalog  cases  for  this  library,  which  are  of 
special  design  and  finish,  contain  3,796  trays.  Manu- 
factured and  installed  by  Library  Bureau. 

Library  Bureau 

To ohnioal  library   furniture   and    suppliaB 
Stcol  bookstaok  Museum   oases 


6  North  Michinn  av.  3 

(.One  block  loulh  from  A.  L,  A,  headquarten) 

Salanmta  in  Itading  rilits  in  Ihe  t/nittd  SlaUt,  Gnat  Brilaim  and  Franc 
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The  Largest  Retail  Book  Business 


John  Wanamaker  Stores 

LlbruiatiB  will  find  our  facilities  the  best  and  the  prices  lowest.  We  have  first  call 
on  an;  special  opportunities  which  publishers  have  to  otter  and  naturally  have  the 
pick  of  the  best  the  market  affords.  Any  txiok  extant  Is  here,  or  will  be  secured  if 
attainable  anywhere.  We  specialize  in  procuring  out-of-print  books.  Lists  for  quo- 
tations receive  prompt  attention.    The  following  catalogues  will  be  sent  upon  request; 

Catalogue  of  Book  Bargains 

Issued  in  February 
SO  per  cent  to  80  per  cent  below  publication  price* 

Handy  Catalogue  of  Books,  Magazines  and  Book 
Specials  for  1917 

JOHN  WANAMAKER 

Philadelphia  New  York 


READY! 

Chivers'  1916  Catalog  for  Public 
Libraries 

Offering  twelve  thousand  selected  books. 

Standard  and  new  fiction. 

Adult  and  Juvenile  replacements. 

Contains  data  of  special  interest  to  librarians. 

Lists  best  editions,  and  reprints,  etc. 

Gives  publishers,  published  price,  and  price  in  Chivers'  three  styles  of  binding — 

Half  Leather  Full  Buckram  Reinforced  in  pnblbhers*  covers 

Sent  fra*  to  Kbrariant  upon  r<qwM( 

Chivers  Book  Binding  Co. 

911-913  Atlantic  Ave.  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 
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CLEARANCE  CATALOGUE 

Contains  Over  750  Tides 

Every  Title  Briefly  Described 

Ready  About  February  28th 

In  so  great  a  number  of  books,  taken  from  the  over- 
stock of  tlie  largest  wbolesale  dealers  in  the  books  of 
all  publishers,  you  will  surely  find  some  you  will  want 
Shall  we  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Clearance  Catalogue? 

THE  BAKER  &  TAYLOR  CO. 

WhofMota  D«a>cr*  m  tk*  Boofct  of  AH  PtiUiahtrt 

354  Fourth  Ave.  NEW  YORK  At  Twentr^btli  SL 


The  Direct  Line 

From  Cbkago  and 
PoinU  Northwest  to 

LOUISVILLE 


MQNDK  ROUTE 


Chleuo,  IndluapoUj  k  LoniiTitta  Rr. 

Delegates  to  the  American  Library  As- 
sociattoD  June  21-27  will  find  the  Monon 
service  couvenient.  All  Steel  SleepfD|[ 
Cars.  Automatic  Safety  Block  Siipi''- 
Stap-over  privileges  at  the  famous 

French  Lick-West  Baden  Springs 


Tucker-Ken  worthy  G>. 


Printers  -  Binders 

Electrotypers 

Engravers 


501  South  La  Salle  St. 
Chicago 
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William  H.  Rademaekers  &  Son,  mi"Z 

Binders  for  the  Newark  Free  Public  Library 
Comer  of  Chester  Avenue  and  Oraton  Street        Newark,  New  Jersey 

We  rnmke  Libiai7  Bookbinding  a  ipe^nalty  and  aupervite  all  out  vrork. 

Over  thirty  jrean'  experience  in  all  Biandiea  kai  taught  ui  what  Binding  is  mcMt  luitable 
(ot  Libiariei  and  Schooli. 

Saad  ■*  2  *«!■.,  12  mm.,  wUch  wt  will  Uad  (rt*  ef  charg*  w  701  aaj  •#•  ■  niili  •(  mt  vwk 
Aak  for  pHe*  li*t  Pay  lU  o  vMt 


DECIMAL  CLASSIFICATION 

Ed.  ».  191B,  T«l»d  aad  •olarid 


alone:   1 
To  be  h 


:   full  Pcniui 

re  OD  S  lb. 

■  ol  LIbi 


batr  a 


and  of  Q.  E.  Stecbert  *  Co. 

AMn—  aD  HaU  Ordw*  CHnct  le    Pnbllihw 

FOREST  PRESS 

LAKE  PLACID  CLUB,  ESSEX  CO.  N.  Y. 


QUALITY  FIRST 

BOOK  BINDING 

Eighiaen  years'  experience  for 

Public  Libraries 

(All  Through  the  Couatry) 
Writm  tar  Pric—  and  Book  otPartiealan 

THE  BOOK  SHOP  BINDERY 

314-322  Wut  Sapcriar  Street  Chicaie,  Ol 


The  H  R  H  Portfolio  and 
Magazine  Cover 

is  what  you  have  long  wished  for 

An  expansible  portfolio  that  will  hold  firmly  and  securely 
magazines,  prints  or  loose  papers 

Can  be  laid  flat  on  the  shelf  or  stood  upright.  May  be  lettered  on  back  as  a 
book.  Unlike  portfolios  of  the  bellows  variety  it  is  always  compact  and  neat- 
lookine  whether  holding  a  few  prints,  or  sixoreventwelve,  issues  of  a  maga- 
zine. Has  adjustable  back,  top  and  bottom  flaps  and,  if  desired,  can  be  fitted 
with  side  flap  also,  giving  contents  complete  protection  from  dust. 

Strongly  made  so  as  to  be  serviceable,  yet  not  expensive 

It  ia  made  of  stout  binders'  boards  covered  with  paper  or 
cloth  (see  price  list).    Special  sizes  will  be  made  to  order. 

Manufactured  to.  THE   H.    R.    HUNTTING    CO. 

Booksellers  and  Publishers  Springfield,  Mass. 
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S  ^earl  Ulh  Street 


G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons 

Pabllshers,  Booksellers  and  Library  Agents 


CORRESPONDENCE       SOLICITED 


Reasons  for  Advertising  in  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

1.  It  does  not  accept  deficient  servers. 

2.  It  vouches  for  tbe  reliability  of  Its  advertisements. 

3.  It  has  the  largest  circulation  of  any  library  periodical  published. 

4.  It  keeps  in  touch, 

5.  One  page  coats  02  with  time  discounts;  less  space  in  proportion. 

Send  in  copy  btfora  Ou  Fift— nth  of  tht  month. 


FINE  INKS 
and 

ADHESIVES 

For  those  who 
KNOW 


Higgins'  f^ 


Elenul  Wridns  li 

EoBrOHlns  Ink 

■"-     ■--  Mucllasc 


:;¥„,. 

, ^wlna  Board  Pule 

Liquid  Paile 
OfllcB  PaiM 
LVeaeulilc  Clue.  Etc. 
Are  tlis  Finest  and  Bsit  Inks  and  AdhsslTsa 
Bmuicjpata  vaoiwU  Icom  tb 

and  ni-amdllnt  Inkl  and  ad 

thlHiKSliu'lnkaand  Adheiivea.   Tfac7« 
be  a  lenlatliiBtayM.ttaeT  aiawawMt,  cInib, 
wbU  put  up,  UM  wltluu  m  (tddsat.    Ttaaai 
(ooda  an  aapsclally  adapted  Cor  Ubnry  nw. 

At  Dealer*  Cenenlly 

CHAS.  M.  HIGGINS  &  CO.,  Hin. 

(Branchei:  CUcaBo,  London) 

271  Ninth  Street,        Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


IMPORTANT  TO  LIBRARIANS 
A  Typewriter  Exceptional 

-He  Multiplex 
Hammond 


IIm  Knsb"  Preito-one  or  the  other- huad  reda  lo 
HUct  trom,  and  every  kaown  lanKuaie. 

Change  your  t7pe  in  an  initant  from 
one   atyle  to  anolher — or  anj  language. 

WritH  lad«  card*  (Ut. 

Tbe  ueit  praetleat  maehlue  for  lOnry  Work. 

Lane  IrP*  for  book  Hi  lea,  Bainei,  ate. 

Small  (er  eerreipgwIeBce.  and  cendeuiiw  em 


Hammond  Typewriter  Co. 
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A  Saving  of  40  Per  Cent  to  80  Per  Cent 

In  baying  boolu  this  means  a  lot. 
Catalog  71  includes  splendid  bareains,  books  just  from  London, 
recent  books  from  American  puDlishera  at  startling  discounts. 
Catalog  72.— Books  interesting  to  collectors  and  book  lovers 
in  geneial.    Mailed  free. 

MORRIS  BCX>K  SHOP.  24  North  Wabash  Avenue,  CHICAGO 


QUALITY  AND  SERVICE 

in  Bookbinding  for  Libraries  at  NomineJ  Cost 
WAGENVOORD  &  CO. 

LIBRARY    BINDERS 
WRITE  FOR  PARTICULARS  LANSING.    MIC^GAN 


SUMMER  SCHOOL 

June  25— August  11,  1917 
SEVEN  WEEKS 

ttverslie  library  Service  SchMl 

RiranU^  Calif oraU 
AniioiiBGama&ta  Rewly  in  March 


Fifty  years  serving  Libraries 
should  count  (or  some  standard 

BOOKBINDING 

Wby  not  get  in  touch,  Mr.  Librarian? 
ScanplafoT  the  ail^ 

R.  P.  Windder '"'*'"* 


Onr  Library  Department 

■appUM  aocnntelr  and  promptlj 

Books  of  All  Publishers 

Oar  dlBConnts  stand  the  test 
of  competltlTe  quotation,  and 
for  yean  ve  have  snppUed 
the  chief  pnbllc  and  nsJTer- 
slty  libraries  of  ths  United 
States  and  Canada. 
Let  OS  act  as  your  agents. 
It  will  save  yon  all  detail, 
and  much  expense. 

Charles  Scribner's  Sons 

S»7  nfth  Aram*  NEW  YORK  CITY 
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THE  ATHEN^UM 
Subject  Index  to  Periodicals 

ISSU£D  AT  THE  REQUEST  OF  THE 

Council  of  the  Library  Association 

Vol.  I,  1915,  royal  4to.,  art  linen,  xvi  +  352  pages,  now  ready. 

The  "Subject  Index?  for  1915  comprues  entriei  of  13^4  artideSi  Ktected  from 
£0  English,  AmericaD,  and  Continental  Periodical  Pnblicationa  ismed  lietween  JammT 
and  December,  1915.  It  ia  based  upon  the  Alphabetical  Ssbjea  Headings  of  tiuUbrarr 
«f  Congress  (ondcr  rerision),  modified  to  suit  EngUsh  practice  and  eoondenbv 
"t't'n^*^  Annotation  are  introduced  iriierc  the  titla  of  articka  ioraffidcntly  indt 
Gate  the  nature  of  Qieir  contents.  Magaxine  fiction^  Verse  and  Essays  not  possnsing 
subject  matter  an  not  included.  The  vdumc  contama  an  Author  Index  and  a  List  of 
Periodicals  indexed. 

Librarians  are  informed  that  tiie  edition  of  the  "Subject  Index"  for  1915  has 
been  restricted  to  the  supply  of  bnmediate  requirements,  and  that  venr  few  copies  will 
icmuB  OB  ale  after  ptudicatioa.  Sets  of  the  following  Qasa  lista  nr  1915  can  itill 
be  supplied: 

CLASS  USTS  FOR  1915  (Post  Free) 

<«)  TbcOlofr  *ad  Ftdtouplij.  34  bo.  la)  Sine  Am  and  Arckanlasr.  M  psl 
,..  — Pfe***-  **•%!  *  ""^  «  (Staial  Wftioii,  Mct.  !»»«.)  » 
")  Tie  EBTOpcui  W«r.    41  pp.    Qanour,  


».      i*t*tl    1116.]        |jj    L,n,u,^     ,ad     Uteratiu*.       H     p». 


nuiT,  I9I&)     6S  GCnt*. 


2S  pp.     (April,  1910.}    35  ceoM.  (»)  Pmc 

if)  Eduudon.    16  PPL    (kUnh,  1916.)    U  pp. 

Sets  of  the  above  Class  Lists  for  1915 $2.60  post  free. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  FOR  1916.  Subscriberi  f<ir  »»«  wiU  reccire  a  mhnne 
con  solid  sting  in  one  alphabet  die  years  1915-16,  as  well  as  an  interim  mnnber,  whidi, 
it  is  hoped,  wiU  be  iuned  toward  the  end  of  1916.  Ther  will  also  receive  any  re-isaiM 
or  contmnation  of  the  abore  Class  Lista  which  amy  be  published  between  Octobo', 
1916t  and  Smtnbcr,  m7.  The  proposed  issue  of  monthly  numbers  is  abaudoaca 
during  the  War. 

Subscription  for  1916  (post  free) $12.25. 

N.  B^^  nscoBBt  of  50  per  cent  will  be  aficrwed  to  Llbnriea  on  seoDttd  ar  aMt 
tional  copies  ordered  by  them. 

Sole  AgnOm  for  thm  UtiHrni  Statm 
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4  Trafalgar  Square  ,  16  Beaver  Street 
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to  select  investments  secured  by  properties  of  varied  character  and  location. 

We  have  an  exceptionally  broad  list  of  diversitied  S^%  and  6%  securities  in 
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secured  by  these  different  classes  of  property: 

BstabUihed  Industrial  Property^Company's   earnings  largely   in 

excess  of  principal  and  interest  requirements. 

Pann  Land — Well  located  and  under  profitable  cultivation. 

Improved  Chicago  Real  Estate — Large  value,  ample  earnings  and 

strong  ovraership. 

Natural  Reaources — Ponrer  plant  in  successful  operation.    Substan- 
tial cash  investment  behind  the  bonds. 
All  these  recommendations  are  based  on  long  experience,  complete  inves- 
ti^tton  by  our  experts  and  outright  purchase.    Write  for  circular  No.  982U, 
giving  details. 
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Attention  of  Librarians 

Do  you  read  the  adrertiseineiits  in  Public  Lib&abies?  If  you 
do,  do  you  accept  the  invitations  from  the  Advertisers  that  sre  set  oat 
each  month?  If  you  do  this  your  ranRe  of  knowledge  of  resources  is  con- 
stantly wideningT'  If  you  don't,  you  miss  good  sources  of  helpfulness. 
That  they  occur  in  business  matters  in  no  wise  lessens  their  value.  Is 
there  not  a  business  consideration  in  being  a  librarian?  Business  rela- 
tions may  be  some  of  the  most  satisfactory  relations  of  life  when  consid- 
ered on  the  proper  plane. 

The  business  firms  presented  through  the  pages  of  Pmuc  Librabies 
are  reliable  in  their  standing,  fair  in  their  dealings  and  courteous  in  their 
treatment  of  their  customers.  Look  for  a  moment  at  the  advertisers  in  this 
number  of  Public  Libbabies. 

A.  L.  A.  Headquarters.    Study  the  helpful  things  offered. 

Peabody,  Honghteling  St  Co.  A  high  class,  reliable  investment  com- 
pany which,  from  personal  knowledge,  the  writer  recommends. 

A.  C.  McClarg  ft  Co.  have  served  librarians  for  nearly  40  years.  Ex- 
perience counts. 

Library  Bureau  started  with  and  in  the  A.  L.  A.  and  has  stayed  with 
its  friends  ever  since.  Its  library  departments  have  contributed  to  the 
upbuilding  of  good  library  service  all  over  the  country.  Its  catalogs  of 
library  supplies  are  in  reality  text  books  in  library  economy.  Have  yoQ 
sent  lor  one? 

Take  the  book  supply  houseB,  Catalogs  of  book  bargains,  50  per- 
cent to  80  percent  below  publication  prices,  offered  by  John  WananuJcer, 
the  Qearance  catalog  of  Baker  ft  Taylor  Company,  with  its  descriptive 
titles,  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  with  its  elimination  of  the  middle  man,  the 
HorriB  Book  Shop,  another  40  percent  to  80  percent  saving,  with  catalogs 
mailed  free.  Charles  Scribners  Sons  offering  to  act  as  Eastern  agents 
for  all  libraries.  B.  F,  Stevens  ft  Brown  of  London  with  offices  in  New 
York,  careful,  courteous  handlers  of  English  books.  How  many  librarians 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  really  excellent  service  offered  by  these 
firms?    Forest  Press  is  the  source  of  the  D.  C. 

The  Herriam  Co.  offers  free  pocket  maps  this  month  with  sample 
pages  of  their  dictionaries.  The  India  paper  edition  malces  a  suitable 
companion  for  the  similar  Oxford  Bible,     Its  possession  is  a  joy. 

Then  the  binders.  The  Chivera  Book  Binding  Company,  reinforced 
binding  of  12,000  titles,  Williann  H.  Rademaekers  offering  to  bind,  free 
of  charge,  as  sample,  ready  to  send  a  list  of  prices,  Tne  Book  Shop 
Bindery,  with  the  motto  "Quality  first,"  Wagenvoord  &  Company  offer- 
ing particulars  as  to  the  fine  quality  of  their  service.  R.  P.  Winckler,  who 
has  served  librarians  for  50  years.  "Why  not  get  in  touch,  Mr.  Librarian"? 
llie  H.  R.  Huntting  Co.,  librarians'  friend  in  many  ways,  indeed,  Mr. 
Huntting  himself,  enunciates  library  principles  more  correctly  than 
many  librarians. 

The  Hammond  Typewriter  Company  with  its  double  sets  of  types, 
necessities  to  most  of  the  libraries  tn  the  country,  are  willing  to  send  cata- 
logs "for  the  asking." 

Higgiiu  adhesives  and  inks.    Pubuc  Libbabies  has  used  them  always. 

HoQon  Route  is  the  best  route  to  Louisville  from  Chicago. 

Do  net  neglect  the  advertising  pages  and  do  accept  their  invitation 
to  communicate  with  you  concerning  their  wares. 

MANAGING  EDITOR. 
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Organization  of  Free  Public  Library 

Systems  in  the  United  States 
VnUiam  Altnioti  Borden,  Weatport,  Conn. 

As  the  school  prepares  the  child  and 
the  youth  for  the  work  of  his  mature 
life,  so  is  the  library  his  efficient  helper 
in  all  the  problems  of  that  life  so  long 
as  it  remains  with  him.  The  one  is  the 
supplement  of  the  other  and  equally 
necessary  in  the  making  of  the  citizen. 
Both  should  be  free  and  absolutely  acces- 
sible. The  school  is  now  within  the 
reach  of  every  child;  the  library  should 
be  made  equally  accessible  to  every  adult. 

The  recognition  of  the  public  library 
as  a  civic  necessity  even  greater  than  the 
school  has  been  a  growth  of  the  past  60 
years.  It  began  naturally  in  the  cities, 
those  nuclei  of  the  intellectual  life,  but 
in  the  two  decades  just  past,  with  the 
trolley,  the  telephone,  and  the  mails,  it 
has  extended  into  every  part  of  the  rural 
community.  But  in  most  cases  it  is  only 
the  recognition  of  the  necessity  of  the 
library  that  has  extended,  not  the  library 
itself.  This  need  of  extending  library 
privileges  into  the  farming  country,  al- 
though it  has  been  much  discussed  in  all 
meeting  of  city  librarians  these  many 
years,  is  not  a  matter  to  be  taken  up  by 
the  cities,  however  able  or  willing  they 
may  be,  but  by  the  county  or  by  the  state, 
and  they  should  be  started  and  main- 
tained by  a  county  or  state  tax.  Our 
fanners  are  not  dependent  upon  the 
cities,  but  are  fully  able  to  pay  their 
own  way. 

They  need  the  libraries  and  the  cotuity 
or  state  should  see  that  they  get  them. 
They  need  them  even  more  than  the 
cities  do,  not  only  because  there  are  more 
of  them  than  in  the  cities,  but  because 


their  isolation  has  cut  them  off  from 
the  daily  education  that  the  man  on  the 
street  absorbs  from  simply  being  on  the 
street. 

But  a  system  of  libraries  that  is  in- 
tended  to  cover  a  county  or  a  state 
should  be  organized  on  a  different  basis 
from  that  that  underlies  the  city  library. 
In  a  compact  city  the  readers  are  always 
able  to  come  to  the  library;  in  the  coun- 
try the  library  must  go  to  the  reader. 
Therefore  the  coimtry  library  should  he 
small  and  to  a  lai^e  extent  transport- 
able. No  money  need  be  wasted  on 
monumental  buildings  nor  on  large  col- 
lections of  unused  books.  Each  district 
should  have  one  large  collection  within 
the  reach  of  all  its  inhabitants,  many 
would  already  have  such  in  its  principal 
city  and  this  could  generally  be  used  as 
the  central  storehouse,  but  outside  of  the 
one  main  collection,  which  should  con- 
tain all  the  technical  and  special  books 
likely  to  be  called  for,  each  cireulating 
library  should  be  restricted  to  the  ordi- 
nary books  of  the  day,  those  in  regular 
demand  by  the  people  for  whom  it  is 
instituted.  Ordinary  books  are  cheap 
and  if  bought  in  considerable  quantities 
quite  cheap;  the  only  books  which  are 
expensive  are  the  special  ones,  those  that 
have  but  a  limited  use,  and  they  are 
usually  costiy  because  their  field  is 
limited;  a  few  of  these  in  each  district, 
in  each  county  or  in  each  state,  would  be 
sufficient  to  meet  all  the  demands  of  the 
pe^Ie  of  that  district. 

This  combination  of  central  store- 
houses, containing  special  or  little  used 
books  which  would  be  available  for  all 
small  libraries,  with  numerous  small 
branches,  delivery  stations,  and  traveling 
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collections  supplying  the  small  commu- 
nities, is  the  most  nwdem  type  of  library 
OT^nization.  It  is  not  by  any  means 
common  as  yet,  but  an  approach  to  it  is 
being  gradually  introduced  into  some  of 
the  Eastern  states,  though  what  might 
be  called  the  vested  interests  of  the  large 
city  libraries  in  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try make  the  full  working  of  the  system 
rather  difficult. 

These  city  libraries  are  large.  They 
have  been  built  up  on  the  [dan  of  having 
on  their  shelves  all  the  books  demanded 
by  the  citizens,  whether  those  demands 
came  from  large  groups  or  from  small 
ones.  The  result  has  been  that  the  same 
special  books,  usually  expensive  ones, 
always  scarce  ones,  are  now  found  in 
twenty  or  thirty  of  the  libraries  in  many 
states,  all  bought  with  money  obtained 
from  tajcation,  all  bought  with  funds  that 
might  better  have  been  used  for  books 
in  more  general  demand,  and  all  but  one 
or  two  of  them  absolutely  useless  because 
the  legitimate  demands  of  all  the  readers 
of  such  books  in  the  whole  state  could 
have  been  satisfied  by  one  or  two  copies 
had  those  copies  been  in  some  central 
storehouse  accessible  to  each  library  in 
the  state. 

These  thousands  of  duplicated  books 
now  stand  upon  the  shelves  of  the  city 
libraries  in  silent  financial  protest 
against  any  state  organization  that  shall 
render  them  useless  and  the  money  spent 
for  them  wasted. 

There  are  other  problems,  financial 
and  governmental,  that  must  be  solved 
before  many  of  the  Eastern  states  can 
fully  adopt  this  new  cooperative  idea  of 
library  organization ;  but  there  are  many 
states  in  the  West  that  are  not  so  handi- 
capped. A  system  of  cooperating 
libraries  can  be  founded  in  a  compara- 
tively new  district  with  but  a  very  small 
outlay  compared  with  the  cost  of  the  old 
order  of  separate  and  independent  city 
libraries.  The  writer  has  just  oi^nized 
such  a  system  in  one  of  the  native  states 
of  India  and  knows  whereof  he  speaks. 
The  state  is  as  laige  as  Massachusetts, 
there  were  150  libraries  already  there, 
and  the  system  now  contains  awmt  500 
interdepending  libraries,  laige  and  small. 


but  mostly  small,  for  small  working 
libraries  hlled  with  live  books  is  the 
main  idea  of  the  organization.  The 
library  Sjrstem  of  this  native  state  is 
much  larger  than  would  be  required  by 
any  county  in  this  country,  probably  as 
large  as  most  of  our  states  would  need, 
and  yet  the  whole  expense  of  its  otgan- 
ization  has  not  been  as  much  as  $300,000 
(outside  of  the  cost  of  the  central  store- 
house) and  the  annual  maintenance 
charges  are  less  than  $40,000. 

The  writer  does  not  claim  that  a  system 
□f  libraries  as  extensive  as  this  one  in 
the  state  of  Baroda  can  be  organized  in 
any  state  in  America  for  this  amount  of 
money.  There  is  too  much  difference 
in  the  cost  of  living.  But  he  does  claim 
that  for  a  sum  welt  within  the  means  of 
any  county  or  state  in  this  country  a 
system  of  cooperating  libraries  can  be 
organized  that  shall  give  to  every  in- 
habitant of  that  county  or  state  the 
opportunity  of  reading  every  book  or 
magazine  he  wants  to  read  and  of  getting 
those  books  as  easily  and  as  quiddy  as 
he  now  gets  his  mail. 

The  writer  would  also  advise  that  the 
organization  of  such  a  system  be^n  in 
the  county  rather  than  in  the  state,  pro- 
vided that  the  county  government  can 
be  empowered  to  lay  taxes  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  state  is  a  large  body  with 
many  duties  to  perform,  whereas  the 
county  government,  in  most  of  the  north- 
em  states  at  least,  is  not  looked  upon  as 
being  greatly  overworked.  The  coun^ 
is  large  enough  for  a  thorough  exposi- 
tion of  the  system,  while  it  is  not  so  large 
that  any  mistakes  will  be  very  expensive 
to  rectify.  When  such  an  organization 
is  in  successful  operation  in  one  or  two 
counties  of  a  state,  the  state  itself  will 
soon  swing  into  line,  because  it  will  be  a 
line  of  accomplishment  rather  than  <me 
of  experimentation. 

The  county  system,  however,  should 
not  be  over-lai^;  it  will  eventually  be 
only  a  part  of  the  larger  system  of  the 
state  and  any  over-growth  will  entail  a 
needless  expense  to  the  taxpayers. 

The  writer  would  recommend  that  the 
county  system  be  about  as  follows, 
though  no  two  counties  are  likely  to  have 
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the  same  problems  and  so  any  |;enerat 
recoRunendations  would  be  subject  to 
numerous  exceptions: 

1.  A  storehouse  for  books  seldom 
called  for.  This  should  be  used  for  all 
the  expensive,  rare,  special,  technical 
and  outelassed  books  in  tfie  entire  county. 
Here  should  be  fotmd  all  the  books  not 
in  active  demand  in  any  of  the  smaller 
libraries,  but  which  are  liable  to  be  called 
for  in  any  of  them.  It  is  the  court  of 
last  resort,  but  as  it  has  the  resources  of 
the  whole  county  behind  it  the  chances 
of  its  failing  to  meet  a  just  demand  are 
not  large. 

If  this  storehouse  happens  to  be 
located  in  a  city,  and  some  centrally 
located  city  is  the  most  convenient  place 
for  it,  a  general  circulating  library  for 
the  ordinary  use  of  the  citizens  may  be 
combined  with  it  at  a  considerable  saving 
in  the  expenses  of  administration  and  the 
original  cost  of  the  building. 

The  building  to  contain  this  collection 
should  be  designed  from  the  standpoint 
of  capacity  rather  than  that  of  the  ordi- 
nary operations  of  a  public  library ;  it  is 
to  hold  books  that  do  not  move  much 
and  therefore  accessibility  must  yield  to 
compact  storage.  It  need  not  be  a  large 
building  to  b^n  with,  but  it  should  be 

Elanned  so  as  to  allow  for  indefinite  en- 
irgement  Ubraries  have  a  trick  of 
growing  much  faster  and  much  larger 
than  their  designers  expect,  and  a  build- 
ing that  is  so  placed  or  so  designed  that 
it  cannot  be  enlarged  from  time  to  time 
is  a  building  that  must  eventually  be 
scrapped  and  another  one  erected  in  its 
place. 

There  should  be  no  attempt  made  to 
make  this  collection  a  lai^  one  at  first. 
Large  libraries  are  not  made,  they  grow, 
and  they  grow  along  the  lines  of  the  de- 
mands made  upon  them.  It  is  much 
easier  to  take  care  of  those  demands  as 
they  come  up  than  to  try  to  anticipate 
them.  The  central  collection  should  be- 
gin with  few  books,  but  with  as  many 
dollars  as  may  be  possible.  The  calls  for 
the  first  few  3rears  will  occasion  many 
purchases. 

This  building  should  also  be  the  ad- 
ministrative headquarters  of  the  entire 


system.  Here  should  be  gathered  all  the 
trained  classifiers  and  catalogers,  and  all 
the  expert  work  on  the  books  should  be 
done  here  before  they  are  sent  out  to  the 
smaller  libraries.  No  experts  will  be 
needed  in  any  of  these  smaller  institu- 
tions, and  so  no  expert  salaries 'will  have 
to  be  paid  in  them. 

The  books  in  this  central  collectioir 
are  to  be  freely  loaned  to  every  inhabitant 
of  the  county,  but  it  would  be  better  if 
they  were  not  drawn  directly  by  the 
reader,  but  through  the  instrumentality 
of  his  own  local  library.  The  local 
library  would  be  more  likely  to  be  in- 
formed as  to  his  responsibility,  and 
could  look  after  the  book  more  closely. 

2.  Should  the  county  be  very  large, 
or  should  it  contain  a  number  of  good 
sized  cities,  subsidiary  storehouses  might 
be  established  in  each  of  them  and  at- 
tached to  the  local  library.  In  such  a 
case  many  of  the  books  and  some  of  the 
expert  work  might  be  divided  between 
the  central  and  the  other  storehouses. 

3.  Small  libraries  or  distributing  cen- 
ters should  be  established  in  every  town 
and  village  of  the  county.  They  should 
vary  in  size  from  500  books  to  5,000, 
depending  upon  the  local  or  the  sur- 
rounding population.  The  larger  collec- 
tions might  have  a  building,  or  a  lan^ 
public  room,  but  the  smaller  ones  could 
be  located  in  some  general  store,  or  in 
the  school  house,  and  the  store  clerks 
or  the  teachers  would  be  entirely  compe- 
tent to  issue  them  to  the  readers  and  see 
to  their  safe  return.  A  small  salary 
would  pay  for  the  small  amount  of  work 
that  would  be  required.  In  many  in- 
stances they  might  be  kept  in  some  pri- 
vate house,  centrally  located,  particu- 
larly out  among  the  farms,  and  in  sudl 
cases  the  social  prominence  might  be  con- 
sidered  a  sufficient  remuneration. 

The  books  in  these  libraries  should  be 
those  that  are  in  ordinary  demand  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  in  which 
the  library  is  situated.  These  books  will 
vary  as  the  population  of  the  district 
happens  to  be  industrial,  commercial  or 
agricultural.  The  books  should  be  al- 
ways up  to  date.  When  books  are  worn 
out  or  outgrown  they  should  be  returned 
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to  the  central  storehouse,  where  they  will 
be  saved  gainst  a  possible  call,  or  dis- 
posed of,  as  the  case  may  be.  The  small 
libraries  should  never  harbor  dead  books. 

4.  As  a  supplement  to  these  small 
libraries  the  writer  would  suggest  that 
there  be  a  number  of  special  collections 
of  books  made  up  and  enclosed  in  small 
boxes.  These  collections  might  be  all 
new  books,  or  they  might  all  be  upon 
one  or  two  popular  topics.  They  should 
travel  from  one  library  to  another  and 
would  form  an  agreeable  variation  from 
the  possible  monotony  of  the  smaller 
library  collections.  If  they  were  upon 
special  topics  the  records  of  their  use 
would  give  the  ordering  departments 
much  valuable  information  in  a  very 
practical  way. 

5.  The  foregoing  plan  would  bring 
the  opportunity  of  reading  and  study 
within  at  least  a  few  miles  of  every  man's 
door  and  that  is  as  far,  perhaps,  as  the 
ordinary  county  would  be  inclined  to 
carry  its  extension  of  the  library  privi- 
lege. There  is  a  step  further,  however, 
that  does  bring  the  library  absolutely  to 
his  door,  and  that  step  is  the  institution 
of  a  series  of  book-wagons,  real  travel- 
ing libraries. 

The  average  reading  person  in  a 
city,  with  a  public  library  within  a  walk 
of  ten  minutes,  will  read  three  times  as 
many  books  when  they  are  brought  to 
his  door  than  he  will  when  he  is  obliged 
to  go  and  get  them.  Apply  this  fact  to 
the  case  of  the  farmer  who  is  usually 
rushed  with  work  during  the  hours  when 
a  library  is  open,  and  one  has  the  strong- 
est kind  of  an  argument  in  favor  of  the 
book-wagon  for  the  rural  districts. 

To  sum  up  the  advantages  of  this  new 
system  of  library  organization  in  a  few 
words:  It  brings  the  books  within  t^e 
reach  of  the  people  who  want  to  read 
them,  it  brings  them  only  the  books  they 
want  to  ma,  the  special  reader  has  the 
entire  resources  of  the  coun^  or  the 
state  at  his  command  in  obtaming  for 
him  the  one  book  whose  contents  are 
important  to  him,  it  accomplishes  all  or 
any  of  these  things  at  the  least  possible 
cost  because  the  whole  system  is  founded 
upon  the  principle  of  cooperation. 


Some  Library  Reminiscences* 

Dr  K  L  DaviB,  Ubrarimn  emeiitna,  Univer- 

■ity  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor 

While  I  have  lived  longer  than  any 
other  person  present,  I  have  known  the 
great  pioneer  librarians  of  the  country, 
Jewett,  Cogswell,  and  others,  only  as 
you,  my  jimiors,  have  known  ^em ;  that 
is,  through  what  the  history  of  American 
libraries  has  recorded  of  Oiem.  I  have, 
however,  known  personally  two  later 
men  of  equal  reputation  who  are  to  the 
most  of  you  historical  characters  only, 
like  the  earlier  men  I  have  named.  I 
will  speak  very  briefly  of  these  two. 

Mr  Justin  Winsor  was  called  to  suc- 
ceed Mr  Jewett  as  superintendent  of  the 
Boston  public  library  in  1868.  He  had 
been  a  student  at  Harvard  for  three 
years,  had  sp^t  two  years  in  Europe, 
and  was  at  this  time,  1868,  eng:^d  in 
literary  work  in  Boston.  My  first  meet- 
ing with  Mr.  Winsor  was  in  his  office 
in  the  old  Bates  hall,  in  the  summer  of 
1870.  I  had  a  letter  of  introduction  to 
him  from  President  Angell,  who  repre- 
sented me  as  an  intending  librarian  de- 
sirous of  learning  how  best  to  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  library  work.  He  was  very 
kind,  but  his  advice  was  comprised  in  a 
very  few  words — in  three,  indeed,  which 
were,  "By  doing  it."  He  told  me  that 
his  preparation  for  his  duties  consisted 
in  the  reading  of  the  volumes  of  the  Par- 
liamentary report  on  the  British  mu- 
seum, 1836.  My  interview  with  him  did 
not  last  long,  as  he  was  obliged  to  attend 
a  meeting  of  his  Board  of  trustees. 

Something  that  happened  several  times 
in  the  short  interval  I  was  Awith  him,  and 
which  was  noticeable  on  other  occasions, 
also,  made  such  an  impression  on  me 
that  I  never  think  of  him,  see  his  name  in 
print,  or  hear  him  mentioned  that  I  do 
not  hear  and  see  this  thing  happening. 
He  wore  rather  heavy  eyeglasses  am 
there  was  for  a  guard  a  rather  stout 
— for  that  use — chain.  Every  little  while 
the  glasses  would  drop  from  his  nose 
and  fall  with  a  great  deal  of  clatter  into 
his  lap. 

In  1877,  when  Mr  Sibley  retired  from 

*Read  before  Ann  Arbor  Ubrur  club. 
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the  Harvard  library,  Mr  Winsor  was 
called  to  the  position,  which  he  held  until 
bis  death  in  the  fall  of  1897. 

When  the  American  library  associa- 
tion was  organized  at  Philadelphia  in 
1876,  he  was  chosen  president,  an  office 
that  he  held  for  10  years,  when  it  was 
decided  to  make  the  length  of  the  term 
one  year,  and  Dr  Poole  succeeded  htm. 
When  the  University  (Michigan)  library 
building  was  dedicated  in  1883  I  was 
asked  by  President  Angell  to  suggest  an 
orator  for  the  occasion.  I  suggested 
two  names — that  of  Mr  Winsor  and  that 
of  Dr  Poole.  Mr  Winsor  was  invited  to 
come  and  accepted.  His  address  was 
admirable.  I  do  not  believe  I  can  si^- 
gest  a  more  profitable  piece  of  rea^^ 
lor  librarians,  and  intending  librarians, 
than  it  is.  It  may  be  found  in  the  pub- 
lished Proceedings  of  that  occasion.  He 
came  often  to  ^jm  Arbor  again,  and  a 
few  years  later  received  from  the  uni- 
versity the  degree  of  LL.D. 

He  achieved  distinction  as  an  author, 
especially  in  the  field  of  American  his< 
tory.  It  is  not  as  generally  known  that 
he  was  a  Shakespearean  scholar,  and  con- 
tributed his  quota  to  the  abounding 
Shakespeare  literature.  He  was  also  a 
poet.  I  think,  however,  that  poetry  was 
only  a  by-product  and  a  rare  one  with 
him  after  his  entry  upon  library  work. 

Dr  Winsor  had  passed  that  period  of 
life  at  which  Dr  Osier  is  said  to  think 
chloroformii^  is  desirable.  His  age  was 
66  when  he  died,  but  his  strength  was 
tmabftted. 

It  was  much  to  have  administered 
most  successfully,  for  comparatively  lor^ 
periods,  the  then  largest  public  library  in 
the  country,  and  also  the  largest  univer- 
aty  library,  and  to  have  accomplished  so 
much  literary  work.  In  his  intercourse 
with  others  he  was  kind  and  hospitable, 
bat  very  impatient  of  shams. 

Dr  W.  F.  Poole,  the  otiier  librarian 
about  whom  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words, 
began  bis  library  experience  when  a 
student  at  Yale.  It  began  in  that  unique 
(uece  of  work  which  made  his  name  more 
widely  known  than  that  of  any  other 
Ubrarian  who  has  ever  lived — Pool^t 


Index.  In  the  preface  to  the  reviuon 
of  1882  he  gives  an  interesting  account 
of  the  inception  of  the  work.  Dr  Fode 
was  connected  for  longer  or  shorter 
periods  with  the  Athenaeum  library  at 
Boston,  the  Mercantile  library  in  the 
same  city,  the  Cincinnati  public  library, 
the  Chicago  public  library,  and,  lasUy, 
with  the  Newberry  library  of  Chicago. 

The  Newberry  building  represents  his 
ideas  of  library  architecture,  and  its  col- 
lection of  books,  his  views  of  the  rela- 
tive  importance  of  the  different  classes 
of  literature. 

From  what  I  have  heard  from  various 
sources  of  his  administrative  ability,  I 
conclude  that  while  of  a  high  order,  it 
was  not  as  great  as  that  possessed  by  Mr 
Winsor;  but  in  his  enthusiasm  for  the 
dissemination  of  bibliographical  knowl- 
edge, none  in  the  profession  suriassed 
him.  In  a  letter  received  from  him  in 
1886  he  said  that  only  a  few  days  before 
he  had  occasion  to  speak  to  his  son,  a 
recent  graduate  of  Yale,  about  Lownde's 
Manual.  The  son  had  never  heard  of 
that  work.  He  then  questioned  him 
about  other  famous  bibliographical 
works,  and  to  his  "disgust,  amazement, 
and  indignation,"  he  knew  nothine  about 
any  of  &em.  Dr  Poole  added,  I  hope 
this  is  not  true  of  Michigan  students." 

He  had  very  decided  views  in  regard  to 
library  construction  which  he  proclaimed 
whenever  the  subject  was  under  discus- 
sion— views  that  he  was  able  to  express 
to  some  extent  in  the  Newberry  build- 
ing at  Chicago.  Some  of  you  may  re- 
member the  almost  acrimonious  corre- 
spondence in  the  Boston  papers  and 
others,  in  which  the  architecture  of  the 
new  public  library  building  of  Boston 
was  assailed.  Dr  Poole  was  foremost  in 
this.  The  years  since  have  justified  some 
of  his  criticisms. 

He  was  first,  as  far  as  I  know,  to  give 
something  like  an  adequate  reason  for 
the  outrageous  trimming  of  books  b^ 
binders.  The  waste  paper  gained  in  this 
way,  he  said,  helped  to  pay,  or  paid,  or 
more  than  paid  their  rent. 

I  might  mention  other  conclusions 
reached  and  announced  by  him — conclu- 
sions  possibly  reached  Iqr  others,  but 
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never  announced  by  them.  He  was  most 
fearless  and  outspoken  in  the  expression 
of  his  opinions,  but  he  was  never,  I 
think,  intentionally  offensive. 

There  was  a  character  that  he  called  a 
Miss  Nancy.  Among-other  things  that 
made  up  this  character  was  a  tendency  to 
handle  things  with  gloves.  He  had  no 
patience  with  a  Miss  Nancy, 

Despite  his  great  frankness  which 
might  sometimes  rub  the  wrong  way, 
he  was  generally  admired  and  respected 
and  was  loved  devotedly  by  those  who 
knew  him  best,  Mr  W.  I.  Fletcher,  his 
collaborator  on  the  Index,  said  of  him  at 
the  time  of  his  death: 

"To  have  known  him  well,  to  have 
felt  the  sweetness  of  his  loving  disposi- 
tion was  a  blessing  for  a  lifetime.  How 
much  those  of  us  who  grew  up  under  his 
guidance  and  thoughtful  oversiglit  owe 
to  him  we  shall  probably  never  know; 
but  we  do  know  that  the  world  seems 
empty  with  him  no  longer  here." 

Like  Mr  Wins  or,  Dr  Poole  was  a  stu- 
dent of  American  history  and  contributed 
somewhat  to  its  literature,  but  not  to  the 
extent  that  Mr  Winsor  did.  He  was 
a  pamphleteer,  I  do  not  now  recall  any 
volume  on  this  subject,  of  which  he  was 
the  author. 


Faiiy  Gold 

It  is  generally  conceded  by  those  en- 
gaged in  library  service  that  such  work- 
ers are  rarely  adequately  paid  in  the  coin 
of  our  realm.  This,  alas,  is  too  true, 
and  yet  does  there  not  come  to  most  of 
us  a  certain  compensation,  fluctuatii^, 
to  be  sure,  but  yet  measurable  only  in  the 
terms  of  "fairy  gold"? 

I  purposely  do  not  include  in  this  cate- 
gory the  unspeakable  satisfaction  that 
comes  to  those  who  love  books,  of  work- 
ing with  them.  That  is  our  birthright  as 
librarians  and  if  we  do  not  know  it,  we 
have  missed  our  vocation.  But  if  there 
were  not  some  additional  recompense, 
would  there  be  so  many  patient  women 
spending  long  hours  in  confined  service 
for  avowedly  poor  pay?  I  say  women 
advisedly,  for  though  there  undoubtedly 
be  men  who  know  the  sweet  satisfaction 
of  treasuring  this  subtle  payment,  still  in 


the  nature  of  the  case  their  number  must 
be  less  and  their  opportunities  fewer. 
One  does  not  imagine  the  well-salaried 
head  of  an  important  city  library  experi- 
encing as  frequent  payments  of  this  na- 
ture as  do  his  less-moneyed  assistants. 
Nor  do  all  assistants  share  in  it  alike. 
Perhaps  the  cataloger  who  sits  all  day 
at  her  desk  interprets  in  terms  of  her 
own,  the  satisfaction  she  feels  in  the 
consciousness  of  work  well  done;  cer- 
tainly, as  I  know  from  experience,  the 
reference  librarian  obtains  largess  of 
this  fairy  gold  in  the  knowledge  that  she 
has  by  so  many  questions  answered, 
helped  tiie  world  to  be  happier  that  day. 
The  children's  librarian  receives  the 
greater  part  of  her  salary  in  this  intan- 
gible compensation,  but  for  real  library 
perquisites,  I  commend  you  to  the  posi- 
tion of  librarian  in  a  friendly  small  town. 

If  she  thoroughly  does  her  duty,  great 
shall  be  her  reward  in  this  currency  of 
another  region !  At  the  end  of  five  years, 
if  her  head  is  not  visibly  swollen  by  the 
huge  over-payments  of  fairy  gold  pressed 
upon  her,  it  will  be  wholly  due  to  the 
fact  that  she  possesses  a  saving  sense  of 
humor.  After  all,  one  gets  used  to  the 
familiar  "You  always  know  everything  I 
want,  so  will  you  tell  me  this?"  or, 
"Mamma  wants  you  and  nobody  else  to 
choose  her  book  I"  But  is  it  not  a 
choice  and  shining  gold-piece  when  a 
daily  and  very  cranky  visitor  to  the  li- 
brary grudgingly  remarks  in  a  rare  mo- 
ment of  appreciation:  "I  like  to  come 
here.  Hiere's  a  pleasant  feeling  about 
this  place  and  you  folks  always  act  as 
if  you  liked  each  other  and  liked  to 

work  together.    Over  at  the 

library  diey're  always  finding  fault  with 
one  another." 

Like  to  work  tc^ether?  Why,  we  do! 
And  it  isn't  because  everything  always 
goes  smoothly.  Hard  proUems  and  diffi- 
cult situations  that  might  call  for  the  ap- 
plication of  an  oil-can  are  neither  un- 
known nor  infrequent.  But  we  have  dis- 
covered that  in  order  to  ensure  a  steady 
income  of  fairy  gold,  it  is  advisable,  nay, 
necessary,  to  provide  an  unfailing  store 
in  small  currency  for  distribution  over 
our  own  loan  counter.    And  this  library 
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supply,  like  most  of  the  world's  best 
wealth,  is  coined  in  purest  form  only 
when  the  machinery  is  running  without 
friction.  The  secret  of  seeming  har- 
monious is  really  to  be  sol  In  itself 
this  exercises  a  subtle  alchemy  upon  our 
work,  turning  hard  tasks  done  together 
into  the  best  of  fun.  It  is  easier  to  be 
pleasant  than  otherwise — even  to  the 
town  crank — when  we  know  that  a  smile 
expended  upon  the  general  public  will 
prove  indeed  a  bit  of  bread  upon  the 
water. 

Fairy  gold  comes  also  to  this  favored 
librarian  in  other  forms  than  pleasant 
words  and  persona]  popularity.  It  takes 
the  shape  of  flowers,  many  flowers,  some- 
times in  such  quantities  that  she  longs 
to  share  them  with  less  fortunate  libraries 
situated  in  city  slums.  A  tall  jar  of 
gladioli,  like  poised  pink  butterflies ; 
sweet  peas,  "a-tip-loe  for  a  flight";  a 
copper  pot  full  of  royal  purple  asters— 
any  one  of  these  would  be  a  glory  for 
the  children  of  "Little  Italy"  and  this 
especial  library  has  always  more  than 
its  share  of  blossoms.  It  is  blessed  not 
only  with  garden  blooms,  but  wild  ones 
in  their  season.  Arbutus,  cowslips,  car- 
dinal flower,  fringed  gentian,  witch 
hazel,  as  well  as  shy  and  unassuming 
orchids,  are  part  of  its  royal  perquisites. 
The  flowers  come  by  many  hands,  some- 
times in  a  luxurious  motor  car,  some- 
times in  a  rickety  old  farm  wagon,  by 
deaf  and  ancient  ladies,  who  can  be 
thanked  only  by  smiles,  by  little  chil- 
dren whose  tiny  fingers  find  short  stems 
more  comfortable  to  hold.  Fortunately 
the  janitor,  while  contemplating  with 
masculine  scorn  the  "mess"  flowers 
make,  patiently  tolerates  them  as  idiosyn- 
cracies  of  the  staff,  whom  he  privately 
considers  a  trifle  "touched." 

Dare  I  confess  that  library  perquisites 
may  go  still  further — admit  that  lower 
desk  drawers  sometimes  harbor  apples 
and  pears  instead  of  record  books  and 
letter-files?  Let  us  boldly  acknowledge 
it!  After  all,  what  is  fruit  but  a  flower 
a  stage  farther  in  development?  Still, 
there  is  a  corporeal  difference.  Flowers 
fade  gracefully,  but  when  there  are  so 
many  pears  that  one  can't  keep  pace  with 


their  ripening  proclivities,  after  a  hot 
Sunday,  one  may  be  encountered  on 
Monday  morning  by  a  sternly  suspicious 
scrub-woman  who  "smells  a  smell  about 
that  there  desk !" 

Beyond  flowers  and  perishable  fruit 
lies  a  debatable  land.  Flower  seeds 
from  other  garden -lovers,  plants  for  the 
reading-room  pass  with  approval.  Ice- 
cream suddenly  presented  on  a  scorching 
July  day,  may,  I  maintain,  be  accepted 
with  thanks,  provided  that  the  demands 
of  the  public  permit  one  to  retire  into 
privacy  to  consume  it.  Nor  can  a  little 
loaf  of  hot  gingerbread  be  refused,  espe- 
cially since  the  careworn  woman  who 
brings  it  is  the  wife  of  the  bed-ridden 
carpenter  for  whom,  for  many  a  long 
month,  you  have  been  choosing  books  to 
lighten  his  imprisonment. 

Then  there  is  the  case  of  the  Meth- 
odist minister,  a  boyish  and  jolly  indi- 
vidual with  an  inveterate  sweet  tooth 
which  formerly  demanded  soothing  sus- 
tenance in  the  reading-room.  Since  the 
children — who  may  not  eat  candy  nor 
chew  gum — considered  this  breach  of 
library  etiquette  with  grave  eyes  and  ex- 
pectant looks,  the  occasion  demanded 
courageous  action.  The  Methodist  min- 
ister is  not  my  pastor,  so  far  be  it  from 
me  to  criticize  the  manner  in  which  he 
now  tarries  in  the  vestibule  until  he 
catches  my  eye,  when  he  ostentatiously 
eats  marshmallows,  to  the  detriment  of 
both  his  dignity  and  my  own.  Nor  do  I 
find  it  difficult  to  guess  what  freakish 
unseen  hand  has  tucked  that  chocolate 
peppermint  under  a  pile  of  borrowers' 
cards  on  the  loan  desk,  or  disposed  a 
blatant  gum-drop  on  the  typewriter  keys. 
Yet  no  doubt  that  man  has  preached  a 
sometime  sermon  from  the  text,  "Lead 
us  not  into  temptation  1"  For  fugitive 
bits  of  candy  I  care  nothing,  but  the  con- 
trast of  his  whimsical  mischievousness 
with  the  real  and  sorrowful  burdens  that 
I  know  he  constantly  bears,  is  as  so  much 
fairy  gold  in  my  lockers. 

But,  on  the  whole,  to  my  recommen- 
dation of  a  library  in  a  small  town  let 
me  add  the  stipulation  that  the  town 
shall  be  the  home  of  a  boys'  school.  Five 
or  six  hundred  lads  may  add  much  to 
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the  gaiety  of  the  community  and  not  a 
tittle  to  the  fairy  gold  stored  away  by 
the  librarian.  Very  pleasant  is  the 
tribute  paid  by  the  printed  postcards  sent 
by  debate  leaders  to  the  members  of  their 
team.  "To  Mr  Blank,"  it  reads.  "You 
are  assigned  to  the  affirmative  side  of 
the  question,  'Shall  women  be  allowed  to 
vote?'  Date,  Nov.  IS."  So  much  is 
a  printed  form,  but  at  the  bottom  the 
leader  has  scribbled :  "Go  to  the  public  li- 
brary ;  they'll  help  you."  This  addendiun 
becomes  a  true  addition  to  one's  private 
treasury  when  presented  by  an  engaging 
youth  who  remarks  with  cheerful  frank- 
ness :  "They've  given  me  the  affirmative ! 
Gee,  isn't  that  the  limit?  Will  you  help 
me  out?" 

One  day  some  thirty  big  boys  filled 
the  reading-room  with  sounds  of  pencils 
agonizing  over  prize  essays.  I  had 
settled  down  for  a  period  of  calm  after 
a  wild  storm  of  eager  questions  and 
appeals  concerning  fifteen  different  sub- 
jects, from  the  Panama  canal  and  the 
recall  of  judges  to  the  private  life  of 
Mark  Twain;  earnest  queries  from  nice 
boys  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  help.  Into 
this  atmosphere  of  furious  and  concen- 
trated study  came  with  its  mother  a 
small  and  enchanting  bit  of  babyhood, 
white  and  woolly  from  top  to  toe,  with 
soft  pink  cheeks  and  a  radiant  smile  for 
a  world  that  it  found  most  friendly.  On 
leaving  the  library  it  turned  at  the  door 
to  wave  two  fuzzy  mittens  comprehen- 
sively at  the  boys,  remarking  very  sweetly 
and  audibly,  "Good-bye  I"  Amid  the 
wave  of  amusement  that  swept  the  read- 
ing room,  a  charming  revelation  of 
wholesome  human  nature  appeared  to 
one  observant  pair  of  eyes.  From  her 
high  chair  the  librarian  took  note  that 
every  one  of  those  big  boys  paused  to 
smile  at  the  small  white  atom,  and  that 
several  waved  it  a  cordial  salute. 

Oh,  the  librarian  of  a  little  town  may 
see  much  from  her  point  of  vantage, 
much  that  perhaps  passes  unnoticed  in 
a  larger  library  bemuse  there  the  per- 
sonal touch  must  necessarily  be  less. 
One  cannot  know  the  borrowers  in  a  big 
city  as  one  knows  them  in  a  community 
of  seven  thousand  people,  a  community 


that  is  noted  for  its  liberality  and  sweet 
spirit  of  friendliness.  Faith  in  the  ulti- 
mate good,  belief  that  the  fundamental 
forces  of  the  world  work  together  for 
righteousness  must  come  to  one  who 
looks  upon  human  nature  from  such  a 
library  desk.  The  "holy  terrors"  of  a 
few  years  ago  have  grown  into  gentle- 
manly and  self-respecting  lads;  m  an- 
other few  years  our  present  thorns  in 
the  flesh  will  no  longer  be  imps  incar- 
nate but  desirable  members  of  society. 
Tragedy  and  comedy  alike  visit  our 
reading  room,  and  many  a  little  drama 
is  played  before  eyes  that  have  learned 
to  see.  And  is  not  this  insight  into  the 
lives  and  motives  of  other  people,  quiet, 
courageous  .souls  that  sometimes  inhabit 
very  common  clay,  perhaps  the  most 
precious  installment  of  fairy  gold  that 
can  come  to  a  librarian? 


The  Battle  of  the  Books 

I  am  fresh  from  an  experience  pleas- 
antly confirming  one's  faith  in  the 
classics.  Out  of  a  class  of  sophomores, 
about  40  in  number,  nearly  half,  mak- 
ing choice  from  a  dozen  titles,  chose  for 
one  book,  John  IngUsattt.  It  is  true  that 
the  choice  in  itself  is  not  significant;  for 
there  were  no  best  sellers  offered  as 
options  and  special  emphasis  was  put 
upon  John  Ingiesant.  Moreover  it  must 
be  admitted  that  a  niunber  found  the  ro- 
mance tedious,  one  intolerably  so;  all 
admitted  that  it  made  hiard  reading.  On 
the  other  hand  one  lad  who  made  tearful 
work  of  Woodstock  came  through  Ingie- 
sant with  comprehension  and  enjoyment. 
A  number  said  they  would  not  choose 
such  a  book  for  pastime,  yet  found  that 
concentration  made  it  intensely  interest- 
ing. Two  raised  the  question  why  Short- 
house  was  not  as  generally  known  as  say 
Churchill,  declaring  that  his  tale  was  en- 
trancing, and  wanted  to  be  directed  to 
other  of  the  author's  books.  One  must 
allow  a  little  discount  for  a  desire  to  say 
to  the  instructor  the  expected  thing;  but 
the  conferences  were  invariably  frank 
and  informal,  so  that  there  remains  a  cer- 
tainty of  very  considerable  enjoyment  of 
a  classic  so  severe  as  John  Ingiesant. 
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and  that  too  on  the  part  of  students  who 
have  not  been  great  readers  and  whose 
reading  has  largely  been  current  light 
fiction. 

I  am  moved  to  bring  this  experience  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  public  as  I  have  felt 
for  some  weeks  that  the  time  must  be  at 
hand  for  one  of  the  periodical  onslaughts, 
imitative  of  Voltaire's  mood  toward 
Dante,  upon  the  old  masters  in  literature. 
Moreover  this  evidence  is  re-enforced  by 
our  usual  experience.  It  is  with  us  a 
part  of  the  English  course  to  make  oral 
reports  in  private  upon  half  a  dozen 
books  a  year;  books  of  the  day  are  often 
allowed,  in  fact  in  many  cases  no  re- 
striction is  made  at  all,  except  to  rule 
out  individually  now  and  then  a  choice 
of  mere  froth.  Yet  we  find  every  year 
that  the  percentage  of  classics  is  greater 
than  of  the  merely  popular,  that  Dickens; 
Thackeray,  Eliot,  Austen,  and  Scott  al- 
ways appear,  oftentimes  Mrs.  Gaskell, 
Charlotte  Bronte,  and  Kingsley. 

Of  course  no  one  contends,  I  sup- 
pose, that  one  gets  the  same  kind  of  en- 
joyment or  an  equal  degree  of  excite- 
ment from  the  Newcomes  and  from  The 
prisoner  of  Zenda.  But  it  is  inconceive- 
able  to  me  that  any  mind  worth  the  name 
is  not  at  times  open  enough  to  be  en- 
riched by  Henry  Esmond;  in  other  moods 
other  books,  but  Jet  not  our  best  moments 
be  starved  for  want  of  the  right  food. 
Of  course  our  nominally  successful  war 
upon  illiteracy  has  not  yet  broken  up  the 
mental  inertia  of  ages.  There  is  many  a 
reader  to-day  whose  grandparents  read 
not  at  all  and  whose  minds  have  not  yet 

frown  much  beyond  the  juvenile  stage, 
t  is  true  to  be  sure  that  the  difference 
is  not  between  adult  and  juvenile;  for 
there  are  classic  juveniles.  Yet  it  is  not 
far  from  the  truth  to  say  that  the  mind 
is  rather  childish  which  can  never  take 
stronger  meat  than  Mrs  Barclay,  or 
Harold  Wright.  When  therefore  one 
who  in  his  name  carries  the  tradition  of 
centuries  of  New  England  learning  over- 
throws the  classics  with  short  shrift,  one 
can't  help  the  suspicion  that  he  resorts 
to  these  antics  in  order  to  startle  his 
readers  into  thought.  But  the  aim  of 
this  communication  is  not  to  find  reasons 


but  simply  to  cite  experience  that  classics 
have  life. 

Of  course  reprints  are  not  necessarily 
convincing;  those  in  gold  and  morocco 
make  cheap  ornaments.  But  surely  no 
one  buys  Everyman's  Library  for  orna- 
ment. Such  reprints  are  convincing  evi- 
dence that  there  is  a  sure  public,  a  con  ■ 
stant  demand  for  Dickens  and  Scott  and 
Homer  and  Cooper.  Every  age  more- 
over has  had  its  detractors  of  the  classic ; 
at  least  I  suspect  that  the  preacher  who 
complained  because  of  the  making  of 
over-many  books  meant  to  imply  a  mild 
reproof  for  the  parishioner  who  did  not 
find  sufficient  satisfaction  in  the  Tragedy 
of  Job  and  the  Idyll  of  Ruth.  Yet  it 
must  be  admitted  that  not  only  is  the 
classic  not  suited  to  our  every  mood,  to 
some  minds  some  classics  seem  never 
suited.  Humbly  the  writer,  yes,  rather 
shamefacedly,  confesses  that  there  are 
some  he  has  never  been  able  to  read  and 
that  others  need  the  stimulus  to  be  had  in 
reading  aloud,  contact  with  another  mind. 
When  mind  and  book  fail  to  agree  there 
are  two  chances  as  to  where  the  fault 
lies.  Those  who  exult  in  an  ignorant 
superiority  to  the  Ihad  or  in  finding  the 
Vicar  vacuous,  perhaps  are  only  making 
the  mistake  of  advertizing  their  own 
emptiness.  Surely  one  should  not  open- 
ly rejoice  in  the  lack  of  taste  and  sense. 
Perhaps  the  modesty  of  a  prayer,  not 
the  pharisee's,  might  in  the  infinity  of 
time,  lift  such  a  defective  to  the  plane  of 
Victorian,  if  not  Peridean,  appreciation. 
To  be  a  classic  is  simply  to  have  stood 
the  test  of  time,  measured  of  course  in 
enduring  opinion;  the  individual  whim 
that  chortles  over  an  unreadable  f  icor  is 
unthinkable  as  a  standard  of  general 
choice. 

Silence  is  the  only  answer  necessary 
to  such  whim;  time  gives  the  final  an- 
swer. Yet  even  the  sanest  have  felt  ap- 
prehension at  the  vociferous  rejection 
of  the  sifted  food  of  the  ages.  The  im- 
pressionable Ruskin,  in  the  early  seven- 
ties lamented  that  the  good  of  Sir  Walter 
was  for  that  age  non-eflicacious,  for  no- 
body read  him ;  he  was  brought  up  short 
by  a  correspondent  who  showed  that  in 
the  very  year  of  Ruskin's  complaint,  250,- 
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000  copies  of  Waverly  had  been  sold  in 
tfie  United  Kingdom,  his  correspondent 
being  no  less  a  person  than  Dr  John 
Brown,  though  Dr  Brown  felt  obliged  to 
admit  that  Miss  Edgeworth  no  longer 
had  a  reader.  Doubtless  Dr  Brown  was 
himself  in  error;  at  least  to-day,  forty 
years  later  Miss  Edgeworth  has  for  some 
of  her  books  many  publishers ;  some  that 
long  were  neglected"  have  again  seen  the 
light. 

One  final  bit  of  evidence,  evidence  of 
the  perennial  attractiveness  of  the  classic, 
evidence  too  that  children  need  librarian 
or  parent  to  put  the  classics  in  their  way. 
A  girl  of  ten,  asking  to  be  read  to,  lis- 
tened intently  to  The  Abbot;  on  its  com- 
pletion demanded  another;  when  Quentin 
Durward  was  finished,  still  clamored  for 
more ;  the  consent  to  continue  the  reading 
was  reluctantly  given,  for  the  reader  was 
a  busy  person ;  but  in  six  months  there 
had  been  read  also  Martnion  and  The  lay 
of  the  last  minstrel,  Woodstock  and 
Domby  and  Son.  Honesty  compels  the 
admission  that  the  reading  of  the  last 
went  hard,  .,    ,, 

No  Name. 


A  Little  Tin  Station 
Cedar  Kapids,  Iowa 

The  part  of  town  where  the  station  is 
situated  is  a  new  addition,  about  two 
miles  from  the  main  library,  A  part  of 
it,  which  lies  across  a  slough,  was  for- 
merly called  "Dundee,"  and  in  this 
there  lived  what  were  called  "Slough- 
rangers,"  making  it  on  a  small  scale  al- 
most like  a  slum  district.  While  there 
are  'only  a  few  of  these  people  left,  the 
place  has  extended  until  there  are  about 
500  people  living  in  this  community,  and 
these,  for  the  most  part  very  thrifty, 
owning  their  own  homes,  or  buying  and 
building  on  the  installment  plan.  There 
arc  several  large  factories  in  the  vicinity, 
which  has  brought  a  great  many  of  the 
people  there,  a  number  of  which  are  of 
Bohemian  nationality. 

As  we  found  that  the  people  living  here 
were  neither  using  the  hbrary,  nor  knew 
much  about  it,  we  thought  it  time  books 
were  being  taken  to  them. 

We  obtained  permission  last  summer 


to  use  the  little  mission  chapel  there  for 
a  library  station,  where  we  gave  out 
books  once  a  week,  and  held  a  story 
hour  for  the  children.  While  we  felt 
that  the  people  responded  very  well,  yet 
there  always  seems  to  be  a  feeling  about 
a  church,  that  unless  one  is  a  member 
of  that  particular  church  he  does  not  feel 
free  to  go  there.  Then  we  began  to  look 
around  for  another  location,  and  the  only 
place  was  in  a  Htde  grocery  store,  where 
there  was  not  sufficient  room.  The 
owner  of  the  store,  who  is  a  thrifty 
Bohemian,  became  very  much  interested 
and  was  anxious  to  help  us  get  some 
place.  He  owns  a  vacant  lot  back  of 
his  store,  on  which  he  had  given  the  city 
permission  to  erect  a  portable  red  zinc, 
steel  or  tin  (whichever  they  are)  voting 
.booth.  He  said  he  would  be  willing  to 
give  us  the  use  of  the  ground  if  the  city 
would  let  us  use  the  building  permanently 
for  our  station,  and  he  would  do  the 
janitor  work  for  a  very  nominal  fee.  We 
immediately  got  into  communication  with 
a  member  of  the  city  council,  who  be- 
came very  much  interested  in  the  proposi- 
tion and  granted  us  the  use  of  the  build- 
ing, and  we  took  possession  the  day  after 
election. 

Being  of  tin,  it  is  needless  to  say  that 
the  building  is  fireproof  and  is  12  by  21 
feet  in  size.  It  is  large  enough  to  have 
one  long  office  table,  a  dozen  chairs,  a 
couple  wood  boxes  and  book  shelves  all 
along  one  side.  There  are  windows  on 
one  side  only,  which  give  us  plenty  of 
light  and  we  have  electricity  if  wc  need 
more. 

We  have  a  large  library  sign  suspended 
on  the  outside  giving  the  time  of  opening 
which  is  one  afternoon  a  week  from  four 
until  six  o'clock.  For  those  two  hours 
the  college  girl  who  assists  me  and  I  are 
kept  constantly  on  the  move  charging  and 
discharging  books,  selecting  a  good  Dook 
for  father,  a  Western  story  for  big 
brother,  a  detective  story  for  uncle,  and 
good  love  stories  for  mother  and  sister. 
Oh  1  to  be  able  to  write  a  detective  story 
or  a  Western  story  every  time  one  is 
asked  for,  my  fortune  would  be  made. 
Most  of  the  patrons  so  far  are  children, 
who    take    the    books    home    for    their 
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parents,  although  the  adults  are  begin- 
ning to  come  now,  too,  mostly  women, 
however,  though  a  man  and  his  dog 
strays  in  now  and  then. 

To  add  to  the  excitement,  we  have  a 
lovely  wood  fire  to  keep  up,  which  either 
gets  so  hot  that  the  children  nearly  bum 
up,  or  dies  down  until  we  nearly  freeze 
to  death.  Every  week  we  rescue  from 
six  to  a  dozen  children  from  burning 
their  clothes  off,  for  in  their  eagerness 
to  get  a  booic  they  forget  about  the  stove, 
get  too  near,  and  the  consequence  is  a 
smell  of  something  scorched.  We  then 
find  clothes  sliced  to  a  nice  brown.  Such, 
the  joys  of  a  wood  stove ! 

Our  6rst  day  in  our  new  home  was  a 
thriller.  It  took  all  the  self-control  we 
could  muster  up  to  keep  from  going 
straight  up  through  the  roof.  The  young- 
sters took  occasion  to  welcome  us  by 
bombarding  us  with  stones,  and  you  can 
imagine  the  sensation  one  would  receive 
sifting  on  the  inside.  Talk  about  Ger- 
man bombardments  t  I  can't  believe 
they  could  be  much  worse.  However, 
we  came  out  of  that  siege  all  right  and 
only  occasionally  young  America  breaks 
forth  again. 

They  are  eager  now  for  the  story  hour 
which  we  have  every  week,  when  we 
have  between  40  and  50  children,  ranging 
in  ages  from  four  to  sixty-five.  Not 
having  a  very  spacious  place,  and  to  get 
them  in,  we  have  children  in  the  wood 
boxes,  children  stacked  all  over  the  table, 
children  two  and  three  deep  on  each 
chair,  and  then  some  standing.  Some 
with  faces  so  dirty  you  wonder  if  they 
ever  saw  soap  and  water,  but  they  enjoy 
the  stories  just  the  same. 

We  have  such  an  excellent  plan  for 
petting  story  tellers  that  we  do  not  have 
to  draw  on  the  resources  of  the  library. 
At  Coe  college  here,  in  the  public  speak- 
ing department,  there  is  a  class  in  story 
telling,  and  as  we  furnish  most  of  the 
books  for  their  stories,  I  suj^rested  to 
the  head  of  the  department  that  she  give 
the  girls  real  practice  work  in  telling 
stones  to  children  and  allow  them  credit 
for  the  work.  This  she  was  very  glad 
to  do.  Two  girls  come  every  week,  and 
it  is  most  satisfactory.    There  is  always 


great  excitement  until  the  "story  ladies" 

We  have  about  300  books  with  an 
average  circulation  of  something  over  a 
hundred  each  week,  so  we  feel  very  much 
encouraged.  Anyway,  I  am  enjoying  the 
experience  immensely,  and  I  hope  if  the 
wind  does  pick  us  up  it  will  drop  us  again 
in  as  interesting  a  community  as  this  one, 
Fannie  Wolfe. 


Bases  of  Computation 
New  York,  March  28,  1917. 
Editor,  Public  Libraries  : 

In  the  March  number  of  Public  Li- 
braries are  printed  "some  recent  figures" 
which  are  said  to  have  been  "compiled 
at  the  Public  library  of  Washington, 
D.  C,"  giving  "the  cost  of  circulation  of 
books  in  ten  cities."  The  wording  of  the 
item  would,  I  think,  indicate  that  the  fig- 
ures given  represent  the  cost  per  vol- 
ume of  circulation  in  the  libraries  men- 
tioned. As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  rep- 
resent the  expenditure  per  capita;  and 
even  so,  that  for  Philadelphia  is  not 
printed  as  given  in  Mr  Bowerman's  an- 
nual report.  The  expenditure  per  capita 
for  Philadelphia,  according  to  his  table, 
was  17  cents. 

While  the  figures  printed  in  Mr  Bower- 
man's  table  seem  to  be  sufiiciently  ac- 
curate, do  you  not  think  there  is  en- 
tirely too  much  careless  compilation  of 
library  statistics,  designed  for  local  con- 
sumption, and  intended  to  serve  particu- 
lar local  needs?  A  librarian  wants  to 
show  how  economically  he  runs  his  li- 
brary, so  he  prepares  a  table  of  statistics, 
and  selects  the  elements  for  his  compula- 
tion so  that  they  may  serve  his  purpose. 

An  example  of  this  is  printed  in  the 
Report  of  the  Cleveland  public  library 
for  the  year  1915,  The  president  of  the 
board,  in  his  portion  of  the  report,  esti- 
mates the  per  capita  circulation  of  the 
public  libraries  of  Boston,  Chicago,  New 
York  and  Qeveland,  For  the  New  York 
public  library  he  puts  down  not  only  the 
number  of  volumes  in  our  circulation  de- 
partment, but  includes  in  his  table  about 
a  million  volumes  in  our  reference  de- 
partment,   not    one    of    which    is    ever 
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allowed  to  go  out  of  the  building.  The 
fact  that  the  New  York  public  library 
consists  of  two  wholly  different  libraries 
under  one  general  administration,  is  en- 
tirely ignored.  It  is  just  as  absurd  and 
unfair  to  include  the  volumes  in  our  large 
reference  department  in  such  computa- 
tions as  it  would  be  to  include  the  nimi- 
ber  of  volumes  in  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress with  those  in  the  Public  library  of 
the  District  of  Columbia.  If  Congress 
should  place  those  two  libraries  in  Wash- 
ington under  one  general  administration, 
the  makers  of  comparative  tables  of  li- 
brary statistics  for  local  consumption 
would  be  able  to  make  a  bad  showing 
for  the  Public  library  of  the  District  of 
Columbia.  In  the  text  of  Mr  Bower- 
man's  report,  and  in  the  footnote  to  his 
statistical  table  he  brings  in  the  annual 
cost  of  our  reference  library,  but  it  does 
not  seem  to  have  occurred  to  him  to  add 
the  annual  expenditures  of  the  Library 
of  Congress  to  those  of  his  own  library, 
though  they  are  both  maintained  by  the 
United  States  Government. 

E.  H.  Anderson,  Director. 
New  York  public  library. 


Personal  Reading  of  the  Librarian 
Editor  Public  Libraries: 

I  had  rather  an  interesting  experience 
at  a  recent  library  meeting  attended  by 
library  workers  from  two  states.  While 
we  were  enjoying  a  banquet,  provided  by 
our  coitreous  hosts,  I  passed  around  a 
little  book  asking  librarians  to  write  their 
own  name  and  address  and  the  name  of  a 
book  that  had  interested  them  recently. 
I  am  thinking  that  perhaps  other  libra- 
rians will  be  interested  in  seeing  this  list, 
so  I  am  sending  it  to  you,  asking  a  place 
for  it  in  Public  Libraries. 

Mabel  F.  Blakeslee. 

Rugglea  of  Red  Gap. 

Field,  forest  and  stream— Fred  Barde. 

Life  and  letters  of  John  Hay— Thajrer. 

Crescent  moon. 

From  alien  to  citizfn. 

Life  of  a  bee. 

Harbor— Poole. 

Divine   fire — Sinclair. 

Real  adventure. 

Ultimate  belief— A.  C.  Brock. 

Alaska  days  with  John  Muir. 

Collected  poems  of  Rupert  Brook*. 


"Calm  yourself." 

Joyful  heart— Schauffler, 
ty    lady    of    the     Chinese     courtyard — 

What  men  live  by— Cabot. 

Democracy — A.  Carnegie. 

Taxation  of  land  values — Post. 

My  boyhood  and  youth — ^John  Muir. 

Life  of  William  R.  Nelson,  by  aUfl  of 
the  K.  C.  Star. 

Wider  use  of  the  school  plant — Perry. 

Lea  Miserables. 

Book  clinic — Samuel  Crothers. 

Autobiography  of  Joseph  Jefferson. 

Autobiography  of  Benvenuto  Cellini. 

Country  of  the  ring  and  the  book. 

Miscellaneous  writings  of  Mary  Baker 
Eddy. 

Boy  problems  in  the  home — Forbush. 

Essay  on  literature — Lectures  given  by 
Lafcadio  Hearn  to  Japanese  students  and 
collected  from  their  notes. 

My  year  of  the  great  war — Palmer. 

Peg  along — Walton. 

Way  of  all  fiesh— Butler. 

And  then  came  Jean — Uaaon. 

Dark  forest— Walpole. 


Information  for  Headquarters 
The  A.  L.  A,  Headquarters  has  sent 
out  a  "Form  for  library  statistics"  adapt- 
ed, it  is  believed,  to  the  needs  of  both 
public  and  institutional  libraries  and  li- 
brarians are  requested  to  fill  it  out  to  the 
best  of  their  ability  and  return  it  to  the 
secretary  of  the  A.  L.  A.  not  later  than 
May  1.  It  is  not  expected  that  any  one 
librarian  will  answer  all  the  questions 
which  the  form  contains. 


For  Distribution 

The  New  York  slate  library  has  is- 
sued title  pages  for  the  following  com- 
pleted volumes  of  bulletins : 

Bibliography  Bulletins  51-60,  v.  5. 

Library  School  BullettHs  31-40,  v.  4. 

A  limited  number  was  printed  and  no 
general  distribution  will  be  made.  Re- 
quests to  the  New  York  state  library 
from  institutions  desiring  them,  will  be 
granted  as  long  as  the  supply  lasts. 


The  local  committees  of  Louisville, 
Geo.  T,  Settle,  chairman,  are  busy  on 
plans  for  the  success  and  comfort  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  meeting. 

A  handbook  of  Louisville  will  l>e 
mailed  upon  receipt  of  2c  postage,  as 
long  as  the  edition  lasts. 
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BiUit^^pbical  Research  in  the 

Americas 

An  interesting  correspondence  has 
been  taking  place  between  the  Interna- 
tional High  Commission,  U.  S.  section, 
and  the  Librarian  of  Coi^rcss,  in  which 
the  Honorable  L.  S.  Rowe,  secretary- 
general,  calls  attention  to  the  great  need 
that  is  felt  by  those  engaged  in  scientific 
and  historical  research  because  of  the 
few  sources  of  bibliographical  informa- 
tion, relating  to  Latin- America.  He  tells 
also  of  the  protracted  effort  made  by 
learned  bodies  in  South  America  to  es- 
tablish a  bibliographical  review  which 
should  contain  data  of  the  major  works 
and  serial  publications  emanating  from 
any  American  country,  but  adds  there  is 
nil  likelihood  at  present  of  anything  be- 
ing done  along  this  line. 

Dr  Rowe  calls  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  Revisla  de  Bibliografia  CkUena 
y  Extranjera,  published  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  National  library  of  Chile  in 
co-operation  with  the  National  univer- 
sity, would  go  a  long  way  toward  supply- 
ing the  want  of  adequate  bibliographical 
information.  This  review  contains  a 
most  detailed  bibliography  of  Chilean 
publications,  a  general  American  bibliog- 
raphy— North,  South  and  Central — a 
general  European  bibliography,  neces- 
sarily much  restricted,  and  a  supplement 
of  general  Chilean  bibliography. 

Dr  Rowe  thinks  if  a  number  of  sub- 
scriptions from  learned  institutions  and 
libraries  to  this  review  could  be  "secured, 
it  is  probable  that  the  latter  would  find 
itself  in  a  position  to  enlarge  considerably 
its  sections  on  the  other  countries  of 
South  America.  This  is  what  is  prin- 
cipally lacking  at  this  time.  By  an  ex- 
change of  publications,  it  is  possible  to 
make  the  North  American  bibliography 
more  familiar  to  South  and  Central 
American  scholars,  but  unless  something 
is  done  to  strengthen  some  practical  and 
already  existing  publication,  such  as  this 
Chilean  review,  the  lack  of  knowledge  of 
I^t in- American  bibliography  in  North 
America  will  continue  to  be  handicapped. 

Dr  Rowe  suggests  that  measures  be 
devised  for  more  extensive  use  and  cir- 


culation of  this  review  in  the  United 
States,  asking  the  assistance  of  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress  both  in  furnishing  ma- 
terial and  in  distributing  knowledge  of 
the  work  in  Pan  American  research. 
If  a  large  number  of  universities  and 
municipal  librarians  should  subscribe  to 
the  Chilean  review  and  besides  furnish 
it  with  material,  it  would  greatly  assist 
in  solving  the  problem. 

Dr  Putnam,  Librarian  of  Congress,  in  . 
answer,  assured  Dr  Rowe  of  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Library  of  Congress  not  only 
in  subscription  and  publicity,  but  by  re- 
sponding to  any  requests  of  the  editor 
for  bibliographical  material.  Dr  Putnam 
will  be  glad  to  receive  assurances  of  sym- 
pathy and  co-operation  in  the  project 
from  learned  societies,  librarians  and 
those  interested  throughout  the  country. 


Work  of  Classification  Committee 
The  D.  C.  advisory  committee  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  has  sent  out  a  circular  to  its 
members  asking  what  numbers  shall  be 
assigned  to  those  important  subjects 
which  require  numbers.  The  subjects 
under  discussion  are: 

1.  Photoplays  (Moving  pictures). 

2.  Vocational  guidance. 

3.  Scientific  management. 

4.  Preparedness. 

5.  Cities  and  towns — Planning. 

6.  Agricultural  credit 

7.  Resources,  Natural. 

8.  Boy  scouts. 

5.     ChiW  welfare. 

10.  Social  surveys. 

11.  Moving  picture  drama. 

12.  Color  photography. 

13.  Negro   (general   no.). 

14.  Utilities,  public. 

15.  Government      ownership     of     public 
utilities. 

16.  X-rays. 

17.  Industrial  efficiency. 

18.  Radioactivity. 

19.  Salesmanship. 

20.  New  thought. 

21.  Camp-lire  girls. 

22.  Social  centers. 

23.  Public  service  corporations. 

24.  Mothers'  pensions. 

25.  Pageants. 

26.  Motorcycles. 

27.  Employers'  liability. 

28.  Social  psychology. 

29.  Social  settlements.  ., 
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Change  in  the  BookMit—  Notice  is  given 
in  the  May  number  of  the  A.  L.  A.  Book- 
list that  a  proposal  to  reprint  its  con- 
tents by  The  Dial  of  Chicago,  is  under 
consideration.  This  will  give  its  contents 
a  much  wider  distribution  than  is  pos- 
sessed at  present  and  may  also  be  con- 
sidered a  mark  of  distinction,  since  it 
means  recognition  by  the  leading  critical 
review  of  the  country.  Those  interested 
in  the  Booklist  have  reason  lo  be  proud 
of  the  compliment.  If  the  proposal  is 
accepted,  the  size  and  makeup  of  the 
Booklist  will  be  changed  to  conform  to 
those  of  The  Dial.  The  idea  of  distribu- 
tion is  a  good  one  but  there  will  be  some 
who  will  regret  the  loss  of  "pocket  size." 

The  A.  L.  A,  mcetinK— In  May,  most  of 
the  decisions  relating  to  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  A,  L,  A.  will  be  made.  There 
may  be  the  best  attendance  in  the  record, 
one  hopes  there  will  be,  and  again,  na- 
tional conditions  may  militate  against  it. 
But   there   are  two  things   which   must 


not  be  forgotten — the  incomparable  repu-  I 

tation  for  hospitality  which  belongs  justly 
to  Louisville  with  its  dozen  good  libraries 
of  every  kind.  And  second,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  it  often  happens  to  be 
downright  cold  in  that  region  at  that 
season  of  the  year.  It  may  be  warm; 
it  will  not  be  hot.  Further  than  this, 
matters  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive 
board  which  speaks  for  itself. 

Let  all  who  can,  plan  to  attend  the 
meeting  at  I-ouisville  determined  to  get 
something  out  of  it  and  satisfaction  will 
attend  their  efforts. 

A  belated  new  building— According  to 
the  daily  press,  the  obstacles,  mostly 
legal,  in  the  way  of  the  carrying  out  of 
the  plans  for  a  new  building  for  the 
Philadelphia  free  library,  have  been  re- 
moved at  last  and  the  contractors  are 
promising  to  push  forward  the  comple- 
tion of  the  building  with  the  greatest 
possible  rapidity. 

It  has  been  a  number  of  years  since 
the  project  of  a  new  building  was  first 
brought  up  by  the  late  Dr  John  Thomson 
and  its  development  has  been  mostly 
marked  by  obstructions  of  various  kinds 
which  same  have  not  been  calculated  to 
enthuse  either  the  library  administration 
or  the  public  in  the  work  of  either  pro- 
viding or  using  the  opportunity  always 
afforded  by  new  conditions,  to  make  the 
library  service  a  more  vital  force  in  the 
education  of  the  community.  In  the 
interim,  the  main  library  has  been 
crowded  into  small,  inconvenient  quar- 
ters, inadequate  for  the  work  which  the 
library  was  set  to  do. 

The  best  wishes  and  heartiest  interest 
of  the  other  library  centers  will  be  with 
the  Philadelphia  free  library  in  the  new 
prospect  for  better  conditions  within  and 
without  the  library,  that  opens  with  the 
new  building. 
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A  proper  actioi^— The  resignation  of 
Miss  Grace  Ingersoll  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Coming,  N.  Y.,  has  been  an- 
nounced. 

The  reason  given  in  the  local  papers 
for  her  resignation,  was  that  notwith- 
standing the  salary  offered,  $55  a 
month  to  continue  in  ber  present  ca- 
pacity, Miss  Ingersoll  stated  she  could 
not  see  her  way  clear  to  do  so  unless  an 
assistant  was  provided.  The  library  is 
opened  six  hours  a  day  from  one  to  five 
and  from  seven  to  nine. 

Without  knowing  anything  of  Miss  In- 
gersoll personally,  or  of  her  work,  PuBuc 
Libraries  is  inclined  to  congratulate  this 
librarian  on  the  wisdom  which  moves 
her  to  refuse  to  be  tied  to  any  institution 
with  no  one  to  share  either  its  responsi- 
bilities, its  duties  or  its  pleasures.  It 
is  most  evident  that  the  library  of  the 
town  is  qualified  as  a  piece  of  bric-a- 
brac,  rather  than  as  an  institution  calcu- 
lated to  be  an  educational  force  in  a  city 
of  several  thousand  inhabitants,  a  large 
number  of  whom  are  engaged  in  busi- 
ness, manufacture  and  other  activities, 
where  definite,  up-to-date  information  is 
needed  every  day  in  their  work. 

Working  up  intereat.— The  Public  li- 
brary of  Jacksonville,  111.,  is  in  the  first 
rank  of  those  libraries  which  are  doing 
special  work  for  the  medical  people  of 
the  community. 

The  Morgan  County  medical  society 
has  long  had  its  own  library  stored  in 
the  Jacksonville  public  library,  has  had 
a  special  librarian  and  it  contributes  in 
many  ways  to  the  up-building  of  the  in- 
terest in  catalogs,  classification  and  li- 
brary service  generally  touching  medical 
literature. 

The  library  keeps  in  close  touch  with 
the  medical  interests  in  the  community. 


A  late  form  of  endeavor  is  a  contest 
(See  page  193)  which  doubtless  is 
backed  by  the  medical  society.  The  con- 
test is  open  to  anyone,  though  special  in- 
terest on  the  part  of  librarians  in  Illinois 
is  looked  for.  The  thought  back  of  it 
is  to  interest  more  people  in  the  public 
library  and  in  the  circulars  which  the 
library  is  sending  out,  attention  is  called 
to  the  assistance  that  newspapers  can  be 
in  such  a  case.  It  mentions,  also,  that 
there  are  over  25  physicians  and  surg- 
eons listed  in  the  Dickens'  dictionary, 
Balzac's  Country  doctor,  Mitchell's  Auto- 
bic^raphy  of  a  quack  and  the  lovable 
doctor  who  lived  Beside  the  Bonnie  Briar 
Bush,  as  material  for  critical  notes  in 
regard  to  the  contest. 

The  result  will  be  given  in  Public  Li- 
BRAKiES  when  the  contest  closes. 


International  Day — May  18 

An  urgent  request  from  Mrs  Fanny 
Fern  Andrews,  chairman  of  the  Inter- 
national section  of  the  N.  E.  A.,  to  the 
children's  librarians  over  the  country  to 
join  with  the  schools  in  devoting  atten- 
tion on  International  day,  May  18,  to  a 
consideration  of  what  may  form  a  part 
of  the  movement  in  the  children's  rooms 
of  the  public  libraries  in  the  country. 

In  answer  to  this  appeal  a  letter  was 
sent  to  the  children's  department  of  about 
30  of  the  leading  libraries  in  the  coun- 
try.    The  letter  stated: 

Would  it  be  possible  to  prepare  in  your 
children's  department  an  observance  of 
May  18,  as  International  day?  In  view 
of  the  horrible  conditions  which  grow  out 
of  war,  does  it  not  seem  desirable  and 
indeed  advisable,  that  the  children  should 
be  kept,  as  far  as  possible,  from  imbibing  the 
spirit  which  war  engenders?  We  have  only 
just  begun  to  recover  from  the  terrible 
scars  of  the  Civil  war  and  in  this  country 
where  the  children  of  all  nationalities  and 
races  must  dwell  together  in  unity,  if  the 
Republic  is  to  survive,  something  must  be 
done  to  make  them  see  that  it  is  not  the 
sinner,  but  the  sin,  which  we  are  striving 
to  eliminate. 
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The  majority  of  those  addressed  did 
not  answer.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  from 
this,  their  attitude  toward  the  subject  of 
the  letter  since  it  is  generally  conceded 
that  one  of  the  hardest  things  to  do  in 
library  work  is  to  write  aletter  that  will 
bring  an  answer  from  those  who  are 
supposed  to  be  interested.  It  cannot  be 
concluded  that  librarians  are  wrongly 
minded  in  regard  to  this,  even  if  there 
are  those  who  feel  that  war  is  a  glorious 
or  necessary  thing,  since  the  cultivation 
of  the  spirit  of  friendliness  is  the  first 
requisite  for  any  one  who  attempts  to  do 
public  library  work. 

Answers  were  received  from  only  13 
libraries  and  were  interesting  as  a  side 
light  on  the  writers  of  them.  To  quote 
a  few  of  them : 

We  plan  to  observe  National  day  in  every 
way  within  our  power.       W.  D.  Johnston. 

In  view  of  the  present  national  situation,  T 
do  not  feci  that  I  can  co-operate  in  the  ob- 
servance of  May  18.  H.  S.  Hirshbekg. 

I  like  the  suggestion  in  regard  to  the  idea  of 
International  day.  I  hope  we  may  be  able  to 
observe  it.  EIffie  L.  Power. 

Those  who  are  in  any  way  connected  with 
children,  must  work  against  the  bitter  spirit 
which  has  already  made  its  appearance  among 
them.  We  are  trying  to  do  this  in  our  stoiy 
hour,  in  the  different  parts  of  the  city.  Chil- 
dren's librarians  can  well  observe  Interna- 
tional day  by  use  of  pictures,  story  hours  and 
exhibits.  I  hope  librarians  will  assist  the 
movement  on  foot  to  foster  the  writing  of 
juvenile  books  which  do  not  glorify  war. 
Alice  M.  Jordan. 

We  shall  make  an  exhibit  on  May  18  which 
emphasizes  heroes  of  action,  such  as  explora- 
tion and  science.  E.  R,  Ftxxv. 

I  wish  we  could  have  some  sort  of  a  day 
to  help  impress  a  sense  of  personal  responsi- 
bility on  children.  The  importance  of  inculca- 
ting a  sense  of  justice  is  also  great,  but  these 
qualities  are  the  type  which  must  be  encour- 
aged at  home  rather  than  at  a  library,  T 
think.  Chalmehs  Hadlev, 

It  does  not  seem  the  proper  time   for  any 
marked  observation  just  now.     Any  talk  of 
peace  seems  nothing  short  of  unpatriotic. 
Frances  E.  Earhart. 

If  the  public  schools  celebrate  May  18,  we 
shall  gladly  co-operate  to  the  best  of  our 
ability.  Carl  H.  Milau. 

Word  was  received  from  a  number  of 
cities  hke  Cincinnati,  Milwaukee,  St. 
Louis  and  Philadelphia,  approving  the 
idea  but  finding  conditions,  at  the  time  of 
writing,  too  involved  to  be  able  to  de- 
cide on  action. 


There  seems  to  be  a  misunderstandii^ 
about  the  request  which  went  out  from 
Mrs  Fannie  Fern  Andrews  of  Boston, 
as  to  the  celebration  of  a  day  in  the  chil- 
dren's room.  The  request  was  not  for  a 
Peace  day,  but  for  an  International  day. 

Since  the  horrible  tragedy  of  a  war  is 
upon  us,  there  may  be  some  excuse  for 
not  making  a  formal  observance  of  the 
day,  but  surely  principles  of  the  founders 
of  a  nation  would  approve  the  empha- 
sis fi  the  principle  of  nationalism  of  the 
right  sort,  even  though  one  speaks  in  war 
terms. 

An  eagerness   to  work   together  for  the 


ual  nation,  animates  the  new  spirit  of  inter- 
nationalism. It  is  a  higher  form  of  patri- 
otism, an  outgrowth  of  the  older  patriotism, 
expressed  in  a  desire  for  the  agreement  of 
the  peoples. 

All  forms  of  international  societies  must 
be  encouraged — men  must  be  taught  to 
think  internationally.  Conflicting  points  of 
view  must  be  thoroughly  considered  and 
reconciled;  misunderstandings  explained 
and  removed,  and  then  gradually  will  be 
built  up  a  world-wide  unanimity  of  public 
opinion  with  common  conceptions  of  rights 
and  obligations. 


True  Riches 

A  most  pathetic  item  of  news  is  sent 
in  by  Miss  Oara  Shuler,  librarian  of  the 
Public  library  at  Miamisburg,  Ohio, 

There  had  lived  in  the  town  for  a  good 
many  years,  a  quiet,  humble  little  woman, 
Mrs  Sarah  A.  Brown,  who  maintained 
herself  by  doing  washing  and  domestic 
service.  In  her  little  house  across  the 
street  from  the  public  library  she  be- 
came attached  to  the  latter  as  she  saw 
the  eager  crowd  of  children  visiting  the 
place  week  after  week,  though  she  never 
visited  it  herself.  But  when  she  came  to 
die,  she  told  those  about  her  that  she 
wanted  the  hundred  dollars  which  she 
had  in  the  bank,  the  savings  of  her  life 
time,  to  go  to  the  hbrary  to  help  her  fel- 
low citizens  who,  richer  than  she  was  in 
knowing  how  to  read  and  write,  were 
still  too  poor  to  buy  books, 

Miamisburg  is  the  home  of  a  large 
number  o£  citizens  who,  as  this  world's 
judgment  goes,  are  counted  wealthy  and 
yet  not  one  of  them  has  given  anything  to 
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the  public  library  or  shown  in  any  way 
an  interest  in  the  institution.  Doubtless, 
they  have  often  felt  that  their  place  in 
the  world  was  much  more  important  than 
that  of  the  poor  old  woman  doing  menial 
service.  Yet  the  riches  that  were  in  her 
heart  count  far  more  in  the  fiber  of  char- 
acter than  the  pounds  of  gold  which  the 
others  might  produce  as  their  claim  to 
reputation. . 


A  Library  Contest 

The  following  notice  is  sent  out  by  the 
Public  library,  Jacksonville,  111.,  open  to 
all  comers  and  specially  urged  on  Illinois 
contestants  for  the  honor  of  the  state: 
TWENTY-FIVE  DOLLARS  ($25.00) 

TO  BE  GIVEN  FOR  THE  BEST 

LIST    OF    DOCTORS    AND 

SURGEONS   IN  FICTION. 

Conditions  of  Contest. 

Make  a  list  of  the  stories  in  which  doc- 
tors appear  as  characters.  Arrange  the 
list   alphabetically   by  author  of   books. 

Write  a  brief  note  about  each  doctor 
who  appears  in  a  book.  These  notes 
are  not  to  exceed  100  words  each.  Put 
the  note  or  notes,  if  there  is  more  than 
one  doctor  in  a  book,  under  the  author 
and  title  entry  for  each  book  in  the  list. 
The  value  of  these  notes  as  well  as  the 
length  of  the  list  will  be  considered  in 
making  decision  as  to  prize. 

Your  public  library  is  a  good  place 
to  get  material. 

Send  manuscripts  to  the  Jacksonville 
public  library,  Jacksonville,  III.  The 
names  and  addresses  of  persons  submit- 
ting manuscripts  must  be  in  a  separate 
se^ed  envelope  and  not  on  the  list.  This 
envelope  containing  name  and  address 
must  be  attached  to  the  manuscript. 

Manuscripts  must  be  in  by  September 
1.  1917. 


Mr  Hopkins  was  a  big  man  physically 
and  mentally.  He  was  tall  and  broad 
and  strong.  His  was  no  mild  and  easy- 
going nature.  Rather  was  he  aggressive, 
vigorous,  active,  yet  there  was  a  patience, 
a  kindliness,  a  forbearance,  and  a  genu- 
ine humor  which  his  friends  and  asso- 
ciates knew  well.  Moreover,  he  saw 
things  in  a  large  way.  His  knowledge  of 
books  and  of  men  was  extensive.  His 
views  on  library  problems  were  his  own. 
and  his  vision  was  far  wider  than  the 
average.  Above  all,  he  was  friendly. 
In  the  American  library  association,  in 
the  Chicago  library  club,  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh and  Louisville  libraries  he  is  sin- 
cerely mourned  by  his  former  associates. 
And  to  a  little  group  of  those  who  knew 
him  best,  he  remains  the  tried  and  trusted 
friend  and  counsellor,  the  kindly  critic, 
the  far-seeing  director- of  library  activi- 
ties. His  retirement  from  active  work 
under  stress  of  disease  was  a  distinct  loss  * 
to  library  progress  in  America.  His 
death  seals  the  hope  that  he  would  yet 
return  to  us — a  hope  that  a  few  months 
since  seemed  likely  to  be  fulfilled.  Had 
he  been  spared  in  full  strength  to  direct 
the  Carnegie  library  of  Pittsbui^h,  he 
would  have  left  one  of  the  great  names 
in  the  history  of  American  libraries. 
But  wanting  that,  we  treasure  his  mem- 
ory for  what  he  did,  and  more  for  what 
he  was. 


Anderson  Hoyt  Hopkins 
In  a  review  of  the  late  lamented  A.  H. 
Hopkins,  written  for  the  Michigan  Alum- 
nus by  Wm.  W.  Bishop  who  perhaps  of 
all  his  professional  associates  knew  Mr 
Hopkins  best,  the  following  fitting  tribute 
closes  the  article : 


The  Lemperly  Book-Plate  Collection 
A  notable  collection  of  book-plates  was 
given  to  Western  Reserve  university  in 
February  by  Mr  and  Mrs  Paul  Lemperly 
of  Cleveland,  in  memory  of  their  daugh- 
ter Lucia,  a  student  in  the  College  for 
Women,  who  died  in  1915.  The  collec- 
tion consists  of  about  540  book-plates 
and  other  engravings  by  Edwin  Davis 
French,  the  foremost  American  designer 
and  engraver  of  book-plates.  It  has  been 
placed  in  the  custody  of  the  Adelbert 
College  library,  which  is  the  central  li- 
brary of  the  university,  and  for  the 
present  will  be  kept  and  exhibited  in  the 
English  library  at  the  College  for  Wom- 
en, where  attractive  accommodations 
have  been  provided  for  it. 
With  this  collection  Mr  and  Mrs  Lem- 
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perly  gave  several  of  the  standard  works 
on  book-plates,  the  catalogs  of  Mr 
French's  book-plates  as  exhibited  by  the 
Grolier  club  in  New  York  and  the  Row- 
fant  club  in  Qeveland,  and  the  volume 
published  as  a  memorial  to  Mr  French 
which  includes  a  check-list  of  his  en- 
gravings. Of  the  299  book-plates  re- 
corded in  this  check-list,  the  Lemperly 
collection  contains  examples  of  all  but 
six,  besides  half  a  dozen  that  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  list.  A  great  many  of  these 
are  represented  by  two  or  more  impres- 
sions from  different  states  of  the  same 
plate,  the  variations  thus  shown  often 
being  highly  interesting  to  a  careful  ob- 
server. Numerous  trial  proofs  and 
print  proofs,  signed  by  the  artist,  were 
given  by  Mr  French  to  his  friend  Mr 
Lemperly,  many  of  which  bear  presenta- 
tion inscriptions.  All  the  plates  are 
mounted  and  labelled  with  great  care. 

Edwin  Davis  French  was  born  in 
North  Attleboro,  Mass.,  a  town  of  gold- 
smiths, silversmiths,  and  engravers,  in 
18S1.  He  was  early  recognized  as  a  mas- 
ter of  the  engraving  art.  Most  of  his  work 
was  devoted  to  book-plates,  all  of  which 
were  engraved  on  copper.  From  1897 
till  his  death  in  1906,  he  lived  at  Saranac 
Lake  in  the  Adirondacks,  the  scenery  of 
which  sometimes  appears  in  his  book- 
plates. 

His  book-plates  are  characterized  by 
dignity  and  richness  of  design,  fine  pro- ' 
portion,  bold  and  certain  line,  depth  and 
fineness  of  shading,  grace  in  design  of 
flower  and  foliage,  exquisite  lettering, 
and  aptness  in  rendering  personal  or 
local  qualities  suggested  by  his  subject. 
No  other  American  designer  has  pro- 
duced book-plates  so  much  sought  for  by 
collectors,  and  his  work  stands  with  that 
of  the  most  distinguished  English  and 
Continental  engravers. 

An  important  and  valuable  addition  to 
the  French  collection  given  by  them  in 
January  was  made  by  Mr  and  Mrs  Lem- 
perley  in  February.  The  new  gift  com- 
prises 82  finely  mounted  book-plates  used 
by  celebrated  men  and  women. 

Some  of  the  book-plates  were  designed' 
by  well-known  artists,  among  whom  E. 
A.    Abbey,    Walter    Crane,    and    Kate 


Greenaway  are  represented.  The  collec- 
tion includes  the  book-plate  of  Edward 
Fitzgerald  drawn  by  Thackeray,  that  of 
Rudyard  Kipling  designed  by  his  father, 
J,  Lockwood  Kipling,  and  Ellen  Terry's 
book-plate  designed  by  her  son,  Gordon 
Craig. 

Of  literaiy  celebrities  whose  book- 
plates are  found  in  the  collection  may  be 
mentioned:  Horace  Walpole,  Edward 
Gibbon,  George  Grote,  Thomas  Moore, 
Samuel  Rogers,  Lord  Byron,  I^rd  Ten- 
nyson, Matthew  Arnold,  Thomas  Car- 
lyle,  Anthony  Trollope,  William  Morris, 
Sir  Richard  Burton,  Frederick  Locker- 
Lampson,  Sir  Walter  Besant,  Austin 
Dobson,  George  Bancroft,  Oliver  Wen- 
dell Holmes,  Charles  Eliot  Norton,  Eu- 
gene Field,  Henry  Van  Dyke,  and  Jack 
London. 

Among  the  book-plates  used  by  noble- 
men are  those  of  the  Earl  of  Chester- 
field, the  Earl  of  Halifax,  the  Eari  of 
Macartney,  the  Earl  of  Aylesford,  Lord 
Broughton,  Lord  Avebury,  Lady  Bless- 
ington,  and  Lucian  Bonaparte,  the  broth- 
er of  Napoleon. 


American  Library  Association 
Report  of  Conunittee  on  nominations 

President,  Thomas  L.  Monlgomery,  li- 
brarian, State  library,  Harrisbur^,  Pa.;  first 
vice-pre!ident,  Judson  Toll  Jennings,  libra- 
rian, Public  library.  Seattle,  Wash.;  second 
vice-president.  Miss  Caroline  M.  Underbill, 
librarian,  Public  library,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Executive  Board,  Herbert  Putnam.  Li- 
brarian of  Congress,  Washington,  D.  C.; 
Miss  Electra  C.  Doren,  librarian.  Public  li- 
brary, Dayton.  Ohio. 

Members  of  the  Council,  Miss  Edna  B. 
Pratt,  Organizer,  New  Jersey  Public  library 
commission,  Trenton,  N.  J.;  Miss  Louisa  M. 
Hopper,  librarian,  public  Hbrary,  Brooklinc. 
Mass.;  Miss  Mary  Emoeene  Hazeltine,  pre- 
ceptor. University  of  Wisconsin  library 
school.  Madison,  Wis.;  Willis  K.  Stelsoti. 
librarian.  Free  public  library,  New  Haven. 
Conn.;  Malcolm  G.  Wyer,  librarian.  Ne- 
braska University  library,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

Trustee  of  the  Endowment  fund,  William 
W.  Appleton,  trustee,  Public  Hbrary,  New 
York  City. 

The  NominatinK  committee  this  year  ij  as 
follows:  H.  C.  Wellman.  chairman;  Gralin 
A.  Countryman,  Fannie  C.  Rawson,  Cliarlcs 
H.  Brown  and  Everett  R.  Perry. 

Geo.  B.  Utlev, 
Secretary. 
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Library  League  Contest 

In  Philadelphia  is  an  organization 
known  as  the  Library  league — a  federa- 
tion of  evening  clubs  whidi  meets  at  the 
branch  libraries.  Boys  and  girls  from 
12  to  16,  many  of  whom  have  entered  in- 
dustrial life  or  who  have  very  little  in- 
centive to  continue  the  use  of  books  as  a 
means  of  self-development,  arc  the  club 
members.  The  club  is  used  to  attract 
them  to  the  library  and  the  programs  are 
planned  to  send  them  to  the  book  shelves 
for  material. 

The  Library  league  is  fairly  success- 
ful in  holding  its  members  to  the  library 
in  the  first  years  of  their  industrial  life 
and  a  serious  effort  is  being  made  to 
keep  the  ideals  big  and  broad  enough  to 
secure  their  life-long  confidence. 

An  oratorical  contest  in  the  Library 
league  was  held  on  March  14  in  the  lec- 
ture room  of  the  H.  Josephine  Widener 
branch.  There  were  two  representatives 
entered  from  each  of  the  six  clubs  com- 
peting. The  orations  selected  were  all 
on  political  subjects. 

The  honor  this  year  was  won  by  An- 
thony R.  Fretz  of  the  Haddington  league, 
a  13  year  old  Franco-American  boy,  who 
took  for  this  work  the  address  by  Henry 
Ward  Beecher,  Our  honoured  dead.  His 
address  was  specially  well  delivered.  All 
of  the  addresses  were  good  and  showed 
a  remarkable  appreciation  and  under- 
standing on  the  part  of  the  speakers. 

This  contest  is  an  annual  event  with  a 
prize  of  a  cup  which  is  held  for  the 
year  only,  by  the  club  to  which  the  win- 
ning orator  belongs.  Students  from  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  train  the 
speakers  and  the  contests  are  held  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Julia  Williamson, 
supervisor  of  the  clubs  and  story  telling 
for  the  library. 


People  who  keep  their  physical  and 
mental  surplus  drawn  down  very  low  by 
working  a  great  many  hours,  who  do  not 
fill  their  reserve  reservoir  by  frequent 
vacation-;  and  by  a  lot  of  recreation  and 
play,  do  not  work  with  anything  like  the 
freshness  and  mental  vigor  of  those  who 
work  less  hours  and  constantly  accumu- 
late great  reserve  power. 


New  York  Public  Library 
Report  for  1916 

The  following  are  some  of  the  more 
striking  facts  and  figures  presented  in 
the  report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31.  1916: 

The  books  issued  for  home  reading 
numbered  10,128,682;  a  decrease  from 
the  previous  year  of  255,897,  due  to  the 
epidemic  of  poliomyelitis,  because  of 
which  children  were  not  admitted  to  the 
library  from  July  7  to  September  25. 
The  rate  of  increase  in  the  use  of  the 
circulation  department  for  the  first  half 
of  the  year  by  both  adults  and  children, 
and  by  adults  throughout  the  entire  year 
shows  that,  if  the  epidemic  had  not  oc- 
curred, the  increase  in  circulation  over 
the  previous  year  would  have  been  about 
800.000  V. 

Of  the  total  number  of  books  issued 
for  home  use,  3,796,803  were  children's 
bonks :  783,035  were  issued  through  the 
860  stations;  and  31,801  books,  music 
scores,  etc.,  were  lent  by  the  library  for 
the  blind  (28,283  being  sent  by  mail). 
The  circulation  of  foreign  books  was 
.626.065. 

The  total  number  of  persons  recorded 
as  using  reading  rooms  of  the  branch  li- 
braries was  4,121,436. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  the  Central 
building  was  2.439.565,  of  whom  842.- 
976  are  recorded  as  consulting  2,321.303 
books  obtained  by  filling  out  "call  slips" 
— a  gain  of  2%  in  readers  and  of  1%  in 
volumes  consulted.  No  record  is  kept  of 
the  use  of  books  on  open  shelves  by 
thousands  of  readers  daily  in  the  various 

During  the  year,  the  reference  depart- 
ment received  48.713  volumes  and  77.395 
pamphlets.  The  circulation  department 
received  223,270  v.  and  5,262  pamphlets. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  1,- 
033,919  V.  and  316,530  pamphlets  in  the 
reference  department;  and  in  the  circu- 
lation department,  1,109.547  v. — making 
the  total  for  the  whole  library,  2,459,996 
volumes  and  pamphlets. 

The  number  of  employees  on  Decem- 
ber 31  was  1,224.  Of  these,  534  were 
in  the  reference  d  »'>'"8.   -»—','  "     •' 
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perly  gave  several  of  the  standard  works 
on  book-plates,  the  catalogs  of  Mr 
French's  book-plates  as  exhibited  by  the 
Grolier  club  in  New  York  and  the  Row- 
fant  club  in  Cleveland,  and  the  volume 
published  as  a  memorial  to  Mr  French 
which  includes  a  check-list  of  his  en- 
gravings. Of  the  299  book-plates  re- 
corded in  this  check-list,  the  Lemperly 
collection  contains  examples  of  all  but 
six,  besides  half  a  dozen  that  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  list.  A  great  many  of  these 
are  represented  by  two  or  more  impres- 
sions from  different  states  of  the  same 
plate,  the  variations  thus  shown  often 
being  highly  interesting  to  a  careful  ob- 
server. Numerous  trial  proofs  and 
print  proofs,  signed  by  the  artist,  were 
given  by  Mr  French  to  his  friend  Mr 
Lemperly,  many  of  which  bear  presenta- 
tion inscriptions.  All  the  plates  are 
mounted  and  labelled  with  great  care. 

Edwin  Davis  French  was  born  in 
North  Attleboro,  Mass.,  a  town  of  gold- 
smiths, silversmiths,  and  engravers,  in 
185 1 .  He  was  early  recognized  as  a  mas- 
ter of  the  engraving  art.  Most  of  his  work 
was  devoted  to  book-plates,  all  of  which 
were  engraved  on  copper.  From  1897 
till  his  death  in  1906,  he  lived  at  Saranac 
Lake  in  the  Adirondacks,  the  scenery  of 
which  sometimes  appears  in  his  book- 
plates. 

His  book-plates  are  characterized  by 
dignity  and  richness  of  design,  fine  pro- 
portion, bold  and  certain  line,  depth  and 
fineness  of  shading,  grace  in  design  of 
flower  and  foliage,  exquisite  lettering, 
and  aptness  in  rendering  personal  or 
local  qualities  su^ested  by  his  subject. 
No  other  American  designer  has  pro- 
duced book-plates  so  much  sought  for  by 
collectors,  and  his  work  stands  with  that 
of  the  most  distinguished  English  and 
Continental  engravers. 

An  important  and  valuable  addition  to 
the  French  collection  given  by  them  in 
January  was  made  by  Mr  and  Mrs  Lem- 
perley  in  February.  The  new  gift  com- 
prises 82  finely  mounted  book-plates  used 
by  celebrated  men  and  women. 

Some  of  the  book-plates  were  designed 
by  well-known  artists,  among  whom  E. 
A.    Abbey,    Walter    Crane,    and    Kate 


Grecnaway  are  represented.  The  collec- 
tion includes  the  book-plate  of  Edward 
Fitzgerald  drawn  by  Thackeray,  that  of 
Rudyard  Kipling  designed  by  his  father. 
J.  Lockwood  Kipling,  and  Ellen  Terry's 
book-plate  designed  by  her  son,  Gordori 
Craig. 

Of  literary  celebrities  whose  book- 
plates are  found  in  the  collection  may  be 
mentioned :  Horace  Walpole,  Edward 
Gibbon,  George  Grote,  Thomas  Moore, 
Samuel  Rogers,  Lord  Byron,  Lord  Ten- 
nyson, Matthew  Arnold,  Thomas  Car- 
lyle,  Anthony  Trollope,  William  Morris, 
Sir  Richard  Burton,  Frederick  Locker- 
Lam  pson.  Sir  Walter  Besant,  Austin 
Dobson,  Geoi^  Bancroft,  Oliver  Wen- 
dell Holmes,  Charles  Eliot  Norton,  Eu- 
gene Field,  Henry  Van  Dyke,  and  Jack 
London. 

Among  the  book-plates  used  by  noble- 
men are  those  of  the  Earl  of  Chester- 
field, the  Earl  of  Halifax,  the  Earl  of 
Macartney,  the  Ear!  of  Aylesford,  Lord 
Broughton,  Lord  Avebury,  Lady  Bless- 
ington,  and  Lucian  Bonaparte,  the  broth- 
er of  Napoleon. 


American  Library  Association 
Report  of  Committee  on  nominations 

President,  Thomas  L.  Montgomery,  li- 
brarian, State  library,  Harrisbur^,  Pa.;  first 
vice-president,  Judson  Toll  Jennings,  libra- 
rian. Public  library,  SeaUle,  Wash.;  seconi! 
vice-president,  Miss  Caroline  M.  Underhill, 
librarian.  Public  library,  Ulica,  N.  Y. 

Executive  Board,  Herbert  Putnam,  Li- 
brarian of  Congress.  Washington,  D.  C.; 
Miss  Electra  C.  Doren,  librarian,  Public  li- 
brary, Dayton,  Ohio. 

Members  of  the  Council,  Miss  Edna  B. 
Pratt,  Organizer,  New  Jersey  Public  libraty 
commission.  Trenton,  N.  J.;  Miss  Louisa  M. 
Hopper,  librarian,  public  library,  Brooklinr, 
Mass.:  Miss  Mary  Emogene  Hazeltine,  pre- 
ceptor, University  of  Wisconsin  library 
school.  Madison.  Wis.;  Willis  K.  Stetson. 
librarian.  Free  public  library.  New  Haven. 
Conn.;  Malcolm  G.  Wyer,  librarian,  Ne- 
braska University  library,  Lincoln,  N«b. 

Trustee  of  the  Endowment  fund,  William 
W.  Appletoii,  trustee.  Public  library,  New 
York  City. 

The  Nominating  committee  this  year  is  as 
follows:  H.  C.  Wellman,  chairman;  Gratia 
A.  Countryman,  Fannie  C.  Rawson.  Charles 
H.  Brown  and  Evercll  R.  Perry.    ' 

Geo.  B.  Utlev, 
Secretaiy. 
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Library  League  Contest 

In  Philadelphia  is  an  organization 
known  as  the  Library  league — a  federa- 
tion of  evening  dubs  whidi  meets  at  the 
branch  libraries.  Boys  and  girls  from 
12  to  16,  many  of  whom  have  entered  in- 
dustrial life  or  who  have  very  little  in- 
centive to  continue  the  use  of  books  as  a 
means  of  self-development,  are  the  club 
members.  The  club  is  used  to  attract 
them  to  the  library  and  the  programs  are 
planned  to  send  them  to  the  book  shelves 
for  material. 

The  Library  league  is  fairly  success- 
ful in  holding  its  members  to  the  library 
in  the  first  years  of  their  industrial  hfe 
and  a  serious  effort  is  being  made  to 
keep  the  ideals  big  and  broad  enough  to 
secure  their  life-long  confidence. 

An  oratorical  contest  in  the  Library 
league  was  held  on  March  14  in  the  lec- 
ture room  of  the  H.  Josephine  Widener 
branch.  There  were  two  representatives 
entered  from  each  of  the  six  clubs  com- 
peting. The  orations  selected  were  all 
on  political  subjects. 

The  honor  this  year  was  won  by  An- 
thony R.  Fretz  of  the  Haddington  league, 
a  13  year  old  Franco- American  boy,  who 
took  for  this  work  the  address  by  Henry 
Ward  Beecher,  Our  honoured  dead.  His 
address  was  specially  well  delivered.  All 
of  the  addresses  were  good  and  showed 
a  remarkable  appreciation  and  under- 
standing on  the  part  of  the  speakers. 

This  contest  is  an  annual  event  with  a 
priie  of  a  cup  which  is  held  for  the 
year  only,  by  the  club  to  which  the  win- 
ning orator  belongs.  Students  from  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  train  the 
speakers  and  the  contests  are  held  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Julia  Williamson, 
supervisor  of  the  clubs  and  story  telling 
for  the  library. 


People  who  keep  their  physical  and 
mental  surplus  drawn  down  very  low  by 
working  a  great  many  hours,  who  do  not 
fill  their  reserve   reservoir  by  frequent 

vacations  and  by  a  lot  of  recreation  and 
play,  do  not  work  with  anything  like  the 
freshness  and  mental  vigor  of  those  who 
work  less  hours  and  constantly  accumu- 
late great  reserve  power. 


New  York  Public  Library 
Report  for  1916 

The  following  are  some  of  the  more 
striking  facts  and  figures  presented  in 
the  report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31.  1916: 

The  books  issued  for  home  reading 
numbered  10,128,682;  a  decrease  from 
the  previou.s  year  of  255,897,  due  to  the 
epidemic  of  poliomyelitis,  because  of 
which  children  were  not  admitted  to  the 
library  from  July  7  to  September  25. 
The  rate  of  increase  in  the  use  of  the 
circulation  department  for  the  first  half 
of  the  year  by  both  adults  and  children, 
and  by  adults  throughout  the  entire  year 
shows  that,  if  the  epidemic  had  not  oc- 
curred, the  increase  in  circulation  over 
the  previous  year  would  have  been  about 
800.000  v. 

Of  the  total  number  of  books  issued 
for  home  use.  3.796,803  were  children's 
books ;  783.035  were  issued  through  the 
860  stations;  and  31,801  books,  music 
scores,  etc.,  were  lent  by  the  library  for 
the  blind  (28,283  being  sent  by  mail). 
The  circulation  of  foreign  books  was 
.626.065- 

The  total  number  of  persons  recorded 
as  using  reading  rooms  of  the  branch  li- 
braries was  4,121,436. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  the  Central 
building  was  2,439.565,  of  whom  842.- 
976  are  recorded  as  consulting  2.321,303 
books  obtained  by  filling  out  "call  slips" 
— a  gain  of  2%  in  readers  and  of  1%  in 
volumes  consulted.  No  record  is  kept  of 
the  use  of  books  on  open  shelves  by 
thousands  of  readers  daily  in  the  various 

During  the  year,  the  reference  depart- 
ment received  48.713  volumes  and  77,395 
pamphlets.  The  circulation  department 
received  223,270  v.  and  5,262  pamphlets. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  I,- 
033,919  v.  and  316,530  pamphlets  in  the 
reference  department;  and  in  the  circu- 
lation department,  L109.S47  v. — making 
the  total  for  the  whole  library,  2,459,996 
volumes  and  pamphlets. 

The  number  of  employees  on  Decem- 
ber 31  was  1,224.  Of  these,  S34  were 
in  the  reference  department,  679  in  the 
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circulation  department,  and  H  in  the 
Municipal  Reference  branch. 

The  total  cost  for  maintenance  of  the 
entire  library  system  was  $1,452,843,  of 
which  $627,914  was  for  the  reference  de- 
partment, $806,820  for  the  circulation 
department,  and  $18,108  for  the  Munici- 
pal Reference  branch.  From  the  City 
of  New  York,  the  library  received  $762,- 
513  for  maintenance  of  the  branch  li- 
braries and  the  Municipal  Reference 
branch.  For  the  maintenance  and  repair 
of  the  central  building  (which  is  owned 
by  the  city),  $39,400  was  received  from 
the  City  of  New  York,  but,  aside  from 
this,  the  reference  department  is  sup- 
ported entirely  from  the  income  of  the 
endowment   of   the   library   corporation. 

The  class  reference  workers  includes 
many  doing  national  and  world  wide 
service.  The  prevailing  type  has 
changed  from  the  high  school  student 
to  the  builder  of  commerce.  The  refer- 
ence division  failed  to  answer  only  one 
question — the  history  of  gum  drops. 

The  statistics  for  1916  show  the  fol- 
lowing increases  in  the  use  of  the  cen- 
tral building  over  that  of  1912  (the  first 
complete  year  of  occupancy  of  the  build- 
ing) ;  111%  in  number  of  readers  regis- 
tered, 76%  in  number  of  volumes  con- 
sulted, 15%  in  visitors  to  the  building, 
23%  in  the  staff  of  the  reference  depart- 
ment, and  35%  in  the  expenditures  of 
the  reference  department.  In  the  main 
reading  room,  which  has  seats  for  768 
readers,  it  has  been  a  frequent  occur- 
rence to  have  every  seat  filled  and  read- 
ers waiting  for  a  place  at  one  of  the 
tables.  This  extraordinary  growth  in  the 
use  of  the  library,  together  with  the  in- 
creased cost  of  administration,  has 
brought  it  practically  to  the  limit  of  its 
annual  income. 

In  the  Municipal  Reference  branch,  a 
Public  Health  division  has  been  formed, 
which  supplies  all  books  and  printed  mat- 
ter required  for  the  use  of  the  various 
bureaus  of  the  Health  department. 

The  report  is  illustrated  with  reproduc- 
tions of  four  pencil  drawings  by  Mr 
Louis  H.  Ruyl,  showii^  the  exterior  and 


A  Contrast 

An  interesting  contrast  by  a  writer  in 
The  Beacon,  Stratford,  Ont,  is  drawn 
between  public  libraries  in  1849  and  those 
of  today.  The  writer  had  happened  upon 
an  English  journal  containing  a  report 
on  the  possible  public  library  if  given 
support,  made  by  a  commission  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  he  had  read 
Just  before  going  to  the  Ontario  library 
meeting  at  Toronto,  and  his  comments 
on  both  are  most  enlightening.  He  points 
out  in  part: 

Britain,  in  1849,  had  two  libraries  that, 
by  stretching  the  word,  could  be  called 
public,  one  of  them  being  the  British 
Museum,  and  now  her  favorite  daughter, 
Ontario,  has  almost  500.  Then  the  books 
had  to  be  "consumed  on  the  premises," 
now  all  called  public  are  lending,  most 
of  them  are  open  in  the  evening  also, 
but  the  British  Museum  is  not  doing  so 
yet,  and  having  reading-rooms  provided 
with  current  journals. 

Then  libraries  were  warehouses  or 
prisons,  used  to  conserve  or  confine 
books;  now  they  are  explosive  distribut- 
ing points,  the  ordinary  gauge  of  success 
being  the  number  driven  out  into  the 
world. 

Then  there  were  no  women  on  the 
staffs;  now  hbrary  care  is  one  of  their 
chosen  and  successful  professions,  for 
which  they  voluntarily  train,  for  which 
governments  provide  adequate  training 
and  teaching,  and  into  which  they  put 
much  effective  enthusiasm. 

At  Toronto,  they  were  almost  exclu- 
sively the  theme  readers,  and  it  is  rarely 
that  any  equal  number  of  men  produce 
so  much  and  so  high  a  flood-tide  level 
of  genuine  humor.  It  was  that  quality 
of  treatment  which  shows  that  you  have 
your  matter  under  full  control  and  can 
play  with  it. 

One  English  journal,  one  Toronto 
meetii^  and  one  man's  length  of  life 
linked  up  together,  like  a  triangle  map, 
enclose  or  bound  a  quite  wondrous  evolu- 
tion, paralleled  in  no  previous  age  of  civi- 
lization. The  fundamental  balance  of 
the  world  must  be  right  when  such  in- 
tellectual progress  is  possible. 
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The  Difference 

A  question  as  to  what  is  the  difference 
between  the  reference  room  and  the  tech- 
nical room  in  the  Public  library  of  Port- 
land, Ore.,  brought  the  following: 
WhM  the  reference  department  contaiiu 

Reference  collection. 

Wilson  library. 

Periodical  files. 

Local  newspaper  files. 

Art  collection. 

Oregon  collection. 

Maps  and  atlases. 

Public  Document  collection. 

Audubon  books. 

Curtis  Indian  pictures. 

Indexes  to  periodicals  and  papers. 
The  technical  room  contains 

Ei^^eering  books. 

Patent  Office  publications. 

Files  of  periodicals  and  transactions. 

Trade  catalogs. 

"Made  in  Oregon"  collection  of  trade 
catalogs. 

Indexes  to  periodicals. 

What  the  reference  department  doei 

Searches  for  material  wanted. 

Makes  lists  on  subjects  wanted. 

Keeps  you  up-to-date  on  subjects 
wanted.        

When  You  Want  to  Know 

The  author  of  a  quotation. 

Forms  for  a  will. 

Size  of  hole  in  bird  house  for  martens. 

Origin  of  postage  stamps. 

Income  tax  law. 

Acreage  and  output  of  wheat  in  each 
county  in  Iowa. 

How  to  make  nails  and  screws. 

Rope  splicii^. 

Blue  sky  laws. 

How  to  develop  the  city. 

Consult  your  public  library. 

Telephone. 

You  may  help  the  library  by  making 
known  your  needs.  If  the  right  book  is 
not  on  the  shelves,  an  effort  will  be  made 
to  get  it. 

So^estions  are  welcomed  by  the  book 
committee. 

One  side  of  a  publicity  folder  of  the 
Public  library  in  Davenport,  la.,  has 
the  above  attractively  set. 


Ontario  Library  Association 
Toronto  meeting 

The  recent  meeting  of  the  Ontario  li- 
brary association  at  Toronto,  April  9-10, 
reached  the  high-water  mark  in  interest, 
effectiveness  and  numbers,  in  the  history 
of  the  association  up  to  date.  The  regis- 
tration was  284,  though  unquestionably 
many  more  were  in  attendance,  of  those 
interested  though  not  sufficiently  so  to 
enroll. 

The  session  on  Monday  morning  was 
devoted  to  business  connected  witii  the 
administrative  affairs  of  the  association. 
The  Executive  board,  made  up  of  the 
councilors  and  other  officers  of  the  asso- 
ciation, had  luncheon  together  at  noon, 
with  the  out-of-town  speakers  as  guests. 
It  was  informal  and  very  enjoyable. 

At  the  afternoon  session,  the  Con- 
troller of  the  city  of  Toronto  gave  an 
address  of  welcome  in  the  name  of  the 
Mayor,  who  was  prevented  from  being 
present.  W.  L.  Lee,  president  of  the 
Public  library  board  of  Toronto,  ex- 
pressed a  welcome  for  the  library  and  an 
mterest  in  the  work  of  the  association. 

The  speakers  of  the  afternoon  had 
been  asked  to  talk  on  the  topic,  "What 
seems  to  me  an  important  aspect  of  the 
work  of  Public  libraries  at  the  present 
time," 

Miss  Mary  J.  L.  Black,  librarian  of  the 
Public  library.  Fort  William,  made  the 
first  presentation.  Miss  Black  jusdy  has 
the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  fore- 
most librarians  in  the  province  and  her 
library,  which  is  400  miles  from  Toronto, 
is  one  of  the  active  forces  doing  good 
community  service  in  that  far-away  but 
progressive  locality.  Miss  Black's  the- 
sis was  really  of  A.  L.  A.  quality  and  the 
spritely  and  inspiring  manner  in  which 
^e  made  her  plea  for  libraries  to  bring 
forward  and  push  hiunorous  reading  at 
the  present  time  as  an  antidote  to  the 
heavy  eloom  occasioned  by  the  ghastly 
war,  added  force  and  point  to  her  pre- 
sentation of  the  worth-while  literature 
which  may  be  found  in  the  class  not 
called  serious,  but  which  at  the  same  time 
is  far  from  being  light.  Thackeray, 
Dickens,   Kipling,   Irving,   Hart,   Twain 
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and  others  were  delightfully  appraised  as 
humorists. 

Miss  Mary  Saxe,  librarian  of  the  Pub- 
lic library  of  West  Mouijt,  Quebec,  in  her 
usual  delightful  manner  and  with  the 
keen,  but  kindly  satire  for  which  she  is 
noted,  set  forth  the  qualities  desirable  in 
a  librarian  and  particularly  the  one  in 
charge  of  the  reference  room.  It  must 
all  rest  on  real  education  and  intelligence. 

The  question  of  how  many  books  to 
purchase  at  this  time,  she  said,  was  a 
difficult  one  to  answer.  She  instanced 
how  numerous  were  the  books  on  the 
Franco-Prussian  war,  upon  Russia,  Ger- 
many and  France  which  had  remained 
long  years  on  the  shelves  until  this  war 
broke  out.  It  was  the  same  during  the 
South  African  war.  If  any  book  after 
four  months'  circulation  becomes  a  stay- 
at-home,  she  said  it  was  time  to  consider 
whether  the  money  given  for  that  book 
had  been  well  spent.  It  is  impossible  to 
determine  whether  the  coming  genera- 
tions will  read  war  books. 

Miss  Mary  Eileen  Ahem,  editor  of 
Public  Libraries,  Chicago,  saw  as  an 
important  aspect  of  the  work  of  the  pub- 
lic library,  the  result  which  might  be  ob- 
tained by  a  more  serious  presentation 
in  the  publicity  work  undertaken  by  pub- 
lic libraries.  Both  the  community  and 
the  library  ought  to  have  a  more  serious 
and  accurate  realization  of  the  reasons 
for  the  establishment  of  the  library  as 
one  of  the  community  interests.  Miss 
Ahem  uttered  a  word  of  alarm  in  regard 
to  the  ravages  that  are  being  made  on 
truth,  morality,  concentration  and  intelli- 
gence, not  to  mention  eye  sight,  by  mov- 
ing pictures  of  the  present  time.  This 
last  topic  was  the  one  which  the  public 
press  took  up,  quoting  the  speaker  in 
more  vigorous  terms  than  were  used  and 
going  far  beyond  what  she  had  dared  to 
express  as  to  the  steps  which  shotild  be 
taken  to  eliminate  the  harm  done  by 
moving  pictures. 

At  the  close  of  the  session,  a  tea  was 
given  by  the  Toronto  public  library, 
where  informal  conversation  and  pleas- 
ant greetings  were  exchanged,  thus 
giving    the    delegates     from    different 


parts  of  the  country  an  opportunity  to 
become  acquainted. 

At  the  evening  session,  the  hall  was 
filled  to  overflowing  by  those  interested 
in  the  program  provided.  The  presiden- 
tial address  of  George  H.  Locke,  chief 
librarian  of  the  Public  library  of  To- 
ronto, on  the  "Privileges  and  obligations 
o£  our  public  libraries  in  times  of  un- 
rest," opened  the  session.  Mr  Locke's 
ideas  as  to  the  place  and  scope  of  public 
library  service  were  not  boumled  by  any- 
thing less  than  needs  and  opportunity. 
Those  acquainted  with  the  very  effective 
and  splendid  service  which  is  being  ren- 
dered by  the  Toronto  public  library  under 
Mr.  Locke's  administration,  will  ander- 
stand  that  when  an  opportunity  offered 
for  him  to  emphasize  what  he  considers 
the  privileges  and  obligations  of  the  li- 
brary, that  no  element  in  the  community 
was  overlooked  in  advising  the  library 
to  provide  out  of  its  means,  such  service 
as  the  occasion  and  conditions  demand. 

A  most  interesting  address  prepared 
by  Dr  Charles  H.  Thurber,  head  of  the 
editorial  department  of  Ginn  &  Company, 
Boston,  on  The  making  of  a  book,  was 
listened  to  with  deep  attention  as  it  was 
read  by  Mr  Locke,  Dr  Thurber  being 
prevented  by  illness  from  being  present. 
The  problems  which  enter  into  the  selec- 
tion of  manuscripts,  the  decision  with  re- 
gard to  the  form  of  their  presentation, 
illustrations,  printing,  selling  and  the  ciil- 
tural  side  of  physical  bookmaking  itself, 
were  most  interestingly  presented  in  the 


It  was  deeply  regretted  by  those  present 
that  the  absence  of  Dr  Thurber  pre- 
vented them  from  meeting,  face  to  face, 
one  who  in  theory  as  well  as  practice, 
has  such  high  ideals  for  the  world  of 
books. 

An  informal  reception  followed  the 
evening  session,  in  the  halls  of  the  Pub- 
lic library  where  the  annual  exhibit  of 
the  Ontario  society  of  artists  gave  great 
delight.  The  entire  reference  depart- 
ment was  open  to  the  visitors,  who  en- 
joyed greatly  seeing  the  treasures  it  con- 
tained, particularly  the  J.  Ross  Robin- 
son historical  collection  relating  to  Can- 
ada. 
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On  Tuesday  morning,  the  committees 
made  their  reports.  This  was  followed 
by  an  address  by  W.  O.  Carson,  inspec- 
tor of  public  libraries.  Mr  Carson 
showed  in  his  address  a  remarkable  grip 
of  and  insight  into  library  conditions  in 
the  province,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
he  ias  been  less  than  two  years  in  his 
office.  It  may  be  safely  predicted  that 
with  Mr  Carson's  fearless  attitude  to- 
ward his  work,  his  keen  intelligence  and 
his  past  experience  in  actual  service,  that 
the  libraries  of  Ontario  will  be  brought 
to  a  high  state  of  efficiency  under  his  ad- 
ministration. 

The  value  of  the  session  in  library 
training  held  in  1916,  was  very  interest- 
ingly presented  by  Miss  Josephine  Mc- 
Cally  of  the  PubHc  library  of  St.  Thomas, 
and  Miss  Muriel  Page  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Hamilton. 

The  place  and  use  of  newspapers  and 
periodicals  in  our  public  libraries  in 
towns,  was  most  interestingly  presented 
by  Miss  Dunham,  Public  library  of  Kitch- 
ener (formerly  Berlin),  Miss  A.  M. 
Harris  of  the  Public  library  of  Guelph 
and  Miss  Middlemiss,  Public  library  of 
Brantford. 

Periodicals  suitable  for  children's  de- 
partments of  our  public  libraries,  by 
Miss  Annie  Jackson  of  the  children's 
department.  Public  library,  Toronto,  was 
a  fine  presentation  of  a  subject  which  is 
a  source  of  some  discouragement  to  most 
children's  librarians.  This  paper  will  ap- 
pear later  in  Public  Libraries. 

Miss  Black  of  Fort  William,  the  new 
president  for  1918,  was  introduced  at 
the  close  of  the  program  by  the  retiring 
president,  Mr  Locke.  Her  bright  Httle 
speech  of  acceptance  captivated  her  audi- 
ence and  gave  an  earnest  of  a  coming 
year  of  good  work. 

A  round  table  for  children's  librarians 
was  held  in  the  afternoon  and  at  its 
close  those  present  were  taken  to  view 
the  children's  rooms  in  several  of  the 
branches  of  the  Toronto  public  library. 

An  exhibit  of  books  and  supplies  for 
public  libraries  was  on  view  in  the  gal- 
lery of  the  reference  library,  in  charge 
of  courteous  members  of  the  firms  rep- 


resented. They  also  made  a  distinct 
contribution  to  the  success  of  the  meet- 
ing by  their  courteous  attentions  and  as- 
sistance as  occasion  offered  in  the  social 
sessions  of  the  meeting. 

The  officers  for  the  coming  year  are 
as  follows: 

President,  Miss  Mary  J.  L.  Black,  Fort 
William;  first  vice-president,  F.  P.  Gavin, 
B.  A.,  Windsor;  second  vice-president,  D.  M. 
Grant,  B.  A.,  Sarnia;  secretary-treasurer,  E, 
A.  Hardy,  B.  A.,  D.  Pacd,  81  Collier  street, 
Toronto. 

Councillors:  W.  J.  Sykes,  B.  A-,  Ot- 
tawa; W.  H.  Murch,  St.  Thomas;  Miss  B. 
Mabel  Dunham.  B.  A..  Kitchener;  R.  H. 
Bellamy,  Mount  Brydges;  J.  T.  Lillie,  B.  A., 
Orillia;  George  H.  Locke,  M.  A.,  ex-presi- 
dent, Toronto. 


Library  Meetings 

Chicago— The  April  meeting  of  the 
Chicago  library  club  was  addressed  by 
Dr  Victor  Yarros,  a  Russian  radical  en- 
gaged in  newspaper  work  in  Chicago. 
He  gave  a  resume  of  conditions  leading 
up  to  the  recent  Russian  revolution, 
pointing  out  facts  in  character,  tradition 
and  conditions  in  Russia  which  make  it 
possible  to  construct  a  permanent  democ- 
racy and  also  contribute  to  uncertainty 
that  it  will  last. 

Georgia.— The  library  section  of  the 
Southern  conference  for  education  and 
industry  held  its  meetings  in  Macon, 
Georgia,  on  March  19-21  during  the 
meeting  of  the  general  conference.  Ow- 
ing to  the  threatened  railroad  strike  the 
attendance  on  the  whole  conference  was 
small.  There  were  not  more  than  a  dozen 
library  workers  present  so  that  the  en- 
thusiasm of  those  present  had  to  offset 
the  small  attendance.  Miss  Minnie  W. 
Leatherman,  secretary  of  the  North 
Carolina  library  commission,  served  in 
place  of  Miss  Fay  as  chairman  while 
Miss  Tommie  Dora  Barker,  librarian  of 
the  Carnegie  library  of  Atlanta,  acted  as 
secretary. 

Three  sessions  were  Tield  in  Macon, 
one  on  public  libraries,  one  on  school  li- 
braries and  one  on  library  extension.  At 
the  session  on  public  libraries  Mr  C  Sey- 
mour Thompson,  librarian  of  the  Savan- 
nah public  library,  presented  the  subject 
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ol  Adequate  appropriation  and  how  to 
get  it.  Mr  Thompson  made  the  point 
that  the  authorities  must  be  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  the  library  was  a  good 
investment  for  the  community.  Miss 
Frances  R.  Archer,  librarian  of  the  Tal- 
ladega public  library,  spoke  on  the  Aims 
and  methods  of  publicity  work,  outlining 
the  work  that  had  been  done  in  Talladega 
through  the  schools  and  the  story  hour 
and  emphasized  the  fact  that  good  serv- 
ice was  the  best  publicity  that  a  library 
could  have. 

At  the  session  on  school  libraries,  a 
number  of  teachers  were  present.  R. 
M.  Kennedy,  librarian  of  the  University 
of  South  Carolina,  gave  a  list  on  Some 
printed  aids  for  the  teacher-librarian. 
In  introducing  his  subject,  Mr  Kennedy 
stated  that  there  were  three  things  every 
teacher  should  be  instructed  in  and  they 
were  the  selection  of  books,  a  definite 
plan  of  arrangement  for  books  and  how 
to  use  books.  He  then  gave  a  list  of  a 
dozen  or  more  aids  that  would  be  of  use 
to  the  teacher- librarian.  Miss  Mary  E. 
Robbins,  associate  director  of  the  At- 
lanta library  school,  spoke  on  Instruction 
to  students  in  the  use  of  books  pointing 
out  the  urgent  need  for  systematic  in- 
struction along  this  line.  At  the  third 
session  on  library  extension,  Miss  Susie 
Lee  Crumley,  organizer  of  the  Georgia 
library  commission,  spoke  on  the  Pur- 
poses and  activities  of  a  library  commis- 
sion, stressing  particularly  the  conditions 
and  needs  in  the  Southern  states.  The 
Library  section  was  represented  on  the 
general  program  of  the  conference  by 
Miss  Tommie  Dora  Barker,  librarian  of 
the  Carnegie  library  of  Atlanta,  who  pre- 
sented the  subject  of  The  library  and 
vocational  progress. 

No  election  was  held  pending  the  an- 
nouncement as  to  where  the  conference 
would  meet  in  1918. 

Tommie  Dora  Barker, 

Secretary. 

Iowa— The  meetings  of  the  Iowa  City 
library  ciub  this  year  have  proved  un- 
usually interesting,  for  at  them  have  been 
presented  various  modem  plays.  These 
provide  a  change  from  the  usual  papers 


and  carry  on   well  the  club's   dramatic 
study  of  the  past  two  years. 

The  officers  for  the  year  are :  Presi- 
dent, Nina  Shaffer;  vice-president,  Ruth 
Gallaher ;  secretary,  Dorothy  Dondore. 

MiimcBota — The  Spring  meeting  of  the 
Twin  City  library  club  was  held  in  Min- 
neapolis, March  21,  and  about  100  mem- 
bers dined  together.  Miss  Mary  Prindle 
of  the  Public  library  commission,  gave  a 
most  interesting  talk  on  her  recent  trip 
to  Hawaii,  where  she  spent  some  time 
with  Miss  Helen  Steams,  formerly  of 
the  Minnesota  library  commission,  who 
accompanied  her  to  the  Orient,  Miss 
Prindle  spoke  of  the  library  conditions 
in  the  various  countries  visited  and  re- 
lated many  interesting  experiences  in 
China  and  Japan. 

Joseph  W.  Beach,  University  of  Min- 
nesota, discussed  the  poetry  of  the  day, 
reading  selections  from  Frost,  Lindsay, 
Masters  and  Sandburg, 

Amy  Cowley,  Secretary. 

Ohio— At  the  meeting  of  the  Ohio  li- 
brary association  last  October,  the  Col- 
lege section  decided  after  some  discus- 
sion to  ally  itself  with  college  interests 
by  meeting  as  a  co-operating  society  with 
the  Ohio  college  association  at  its  meet- 
ing the  next  spring  in  Columbus.  This 
meeting  planned  by  the  chairman,  Wal- 
lace H,  Githcart,  director  of  the  Western 
Reserve  historical  society  museum  con- 
vened, April  6,  in  the  .Ohio  State  Uni- 
versity library.  The  nine  different  insti- 
tutions represented  in  attendance  were 
A  del  be  rt  college,  Den  i  son  university, 
Miami  university,  Oberlin  college,  Ohio 
state  library,  Ohio  State  University  li- 
brary, Ohio  Wesleyan  university,  West- 
ern college  for  women  and  Western  Re- 
serve historical  society. 

The  program  was  interesting  both  in 
the  papers  presented  and  in  the  discus- 
sions that  followed  the  reading  of  them. 
The  program  given  was  as  follows: 

1.  The  awkward  age  in  college  libraries. 
George  F.  Strong,  librariaa  of  Adelbert  col- 
lege of  Western  Reserve  university. 

2.  Files  of  Ohio  newspapers  in  Colum- 
bus libraries,  C,  W,  Rceder,  reference  li- 
brarian Ohio  State  University. 

3.  How  the  college  librarian  may  be  most 
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helpful  to  the  student,   Grace  E.  Herrick, 
librarian,  Western  college  for  women. 

4.  Making  of  the  shelf-list  in  the  New 
York  public  library,  Kenneth  D.  Metcalf, 
acting- librarian,  Oberlin  college. 

Keen  interest  was  shown  in  Mr  Met- 
calf's  account  of  the  part  played  by  the 
pholo-stat  in  the  making  of  shelf  list  for 
the  New  York  public  library.  The  colos- 
sal task  of  providing  a  library  of  75  years' 
growth  with  a  shelf  list  was  accomplished 
in  two  years  with  the  aid  of  this  modem 
invention  imfortunately  too  expensive  to 
be  of  value  to  a  small  institution. 

Mr  Reeder's  paper  gave  rise  to  a  dis- 
cussion on  files  of  Ohio  newspapers  in 
the  institutions  represented  in  the  meet- 
ing and  on  the  general  question  of  the 
advisability  of  keeping  files  of  newspa- 
pers in  a  college  library  and  the  preser- 
vation of  them  if  they  are  kept.  The 
outcome  of  this  discussion  was  the  adopt- 
ing of  a  motion  giving  the  Chair  authority 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  consider  the 
matter  of  newspaper  files  in  Ohio  college 
libraries. 

In  view  of  the  interest  shown  in  this 
session  it  was  agreed  to  meet  again  in 
the  spring  of  1918  with  the  Ohio  college 
association,  in  addition  to  the  usual  meet- 
ing next  fall  as  a  section  of  the  Ohio 
library  association. 

Bertha  M.  Schneider. 
Coming  meetings 

The  twenty-fourth  meeting  of  the 
Maine  library  association  will  be  held  at 
Kittery,  Maine,  May  25-26. 

The  California  library  association  will 
hold  its  annual  meeting  in  I,os  Angeles, 
Cal.,  during  the  week  of  June  4-9, 
Headquarters  wit]  be  at  the  Hollywood 
hotel  and  the  sessions  will  be  held  at  the 
Hollywood  Women's  club  house.  Special 
arrangements  will  be  made  for  the  sys- 
tematic visiting  and  inspection  of  typical 
libraries  in  Los  Angeles,  representing 
different  forms  of  library  service,  par- 
ticularly the  Public  library  and  its  Car- 
ole branches,  the  Los  Angeles  county 
free  library  and  the  high  school  libraries. 

The  joint  meeting  of  librarians  and  the 
ad  clubs  in  Chicago  has  been  postponed 
till  May  25. 


Interesting  ThingB  in  Print 

The  March  BuUetin  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
gives  details  and  arrangements  for  the 
meeting  to  be  held  in  Louisville,  June 
21-27. 

A  reprint  of  "Notes  on  legal  biblio- 
graphy," from  the  Law  Library  Journal, 
January,  1917,  has  been  issued  by  F.  C. 
Hicks,  law  librarian  of  the  Columbia 
university. 

The  Journal  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, Kansas  City,  Mo.,  has  a  list  of 
books  for  the  business  man,  compiled 
by  the  Public  library  of  that  city  every 
week. 

Two  recent  lists  are  The  Business 
man's  library,  representative  titles  se- 
lected from  the  collection  of  business 
books  in  the  Brooklyn  public  library,  and 
Amateur  theatricals,  also  selected  from 
the  collection  in  the  same  library. 

The  John  Crerar  library  has  issued  a 
new  list  of  its  books  on  The  history  of 
science,  prepared  by  A.  G.  S.  Josephson, 
as  a  supplement  to  the  list  which  was  is- 
sued in  1911.  The  list  contains  nearly 
800  titles  and  is  No.  12  of  the  library's 
bibliographical  publications. 

A  list  of  references  on  Schoolroom 
decorations,  has  been  issued  by  the  New 
York  public  library,  compiled  by  Rachel 
H.  Beall.  The  Hst  is  a  help  to  those  in- 
terested in  beautifying  and  decorating 
the  schoolroom.  A  few  titles  on  the 
study  of  pictures  are  given. 

The  thesis  on  Public  libraries  in  the 
South,  presented  for  graduation  at  the 
Library  school  of  the  New  York  public 
library,  by  May  V.  Crenshaw,  revised 
and  brought  up  to  date,  has  been  re- 
printed. It  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Library  school,  476  Fifth  avenue.  New 
York  City,  for  25c. 

The  Boston  University  News  of  April 
10  contains  a  very  interesting  accoimt  of 
the  library  of  the  College  of  Business 
Administration  of  the  university.  The 
article  on  this  library  is  the  fifteenth  of 
a  series  of  articles  on  the  special  libra- 
ries in  Boston,  written  by  Ralph  L. 
Power,  librarian  of  the  C.  B.  A. 
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The  High  school  and  the  public  li- 
brary, by  Kate  L.  Stewart,  B.  A.,  is  most 
interestingly  and  helpfully  discussed  in 
the  April  number  of  The  School,  pub- 
lished by  the  University  of  Toronto 
faculty  of  education. 

The  article  tells  of  the  work  done  in 
common  between  the  Toronto  public  li- 
brary and  the  Humberside  collegiate 
institute. 

An  outline  for  study  in  Vocational  ed- 
ucation and  guidance  of  youth,  has  been 
prepared  by  Emily  Robison  and  is  issued 
by  the  H.  W.  Wilson  Company,  35c.  It 
consists  of  17  programs  with  page  refer- 
ences and  bibliography.  Some  of  the 
topics  discussed  are  Industrial  education. 
Industrial  training  for  girls.  Co-operation 
of  agencies,  Commercial  and  agricul- 
tural education  and  Household  arts. 

Asa  Don  Dickinson  follows  the  usual 
custom  of  the  traveler  away  from  home 
and  has  written  "The  Panjab  library 
primer,"  having  in  mind  the  libraries  of 
Panjab  (which  the  Gazetteer  lists  under 
Punjar  and  locates  in  the  northwest  part 
of  British  India).  For  American  libraries 
the  book  has  only  a  curious  interest  as  it 
is  made  up  entirely  of  the  first  principles 
of  library  economy,  gathered  from  ac- 
cepted sources,  and  adapted  to  a  new 
field.  The  author  makes  no  claim  for  the 
little  volume  beyond  its  usefulness  to 
those  with  whom  he  was  associated  in  his 
year's  stay  in  Panjab  as  Hbrary  organizer. 

The  annual  Magasitie  Subject-Index, 
1916,  and  the  Dramatic  Index,  1916,  have 
been  issued  in  one  volume  by  the  Boston 
Book  Company.  There  are  150  different 
periodicals,  exclusive  of  those  in  the 
Readers'  guide  and  those  that  were  not 
included  in  Poole's  Index.  Many  of  the 
periodicals  formerly  included  in  Poole's 
are  included  so  that  it  is  a  continuation 
of  that  index.  There  are  28  British  and 
eight  Canadian  periodicals  included.  The 
Dramatic  Index  is  termed  Part  II  of  the 
volume  and  there  is  also  an  Appendix  of 
published  plays  and  dramatic  books  of 
the  year.  Price  of  the  Annual,  $8.50. 
Bound  separately,  $9.00.  p.  269-|-297-}- 
42. 


A  history  of  the  British  Museum  li- 
brary by  Gertrude  Burford  Rawlings, 
has  been  issued  by  the  H.  W.  Wilson 
Company.  The  writer  in  her  preface 
acknowledges  her  indebtedness  to  ma- 
terial sources  and  her  readers  will,  in 
turn,  acknowledge  their  indebtedness  to 
her  gift  of  storytelling  which  pours  life 
into  what  is  so  often  a  dry  and  tedious 
tale,  so  that  her  story  of  the  famous  li- 
brary has  such  a  decided  human  interest 
that  one  reads  it  fascinated.  Taking 
books  and  manuscripts  out  of  the  care  of 
officials  to  save  them  for  national  use,  is 
so  told  as  to  appear  a  praiseworthy  act 
though  it  is  admitted  that  the  method 
"annoyed  the  keeper  of  the  records."  The 
discussion  of  the  catalog  (spelled  with 
ue)  is  delightful  in  its  presentation  of  the 
old  philosophy  which  always  comes  up 
when  one  not  a  modem,  presents  the  sub- 
ject of  classification  and  cataloging.  The 
chapters  on  the  treasurers  of  the  museum 
represent  the  oft  repeated  but  always  be- 
wildering recital  of  what  interests  the 
writer,  but  which  as  often  serves  to  ex- 
cite the  disappointment  of  the  reader  afar 
off,  that  he  has  not  seen  and  known  the 
treasures  too. 


A  Sign  of  Appreciation 
The  Carnegie  corporation  has  offered 
a  gift  of  $35,000  to  Riverside.  Calif., 
provided  that  city  will  raise  $30,000  with 
which  to  make  the  library  building  ade- 
quate to  the  needs  of  the  city.  In  speak- 
ing of  the  project,  the  Riverside  Press 
says,  among  other  things : 

The  local  institution  has  a  national  prom- 
inence on  account  of  its  schools,  which  at- 
tract students  from  every  nook  and  corner 
of  the  country.  There  have  been  250  stu- 
dents and  teachers  who  have  attended  the 
library  schools,  who  came  from  all  parts 
of  the  United  States,  all  of  whom  are  now 
prominent  in  library  work  wherever  their 
duties  have  called  them. 

The  people  of  Riverside  should  appreciate 
the  tact  that  they  have  an  opportunity  to 
secure  some  valuable  assistance  for  the  li- 
brary by  authorizinR  a  comparatively  small 
bond  issue.  The  library  is  establishing  a 
place  for  itself  as  an  educational  institution 
of  national  prominence.  Its  extension  work 
is  growinf;  too  rapidly  for  its  floor  space. 
The  buildinjj  will  either  have  to  be  enlarfjed 
or  the  school  will  be  impossible  to  continue. 
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Library  Schools 
CameKie  librmiy  at  Atlanta 
During  the  past  month  Miss  Laura 
Hammond,  librarian  of  the  Georgia 
school  of  technology,  gave  two  lectures 
to  the  school  on  the  Administration  of  a 
college  library.  The  lectures  were  fol- 
lowed by  a  visit  to  the  Tech  library 
which  was  inspected  under  the  guidance 
of  Miss  Hammond. 

The  class  also  visited  the  State  library 
and  the  legislative  reference  division  of 
the  State  library  during  the  month. 

At  the  close  of  the  course  on  the  his- 
tory of  printing  the  students  visited  a 
printing  establishment  where  they  had 
demonstrated  to  them  all  the  processes  of 
printing. 

Mrs  Edna  Lyman  Scott  gave  her  regu- 
lar course  on  Work  with  children  March 
19-31.  On  March  29,  the  school  pre- 
sented Mrs  Scott  in  a  story-telling  recital 
to  which  a  number  of  guests  were  in- 
vited. After  the  recital  an  informal  re- 
ception was  held. 

Dr   Crenshaw,   professor   of   modem 
languages  at  the  Georgia  school  of  tech- 
noI<^y,  started  on  April  10  a  course  of 
12  lectures  on  elementary  Spanish. 
ToMMiE  Dora  Barker, 
Director. 
Camegie  library  school,  Pittsburgh 
The  school  opened  for  the  third  term 
April  9. 

Dr  Arthur  E.  Bostwick,  librarian  of 
the  St.  Louis  public  library,  lectured  on 
"Co-operation  of  the  public  library  with 
other  social  agencies"  and  the  "St.  Louis 
public  library,"  March  19. 

On  March  28,  the  school  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  hearing  a  lecture  on  Ballads  by 
Mr  Cecil  J.  Sharp,  director  of  the  Eng- 
lish folk-dance  society,  London,  England. 
Mr  Sharp  spent  some  time  in  the  Ap- 
palachian mountains  taking  down  old  bal- 
lads as  they  are  still  sung  by  the  people. 
He  considers  we  have  a  storehouse  of 
valuable  material  her»  in  America  where 
the  ballads  have  been  preserved  in  a 
purer  form  than  in  England. 

Miss  Carrie  E.  Scott,  organizer,  In- 
diana library  commission,  Indianapolis, 
gave  a  course  of  seven  lectures  on  the 


"Administration  of  small  libraries,"  April 
9-13. 

The  following  courses  are  scheduled 
for  the  Spring  term:  Administration  of 
small  libraries,  bookbinding,  book  selec- 
tion, cataloging,  departmental  routine, 
order  work,  parliamentary  law,  prepara- 
tion of  copy  for  the  printer,  printing,  pub- 
lic speaking,  round  table,  seminar  for 
periodical  review,  story-telling. 

Grace  Endicott,  '10,  has  been  appointed 
first  assistant  in  the  children's  department, 
Carnegie  library  of  Pittsburgh. 

Ethel  Sevin,  '09,  has,  owing  to  illness  in 
her  family,  resigned  her  position  of  chil- 
dren's librarian  in  Che  Brooklyn  public  li- 
brary. 

University  of  niinoia 

From  March  19  to  April  14,  members 
of  the  senior  class  were  assigned  to  vari- 
ous libraries  for  field  work,  the  assign- 
ment being  this  year  as  follows;  Win- 
tress  Brennan,  Public  library,  Gary,  Ind. ; 
Ella  Campbell,  Galesburg  public  library; 
Li  Hie  Cilley,  Public  library,  Davenport, 
la. ;  Vivian  Colgrove,  Decatur  public  li- 
brary; Florence  Craig,  Newberry  li- 
brary; Florence  Crouse,  Girls'  high 
school  library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Cena  L, 
Sprague,  Joliet  public  hbrary;  Sallie 
Vaught,  Library  of  the  Portland  Cement 
association,  Chicago ;  Lois  Woods,  Pub- 
lic library,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Two  of 
this  year's  class,  Jessie  E.  Weston  and 
Ruth  Hammond,  had  already  completed 
their  field  work,  spending  the  customary 
four  weeks  last  summer  in  the  service  of 
the  Denver  public  library.' 

Elizabeth  Forrest,  B.  L.  S.  '06,  who  is 
at  present  on  leave  of  absence  from  her 
position  as  librarian  of  the  Montana 
State  college  of  agriculture  and  mechanic 
arts,  and  is  working  for  the  M,  A.  de- 
gree at  the  University  of  Chicago,  visited 
the  library  and  library  school  the  last  of 
March.  During  her  stay,  Miss  Forrest 
gave  a  very  practical  talk  before  the 
junior  class,  showing  the  possibilities  of 
rendering  efficient  library  service  in  a 
library  with  little  equipment  and  smalt 
funds. 

Grace  Campbell,  '15-16,  has  been  appoint- 
ed recently  an  assistant  in  the  Public  li- 
brary, Joliet,  III. 

Margaret  Winning,  '13-14,  has  resigned 
her  position  on  the  staff  of  the  Roseabcrg 
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library,  Galveston,  Texas,  to  accept  the  po- 
■ition  of  assistant  librarian  in  the  Wasco 
county  library.  The  Dalies,  Oregoo. 

Frances  Simpson, 
Assistant-director, 
Kew  York  public  library 

The  seniors  and  the  advanced  students 
have  had  a  course  in  Italian  by  Professor 
Theophile  E.  Comba. 

Miss  Sutliff  and  Miss  Handerson,  with 
two  of  the  juniors,  represented  the  school 
at  the  Atlantic  City  meeting. 

The  Albany  library  school  students 
were  visitors  April  3-4  and  were  enter- 
tained by  the  students  with  a  tea,  Tues- 
day afternoon.  The  former  Albany 
students  at  the  central  building  were  in- 
vited guests. 

The  annual  Spring  trip  was  followed 
by  a  vacation  of  five  days  before  begin- 
ning the  work  of  the  Spring  term.  The 
cities  visited  were  Baltimore  where  vis- 
its were  made  to  the  Johns  Hopkins  uni- 
versity, Enoch  Pratt  library,  and  the  li- 
brary of  Peabody  institute.  At  Wash- 
ington, Thursday  and  Friday  were  spent 
in  visiting  libraries  and  Saturday  and 
Sunday  were  spent  sight-seeing.  In 
Philadelphia,  library  visiting  and  sight- 
seeing were  combined.  The  libraries  of 
the  Library  Company  and  the  Commer- 
cial museum  and  the  Curtis  Publishing 
Company,  were  visited. 

Agnes  UcCIure,  junior,  '12,  has  taken 
a  position  with  The  H.  W.  Wilson  Com- 
pany, White  Plains,  N.  Y.       ■ 

Urs  Maude  Durlin  Merritt,  junior,  '12, 
has  been  transferred  from  Hamilton  Fish 
branch  to  the  Reference  cataloging  depart- 

Elizabeth  Baldwin,  '13,  has  resigned  her 
position  with  the  Longmans  Green  Com- 
pany and  is  at  present  taking  a  course  in 
stenography. 

Gertrude  Olmsted,  '13,  has  resigned  her 
position  with  the  American  Museum  of 
Safely. 

Marguerite  Entler,  junior,  '13,  has  been 
appointed  librarian  of  the  Washington  high 
school,  Portland,  Oregon. 

Theodore  M.  Av6-Lallemaiit,  junior,  '14, 
secretary  of  the  Research  department  of  the 
National  Americanization,  has  returned  to 
New  York  after  five  months  leave  of  ab- 
sence to  serve  as  research  assistant  in  the 
Division  of  Immigrant  Education,  Bureav 
of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mrs   Rachel    Beall,  '15,   has   been    trans- 


ferred from  the  125th  Street  branch  to  St. 
Agnes  branch  as  First  assistant. 

Dorothy  Rogers,  '15,  has  resigned  her  po- 
sition in  the  Carnegie  library  of  Pittsburgh 
to  accept  the  position  of  High-school  li- 
brarian in  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin. 

Alice  F.  Rupp.  '15,  has  resigned  her  posi- 
tion in  the  New  Rochelle  public  library  and 
has  been  appointed  assistant  at  Tremont 
branch,  New  York  public  library. 

Ralph  Gossage  (student,  1915),  who  left 
the  school  to  engage  in  relief  work  in  Hol- 
land, has  returned  to  this  country.  He  ac- 
cepted a  position  in  the  reference  depart- 
ment of  New  York  public  library,  but  after 
serving  a  few  months  was  called  to  his  home 
by  the  serious  illness  of  his  father.  He 
writes  from  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  that  he  re- 
cently spoke  to  700  high-school  students  in 
Ottumwa  on  the  subject  of  his  work  in  Hol- 
land and   libraries  visited   in   England, 

Anna  Brackbill,  junior,  '16,  has  been  con- 
fined to  her  home  by  severe  illness  for  the 
past  two  months.  She  hopes  to  be  able  to 
return  to  work  by  May  first. 

Grace  Cook,  junior,  '16,  has  resigned  her 
position  in  New  York  public  library  to  be- 
come assistant  in  the  Engineering  library 
of  Columbia  i        """'' 


AzARiAH  S.  Root, 

Principal. 

Ernest  J.  Reecc  has  been  appointed 
principal  of  the  Library  school  of  the 
New  York  public  library  and  will  assume 
his  duties,  September  I,  at  which  time 
Mr  Root  will  return  to  Oberlin  col- 
lege, his  year's  leave  of  absence  having 
expired. 

Mr  Reece  was  graduated  from  the 
Western  Reserve  university,  '03,  and  the 
Western  Reserve  library  school,  '05.  He 
was  assistant  in  the  reference  depart- 
ment of  the  Qeveland  library  for  one 
year,  from  which  he  resigned  to  enter 
the  Oberlin  theological  seminary,  where 
he  studied  for  two  years  and  at  the  same 
time,  taught  in  the  night  school  for  for- 
eigners, conducted  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
He  spent  the  years  1908-'ll  in  establish- 
ing the  library  at  Oahu  college,  Hono- 
lulu, in  its  new  building.  He  became  in- 
structor in  the  University  of  Illinois  li- 
brary school  in  1912,  where  he  has  re- 
mained imtil  the  present.  During  this 
time  he  was  also  in  joint  charge  of  the 
Siunmer  session.  He  pursued  graduate 
study  in  political  science  in  the  muTer- 
sity  and  published  a  handbook  entitled 
State  documents  for  libraries,  with  a 
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brief  bibliography,  Selected  Illinois  doca- 
ments.    For  two  years,  he  has  been  secre- 
tary of  the  Illinois  library  association. 
New  York  sUte  library 

A  senior  elective  course  on  High  school 
library  work  will  be  offered  in  1917-18. 
It  will  consist  of  lectures,  discussions  and 
reports  on  the  needs  and  conditions  in 
High  school  libraries.  The  active  co- 
operation of  the  New  York  State  college 
for  teachers  and  the  Albany  high  school 
have  been  promised  for  practice  work. 
The  School  libraries  and  Visual  instruc- 
tion divisions  of  the  State  education  de- 
partment will  provide  opportunity  for 
the  study  of  problems  arising  in  their 
work  and  several  specialists  of  the  de- 
partment will  present  the  subject  from 
the  viewpoint  of  the  teachers.  As  op- 
portunity permits,  students  in  the  course 
will  assist  in  organizing  high  school  li- 
braries throughout  the  state  during  the 
month  of  March.  The  course  will  be 
open  to  any  qualified  senior  and  may  be 
taken,  in  connection  with  the  junior  year, 
by  well-prepared  first-year  students  with 
special  pedagogic  training  and  teaching 
experience.  As  the  course  will  extend 
throughout  the  year,  it  will  not  be  open 
to  part-time  students  or  those  who  are 
ineligible  for  regular  admission  to  the 
school. 

The  annual  library  trip  ended  April 
11.  The  usual  libraries  in  New  York, 
Newark,  Philadelphia  and  Washington 
were  visited  and  unusually  good  weather 
made  the  trip  very  pleasant.  On  Mon- 
day. .\pril  1,  a  large  number  of  the 
students  paid  a  voluntary  visit  to  the 
plant  of  the  H.  W.  Wilson  Co.,  at  White 
Plains,  N.  Y.  After  the  formal  close 
of  the  trip  about  a  dozen  returned  to 
Albany  by  way  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa., 
where  they  visited  the  Osterhout  library 
under  the  guidance  of  Miss  Dorrance  of 
the  class  of  1918. 

The  class  of  1917  have  in  several  cases 

completed   their   original   bibliographies 

and  nearly  all  of  the  others  are  nearing 

completion.  F.  K.  Walter. 

Pratt  institute 

The  spring  trip,  March  24-31,  was  one 
of    the   most    interesting   professionally 


and  delightful  socially  of  any  that  our 
School  mis  taken,  and  the  students  re- 
turned full  of  enthusiasm  for  library 
work  and  with  a  realization  that  though 
there  may  be  nine-and-sixty  ways  of  do- 
ing most  things,  the  same  spirit  of  service 
and  esprit  du  corps  animates  librarians 
everywhere.  We  saw  the  libraries  of 
two  universities,  Princeton  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, two  smaller  college  libraries,  Bryn 
Mawr  and  Dickinson,  a  large  library  sys- 
tem—Philadelphia, a  medium- sized  pub- 
lic library — Trenton,  and  a  small  library, 
the  very  centre  of  village  life — the  Ab- 
ington  library  at  Jenkintown,  Pennsyl- 
vania. We  visited  the  state  libraries  of 
New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  and  heard 
about  the  commission  work  of  the  two 
states  from  the  workers  therein.  We 
spent  a  day  at  Hagerstown  and  saw  the 
work  of  the  Washington  County  library 
in  its  town  and  county  aspects.  There 
was  time  to  hear  in  detail  of  the  work  of 
the  book  wagon  and  of  the  county  sta- 
tions, as  well  as  the  school  and  children's 
work  of  the  library  in  Hagerstown. 
Ever3fwhere  we  were  made  welcome 
with  a  bounteous  hospitality,  of  whidi 
the  limitations  of  space  forbid  detailed 
ac  kno  wledgment. 

A  very  interesting  problem  in  book 
selection  was  worked  out  by  the  class 
last  term — the  selection  of  $250  worth 
of  books  for  a  small  library  in  South 
Carolina,  which  had  been  recently  burned 
out.  The  list  included  juvenile  and  adult 
books,  reference  books,  fiction  and  non- 
fiction,  and  to  secure  a  fairly  r^resenta- 
tive  well-rounded  collection  for  the 
money  made  a  problem  of  unusual  value. 

The  entrance  examinations  for  the 
class  of  1918  will  be  held  on  Friday. 
June  1. 

Josephine  Adams  Rathbone, 

Vice-director. 
Sinunoiu  coUege 

Visits  have  been  made  recently  to  the 
North  End  branch  of  the  Boston  public 
library  and  to  the  store  of  the  Curtis  and 
Cameron  Company.  The  latter  had  not 
previously  been  on  the  Library  school 
schedule  for  visits,  but  this  year  the  firm 
courteously  permitted  the  library  econ- 


.,,""-ii.,Googlc 


206 


Public   Libraries 


cmy  class  to  come  in  two  groups  to  see 
the  Copley  prints  and  the  Medici  prints, 
in  connection  with  their  study  of  the  use 
of  pictures  in  libraries. 

Visiting  lecturers  for  the  month  have 
been:  Miss  Maud  J.  Campbell,  of  the 
Massachusetts  free  public  library  com- 
mission, on  Work  with  foreigners;  John 
A.  Lowe,  who  gave  an  illustrated  lecture 
on  Advertising;  Miss  Margaret  Kneil, 
librarian  of  the  Somerville  high  school  li- 
brary, who  spoke  in  the  course  on  High 
school  libraries. 

The  spring  recess  occurred  March  22- 
April  3. 

Dr  Wolcott  of  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of 
Education  has  generously  loaned  not  only 
his  collection  of  pictures  of  high  school 
libraries,  but  a  number  of  lantern  slides. 

Isabelle  Chaff^n.  Simmons  '15,  has  been 
put  in  charge  of  the  library  of  the  Norton 
company,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Margaret  Sinclair,  Simmons  '17,  is  doing 
temporary  work  in  Williams  College  hbrary. 

Clara  Beetle,  Simmons  '14,  has  been  ap- 
pointed    cataloger    at     Northwestern    uni- 

Florence  Finley,  Simmons  '06,  is  assistant 
in  the  library  of  the  Arthur  D.  Little  Com- 
pany, Boston. 

Louise  Hoxie,  Simmons  '13-'14,  has  been 
appointed  senior  assistant  in  the  Detroit 
public  library. 

Marian  Cross,  Simmons  '15,  is  resigning 
from  the  library  of  Clark  university  to  take 
a  year's  rest. 

June  Richardson  Donnelly, 

Director, 
Western  Reserve  univeraity 

The  course  in  Book  binding  given  by 
Miss  Gertrude  Stiles,  supervisor  of  the 
Binding  department  of  the  Qeveland 
public  library,  began  March  21  and  will 
continue  for  10  weeks,  with  practical 
work  in  binding  and  repair  of  books. 

In  the  Book  selection  course,  lectures 
have  been  given  by  Miss  Virginia  E. 
Graeff  of  the  Cleveland  ai^  school  on 
Books  of  the  fine  arts  and  by  Prof  C.  C. 
Arbuthnot,  head  of  the  Economics  de- 
partment of  Adeibert  college,  W.  R.  U., 
on  books  on  Economics, 

In  the  Library  administration  course, 
Miss  Eastman's  lectures  on  Library 
buildings  and  furniture  have  continued. 


Miss  Bessie  Sargeant  Smith,  supervisor 
of  the  smaller  branches  and  high  school 
libraries  of  the  Cleveland  public  library, 
gave  one  lecture  on  High  school  libraries, 
and  Carl  P.  P.  Vitz,  second  vice-librarian 
of  the  Cleveland  public  library,  gave  a 
lecture  on  Printing  and  proof-reading. 

In  the  Public  library  and  community 
welfare  course,  Sherman  C.  Kingsley, 
director  of  the  Welfare  federation  of 
Cleveland,  spoke  on  the  work  of  the  fede- 
ration in  its  contact  with  human  prob- 
lems. 

Other  lectures  ^ven  during  the  month 
have  been  those  on  Parliamentary  prac- 
tice, by  Mrs.  C.  S'.  Selover,  of  Qeveland, 
Parliamentarian  of  the  Ohio  federation 
of  Women's  clubs;  the  History  and  field 
of  the  A.  L.  A.  by  George  B.  Utley,  sec- 
retary of  the  A.  L.  A.;  and  County  li- 
braries by  Joseph  L.  Wheeler,  librarian, 
Reuben  McMillan  free  library,  Youngs- 
town. 

Miss  Nelle  C.  White,  for  many  years 
secretary  of  the  School,  now  executive 
secretary  of  Blair  academy,  Blairstown, 
N.  J.,  was  a  welcome  caller  at  the  school 
while  on  a  brief  visit  to  her  family  in 
Cleveland. 

Alice  S.  Tyler, 

Director. 
University  of  Wisconsin 

The  field  practice  period  came  to  a 
close  March  28  and  the  spring  quarter 
commenced  April  3,  after  a  brief  recess. 
Two  delightful  lectures  were  given  by 
Miss  Jessie  B,  Rittenhouse,  literary 
editor  of  the  New  York  Times,  the  first 
on  "American  poets  of  today"  on  the 
evening  of  April  S,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Library  School  but  open  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  with  an  audience  of  600.  She 
spoke  again  to  the  school  the  foUownig 
morning  on  "Contemporary  lyric  poets 
of  America." 

Miss  Caroline  Bumite  visited  the 
school  on  April  10  and  1 1  and  spoke  on 
the  children's  work  in  Cleveland  and  the 
training  class  for  children's  librarians. 

Miss  Marion  Humble,  an  instructor  in 
the  school  and  visitor  for  the  commis- 
sion since  August,  1913,  presented  her 
resignation  in  March,  to  accept  the  posi- 
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lion  of  acting-library  editor  for  the  De- 
troit public  library.  In  connection  with 
her  instruction  and  field  work,  she  edited 
a  new  edition  of  the  Suggestive  list  for 
children's  books  and  was  a  constant  con- 
tributor to  the  Wisconsin  Bulletin.  She 
will  be  greatly  missed  by  her  associates 
in  the  school  and  the  librarians  of  the 
state. 

At  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  election  in 
April,  two  students  in  the  Library  school 
classes  were  honored  by  the  society, 
Vivian  Swerig,  senior  in  the  Joint  course, 
and  Margaret  StaufFer,  senior  taking  the 
course  for  teacher-librarian. 

A  luncheon  was  given  for  Miss  Jes- 
sie Rittenhouse  during  her  visit  to  the 
school.  In  honor  of  Miss  Carpenter  and 
Miss  Humble,  Miss  Hazeltine  enter- 
tained the  faculty  at  a  breakfast,  April  1. 
Miss  Humble  was  also  entertained  by  the 
class  and  later  by  Mr  and  Mrs  Lester. 
Ruth  Knowlton,  '09,  has  been  appointed, 
under  civil  service,  to  a  position  in  the  li- 
brary of  the  Bureau  of  labor  statistics, 
Washington.  She  has  been  assistant  li- 
brarian in  the  Oshkosh  state  normal  school 
for   several   years. 

Florence  Fisher,  '13,  children's  librarian  in 
the  Eau  Claire  public  library,  has  accepted 
a  similar  position  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

Lucius  H.  Cannon,  '14,  is  serving  as  act- 
ing reference  librarian  in  the  Racine  pub- 
lic library,  durtni;  the  leave  of  absence  of 
Lillian  Jones,  '09. 

Leona  L.  Clark,  'IS,  has  been  appointed 
to  a  position  in  the  library  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  agriculture,  Washington,  beginning 
work  April  20.  She  has  been  employed  in 
the  Wisconsin  civil  service  commission  for 
the  past  year.  Both  of  these  positions  were 
won  in  civil  service  examinations. 

Laura  J.  Gage,  '15,  accepted  the  posi- 
tion as  assistant  in  charge  of  stations  in  the 
Superior  public  library.  Since  graduation 
she  has  been  in  the  cataloging  and  reference 
department  of  the  Cincinnati  public  library. 
Sophia  Hall,  '16,  completed  work  for  her 
bachelor's  degree  at  the  university  in  Feb- 
ruary and  was  appointed  assistant  in  the 
Ptatteville  state  normal  school  library, 
March  1. 

Juliet   Lawrence,  '16,  joined  the  staff  of 
the  Public  library,  Detroit,  Mich.,  March  1, 
-    resigning  her  position  in  the  Public  library, 
Duluth,  Minn. 

Mary  Emocene  Hazeltine, 
Preceptor. 


A  library  scholarship 

The  St  Paul  college  club  has  instituted 
a  library  scholarship  to  be  awarded  to 
some  member  of  the  public  library  plan- 
ning to  attend  a  library  school.  It  is 
believed  that  this  is  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  libraries  that  such  a  scholar- 
ship has  been  established. 
Sununer  schools 

The  seventh  annual  Summer  session 
of  the  University  of  Illinois  library 
school  will  begin  June  18,  1917,  and  con- 
tinue for  six  weeks,  using  the  ample 
quarters  and  equipment  of  the  Library 
school.  The  principal  instructors  are 
Miss  Ethel  Bond  and  Miss  Sabra  W. 
Vought,  of  the  Library  school  faculty, 
and  Miss  Eva  Cloud,  librarian  of  the 
Kewanee  public  library. 

Many  incidental  advantages  accrue  to 
the  students  of  the  summer  session  of 
the  Library  school  because  of  its  con- 
nection with  the  University. 

The  Summer  session  of  the  Library 
school  is  intended  primarily  for  Illinois 
librarians  who  wish  the  training  but  wha 
are  unable  to  take  a  regular  library 
school  course.  Applicants  must  have 
graduated  from  a  high  school,  and  must 
be  engaged  in  library  work,  either  as 
librarian,  library  assistant  or  teacher-li- 
brarian. No  fee  is  required  of  students 
registering  from  Illinois  libraries;  stu- 
dents from  other  states  pay  a  fee  of  $12. 

For  a  circular,  giving  fuller  informa- 
tion, address  the  Director  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  library  school,  Urbana, 
Illinois. 

A  summer  school  for  library  workers 
will  be  held  at  State  College,  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Free  library  commission, 
June  25- Aug.  3. 

The  students  in  the  library  school  may 
take  one  subject  in  the  course  for  teach- 
ers, without  additional  expense.  Cre- 
dentials showing  that  the  applicant  either 
holds  a  library  position,  or  is  under  ap- 
pointment to  one  must  be  presented  with 
the  application.  Tuition  will  be  free  to 
all  residents  of  Pennsylvania.  Others 
will  be  expected  to  pay  a  fee  of  $20.  Full 
information  will  be  sent  on  application 
to  the  Free  library  commission,  Harns- 
burg.  Pa. 
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School  Exhibit 

The  Inland  Empire  teachers'  associa- 
tion was  held  April  4,  in  Spokane,  Wash. 

One  of  the  interesting  things  in  con- 
nection with  it  was  the  attention  that 
was  given  to  library  service  as  part  of 
high  school  equipment.  There  was  an 
exhibit  of  unusual  interest,  showing  the 
library  material  that  could  be  made  help- 
ful for  English  departments  as  illustrated 
by  material  in  use  in  the  two  high  schools 
in  Spokane. 

The  material  was  grouped  under: 

1.  Composition. 

2.  Literature. 

3.  Library  training. 

Outlines  filled  out  with  selected  ma- 
terial were  furnished  throughout  seven 
courses  in  English.  The  following, 
somewhat  condensed,  gives  an  idea  of 
the  value  of  the  outlines : 
Enghsh  I 
CoRipasition 

1.  Pictures  used  for  exercises  in  description. 

a.  Landscape. 

b.  Persons, 
c  Animals, 
d.  Action. 

2.  Books  on  letter  writing. 

a.  Altmaier— Commercial    correspondence. 

b.  Cody — How  to  do  business. 

c.  Westlakc— How  to  write. 

d.  Stevenson — Letters. 
Literature 

1.  Pictures. 

a.  Tissot  Bible  pictures. 

b.  National  geographic  magazine. 

c.  Lincoln  portraits. 

d.  Treasure   Island   pictures. 

e.  White  mountain  pamphlet. 

2.  Illustrated  editions. 

a.  Treasure  Island. 

b.  Pilgrim's  progreai, 

c  Kipling— Jungle  book. 

3.  Collateral  reading. 

a.  Hodges— Class  book  of  Old  Testament 

stories. 

b.  Overton — Stevenson. 

c  Gross — Lincoln's  own   stories, 
d.  Nicolay — Boy's  life  of  Lincoln, 
Library  training 

1.  Readers'  guide. 

2.  How  to  open  a  book. 

3.  Sample  pages  of  dictionaries. 

4.  Sample  pages  of  encyclopedias. 

5.  Books. 

Dana— Bookbinding. 


The  exhibit  was  arranged  for  by  Miss 
Lucile  Fargo  of  the  North  Central  high 
school,  Spokane,  Wash.  There  was  one 
table  devoted  to  a  more  general  aspect  of 
high  school  library  work,  covering  the 
following  points : 

a.  Care  and  organization  of  the  high 
school  library. 

b.  Lists  of  books  for  high  school  li- 
braries. 

c.  Books  on  the  instruction  of  use  of 
the  library. 

A  meeting  of  librarians  was  held  in 
connection  with  the  Inland  Empire  teach- 
ers' association,  April  4-5.  Miss  Gertrude 
Backhouse,  librarian  of  the  University 
of  Montana,  presided. 

State  Superintendent  J.  H.  Churchill 
of  Salem,  Oregon,  told  of  the  work  in        I 
Oregon   where  the  school  libraries   are 
under  the  State  library  and  all  the  li- 
braries are  responsible  to  the  State  li- 
brary for  their  work.    The  State  library        I 
issues  two  lists  of  books,  one  for  elemen- 
tary, the  other  for  high  schools.     Their        | 
use  has  greatly  improved  the  character 
of  the  school  libraries. 

Statements  of  Supt  Churchill  of  great 
significance  coming  as  they  do  from  a 
school  man  and  not  from  a  librarian, 
were: 

If  I  could  visit  but  one  department  of  a 
school  to  find  out  what  kind  of  work' the 
school  does,  I  would  ask  to  sit  in  the  library 
for  a  while. 

The  State  Education  department  of  Ore- 
gon has  recommended  to  its  superintendents 
that  in  any  high  school  employing  as  many 
as  10  teachers,  nine  of  these  be  used  on  the 
regular  teaching  force  and  the  tenth  one 
be  a  trained  liabrarian,  who  may  give  her 
whole  time  to  library  work  and  thus  serve 
the  other  nine.  Inside  of  10  years  there  will 
not  be  a  high  school  of  that  size  in  the 
Northwest  which  does  not  employ  a  libra- 
rian trained  in  some  one  of  our  standard 
library    schools. 

The  second  speaker  was  Principal  R. 
L.  Lipscomb,  High  school,  Hilliard, 
Wash.  The  subject  was,  "The  need  for 
trained  librarians  in  small  high  schools." 
Mr  Lipscomb  spoke  from  personal  ex- 
perience as  he  has  just  been  having  his 
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own  library  ot^nized.  He  had  supposed 
at  first  that  if  someone  came  down  for 
a  few  hours  and  told  him  how,  he  could 
do  the  rest  himself.  That  was  about 
eight  weeks  ago.  A  trained  librarian  has 
been  at  work  since,  not  giving  her  whole 
time,  to  be  sure,  but,  nevertheless,  de- 
voting many  hours  tothe  work,  and  it  is 
not  finished  yet. 

Discussion  of  this  paper  was  opened 
by  Mr  Coffman,  from  the  English  de- 
partment of  the  Uni.  of  Montana. 
"One  need  in  our  higher  institutions," 
said  Mr  Coffman,  "is  instruction  in  the 
use  of  the  library," 

Mr  Davies,  of  Butte,  added  to  this, 
that  we  should  not  get  the  idea  that,  as 
the  number  in  our  high  schools  increases, 
one  trained  librarian  is  going  to  be  able 
to  do  all  the  work.  In  a  very  large  high 
school  it  takes  one  person  just  to  attend 
to  the  discipline  and  the  mechanical  de- 
tails. If  we  double  the  number  of  li- 
brarians we  increase  the  efficiency  about 
six  times. 

Mrs  Josephine  C.  Preston,  superintend- 
ent of  public  instruction.  Washington, 
spoke  next  on  the  subject  The  county 
library,  a  plan  of  co-operation,  the 
only  way  to  give  the  country  people  equal 
privileges  with  the  city  people.  A  book 
or  a  visitor  means  a  great  deal  to  the 
IH^'iple  in  the  country. 

Miss  Adella  Parker,  teacher  of  his- 
tory and  economics  in  a  Seattle  high 
school,  told  in  a  very  entertaining  man- 
ner of  her  work  in  getting  the  students 
in  her  classes  interested  in  magazine 
reading,  especially  articles  of  a  nature 
not  usually  attractive  to  the  youthful 
mind,  but  most  instructive.  She  told  how 
she  bound  the  magazines,  stripped  of  all 
superfluous  reading  matter,  in  attractive 
red  bindings.  Then  she  gave  the  work 
as  assignments  to  be  checked  up  monthly 
by  the  members  of  her  classes. 

"I  wanted  them  to  know  both  auth- 
ors and  magazines,"  said  Miss  Parker. 
"They  read  them,  although  at  first  a  bit 
grudgingly.  However,  there  is  not  a 
boy  or  girl  who  is  not  attracted  by  mat- 
ter to  be  found  in  some  one  of  the  stand- 
ard magazines.     Moreover,  I  have  had 


students  of  former  years  come  to  me  and 
tell  me  how  deeply  they  appreciati^d  the 
magazine  work.  So  I  know  it  to  be  a 
success  and  am  adding  to  its  possibili- 
ties every  year.  It  certainly  pays  to  have 
books  in  the  classroom,  to  get  the  pupils 
started  using  them  when  they  would  not 
go  to  the  library  for  such  reading." 

Miss  Lucile  Fargo,  of  the  North  Cen- 
tral high  school,  Spokane,  explained  the 
idea  of  the  exhibit  (see  p — ).  Library 
aids  in  teaching  English,  including  pic- 
tures, illustrated  editions  of  the  classics, 
collateral  reading,  and  student  exercises 
in  library  training  work,  made  up  the 
greater  part  of  the  exhibit. 

Kenneth  G.  Olson,  of  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  high  school,  Spokane,  gave  a  con- 
cise talk  on  the  use  of  the  library  in 
teaching  English. 

"The  library  is  a  wonderful  machine," 
.said  Mr,  Olson,  "and  if  the  boy  learns 
to  use  it  he  gains  power  as  he  would  in 
mastering  any  machine." 

He  outlined  four  groups  of  material 
which  he  tells  his  students  to  look  for  in 
looking  up  a  certain  subject:  The  en- 
cyclopedias and  dictionaries,  the  encyclo- 
pedias of  special  subjects,  general  books 
on  a  given  subject,  to  be  found  by  look- 
ing in  the  card  catalog  and  in  the  in- 
dexes of  books  on  that  subject,  periodical 
information  to  be  found  in  the  Readers' 
Guide  and  Poole's  Index,  and  last  the 
documentary  books  such  as  the  Confires- 
sional  Record. 

An  invitation  was  given  to  all  present 
to  attend  the  Library  section  of  the 
N.  E.  A.  at  Portland  and  the  program 
to  be  given  there  was  briefly  outlined. 

On  Thursday,  20  were  present  at  a 
librarians'  luncheon,  and  the  nominating 
committee  r  e  p  o  r  t  e  d — Miss  Gertrude 
Buckhouse,  University  of  Montana, 
president,  Wm.  W.  Foote,  State  col- 
lege, Pullman,  Washington,  secretary. 
Mary  C.  Richardson. 


The  friends  made  in  boolts  are  as 
helpful  or  harmful  as  those  made  in 
school.  Let  your  children  own  only 
the  books  whose  character  are  strong, 
true,  worth  knowing. 
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News  From  the  Field 
East 

The  annual  report  of  the  Phoebe  Grif- 
fin Noyes  library  of  Old  Lyme,  Mass., 
for  1916,  shows  a  total  circulation  of 
9175v.  with  7649  books  in  the  library. 

Cards  have  been  received  announcing 
the  marriage  of  Josephine  S.  Heydrick 
Pratt  '94,  until  recently  librarian  of  the 
Pequot  library  at  Southport,  Connecticut, 
to  the  Rev,  W.  H.  Holman  of  Southport. 

The  report  of  the  Public  library  of 
Dover,  N.  H.,  on  the  year's  work,  records 
a  circulation  of  77,010  v.,  fiction  63  per 
cent;  number  of  volumes  in  the  library 
45,456. 

Efforts  are  being  started  to  raise  a 
fund  for  the  purchase  and  preservation 
of  the  home  of  John  Greenteaf  Whittier 
at  Amesbury,  Mass.,"  by  the  Whittier 
home  society  of  that  place. 

The  Memorial  Hall  hbrary,  Andover, 
Mass..  reports  for  1917,  a  circulation  of 
40,377v.  in  a  town  of  7,300  inhabitants, 
with  an  especially  large  reference  use. 
The  gifts  of  the  year  include  the  Catholic 
encyclopedia  and  the  new  edition  of  the 
New  International  encyclopedia. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Greenfield,  Mass.,  shows  a  total 
circulation  of  79,030v.  with  33,916  books 
on  the  shelves  and  5033  registered  bor- 
rowers. The  task  of  reclassifying  and 
recataloging  the  books  in  the  library  has 
been  finished. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  library 
of  Brookline,  Mass.,  records  number  of 
volumes  lent  for  home  use,  231,602, 
prints,  4648.  Number  of  volumes  on  the 
shelves,  92,649.  Lectures  and  exhibits 
were  held  at  the  library  during  the  year. 
Receipts  for  the  year,  $34,637 ;  expendi- 
tures, $34,636. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Fletcher  free 
library,  Burlington,  Vt.,  for  1916,  re- 
cords a  year  of  increased  activity  in  all 
branches  of  the  work.  The  total  circu- 
lation was  94,244v.  with  a  borrowers' 
list  of  6899.  The  children's  room  and 
reference  room  have  been  busy  and  at- 
tendance  has   been  very   good.     Some 


school  service  has  been  extended  and  it 
is  hoped  this  will  expand. 

The  bill  exempting  library  employes 
from  civil  service  has  been  withdrawn 
from  the  Massachusetts  le^slature.  The 
Civil  Service  commission  insists  that  it 
has  no  intention  of  classifying  the  library 
assistants  and,  those  in  charge,  relying 
on  this  promise,  agreed  with  the  commis- 
sion that  the  bill  was  needless.  It  was, 
therefore,  withdrawn. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  records  a 
cotal  circulation  of  67,197  v.  with  a  bor- 
rowers list  of  2334  and  19,103  v.  in  the 
library.  Three  lectures  were  given  at 
the  library  during  the  year  and  an  inter- 
esting exhibit  of  books  as  Christmas 
gifts  for  children,  was  held  during  the 
holidays.  During  Health  week,  an  ex- 
hibit of  books  on  health  was  held  by  the 
library  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  The  library 
has  been  active  in  advertising  in  various 
ways  with  good  results. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  library 
of  Maiden,  Mass.,  contains  a  review  of 
the  work  of  the  library  for  the  past  five 
years.  Within  that  time  the  circulation 
has  grown  34  per  cent,  use  of  the  refer- 
ence department  40  per  cent.  One 
branch  has  been  established  and  two  de- 
posit stations.  Deposits  were  sent  also  to 
six  fire  stations  and  to  all  the  grades  of 
17  schools,  with  the  exception  of  the  first 
and  second  grades.  The  hours  have  been 
reduced  from  46  to  40.  The  minimum 
and  maximum  salaries  have  been  raised. 
Two-thirds  of  the  library  has  been  re- 
classified and  recataloged.  The  circula- 
tion for  I9I6  reached  243,317  v.;  number 
of  volumes  on  the  shelves,  69,604 ;  num- 
ber of  borrowers,  12,089,  25  per  cent  of 
the  population  of  the  city.  The  total  ex- 
penditures for  library  maintenance  was 
$23,207,  of  which  $4095  was  for  books 
and  $11,566  for  salaries.  An  addition 
to  the  building  gave  a  larger  children's 
room  with  a  separate  entrance,  an  addi- 
tional art  room,  more  space  for  the  cata- 
loging force  and  study  rooms  for  the 
juvenile  department. 

The  report  of  the  Boston  Athenaeum 
for  1916  g^ves  a  resume  of  the  process 
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of  combining  the  two  indexes  which  the 
hbrary  possessed;  one  in  five  volumes 
and  the  other  on  cards. 

G>pies  of  the  printed  catalog  were  cut 
up  so  that  the  titles  might  be  pasted  on 
cards.  This  work  required  the  greatest 
care  and  accuracy,  as  something  like  300,- 
000  small  thin  slips  of  paper  had  to  be 
pasted  and  kept  in  order.  The  work  was 
entrusted  to  the  Library  Bureau  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Emma  W.  Sher- 
man, under  whom  it  was  completed  in 
one  and  a  half  years.  After  the  delivery 
of  the  cards  to  the  Athenaeum  it  was 
necessary  to  harmonize  the  author  en- 
tries with  those  already  in  the  supple- 
mentary card  catalog  and  to  supply  the 
accurate  bibliographical  data  ntcessary 
for  a  completed  catalog.  The  result  fur- 
nishes a  complete  card  catalog  of  the 
contents  of  the  Athenaeum  containing 
the  latest  information.  The  entire  enter- 
prise has  bcEn  under  the  direction  of 
Miss  Linda  F,  Wildman,  to  whose  con- 
stant attention  for  the  last  12  years  is 
due  the  result  of  a  consistent,  accurate 
and  complete  catalog. 

A  gift  to  the  library  in  the  year  was  a 
miscellaneous  collection  of  newspapers 
covering  the  years  of  1768-1842.  These 
have  been  filed  under  their  distinguishing 
names  and  localities  and  form  a  valuable 
source  of  information  to  historians. 

A-  list  of  books,  newspapers,  maps, 
music  and  miscellaneous  matter,  printed 
in  the  South  during  the  Confederacy 
has  been  placed  in  the  library  under  the 
title  of  Confederate  literature,  with  an 
introduction  by  James  Ford  Rhodes. 

An  exhibition  of  autographs,  engraved 
portraits,  caricatures  and  books  relating 
to  Dr  Samuel  Johnson  and-  the  circle  of 
distinguished  men  and  women  of  his 
time  in  England,  was  held  in  the  Spring 
of  1916. 

A  set  of  the  official  diaries  of  the  Su- 
preme governors  of  United  States  of 
Mexico,  1877-1910,  has  been  placed  in 
the  library. 

The  library  report  gives  a  long  list  of 
very  interesting  gifts  of  the  year  from 
people  connected  with  local  and  national 
history- 


George  Hill  Evans,  former  librarian 
of  the  Public  library  of  Woburn,  Mass., 
has  been  elected  librarian  of  the  Public 
library  of  Somerville  to  succeed  Drew 
B.  Hall,  resigned.  Mr  Evans  was  in 
charge  of  one  of  the  Brooklyn  branch 
libraries  before  going  to  Woburn. 
Central  Atlantic 

Earle  D.-  Willey  has  been  appointed 
librarian  of  the  Delaware  state  library. 

Rebecca  Schneider,  B.  L.  S.,  N.  Y. 
State,  '14,  was  married  to  Charles  A, 
Waxman  of  Seattle  on  April  S. 

Helen  S.  Carpenter,  N.  Y.  State,  '10- 
'11,  resigned  her  position  with  The  H. 
W.  Wilson  Company  in  March  to  take 
charge  of  the  filing  system  of  the  Na- 
tional Committee  on  Prisons,  New  York 
City. 

The  New  York  society  library,  which 
was  created  by  royal  charter  in  1772. 
has  received  a  bequest  of  $600,000  and 
letters  written  by  George  Washington, 
by  the  will  of  the  late  Sarah  C.  Goodhue, 
Litchfield,  Conn. 

Mr  A.  Houghton  Pratt,  late  of  the 
firm  of  Houghton  Mifflin  &  Company, 
has  withdrawn  from  that  firm  and  will 
engage  in  business  separately.  Mr  Pratt 
will  act  as  counsellor  in  fine  private  li- 
braries, rare  books  and  art  objects.  His 
address  is  City  club.  New  York  City. 

The  New  York  public  library  had  an 
exhibit  of  recent  accessions  in  their  print 
department,  during  April.  It  included 
50  etchings  by  MacLaughlan,  16  by  Allen 
Lewis,  24  lithographs  by  Odilon  Redon, 
drawings  by  Rodin,  Mauve,  Blum,  Phil 
May,  Luks  and  others,  monotypes  and 
miscellaneous  prints,  bringing  the  num- 
ber to  about  250. 

Mrs  Robert  P.  Keep  (Elizabeth  V. 
Hale),  N.  Y.  State,  '94-'95,  died  very 
suddenly  on  Mar.  28.  Since  1903,  Mrs 
Keep  had  been  principal  of  the  Porter 
School  for  Girls  at  Farmington,  Conn. 
Her  active  library  career  dates  back  to 
the  period  previous  to  her  marriage  tn 
1897.  For  more  than  10  years  she  was 
librarian  and  treasurer  of  the  Circulating 
library  at   Elizabethtown,  N.  Y,,  ana 
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was  also  connected  with  several  other 
libraries  for  short  periods. 

Space  for  a  branch  of  the  Public  li- 
brary is  being  prepared  in  the  new  mu- 
nicipal building  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  This 
branch  will  be  a  working  collection  of 
material  helpful  to  business  men,  cover- 
ing the  important  industries  and  occupa- 
tions of  the  city.  It  will  collect,  arrange 
and  make  available  material  on  municipal 
affairs.  It  will  include  material  on  po- 
litical science,  political  economy,  capital 
and  labor,  banks,  finance,  credit,  engi- 
neering, business  methods,  advertising, 
etc. 

The  Genesee  branch  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Rochester,  N.  Y,,  moved  its 
68,000v.  in  twenty-four  hours,  without 
suspension  of  library  service.  Boxes 
were  provided  to  accommodate  the  ca- 
pacity of  a  shelf.  The  books  were  lifted 
down  from  the  old  shelves  and  placed  on 
the  new  in  the  same  relative  position  they 
had  occupied  before.  A  special  force 
worked  late  at  night  and  early  in  the 
morning  so  that  by  the  time  the  school 
children  were  ready  to  come,  everything 
was  in  order  and  the  staff  was  kept  busy 
issuing  books  and  cards  to  new  subscrib- 
ers. 

A  new  branch  of  the  Jersey  City  li- 
brary was  opened  in  February,  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  city.  Two  large 
stores  were  leased  and  altered  for  library 
purposes.  The  branch  now  contains 
about  7,000  volumes  for  circulation,  a 
good  collection  of  reference  books  for 
adults  and  a  children's  department.  A 
reading  room  contains  a  good  selection  of 
current  magazines  and  daily  newspapers. 
The  circulation  for  the  first  month  was 
over  12,000  v.  and  the  reading  and  refer- 
ence rooms  were  well  attended. 

The  location  of  the  new  branch  is  par- 
ticularly good,  just  off  from  the  main 
thoroughfare  and  adjacent  to  four  of  the 
largest  schools  in  the  city.  There  are 
four  large  show  windows  which  have 
been  utilized  for  displays  of  books  and 
pictures. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  library 
of  Newark,  N.  J.,  written  in  the  peculiar- 


ly forceful  and  well  chosen  English  of 
John  Cotton  Dana,  makes  dear  to  the 
reader  what  the  library  is,  what  it  con- 
tains and  what  it  does  for  Newark  each 
year.  The  library  is  pictured  as  a  store 
house  of  information,  likened  to  one 
great  dictionary  and  encyclopaedia  com- 
bined, and  easily  worth  its  cost  and  far 
more  valuable  than  its  fairly  modest  in- 
come would  lead  the  unthinking  to  sup- 
pose. 

The  library  contain.^  245,607  books. 
It  has  nine  branches,  two  in  schools  and 
one  in  a  play  ground.  It  has  7500  maps, 
500,000  pictures,  1850  engravti^  and 
60,000  extracts  from  newspapers,  pam- 
phlets, etc.,  on  current  topics.  It  con- 
tains 1200  journals  and  magazines  and 
1350  directories  from  all  the  great  cities 
in  the  world. 

The  library  lends  for  home  use  in  a 
year  1,123,926  books;  lends  84,500  pic- 
tures ;  it  supplies  more  than  300  class 
room  libraries;  answers  7000  inquiries 
for  information ;  instructs  in  the  use  of 
reference  books  and  through  its  books 
instructs  everybody  how  to  do  his  work 
on  scientific  principles. 

Central 

Nora  Cordingley  has  resigned  as  as- 
sistant cataloger  at  Iowa  State  college 
because  of  the  ill  health  of  her  mother. 

Leo  Tiefenthaler,  since  1911  munici- 
pal librarian  of  Milwaukee,  has  resigned 
his  position  to  become  Civic  secretary  of 
the  City  club  of  Milwaukee. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  librarj- 
of  Steubenvillc,  Ohio,  records  number  of 
books  in  the  library,  12,990v.,  books  for 
home  use,  85,24Sv.,  number  of  readers  at 
the  library,  77,171. 

Emma  G.  Outhouse,  N.  Y.  State,  '15- 
'16,  has  been  transferred  from  the  cata- 
loging department  of  the  Public  library, 
Evansville,  Ind..  to  the  West  Side  branch 
of  which  she  is  in  charge. 

Nellie  G.  Hewitt,  Illinois,  B.  L.  S.,  '04, 
who  has  been  assistant  librarian  in  the 
Wasco  County  library,  The  Dalles,  Ore- 
gon, has  resigned  her  position  to  return 
to  her  home  in  Indianapolis. 
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The  Chicago  public  library  is  making 
preparations  to  abolish  the  74  delivery 
stations  and  in  their  place  to  substitute 
30  deposit  stations  where  books  may  be 
chosen  directly  and  immediately. 

Eleanor  E.  Hawkins,  Pratt  '05,  who 
has  been  studying  at  Chicago  university 
for  three  years,  received  her  degree  in 
February  and  has  accepted  the  position 
of  head  cataloger  of  the  Chicago  His- 
torical Society  library. 

A  bronze  memorial  tablet  has  been 
placed  in  the  Public  library  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  by  the  Montgomery  County  medi- 
cal association,  in  commemoration  of  the 
life  and  services  of  the  late  Dr  W.  J. 
Conklin,  for  36  years  a  member  of  the 
library  board. 

A  recent  action  of  the  Iowa  legis- 
lature in  cutting  the  building  appropria- 
tion for  the  three  state  educational  insti- 
tutions has  caused  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  new  library  building 
which  was  planned  for  the  Iowa  State 
college  at  Ames. 

Laura  Jane  Gage,  formerly  of  the  Cin- 
dimati  public  library  and  a  graduate  of 
the  Wisconsin  library  school,  has  ac- 
cepted a  position  in  the  Superior,  Wis,, 
public  library  to  succeed  Dorothea  Heins. 
Miss  Heins  resigned  her  position  to  go 
to  the  Public  library  of  Evansville,  Ind. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary. Mason  City,  Iowa,  records  a 
growth  in  every  department  of  the  li- 
brary. The  total  circulation  for  the  year 
was  75,1 12v.;  a  total  of  23,245v.  were 
sent  out  through  the  school  branches; 
the  registered  borrowers  numbered  7708, 
45  percent  of  the  population  of  the  city. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  library 
of  Davenport,  Iowa,  records  a  total  cir- 
culation of  225,006  v ;  number  of  borrow- 
ers, 12,248,  which  is  25  per  cent  of  the 
population  of  the  city.  Income,  $26,564. 
Expenditures,  $5,223  for  books,  $8,068 
for  salaries,  $1,319  for  binding  and 
$1,639  for  janitor  service.  Novem- 
ber I&-25  was  Library  week,  spent  in 
advertising  the  library,  during  which  the 
business  men  of  the  ci^  co-operated  with 


the  library  in  every  way.    Total  number 
of  books  in  the  library,  46,916. 

The  bond  issue  for  an  additional  $250.- 
000  for  the  completion  of  the  main  li- 
brary building  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  was  car- 
ried in  a  recent  election.  This  is  in 
addition  to  the  $750,000  which  was  al- 
lowed last  November.  The  total  cost 
of  the  building  will  be  about  $1,600,000, 
which  with  the  cost  of  the  site,  $425,000, 
represents  the  expenditure  for  the  main 
building. 

The  annua!  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Menominee,  Mich.,  records  the 
gain  in  five  years — circulation,  45  per- 
cent ;  volumes  on  the  shelves,  28  percent ; 
borrowers,  101  percent.  The  report  uses 
the  circular  diagram  to  show  the  minute- 
ness of  the  library  appropriation  com- 
pared with  the  other  interests  of  the 
town:  schools,  .31;  streets,  .10;  library, 
.015.  The  same  circle  also  shows  the 
source  of  the  income  and  the  library's 
was  $7,397  and  the  disbursement  was 
$4,804.  Of  this  latter  $1,063  was  spent 
for  books  and  $1,965  for  salaries.  In- 
vitation slips  to  use  the  library  were  dis- 
tributed in  the  bills  and  pay  envelopes  of 
a  number  of  concerns.  Display  exhibits 
in  the  windows  were  used  with  gratify- 
ing success.  Sunday  victrola  concerts 
were  held  regularly  twice  a  month  all 
winter,  with  a  total  attendance  of  1,305. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  school 
library  of  Lansing,  Michigan,  for  1916, 
gives  the  total  circulation  as  112,066  v. 
Number  of  volumes  on  the  shelves,  27,- 
074. 

The  circulation  of  books  in  the  chil- 
dren's department  was  30,377  v,,  ex- 
clusive of  the  books  distributed  in  the 
grade  libraries.  Story  hour  throughout 
the  year  avenged  an  attendance  of  45 
children. 

The  total  expenditure  was  $8072  of 
which  $2229  was  spent  for  books,  peri- 
odicals and  binding  and  $3841  for 
salaries. 

South 

The  George  Peabody  college  of  teach- 
ers of  Nashville,  Tenn,,  has  received  a 
gift  of  $180,000  from  the  Carnegie  cor- 
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poration  of  New  York,  for  a  library 
building. 

William  Henry  Sargeant  who  for  al- 
most 25  years  had  charge  of  the  Public 
library  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  died  March  23. 
He  was  bom  near  Morristown,  N.  J., 
in  1842,  but  spent  nearly  his  whole  life 
in  the  South. 

Mr  Sargeant  belonged  to  the  old 
school  of  librarians  and  was  himself,  a 
well  educated,  scholarly  book  lover,  who 
appreciated  to  the  full,  the  collection  of 
books  entrusted  to  his  care.  Librarians 
remember,  with  great  pleasure,  his  court- 
eous reception  of  them  as,  from  time  to 
time,  they  visited  his  library,  and  his 
charm  of  manner  and  speech  which  de- 
lighted them  on  the  few  occasions  of  Mr. 
Sargeant's  attendance  at  the  A.  L.  A. 
meetings. 

The  report  of  the  Virginia  state  li- 
brary, Richmond,  Va.,  for  the  year  1916, 
shows  the  usual  activities  of  the  library. 
The  last  volume.  No.  13,  of  the  Journals 
of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  was  issued 
by  the  library.  Appropriation  has  been 
made  for  the  publication  of  the  com- 
panion Journals  of  the  Council.  The 
Bulletins  of  the  library  for  the  year  con- 
tained two  notable  numbers.  Bibliography 
of  Virginia,  Part  1,  and  Virginia  coun- 
ties. The  use  of  the  library  by  persons 
outside  of  Richmond  increased.  The 
number  of  packages  sent  by  the  library, 
was  693,  against  642  in  the  preceding 
year,  each  package  containing  an  aver- 
age of  three  books. 

A  special  appropriation  of  $1500  for 
binding,  gave  opportunity  to  do  consid- 
erable work  in  the  year. 

The  report  of  the  department  of 
Archives  and  history  has  again  been 
added  to  the  report  of  the  State  library, 
this  having  been  vetoed  by  a  former 
governor  of  the  state.  A  law  governing 
the  matter  was  passed  in  the  1916  gen- 
eral assembly,  so  that  now  special  ma- 
terial of  historical  value  may  be  printed 
as  part  of  the  report,  provided  no  report 
shall  exceed  600  pages.  The  report  this 
year,  contains  a  list  of  Colonial  soldiers 
of  Virginia  and  is  similar  to  the  two  lists 
of   Revolutionary   soldiers   of   Virginia, 


published  as  parts  of  the  State  library 
reports  in  previous  years.     The  list  of 
Colonial    soldiers    of    Virginia    is    also 
printed  as  a  separate  of  91  pages. 
West 

There  are  now  47  public  libraries  in 
South  Dakota,  32  of  which  receive  tax 
support;  nearly  30  towns  of  1000  or  more 
population  have  public  libraries,  and  four 
towns  of  less  than  500  population. 

The  Denver  public  library  has  had  a 
training  class  for  five  years  to  which 
admission  is  gained  by  competitive  ex- 
amination. Expansion  of  the  work  de- 
mands constantly  more  general  assistants 
who  are  chosen  from  the  training  class 
while  the  heads  of  the  departments  are 
specially  trained.  There  were  II  stu- 
dents admitted  from  a  recent  examina- 
tion of  16.  Qualifications  varied  from 
a  high  school  course  to  a  university  de- 
gree. 

Canada 

The  Public  library.  Moose  Jaw,  Can- 
ada, has  received,  as  a  loan  for  one  year, 
21  paintings  from  The  National  gallery 
of  Canada  at  Ottawa.  They  represent 
the  work  of  artists  of  Canadian  birth  or 
residence,  and  have  been  distributed 
among  the  reading  rooms,  adding  a  very 
attractive  feature  to  the  building. 

Around  the  two  main  reading  rooms 
panelling  in  oak  and  glass  has  been 
placed  to  display  artistic  reproductions  of 
celebrated  pictures.  At  present  a  series 
of  about  ISO  war  cartoons  by  the  cele- 
brated Dutch  artist,  Raemaekers,  kindly 
loaned  by  the  Regina  public  library,  are 
on  display,  and  when  they  are  removed 
a  series  representing  works  in  the  great 
galleries  of  Europe  will  be  shown.  As 
there  is  no  art  gallery  in  the  city,  these 
displays  are  very  popular  and  will  un- 
doubtedly foster  a  love  for  the  beautiful 
that  may  some  day  be  satisfied  only  with 
something  more  permanent.  In  one  of 
the  library  basement  rooms,  the  school 
authorities  of  the  city  are  arranging  an 
exhibit  of  children's  work  in  art,  house- 
hold science  and  manual  training.  The 
library  is  thus  serving  a  useful  purpose  in 
cultivating  public  appreciation  of  both 
the  fine  and  the  useful  arts. 
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our  unsurpassed  stock  of  books  of  all  publishers, 
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Colleges  and  Universities 

have  their  book  orders  handled  intelligently, 
expeditiously  and  accurately  by  us,  and  find  our 
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^     L.  B.  Steel  bookstack 


Two  liar  Oottod  nprigbl  ateel  Maok  in  A*  ForbM  Library. 
Northampton,  Hau. 

View  shows  stack  in  process  of  erection,  with  upr^ts 
and  floor  framing  in  position.  This  stack  contains 
approximately  31,500  feet  of  shelving,  with  capacity 
for  250,000  volumes. 
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T««hniaal  library    furnitnr*   and    aupplie* 
8la«l   booiistack  Matenni   case* 

Boston  Chicago  New  York 

43  Federal  t.  6  North  Michinn  av,  316  Bnudwar 
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The  Largest  Retail  Book  Business 


John  Wanamaker  Stores 

Ubrariftus  will  find  our  facilities  the  best  and  the  prices  lowest.  We  have  first  call 
on  &aj  special  opportunities  which  publishers  have  to  offer  and  naturally  have  the 
pick  of  the  best  the  market  affords.  Any  book  extant  is  here,  or  will  be  secured  if 
attainable  anywhere.  We  speci&lize  in  procuring  out-of-print  books.  Lists  for  quo- 
tations receive  prompt  attention.    Ttie  following  catalt^ues  will  be  sent  upon  request: 

Catalogue  of  Book  Bargains 

Issued  in  February 
SO  per  cent  to  80  per  cent  below  publication  price* 

Handy  Catalogue  of  Books,  Magazines  and  Book 
Specials  for  1917 

JOHN  WANAMAKER 

Philadelphia  New  York 


READY! 

Chivers'  1916  Catalog  for  Public 
Libraries 

Offering  twelve  thousand  selected  books. 

Standard  and  new  fiaion. 

Adult  and  Juvenile  replacements. 

Contains  data  of  special  interest  to  librarians. 

Lists  best  editions,  and  lepiints,  etc 

Gives  publishers,  published  price,  and  price  in  Chivers'  three  styles  of  binding — 

Half  Leather  Full  Buckram  Reinforced  in  puUishen'  coven 

Stnt  fret  to  tibrariana  upon  rcqu««f 

Chivers  Book  Binding  Co. 

911-913  Attantic  Ave.  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 
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CLEARANCE  CATALOGUE 


Contains  Over  750  Tklea 


Every  Title  Briefly  Described 

Ready  About  Fehrucay  28th 


In  BO  great  a  number  o[  books,  taken  from  the  over- 
stock of  the  largest  wholesale  dealers  in  the  books  of 
all  publishers,  you  mil  surely  find  some  you  mil  vrant. 
Shall  we  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Clearance  Catalogue  ? 

THE  BAKER  &  TAYLOR  CO. 

Who^MoIc  D««I*r«  in  th*  Booh*  of  AJt  PuMi«h«r« 
354  Fourth  Ave.  NEW  YORK  At  Twoityuxth  SL 


The  Direct  Line 
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LOUISVILLE 


MDNDN  ROUTE 


Chlcuo.  IndluiipaUi  t  LodUtIIIb  Sf. 


Deleffites  to  the  Amorican  Library  As- 
flociiTion  June  21-27  will  fiod  the  Modou 
service  conveoient.  All  Steel  Sleepinn 
Cars.  Automatic  Safety  Block  Signals. 
Stop-over  prlvtlegea  at  the  famous 

French  Uck-Weit  Baden  Spring* 


Onr  Library  Department 

SQppUu  accnTately  aod  promptlr 

Books  of  All  Publishers 

Our  discounts  stand  the  test 
of  competitive  quotation,  and 
for  years  we  have  supplied 
the  chief  public  and  univer- 
sity Ubiaries  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 
Let  ns  act  as  your  agents. 
It  will  save  you  all  detail, 
and  much  expense. 

Charles  Scribner's  Sons 

B97  nfth  Amine  NEW  YORK  CirV 
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William  H.  Rademaekers  &  Son,  ^^^ 

Binciers  for  the  Newark  Free  Public  Library 
Comer  of  Chester  Avenue  and  Oraton  Street        Newark,  New  Jersey 

We  make  Library  BoakbindiDg  ■  tpecialty  uid  aupcrvwe  all  oui  work. 
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BOOK  BINDING 
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Public  Librariea 
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THE  BOOK  SHOP  BINDERY 
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Webster's  New  Internatiomal 
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IMPORTANT  TO  UBRARIANS 

A  Typewriter  Exceptional 


The  fflmnplex 
Hammond 


*'JiutTv> 
londrcdilo 


Chaage  joar  trpe  u 
one   ityle  to  another 
Wrilet  i&dai  catiIb  flat. 
Tt*  neil  tnetiul  ihcUh  for  UlniT  Wsdi 
Lwve  iTpe  for  beak  tltl«, 


All  Dane  do  Ob*  Mahipla. 
„J"|^^*u^|Hl  UbnriH  of  the  caHtrp  Ma  A* 

Calala*  for  Uh  aaUa* 

Hammond  Typevniter  Co. 

S43  E.  nth  9t»al  at  EmI  Xlnr 
N«ry»rkCHr.N.Y. 


.,,""HyGoogle 
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C&taloE  71  includes  Bplendid  bargains,  books  just  from  London, 
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BOOKBINDING 
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We  appreciate  the  cordial 
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The  H  R  H  Portfolio  and 
Magazine  Cover 
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An  expansible  portfolio  that  will  hold  firmly  and  securely 

magazines,  prints  or  loose  papers 

Can  be  laid  flat  on  the  shelf  or  stood  upriffbt  May  be  lettered  on  back  as  a 
book.  Unlike  portfolios  of  the  bellows  variety  it  is  always  compact  aad  neat- 
looldng  whether  holdins  a  few  prints,  or  six  or  even  twelve,  issues  of  a  masa- 
rine.  Has  adjustable  back,  top  and  bottom  flaps  and,  if  desired,  can  be  fitted 
with  side  flip  also,  eiving  contents  complete  protection  from  dust 
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Manufactu«d  for  THE  H.  R.  HUNTTING  CO. 
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THE  ATHEN^UM 

Subject  Index  to  Periodicals 

ISSUED  AT  THE  REQUEST  OF  THE 

Council  of  the  Library  Association 

Vol.  I,  1915,  royal  4to.,  art  linen,  xvi  +  352  pages,  now  ready. 


The  "Subject  Index"  for  1915  compriKs  eatriea  of  13^74  artidu,  selected  from 
420  English,  American,  and  Continental  Periodical  Publicationa  iisned  between  Jinnanr 
and  December,  1915.    It  is  based  upon  the  Alphabetical  Subject  Headmgi  of  the  Libnir 


(e)  HlMOTj,  Gcofraphj.  Antkropology,  waA 
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cate  the  nature  of  their  contents.  Magazine  fiction.  Verse  and  Eluava  not  poueniiis 
subject  matter  are  not  included.  The  volume  contains  an  Author  luuex  and  a  list  of 
PeriotUcals  indexed. 

Librarians  are  informed  that  die  editiou  of  the  "Subject  Inde^  for  1915  hu 
been  restricted  to  the  snDi>l7  of  immediate  requirements,  and  that  Tenr  few  copies  wiH 
remain  on  sale  after  puUication.  Sets  of  the  following  Qass  Lists  tor  1915  can  stiD 
be  supplied: 

CLASS  USTS  FOR  1915  (Poit  Free) 
<■)  Tb*alDsr    and    PUIosophr.      34    pp. 
<U>reli,  IPIS.)     38MI1M. 

<ft)  Tbc  Eanvean  Wu.    4S  pp.    <JunUT,  
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An  Iii4KMtaiit  Aspect  at  the  Present 
Time* 


This  subject  has  been  brought  to  my  at- 
tention by  a  series  of  questions,  such  as 
"Do  people  sing  and  laugh  as  much  as 
they  used  to?" — and  then,  "Don't  you 
think  we  are  losing  a  great  deal,  now  ?" — 
and  then,  "What  are  you  doing  in  the  li- 
brary to  avoid  such  a  loss?" — and,  "Oh, 
you  have  books  of  humor  and  comedy? 
Do  people  read  them  ?" — and  then,  "Well, 
what  are  you  going  to  do  about  it?"  In 
the  silly  way  that  one  will,  the  first  thing 
I  did  was  to  lose  two  or  three  nights' 
steep  over  it,  before  I  settled  down  to 
take  an  inventory  of  what  I  knew  about 
the  books  which  might  make  people 
laug^. 

All  this  was  a  couple  of  years  ago,  and 
in  the  meantime  it  was  temporarily  for- 
gotten, as  we  read  up  war  books,  and 
gave  them  out  to  a  waiting  public,  who 
took  eagerly  everything  and  anything  we 
cared  to  hand  them ;  European  history  or 
geography,  international  relations,  or  mil- 
itary tactics.  Loaning  books  to  our  adult 
readers  in  these  first  few  months  of  the 
war  was  very  easy.  The  subject  was  an 
intensely  interesting  one  that  appealed  to 
everybody,  and  was,  at  the  same  time, 
quite  impersonal,  for  none  of  us  had 
relatives  who  had  reached  the  firing  line 
as  yet.  The  enthusiasm  continued  on 
into  the  second  year,  though  conditions 
were  changing.  We  were  by  this  time  all 
receiving  letters  from  the  front,  and  we 
worried  more  or  less,  even  though  we 
were  pretty  optimistic  as  to  the  outcome. 


The  bulk  of  the  reading  now,  consisted  of 
personal  narratives  of  the  war  and  nov- 
els with  a  war  setting.  Gradually  this 
condition  merged  into  the  present,  when 
we  hear  the  men  say  they  are  "fed  up" 
on  the  war,  and  the  women  say,  "No,  I 
don't  want  to  hear  about  it,"  a  state  of 
affairs  produced  on  the  one  hand  by  a 
terrible  mental  depression,  and  on  the 
other  by  ennui  at  the  fact  that  the  end 
comes  so  slowly.  The  next  phase  will 
be  either  a  fatalistic  indifference,  or  an 
aggressive  effort  to  meet  life's  problems 
like  men.  What  influence  are  we,  as  li- 
brarians going  to  bring  to  bear  at  this 
point,  what  reading?  Are  we  going  to 
drift  with  the  tide,  and  continue  to  give 
them  the  mental  anesthesia  that  they 
think  they  want,  and  if  not,  then  what? 
Of  course,  there  are  many  social  prob- 
lems in  which  th^  should  be  interested, 
but  do  you  think  that  now  is  the  psy- 
chological moment  in  which  to  present 
them?  I  don't.  The  library  has  alwavs 
recognized  its  obligation  to  inform ;  the 
majority  of  us  also  see  that  we  are  filling 
a  perfectly  legitimate  function  in  simply 
amusing  the  tired  world;  but  how  about 
making  it  laugh?  There  I  That  two- 
year-old  question  is  back  at  me  and  with 
renewed  force.  I  cannot  get  away  from 
it.  People  are  not  laughing  as  they  used 
to;  faces  are  aging  under  our  very  eyes, 
and  in  keeping  with  that  fact  a  sentence 
keeps  running  through  my  head,  "I  am 
very  sure  of  this — that  the  saue,  well- 
balanced,  healthy  nation,  must  have  a 
fund  of  laughter  in  it."  This  is  my  prob- 
lem, and  not  being  a  Mrs  Gum- 
midge,  and  so  imagining  that  we  of  the 
west  "feel  things  more  than  other  folks," 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  it  has  occurred 
to  you  also,  and  consequently  I  would  like 
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to  talk  it  over  with  you  for  a  few  mo- 
ments. 

There  are  two  cartoonists  whose  work 
is  being  followed  the  world  over.  On  the 
head  of  one,  Raemakers,  the  Germans 
have  set  a  price  owing  to  the  recruitii^ 
influence  which  he  exerts  by  means  of  his 
realistic  depiction  of  the  horrors  of  the 
invasion  of  Belgium,  These  cartoons 
will  live  as  long  as  the  memory  of  man, 
and  in  the  meantime  they  awaken  the 
conscience  of  any  who  should  be  fight- 
ing and  who  are  not,  and  leave  the  rest 
of  us  to  have  nightmares  as  we  chafe 
against  our  helplessness.  A  great  artist 
and  a  great  patriot  is  Raemakers,  and 
thankful  are  we  for  the  work  he  has 
done.  In  contrast  with  him  is  another, 
Baimsfather.  He  is  not  a  great  cartoon- 
ist, or  even  a  very  good  draftsman  as  he 
{lictures  the  humorsome  side  of  trench 
ife,  but  for  this  generation  at  least,  he 
will  be  remembered  with  thankful 
hearts  as  the  man  who  made  the  Empire 
laugh.  Surely  that  is  a  reputation  worth 
having,  when  we  know  that  his  laugh  in 
no  way  lessens  his  sympathetic  under- 
standing of  his  favorite  privates.  Bill  and 
Bertie,  nor  does  it  in  anyway  belittle  the 
cause  for  which  our  bcfys  are  giving  their 
all.  In  fact,  he  makes  use  of  his  ability 
to  make  the  soldiers  laugh,  as  so  much 
munition  of  warfare,  knowing  that  they 
will  fight  all  the  better  for  it ;  that  it  will 
act  upon  them  like  a  tonic,  will  exhilar- 
ate them  like  a  cold  plunge.  Surely  he  is 
doing  as  important  a  work  as  Raemak- 
ers. With  such  an  example  to  follow 
one  need  hardly  apologize,  if  one  decided 
also  to  try  to  bring  a  little  more  laughter 
to  the  lips  and  hearts  of  some  of  those 
at  home  with  us,  many  of  whom  are 
doing  their  part  Just  as  bravely  and  loy- 
ally as  even  our  boys  at  the  front,  and 
so,  I  too,  have  been  getring  my  litde  pile 
of  laughter  producing  ammunition  ready. 
The  task  nas  not  proceeded  very  rap- 
idly, for  I  have  not  read  a  great  deal  of 
humor,  or  at  least  not  deliMrately;  but 
what  I  have,  I  have  tried  to  organize  and 
get  ready  for  any  emergency,  and  some 
of  my  findings  I  will  pass  on  to  you.  In 
mentioning  »omc  of  the  books  which 
have  made  me  laugh,  I  will  doubtless  only 


be  recalling  to  your  remembrance  many 
of  your  own  old  favorites.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  will  undoubtedly 
be  omitting  many  of  equal  merit 
which  you  particularly  like.  I  would 
not  have  you  think,  however,  that 
I  have  any  intention  of  su^esting  read- 
ing to  you;  all  that  I  wiwi  to  do  is  to 
hint  that  there  is  another  rather  interest- 
ing ^ewpoint,  which  may  be  more  or 
less  novel.  In  such  a  spontaneous  thing 
as  laughter,  one  can  luive  no  very  set 
rules,  and  so,  even  though  you  may  think 
my  selection  rather  unorthodox,  I  claim 
the  right  of  a  free  citizen,  to  giggle  and 
corkle  where  I  please,  glad  if  you  can 
laugh  with  me,  but  quite  content  if  sim- 
ply by  my  weak  push  I  start  you  off  to 
look  for  your  own  munition,  where  you 
please. 

■  In  the  first  place, — but  tell  it  not  in 
Gath,  publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  As- 
kelon,  I  love  nonsense  verse,  and  can  look 
with  a  forgiving  eye  «n  even  a  parodist. 


while  I  am  willing  to  have  you  put  me  in 
the  Stone  age,  with  the  other  lovers  of 
epigrams  and  such  literary  follies ;  which 
reminds  me  that  the  epigram  was  a  form 
of  humor  very  popular  among  those  other 
ancients.  ,  .  .  One  of  the  most  humorous 
of  the  modem  epigrams  is  that  to  Oscar 
Browning,  who,  as  you  remember,  was 
familiarly  known  among  his  friends  as 
"O.  B,"  He  also  had  more  than  his  fair 
share  of  avoirdupois. 
O.  B.  oh  be  obedient. 

To  nature's  stern  decrees. 
For  if  you  will  not  be,  O.  B. 

You  will  be  too  obese. 
The  parody,  on  the  other  hand,  never 
came  to  its  own  until  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, when,  starting  with  the  Smith 
Brothers,  who  made  themselves  famous 
with  their  ridiculous  "Rejected  ad- 
dresses," there  followed  William  Aytoun, 
Theodore  Martin,  Richard  Harris  Bar- 
ham  and  many  others.  Do  you  remem- 
ber that  one  in  imitation  of  the  Burial  of 
Sir  John  Moore  ? 


Not  a 


u  had  he  got,  nor  a  guinea  or  note, 


and  so  on  to  the  amusing  if  rather  vulgar 
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end.      One  of  my  favorite  parodies  is 
Calverley's  "Tinker." 


Take  here  and  there  a  dusty  brown, 

And  here  and  there  a  shilling. 
I  deal  in  every  ware  in  turn, 

I've  rings  for  buddin'  Sally, 
Which  sparkle  like  the  eyes  of  hcr'n, 

I've  liquor  for  the  valet. 
The  things  I've  done  'neath  moon  and  stars 

Have  got  me  into  messes, 
I've  seen  the  sky  through  prison  bars, 
-  I've  torn  up  prison  dresses. 
But  out  again  I  come  and  show 

My  face,  nor  care  a  stiver. 
For  trades  are  brisk,  and  trades  are  slow, 

But  mine  goes  on  forever. 

If  you  are  interested  in  parodies,  look 
up  Bret  Hartc,  Lewis  Carroll,  Oipheua 
C.  Keer,  who  used  to  speak  of  himself 
as  "Office  Seeker,"  and  Carolyn  Wclla, 
and  even  Kipling,  Swinburne,  and  Thack- 
eray, for  they,  too,  indulged  in  this  form 
of  fun  at  time. 

Those  of  you  who  have  laughed  over 
the  nonsense  drama  in  a  Midsummer 
night's  dream  should  surely  gloat  over 
Lewis  Carroll,  Edward  Lrar,  and  that 
prince  of  English  humorists,  Sir  William 
Gilbert.  Gellett  Burgess'  famous  lim- 
erick,—  . 

I  never  saw  a  purple  cow, 
I  never  wish  to  see  one". 

But  1  can  tell  you  anyhow, 
I'd  rather  see,  than  be  one. 
is  only  an  echo  of  L^r's 
There  was  an  old  man  who  said:  How 
Shall  I  flee  from  this  terrible  cow? 

I  will  sit  on  this  stile, 

And  continue  to  smile. 
Which  may  soften  the  heart  of  this  cow. 

Theodore  Hook,  Tom  Hood,  Calverley, 
and  Charles  Lamb,  all  indulged  in  non- 
sense both  in  verse  and  prose,  which  re- 
minds me  that  some  of  the  keenest  hits 
of  wit  to  be  foimd  any  place  are  in  Lamb's 
letters.  I  need  hardly  call  your  attention 
to  his  humorous  essays. 

J(rfm  Kendrick  Bang's  Houseboat  on 
the  Styx  was  the  first  humorous  book 
Hiat  caught  me  in  its  grip.  I  read  it 
twice  at  one  sitting  and  I  would  not  like 
to  say  how  often  since.  As  you  know, 
it  is  a  story  of  Hades.  Some  of  the  citi- 
zens finding  the  climate  rather  warm, 
hire  Charon  and  his  boat,  and  the  story 


centers  round  their  conversations,  Eliza- 
beth and  Eve,  Darwin  and  Xanthippi,  P. 
T.  Bamum  and  Noah,  and  many  others 
taking  part  in  it.  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
the  author's  most  recent  book.  From 
pillar  to  post,"  is  quite  as  full  of  humor 
and  human  interest.  How  about  W.  W. 
Jacobs?  He  is  at  his  very  best  in  his 
short  stories.  Start  on  his  "Many  car- 
goes," and  be  sure  to  read  the  "Story  of 
the  gray  parrot."  I  need  hardly  re- 
mind you  of  Mark  Twain,  either,  but  if 
some  of  you  yoimg  people  have  that  treat 
still  in  store  for  you,  commence  on  "Tom 
Sawyer,"  and  "Fuddin'  Head  Wilson," 
and  then  take  some  of  the  short  stories, 
such  as  Eve's  diary,  ...  Do  you  know  the 
English  author,  Guthrie,  who  used  the 
pseudonym  of  Anstey,  and  was  the  au- 
thor of  the  'Talking  horse,"  and  "Vice- 
versa"?  He  also  wrote  that  very  humor- 
ous sketch  "A  Bayard  from  Bengal." 
This  first  appeared  in  Punch,  that  fun- 
loving  paper,  which  has  introduced  to  us 
so  many  of  the  good  things  of  life,  and 
among  them,  lliackaray  and  Douglas 
Jerrold,  Charles  Keen  and  Leach,  Owen 
Seaman,  and  our  own  Peter  McArthur. 
Do  you  know  Peter?  In  addition  to 
Punch,  he  has  written  for  Fun,  Judge, 
Life  and  Puck,  and  is  known  and  loved 
in  every  country  but  Canada.  New  York 
claims  him,  London  looks  upon  him  as 
her  own  and  Paris  would  love  to  adopt 
him,  while  we  have  him  here  in  Middle- 
sex county,  and  scarcely  know  him.  It 
is  very  strange,  especially  when  we  com- 
rrare  his  reception  with  that  tendered  to 
Stephen  Leacock,  who  is  read  from  coast 
to  coast.  Leacock,  of  course  you  know. 
He  is  always  funny  (when  he  wants  to 
be) ,  but  he  is  at  his  very  best  when  Lea- 
cock reads  Leacock's  stories. 

In  mentioning  some  of  the  great  Ei^- 
lish  humorists,  such  as  Dickens  and 
Thackeray,  Lever,  and  Washington  Ir- 
ving, Marryat  and  Lover,  Lowell,  and 
Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  one  is  reminded 
of  the  unfortunate  fact  that  so  many  peo- 
pie  imagine  that,  because  they  are 
classics,  they  only  appeal  to  the  intellec- 
tual, so-called.  Of  course,  nothing  could 
be  further  from  the  truth,  hut  if  again, 
some  of  you  are  reading  them  for  the 
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first  time,  on  this  your  search  after  our 
needed  fighting  material,  "Laughter,"  try 
picking  out  odd  chapters,  deliberately 
looking  for  the  funny  ones.  Speaking  of 
pidctng  out  things  reminds  me:  has  it 
ever  occurred  to  you  that  there  are  but 
few  of  the  classics  which  do  not  con- 
tain the  keenest  wit  ?  Do  you  know  that 
Moses  was  responsible  for  the  saying 
"There  are  no  fhes  on  us,"  or  that  Martin 
Luther  dearly  loved  a  joke,  or  that  Pil- 
grim's Progress  is  full  of  quaint  and 
amusing  conceits,  while  Plato's  dialogues 
abound  in  jokes  at  the  expense  of  man- 
kind's follies?  You  can  get  a  laugh  al- 
most any  place  in  the  dialogues.  Do  you 
remember  when  Hippocrates  came  run- 
ning to  Socrates  to  tell  him  that  Prota- 
goras had  arrived.  Of  course  he  was 
wildly  excited,  and  burst  into  Socrates' 
house,  exclaiming  "Protagoras  has 
come  I"  To  tease,  Socrates  pretended  to 
be  quite  indifferent,  and  only  answered, 
"Well,  what  is  the  matter?  Has  Prota- 
goras robbed  you  ?"  .  .  .  and  then  they 
both  burst  out  laughing  in  the  most  mod- 
em twentieth  century  way  at  their  harm- 
less little  joke. 

In  mentioning  some  of  our  modem  hu- 
morists, I  almost  forgot  our  nice  Mr 
Dooley,  and  John  Joy  Bell.  Scotland's 
worst  enemy  could  not  fail  to  find  fun  in 
"Wee  Macgregor."  Have  you  read  "Wee 
Mac^regor  enlists"?  If  you  are  inter- 
ested in  amusing  and  sympathetic  Irish 
stories,  try  "The  wiles  of  Sexton  Ma- 
gannis,"  and  "All  on  the  Irish  shore," 
and  the  "Search  party,"  and  "Spanish 
gold,"  and  "The  Major's  niece,"  and 
while  you  are  in  the  mood,  don't  foi^et 
"Keeping  up  with  Lizzie,"  and  "Three 
men  in  a  boat,  not  to  mention  the  dog," 
and  "Pigs  is  pigs,"  and  "In  need  of  a 
change."  You  do  know  the  "Luck  of 
Roaring  camp,"  don't  you?  Do  you  ever 
read  Bernard  Shaw's  comedies,  and  Gil- 
bert Chesterton?  Even  in  his  editorials 
in  the  Iliustraled  London  News,  the  lat- 
ter is  often  very  funny.  He  wrote  such 
an  amusing  limerick,  which  I  would  like 
to  quote,  but  I  am  afraid  it  would  shock 
the  ears  of  modest  Toronto  I  And  there 
is  Hilaire  Belloc,  who  is  very  funny  in 
spots,  and  Stockton  (of  course  you  know 


Pomona?),  and  Stevenson's  Wrong  box, 
and  many  others  which  now  come  to  my 
mind,  but  which  must  be  left  out  on  ac- 
count of  limited  time. 

This  is  enough,  however,  to  give  you 
an  idea  of  the  character  of  my  little  pile 
of  ammunition.  In  gathering  it  I  have 
had  many  a  laugh,  but  I  assure  you  that 
it  has  also  been  gathered  in  all  serious- 
ness, and  I  have  it  ready  at  hand  to  pass 
out  to  our  readers,  when  I  see  them  at- 
tacked by  Giant  Despair,  or  that  horrid 
imp.  Indifference,  or  that  green-eyed 
monster,  Unconstructive  Criticism. 
Sometimes  the  fuses  fail  to  ignite,  and 
sometimes  we  inadvertently  hand  out  the 
wrong  bomb,  with  disastrous  results  to 
our  reputation,  but  generally  they  are 
very  welcome  to  our  weary  recipient, 
and  operate  satisfactorily,  and  often  only 
one  shell  is  required  to  tide  them  over 
the  heart-breaking  attack,  when  they  are 
able  again,  cheerfully,  sanely  and  bravely, 
to  return  to  the  battle  of  life,  and  do  their 
part  towards  winning  in  the  struggle 
against  the  social,  economic  and  moral 
enemies  of  civilization. 


Samuel  French  has  added  to  his  list 
seven  hitherto  unpublished  plays  of  Au- 
gustus Thomas.  Each  volume  contains 
a  preface  by  the  author,  in  which  he 
relates  the  story  of  the  genesis  of  the 
play,  its  writing  and  production.  Here 
is  one  of  the  illuminating  parenthetical 
remarks  that  are  at  the  same  time  revel- 
atory of  Mr  Thomas'  innermost  ideas; 
it  is  in  the  preface  to  In  Mizzoura : 

I  doubt  if  the  production  of  novels,  even 
to  the  writer  temperm  en  tally  disposed  to 
that  form  of  expression,  is  as  absorbing  as 
play  making.  The  difference  between  the 
novel  and  ^e  play  is  the  difference  between 
vtat  and  is.  Something  has  happened  for  the 
writer  of  the  novel  and  for  his  people.  He 
describes  it  as  it  was,  and  them  as  they 
were.  In  the  play  something  u  happening. 
Its  form  is  controversial,  and  the  play- 
wright, by  force  of  this  controversy,  is  in 
turn  each  one  of  his  characters,  and  not 
merely  a  witness  of  their  doings.  When 
thej;  beyin  to  take  hold  of  him,  their  po»- 
session  is  more  and  more  insistent — all  in- 
terests in  real  life  become  secooilary  and 
remote  until  the  questions  in  dispute  are 
not  only  decided,  bat  there  is  also  a  written 
record  of  the  debates  and  the  decision. 
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The  ViTork  of  the  Traveling  Librarian* 
Anna  A.  HacDonald,  F.  L.  C, 
HarriabarK,  Pa. 
In  order  to  understand  what  this  work 
has  been,  it  is  necessary  to  review  some- 
what the  physical,  racial,  and  economic 
conditions  as  well  as  the  older  library 
history;    for   all   of   these   forces   have 
played  an  important  part  in  forming  the 
present  library  problem. 

If  a  topographical  map  of  Pennsyl- 
vania be  put  before  you,  you  would  sec 
that  it  is  truly  mountain  ribbed,  the  long 
lines  running  northeast  by  southwest,  di- 
viding the  central  part  of  the  state  into 
long  narrow  valleys.  These  mountains 
acted  for  many  years  as  barriers,  segre- 
^ting  the  people,  developing  them  into 
isolated  groups,  acting  independently  of 
one  another.  This  mountain  barrier  is  of 
such  strength  that  only  one  trunk-line 
railroad  crosses  the  state  from  east  to 
west,  and  it  must  accomplish  its  feat  in 
a  very  zig-zaggy  manner.  All  of  the 
other  railroads  starting  in  the  eastern 
part  are  deflected  to  the  north  or  south, 
going  out  of  the  state  to  get  around  these 
mountains  and  coming  in  again  west  of 
them.  Also  it  is  the  only  one  of  the 
Atlantic  seaboard  colonies  that  did  not 
break  in  two  on  the  mountain  line.  This 
really  makes  two  states—one  eastern,  cen- 
tered around  Philadelphia  and  one,  west 
of  the  mountains  centered  around  Pitts- 
burg. Add  to  this  the  independence  of 
those  central  valleys  and  the  individu- 
alism of  the  "northern  tier"  of  counties, 
claimed  by  Connecticut  and  settled  by 
Yankees,  having  their  natural  outlet  in 
New  York  state  and  knowing  much 
better  what  is  being  done  at  Albany  than 
at  Harrisburg.  You  can  see  that  con- 
certed action  and  mutual  interest  in  any- 
thing is  hard  to  attain. 

And  this  adverse  topography — so  won- 
derfully beautiful  as  it  is — isn't  our  most 
centrifugal  force,  for  mountains  can  be 
climbed  or  tunnelled  in  time.  But  it 
seems  almost  impossible  to  join  the 
Friend,   the   Pennsylvania  German,  the 

*From  a  paper  by  Uisa  UacDonald  of 
the  Penasylvania  library  commission  on  A 
library  for  the  state-at-Iarge,  read  at  Atlantic 
City,  March  3.  1917. 


Yankee  and  the  Scotch-Irishman  in  a 
united  friendly  state  feeling.  The 
Friend's  placid  and  kindly  attitude  of 
mind  has  always  been  ruffled  by  the 
Scotch-Irishman's  belligerency,  from  the 
times  when  he  would  fight  the  Indians 
until  today  when  he  is  just  as  disturbing 
by  being  ready  to  fight  the  "Mad-dog" 
of  Europe,  if  necessary.  Indeed,  at  one 
time  in  colonial  days,  so  history  tells  us, 
the  Friend  became  so  rufBed  by  his  up- 
river  colonists  that  when  they  came  down, 
armed  to  enforce  their  demands,  he  was 
armed  to  meet  them.  And  the  Scotch- 
Irishman  was  so  dumbfounded  upon  find- 
ing Philadelphia  prepared  that  he  meekly 
marched  back  to  Harrisburg  without  fir- 
ing a  single  shot — a  proof  of  the  value 
of  preparedness  that  its  present  Friends 
should  not  overlook. 

Then  both  the  Friend  and  the  Scotch- 
Irishman  held  the  gentle  thrifty  Pennsyl- 
vania Dutchman  in  scorn,  because  he 
asked  only  to  be  allowed  to  pick  out  the 
rich  soil  to  till,  protected  hy  the  fiery  Scot 
on  the  west  from  the  dangers  of  the 
wilderness  and  by  the  Friend  on  the  east 
from  the  dangers  of  the  European  ag- 
gression ;  to  speak  his  own  language,  keep 
his  own  customs  and  to  worship  his  God 
in  his  own  way,  evei  if  it  was  expressed 
by  wearing  hooks  and  eyes  instead  of 
buttons  on  his  clothes  and  eating  veat 
stew  and  half  moon  pies  at  the  Sunday 
service.  But  most  cutting  of  all  was  the 
scorn  of  the  Yankee  from  that  "northern 
tier"  of  counties  for  all  his  fellow  states- 
men, in  whose  pronunciation  the  broad 
a  and  the  nasal  twang  was  not  heard. 
Then  add  to  these  four  formidable  forces 
of  the  old  colonial  days,  the  individu- 
alistic traits  of  every  other  race  on  the 
face  of  this  globe,  plus  more  than  one 
hundred  languages  and  dialects  spoken, 
and  you  have  Pennsylvania's  racial  prob- 
lem of  today. 

Also  the  natural  resources  of  the  state 
— so  rich  that  it  is  said  a  wall  could  be 
built  around  it,  a  few  raw  products 
brought  in  and  she  could  take  care  of 
herself — have  created  much  wealth  and 
much  poverty,  tense  labor  conditions,  and 
a  life  so  filled  with  the  rush  and  labor  of 
production  that  there  is  little  leisure  for 
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the  things  of  the  spirit.  Really,  hasn't 
any  co-ordinating  task  under  such  con- 
ditions, some  serious  obstacles  to  over- 
•come?  And  yet,  the  co-ordinating  of  our 
library  work  is  surely  well  under  way. 

The  Friend  brought  with  him  a  love 
■of  books,  and  libraries  soon  sprang  up 
under  his  guidance.  Early  in  the  eigh- 
teen hundreds  almost  every  settlement  in 
^hts  district  had  its  library.  Many  of 
these  exist  today.  Some  have  been  reor- 
^ntzed  and  made  free;  others  are  still 
following  the  old  stock  company  plan- 
So  you  see  in  fostering  our  new  library 
growth,  we  often  cannot  start  fresh  with 
uncultivated  soil,  but  must  eradicate  the 
results  of  an  old  cultivation  before  the 
new  can  make  any  headway. 

When  the  new  organizer  began  work 
in  1907,  she  found  45  of  these  libraries 
following  the  old  order  and  78  free  pub- 
lic ones.  There  were  really  two  distinct 
library  associations  with  little  intercourse 
between  them,  little  state  library  spirit 
or  cohesion,  poor  library  laws,  and  little 
recognition  of,  or  help  given  to  the  small 
library. 

Her  first  task  was  to  become  acquainted 
with  her  field  of  work,  with  the  libraries 
already  existing  and  to  win  their  friend- 
ship and  co-operation.  So  tours  of  dis- 
covery were  planned  to  study  railway 
facilities,  local  conditions  and  needs  and 
the  libraries  already  at  work. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  the  famous 
expedition  of  Lewis  and  Qark  was  more 
eventful  than  this  first  year  of  explora- 
tion by  the  organizer.  She  discovered 
how  hopelessly  contrary  railway  sched- 
ules and  connections  may  be.  The  noted 
"Mary,  Mary,  quite  contrary"  is  nothing 
to  them.  They  seemed  to  delight  in 
landing  her  late  at  night  at  some  hotel, 
to  be  followed  shortly  by  the  absolutely 
pitiless  call  before  it  is  light  the  next 
morning  for  an  early  start,  with  possibly 
later  a  nonsensical  watt  of  hours  at  some 
lonely  junction — hours  which  might  have 
been  spent  so  much  more  comfortably 
before  that  hotel  porter's  conscience  made 
him  call  her.  A  whole  paper  could  be 
written  on  this  subject  alone — of  one 
hotel  which  the  organizer  knows  as  well 
at  2 :15  a.  m.  when  she  sometimes  arrives, 


as  she  does  at  6  a.  m.  when  she  5<»netiiues 
departs.  Of  brakemen  who  simply  will 
not  call  stations  clearly  and  carry  her  by 
important  junction  points,  and  then  de- 
mand why  she  is  trying  to  travel  further 
than  the  mileage  "puUed"  I  Of  the  bright- 
ness of  the  stars  m  the  nipping  cold  of 
the  early  morning  when  a  dieerless  hotel 
is  left  in  the  company  of  some  fellow- 
suif  enng  traveling  salesman  or  workman, 
to  find  the  ghostly  way  to  the  station.  Of 
how  hot  the  sun  may  be  and  how  dusty 
the  trains  in  summer,  how  wet  the  rain, 
or  how  cold  the  wind,  especially  if  a 
drive  of  some  miles  through  drifted  snow 
is  necessary  to  meet  the  next  engagement. 

However,  the  railways,  like  Mother 
Nature,  never  exact  that  they  do  not  also 
give.  A  sunrise  is  infinitely  more  beau- 
tiful than  a  sunset  if  one's  eyes  are  open 
enough  to  see  and  one's  temper  in  a 
mood  to  appreciate  it.  That  lonely  junc- 
tion may  have  a  beautiful  view  spread 
out  before  it,  or  an  enticing  walk.  The 
cheerless  hotel  of  the  early  morning  bad 
probably  a  warm  friendly  greeting  the 
night  before,  and  the  brakeman  who  will 
not  call  the  stations  clearly  may  be  de- 
lightfully human  enough  to  tell  one  on 
the  next  trip,  "Gee,  how  mad  you  were 
when  we  carried  you  by  last  time."  And 
later  in  helping  to  plan  for  the  local 
library  meetmgs,  the  organizer  remem- 
bers sympathetically  the  route  the  librar- 
ian has  to  travel  to  attend  them  and  plans 
accordingly. 

A  more  cordial  reception  could  not  be 
imagined  than  the  majority  of  the  librar- 
ians and  trustees  had  for  the  organizer 
when  they  understood  what  her  work 
was.  Occasionally  she  was  asked,  "What 
line  she  was  carrying,"  or  the  remark,  "I 
haven't  time  to  look  at  any  books  today," 
and  a  very  few  times  it  was  intimated 
more  or  less  strongly,  that  they  could 
run  their  library  without  help  ( ?)  from 
the  state.  But  one  of  the  increasing  joys 
of  the  work  has  been  the  hearty  co-oper- 
ation of  the  libraries  and  any  success 
attained  is  due  more  to  this  than  to  any 
other  cause.  All  the  good  laws,  wealth 
of  support  and  excellence  of  the  state 
department  count  for  little  if  the  right 
library  spirit  does  not  exist  in  the  1i- 
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braries  themselves.  The  Library  com- 
mission is  a  friendly  backer  and  helper. 
It  has  no  powers  of  compulsion.  It  can 
say  "this  is  the  better  way,"  or  "that  is 
bad,"  but  it  cannot  use  "must"  or  "shall." 
And  while  we  have  no  standard  set  by 
law  to  which  the  libraries  must  attain, 
we  also  have  no  limit  to  what  they  may 
attain.  It  all  rests  with  the  local  librarian 
and  her  board  and  while  excellence  may 
come  more  slowly,  it  comes  more  natur- 
ally and  substantially,  and  best  of  all,  all 
credit  goes  where  it  belongs — to  those 
whose  efforts  have  won.  The  president 
of  a  library  board  recently  asked  the 
library  visitor  if  she  realized,  they  were 
now  doing  all  the  various  things  the  visi- 
tor urged  them  to  do  when  they  organ- 
ized, two  years  before,  which  they 
thought  would  not  work  in  their  town? 
Doing  now  of  their  own  initiative  be- 
cause they  realized  it  was  best,  and  not 
because  they  were  compelled  to  do  so  by 
an  outside  authority — a  result  worth 
waiting  two  years  for. 

The  organizer  has  had  to  feel  her  way.to 
support  and  guide  as  needed,  to  scold  and 
be  emphatic  when  she  must,  with  trustees 
as  well  as  librarians.  But  the  idea 
through  it  all  is  to  help  the  local  library 
attain  its  best  through  the  local  forces  and 
because  they  want  to  do  it. 

But  what  does  the  Library  commission 
do  for  the  public  library  besides  lending 
them  books?  someone  is  asking.  It  sends 
the  library  visitor,  when  asked,  to  consult 
with  those  wishing  to  arouse  interest  in 
either  the  library  already  existing,  or  in 
starting  a  new  movement.  This  group 
may  be  a  club,  a  union  committee,  the 
school  board,  councils,  an  individual.  It 
may  take  the  form  of  a  public  meeting, 
or  .1  council  over  a  lunch,  a  cup  of  tea, 
or  before  an  open  wood  fire.  Local  con- 
ditions are  gone  over  carefully  and  then 
plans  are  evolved  to  arouse  interest  in 
the  idea,  to  launch  the  movement,  to  raise 
money,  to  find  a  room  and  furnish  it, 
to  get  books,  a  librarian,  supplies,  rules 
ana  so  on.  Then  later,  when  all  is  ready, 
the  visitor  returns  and  superintends  the 
organizing  if  a  trained  librarian  caniiot 
be  afforded. 

And  the  organizer  has  learned  many 


things  in  this  promoting  and  organizing 
work.  The  preliminary  steps  taught  her 
how  to  present  them,  how  to  approach 
her  audience  and  drive  home  the  points 
made;  when  to  "stand  pat"  and  when  to 
give  way.  And  above  all,  to  be  satisfied 
with  less  than  her  ideal  at  first,  if  neces- 
sary; to  have  faith  that  it  will  gradually 
come  and  to  be  willing  to  work  for  and 
gain  a  little  this  year  and  more  next,  just 
as  fast  as  the  library  makes  its  place  in 
the  community  and  grows  through  the 
influence  it  exerts.  It  is  the  very  best 
foundation  possible,  even  if  it  does  take 
patience. 

And  oh,  the  jolt  which  came  to  the 
library-school  side  of  the  visitor's  train- 
ing when  she  organized  that  first  good 
sized  library!  She  had  had  a  delightful 
experience  organizing  a  tiny  library  in  a 
town  of  about  1,000  people.  A  group 
of  women  had  formed  a  library  associ- 
ation, rented  the  only  available  room — an 
old  dilapidated  building.  They  got  the 
inside  put  in  good  shape  through  the 
gifts  of  the  paper-hanger,  the  painter,  the 
lumber  dealer  and  the  carpenter.  They 
had  employed  a  librarian  who  was  a  joy 
because  of  her  interest  and  natural  apti- 
tude for  the  work,  and  everybody  was 
eager  to  help  and  to  enjoy  the  library, 
even  if  their  supply  of  books  did  not 
reach  the  400  mark  and  had  all  been 
donated.  You  may  be  interested  in  know- 
ing that  in  5  years  their  supply  of  books 
reached  3,000,  two  small  traveling  library 
stations  were  being  maintained,  council 
was  contributing  sufficient  for  paying  the 
librarian's  salary  and  a  splendid  civic 
work  iiad  been  started  owing  to  the  initi- 
ative the  library  had  given  it. 

The  second  organizing  experience  was 
very  different  and  the  organizer  learned 
thoroughly  what  were  essentials  and  what 
non-essentials,  and  to  be  glad  to  get  the 
work  done  any  way,  just  so  it  was  done 
in  a  fairly  accurate  usable  form.  This 
town  had  a  population  of  some  7,000.  A 
fine  new  school  building  contained  a  very 
attractive  library  room,  an  enthusiastic 
committee  collected  about  $1,000  to 
start  the  library,  the  school  board 
was  ready  to  support  it  and  to 
employ    a    trained    librarian.      Every- 
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thing  seemed  to  be  moving  splendidly 
when  the  new  tax  levy  was  announced  I 
The  wail  which  followed  was  so  long 
and  loud  it  sent  all  the  active  ones  to 
cover,  expectations  of  a  trained  librarian 
vanished  and  a  hurry  call  reached  Har- 
risburg.  There  was  nothing  for  it  but 
to  train  an  untrained  librarian  and  or- 
ganize with  the  aid  of  friendly  helpers, 
in  a  room  furnished  largely  with  old 
school  desks,  and  with  only  three  days 
a  week  at  the  disposal  of  the  organizer 
for  the  work,  and  a  seven  hour  journey 
to  get  there.  Imagine  that  room  piled 
with  books  on  the  floor  in  every  direction, 
the  location  of  the  pile  indicating  whether 
they  were  in  the  pasting  stage,  the  acces- 
sion pile,  ready  for  cataloging,  or  the 
final  revision  and  shelving.  Three  type- 
writers were  going  a  greater  part  of  the 
time,  used  by  students  taking  the  business 
course  in  the  school  and  sent  to  make 
book  cards  for  their  practice  work.  A 
dozen  helpers  were  sittmg  on  the  benches 
doing  blindly  the  thing  they  were  told 
to  do  and  having  a  hilarious  time  all  the 
while.  And  the  almost  distracted  leader 
was  going  over  all  books  first,  selecting, 
discarding  and  teaching  the  new  librarian 
to  classify,  while  trying  to  keep  an  eye 
on  the  various  piles  of  books  to  prevent 
mixing  and  on  the  work  turned  out  to 
catch  glaring  mistakes.  Why  attanpt 
anything  excepting  the  barest  necessities 
until  later,  after  the  librarian  has  worked 
in  some  other  library,  or  taken  a  summer 
school  course?  But  these  necessities 
must  be  well  done — so  well  that  there 
will  be  no  need  to  do  them  over  again — 
only  to  build  on  as  needed.  And  organ- 
izing in  this  way  has  its  peculiar  ad- 
vantages in  the  hold  it  gains  on  all  those 
who  work  for  it.  Now,  we  purposely 
plan  to  have  the  Boy  scouts  do  some  defi- 
nite work  for  the  new  library,  as  gath- 
ering up  the  books  promised,  running 
errands,  and  in  one  case,  building  the 
shelves,  the  Camp  fire  girls  can  gen- 
erally be  counted  on  for  Ae  pasting  and 
general  help ;  and  the  services  of  as  many 
grown  ups  as  can  be  enticed  into  it,  are 
used  until  they  become  thoroughly  inter- 
ested in  the  success  of  the  institution. 
Such  a  foundation  is  far  better  for  the 


future  growth  of  the  library  than  a 
forced  tax,  for  the  tax  is  sure  to  come 
willingly  when  the  library  has  had  time 
to  prove  itself,  backed  up  by  all  these 
friends. 

Every  opportunity  is  taken  to  visit  the 
libraries  already  established,  sometimes 
just  to  listen  to  the  woes  of  the  librarian 
who  has  no  other  understanding  ear  into 
each  she  may  unburden  her  soul;  often 
to  plan  some  new  work  or  go  over  details 
of  old ;  to  have  conferences  with  boards 
of  trustees,  at  times  to  scold  them,  but 
more  often  to  encourage  and  put  before 
them  a  larger  vision  of  their  opportunity. 


Cost  vs.  Expenditure 
Editor,  Public  Libraries: 

Since  my  name  is  used  in  the  letter  of 
Mr  Edwin  H,  Anderson,  published  in  the 
May  number  of  Public  Libraries,  I  of- 
fer the   following  comments  in  order       I 
more  clearly  to  state  my  position  regard-       ' 
ing  the  figures: 

I  fear  that  the  note  printed  in  March 
Public  Libraries*  was  not  compiled  di- 
rectly from  my  report,  since,  as  Mr  An- 
derson points  out,  there  is  an  error  in 
the  Philadelphia  figures.  The  note  also 
refers  to  the  cost  per  volume  of  circula- 
tion, whereas  I  have  always  taken  great 
pains  in  the  past  several  years,  during 
which  similar  figures  have  been  included 
in  my  reports,  to  make  it  clear  in  the 
tables  and  in  accompanying  comments 
that  they  were  figures  of  expenditures  per 
volume  of  circulation  in  the  libraries  com- 
pared. Furthermore,  in  commenting  on 
the  comparative  fibres  I  think  I  have 
invariably  pointed  out  that  the  expendi- 
tures per  volume  circulated  by  the  Wash- 
ington public  library  have  always  been 
too  low — that  we  ought  to  be  enabled  to 
raise  our  average  by  the  payment  of  bet- 
ter salaries  and  by  otherwise  increasing 
overhead  charges  that  would  result  in 
enlarged  expenditures  per  volume  of  cir- 
culation. In  other  words,  these  com- 
parative figures  have  not  primarily  been 
used  to  prove  economical  administration, 

•[The  note  was  taken  from  an  eastern 
newspaper  and  used  for  a  6ller  becanse  of 
its  suggestive  interCBt    Editor.] 
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but  rather  as  arguments  for  larger  ex- 
penditures per  unit  of  service. 

Although  Mr  Anderson  seems  to  exon- 
erate me  from  any  charge  of  inaccuracy, 
he  does  imply  that  my  figures  are  unfair. 
My  tables  have  always  been  compiled 
with  the  greatest  care  from  the  financial 
statements  printed  in  the  reports  of  other 
libraries,  or  by  direct  application  to  chief 
librarians,  in  case  of  any  doubt  or  where 
late  reports  are  not  available.  Every  ef- 
fort to  be  scrupulously  fair  in  compari- 
sons has  always  been  made.  Mr  Ander- 
son will  recall  that  in  a  personal  conversa- 
tion with  him  a  few  years  ago,  he  sug- 
fested  that  the  figures  of  the  reference 
epartment  of  the  New  York  public  li- 
brary should  be  excluded  from  my  cam- 
parative  tables,  and  I  have  since  done  so. 
I  have  always  felt,  however,  that  as  the 
reference  department  of  the  New  York 

fiublic  library  is  an  integral  part  of  that 
ibrary,  just  as  Bates  hall  is  a  part  of  the 
Boston  public  library,  and  that  as  I  was 
trying  to  give  a  comparative  statement  of 
the  municipal  free  public  libraries  of 
American  cities  above  200,000,  it  would 
not  do  to  ignore  that  feature  of  the  New 
York  public  library.  I  have  therefore, 
for  the  sake  of  completeness,  for  several 
years  put  the  figures  for  it  in  a  foot  note 
and  made  certain  comments  on  them  in 
the  text  of  my  report. 

Mr  Anderson  su^ests  that  tf  the  fig- 
ures of  the  reference  department  of  the 
New  York  pubhc  library  are  included, 
then  the  figures  of  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress ought  to  be  included  in  those  of  the 
Washington  public  library.  In  reply  I 
suggest  that  it  is  no  more  fair  to  include 
the  figures  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
{and  similarly  those  of  the  other  libra- 
ries of  the  United  States  Government), 
with  those  of  the  municipal  library  of 
Washington  than  it  would  be  to  include 
with  the  figures  of  the  New  York  public 
library  those  of  the  libraries  of  Columbia 
and  other  universities  of  New  York,  the 
United  Engineering  Society  library,  and 
other  libraries  located  in  New  York.  I 
believe  that  Mr  Anderson  will  agree  with 
me  that  if  no  person  living  outside  of 
Greater  New  York  ever  used  his  library, 
its    5,000,000   and   more   of   population 


would  still  require  the  present  service  and 
expenditures  of  the  New  York  public  li- 
brary. He  would  not  claim,  I  suppose, 
that  the  360,000  local  population  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  would  require  the 
present  large  collections,  services  and  ex- 
penditures represented  by  the  Library  of 
Congress  (and  other  government  libra- 
ries), the  chief  or  most  expensive  use  of 
which  is  in  connection  with  government 
activities  and  by  visiting  scholars. 

Mr  Anderson  rightly  su^ests  that 
such  tables  are  compiled  for  local  con- 
sumption. Mme  have  always  had  just 
such  a  very  practical  end.  They  have 
never  been  compiled  primarily  with  my 
professional  colleagues  in  mind. 

From  my  long  experience  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  staple  article 
of  diet  of  Congressmen,  or  at  least  mem- 
bers of  appropriation  committees  is  com- 
posed of  statistics.  The  tables  and  other 
comparative  figures  included  in  my  re- 
ports represent  those  that  have  recur- 
rently been  called  for  by  appropriation 
committees.  They  are  now,  therefore, 
deliberately  compiled  and  printed  as  a 
matter  of  preparedness  for  appearances 
before  appropriation  committees. 

George  F.  Bowerhan, 

Librarian, 
Public  library.  District  of  Columbia. 


Training  for  Librarianship 
Editor  of  Public  Libraries  : 

Miss  Baker's  reply  to  your  inquiry  into 
the  reason  for  the  scarcity  of  catalogers, 
in  spite  of  good  salaries,  is  a  very  inter- 
esting document.  The  reasons  adduced 
to  poor  working  quarters  and  unsatisfac- 
tory organization  of  the  work  does  not 
concern  me  just  now;  it  is  a  matter  of 
administration,  and  I  might  return  to 
that  question  another  time.  My  con- 
cern now  is  the  statement  that  library 
workers  in  general  are  losing  interest  in 
cataloging  and  look  with  mild  contempt 
on  those  who  show  interest  in  this  branch 
of  the  service,  regarding  them  as  freaks. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  statement  is  an 
indictment  of  the  intellectual  calibre  of 
those  who  enter  the  profession.     And  if. 
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as  Miss  Baker  says,  those  who  teach  cat- 
aloging in  the  library  schools  are  unable 
to  inspire  the  students  with  respect  for 
what  really  should  be  the  fundamental 
study  in  the  schools,  then  there  is  some- 
thing the  matter  with  the  schools  which 
might  be  called  to  the  attention  of  the  A. 
L,  A,  committee  on  Library  training.  By 
the  way,  why  "training"?  The  word 
tastes  of  the  work  bench.  It  brings  to 
mind  the  old  question  about  what  library 
work  is;  is  it  a  (learned)  profession  or 
is  it  a  technical  trade?  What  is  required 
of  librarians,  knowledge,  based  on  careful 
and  sustained  study  or  merely  technical 
skill  or  knacik  of  handling  routine  mat- 
ters? 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  urge 
again  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  es- 
tablishment by  some  university  of  a 
course  in  bibliography  and  library  admin- 
istration for  library  school  graduates  and 
for  graduate  students  in  general.  I  have 
recently  had  occasion  to  outline  a  plan 
for  such  a  course,  I  publish  it  here,  in 
the  hope  that  it  may  come  under  the  sym- 
pathetic eyes  of  someone  in  authority : 

1 )  A  four  year  college  course,  leading 
to  the  degree  B.  A.,  the  first  three  years 
devoted  to  a  general  course  in  such  sub- 
jects as  modem  languages,  history  of  civ- 
ilization and  of  science,  sociology,  etc.,  the 
fourth,  to  subjects  directly  connected  with 
library  work:  general  biblit^raphy,  cat- 
aloging, classification,  indexing,  preceded 
by  a  brief  course  in  the  history  of  libra- 
ries and  with  one  on  books  and  their  use 
running  through  the  whole  year.  The 
minor  branches  of  library  technique :  ac- 
cession, circulation,  ordering  records, 
etc.,  should  be  given  as  practice  work  at 
the  end  of  the  course.  Each  student 
should  be  required  to  prepare  a  brief  bib- 
liography or  reference  list  on  a  subject 
assigned  by  the  faculty. 

2)  A  two  year  graduate  course,  lead- 
ing to  the  degree  of  M.  A.,  the  first  year 
devoted  to  advanced  and  comparative 
studies  of  the  subjects  studied  in  the 
fourth  college  year,  with  the  addition  of 
a  course  on  the  principles  of  library  ad- 
ministration, and  one  in  the  history  of 
printing  and  the  book  trade  and  graphic 
arts  in  general,  the  second  to  special  bib- 


liography, paleography,  history  of  mu- 
seums and  other  institutions  of  learning, 
continuing  the  study  of  the  history  of  sci- 
ence and  mdustry.  Each  student  should 
be  required  to  prepare  a  thesis  on  a  sub- 
ject selected  by  himself  and  accompanied 
by  an  annotated  bibliography. 

The  order  of  taking  up  the  various 
subjects  might  be  altered,  but  the  em- 
phasis should  be  placed  on  the  theoretical 
and  historical  aspects,  with  just  enough 
practice  work  to  give  the  student  an  ac- 
quaintance with  actual  work.  As  to  the 
mode  of  study,  the  seminar  method,  in 
which  teacher  and  students  work  together 
in  solving  problems,  is  recommended  as 
the  most  suitable  method  for  the  study 
of  these  subjects. 

Aksel  G.  S.  Josephson. 

The  John  Crerar  library, 
Chicago. 

****** 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  re- 
ceived the  May  Library  Journal  contain- 
ing an  address  by  Mr  Henry  on  "Li- 
brananship  as  a  profession,"  He  makes 
there  one  point  on  which  I  wish  to  add  a 
few  remarks,  namely,  that  there  are  two 
trades  of  library  workers,  clerks  and  li- 
brarians. The  distinction  between  the 
two  lies  not  so  much  in  the  required  edu- 
cational qualifications  as  in  the  character 
of  the  work  as  arranged  in  the  plan 
of  the  individual  library.  Especially  in 
larger  libraries  with  a  more  comphcated 
organization  there  are  quite  responsible 
positions  that  are  concerned  so  largely 
with  routine  work  that  they  are  in  tact 
clerkships,  but,  and  this  is  the  point,  re- 
quire for  their  competent  mastery  the 
general  outlook  into  the  library  field  that 
is  acquired  only  through  Iprofessional 
studies,  though  the  stricdy  scientific  stud- 
ies contemplated  in  the  above  outlined 
graduate  course  are  not  required  for  per- 
son? who  wish  to  qualify  for  clerical  po- 
sitions and  are  satisfied  to  stay  there. 

Another  thing:  perhaps  more  than  in 
other  professions  with  the  possible  ex- 
ception of  the  teaching  profession,  the 
personal  qualifications  play  a  very  large 
role  in  library  work.  There  are  library 
school  students  and  collie  graduates  that 
will  never  grow  above  the  pade  of  clerks. 
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who  lack  the  power  of  application  neces- 
sary for  successful  work  in,  for  instance, 
a  catalog  or  reference  department  of  a 
library  of  more  than  insignificant  size. 
And  there  are  others,  with  perhaps,  only 
high-school  education  and  who  may  never 
get  a  chance  to  acquire  a  scientific  biblio- 
graphical education  but  who,  in  spite  of 
that,  through  native  ability,  ambition  and 
perseverance  will  qualify  for  the  higher 
grade. 

All  this  complicates  the  situation  not  a 

«"■'■  A.G.S.J. 

Duplication 
Editor,  Public  Librakies  : 

I  was  very  much  interested  in  Mr  Bor- 
den's article  in  the  May  number  of  Pub- 
lic Libraries,  especially  the  point  made 
in  the  second  paragraph  on  page  178.  I 
think  we  must,  for  the  sake  of  economy, 
make  sure  that  libraries  are  not  dupli- 
cated to  such  an  extent  and  that  we  must 
have  a  centralized  county  and  state  sys- 
tem. That  is  what  we  are  trying  for  in 
Oregon,  as  will  be  seen  by  our  last  re- 
port. 

Very  sincerely, 

Cornelia  Marvin, 

Librarian. 
Oregon  State  library. 


and  to  put  in  examinations  in  economics 
and  political  science.  Students  are  con- 
stantly asking  what  they  shall  study  as 
preparation  for  library  school.  The  li- 
brary schools  ought  to  show  by  their 
work  and  the  products  of  their  schools, 
what  students  ought  to  study  as  prepara- 
tion for  library  work  after  they  have  fin- 
ished the  courses  in  the  high  school. 

Observer. 


Preparation  for  Library  Work 
Permit  me  to  call  attention  to  an  article 
on  the  Case  against  compulsory  latin,  by 
Dr  Charles  W.  Eliot,  in  the  March  num- 
ber of  the  Atlantic  Monthly. 

Librarians  will  get  much  sidelight  on 
vexatious  problems  that  come  to  them  in 
their  library  service,  by  reading  what  the 
distinguished  writer  has  to  say  about  the 
things  with  which  the  highest  human  in- 
terests are  concerned ;  namely,  religion, 
government  and  means  of  supporting 
and  improving  a  family. 

There  is  a  connection  here  that  might 
lead  to  a  consideration  of  the  examina- 
tions for  entrance  to  the  library  schools 
and  preparation  for  the  same.  I  have 
often  thought  it  would  be  very  much  bet- 
ter to  drop  the  examinations  in  languages, 
as  comparatively  few  librarians  have  to 
do  with  literature  in  foreign  languages. 


Library  Codes  or  Manuals 

The  eastern  and  central  conferences  of 
university  and  college  libraries  have  ex- 
pressed an  interest  m  library  codes  and 
manuals,  and  have  asked  the  undersigned 
to  investigate  and  to  render  a  report  look- 
ing toward  the  formulation,  if  possible, 
of  a  general  code  of  practices  and  meth- 
ods. Such  a  code  might  well  be  of  ser- 
vice in  eliminating  bad  practices  and  in 
relating  the  larger  and  smaller  libraries. 
Looking  forward  to  a  meeting  at  the 
Louisville  conference,  will  not  libraries 
that  have  reduced  any  part  of  their  rou- 
tine to  writing  please  communicate  at 
once  with  the  undersigned  in  order  that 
they  may  know  how  extensive  this  cus- 
tom is  and  that  they  may  decide  about 
actually  consulting  these  copies. 
WiLLARD  Austen,  librarian 

Cornell  university  library 
Ithaca,  New  York. 
F.  K,  W.  Drury,  assistant  librarian 
University  of  Illinois  library 

Urbana,  Illinois 


The  Public  library  at  Crookston,  Minn., 
recently  had  what  they  called  "Bargain 
day."  The  idea  back  of  it  was  to  induce 
persons  who  were  keeping  overdue  books 
out  of  the  library  on  account  of  the  fine 
assessed,  to  bring  them  back  and  so  it 
was  announced  that  between  certain 
hours  all  books  that  were  returned  to  the 
library  would  be  received  without  a 
charge  and  no  questions  asked.  The 
librarian,  Miss  Lommen,  said  in  speaking 
of  it: 
We  tried  this  plan  as  a  remedy 

And  find  it  helps  in  a  way, 
"  people    are    so    busy    with    other 
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Foreign  Kibecriptiona      -     -     ■     $225  a  year 
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A  recoll«tion— The  recent  visit  of  the 
French  commission  to  Boston  was  made 
the  occasion  by  the  trustees  of  the  Bos- 
ton public  library  of  calling  attention 
thru  a  public  letter  to  the  almost  for- 
gotten fact  of  the  contribution  toward  the 
founding  of  that  library  by  a  French  citi- 
zen, Alexandre  Vattemare.  The  trustees 
termed  him  the  real  founder  of  the  libra- 
ry. M.  Vattemare  brought  to  Boston 
in  1839,  a  gift  of  50  books,  presented 
to  Boston  by  the  city  of  Paris.  His 
address  on  the  occasion  spread  the  idea 
of  a  free  public  library  before  the  people 
of  Boston.  From  this  nucleus  of  50 
l)Ooi{S.  it  began  its  career  which  today 
carries  on  the  system  of  more  than  a 
million  books  in  the  Boston  public  librar}'. 
It  is  an  obscure  event  in  which  a  public 
library  is  not  concerned. 

A,  L.  A.  for  1917— The  meeting  of  the 
American  Library  Association  will  have 
been  heUl  before  another  number  of  Pub- 
lic r.iBRARiEs  appears  and  so,  as  the  last 


opportunity.  Public  Libkaxies  takes  the 
privilege  of  urging  all  library  workers 
and  library  trustees  who  can  find  it  pos- 
sible, to  attend  the  meeting  at  Louisville. 

There  is  need  at  the  present  time  for 
personal  contact  for  the  psychological  ef- 
fect of  group  action  and  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  feeling  of  solidarity  in  the  things 
that  librarians  of  all  kinds  are  trying  to 
do.  It  will  be  an  opportunity  for  libra- 
rians to  line  up,  to  bring  into  view  evi- 
dence of  the  value  of  their  work  in  this 
critical  time  and  in  a  way,  to  appeal  to 
the  understanding  of  the  general  public, 
that  has  never  been  equalled  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  association  before.  The  fact 
that  times  are  distressful  and  that  there 
are  heavy  problems  ahead  should  only 
serve  to  incite  librarians  to  more  poise, 
greater  vision,  reasonable  service  and  to 
a  belief  in  themselves  and  their  work  as 
a  direct  contribution  and  obligation  to 
the  times. 

The  spirit  shown  in  the  story  of  the 
Colonial  assembly,  which  in  the  midst  of 
its  deliberations  was  startled  by  a  very 
unusual  eclipse  of  the  sun  that  began  to 
make  itself  felt  in  the  council  chambers, 
might  well  ser\'e  as  an  example. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  there  were 
those  present  who,  in  great  fear,  wished 
to  depart,  others  wished  the  discussion  to 
cease  and  prayerful  preparation  made  for 
what  was  declared  to  be  the  end  of  the 
world.  The  sturdy  f^re  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  meeting  draws  one's  admira- 
tion, when  in  a  calm  manner  he  ordered 
candles  to  be  brought  so  that,  "if  it  may 
be  that  the  Lord  is  come.  He  shall  find 
us  engaged  in  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  hour." 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  who  are 
thinking  that  this  year  is  the  time  to  stay 
away  from  A,  L.  A.  will  finally  conclude 
this  is  the  year  to  come  and  contribute. 


ibyGoogle 


Public    Libraries 


to  expand  professionally  and  personally, 
to  send  the  line  of  professional  interest 
upward  and  upward  to  stay. 

If  the  libraries  do  not,  by  the  effective- 
ness of  the  service  which  they  render, 
impress  on  those  engaged  in  providing 
ways  and  means  for  carrying  on  the  work 
at  this  time,  it  is  but  natural  that  the  lat- 
ter, unaware  of  the  service  rendered  by 
the  public  library  to  the  community, 
should  hit  upon  that  institution  as  one 
that  may  well  be  curtailed  in  its  finances 
and  extension  at  a  time  of  stress  in  find- 
ing the  wherewithal!  to  carry  on  the  ma- 
terial affairs  of  the  community.  The  li- 
brary in  these  times,  should  be  counted. 
It  is  needed.  Its  influence  is  vital  in  re- 
vivifying soul,  mind  and  body  in  hours 
of  stress,  and  one  failing  to  see  the  op- 
portunity and  duty  before  him  at  such  a 
time  is  recreant,  as  much  so  as  one  too 
selfish  to  render  national  service  in  any 
other  line  of  endeavor. 

For  an  example,  in  referring  to  the 
condition  in  England  among  the  libraries 
there,  the  highest  commendation  is  de- 
served by  those  who  have  stood  firmly 
against  the  reduction  of  library  appro- 
priations, against  the  suggestions  that 
have  been  made  here  and  there,  that  the 
library  be  closed,  that  the  salaries  for  the 
women  taking  the  place  of  the  men  called 
to  the  front  be  reduced  and  in  various 
ways,  shutting  down  on  the  stream  of  in- 
spiration, education  and  recreation  which 
is  more  greatly  needed  at  this  time  than 
ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  library 
movement. 

Thedatyof  tfaehour^ln  the  address  of 
President  I-ockc  before  the  Ontario  li- 
brary association  recently,  he  took  occa- 
sion to  call  attention  to  the  obligation  of 
the  public  library  in  the  great  world 
movement  of  the  war.     He  said  in  part : 

In  these  days  there  is  no  difference  be- 
tween a  privitcRe  and  an  oblJRation.  What 
we  ought  to  do  we  have  done  so  cheerfully 
that  it  has  become  a  privilcRe  and  the  moral 
lone  of  the  individual  has  been  so  height- 
ened as  to  set  a  new  mark  of  capability, 
willingness  and  even  eagerness  to  serve,  that 
will  not  easily  be  lowered. 

The  service  which  the  public  library  can 


render  has  still  to  do  with  knowledge,  in- 
formation as  to  why  we  arc  at  war,  what 
the  war  means,  not  only  to  us  personally 
but  to  our  nation  and  to  our  empire  and  to 
the  world.  Where  to  get  this  information 
and  ascertain  the  truth  concerning  the  war, 
has  been  the  uppermost  thought  and  has 
caused  thinking  people  at  once  to  consult 
their  library  or  to  protest  strongly  if  there 
was  no-  such  institution.  What  the  people 
want  is  modern  or  latest  knowledge  and 
at  once.  To  furnish  this  promptly  is  what 
I  call  the  privileRe  and  obligation  of  the 
public  library. 

Librarians  will  do  well  to  realize  the 
importance  of  the  obligation  set  out  by 
Mr  Locke.  If  possible,  more  than  ever 
before  in  the  history  of  the  library  move- 
ment, is  it  the  obligation  of  library  work- 
ers to  obtain  for  the  public,  material, 
showing  actual  conditions,  needs,  prog- 
ress, and  purpose  of  the  world  movement 
of  today.  For,  moved  by  various  rea- 
sons, there  are  those  who  are  misstating 
facts,  figures,  purposes,  aims  and  objects, 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  great  body 
believe  what  they  read  in  the  casual  news- 
paper, made  to  sell,  without  weighing 
the  circumstances.  There  is  absolutely 
no  reason  for  this  state  of  affairs.  The 
.sources  of  reliable  information  through 
government,  state,  municipality,  associa- 
tions and  individuals,  are  open  so  far  as 
the  printed  material  is  concerned.  This 
material  should  be  collected,  annotated, 
distributed  and  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  groups  of  people  to  whom  it  is  of 
value. 

To  too  many,  the  public  library  does 
not  supply  cheerful  encouragement.  If 
ever  there  was  a  time  when  the  librarians 
of  the  country  should  be  more  alert,  more 
sympathetic,  more  faithful  in  the  task 
that  has  been  committed  to  them,  it  is 
now.  The  library  should  not  wait  for 
the  community  to  come  to  it,  but  should 
use  every  means  within  its  power  at  this 
time  to  touch  the  life  and  interests  of  the 
community  at  every  angle.  Librarians 
should  keep  in  touch  with  each  other  ana 
find  out  what  each  is  thinking  and  what 
the  other  is  doing,  so  that  there  may  be 
a  universal  interest  and  effort  that  will 
go  far  to  remove  the  weight  placed  upon 
everyone  by  the  sad  state  of  affairs. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  public  li- 
brary was  there  so  great  an  obligation 
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upon  it  to  come  up  to  the  full  measure  of 
its  purpose  and  power,  as  there  is  at  the 
present  time.  The  library  is  founded  to 
afford  the  people  of  a  community,  that 
which  it  cannot  otherwise  have,  a  full, 
free,  efficient  source  of  information,  in- 
spiration and  education.  To  furnish  this 
as  the  times  demand,  means  a  working  up 
to  the  full  capacity  of  every  tax  supported 
library  in  the  country.  Every  resource  of 
the  least  of  these,  that  will  help  in  the 
multiform  needs  of  the  hour,  should  be 
studied  and  thoroughly  learned  by  every- 
one who  has  assumed  to  be  a  director  of 
library  service  in  every  community  in  the 
land.  If  there  is  a  library  force  any- 
where that  does  not  see,  that  does  not  feel 
the  importance  of  the  position  every  unit 
in  it  occupies  at  this  time,  let  its  members 
sit  down  and  reflect,  let  them  search  out 
their  shortcomings  that  they  may  be  the 
better  prepared  for  the  patriotic  duty  that 
is  before  them.  If,  after  they  have  hon- 
estly done  this,  they  still  do  not  under- 
stand their  opportunity,  they  may  con- 
clude that  another  branch  of  the  service 
calls  for  them  and  give  someone  else  the 
chance  to  perfonn  the  duty  which  they 
do  not  recognize. 

Geography,  biography,  economics,  agri- 
culture, domestic  science,  sanitation,  hy- 
giene, travel,  description,  essays,  poetry 
full  of  reference  and  interest  to  all  whose 
hearts  and  minds  are  calling  for  news  of 
the  mysterious  "somewhere,"  all  these  if 
put  into  the  hands  of  those  whose  gifts 
have  been  laid  on  the  altar  of  their  coun- 
try, will  be  "aid  to  the  injured"  as  helpful 
as  any  rendered  by  another. 

Quoting  Mr  Locke  again  in  referring 
to  the  condition  brought  on  in  Canada 
by  the  war,  he  says : 

Just  as  the  individual  has  found  that  he 
has  new  powers  and  has  tried  out  these 
powers  in  the  service  of  his  fellows,  so  the 
institutions  of  our  country  have  been  quick- 
ened and  raised  from  their  more  or  less  ab- 
slractness  and  non-personal  character  to  a 
more  personal  and  practical  basis  of  respon- 
sibility. 


Within  this  handsome  building  re- 
posed many  books.  Yea,  verily,  reposed. 
For  few  were  called  (for)  and  few  were 
chosen. 

Whereat  the  Board  of  Trustees  did 
take  the  librarian  to  task,  saying,  "How 
comes  it.  Librarian,  that  the  people  who 
own  these  books  use  them  not?  If  they 
do  not  use  them,  well  may  they  say, 
'Verily,  verily,  we  getteth  not  the  worm 
of  our  investment.'  Ye  have  the  books — 
the  library  is  swept  and  garnished  to  a 
degree  of  pain  fulness.  Thou  obeyest 
every  canon  of  cataloging  law  and  thou 
variest  not  a  hair's  breadth  from  all  the 
minutae  and  detail  laid  out  as  law  and 
gospel  in  the  'Sffs,  But  tell  us,  oh.  Li- 
brarian, why  our  neighbors  laugh  us  to 
scorn  because  the  people  of  the  towm 
useth  not  their  own  property?" 

Then  answereth  the  librarian,  saying, 
"We  must  advertise  the  library.  Pub- 
licity is  the  whole  of  library  success." 
Thereupon  the  Board  of  Trustees  did 
say,  "Hie  thee  quickly  to  thy  office  and 
try  publicity." 

And  so,  for  many  days  did  the  librarian 
pore  over  library  journals  and  did  absorb 
many  articles  on  library  publicity.  "Aha," 
quoth  she.  "Here  is  a  hummer.  It  is 
about  books  on  mining."  Whereat  she 
did  copy  the  article  and  did  take  it  to  the 
printer.  Now  prepared  she  for  the  swarm 
of  men  who  will  come  for  books  on  min- 
ing. And  she  did  make  a  stunning  bul- 
letin to  accompany  the  list  of  books  on 
mining.  But  alas,  no  one  came  for  books 
on  mining !  This  was  a  town  where  there 
were  many  paper  mills  and  there  was  not 
a  mine  withm  far  off  miles  of  it. 

Observer. 


Publicity 

There  was  an  city  and  in  this  city  there 
was  an  library,  the  building  for  whicii, 
one  certain  St  Andrew  bestowed  upon 
the  city. 


By  a 


Correction 
r  of  the  typist,  Miss  Jordan 


was  made  to  say  in  May  (P.  L.,  p.  192) 
that  she  approved  a  movement  on  foot 
to  foster  the  writing  of  juvenile  books. 
Miss  Jordan,  on  the  contrary,  objects  to 
the  writing  of  books  to  order  on  any 
subject.  She  thinks  and  so  do  most 
thinking  people,  that  books  should  be 
written  spontaneously  because  of  a  mes- 
sage which  the  writer  has  conceived  of 
himself  without  commission. 
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White  Collectioii  in  Cleveland  Public 
Library 

For  about  20  years,  Mr  John  G,  White, 
the  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Cleveland  public  library,  has  been 
giving  to  the  library  books  in  folk-lore. 
Oriental  literature,  archaeology,  includ- 
ing Egyptology  and  Assyriology,  voyages 
and  travels,  and  mediaeval  literature.  The 
number  of  volumes  and  pamphlets  has 
now  reached  30,000,  with  additions  at  the 
rate  of  2,000  or  3,000  annually.  This  ma- 
terial has  been  put  in  order  on  the  shelves 
and  is  now  in  the  process  of  cataloging; 
a  librarian  is  in  charge,  devoting  his  en- 
tire time  to  the  work.  As  this  material 
is  available  for  loan  to  those  interested, 
whether  residents  of  Qeveland  or  not, 
librarians  may  appreciate  a  statement  of 
what  they  may  reasonably  expect  to  find 
here. 

In  the  general  field  of  folk-lore  are  in- 
cluded the  chief  magazines,  such  as 
Melusine,  Revue  des  Traditions  Popu- 
laires,  0ns  Volksleven,  Folk-lore,  Dania, 
Archives  Swisses  des  Traditions  Popu- 
laires,  Archivio  per  le  Tradisioni  Popo- 
lari,  Volkskunde,  etc. 

Local  folk-lore  has  several  thousand 
volumes  and  pamphlets,  German  being 
particularly  strong.  Other  notable  sub- 
jects are  ballads  (a  very  large  collection, 
especially  English  and  German)  ;  fables; 
proverbs ;  gypsies ;  and  mediaeval  ro- 
mances and  legends.  There  is  much  on 
Faust,  including  many  German  and 
Dutch  chap-books.  Tyll  Eulenspiegel 
and  the  Seven  Wise  Masters,  Rubezahl 
and  Frederick  Barbarossa,  Barlaam  and 
Joasaph  and  the  English  chap-books  of 
the  early  nineteenth  century,  all  deserve 
mention.  On  witchcraft  there  is  less 
material,  but  there  are  some  rare  and 
early  works,  and  pamphlets  infrequently 
met  with.  Alchemy  and  astrology  have 
not  been  purchased  to  any  large  extent. 
There  are,  of  course,  a  good  many  books 
on  plant  and  animal  lore,  and  other  sim- 
ilar matters,  and  saints'  legends.  A  sub- 
ject of  recent  growth  is  the  American  In- 
dians. 

Oriental  literature  is  possibly  the  most 
notable  feature.    In  all,  140  languages 


from  all  parts  of  the  world  are  repre- 
sented, pvoyiAing  material  for  mission- 
aries and  other  students  of  out-of-the- 
way  linguistics,  notably  African,  works 
in  Sanskrit,  Arabic,  and  Persian  comprise 
a  collection  with  few  rivals.  The  abun- 
dant representation  of  editions  of  Kali- 
dasa  may  be  seen  by  comparing  with 
Schyler's  bibliography  (//.  Am.  Or.  S. 
1901 J .  Sa'di,  the  Vedas  and  Avestan  liter- 
ature have  been  bought  largely,  and  there 
are  a  great  many  editions  of  the  Arabian 
Nights.  Sets  like  the  Bibliotheca  Indica, 
and  the  various  Sanskrit  series  of  Ben- 
ares, Bombay,  Chowkhamba,  etc.,  enrich 
the  collection.  There  is  also  material  on 
Oriental  history  and  civilization,  from 
which  may  be  selected  for  mention  the 
history  of  India,  and  books  on  the  Ori- 
ental calendar  and  chronology.  It  should 
be  said  that  Hebrew  is  not  strong,  and 
that  the  Chinese  and  Japanese  collections 
do  not  include  native  editions  of  the 
texts.  A  complete  set  of  the  Chinese  Trip- 
itaka,  or  Buddhist  canon,  is  a  notable  ex- 
ception. Moreover,  there  is  abundant 
material,  in  the  case  of  China,  of  West- 
em  issue.  The  proverb  collection  is,  per- 
haps, the  largest  in  the  United  States. 

The  Orient  predominates  also  in  the 
archaeological  division.  The  Archaeo- 
logical Survey  of  India  and  the  neighbor- 
ing countries  is  to  be  found  here  practi- 
cally complete.  In  Assyriology,  and  even 
more  in  Egyptology  are  to  be  found  al- 
most all  the  publications  of  the  various 
foreign  exploration  funds  and  archaeo- 
logical societies,  besides  a  great  quantity 
of  treatises.  While  the  file  of  periodicals 
is  not  complete,  gaps  are  being  filled  in. 
Though  there  is  little  classical  archaeol- 
ogy (except  for  Hellenistic  and  Roman 
Egypt  and  the  papyri),  American  arch- 
aeology is  strongly  represented,  including 
the  reproductions  of  the  Mexican  and 
Maya  codices. 

As  voyages  and  travels  offer  almost  a 
limitless  field,  the  concentration  has  been 
along  the  lines  of  ethnological  and  folk- 
lore interest,  especially  as  regards  Asia 
and  Africa.  Included  are  the  important 
geographical  collections  like  the  publica- 
tions of  the  Hakluyt  Society  and  the 
Linschoten  Vereenigii^,  and  the  "Recueil 
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de  Voyages  et  de  Documents  pour  servir 
a  I'Histoire  de  la  Geographic." 

Mediaeval  literature  is  extensively  rep- 
resented. There  are,  of  course,  sets  of 
the  works  put  out  by  the  standard  socie- 
ties publishing  mediaeval  literature ;  in 
addition,  most  of  the  individual  authors 
of  the  Middle  Ages  are  to  be  found  in 
nearly  all  editions.  The  critical  material 
on  hand  is  chiefly  on  the  literary  side, 
purely  linguistic  treatises  and  philological 
journals  not  falling,  as  a  rule,  within  the 
scope  of  this  part  of  the  collection.  The 
philological  journals  are,  however,  to  be 
found  in  the  library  of  Western  Reserve 
university,  which  makes  their  absence 
here  less  serious.  In  Italian  dialect  dic- 
tionaries. Old  French,  Old  and  Middle 
High  German,  Anglo-Saxon,  Middle 
English,  Middle  Dutch,  Celtic  and  Pro- 
vencal, and  the  Icelandic  sagas,  the  ma- 
terial is  very  full. 

Lastly,  it  should  be  noticed  that  for 
catalogs  of  manuscripts  in  European  and 
Oriental  libraries,  the  White  collection 
ranks  among  the  first  three  or  four  of 
the  United  States. 

While  no  printed  lists  are  in  existence, 
desired  books  can  be  found  readily,  and 
loans  will  gladly  be  made.  Following  the 
usual  practice  governing  inter-library 
loans,  applications  should  be  made,  if 
possible  through  the  library  of  the  insti- 
tution with  which  the  applicant  is  con- 
nected, or  through  the  public  library  at 
which  he  is  a  borrower;  those  not  in  a 
position  to  comply  with  this  requirement 
should  state  their  case.  The  period  for 
which  books  are  loaned  is  ordinarily  two 
weeks,  with  the  privilege  of  renewal  for 
two  weeks  more ;  but  other  arrangements 
may  be  made  if  need  warrants.  All  com- 
munications should  be  sent  to  the  Libra- 
rian, Public  library,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


Who  am  I  that  I  demand  ihat  my  life 
shall  be  without  difficulties  and  pains  and 
troubles?  Is  anybody's?  I  do  not  claim 
that  my  toothache  is  worse  than  any  other 
man's  toothache  just  because  it  is  mine  or 
because  it  happens  to  be  affecting  a  differ- 
ent tooth.  Why,  then,  should  I  think  my 
troubles  worse  than  his  merely  because  they 
are  mine  or  happen  to  be  hurting  me  in  a 
different  place? 


Public  Library  of  Cincinnati 
Lecture  course 

In  an  attempt  to  interest  the  factory 
girl  by  means  of  a  series  of  illustrated 
talks,  in  some  "best  books,"  the  Public 
library  of  Cincinnati  four  years  ago  dis- 
covered that  a  lecture  course  of  a  differ- 
ent sort  was  what  was  really  needed.  For 
after  a  number  of  factory  managers  bad 
agreed  to  post  announcements  of  the  lec- 
tures on  their  time  clocks  and  tickets  had 
been  left  with  them  for  distribution,  it 
was  found  on  the  night  of  the  first  talk. 
that  instead  of  the  girls  it  was  their  eldets 
who  appeared  and  that  the  men  work- 
ers had  come  with  their  wives.  This  be- 
ing the  case,  the  strictly  "book"  idea  was 
abandoned  and  the  second  series  of  12 
lectures  made  to  embrace  a  variety  of 
subjects:  literature,  art,  history,  travel 
and  sociology ;  illustrated  for  the  most 
part  with  lantern  slides. 

The  course  proved  so  popular  that  by 
the  next  year  it  was  enlarged  to  20  lec- 
tures, and  besides  the  regular  tickets- 
issued  because  of  the  limited  seating  ca- 
pacity— a  number  of  season  tickets  were 
provided  for  the  regular  patrons,  some 
of  whom  have  not  missed  a  lecture  in 
two  years. 

The  fourth  scries  of  the  Public  library 
lectures  came  to  a  close  on  Wednesday 
evening,  April  11,  with  the  annual  enter- 
tainment given  in  honor  of  the  lecturers. 
On  this  occasion,  main  hall  became  for 
once,  "Handy's  opera  house,"  (its  orig- 
inal but  never  fulfilled  ambition),  a  stage 
was  set  up  at  one  end  and  at  nine  o'clock, 
after  closing  time,  members  of  the  staff 
presented  scenes  from  the  old  play 
"Fashion." 

The  lectures  this  season  began  Octo- 
ber 26,  1916,  and  ended  April  5,  1917. 
and  were  as  usual  20  in  number.  The 
total  attendance  was  3,028,  an  average  of 
150  for  each  lecture.  It  would  l«  an 
easy  thing  to  bring  the  attendance  up  to 
three  hundred  or  more  but  this  dare  not 
be  attempted  because  of  the  inadequate 
seating  capacity  of  the  lecture  room,  Xo 
effort,  therefore,  is  made  to  advertise  the 
course  outside  the  main  librarj-,  the  tick- 
ets being  distributed  from  the  charging, 
receiving  and  registration  desks.    A  lim- 
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:pan(I  professionally  and  personally, 
nd  the  line  of  professional  interest 
ird  and  upward  to  stay. 
the  libraries  do  not,  by  the  effective- 
of  the  service  which  they  render, 
ess  on  those  engaged  in  providing 
and  means  for  carrying  on  the  work 
is  time,  it  is  but  natural  that  the  lat- 
onaware  of  the  service  rendered  by 
public  library  to  the  community. 
Id  hit  upon  that  institution  as  one 
may  well  be  curtailed  in  its  finances 
Extension  at  a  time  of  stress  in  find- 
he  wherewithall  to  carry  on  the  ma- 
I  affairs  of  the  community.  The  li- 
I  in  these  times,  should  be  counted. 
needed.  Its  influence  Is  vital  in  re- 
ying  soul,  mind  and  body  in  hours 
res.s,  and  one  failing  to  see  the  op- 
mity  and  duty  before  him  at  such  a 
is  recreant,  as  much  so  as  one  too 
h  to  render  national  ser\ice  in  any 
■  line  of  endeavor. 

ir  an  example,  in  referring  to  the 
ition  in  England  among  the  libraries 
;,  the  highest  commendation  is  de- 
^J  by  those  who  have  stood  firmly 
ist  the  reduction  of  library  appro- 
ions,  against  the  suggestions  that 
been  made  here  and  there,  that  the 
ry  be  closed,  that  the  salaries  for  the 
en  taking  the  place  of  the  men  called 
le  front  be  reduced  and  in  various 
i,  shutting  down  on  the  stream  of  in- 
.tion,  education  and  recreation  which 
ore  greatly  needed  at  this  time  than 
before  in  the  history  of  the  library 
snent. 

edntyof  diehour— in  the  address  of 
ident  l,ocke  before  the  Ontario  li- 
f  association  recently,  he  took  occa- 
to  call  attention  to  the  obligation  of 
public  library  in  the  great  world 
sment  of  the  war.  He  said  in  part: 
these  days  there  is  no  difference  be- 
n  a  privilege  and  an  obligation.  What 
light  to  do  we  have  Hone  so  cheerfully 
it  has  become  a  privilege  and  the  moral 
of  the  individual  has  heen  so  hei);ht- 
as  to  set  a  new  mark  of  capability, 
igness  and  even  eaRerness  to  serve,  that 
not  easily  be  lowered, 
e  service  which  the  public  library  can 


render  has  still  to  do  with  knowledge,  in- 
formation as  to  why  we  arc  at  war,  what 
ihe  war  means,  not  only  to  us  personally 
but  to  our  nation  and  to  our  empire  and  to 
the  world.  Where  to  f;et  this  information 
and  ascerlain  the  truth  concerninR  the  war, 
has  been  the  uppermost  ihouRht  and  has 
caused  thinking  people  at  once  to  consult 
Iheir  library  or  to  protest  strongly  if  there 
was  no*  such  institution.  What  ihc  people 
want  is  modern  or  latest  knowledge  and 
at  once.  To  furnish  this  promptly  is  what 
i  call  the  privilege  and  obligation  of  the 
public  library. 

Librarians  will  do  well  to  realize  the 
importance  of  the  obligation  set  out  by 
Mr  Locke.  If  jiossible,  more  than  ever 
before  in  the  hi.story  of  the  library  ni<ive- 
ment,  is  it  the  obligation  of  library  work- 
ers to  obtain  for  the  public,  material, 
showing  actual  conditions,  needs,  prog- 
ress, and  purpose  of  the  world  movement 
of  today.  For,  moved  by  various  rea- 
sons, there  are  those  who  are  misstating 
facts,  figures,  purposes,  aims  and  objects, 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  great  body 
believe  what  they  read  in  the  casual  news- 
paper, made  to  sell,  without  weighing 
the  circumstances.  There  is  absolutely 
no  reason  for  this  state  of  aflfairs.  The 
sources  of  reliable  information  through 
government,  state,  municipality,  associa- 
tions and  individuals,  are  open  so  far  as 
the  printed  material  is  concerned.  This 
material  shoidd  be  collected,  annotated, 
distributed  and  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  groups  of  people  to  whom  it  is  of 
value. 

To  too  many,  the  public  hbrary  does 
not  supply  cheerful  encouragement.  If 
ever  there  was  a  time  when  the  librarians 
of  the  country  should  be  more  alert,  more 
sympathetic,  more  faithful  in  the  task 
that  has  been  committed  to  them,  it  is 
now.  The  library  should  not  wait  for 
the  community  to  come  to  it,  but  should 
use  every  means  within  its  power  at  this 
time  to  touch  the  life  and  interests  of  the 
community  at  every  angle.  Librarians 
should  keep  in  touch  with  each  other  ana 
find  out  what  each  is  thinking  and  what 
the  other  is  doing,  so  that  there  may  be 
a  universal  interest  and  effort  that  will 
go  far  to  remove  the  weight  placed  upon 
everyone  by  the  sad  state  of  affairs. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  public  li- 
brary was  there  so  great  an  obligation 
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de  Voyages  et  de  Documents  pour  servir 
a  I'Histoire  de  la  Geographic." 

Mediaeval  literature  is  extensively  rep- 
resented. There  are,  of  course,  sets  of 
the  works  put  out  by  the  standard  socie- 
ties puMishing  mediaeval  literature;  in 
addition,  most  of  the  individual  authors 
of  the  Middle  Ages  are  to  be  found  in 
nearly  all  editions.  The  critical  material 
on  hand  is  chiefly  on  the  literary  side, 
purely  linguistic  treatises  and  philological 
journals  not  falling,  as  a  rule,  within  the 
scope  of  this  part  of  the  collection.  The 
philological  journals  are,  however,  to  be 
found  in  the  library  of  Western  Reserve 
university,  which  makes  their  absence 
here  less  serious.  In  Itahan  dialect  dic- 
tionaries. Old  French,  Old  and  Middle 
High  German,  Anglo-Saxon,  Middle 
English,  Middle  Dutch,  Celtic  and  Pro- 
vencal, and  the  Icelandic  sagas,  the  ma- 
terial is  very  full. 

Lastly,  it  should  be  noticed  that  for 
catalogs  of  manuscripts  in  European  and 
Oriental  libraries,  the  White  collection 
ranks  among  the  first  three  or  four  of 
the  United  States. 

While  no  printed  lists  are  in  existence, 
desired  books  can  be  found  readily,  and 
loans  will  gladly  be  made.  Following  the 
usual  practice  governing  inter-hbrary 
loans,  applications  should  be  made,  if 
possible  through  the  library  of  the  insti- 
tution with  which  the  applicant  is  con- 
nected, or  through  the  public  library  at 
which  he  is  a  borrower;  those  not  in  a 
position  to  comply  with  this  requirement 
should  state  their  case.  The  period  for 
which  books  are  loaned  is  ordinarily  two 
weeks,  with  the  privilege  of  renewal  for 
two  weeks  more;  but  other  arrangements 
may  be  made  if  need  warrants.  All  com- 
munications should  be  sent  to  the  Libra- 
rian, Public  library,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


Who  am  I  that  I  demand  that  my  lite 
shall  he  without  difficulties  and  pains  and 
troubles?  Is  anybody's?  I  do  not  claim 
that  my  toothache  is  worse  than  any  other 
man's  toothache  just  becanse  it  is  mine  or 
because  it  happens  to  be  affecting  a  differ- 
ent tooth.  Why,  then,  should  1  think  my 
troubles  worse  than  his  merely  because  they 
are  mine  or  happen  to  be  hurting  me  in  a 
different  place? 


Public  Library  of  Cincinnati 
Lecture  coune 

In  an  attempt  to  interest  the  factory 
girl  by  means  of  a  series  of  illustrated 
talks,  in  some  "best  books,"  the  Public 
library  of  Cincinnati  four  years  ago  dis- 
covered that  a  lecture  course  of  a  differ- 
ent sort  was  what  was  really  needed.  For 
after  a  number  of  factory  managers  had 
agreed  to  post  announcements  of  the  lec- 
tures on  their  time  clocks  and  tickets  had 
been  left  with  them  for  distribution,  it 
was  found  on  the  night  of  the  first  talk. 
that  instead  of  the  girls  it  was  their  eldess 
who  appeared  and  that  the  men  work- 
ers had  come  with  their  wives.  This  l>e- 
ing  the  case,  the  strictly  "book"  idea  was 
abandoned  and  the  second  series  of  12 
lectures  made  to  embrace  a  variety  of 
subjects',  literature,  art,  history,  travel 
and  sociology;  illustrated  for  the  most 
part  with  lantern  slides. 

The  course  proved  so  popular  that  by 
the  next  year  it  was  enlarged  to  20  lec- 
tures, and  besides  the  regular  tickets — 
issued  becau.se  of  the  limited  seating  ca- 
pacity— a  number  of  season  tickets  were 
provided  for  the  regular  patrons,  some 
of  whom  have  not  missed  a  lecture  in 
two  years. 

The  fourth  series  of  the  Public  library 
lectures  came  to  a  close  on  Wednesday 
evening,  April  11,  with  the  annual  enter- 
tainment given  in  honor  of  the  lecturers. 
On  this  occasion,  main  hall  became  fur 
once,  "Handy's  opera  house,"  (its  orig- 
inal but  never  ful^lled  ambition),  a  stage 
was  set  up  at  one  end  and  at  nine  o'clock. 
after  closing  time,  members  of  the  staff 
presented  scenes  from  the  old  play 
"Fashion." 

The  lectures  this  season  began  Octo- 
ber 26,  1916,  and  ended  April  5,  1917. 
and  were  as  usual  20  in  number.  The 
total  attendance  was  3,028,  an  average  of 
ISO  for  each  lecture.  It  would  be  an 
easy  thing  to  bring  the  attendance  up  to 
three  hundred  or  more  but  this  dare  not 
be  attempted  because  of  the  inadequate 
seating  capacity  of  the  lecture  room.  Xo 
effort,  therefore,  is  made  to  advertise  the 
course  outside  the  main  library,  the  tick- 
ets being  distributed  from  the  charging, 
receiving  and  registration  desks.    A  tini- 
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ited  number  of  season  tickets  were  again 
issued. 

The  library  lecture  public,  composed 
mainly  of  people  of  middle  age,  distinctly 
favors  travel,  but  cultural  subjects  are 
gradually  becoming  more  popular,  per- 
haps because  they  have  this  year  been 
presented  in  such  an  attractive  manner. 

The  lecture  course  was  in  chai^  of 
Miss  Sophie  M.  CoUman,  chief  of  the 
Foreign  literature  department  of  the  li- 
brary.          L.  S. 

E^Umination  of  Borrower's  Card 

The  Public  library  of  Sioux  Gty,  Iowa, 
and  of  one  or  two  other  places,  have 
disposed  of  the  reader's  card  in  their 
charging  system.  Miss  Drake,  the  li- 
brarian of  Sioux  City,  states : 

There  are  drawbacks  to  this  system,  but 
after  using  it  for  two  years  we  find  it  a  sav- 
ing of  time  and  money.  The  object  in  doing 
away  with  it  was  to  allow  the  library  as- 
sistant more  time  to  help  the  patrons. 

We  reckoned  the  cost  of  the  snpply  of 
readers'  cards,  the  salary  of  the  person  fill- 
ing out  the  cards,  the  constant  filing  and 
refiling  of  the  cards,  the  space  required  for 
this  record,  as  well  as  the  annoyance  when 
the  cards  that  were  brought  in  during  the 
day  had  not  been  filed,  and  we  found  that 
wo  were  not  making  the  best  use  of  the 
money  thus  spent. 

The  regular  application  card  is  so 
arranged  as  to  give  space  at  one  end  for 
the  reader's  name,  number  and  address. 
These  application  cards  are  arranged 
alphabetically  in  the  file  where  the 
reader's  card  used  to  be  kept.  When  a 
1>ook  is  charged,  the  reader's  name  is 
looked  up,  his  number  found  and  the 
date  stamped  on  the  date  slip  in  the 
book.  There  is  no  chance  of  loss  of 
the  card  as  they  are  never  removed, 
except  to  change  an  address  or  to  be 
withdrawn  from  use.  When  an  over- 
due book  is  returned,  if  the  fine  is  paid 
before  the  book  is  discharged,  "Pd." 
is  penciled  under  the  date  and  erased 
when  the  book  card  i-s  returned  to  the 
book  pocket.  If  the  fine  is  not  paid  when 
the  book  is  discharged,  the  reader's 
number  and  amount  of  fine  is  penciled 
on  a  small  slip  of  paper  and  dropped 
in  a  small  box  for  the  purpose.  The  next 
morning  the  name  is  looked  up  and  the 
amount  of  fine  is  penciled  on  the  appli- 
cation blank  in  the  file. 


Bird  House  Exhibit 

Wrens  roasted  in  tin  can  bungalows 
or  impaled  on  jagged  edges ;  babies 
drowned  in  undrained  bird-houses  or 
smothered  in  unventilated  ones,  are  some 
of  the  casualties  which  will  be  prevented 
in  Minneapolis  bird-land  this  year;  be- 
cause the  boys  and  girls  who  took  part 
in  the  bird  house  exhibit  of  the  library 
have  been  studying  housing  problems  and 
building  codes  for  birds. 

Saturday,  April  14,  was  designated 
Bird-house  day  by  the  library.  At  10 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  school  children 
bearing  bird  houses  assembled  in  Loring 
Park,  which  is  in  the  heart  of  the  city, 
and  marched  by  schools  to  the  Public 
library,  half  a  mile  away.  The  proces- 
sion was  led  by  the  Working  Boys'  band, 
an  organization  which  is  mostly  made  up 
of  newsboys. 

The  parade  was  picturesque  and  color- 
ful. Tmy  wren  cottages  were  carried  in 
hand,  blue  bird  houses  were  balanced  on 
head,  and  martin  apartments  were  some- 
times borne  tandem  by  two  boys.  There 
were  1,200  children  in  the  parade  and 
several  school  principals  and  teachers. 

As  the  library  does  not  hold  so  many 
children  at  once,  they  were  taken  to  a 
neighboring  church,  where  they  heard 
stories  while  they  waited  to  be  taken  to 
the  library  in  relays.  At  the  library  a 
committee  from  the  Audubon  club  judged 
the  bird  houses  and  selected  the  four 
best  from  each  of  the  following  classes, 
to  be  placed  on  exhibition  in  the  main 
children's  room:  1.  Wren  house;  2. 
Blue  bird  house;  3.  Flicker  house;  4. 
Martin  house ;  5.  Robin  shelter ;  6.  Feed- 
ing station;  7.  Foimtain. 

On  the  fourth  floor  of  the  library,  bird 
talks  with  lantern  slides  were  given  con- 
tinuously, so  that  a  large  number  of  chil- 
dren could  be  accommodated.  The  bird 
houses  showed  such  excellence  of  work- 
manship and  such  knowledge  of  the 
habits  of  birds  that  the  exhibit  was  a 
profitable  one.  The  splendid  co-oper- 
ation of  the  schools  and  different  organ- 
izations contributed  in  no  small  measure 
to  the  success  of  Bird-house  day. 

Ida  May  Ferguson, 
Children's  librarian. 
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What  Are  Special  Collections? 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Chicago  li- 
brary club  Mr  C.  B.  Rodeo  reported  for 
the  Committee  on  Special  collections  in 
Chicago  libraries  and  gave  the  following 
interesting  discussion  of  special  collec- 
tions : 

The  term  "special  collection"  has  been 
rather  loosely  applied  and  seems  to  have 
four  separate  meanings. 

In  its  narrowest  sense  a  special  collec- 
tion is  a  collection  of  books  shelved  and 
cataloged  separately  from  the  rest  of  the 
library.  A  wider  and  more  common  defi- 
nition embraces  "all  collections  bearing 
special  names  having  been  purchased 
from  a  special  funds  or  en  bloc."  Still 
more  comprehensive  is  that  of  collections 
purchased  en  bloc  but  not  kept  t<^ether, 
and,  finally,  a  collection  may  be  consid- 
ered special  if  it  is  of  unusual  importance 
either  in  comparison  with  the  other  sub- 
jects in  the  same  library,  or  with  similar 
collections  elsewhere. 

The  last  definition  is  the  most  inclusive 
and  is  practically  synonymous  with  the 
term  "special  subjects,"  which  some  li- 
braries prefer  to  use  in  describing  their 
particular  resources. 

In  compiling  a  census  of  special  collec- 
tions in  Chicago  libraries,  which  is  the 
task  before  this  committee,  it  will  be  inad- 
visable to  proceed  upon  any  basis  short  of 
this  broad  conception  of  the  term.  To 
gather  together  the  data  regarding  the 
specially  named  or  specialty  shelved  col- 
lections would  be  no  serious  task.  In- 
deed, this  information  is  already  in  print 
in  various  places.  But  this  would  by  no 
means  afford  an  adequate  survey  of  all 
the  special  subjects  in  which  Chicago  li- 
braries are  strong  enough  to  be  of  value. 

It  will  therefore  be  the  task  of  this 
committee  to  collect,  digest,  arrange  and 
carefully  index  all  information  that  can 
possibly  be  secured  regarding  any  and  all 
libraries,  large  and  small,  open  to  the  stu- 
dent; to  include  club  and  society  libra- 
ries so  far  as  they  fall  within  that  cate- 
gory, and  to  render  as  complete  as  pos- 
sible an  answer  to  the  question:  What 
are  the  resources  of  Chicago  libraries 
upon  any  pven  subject? 

Such  an  undertaking  will  require  much 


time  and  care  and  may  well  tax  all  the 
bibliographical  experience  and  skill  of  the 
committee.  But  only  i^mn  these  lines 
will  it  be  worth  doing,  or  worthy  of  the 
Chicago  library  club. 


Books 

The  Booklover  and  His  Books,  By  Harry 
Lyman  Koopman,  Litt  D.  Boston:  The  Bos- 
ton Book  Company.    1917.  x,  185  pp.  8°.    $2. 

^orance  of  the  book  beautiful  and 
nt^lect  of  its  encouragement  and 
exploitation  are  occasionally  charged 
against  librarians  by  some  of  the  more 
bibliolatrous  brethren  when  the  latter  are 
in  the  full  tide  of  an  "atrabilious  mood." 
Such,  charges,  of  course,  have  little  rea! 
foundation  in  fact.  They  are  commonly 
induced  by  a  sporadic  lapse  of  judgment 
or  unintelligent  dogmatism  uttered,  by 
some  unfortunate  who  has  failed  to  at^ 
sorb  the  finer  elements  of  his  environ- 
ment. In  a  charming  series  of  essays  un- 
der the  title  of  "The  booklover  and  his 
books,"  Dr  Koopman  of  Brown  univer- 
sity refutes  by  example  the  unjust  accu- 
sations brought  against  us  and  he  has 
thereby  placed  us  all  heavily  in  his  debt. 
His  24  essays  on  bookish  and  typograph- 
ical themes  are  the  fruits  of  an  intensive 
use  of  the  all  too  rare  leisure  in  the  life 
of  an  active  university  librarian,  and  they 
should  be  an  inspiration  to  his  fellows  of 


thee 


aft. 


Of  varying  length,  Dr  Koopman's 
chapters  deal  with  many  different  phases 
of  the  book  and  the  art  of  the  printer, 
including  design,  physical  make  up,  and 
ornamentation.  Among  other  especially 
attractive  chapters  are  3]0se  on :  "Print 
as  an  interpreter  of  meaning,"  "Favorite 
book  sizes,"  "The  background  of  the 
book,"  "Types  and  eyes,"  "5ooks  as  a 
librarian  would  like  diem,"  "The  value 
of  reading,"  and  "Lest  we  forget  the  few 
great  books."  On  all  these  themes  the 
author  has  wise  and  stimulating  things  to 
say  and  sets  forth  sound  conclusions 
based  on  thoughtful  studies  of  his  ma- 
terial. Nor  is  the  salt  of  humor  lacking 
from  his  pages,  for  the  essay  entitled 
"perversities  of  type"  is  an  antholoE?  of 
merry  instances  of  the  riotous  results  of 
misplaced  or  missing  letters.  The  ideals 
and  purposes  of  all  who  have  to  do  with 
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the  printed  book  are  described  with 
lucidity  and  charm,  and  when  criticism 
ia  made  it  is  constructive  and  thoroughly 
informed.  The  book  should  be  listed  for 
required  reading  in  all  library  schools 
and  every  library  should  have  at  least  one 
copy  reserved  for  staff  reading. 

Typographically  the  volume  is  a  de- 
light and  a  model.  Its  fine  paper,  beauti- 
ful Bodoni  type,  studied  margins,  and 
perfect  octavo  page  are  physical  elements 
giving  it  that  "outward  manifestation  of 
its  indwelling  spirit"  which  Dr  Koopman 
rightly  regards  as  a  canonical  require- 
ment of  the  perfect  book. 

W.  N.  C.  C. 


An  Interesting  New  Periodical 
A  new  publication,  founded  by  the  Car- 
negie endowment  for  international  peace, 
has  been  started  for  the  inter-exchange 
of  ideas  between  the  peoples  of  the  West- 
em  hemisphere.  The  magazine  is  to  be 
called  Inter-America  and  is  to  be  pub- 
lished by  Doubieday,  Page  &  Co.  The 
first  number  is  printed  in  Spanish  and 
is  made  up  of  articles  selected  from  the 
contemporary  periodical  literature  of  the 
United  States  and  translated  into  Spanish 
for  distribution  in  the  countries  where 
Spanish  is  the  language  of  the  people. 
The  next  number  will  contain  articles 
selected  from  the  periodical  literature  of 
the  countries  in  which  Spanish  or  Portu- 
guese is  generally  spoken  and  translated 
mto  English  for  circulation  in  the  United 
States. 

In  view  of  the  increased  interest  in  the 
United  States  concerning  other  Republics 
of  America,  the  Inter-America  will 
doubtless  be  received  with  interest  since 
the  free  interchange  of  ideas  between  the 
continents  has  been  hindered  by  the  di- 
versity of  language. 

The  first  number  contains  the  follow- 


The  higher  patriotism,  John  Grier  Hibben, 
The  North  Amtrican  Reoiew. 

Labor  and  capital— partners,  Jobn  D.  Rock- 
efeller, Jr.,  The  Atlantic  Monthly. 

Is  selection  or  mutation  the  more  important 
agency  in  evolution?  WiUiam  E.  Castle,  The 
Scientific  Monthly. 

What  is  national  spirit?  James  Harvey  Rob- 
inson, The  Century  Magatine. 

The  dtiien,  Jamei  Francis  Dwyer,  CoUitr't 
Weekly. 


A  proposal  for  Pan  American  monetary 
unit,  £.  W.  Kemmerer,  The  Politieal  Science 
Quarterly. 

Lincoln  in  1917,  Herbert  Croly,  The  New 
Republic. 

Religion   and   art,  Vernon   Lee,   The  North 


The  Panama  canal  and  the  business  prob- 
lems connected  with  it,  George  W.  Gocthals, 
The  Economic  World. 


Books  for  Busy  Children 

At  a  health  exhibit  held  in  North  Ad- 
ams, Mass.,  recently  Miss  Lamphier,  a 
teacher  of  handicraft  at  the  North  Ad- 
ams normal  school,  spoke  on  "Healthful 
occupations  in  the  home,"  To  an  audi- 
ence of  about  100  people  she  demon- 
strated the  possibili^  of  keeping  little 
people  busy  and  taking  enjoyment  in  their 
work  and  also  showed  what  might  be 
done  for  child  invalids.  She  asked  the 
public  library  to  co-operate  with  her  in 
compiling  a  list  of  helpful  books  and  to 
loan  the  books  for  the  meeting.  After 
her  talk  she  described  the  books  and  dis- 
tributed the  lists.  The  list  is  given  below 
in  hopes  that  it  may  be  useful  to  some 
other  library.  The  titles  starred  form  a 
graded  collection  suitable  for  children  of 
different  ages, 
Adams  Harper's  indoor  book  for  boyt. 

Toy  making  at  home. 

Boys'  make  at  home  things. 
Girls'  make  at  home  things, 
jolly  book  of  boxcrafl. 


What  shall  we  do  now? 

Something  to  do,  boys. 

Something  to  do,  girls. 

When    mother    lets    us    make 
gifts. 

Handy  boy. 

Home-made  toys  for  boys  and 
girls. 

Home    occupations    for    boys 
and  girls. 

Manual  Training  toys. 

How  to  dress  a  doll. 

Woodwork  for  little  folks. 

When  mother  lets  us  sew. 

When  mother  lets  us  make  pa- 
per box  furniture. 

When    mother    lets    us    make 
toys. 

Occupations  for  little  fingers. 

Boy  collector's  handbook 

Occupations  in  string  work. 
MabLB  TEMPLE, 
Librarian. 


•Johnston 

'Morgan 
Pierce 
Ralston 
Rich 


Sage 

Verrill 

Walker 
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Library   Meetings 

Chicago — The  Chicago  library  club  was 
guest  of  the  library  of  the  People's  Gas 
Company  for  the  last  meeting  of  the  sea- 
son, Oscar  E.  Norman  was  a  most  de- 
lightful host  and  the  meeting  was  one 
of  the  pleasantest  held  during  the  year. 

The  program  was  made  up,  largely,  of 
reports  connected  with  the  closing  of  the 
annual  record.  The  reports,  both  of  the 
secretary  and  treasurer,  showed  the  club 
in  a  prosperous  condition  and  a  review 
of  the  programs  of  the  year,  showed  a 
wide  extension  of  interest.  Dr  Carlton, 
Mr  Roden  and  Dr  Andrews  reported 
progress  in  the  matter  of  a  union  list  of 
special  collections  and  periodical  litera- 
ture in  the  Chicago  libraries. 

A  resolution  was  passed  pledging  the 
club  to  the  collection  and  distribution  of 
literature  for  the  soldiers  in  camp,  in  and 
around  Chicago, 

Mr  Utiey  announced  the  departure  of 
D.  Ashley  Hooker  from  Chicago  and  ex- 
pressed the  good  wishes  for  the  club  for 
Mr  Hooker  in  his  new  duties. 

Miss  Ahem  told  a  story  of  the  library 
career  of  a  timid  young  girl  whom  she 
had  met  at  the  Northwestern  university 
library  many  years  ago,  tracing  her  de- 
velopment through  library  school,  library 
positions,  and  the  final  position  of  director 
of  the  training  class  of  the  Chicago  pub- 
lic library  and  the  president  of  the  Chi- 
cago library  club.  In  view  of  Miss 
Smith's  plan  to  leave  library  work  and  go 
to  California,  Miss  Ahem  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  adopted  by 
a  spontaneous  rising  vote : 

Resolved,  that  the  Chicago  library  club 
hears  with  regret  of  the  contemplated  re- 
moval of  Miss  Faith  E.  Smith  from  its  vi- 
cinity and  that,  as  a  unit,  the  club  extends 
its  sincere  Rood  wishes  for  her  health,  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  wherever  her  future 
lot  be  cast. 

The  following  officers  were  elected; 
President,  John  F.  Lyons,  Virginia  li- 
brary ;  first  vice-president,  Charlotte  H. 
Foyc,  John  Crerar  library;  second  vice- 
president,  Earl  N.  Manchester,  Harper 
library.  University  of  Chicago ;  secretary, 
Janet  M.  Greene,  Chicago  public  library ; 
treasurer,  Fanny  A.  Noyes,  Newberry 
library. 


The  evening  program  closed  by  a  re- 
cital of  stones  for  grown-ups,  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Chicago  public  library  stafT, 

Diatiict  of  Columbia— The  District  of 
Columbia  library  association  held  its 
April  meeting  on  Monday  evening, 
April  9. 

The  evening  was  given  over  to  an  in- 
formal reception  to  the  members  of  the 
library  schools  of  Albany  and  Syracu.se,. 
who  were  making  their  Spring  visit  to 
the  libraries  of  Washington,  "Die  guests 
were  receieved  by  the  president,  Mr  W. 
A,  Slade,  the  secretary.  Miss  Alice  C, 
Alwood,  and  Mr  H.  H.  B.  Meyer,  ex- 
president  of  the  association. 

The  program  of  the  evening  consisted 
of  moving  pictures  showing  some  of  the 
more  interesting  features  of  government 
activities.  Five  reels  were  shown,  Yo- 
semite  Park ;  Testing  of  materials 
and  apparatus  at  the  Bureau  of  stand- 
ards; Shad  culture  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Bureau  of  fisheries ;  Fitting  for- 
est fires,  by  the  Forest  service,  and  Mine 
rescue  work  as  carried  on  by  the  Bureau 
of  mines. 

Between  the  third  and  fourth  reels  in- 
termission was  declared  and  refresh- 
ments served.  It  was  a  very  pleasant  and 
profitable  evening. 

Alice  C.  Atwood, 

Secretary. 

Iowa— The  spring  district  meetings  of 
the  Iowa  library  association  for  1917 
were  held  on  April  24,  25  and  26,  at 
Storm  Lake,  Ames  and  Cedar  Rapids, 
and  on  May  1,  3  and  4  at  Dubuque. 
Fairfield  and  Corning. 

There  were  157  librarians  and  51 
trustees  present  making  a  total  of  20S 
in  attendance,  representing  79  libraries. 
This  is  a  slight  increase  over  1916.  Had 
the  weather  and  roads  been  good;  mak- 
ing automobile  traveling  possible,  the 
attendance  in  every  district  would  have 
been  much  latter. 

The  subjects  considered  this  year 
were  "Publicity  inside  and  outside  the 
library  and  results  achieved,"  "Library 
instruction  in  grade  and  high  schools," 
"The  distribution  of  books  to  schools," 
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and  "New  and  useful  books"  especially 
for  the  small  libraries. 

The  programs  are  always  informal 
partaking'  of  the  character  of  round 
tables  and  all  present  participate  freely 
in  the  discussion  of  all  questions.  New 
work  undertaken  during  the  year  and 
the  problems  and  difficulties  of  indi- 
vidual librarians  also  receive  much  at- 
tention. 

These  meetings  are  especially  helpful 
to  the  small  libraries  whose  libranans 
and  trustees  are  often  unable  to  attend 
the  state  meetings,  and  because  the  pro- 
grams of  those  meetings  necessarily 
deal  with  the  problems  of  the  larger 
libraries. 

Iowa  is  now  divided  into  six  districts, 
three  in  the  east  and  three  in  the  west, 
but  with  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
libraries  an  addition  to  the  number  of 
districts  becomes  necessary  that  a 
meeting  may  be  accessible  every  year 
to  every  library  in  the  state. 

Miss  lone  Armstrong,  president  of 
the  Library  association  and  Miss  Rob- 
inson, secretary  of  the  Library  com- 
mission, were  present  at  all  of  the 
meetings,  but  a  chairman  in  each  dis- 
trict assisted  in  arranging  the  program 
and  presided  at  the  meeting. 

M i»riMlpin—  The  second  annual  meeting 
of  the  Mississippi  library  association  was 
held  in  Columbus,  May  3-4,  in  connection 
with  the  State  teachers'  association. 
There  were  a  goodly  number  of  librarians 
present,  evidence  of  a  growing  interest  in 
the  work.  Through  courtesy  of  the  A. 
L.  A.,  Carl  H.  Milam  of  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  was  present.  He  spoke  delightfully, 
Thursday  evening,  on  Library  service;  a 
look  ahead,  after  which  Miss  Culbertson 
of  I.  J.  &  C,  library,  entertained  the  vis- 
iting librarians  at  an  informal  reception. 

Friday  morning's  session  was  devoted 
to  the  usual  business.  Mrs  Timberlake 
was  unable  to  be  present.  Her  instructive 
paper  on  Chib  women's  part  in  library 
extension  was  read  by  the  secretary.  Mr 
Milam  gave  another  delightful  talk  and 
the  round  table  conducted  by  Miss  Cul- 
bertson was  most  interesting.  Mr  Davis, 
president  of  the  association,  read  the 
proposed  library  law,  which  met  with  the 


hearty  approval  of  all  present  and  he  was 
urged  by  the  association  to  use  everj 
means  to  get  the  law  passed. 

Several  fine  exhibits  added  to  the  in- 
terest. 

The  officers  for  the  coming  year  are : 
President,  Whitman  Davis,  Agricultural 
college;  vice  president,  Mrs  Pearl  Travis, 
Hattiesburg;  secretary.  Miss  Lucy 
Heard,  West  Point ;  treasurer.  Miss  Beu- 
lah  Cuibertso;i,  Columbus. 

Lucy  Heard, 
Secretary. 

New  York — At  the  March  meeting  of 
the  New  York  library  club,  Standardiza- 
tion in  libraries  and  certification  of  assist- 
ants, was  the  subject  under  discussion. 

The  first  speaker  was  R.  R.  Bowker, 
editor  of  Library  Journal.  Mr  Bowker 
said,  that  the  first  difficulty  was  the  num- 
ber of  classes  of  libraries  to  be  consid- 
ered. The  A.  L.  A.  committee  was  trying 
to  formulate  standards  for  different  types 
of  libraries,  but  neither  in  libraries  nor 
in  service  could  standardization  be  car- 
ried to  the  last  degree.  Standardization 
in  New  York  and  Brooklyn  systems  is 
handicapped  by  restrictions  set  by  the 
Board  of  estimate  and  apportionment. 
The  details  in  a  comparison  of  grades 
and  salaries,  showed  a  wide  difference. 
Mr  Bowker  said  certificates  from 
library  schools  were  the  best  guides  to 
chief  librarians  in  the  appointment  of 
assistants,  but  thought  that  the  system 
of  certification  should  be  extended  to 
include  assistants  who  had  not  had 
library  school  training,  but  whose  educa- 
tion and  ability  warrant  recognition. 

Mrs  M.  C.  Thomas  of  the  Bureau  of 
personal  service,  in  speaking  of  stand- 
ardization, pointed  out  that  specifications 
would  have  to  be  drawn  up  indicating 
proper  titles,  qualifications  and  the  exact 
conditions  to  be  met,  before  promotion 
from  one  grade  to  another.  There  should 
be  adequate  training  for  each  position 
and  increases  should  depend  upon  care- 
fully kept  records.  Mrs  Th6mas  pointed 
out  that  the  library  salaries  are  not  in  line 
with  those  in  other  branches  of  the  city 
service. 

A.  S.  Root,  principal  of  the  Library 
school  of  the  New  York  public  library. 
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spoke  of  the  standardization  oi  libraries 
in  Ohio,  where  the  use  of  the  tei:m  in- 
cludes the  establishment  of  standards  for 
admission  to  library  service,  the  estab- 
lishment of  standards  as  to  hours  of  serv- 
ice and  duties  to  be  performed,  length 
of  probationary  period,  promotions  with- 
in the  established  grades  of  library  serv- 
ice, as  to  the  wage  which  shall  be  paid, 
the  age  at  which  active  work  shall  cease 
and,  finally,  standards  as  to  the  provision 
of  a  pension,  when  the  period  of  active 
service  is  over. 

Other  lines  of  standards,  suggested 
from  the  analogies  of  other  vocations, 
refer  to  sanitary  conditions  of  the  li- 
braries' work  rooms,  comforts  and  con- 
veniences, including  rest  rooms,  lunch 
rooms,  emergency  hospitals  and  the  like, 
length  of  time  during  which  work  re- 
quiring a  standing  position  should  be  per- 
mitted, insurance  against  illness  or  acci- 
dent. 

Mr  Root  pointed  out  that  standardiza- 
tion of  salaries  and  certification  are  only 
a  small  part  of  the  whole  general  prob- 
lem of  standardization. 

New  York— The  May  meeting  of  the 
New  York  hbrary  club  was  held  in  the 
auditorium  of  the  New  York  botanical 
garden,  May  10,  1917.  Dr  Hill  presided 
and  there  were  about  250  members  and 
guests  present. 

LcRoy  Jeffers,  librarian,  American  Al- 
pine club,  gave  a  lecture  on  Mountaineer- 
ing in  North  America.  This  was  illus- 
trated by  several  hundred  beautifully  col- 
ored slides.  The  first  shown  were  some 
remarkable  photographs  of  surf  off  the 
Massachusetts  coast,  but  the  larger  num- 
ber were  of  mountains  and  lakes  in  the 
western  part  of  the  continent.  Mr  Jef- 
fers' lecture  was  followed  by  the  business 
meeting  at  which  nine  new  members  were 
elected. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for 
the  ensuing  year :  President,  H.  M.  Ly- 
denberg ;  vice-president,  Harriet  B.  Pres- 
cott;  secretary,  Eleanor  Roper;  treasurer, 
Ralph  M,  Dunbar. 

Member*  of  the  council  to  serve  four 
years:  ii.  H.  Anderson,  Isabella  M. 
Co^'  -,  Theresa  Hitchler,  Jessie  F, 
]  ^me. 


After  refreshments  were  served,  the 
party  was  divided  into  groups  and  es- 
corted through  the  Botanical  gardens  by 
members  of  the  staff  of  the  New  York 
botanical  society. 

Eleanor  H.  Frick, 
Secretary. 

North  Carolina — The  annual  meeting  of 
the  North  Carolina  library  association, 
held  in  Salisbury  April  24-25,  was  marked 
with  its  usual  enthusiasm  and  spirit.  The 
program  was  planned  to  include  the  en- 
tire field  of  library  activities  in  the  state, 
and  many  problems  were  discussed  which 
would  meet  the  most  practical  questions 
of  library  administration. 

The  first  session  convened  at  3  o'clock 
and  was  devoted  to  business.  Miss 
Minnie  W.  Leatherman,  secretary  of  the 
library  commission,  spoke  on  the  prog- 
ress of  the  library  campaign  during  the 
past  year.  Several  new  libraries  have 
been  organized  and  the  prospects  are 
bright  for  a  library  in  every  North  Caro- 
lina town  by  1920.  Following  this  ses- 
sion the  association  was  given  a  delightful 
automobile  ride  over  the  town  and  shown 
many  points  of  interest  by  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

A  welcoming,  address  by  the  mayor  of 
Salisbury  and  a  musical  program  feat- 
ured the  second  session  held  in  the  Com- 
munity building  on  Tuesday  evening. 

Miss  Mary  B.  Palmer,  president  of  the 
association,  responded  to  the  welcoming 
address  of  Mayor  Woodson.  Mrs  T.  S. 
Lucas,  Society  Hill,  S.  C,  who  is  a  most 
delightful  story  teller,  delighted  the  audi- 
ence with  her  stories  and  the  audience 
also  heard  Mr  George  F.  Bowerman  of 
the  Public  library,  Washington,  D.  C 
This  distinguished  speaker  was  heard 
with  large  interest,  not  only  by  the  librar- 
ians who  were  keenly  alive  to  the  topics 
he  discussed  but  by  the  visitors  as  well, 
for  his  subject  "The  library  in  small  and 
medium  sized  towns"  was  one  in  which 
every  one  was  interested.  He  spoke  of 
the  library  from  many  angles,  especially 
from  the  viewpoint  of  the  general  public 
and  the  possibilities  to  the  community. 

Wednesday  morning  was  devoted  to 
round  table  discussions.  A  few  of  the 
topics  discussed  were  "Effect  of  the  Eu- 
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ropean  war  on  college  libraries,"  "News 
from  college  librarians,"  "How  can  the 
college  library  make  itself  felt  in  the 
life  of  the  state,"  "Method  of  stimulating 
student  interest  in  cultural  reading,"  "Li- 
brary legislation  in  North  Carolina  in 
1917,"  "County  traveling  libraries," 
"Boys  and  girls  reading,"  "What  librari- 
ans read." 

At  noon  the  librarians  were  given  a 
delightful  luncheon  by  the  club  women  of 
Salisbury  at  the  Community  building. 

The  feature  of  the  afternoon  session 
was  3  book  survey  which  proved  so  inter- 
esting that  every  one  present  had  a  desire 
to  read  the  book  discussed  if  they  had 
not  already  done  so. 

Following  this  was  the  reports  of  vari- 
ous committees  and  election  of  the  fol- 
lowing officers: 

President,  Mrs  A.  F.  Griggs,  Durham 
public  library;  vice-presidents,  Mrs 
Mary  O.  Linton,  Salisbury  public  library, 
and  Miss  Cornelia  Shaw,  Davidson  col- 
lege ;  secretary.  Miss  Carrie  L.  Broughton, 
State  library,  Raleigh;  treasurer,  Miss 
Eva  Malone,  Trinity  coll^^,  Durham. 
Carrie  L.  Broughton, 
Secretary. 


N.  E.  A.  Program 
Librarian!'  round-table 

The  meeting  will  be  held  in  Portland, 
Ore.,  in  the  week  of  July  7-14. 

Chairmao,  Miss  Louise  Smith,  libra- 
rian. Lincoln  high  school,  Seattle. 

The  program  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
experienced  workers  and  librarians  of 
all  kinds  are  asked  to  contribute  to  the 
discussions.  The  program  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  librarian  in  the  high  school — her 
status,  qualifications,  salary,  and  defined  du- 
ties. J.  A.  Churchill,  State  superintendent  of 
schools.  Salent,  Oregon. 

Care  of  clippings,  pamphlets,  etc.  Ella 
J.  Catighey,  librarian,  Broadway  high  school, 
Seattle.  Wash. 

Discussion : 

Student  committees  in  the  high  school  li- 
brary. Marion  Lovis,  librarian,  Stadium 
high  school.  Tacoma.  Wash. 


Question  box.     Harret  A.  Wood,  school 
librarian,  Portland.  Oregon. 

Mary  C.  Richardson. 


A.  L.  A.  Program 

The  program  for  the  entertainment  of 
the  library  visitors  to  Louisville,  arranged 
by  the  local  committee,  includes  the  fol- 
lowing : 

At  the  opening  session,  Thursday,  June 
21,  at  8  p.  m.,  there  will  be  short  ad- 
dresses of  welcome  by  Gov.  A.  O.  Stan- 
ley of  Kentucky,  and  Mayor  John  H. 
Buschcmeyer  of  Louisville.  Gen.  Ben- 
nett H.  Young,  chairman. 

These  will  be  followed  by  an  informal 
reception  given  at  the  Seelbach  audi- 
torium. 

On  Friday  afternoon,  a  tea  will  be 
served  by  the  Louisville  Woman's  club. 
Mrs  H.  W.  Blanc,  chairman. 

On  Sunday  morning  at  11  o'clock  at 
the  First  Christian  church,  the  Rev  Ed- 
ward L.  Powel,  D.  D.,  will  deliver  a  ser- 
mon, subject,  Education  and  morals. 

At  4  p.  m.  Sunday,  at  Macauley's  the- 
atre, with  the  Rev.  Charles  R.  Hemphill, 
D.  D.,  chairman,  a  sacred  concert  will  be 
given  by  the  Louisville  male  chorus  and 
soloists. 

On  Monday  afternoon,  June  25,  an  au- 
tomobile ride  around  the  city  and  through 
the  beautiful  parks  will  be  given. 

On  June  26,  at  Macauley's  theatre,  the 
visitors  will  have  the  privil^e  of  hearing 
local  authors  and  musicians.  The  fol- 
lowing have  consented  to  appear  on  the 
program : 

Henry  Watterson,  Cale  Young  Rice,  O. 
L.  Reid,  Annie  Fellows  Johnston,  Ellen 
Churchill  Semple,  Eleanor  Mercein 
Kelly,  Alice  Hegan  Rice,  Reuben  P.  Hal- 
leck,  George  Lee  Burton,  Credo  Harris, 
Frances  C.  Macauley,  Abbie  Carter 
Goodloe,  George  Madden  Martin,  Otto 
A.  Rothert  and  others. 

An  informal  reception  will  follow. 

The  Louisville  Artists  league  will  have 
an  exhibit  in  the  Art  room  of  the  main 
building  during  the  week. 

The  speakers  to  be  heard  at  the  general 
sessions,  in  addition  to  those  already 
named,  include  the  following : 

Dr  Shailer  Mathews,  University  of  Illinois, 
June  21— Address. 

C.  R.  Dooley,  education  director.  Westing- 
house  Electric  Co.,  Pittsburgh — Training  men 
during  business  hours. 
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Dr   W.    T.    Swingle,    U.    S.   department   of 

agriculture — Chinese  books  and  libraries. 

Joseph  F.  Daniels,  Riverside,  Cal.— The 
county  free  library  service  as  operated  at 
Riverside. 

P.  L.  Winsor,  commitee  report — Standardi- 
zation of  libraries  and  certification  of  libra- 

The  departmental  sessions  will  hold 
their  stated  meetings  with  programs  pre- 
pared to  suit  the  occasion.  Some  of  the 
noted  speakers  to  appear  in  these  sessions 
are  the  following: 

Dr  H.  E.  Horton,  the  American  Steel  and 
Wire  Company,  Chicago — Agricultural    re- 
Mrs  Louise  M.  Dunn,  supervisor  of  clubs, 
Cleveland — Reading  of  the  adolescent  ^irl. 

Dr  E.  C.  Richardson,  librarian,  Princeton 
university— The  return  of  co-operative  index- 


Among  the  speakers  in  the  affiliated 
associations  are  the  following : 

Prof  W,  D.  Howe,  department  of  &iglish, 
Indiana  university — Library  activities  in  the 
educational  program  of  the  state. 

John  A.  Lowe,  Massachusetts- -The  relation 
of  the  library  commissions  to  the  large  li- 
braries of  the  state. 

Hon  William  M.  Bullitt.  Louisville— Govern- 

The  library  school  dinners  will  be  held 
on  Saturday  evening,  June  23. 

The  regular  traveling  parlie!^  will  be 
conducted  by  the  regional  directors,  as 
usual. 

A  small  group  willing  to  spend  a 
little  longer  time  on  the  journey  will 
go  over  the  scenic  route,  the 
Monon.  Anyone  choosing  to  do  so  is 
welcome  to  join  the  party.  The  cost 
of  tickets  will  be  the  same  as  the  other. 


The  H.  R.  Huntting  Co.  has  produced 
an  expansive  binder  in  which  to  file  maga- 
zines from  month  to  month,  until  ready 
for  binding.  It  can  be  used,  also,  for 
music  pamphlets  and  newspapers  of  all 
kinds  or  for  sending  out  loan  collections 
of  pictures.  The  portfolio  is  so  arranged 
expansively  that  it  will  securely  hold  one 
magazine,  or  half  a  dozen.  The  backs  of 
the  binder  slide  one  on  the  other,  being 
tied  with  tapes  to  regulate  the  size  of  the 
binder. 


Libraries  and  Advertising 

An  interesting  meeting  was  that  held 
by  the  Advertising  association  of  Chicago 
and  librarians  throughout  the  Middle 
west,  at  the  Hotel  La  Salle,  Friday,  May 
25. 

Ihe  need  for  library  advertisir.t;-  and 
publicity,  was  presented  by  Secretary 
George  B.  Utley  of  the  A.  L.  A,  and 
What  the  American  library  association 
has  already  accomplished,  was  presented 
by  W.  H.  Kerr,  librarian  of  the  Kansas 
normal  school  and  chairman  of  the  A.  L. 
A,  publicity  committee.  Charles  E.  Rush, 
librarian  of  the  Public  library  of  De? 
Moines,  gave  a  very  direct  talk  on  whal 
had  been  done  to  arouse  interest  in  thai 
library  within  the  last  year,  which  wa-- 
full  of  good  suggestions.  Purd  B.  Wright 
f)f  Kansas  City  told  the  story  of  arous- 
ing interest  in  his  library  and  showed 
some  very  beautiful  as  well  as  suggest- 
ive posters  prepared  for  htm  by  local 
artists  who  appreciated  what  the  library 
had  done  for  them. 

The  views  of  the  advertising  men  had 
decidedly  more  vim  in  their  presentation, 
though  the  statements  concerning  library 
service  were  not  nearly  so  accurate  nor 
the  comprehension  of  the  subject  so  evi- 
dent, but  there  was  no  mistaking  the  fact 
that  they  talked  in  a  more  impressive 
fashion  than  did  the  library  speakers. 

"Some  suggestions  from  an  itinerant 
patron,"  by  John  B.  Ratto,  Chautauquan 
tourist,  told  of  various  failures  and  suc- 
cesses of  library  service  as  he  viewed 
them  going  about  the  country.  F.  W. 
Ralston  of  the  Rankin  Advertising 
Agency  of  Chicago,  said  the  people  did 
not  use  the  library  because  they  did  not 
imderstand  it.  He  advocated  giving  the 
information  to  the  public  by  paid  adver- 
tisements concerning  library  service. 

Arnold  Joems  in  his  "An  analysis  of 
advertising  appeals"  showed  how  so 
young  a  man  came  to  be  president  of  a 
successful  advertising  company.  It  was 
decidedly  the  best  thing  of  the  meeting. 
He  said  all  the  appeals  made  by  adver- 
tising men  to  sell  articles  could  be  used  to 
interest  persons  in  the  public  libraries. 

Direct  advertising,  by  Homer  Buckley, 
president  of  Buckley,  Dement  and  Com- 
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pany,  Chicago,  said  that  if  the  public  li- 
brary had  something  it  wished  to  dispose 
oi,  there  was  no  reason  why  it  shoultf  not 
use  business  methods  to  advertise  it  di- 
rect to  its  patrons. 

Miss  Mary  Eileen  Ahem,  being  called 
on,  said  that  there  was  evident  need  for 
the  spread  of  information  by  some 
means,  judging  by  the  misapprehension 
of  even  these  splendid  business  men.  The 
chairman  of  the  meeting  was  under  the 
impression  that  most  libraries  in  towns  of 
10,000  or  15,000,  closed  at  7:30  in  the 
evening  and  many  of  them  were  open 
only  two  days  a  week ;  that  the  manners 
and  manner  of  the  librarians  were  not ' 
inviting.  Miss  Ahem  urged  that  all 
combine  to  bring  a  fuller  realization 
to  both  the  public  and  library  workers, 
that  the  purpose  of  the  library  is  the 
accumulation  and  distribution  of  in- 
formation, education  and  inspiration; 
that  if  it  does  not  do  this,  it  is  an  instru- 
ment of  misappropriation  of  funds  and 
has  absolutely  no  excuse  for  existing. 
She  then  called  attention  to  the  oppor- 
tunity afforded  the  library  of  doing  its 
part  in  this  dreaded  period  of  the  war. 

At  the  evening  session,  Henry  E.  Leg- 
ler,  librarian  of  the  public  library  of  Chi- 
c^o,  presented  Advertising  problems  of 
a  large  city  library.  He  thought  this 
problem  hinged,  at  some  angles,  on  the 
condition  brought  about  by  a  large  poly- 
glot population.  By  stereopticon  views 
he  showed  the  living  conditions  in  many 
parts  of  Chicago  which  worked,  in  a  way, 
against  library  service. 

Too  often  the  library  is  renrded  as  a 
show  place  for  visitors  rather  than  as  a  dy- 
namic force  affecting  every  interest  of  the 
community  and  capable  of  fosterinK  the  busi- 
ness interests  as  well  as  the  cultural  ele- 
ments of  the  people,  said  Mr.  Legler. 

In  69  cities  of  more  than  100.000  popu- 
lation, more  than  9,000,000  people  fail 
to  make  use  of  the  lihrary  because  the  re- 
sources of  the  institution  are  insufficient  or 
because  the  library  fails  to  make  these  re- 
sources known  to  the  public  or  possible 
users  thereof. 

The  advertising  methods  of  the  St. 
Paul  public  library  throu^  the  Commer- 
cial associations  and  advertising  clubs  and 
other  public  organizations,  as  well  as  li- 
brary publications  were  presented  by  W, 


D.  Johnston,  librarian  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  St.  Paul. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  from 
librarians  in  the  middle  west.  Mr  H.  L. 
Dougherty  from  Newton,  Mass.,  per- 
haps farthest  away,  was  present  also.  It 
was  a  most  enjoyable  and  profitable  meet- 
ing for  all  concerned. 

A  large  number  of  business  men 
were  present. 


niinaia  Notes 

Sarah  R.  Line  of  S)racuse  University 
library  school  has  been  appointed  libra- 
rian of  the  Public  library,  Fairbury,  Illi- 
nois. 

The  Centralia  public  library  was  one  of 
the  first  libraries  to  be  established  after 
the  library  law  went  into  effect  in  Illi- 
nois. The  library  now  contains  over 
7000  V.  and  the  boiard  has  decided  to  re- 
organize. Miss  Marie  Hammond  has 
been  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the 
work. 

The  new  Carnegie  library  at  Sheldon, 
Illinois,  was  dedicated  April  11.  The  oc- 
casion was  also  the  opening  of  the  new 
township  library. 

The  Savanna  Township  library  has 
now  two  branch  library  stations,  one  in 
one  of  the  suburbs  and  the  other  in  a 
new  school  building. 


Wby  Books  Should  Be  Read 

We  should  read  books  because : 

First,  they  develop  concentration  and 
continuity  of  thought,  which  is  impossible 
to  acquire  in  reading  any  other  literature. 

Second,  complete  and  exhaustive  treat- 
ment of  any  subject  can  only  be  found 
in  books.  A  book  is  written  when  the 
author  feels  that  he  has  mastered  his 
subject. 

Third,  authors  put  their  best  and  most 
seasoned  work  in  books  because  of  their 
permanent  character. — W.  C.  Everett,  in 
the  Rotarian  for  May. 


The  Post  Office  department  long  ago 
declared  that  chain  letters  are  in  direct 
violation  of  the  U.  S.  postal  laws  and 
those  who  eng^e  in  such  practice  are 
liable  to  arrest  and  imprisonment. 
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Interesting  Things  in  Print 

The  Carnegie  library  of  Pittsburg  has 
issued  a  third  supplement  to  their  Debate 
index,  Jan.  1916-March  1917. 

The  April  Bulletin  of  the  Russelt  Sage 
foundation  library,  has  a  selected  list  of 
books  on  social  subjects  published  in 
1916. 

An  attractive  list  on  Shade  trees  and 
gardening  has  been  prepared  and  pub- 
lished by  the  Public  library,  Detroit, 
Mich. 

The  Public  library  of  Buffalo.  N.  Y., 
has  issued  some  timely  lists  on  House, 
home  and  garden  and  Just  vegetables  and 
how  to  grow  them. 

The  New  York  public  library  has  is- 
sued a  list  of  Current  periodicals  and 
newspapers,  compiled  by  LeRoy  Jeffers. 
This  is  on  file  at  the  branches  of  the  New 
York  public  libraries. 

A  most  appealing  two  page  leaflet,  un- 
der the  title  of  The  public  library  and 
patriotism,  has  been  prepared  by  the  Pub- 
lic library  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  a  copy  is 
placed  in  each  book  issued  to  the  public. 

A  list  of  Books  for  the  blind  has  been 
issued  by  the  Public  library  of  Birming- 
ham, Ala.  Most  of  the  books  are  m 
American  Braille,  but  some  are  available 
in  Line  and  Moon  types  and  in  New  York 
point. 

The  Oregon  state  library  has  issued  a 
second  "List  of  books  for  school  libraries 
of  the  state  of  Oregon."  This  is  a  new 
edition  of  Part  2,  Books  for  high  schools, 
being  supplementary  to  Part  1,  Books  for 
elementary  schools. 

The  Alpha  Kappa  Psi  handbook,  a 
manual  for  Nu  chapter,  has  been  pre- 
pared by  Ralph  L.  Power,  librarian  of  the 
College  of  business  administration,  Bos- 
ton. About  100  copies  have  been  reserved 
for  free  distribution  upon  request  for  the 
volume. 

The  April  number  of  the  Branch  Li- 
brary News,  New  York  public  library, 
has  six  pages  devoted  to  a  list  of  books 
on  the  New  York  of  the  novelists.  The 
fine  illustrations  which  adorn  the  News 


add  pure  joy  to  the  usefulness  of  the 
publication. 

A  Gateway  to  good  reading — a  list  for 
children,  is  the  title  of  a  little  pamphlet 
compiled  by  Janet  Jerome  of  the  Public 
library  of  Denver,  Colo.  The  list  has 
been  prepared  as  a  guide  for  parents, 
teachers  and  friends  in  selecting  books 
for  the  young  folks. 

Marcus  Skarstedt,  librarian  of  the  Au- 
gustana  college  and  theological  seminary, 
Rock  Island,  Illinois,  has  issued  a  biblif^- 
raphy  of  the  cataloged  books  in  that  u- 
hrary.  The  volume  records  by  sii^le 
main  entry  19,290  books  and  includes  all 
volumes  that  are  entered  in  the  card  cat- 
alog of  the  library. 

An  address  read  before  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  N.  E.  A.  department  of 
superintendents,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Feb- 
ruary 26  to  March  3,  under  the  title  of 
Books  as  tools,  by  Zora  I.  Shields,  librar- 
ian of  the  Central  high  school  library, 
Omaha,  has  been  issued  as  a  booklet  by 
the  Omaha  public  library. 

A  handbook  of  the  Russell  Sage  foun- 
dation libraiT  has  been  preparrf  by  F. 
W.  Jenkins,  librarian.  It  presents  a  his- 
tory of  the  library,  scheme  of  organiza- 
tion, scope  of  collection,  building  and 
equipment,  methods  and  results,  and  also 
tells  of  other  collections  in  New  York 
city  which  are  of  interest  to  social 
workers. 

The  Public  library  of  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  ha«  issued  its  annual  bulletin.  No. 
11,  which  contains  the  title  of  books  cat- 
aloged for  the  main  library  collection  as 
published  in  vol.  12  of  the  monthly  Bul~  \ 
Utin^  being  the  additions  from  December,  | 
1915,  to  December,  J916.  An  author  in- 
dex is  given.  Books  added  to  the  branch 
libraries  are  not  included. 

"Where  shall  I  serve?  Army — Navy 
—Red  Cross?"  is  the  title  of  a  little 
leaflet  gotten  out  by  the  Public  library  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  It  contains  a  list  se- 
lected from  many  others,  on  the  subjects 
of  Military  art  and  science,  Naval  art  and 
science  and  Red  Cross  and  first  aid. 
The  names  of  two  magazines  dealing  with 
these  subjects,  are  listed,  also. 
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The  Public  library  of  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  has  issued  a  little  leaflet  under  the 
title  of  War  gardens.  It  contains  a  list 
of  the  months  in  which  certain  vegetables 
should  be  planted,  books  for  a  vegetable 
gardener,  agricultural  books  and  names 
of  gardening  magazines  and  U.  S.  agri- 
cultural publications.  This  list  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  school  children  of  Jackson- 
ville and  is  being  mailed  to  various  peo- 
ple of  the  city. 

The  story  of  the  founding  of  Gary, 
Ind.,  has  been  written  by  Louis  J.  Bailey, 
librarian,  as  a  history  department  bulle- 
tin, to  be  used  in  the  Gary  public  schools. 
Many  students  of  history,  geography,  in- 
dustry and  education,  outside  the  limits 
of  Gary,  have  asked  for  an  authorized 
account  of  the  city's  reason  for  being 
and  the  early  years  of  its  construction. 
It  is  expected  that  the  Bulletin  will  sup- 
ply the  needed  information. 

A  guide  to  reading  for  young  people 
under  the  title  of  the  World  of  books, 
has  been  compiled  by  Max  J.  Herzberg, 
head  of  the  English  department  of  the 
Central  C.  &  M.  T.  high  school, 
Newark,  N,  J.  It  is  the  second  edition 
of  a  list  issued  in  1913,  for  the  assist- 
ance and  use  of  the  teachers  in  the  high 
school.  It  is  arranged  alphaticatly  in 
classes  to  agree  with  the  work  of  the 
eight  terms  of  the  high  school.  Price, 
15c. 

The  Public  library  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  has  prepared  a  little  slip  to  put 
in  books  as  they  go  into  circulation.  Re- 
port of  the  results  showed  a  flood  of  good 
material.  The  slip  was  as  follows: 
Give  the  soldien  something  to  read 

The  library  is  receiving  donations  of 
reading  matter  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
boys  of  the  District  militia.  Will  you  not 
held  by  bringing  us  books  and  magazines 
which  you  are  willing  to  give  to  relieve 
the  tedium  of  camp  lite?    Or  let  us  send. 

The  Chicago  branch  of  the  Woman's 
peace  party  has  issued  a  pamphlet  en- 
titled Su^estions  for  work  in  war  time, 
which  deals  with  conservation  of  food 
and  increase  of  food  supplies,  child  wel- 
fare, Rxd  Cross  relief  work,  defense  of 
labor    standards,    protection    of    immi- 


grants, prevention  of  compulsory  mili- 
tary service  and  military  training  in  the 
schools  as  a  permanent  policy,  raising  the 
age  of  soldiers,  better  pay  for  soldiers, 
defense  of  constitutional  rights,  war  fi- 
nance and  democratic  control  of  war 
policies. 

John  B,  Kaiser,  Hprarian  of  the  Ta- 
coma  puplic  library,  is  editor  of  a  pam- 
phlet entitled  "The  mountain,"  recently 
issued  by  the  "Justice  to  the  Moimtain 
Committee"  of  Tacoma,  1917.  The  pam- 
phlet is  a  brief  which  was  submitted  to 
the  United  States  Geographic  Board  at 
a  hearing  May  2,  1917,  "urging  the  offi- 
cial removal  from  America's  most 
sublime  mountain  of  the  name  Rainier 
and  the  perpetuation  by  official  adoption 
of  the  original  name  therefor,  in  its  most 
appropriate,  euphonious  and  generally 
accepted  form,  Tacoma," 

The  H.  W.  Wilson  Company  has  pub- 
lished a  third  edition  of  the  Children's 
catalog,  this  one  containing  3,500  titles. 
The  volume  corresponds  with  the  earlier 
editions  except  that  a  larger  number  of 
books  are  included.  The  compilation, 
which  was  made  by  Miss  Corinne  Bacon, 
was  based  on  54  selected  library  lists  and 
bulletins  and  is  arranged  under  analytical 
titles  and  subject.  With  anaMical  entries 
for  700  volume  titles,  with  63  sources  of 
help,  there  will  be  no  excuse  for  any 
library  to  buy  anything  but  the  best  liter- 
ature for  their  children's  room.  The 
price  of  the  Guide  to  3,500  titles,  is  $6. 

The  Public  library  of  Qeveland,  usual- 
ly makes  an  annual  cumulation  of  the 
monthly  issues  of  the  Open  Shelf.  This 
year  they  have  substituted  a  number  of 
slips,  folders  and  leaflets,  each  one  con- 
taining a  limited  selection  from  the  best 
books  in  some  one'  class  added  to  the  li- 
brary during  the  year.  The  editor  states 
that  "intrinsic  worth,  plus  interest  and 
actual  popularity  among  our  readers,  de- 
termined our  selection."  There  were  19 
different  lists  annotated  with  titles  rang- 
ing from  7  to  50.  Especially  good  ones 
were  Modem  verse  with  quotations, 
Books  about  books.  Books  about  the  war. 
Modem  plays  and  Schools  of  today  and 
tomorrow. 
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Ginn  &  Company,  publishers,  have  un- 
dertaken to  supply  catalog  cards  for  the 
books  entered  on  their  lists  for  library 
use.  These  catalog  cards  are  constructed 
according  to  L,  C.  rules,  for  reading  and 
reference  purposes  and  will  be  furnished 
to  cover  subject  classification  and  authors 
up  to  four  cards.  Any  number  of  cards 
above  four  may  be  purchased  for  one- 
half  cent  each. 

While  the  plan  is,  strictly  speaking,  ad- 
vertising, the  cards  can  but  be  of  genuine 
servicability  to  librarians. 

Margaret  L.  Bateman,  in  charge  of  the 
work,  will  appreciate  suggestions  and 
samples  will  he  sent  on  application. 

American  fiction,  past  and  present — a 
guide  for  students  and  general  readers, 
has  been  compiled  by  Paul  Sidwelt  and 
Harry  Houston  Peckham,  instructors  in 
Enghsh  at  the  Purdue  university,  LaFay- 
ette,  Indiana.  The  list  attempts  to  name 
and  characterize  all  important  novelists 
and  short  story  writers  from  the  begin- 
ning of  American  prose  fiction  to  the 
present  time.  It  includes  the  names  of 
122  authors  and  titles  of  679  works,  and 
is  divided  into  three  parts :  The  beginning 
to  \S70,  18TO  to  1900  and  1900  to  present 
time.  Explanatory  notes  follow  each 
author.  Only  the  principal  works  of 
each  author  are  listed.  A  special  price  of 
20c  is  made  for  this  booklet,  to  librarians 
and  schools  ordering  in  quantities. 

A  recent  number  in  the  Study 
Outline  Series,  American  art,  issued 
by  the  H.  W.  Wilson  Company,  has 
been  prepared  by  Anna  L.  Guthrie. 
"This  outline  concerns  itsel  f  with 
artists  rather  than  schools  of  art, 
taking  up  those  whose  work  is  best 
known  according  to  a  consensus  of  opin- 
ion found  in  books  and  periodicals."  The 
artists  are  grouped  under  periods  and, 
somewhat,  under  the  character  of  the 
work,  as  follows:  Painting  in  the  col- 
onies ;  Revolutionary  period ;  Early  land- 
scape school ;  Figure  and  portrait  paint- 
ing; Landscape  painting;  Mural  paint- 
ing; American  sculpture.  Whistler,  La- 
Farge,  Sargent,  Saint-Gaudens,  each  has 
a  chapter  devoted  to  references  on  his 
work. 


A  quarterly  list  of  New  technical  and 
industrial  books,  chosen  and  annotated 
for  general  libraries  by  Donald  Hendry, 
in  charge  of  the  Applied  Science  refer- 
ence department,  Pratt  institute,  Boston, 
is  published  by  the  H.  W.  Wilson  C'-m- 
pany.  Its  aim  is  to  serve  as  a  buying  list 
for  general  libraries  and  it  is  sold  in 
quantities  with  library  imprint  for  distri- 
bution as  a  reading  list  for  library  users. 
In  view  of  the  difhculties  which  libraries, 
which  do  not  specialize  in  technical  liter- 
ature, have  in  selecting  technical  books, 
the  quarterly  lists  ought  to  meet  with 
great  favor. 

The  technical  department  of  the  Pratt 
institute,  under  Mr.  Hendry's  knowledp; 
and  experience  is  a  competent  guide  m 
the  matter  of  selecting,  and  the  libraries 
which  need  this  sort  of  literature,  will  be 
repaid  by  availing  themselves  of  the  offer 
of  the  quarterly  list. 

A  list  of  Outdoor  books  has  been  pub- 
lished by  the  A.  C.  McClurg  Co.,  including 
Wayside  flowers  of  summer,  Keeler ;  The 
joyous  art  of  gardening,  Duncan ;  Studies 
in  gardening,  Clutton-Brock ;  The  origin 
and  evolution  of  fife,  Osbom;  Our  early 
wild  flowers,  Keeler ;  Our  garden  flowers, 
Keeler;  Our  native  trees,  Keeler;  Our 
Northern  shrubs  and  how  to  identify 
them,  Keeler,  and  others. 


The  following  quotation  from  the  re- 
port of  the  librarian  of  the  Public  library, 
Binghamton,  N.  Y,,  rings  true  on  the 
mission  of  the  library : 

The  measure  of  the  value  of  a  public 
library  is  not  in  the  number  of  books  on  it& 
shelves  nor  even  in  the  volume  of  its  cir- 
culation. The  test  is.  what  is  the  library's 
contribution  to  the  life  and  progress,  to  the 
thinking  and  doing,  to  the  work  and  the 
play  of  the  community.  The  library  should 
be  not  an  annex  to,  but  one  of  the  vital 
forces  in  civic  life.  It  is  an  essential  part 
of  our  educational  system  but  its  pariah  is 
far  wider  than  that  of  the  public  schools. 
It  includes  the  home,  the  factory,  the  office, 
the  church,  youth  and  age,  public  officials, 
scholar  and  inventor.  Nothing  which  con- 
cerns humanity  is  alien  to  the  library. 

Gentlemen :  In  your  solicitousness  for 
democracy  in  Europe  don't  forget  dem- 
ocracy in  America.^i/w*flm  Johnson,  U. 
S.  senator  from  California. 
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Camesie  libnry  of  Atlanta 

Miss  Charlotte  Templeton,  secretary 
of  the  Nebraska  public  library  commis- 
sion, gave  two  lectures  to  the  school  on 
April  12  and  13  on  Libraries  in  state  in- 
stitutions and  Commission  work.  The 
students,  library  staff  and  local  librarians 
met  Miss  Templeton  at  tea  in  the  class 
room  on  the  afternoon  of  April  12. 

Miss  Josephine  Rathbone,  vice-director 
of  the  Pratt  institute  school  of  librarj' 
science,  visited  the  school  on  April  30 
and  May  1,  giving  two  lectures,  one  on 
Fiction  and  another  on  the  Librarian's 
care  of  herself. 

William  H.  Brett,  librarian  of  the 
Cleveland  public  library,  lectured  to  the 
school  on  May  9  and  10.  Mr.  Brett  gave 
one  lecture  on  library  legislation  and  two 
lectures  on  the  work  of  the  Qeveland  li- 
brary, illustrated  with  slides  showing  the 
work  of  the  main  library  and  its  branches. 

Helm  Brewer,  '13.  has  been  elected  as- 
sislaut  librarian  of  the  Savannah  public  li- 
brary. 

Margaret  Jemison,  '13,  has  been  appointed 
librarian  of  the  new  Carnegie  library  being 
built  in  Anniston,  Alabama. 

TouHiE  Dora  Barker, 
Director. 
CaroeBie  libiaiy  achool,  Pittabursh 

Miss  Corinne  Bacon  of  the  H.  W.  Wil- 
son Company  lectured,  April  23  on  Biog- 
raphy and  John  Masefield. 

April  26,  Miss  Alice  S,  Tyler,  director 
of  the  Western  Reserve  library  school, 
spoke  on  The  standardization  of  library 
service. 

A  course  of  lectures  on  biography  was 
given,  April  27- May  1,  by  Elisabeth 
Kjiapp,  chief  of  the  children's  depart- 
ment, Detroit  public  library. 

Frederick  W.  Jenkins,  librarian  of  the 
Russell  Sage  foundation  library,  lectured 
May  3-4  on  The  library  and  delinquency 
and  The  library  and  recreation. 

Illustration :  shall  it  record  fact  or  stir 
ima^nation,  was  the  general  subject  of 
three  lectures  given  by  Troy  Kinney  of 
New  York  City,  May  14  and  15. 

Miss  Josephine  Rathbone,  vice-director 
of  Pratt  institute  library  school,  spoke 
May  14  on  The  achievement  of  health. 


Florence  R.  Broderick,  '15-17,  has  resigned 
her  position  as  assistant  In  the  children's  de- 

Eartment  of  the  Carnegie  library  of  Pitts- 
tirgh  to  become  assistant  in  the  reference 
department  of  the  Public  library,  Denver, 
Colo, 

Elizabeth  H.  Dexter,  special  student, 
'12-13,  formerly  children's  librarian  in  the 
New  Vork  public  library,  has  been  appointed 
children's  librarian  of  the  East  Liberty 
branch    of   the    Carnegie    library    of    Pitti- 

Avis  F.  Meigs.  '15-16.  has  been  made  as- 
sistant in  the  Carnegie  library  school. 

Sara  Sheerin,  '1(K11,  was  married  May  4 
in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  to  Lawrence  Durbo- 
row.  At  home  cards  announce  Beach  Lawn, 
Culver,  Ind.,  after  July  1. 

The  Camepe  library  school  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  will  offer  a  one  year's  course 
in  school  library  work,  beginning  Sep- 
tember 27,  1917.  The  object  of  the 
course  is  to  train  for  librarianship  in 
elementary,  high  and  normal  school  li- 
braries, and  upon  a  satisfactory  comple- 
tion of  the  course,  certificates  will  be 
issued. 

Applicants  to  the  school  must  be  grad- 
uates of  imiversities  or  colleges  of  recog- 
nized high  standard  whose  references  are 
satisfactory,  or  must  hold  certificates 
from  accredited  library  schools.  These 
two  classes  of  applicants  will  be  admitted 
to  the  school  without  examination.  The 
third  class  of  applicants  must  have  edu- 
cational qualifications  entitling  them  to 
take  the  entrance  examinations  of  the 
school  in  literature,  history,  general  infor- 
mation and  two  languages,  one  of  which 
must  be  modem. 

For  further  particulars,  address  The 
Principal.  Carnegie  Library  School, 
Pitt-iiburgh,  Pa. 

Los  Angeles  public  library 

The  regular  weekly  practice  work  was 
suspended  in  April  so  that  students  could 
devote  their  entire  time  to  the  heavy 
work  incident  to  the  open  courses  and  the 
closing  months  of  school.  Final  exam- 
inations occupied  the  last  week  in  May. 
and  on  June  4,  will  b«^n  the  month  of 
practice  work  which  concludes  the  school 
year. 

There  were  18  librarians  and  assistants 
from  libraries  near  I..OS  Angeles,  and  20 
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brary  staff,  who  attended  one  or  more  of 
the  open  courses  given  in  April  and  May. 

One  of  the  most  enjoyable  features  of 
the  Spring  work  was  the  course  of  10  lec- 
tures on  story-telling  and  children's  liter- 
ature given  by  Mrs  Thorn e-Thomsen. 
Other  special  lecturers  in  April  and  May 
were: 

Albert  Shiels,  superintenilent  of  the  Loa 
Angeles  public  schools,  Qualifications  of  the 
hieh  school  librarian. 

Mrs  Marriette  G.  Mackey,  dean  of  wom- 
en. University  of  Southern  California,  The 
interrelation  of  types  of  literature. 

Althea  Warren,  librarian  of  the  San  Diego 

Biblic   library,    Reorganization   of    the   San 
iego  library. 

Zaidee  Brown,  librarian  of  the  Long 
Beach  public  library.  The  right  book  for 
each  reader. 

The  preparation  of  an  exhibit  of  li- 
brary methods  and  devices  which  will  be 
displayed  during  the  meeting  of  the  Cali- 
fornia library  association  at  Hollywood 
in  June  has  beea  an  interesting  special 
activity  of  April  and  May.  One  student 
committee  has  been  working  on  the  col- 
lection and  care  of  inexpensive  pamphlet 
material ;  another,  on  publicity  methods ; 
and  a  third,  on  library  economy  publica- 
tions. Mimeographed  reading  lists  pre- 
pared for  distribution  will  accompany 
each  exhibit. 

New  York  public  library 

With  the  appointment  of  a  permanent 
principal,  Ernest  J.  Rcece,  and  with  the 
renewal  of  the  grant  from  the  Cam^e 
Corporation,  the  future  of  the  school  is 
assured  and  both  faculty  and  students 
are  looking  forward  with  anticipation  to 
the  coming  school  year. 

Examinations  for  admission  to  the 
school  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  June  9, 
in  the  New  York  public  library.  These 
examinations  will  be  taken  in  some  35 
other  places  under  the  directicm  of  local 
libraries. 

Special  lectures  been  the  following: 

Junior  lectures: 

Twentieth  century  librarian  ship.  Miss 
Lutie  E.  Stearns. 

Six  lectures  on  library  buildings,  William 
R.  Eastman. 

Creatinff  interest  in  public  libraries,  Miss 
Alice  S.  Tyler. 

Library  legislation,  William  R.  Eastman. 

Libraries  and  Americanization,  John  Fos- 
ter Carr. 


Two  lectures  on  publishers,  Miss  Mar- 
garet Jackson. 

Early  A.  L.  A.  recollections,  Miss  Caroline 
M.  Hewins. 

The  pioneers  of  the  American  library  as- 
sociation, R.  R.  Bowker. 

Senior  lectures: 

The  organi7ation  of  a  librarian's  office, 
Robert  R.  Finster. 

Two  lectures  on  library  finances.  Miss 
Beatrice  Winser. 

Reference  books  in  philosophy  and  relig- 
ion, C.  H.  A.  Bjerregaard. 

Two  lectures  on  commission  work,  Miss 
Alice  S.  Tyler. 

Reference  books  in  the  field  of  documents. 
Miss  Adelaide  R.  Hasse. 

Office  appliances  and  equipment,  H.  J. 
G  rum  pelt. 

How  to  make  a  library  successful.  Miss 
Sarah  B.  Askew. 

Helps  in  the  study  of  rare  books.  George 
Watson  Cole. 

Problems  of  a  theological  library.  Miss 
Julia  Pettee. 

The  adjustment  of  library  school  ideals  to 
conditions  found  in  long  established  libra- 
ries, Miss  Corinne  Bacon. 

Reference  books  in  the  field  of  applied 
science,  Miss  Eleanor  H.  Frick. 

Problems  of  a  business  library.  Miss 
Marian  R.  Glenn. 

How  to  continue  library  school  training 
after  graduation,  J.  I.  Wyer,  jr. 

Reference  books  in  the  fine  arts.  Miss 
Susan  A.  Hutchinson. 

The  librarian's  obligation  to  her  profes- 
sion. Miss  June  Richardson  Donnelly. 

The  spring  visits  to  local  libraries  are 
now  being  made  by  the  members  of  the 
junior  class.  Libraries  thus  far  visited 
are  those  of  Columbia  university,  Dra- 
matic museum.  School  of  journalism. 
Union  Theological  seminary,  the  Chil- 
dren's museum  of  Brooklyn,  Brooklyn 
institute,  the  Russell  Sage  Foundation, 
Mimicipal  reference,  Mercantile  and  So- 
ciety libraries. 

On  April  26,  the  junior  class  visited  the 
Baker  and  Taylor  Company  and  was 
shovm  through  their  entire  stock,  after 
which  they  listened  to  a  talk  by  Mr 
Parker  on  The  best  way  in  which  to  order 
books.  After  the  lecture  tea  was  served 
to  the  class  at  the  Aldine  club,  through 
the  courtesy  of  Miss  Kelso. 

On  May  5,  through  the  courtesy  of 
The  H.  W.  Wilson  Company  of  White 
Plains,  the  juniors  were  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  inspect  the  plant  of  that  biblio- 
graphical printing  house.  Talks  were 
given  by  the  Misses  Elliott,  Bacon,  Jade- 
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son  and  Van  Valkenburgli,  and  by  Mr 
Wilson.  Afterwards  Mr  Wilson  enter- 
tained the  class  at  luncheon  at  the  White 
Plains  dub. 

The  seniors,  through  the  courtesy  of 
Miss  Belle  da  Costa  Greene,  the  librarian, 
spent  a  delightful  afternoon  in  the  Mor- 
gan library  on  May  2,  seeing  its  treasures 
of  manuscripts  and  early  printed  books. 

Teas  have  been  held  in  honor  of  Ernest 
J,  Reecc,  the  new  principal,  William  R. 
Fastman,  Miss  Caroline  M.  Hewins  and 
Miss  June  Richardson  Donnelly. 

On  April  12,  the  "at  home"  of  the 
Alumni  association  was  held  at  the 
school ;  the  monthly  meeting  for  May  was 
held  at  the  residence  of  Miss  SutlifF. 

Jessie  F.  Bramerd,  '13,  has  been  appointed 
to  a  position  in  the  reference  department  of 
the  Newark  free  public  library. 

Azalea  Clizbee,  'IS,  has  been  engaged  to 
catalog  the  valuable  private  library  of  W. 
L.  Clements  of  Bay  City,  Mich.  She  will 
begin  her  work  on  October  1. 

Elizabeth  L.  Baldwin,  '13,  haa  been  ap- 
pointed to  a  position  in  connection  with  the 
National  League  for  Women's  Service, 

Edith  J.  R.  Hawley,  '15,  has  gone  to 
France  in  the  service  of  the  American  relief 
association. 

Mary  Ethel  Clarke,  '16,  was  married  at 
Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  April  10,  1917,  to  Franklin 
Wayne  Osburn,  lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  navy. 

Charlotte  Ayres,  'llS,  was  married  at  East 
Orange,  New  Jersey.  April  28,  1917,  to  Ar- 
thur Yonle  Meeker. 

Irene  E.  Smith,  '15.  has  been  appointed  to 
a  position  in  the  Public  library.  Seattle, 
Washington. 

Miss  Greta  Ltnder.  '16.  is  at  work  for  the 
Swedish  library  commission,  cataloging  for 
the  last  part  of  the  State  catalog  and  its 
first  annual  supplement.  She  also  examines 
applications  for  state  aid.  makes  out  hsts  of 
books  for  foreign  use  and  finds  time  to  give 
a  few  talks  on  American  libraries  and  life  in 
America. 

Victor  Tomudd,  '15,  and  Allan  Wal- 
Icnius,  '16,  have  both  been  in  prison  for 
the  cause  of  Finnish  liberty.  Mr  Wal- 
lenius  during  five  weeks  in  January  and 
February,  and  Mr  Tomudd  from  No- 
vember until  the  Russian  revolution. 
"Mr  Tomudd's  release  was  as  dra- 
matic as  it  could  be.  It  was  originally 
said  that  he  should  become  free  on  the 
first  of  March.  He  was,  however,  kept 
beyond  that  time  without  knowing  why. 
later,  he  was  informed  that  the  Governor 


General  of  Finland  had  decided  that  he 
should  be  kept  in  prison  until  the  end  of 
the  war  and  not  in  a  Finnish  prison  but 
in  Russia  or  in  Siberia.  On  March  15, 
he  was  sent  from  Abo  on  his  way  to 
Petrograd,  but  he  never  got  any  further 
than  to  Viborg,  the  last  city  in  Finland 
before  the  Russian  frontier.  There,  the 
sixteenth,  he  met  the  revolution  in  "the 
shape  of  Russian  soldiers,  who  during 
the  night  opened  the  prison." 

AzARiAH  S.  Root, 
Principal. 
New  York  State  Ubrary  school 

The  classes  of  1917  and  1918  have 
given  the  school  a  lai^e  rug  to  be  used 
in  Room  310  where  most  of  the  social 
functions  of  the  school  are  held. 

Three  lectures  have  recently  been  given 
in  the  course  on  administration.  Wil- 
liam H.  Brett  gave  an  illustrated  lecture 
on  The  Qeveland  public  library,  on  April 
18.  A.  L.  Bailey  spoke  April  30,  on  Re- 
lations of  trustees,  staff  and  public  in  the 
medium-sized  library.  Mr  Bailey's  lec- 
ture was  supplemented  by  a  talk  on  May 
4  by  Drew  B.  Hall  who  spoke  on  Inter- 
nal administration  of  medium-sized  li- 
braries and  some  records  best  adaptM 
to  special  purposes. 

Miss  Carrie  E.  Scott,  of  the  Indiana 
library  commission  visited  the  school  on 
April  23  and  spoke  very  interestingly  on 
commission  work  in  Indiana. 

Commencement  exercies  will  be  held 
June  15.  Dr  H.  L.  Koopman,  librarian 
of  Brown  university  will  deliver  the  prin- 
cipal address.  A  list  of  the  titles  of  the 
graduation  bibliographies  follows : 

Ellen  F.  Adams,  Colonial  New  England 


_       -- -   -    . —     the 

United  States  and  England  since  1690. 

Edna  H.  France.  Social  problems  in  ftc- 
tion    published    since    1900. 

James  Hodgson.  The  flags,  seals  and 
mottoes  of  the  United  States  and  New  York 
State. 

Marion  L.  Horton.  Out  of  door  bo^ka 
for  high  school  pupils. 

Hilda  M.  Lancelield.  List  of  the  Lane  pa- 
pers in  the  Oregon  historical  society  library. 

Cornelia  S.  Love.     Anthony  Troflope. 

Ruth  Wilcox.  Nuremberg:  Annotated 
reading  list. 
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Mary  P.  Wiggin  and  Harold  G.  Russetl 
will  present  community  studies  in  lieu  of 
bibliographies. 

The  faculty  is  considering  a  consid- 
erable extension  of  the  instruction  given 
m  the  organization  of  business  material. 
Any  former  student,  or  others,  interested 
in  business  libraries  or  business  branches 
will  do  the  school  a  service  by  sending 
any  constructive  suggestions  to  the  vice- 
director. 

■  For  the  third  season,  the  school  libra- 
ries division  of  the  State  education  de- 
partment and  the  New  York  State  library 
school  will  cooperate  in  a  library  insti- 
tute for  high  school  teachers  to  be  held 
July  9-20,  It  will  practically  be  confined 
to  an  elementary  series  of  discussions  on 
reference  work,  with  collateral  lectures 
by  specialists  from  the  department  and  is 
planned  solely  with  a  view  to  state  condi- 
tions. 

The  summer  session  will  begin  May  31. 
The  registrations  indicate  a  fair  attend- 
ance, considering  the  abnormal  social  and 
financial  conditions  prevalent  at  present. 

Ethel  I.  Berry,  *11-12,  has  resigned  the 
librarianship  .of  the  Franklin  Avenue  branch 
of  the  Minneapolis  public  library. 

Roscoe  L.  Dunn,  'lS-16,  who  went  to  the 
Boston  museum  of  fine  arts  last  September 
as  assistant,  has  been  made  acting  librarian. 

The  following  students  have  arranged  for 
temporary  work  during  the  summer  months: 
Charles  M.  Baker,  reference-catalog  depart- 
ment. New  York  public  library;  N.  Mignon 
Fisher,  cataloger,  Clark  universitv  library 
and  Elisabeth  Weeks,  circulation  depart- 
ment, New  York  public  library. 

Frank  K.  Walter. 
Pratt  uutitnte 
Pratt  In.ftitute  as  a  whole  has  been 
keenly  alive  to  the  possibilities  of  patri- 
otic service.  The  library  school  was  very 
glad  to  be  called  upon  for  practical  help, 
and  under  Miss  Gooch'  direction  vol- 
unteers have  spent  a  number  of  hours 
putting  the  rapidly  growing  file  of  mem- 
bership cards  into  alphabetical  order. 
The  students  have  also  volunteered  to 
give  their  Saturdays  for  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  military  census  that  is  to  be 
taken  in  New  York. 

In  the  third  term  Friday  afternoon  is 
visiting  day,  and  the  class  have  been  mak- 
ing good  use  of  the  time  in  various  insti- 
tutions in  Brooklyn  and  New  York.    On 


Saturday,  April  28,  the  class  went  by  in- 
vitation to  visit  the  establishment  of  the 
H.  W.  Wilson  Company  at  White  Plains. 
After  the  work  of  the  different  depart- 
ments was  explained  by  those  in  charge, 
Mr  Wilson  entertained  the  class  at  lunch- 
eon at  the  White  Plains  club. 

The  students  have  enjoyed  their  usual 
course  of  five  lectures  on  Library  build- 
ings from  William  R.  Eastman  of  Al- 
bany. Miss  L.  E.  Steams  talked  to  the 
class  on  April  3  about  library  work,  past 
and  present ;  Miss  S.  Eugenia  Wallace, 
librarian  of  the  Guaranty  Trust  Company 
of  New  York,  lectured  on  April  24  on 
Libraries  in  business  houses,  and  on  May 
8,  John  Foster  Carr,  director  of  the  Im- 
migrant publication  society  of  New  York, 
spoke  on  The  library  and  the  immigrant. 

Edna  A.  Bupp,  '06,  who  has  been  for  some 
years  past  cataloger  at  the  Long  Island  his- 
torical  society   library,   has   been   appointed 
of  the  North  Dakota  historical  so- 


li brary   of   Girard   college   to  accept  a  posi- 
tion in  the  Public  library  of  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Evelyn  Brooke,  '16,  who  since  graduation 
has  been  cataloging  at  Yale  university  li- 
brary, has  accepted  a  position  in  the  catalog 
department  of  the  Hispanic 
York. 

Esther   Giblin,   '16.  has   gone   ; 
to  the  Long  Island  historical  society  hbrary. 

Louise  D.  Coulter-King,  '16,  has  resigned 
from  the  Osterhout  free  library  at  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Pa.,  to  become  librarian  of  the  Hart- 
ford county  medical  society  at  Hartford, 
Conn, 

Beulah  G.  Murray,  '16,  until  recently  in  the 
reference  department  of  the  Carnegie  library 
at  Pittsburgh,  has  accepted  a  position  in 
the  Normal  school  library  at  her  home  in 
Oshkosh.  Wis, 

Josephine  Adams  Rathbone. 

Vice-Director. 
Triining  class,  Portland,  Ore. 

The  chief  event  of  the  spring  term  has 
been  a  series  of  lectures  given  by  Mrs 
Gudrun  Thorne-Thomsen  on  Storytelling 
and  literature  for  children. 

Portions  of  the  course  were  open  (for 
a  fee)  to  any  one  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject, and  many  teachers  and  parents  of 
this  city  availed  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity. Librarians  from  several  other  cit- 
ies also  attended  for  a  week  or  longer. 
In  addition  to  the  general  lectures  on  the 
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principles  which  should  govern  the  selec- 
tion of  literature  for  children,  there  was 
a  short  course  of  practice  work  in  actual 
story-telling  by  members  of  the  teachers' 
class,  to  groups  of  children  from  the  sev- 
eral grades  of  the  public  schools  followed 
by  discussion  and  criticism  of  the  stories 
told. 

Other  lectures  not  by  the  regular  staff 
were: 

Principles  of  public  speaking.  Miss  Nina 
Greatbouse 

Development  of  State  library  work  and 
especially  the  work  of  the  State  library  of 
Oregon,  Misa  Cornelia  Marvin 


Newspapers  and  their  policies,  Dr  C  H. 
Chapman  of  staff  of  Oregon  Journal. 

Work  of  the  Forest  Service  library,  Mrs 
Miller,  Forest  Service  librarian,  Portland. 
Ethel  R.  Sawyer, 

Director. 
Univcnity  of  Wuhincton 

Gertrude  E.  Andrus,  superintendent  of 
the  children's  department  of  the  Seattle 
public  library,  is  giving  her  annual  course 
of  lectures  on  Library  work  with  chil- 
dren. 

A  lecture  on  Library  publicity  was 
given  April  18,  by  Charles  H.  Compton, 
reference  librarian  of  the  Seattle  public 
library,  and  a  member  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
publicity  committee. 

Elizabeth  Topping,  librarian  of  the  Ev- 
erett public  libraiT,  gave  a  lecture,  April 
25  on  "The  problems  of  the  small  li- 
brary." 

A  series  of  lectures  is  given  during  the 
last  semester  of  each  year  by  the  leading 
members  of  the  staffs  of  the  Seattle,  Ta- 
coma,  and  other  nearby  public  libraries. 
These  lectures  are  concentrated  in  the 
last  semester  on  the  theory  that  the  stu- 
dents will  comprehend  their  significance 
much  more  fully  after  having  had  the 
general  theoretical  view  of  the  entire  field 
of  library  activity. 

Helen  Carson,  '14,  is  in  the  University 
branch  library,  Seattle. 

Helen  Pinkerlon,  '13,  is  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  Tacoma  public  library. 

Lillian  Collins,  '14,  is  in  the  reference  de- 
partment of  the  Seattle  public  library. 

Gezina  Thomas,  '16,  is  assistant  in  the 
Children's     room     of     the     Ballard    branch 


Ruth  Davis,  '16,  formerly  of  the  Tacoma 
public  library,  is  now  in  the  branch  depart- 
ment of  the  Seattle  public  library. 

Beatrice  Mercer,  '16,  ts  assistant  circula- 
tion librarian  at  the  University  of  Waahing- 

Marjorie  Zinkie,   '14,  is  in  the  circulation 
department  of  the  Seattle  public  library. 
W.  E.  Henry. 
Western  Reterve  tmivenitjr 

The  course  in  Government  documents 
was  given  by  Mr  Vitz  after  the  Easter 
vacation. 

The  Book  selection  course  has  included 
lectures  by  Mrs  Harron  on  foreign  trans- 
lations discussing  drama,  tictitm  and  gen- 
eral literature,  one  lecture  on  poetry  by 
Professor  B.  P.  BourJand,  of  Adelbert 
college  and  one  lecture  on  New  poetry  by 
Miss  Bessie  Sargeant- Smith. 

Miss  Annie  S.  Cutter,  supervisor  of 
Grade  schoo!  libraries,  Geveland,  spoke 
to  the  class  on  April  20  on  her  work.  A 
visit  to  the  Qeveland  normal  school  li- 
brary and  that  of  Oakland  grade'  school 
followed. 

Miss  Bessie  H.  Shepard,  reference  li- 
brarian at  the  Oeveland  public  library, 
talked  to  the  class  on  May  2,  concerning 
the  work  of  a  reference  department. 

The  Public  library  and  commimity  wel- 
fare course  was  concluded.  May  2,  in  a 
very  inspiring  manner  by  addresses  on 
phases  of  social  service  and  library  work 
by  Mr  F.  W.  Jenkins,  librarian  of  the 
Russell  Sage  Foundation,  New  York, 

The  director  spent  the  Easter  vacatitHi 
in  the  East,  and  spoke  before  the  library 
school  of  the  New  York  public  library  on 
April  11.  While  she  was  in  New  York 
a  number  of  the  former  students  of  the 
Western  Reserve  library  school  enter- 
tained her  at  luncheon. 

Among  the  welcome  visitors  at  the 
school  recently  have  been  Mrs  Johnson 
Brigham,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa ;  Miss 
Lucy  Keeler,  of  Fremont,  Ohio;  and  Mr 
E.  I.  Antrim,  of  Van  Wert,  Ohio, 

On  May  10,  a  special  Commencement 
exercise  was  held  at  Western  Reserve 
university  for  the  Adelbert  collie 
seniors,  two-thirds  of  whom  had  volun- 
teered for  service  ■  in  the  war.  At  the 
same  time  a  certificate  from  the  library 
school  was  granted  to  William  McCttlKn 
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McKee,  class  of  1917,  who  left  at  once 
for  his  home  in  Pittsburgh  to  assume  his 
place  in  a  hospital  unit. 

Ernest  J.  Recce,  '05,  has  been  appointed 
principal  of  the  library  school  of  the  New 
York  public  library. 

Mrs  Amy  S.  Hobart  has  resiened  her  po- 
sition as  hbrarian  of  the  Woodland  branch 
library  of  Cleveland  to  accept  that  of  direc- 
tor of  the  Girls'  bureau  of  Cleveland. 

TKcodosia  £.  Hamilton,  '07,  has  resigned 
her  position  as  assistant  catalog'er  at  the 
Des  Moines  public  library  and  is  at  present 
at  Cove,  Arkansas. 

Clara  L.  Schafer,  '14,  has  been  appointed 
children's  librarian,  at  the  East  Seventy- 
ninth  Street  branch  library,  Cleveland. 

Helen  L.  Shearer,  '16,  resigned  her  posi- 
tion as  branch  assistant  in  the  Detroit  public 
library  to  accept  a  position  in  the  Reueben 
McMillan  library  at  Youngstown,  Ohio. 
Alice  s.  Tyler, 
Director. 
University  of  Wisconnn 

During  the  spring  quarter  the  foUow- 
ihg  special  lectures  have  been  given  in 
addition  to  those  already  reported: 

April  19.  Some  English  poets  of  to- 
day, Dr  Lewis  Chase,  of  the  department 
of  English. 

April  23.  Library  commission  work, 
Henry  N.  Sanborn,  secretary  of  the  In- 
diana library  commission. 

April  26.  Quilts  and  their  story,  Mrs, 
Marie  Webster,  author  of  Quilts,  their 
story  and  how  to  make  them.  Mrs.  Web- 
ster ■was  in  Madison  visiting  an  exhibit 
of  quilts  inspired  by  her  own  book. 
,  May  4.  -  Administration  of  a  high 
school  branch,  Ruth  C,  Rice,  '14,  hbrarian 
of  the  Madison  high  school  branch. 

May  21.  The  administration  of  a  uni- 
versity library,  P.  L.  Windsor,  director 
of  the  Illinois  library  school. 

The  customary  May  day  festival  was 
pleasantly  observed  on  the  Saturday 
morning  preceding  the  calendar  date, 
April  ^.  Miss  Mary  Eileen  Ahem,  ed- 
itor of  Public  Libraries  was  the  speaker 
of  the  day,  giving  a  forceful  address  on 
■What  things  are  Caesar's.  An  informal 
reception  for  Miss  Ahem  and  other 
guests  of  the  school  followed.  The  class 
gift  was  presented  during  the  morning, 
two  cases  of  Fulper  pottery,  for  both  use 
and  decoration  in  the  school  rooms.  In 
shades  of  irridescent  green,  they  add  a 


much  needed  note  of  color  to  the  rooms, 
which  are  in  shades  of  brown.  Poster- 
bulletins,  the  work  of  the  students,  were 
displayed  on  the  walls  of  the  gallery  and 
were  unusually  successful,  if  the  inter- 
ested comment  they  provoked  can  be 
taken  as  a  test.  In  the  exhibition  cases 
the  finest  collection  of  book  plates  owned 
in  Madison  was  displayed,  loaned  by  its 
collector,  John  T.  Lee. 

The  students  were  invited  to  share  two 
illustrated  lectures  with  the  students  in 
journalism  on  paper  making  by  Otto 
Kress  of  the  U.  S.  forest  products  lab- 
oratory, and  to  see  a  demonstration  of 
paper  making  at  the  laboratory. 

Announcement  was  made  to  the  class 
in  May  of  the  honorariimis  offered 
through  the  generosity  of  R.  R,  Bowker 
for  general  excellence  in  subject  bibliog- 
raphy and  in  book  selection,  announce- 
ment of  these  to  be  made  at  commence- 
ment. 

Many  of  the  students  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  hearing 
lecturers  of  note  who  have  addressed  the 
university  within  the  month.  Important 
among  these  have  been : 
Prof  John  Dewey  of  Teachers'  college  on 

Democracy  and  education. 
M.  W.  Elhworth,  former  president  of  the 

Century  Co,  on  Literature  and  the  pub- 
lisher. 
Capt.  Ian  Hay  Beith  of  the  British  army 

on  the  Humorous  side  of  trench  life.  i 

The  special  problem  of  the  spring  term       I 
for  every  student  is  the  compilation  of  a 
subject  bibliography,  and  this  year's  class       ' 
is  no  exception  to  the  rule  of  diligent  and 
careful  work. 

The  school  catalog  for  1916-18  was 
published  in  May.  ' 

Guests  of  the  school  on  May  day  in- 
cluded the  following  librarians:  Miss 
Faith  E.  Smith,  principal  of  the  Chicago 
public  library  training  class,  Miss  Kate 
Chase,  librarian  of  Fuller  Park  branch, 
Chicago,  Miss  Maud  McPherson,  Miss 
Callie  Wieder,  '14,  librarian  and  "Miss 
Dorothy  Rogers,  assistant  of  the  Fond 
du  Lac  library  staff,  Miss  Lucille  Men- 
key,  librarian,  Hudson  public  library. 

Appointments  for  the  class  of  1917 
number  26  to  date  (May  15),  with  four 
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temporary  appointments  for  summer 
work.    They  are  as  follows : 

Marjorie  F.  Carlton,  branch  assistant,  Pnb- 
lic  library,  Evansville,  Ind. 

Laura  S.  Caton,  children's  librarian,  Pub- 
lic library,  Sheboynn,  Wis. 

Charlotte  H,  Clark,  member,  Training 
class  for  children's  librarians,  Public  library, 
Cleveland. 

Esther  M.  Fredrickson,  actin^f  head  cata- 
loger.  Public  library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Margaret  Gilpin,  head  of  loan  department, 
Public  library,  Hibbing,  Uinn. 

Mildred  F.  Goodnow,  head  of  extension 
department,  Public  library,  Springfield,  111. 

Kmma  O,  Hance,  chief  of  order  depart- 
ment. Public  library  of  District  of  Columbia, 
Washington. 

Gladys  M.  Hook,  librarian,  Public  library. 
So.  Milwaukee. 

Grace  E.  Howard,  first  assistant.  Public 
librarj^,  Pottsville,  Pa. 

Jessie  P.  Jenks,  assistant  cataloger,  Iowa 
State  teachers'  college.  Cedar  Falls. 

Harriet  L.  Kidder,  index  and  filing  clerk. 
State  Council  of  defense,  Madison. 

Hazel  D.  Laing.  assistant  in  charge  of 
extension    work,    Public    library,    Hibbing, 

Mary  B.  Lee,  chief  of  circulation  depart- 
ment. Public  library,  Dubuque,  Iowa. 

Kathinka  I.  von  der  Lippe,  member,  Train- 
ing class  for  children's  librarians,  Public  li- 
brary, Cleveland. 

Alice  Lyons,  member,  Training  class  for 
children's  librarians,  Public  library,  Cleve- 
land. 

Esther  Melnikow,  general  assistant.  Public 
library,  Milwaukee. 

Sue  Osmotherly,  assistant.  Public  library, 
Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

Marriet  T.  Root,  first  asistant.  Wylie  Ave- 
nue branch,  Pittsburgh. 

Madeline  M,  Scanlan,  senior  asistant. 
Public  library,  San  Diego,  Cal. 

Blanche  B.  Shelp,  librarian,  Myron  Scud- 
der  school,  New  York  City. 

Ruth  A.  Sorenson.  children's  librarian. 
Public  library,  Eau  Claire. 

Helen  S.  Stevenson,  branch  librarian.  Pub- 
lic library  Evansville,  Ind. 

Esther  M.  Swain,  assistant  cataloger,  Bur- 
ton library.  Detroit. 

Vivian  P.  Swerig,  branch  assistant.  Public 
library,  Evansville.  Ind. 

Ruth  H.  Tobey,  member.  Training  class 
for  children's  librarians,  Public  library, 
Cleveland. 

Sonia  Wennerblad,  member.  Training 
class  lor  children's  librarians.  Public  library, 
Cleveland. 

The  temporary  positions  filled  are: 

Hazel  E.  Armstrong,  assistant  librarian 
for  summer  quarter,  Indiana  state  normal 
school,  Terre  Haute. 

Jessie  P.  Jenks,  reference  librarian  for 
summer  session.  State  normal  school,  Peru, 
Neb. 


Emilie  Uueser,  assistant  for  summer  ses- 
sion, Wisconsin  library  school,  Madison. 

Emily  M.  Richie,  substitute,  Public  library, 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  --    - 

May  Westgate,  '13,  has  received  an  ap- 
pointment under  civil  service  as  assist- 
tant  in  the  library  of  the  U.  S.  Bureair 
of  education,  Washington.  She  has  been! 
in  the  bibliography  division  of  the  New-- 
berry  library  since  graduation  from 
school. 

Frances  A.  Hannum,  'IS,  is  organising 
the  business  library  of  John  W.  Thome 
&  Co.,  New  York  City,  a  firm  engaged  in 
exporting  and  importing.  She  resigned 
her  position  May  15  in  the  Free  public 
library,  Newark,  N.  J.,  to  accept  the  H- 
brarianship  of  the  business  library. 

The  annual  meeting  and  reimion  din- . 
ner  of  the  Alumni  association  will  be  held 
at  Louisville,  June  23. 

Mary  Emogeke  Hazeltine, 
Preceptor. 
Simmons  college 

The  climax  of  the  visits  of  the  year 
came  in  the  annual  visits  to  Providence 
and  Worcester  on  April  28  and  May  5. 
Those  days  give  the  Simmons  students 
more  idea  of  the  traditional  "library 
trips"  than  their  usual  afternoon  visits  to  - 
a  single  place.  In  Providence  we  were 
indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  the  State  li- 
brary, the  Public  library.  Providence  ath- 
enaeum, John  Hay,  John  Carter  Brown, 
and  Annmary  Brown  libraries. 

In  Worcester,  the  Public  library, 
Worcester  County  law  library,  the  Ameri- 
can antiquarian  society,  and  Qark  nni-  ■ 
versity  library  were  equally  hospitable. 

Oti  May  7,  an  hour  was  spent  at  the 
Boston  Book  Company,  our  near  neigh- 
bor. 

The  special  lecturer  for  this  year  was 
Mr  Martel  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
who  gave  six  lectures  on  the  Library  of 
Congress  classification,  April  16-18. 

In  the  High  school  libraries  course 
Miss  Bigelow,  librarian  of  the  Newton- 
ville  technical  high  school  library,  and 
Miss  Frances  Bickford,  of  the  new 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  high  school,  spoke  of 
their  libraries,  and  two  members  of  the 
class.  Miss  Campbell,  librarian  of  the 
Chaffey  high  school,  Ontario,  Cal.,  and 
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Miss  Greer,  librarian  of  the  Central  high 
school  in  Minneapolis,  gave  especially  in- 
teresting glimpses  of  libraries  in  other 
parts  of  the  country  than  New  England. 

Miss  Jordan  talked  of  the  co-operation 
of  school  and  library  in  its  various  appli- 
cations to  the  high  school  library  problem. 

Mr  Bolton  gave  two  lectures  on  early 
American  library  history  on  May  8  and 
10,  and  Dr  Mark  spoke  to  the  Book  se- 
lection classes  on  the  Choice  of  books  on 
chemistry. 

Durii^  the  year  the  faculty  of  the  col- 
lege has  been  engaged  in  a  consideration 
and  revision  of  its  curriculum,  and  has 
decided  finally  to  adopt  as  a  standard  for 
the  four  year  program,  a  year  containing 
five  year-courses,  each  meeting  three 
times  a  week. 

One  extra  course  is  required  in  either, 
the  senior  or  Junior  year,  which  brings 
the  requirements  for  graduation  to  21 
year-courses. 

Heretofore  the  library  school  students 
have  had  a  very  rigid  academic  require- 
ment with  only  one  elective  and  no  op- 
tions, but  in  the  new  plan,  one  elective 
will  be  possible  in  each  of  the  last  three 
years ;  and  in  the  sophomore  year  it  will 
be  possible  to  elect  chemistry,  and  in  the 
junior  year  biolo^  if  desired.  Hereto- 
fore the  only  special  development  possible 
has  been  in  the  lines  of  language,  and 
though  that  will  still  probably  remain  the 
main -traveled  road,  it  is  felt  that  a 
chance  to  diversify  the  academic  prep- 
aration of  the  library  group  will  not 
merely  be  a  cultural  advantage  to  those 
whose  tastes  are  scientific,  but  will  make 
it  possible  for  the  graduates  to  enter  a 
much  wider  range  of  positions. 

Many  of  the  students  at  Simmons  elect 
Spanish,  and  a  new  course  is  to  be  offered 
on  South  America,  which  will  give  some 
light  on  the  history,  economic  conditions, 
and  literature  of  "those  other  Americans" 
which  would  be  particularly  useful  to 
those  with  a  knowledge  of  Spanish. 

With  these  changes  in  the  academic 
department,  modifications  have  also  been 
made  in  the  technical  work. 

With  the  exception  of  one  course  in 
reference  and  classification,  which  is  to 
be  given  the  second  year,  the  technical 


work  will  now  be  gathered  in  the  last  two 
years. 

When  the  full  plan  is  in  operation  the 
technical  work  of  the  r^ular  four  year 
students  and  of  the  one  year  graduate 
students  will  be  identical,  thou^  the 
classes  will  be  separate  except  in  one  or 
two  courses.  ■ 

Owing  to  Mr  Belden's  new  responsi- 
bilities at  the  Boston  public  library,  he 
will  be  unable  to  give  all  of  the  document 
course  hereafter,  though  we  hope  still  to 
have  his  assistance  for  part  of  it.  After 
his  return  from  Japan  next  month  that 
course  will  be  rearranged. 


brary,  Boston. 

Mabel  Williams,  "09,  has  received  an  ap- 
pointment as  assistant  to  Miss  Moore,  su- 
pervisor of  children's  work  in  the  New  York 
public  library. 

Louise  Delano,  '15,  is  assistant  iti  compil- 
ing a  bibliosraphv  on  physiological  chem- 
istry under  Mr  Shaw  of  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  technology. 

Lucy  Bell.  '14,  is  an  assistant  in  the  refer- 
ence cataloging  division  of  the  New  York 
public   library. 

Clara  Penney,  '12,  Is  also  an  assistant  in 
the  reference  cataloging  department  of  the 
New  York  public  library. 

Abbie  Glover,  '17,  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant in  the  Somerville  public  library. 

Edna  Woodburjr,  '16-17,  has  been  ap- 
pointed children's  librarian  in  the  Somerville 
public  library, 

Margaret  Ormond,  '17.  has  accepted  the 
Qosition  as  assistant  in  the  Swarthmore  col- 
lege library. 

Marie  Smalley,  IS.  has  received  an  ap- 
pointment as  assistant  in  the  Plymoutn. 
Massachusetts,  public  library. 

Ernestine  Packard,  Helen  Goster,  '17,  have 
received  appointments  as  assistants  in  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  library. 

Ina  Hawes,  '17,  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant in  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Entomology 

Dorothy  Black,  '17,  has  accepted  a  position 
as  assistant  in  the  Ferguson  library,  Stam- 
ford, Conn. 

Margaret  Greer,  '16-17,  has  accepted  a  re- 
appointment to  the  Central  high  school  li- 
brary, Minneapolis. 

On  May  12  Miss  Donnelly  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  the  guest  at  luncheon  of 
11  of  the  Simmons  girls  now  on  the  staff 
of  the  New  York  public  library. 

Juke  Richardson  Donnelly, 

Director. 
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SyracuK  ttniTenity 

The  annual  Easter  trip  of  the  senior 
class  to  Washington  and  New  York  ex- 
tended from  April  6  to  April  17.  The 
party,  which  was  under  the  guidance  of 
Miss  Thome,  included  sixteen  members 
of  the  senior  class. 

In  Washington,  the  party  visited  the 
Congres.sional  library,  the  library  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  Documents 
office  and  the  library  of  the  Department 
of  agriculture.  Ample  time  was  also 
allowed  for  trips  to  Mt.  Vernon.  Arling- 
ton, and  other  points  of  historical  interest 
in  and  near  the  city. 

In  New  York,  the  class  visited  the 
main  building  of  the  New  York  public 
library  and  also  two  branches,  the  Colum- 
bia University  library,  two  branches  of 
the  Brooklyn  public  library,  and  spent  a 
half  day  in  the  free  public  library  at 
Newark,  N.  J. 

Good  weather,  good  health  and  good 
leadership  made  the  trip  a  pleasurable 
one  for  all  the  party. 

Lecturers  who  have  lately  appeared 
before  the  school  are  Franklin  F.  Hop- 
per, chief  of  the  Order  department  of 
the  New  York  public  library,  Adeline 
Zachert,  director  of  Children's  work  in 
the  Rochester  public  library,  and  John 
Foster  Carr,  secretary  of  the  Immigrant 
Publication  Society  of  New  York  City. 
Mr  Hopper  gave  two  helpful  and  in- 
structive lectures,  founded  on  the  knowl- 
edge gained  during  his  broad  experience, 
on  the  methods  of  ordering  books  and  the 
administration  of  an  order  department. 
Miss  i^chert's  two  lectures  were  con- 
cerned with  the  chief  phases  of  children's 
work,  Mr  Carr's  morning  lecture  dealt 
with  the  general  subject  of  assisting  im- 
migrants, his  afternoon  lecture  with  the 
possibilities  of  library  work  for  them. 
Both  were  illustrated  with  lantern  shdes. 

Lucille  Scull,  '16,  is  assistant  in  the  Otten- 
derfer  branch  of  the  New  York  public  library, 
and  Anita  Robinson,  '16,  in  the  Washington 
Heights  branch, 

Margaret  Sanborn,  who  married  Frederick 
Diem  in  March  of  1916,  has  recently  moved 
to  PUinfield,  N.  J. 

Miss  Emma  £.  Kinne.  "09,  has  resigned 
from  the  catalog  department  of  the  Syracuse 
University  library  and  will  live  in  Brandon, 
Florida.  E    E   Sperry,  Director. 


Summer  ichooU 

A  course  in  library  methods  will  be 
given  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  July 
2-August  24.  Further  information  may 
be  obtained  by  addressing  William  W. 
Bishop,  librarian  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  Ann  Arbor.  Mich. 

A  .summer  .school  for  library  training 
will  be  conducted  by  the  Minnesota 
library  commission  of  Minneapolis, 
June  18-July  27.  It  will  he  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Clara  F.  Baldwin  on 
the  public  library  side  and  Miss  Marlh 
Wilson,  as  director  of  the  course  fo" 
school  librarians. 

The  course  is  open  only  to  those  hold 
ing  library  positions  and  teachers  un 
der  contract  for  service  in  high  schoc 
libraries.  Application  for  admissioi 
must  be  made  either  to  Miss  Baldwin  oi 
Miss  Wilson. 

The  Ohio  board  of  library  commission- 
ers will  conduct  a  summer  course  in  li- 
brary training,  July  2-August  11  inclu- 
sive. The  school  will  be  under  the  im- 
mediate direction  of  the  Library  Organi- 
zation department,  and  through  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  trustees  will  be  held  in  the 
library  of  the  Ohio  state  university. 

Further  information  will  be  given  on 
request  to  J.  Howard  Dice,  State  House, 
Columbus,  Ohio. 

The  field  of  work  for  New  York  school 
BtudenU 

In  3  recent  report  of  the  New  York 
state  library  school,  it  is  said  that  more 
positions  have  been  held  in  New  York 
than  anywhere  else,  and  students  of  the 
school  are  in  positions  in  39  other  states 
and  in  seven  foreign  countries.  These 
positions  range  from  librarian  or  depart- 
ment heads  in  40  of  the  50  largest  cities 
in  the  country  and  staff  members  of 
nearly  60  colleges  and  university  libraries, 
to  library  commission  workers  in  19 
states,  librarians  in  small  libraries  and 
instructors  in  13  library  schools.  In  all, 
655  women  and  168  men  have  matricu- 
lated. 


The  greatest  delusion  in  the  world 
is  the  apparent  triumph  of  humbug. 
Things  remain  what  they  are  in  spite 
of  gilding. 
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The  High  School  Library* 

Helen    S.   Babcock,   librarian,  Aiutm  high 

Bchocd,  Chicago 

In  discussing  the  high  school  library 
perhaps  it  will  be  well  for  me  to  preface 
tny  remarks  with  this  information,  that 
the  high  school  library  as  being  adminis- 
tered by  the  Chicago  pubHc  library  is  an 
entirely  new  venture,  so  that  of  necessity 
it  is  in  an  experimental  stage,  conse- 
quently if  some  of  my  remarks  seem  trite 
to  those  of  you  who  have  long  been  en- 
gaged in  this  special  field  of  library  work 
you  will  have  to  pardon  them  and  simply 
attribute  our  enthusiasm  to  our  extreme 
youth.  At  present  there  are  five  high 
schools  with  libraries  conducted  as 
branches  of  the  Chicago  public  library, 
none  of  which  has  as  yet  given  a  year's 
service. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  importance 
of  effective  high  school  libraries  has  been 
and  is  being  perceived  by  all  educators 
and  we  in  Chicago  feel  that  the  combin- 
ing of  our  two  greatest  educational  forces 
to  accomplish  this  end  is  an  epoch  mak- 
ing event  in  the  educational  history  of 
the  city.  This  co-operation  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  of  education  and  the  Li- 
brary board  seems  a  happy  solution  of 
efficient  libraries  for  the  high  school. 
Both  school  and  library  have  the  same 
end  in  view,  namely,  the  education  of 
people  that  they  may  take  their  place  in 
the  world  better  fitted  to  fulfill  their  du- 
ties. How  wise  it  is,  then,  that  those 
things  which  can  be  performed  by  each  of 
these  institutions  are  assumed  by  the  one 
best  fitted  to  discharge  the  responsibility, 
while  where  they  overlap  there  is  joint 
administration  such  as  we  have  in  the 
high  school  library. 

Through  this  co-operation  these  gen- 
eral policies  have  been  adopted.  The 
Board  of  education  gives  the  room,  fur- 
niture, light,  heat  and  janitor  service, 
■while  the  Library  board  sends  a  trained 
librarian  and  such  assistants  as  are  nec- 


essary and  pays  the  salaries  of  the  same. 
In  regard  to  the  book  supply,  the  Board 
of  education  buys  all  reference  books  and 
books  of  which  many  duplicate  copies  are 
needed, — this  leaving  the  library  appro- 
priation free  for  the  main  bod^  of  the 
collection  and  for  current  material.  The 
library  also  subscribes  for  the  magazines 
— which  vary  in  number  according  to  the 
size  and  requirements  of  the  school.  At 
the  Austin  high  school,  which  is  one  of 
the  smaller  sdiools,  the  enrollment  being 
only  1,700,  we  have  47  magazines  on  our 
list.  In  my  short  experience  they  have 
proven  the  most  popular  thing  in  the 
library,  for  the  tendency  now  in  teaching 
is  to  use  the  material  of  today  rather  than 
that  of  centuries  back,  because  of  the 
greater  possibility  of  relating  it  to  the 
school  work  and  the  community. 

The  school  library  presents  many  prob- 
lems because  of  its  methods  and  needs. 
However,  the  library  Ideal  should  remain 
the  same — to  see  that  the  students  are 
made  familiar  with  the  world's  store 
house  of  knowledge,  to  widen  their  in- 
terests, to  help  them  to  know  and  love 
good  books  and  last  but  not  least,  how  to 
use  them.  Primarily  all  this  is  a  school 
problem  and  so  our  public  library  meth- 
ods have  to  be  modified  to  suit  the  cir- 
cumstances. First  and  foremost  we  must 
get  the  teacher's  attitude  and  method — 
then  maintain  it,  thereby  getting  mutual 
and  real  co-operation.  Unless  we  can 
so  adjust  ourselves,  the  task  of  directing 
and  helping  the  children  is  almost  hope- 
less and  useless.  At  all  times  we  should 
keep  in  touch  with  the  courses  of  study 
and  the  various  departments  so  that  we 
can  relate  their  work  to  the  library  and  let 
each  department  see  just  what  the  library 
can  do  for  it.  One  of  the  strongest  points 
of  contact  with  the  students  is  through 
the  social  and  club  activities  of  me 
school.  Dr  Dawson  Johnston  says,  "A 
library  is  not  so  much  a  collection  of 
books  but  a  form  of  service."  Living  up 
to  this  we  have  always  to  be  on  the  alert 
not  only  to  give  the  thing  asked  for — 
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but  also  to  anticipate  as  much  as  possible 
the  demands  to  be  made  on  the  library. 

Modem  high  school  methods  are  so 
rapidly  changing  that  it  seems  a  propi- 
tious time  for  the  library  to  have  made 
its  entry  in  the  school.  Realizing  that 
education  is  for  all  the  people  instead  of 
a  small  per  cent,  that  it  is  the  training 
of  many  for  a  great  diversity  of  things, 
there  has  been  a  broadening  of  ideals  in 
regard  to  purpose  and  method.  As  a  re- 
sult there  has  been  much  adapting  of  the 
courses  to  the  needs  of  the  community 
and  the  people — for  the  school  is  the 
natural  and  lineal  center  of  the  commu- 
nity and  is  the  greatest  of  democratic 
agencies. 

The  general  educational  tendency  is  for 
the  freedom  and  development  of  the  in- 
dividual. Right  here  lies  the  opportunity 
of  the  library,  by  having  congenial  liter- 
ature for  each  one  that  he  may  follow  out 
his  own  bent.  It  is  much  easier  to  in- 
spire enthusiasm  for  a  natural  selection 
than  one  which  has  been  forced  upon 
him.  We  should  endeavor  to  build  up 
the  high  school  collections  so  that  there 
is  available  literature  for  each  subject  and 
then  so  develop  the  use  of  the  library 
through  instruction  that  the  students  can 
find  for  themselves  the  things  they  want 
and  need.  While  working  for  this  end  I 
think  we  must  be  careful  not  to  arrogate 
too  much  authority  to  ourselves,  but  to 
keep  in  close  touch  with  and  have  a  keen 
sympathy  for  all  that  affects  the  faculty 
and  the  students. 

One  has  only  to  work  in  a  high  school 
library  to  realize  the  truth  of  what  Mr 
Dana  says,  "There  are  still  those  among 
the  teaching  force  who  cannot  see  clearly 
the  place  of  the  library  in  the  educa- 
tional field ;  there  are  others  who  are  so 
interested  in  their  own  field  of  teaching 
and  so  thoroughly  satisfied  with  what 
they  are  doing  along  their  own  line,  that 
they  do  not  care  to  go  out  of  well  worn 
paths."  Mr  Dana  amplifies  this  by  stat- 
ing that  there  are  many,  though,  who  do 
take  a  lively  interest  in  our  work,  seeing 
the  possibilities  for  his  own  special  field. 
I  am  thankful  that  the  greater  majority 
of  our  faculty  is  of  the  latter  type. 

Possibly  some  of  you  will  be  interested 


to  hear  of  the  manner  in  which  the  li- 
brary in  the  Austin  high  school  was  in- 
troduced to  the  pupils.  When  the  Chi- 
cago public  library  took  charge,  things 
were  in  rather  a  chaotic  condition,  due 
to  the  completion  of  the  new  adcUtion. 
So  far  as  the  library  was  concerned  the 
books  had  just  been  dumped  in  the  new 
room.  As  soon  as  they  were  ready  for 
circulation  and  matters  began  to  take 
shape,  Mr  Rockwood,  who  is  principal, 
requested  that  all  students  should  have  an 
hour  in  the  library  that  they  might  be 
told  of  the  rules  and  regulations.  A  pro- 
gram covering  a  period  of  three  weeks 
was  made  out.  By  this  all  English  classes 
were  assigned  to  the  library  for  one 
school  period.  Each  English  teacher 
gave  up  a  day  to  the  library,  meeting  her 
classes  there,  taking  the  attendance  and 
making  necessary  assignments,  then  the 
students  were  turned  over  to  my  tender 
mercies.  Ten  minutes  was  ample  time 
to  devote  to  the  rules  and  regulations,  so 
the  rest  of  the  period  was  used  to  give  a 
general  outline  of  the  library,  its  work 
and  tools,  all  of  which  was  made  as  sim- 
ple as  possible. 

First  the  hours  were  explained,  how 
and  when  books  could  be  drawn,  also  the 
use  of  the  library  during  the  school  day. 
The  "admit"  system  is  proving  satisfac- 
tory with  us.  According  to  this  the  stu- 
dent must  have  an  "admit"  either  from 
his  class  or  study  room  teacher  properly 
signed  by  her,  stating  the  period  during 
which  he  wishes  to  use  the  library.  These 
slips  are  collected  as  the  children  enter, 
are  signed  by  the  person  in  charge  and  re- 
turned to  the  student,  who  in  turn  must 
see  that  it  is  taken  back  to  the  study  room 
teacher  in  order  that  his  absence  from 
the  room  may  be  accounted  for.  This 
makes  a  double  check  on  the  child,  so 
there  is  little  chance  of  his  cutting  classes 
and  roaming  around  the  building. 

Next  the  reason  for  the  necessity  of 
some  sort  of  classification  with  a  word  of 
explanation  about  the  Decimal  and  why 
it  is  so  called  was  given.  The  children 
were  asked  to  take  down  the  ten  general 
classes  while  the  500  class  was  used  to 
illustrate  the  divisions  and  510  the  sub- 
divisions.   Next  the  left  to  right  arrange- 
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menf  of  the  general  classes,  also  the  read- 
ing of  the  shelves,  case  by  case  from  left 
to  right,  was  dwelt  upon.  When  the  ref- 
erence section  was  reached  the  defini- 
tion of  a  reference  book  was  given.  The 
children  were  then  told  of  the  magazine 
material,  why  it  is  valuable  and  how  it 
is  made  available  through  the  Reader's 
Guide.  Here  the  guide  was  shown  and 
briefly  outlined.  This  made  a  good  intro- 
duction to  the  catalog — why  the  infor- 
mation is  on  cards — its  likeness  to  a  dic- 
tionary— and  the  three  kinds  of  cards 
which  are  made  to  represent  each  book, 
emphasizing  the  fact  that  if  one  of  three 
things  was  known  the  book  could  be  lo- 
cated. 

This  very  sketchy  explanation  took 
about  35  minutes,  then  if  there  were  any 
questions  they  were  answered,  and  if 
time  permitted,  manila  slips  with  book 
numbers  on  them  were  distributed.  The 
children  hunted  the  designated  book, 
bringing  it  to  see  if  the  correct  one  had 
been  found,  then  they  were  asked  to  put 
the  book  back  in  its  proper  place.  This 
proved  a  happy  ending  for  the  library 
hour  and  especially  with  the  younger  pu- 
pils, who  came  back  for  slip  after  slip. 
The  results  of  their  coming  in  contact 
with  the  shelves  was  interesting.  Boys 
and  girls  seeing  something  of  interest 
would  come  back  after  school  to  get  it. 

Mr  Rockwood  felt  that  even  this  mea- 
ger instruction  was  such  a  help  in  giving 
the  children  an  insight  into  the  workings 
of  the  library  that  he  asked  me  to  repeat 
the  talk  to  the  in-coming  students  this 
fall,  and  later  when  things  are  better  or- 
ganized to  work  out  some  further  plan  of 
instruction,  so  that  our  prospects  are 
bright  indeed.  "If  we  want  the  library 
to  be  the  great  continuation  school  for 
boys  and  girls,  we  must  early  acquaint 
them  with  its  resources."  This  can  only 
be  done  by  systematic  instruction.  As 
yet  I  have  not  had  the  time  to  outline 
this  work,  but  I  do  believe  most  sincerely 
that  the  principle  should  be  combined 
with  practice,  giving  them  first  the  the- 
ory and  then  problems  which  are  prac- 
tical and  related  to  the  school  work,  so 
that  they  may  see  the  value  of  it.  Our 
first  aim  should  be  to  make  the  student 


at  home  in  the  library  and  the  book  a 
vita!  force  in  his  school  life,  teaching  him 
not  to  rely  entirely  upon  the  text  book 
but  to  go  to  other  sources,  and  then  that 
"Books  should  teach  us  to  reason  and 
not  always  to  use  the  reasons  of  others" 
but  to  develop  personal  discovery.  If  we 
can  just  foster  an  all  around  growth  in- 
spiring them  to  profit  by  what  others 
have  done  through  the  printed  page,  then 
we  may  feel  that  we  have  commenced  our 
work  aright.  "If  the  library  teaches  the 
world's  workers  to  do  the  world's  work 
more  effectively."  and  not  only  to  know 
and  understand  books  but  to  relate  them 
to  mankind,  then  we  are  justified  in  be- 
ing in  the  high  school,  for  thus  we  are 
doing  the  community  one  of  the  great- 
est services  which  can  be  rendered. 
Notes 

The  report  of  the  I-eavenworth  free 
public  hbrary  shows  that  especial  em- 
phasis has  been  laid  upon  the  work  with 
the  grade  schools.  By  means  of  frequent 
visits,  lessons  in  the  use  of  the  card  cata- 
log, and  attention  to  the  needs  of  the 
school  boxes  in  the  book  purchasing,  the 
circulation  of  books  has  been  rapidly  in- 
creased. An  interesting  feature  of  the 
work  is  the  fact  that  the  children  select 
and  read  a  decidedly  better  class  of  books 
from  these  boxes  than  when  confronted 
by  the  wider  range  of  choice  at  the  main 
library. 

The  quality  rather  than  the  quantity  of 
liooks  circulated  should  be  the  first  con- 
sideration. Books  might  find  their  way 
to  our  shelves  of  which  it  could  be  said 
with  perfect  truth  that  the  greater  their 
circulation  the  worse  for  the  community. 
Make  <.hv  ^t;imp  of  approval  of  the  library 
Uce  of  merit,  even  though  the  clr- 
ligures  should  suffer. 


The  Boston  university  is  offering,  free. 
War  emergency  courses  for  women  to  fit 
them  for  government  positions  and  places 
left  vacant  by  men  leaving  for  the  war. 
This  course  will  be  along  general  lines, 
including  filing,  reference  work,  and  how 
to  use  the  public  library.  R.  L.  Powers, 
bbrarian  of  the  College  of  business  ad- 
ministration, has  been  appointed  chair- 
man of  the  publicity  committee  and  spe- 
cial lecturer  in  the  course. 
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NewB  from  the  ^eld 
But 

Charles  P.  Chipman,  for  five  years  li- 
brarian of  Colby  college.  Waterville,  Me., 
lias  resigned  to  accept  a  business  position 
in  Souw  Manchester,  Conn. 

The  forty-fourth  annual  report  of  the 
Public  library  of  Somerville,  Mass., 
shows  a  total  circulation  of  350,465  v., 
with  14,436  registered  borrowers  and 
1 10,336  V,  on  the  shelves.  The  receipts 
were  $53,940  and  expenditures  the  same. 

George  H.  Evans,  since  1909,  libra- 
rian of  the  Public  library  of  Wobum, 
Mass.,  has  been  elected  librarian  of  the 
Public  library  of  Somerville,  Mass.  He 
liad  done  library  work  previously  in  Dart- 
mouth college  and  the  Brooklyn  public 
library. 

The  fifty-sixth  annual  report  of  the 
Public  library.  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
records  number  of  books  on  the  shelves, 
157,805;  circulation,  407,830  v.;  regis- 
tered borrowers,  21,889. 

The  fifty-eighth  annual  report  of  the 
Public  library  of  Cambridge,  Mass., 
states  that  1916  has  been  a  year  of  notable 
expansion  in  the  field  of  the  library's  ac- 
tivities. The  total  circulation  was  385,- 
169  v.,  of  which  135,719  books  were  is- 
sued for  children;  books  on  the  shelves, 
113,314.  During  the  year,  two  branch 
libraries  have  been  established. 

Yale  university  has  conferred  upon 
Charles  J.  Barr,  its  new  assistant  hbrar- 
ian,  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts.  Mr  Barr  already  holds  the  degree 
of  Ph.  B.  from  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan, and  that  of  B.  L.  S.  from  the  New 
York  State  library  school. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  thai  Mr  Barr 
was  called  to  Yale  with  the  rank,  tenure, 
salary,  and  right  to  retiring  allowance  of 
a  full  professor. 

Miss  E.  W.  Sherman,  for  over  30  years 
connected  with  the  Library  Bureau,  Bos- 
ton, resigned  recently  and  was  married 
to  Benjamin  H.  Richardson  on  April  30. 
The  management  of  the  Library  Bureau 
celebrated  the  retirement  of  Miss  Sher- 
man from  the  firm,  by  a  magnificent  ban- 
quet attended  by  60  of  the  employees 


who  had  come  in  close  touch  with  Miss 
Sherman  through  the  Boston  office. 

The  Library  Bureau  presented  Miss 
Sherman  with  a  handsome  wrist  watch, 
accompanied  by  a  pendant  and  chain. 
The  staff  of  her  department,  also,  pre- 
sented her  with  a  handsome  gift. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson  will  be  at 
home  at  1470  Beacon  Street,  Brookline, 
Mass. 

The  thirty-ninth  annual  report  of  the 
Public  library  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  re- 
cords books  on  the  shelves,  170,825 ;  vol- 
umes added,  11,152;  number  of  borrow- 
ers, 36,444 ;  total  circulation  for  the  year, 
293.065.  Number  of  stations,  44,  of 
which  16  are  in  schools,  15  in  playgrounds 
and  13  in  business  establishments. 

Mention  is  made  of  the  gift  of 
$1,500,000  by  the  late  Miss  Lyra  Brown 
Nickerson. 

The  library  authorities  are  giving  a 
detailed  study  to  the  activities  of  the 
library  which  especially  need  developing 
and  relief  from  hampering  conditions. 
"The  work  must  be  brought  up  to  date 
by  this  welcome  financial  assistance,  be- 
fore any  noteworthy  advances  can  be 
made." 

The  annual  report  of  the  Brockton 
public  library  records  a  total  circulation 
of  231,925v.  There  was  a  considerable 
decrease  in  the  circulation  of  books  for 
home  use  owing  in  part  to  the  prevalence 
of  good  business  conditions  as  well  as 
to  wide  spread  epidemics.  The  aver- 
age issue  per  day  was  758.  The  total 
expenditures  for  the  year  amounted  to 
$24,676;  expenditure  for  books,  $4,716 
A  branch  reading  room,  maintained  at 
Montello,  has  been  moved  to  larger  quar- 
ters. A  few  public  service  activities,  such 
as  heahh  exhibits,  lectures,  story  hours 
and  general  lectures  have  served  to  widen 
the  scope  of  the  Hbraiy's  work.  The 
number  of  books  in  foreign  languages 
has  been  increased  by  the  purchase  of  ad- 
ditional volumes  in  Greek,  Polish  and  a 
few  Spanish. 

The  fifty-seventh  annual  report  of  the 
Public  library  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  has 
an  appeal  from  a  special  committee  of  the 
board  of  directors,  setting  forth  the  need 
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Mary  P.  Wiggin  and  Harold  G.  Russell 
will  present  community  studies  in  lieu  of 
bibliographies. 

The  faculty  is  considering  a  consid- 
erable extension  of  the  instruction  given 
in  the  organization  of  business  material. 
Any  former  student,  or  others,  interested 
in  business  libraries  or  business  branches 
will  do  the  school  a  service  by  sending 
any  constructive  suggestions  to  the  vice- 
director. 

For  the  third  season,  the  school  libra- 
ries division  of  the  State  education  de- 
partment and  the  New  York  State  library 
school  will  cooperate  in  a  library  insti- 
tute for  high  school  teachers  to  be  held 
July  9-20.  It  will  practically  be  confined 
to  an  elementary  series  of  discussions  on 
reference  work,  with  collateral  lectures 
by  specialists  from  the  department  and  is 
planned  solely  with  a  view  to  state  condi- 
tions. 

The  summer  session  will  begin  May  31. 
The  registrations  indicate  a  fair  attend- 
ance,, con  side  ring  the  abnormal  social  and 
financial  conditions  prevalent  at  present. 

Ethel  I.  Berry.  '11-12,  has  resigned  the 
librariAnship  of  the  Franklin  Avenue  branch 
of  the  Minneapolis  public  library. 

Roscoc  L.  Dunn,  '15-16,  who  went  to  the 
Boston  museum  of  fine  arts  last  September 
as  assistant,  has  been  made  acting  librarian. 

The  following  students  have  arranged  for 
temporary  work  during  the  summer  months: 
Charles  M.  Baker,  reference-catalog  depart- 
ment. New  York  public  library;  N.  Mignon 
Fisher,  cataloger.  Clark  university  library 
and  Elisabeth  Weeks,  circulation  depart- 
ment, New  York  public  library. 

Frank  K.  Walter. 
Pratt  institate 
Pratt  Institute  as  a  whole  has  been 
keenly  alive  to  the  possibilities  of  patri- 
otic service.  The  library  school  was  very 
glad  to  be  called  upon  for  practical  help, 
artd  under  Miss  Gooch'  direction  vol- 
unteers have  spent  a  number  of  hours 
putting  the  rapidly  growing  file  of  mem- 
bership cards  into  alphabetical  order. 
The  students  have  also  volunteered  to 
give  their  Saturdays  for  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  military  census  that  is  to  be 
taken  in  New  York. 

In  the  third  term  Friday  afternoon  is 
visiting  day,  and  the  class  have  been  mak- 
ing good  use  of  the  time  in  various  insti- 
tutions in  Brooklyn  and  New  York.    On 


Saturday,  April  28,  the  class  went  by  in- 
vitation to  visit  the  establishment  of  the 
H.  W.  Wilson  Company  at  White  Plains. 
Aiter  the  work  of  the  different  depart- 
ments was  explained  by  those  in  charge, 
Mr  Wilson  entertained  the  class  at  lunch- 
eon at  the  White  Plains  club. 

The  student.s  have  enjoyed  their  usual 
course  of  five  lectures  on  Library  build- 
ings from  William  R.  Eastman  of  Al- 
bany. Miss  L.  E.  Steams  talked  to  the 
class  on  April  3  about  library  work,  past 
and  present;  Miss  S.  l%ugenia  Wallace, 
librarian  of  the  fluaranty  Trust  Company 
of  New  York,  lectured  on  April  24  on 
Libraries  in  business  houses,  and  on  May 
8,  John  Foster  Carr,  director  of  the  Im- 
migrant publication  society  of  New  York, 
spoke  on  The  library  and  the  immigrant. 

Alumni  Dota 

Edna  A.  Rupp,  '06,  who  has  been  for  some 

years  past  cataloger  at  the  Long  Island  his- 


library  of  Girard  college  to  accept  a  posi- 
tion in  the  Public  library  of  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Evelyn  Brooke,  '16,  who  since  graduation 
has  been  cataloging  at  Vale  university  li- 
brary, has  accepted  a  position  in  the  catalog 
department  of  the  Hispanic  museum  in  New 
York. 

Esther  Giblin.  '16.  has  gone  as  assistant 
to  the  Long  Island  historical  society  library. 

Louise  D.  Coulter-King,  "16,  has  resigned 
from  the  Osterhout  free  library  at  Wilkes- 
Bar  ri,  Pa.,  to  become  librarian  of  the  Hart- 
ford   county   medical   society    at   Hartford, 

Beulah  G.  Murray,  '16,  until  recently  in  the 
reference  department  of  the  Carnegie  library 
at  Pittsburgh,  has  accepted  a  position  in 
the  Normal  school  library  at  her  home  in 
Oshkosh,  Wis. 

Josephine  Adams  Rathbone, 

Vice- Director, 
Training  clan,  Portland,  Ore. 

The  chief  event  of  the  spring  term  has 
been  a  series  of  lectures  given  by  Mrs 
Gudrun  Thome-Thomsen  on  Storytelling 
and  literature  for  children. 

Portions  of  the  course  were  open  (for 
a  fee)  to  any  one  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject, and  many  teachers  and  parents  of 
this  city  availed  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity. Librarians  from  several  other  cit- 
ies also  attended  for  a  week  or  longer. 
In  addition  to  the  general  lectures  on  the 
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principles  which  should  govern  the  selec- 
rion  of  literature  for  children,  there  was 
a  short  course  of  practice  work  in  actual 
story-telling  by  members  of  the  teachers' 
class,  to  groups  of  children  from  the  sev- 
eral grades  of  the  public  schools  followed 
by  discussion  and  criticism  of  the  stories 
told. 

Other  lectures  not  by  the  regular  staff 
were: 

Principles  of  public  speaking,  Miss  Nina 
Greathouse 

Development  of  State  library  work  and 
especially  the  work  of  the  State  library  of 
Oregon,  Miss  Cornelia  Marvin 

CollcKe  library  work.  Miss  Maida  Ros- 
si ter.  librarian,  Reed  college. 

Newspapers  and  their  policies,  Dr  C.  H. 
Chapman  of  staff  of  Oregon  Journal. 

Work  of  the   Forest  Service   library,  Mrs 
Miller,  Forest  Service  librarian,  Portland. 
Ethel  R.  Sawyer, 
Director. 
Uoivcnitr  of  WashuBtMi 

Gertrude  E.  Andrus,  superintendent  of 
the  children's  department  of  the  Seattle 
public  library,  is  giving  her  annual  course 
of  lectures  on  Library  work  with  chil- 
dren. 

A  lecture  on  Library  publicity  was 
given  April  18,  by  Charles  H.  Compton, 
reference  librarian  of  the  Seattle  public 
library,  and  a  member  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
publicity  committee. 

Elizabeth  Topping,  librarian  of  the  Ev- 
erett public  library,  gave  a  lecture,  April 
25  on  "The  problems  of  the  small  li- 
brary." 

A  series  of  lectures  is  given  during  the 
last  semester  of  each  year  by  the  leading 
members  of  the  staffs  of  the  Seattle,  Ta- 
coma,  and  other  nearby  public  libraries. 
These  lectures  are  concentrated  in  the 
last  semester  on  the  theory  that  the  stu- 
dents will  comprehend  their  significance 
much  more  fully  after  having  had  the 
general  theoretical  view  of  the  entire  field 
of  library  activity. 

Helen  Carson,  '14,  is  in  the  University 
branch   library,   Seattle. 

Helen  Pinkerton,  '13,  is  a  member  of  the 


partment  of  the  Seattle  public  librarjr. 

Gezina  Thomas,  '16,  is  assistant  in  .he 
Children's  room  of  the  Ballard  branch 
library. 


Ruth  Davis,  '16,  formerly  of  the  Tacoma 
public  library,  is  now  in  the  branch  depart- 
ment of  the  Seattle  public  library. 

Beatrice  Mercer,  '16,  is  assistant  circula- 
tion librarian  at  the  University  of  Washing- 

Marjorie  Zinkie,  '14,  is  in  the  circulation 
department  of  the  Seattle  public  library. 
W.  E.  Henry. 
Western  Reserve  onlverritr 

The  course  in  Government  documents 
was  given  by  Mr  Vitz  after  the  Easter 
vacation. 

The  Book  selection  course  has  itKtuded 
lectures  by  Mrs  Harron  on  foreign  trans- 
lations discussing  drama,  fiction  and  gen- 
eral literature,  one  lecture  on  poetry  by 
Professor  B.  P.  BourJand,  of  Adelbert 
college  and  one  lecture  on  New  poetry  by 
Miss  Bessie  Sargeant- Smith. 

Miss  Annie  S.  Cutter,  supervisor  of 
Grade  schoo!  libraries,  Geveland,  spoke 
to  the  class  on  April  20  on  her  work.  A 
visit  to  the  Geveland  normal  school  li- 
brary and  that  of  Oakland  grade  school 
followed. 

Miss  Bessie  H.  Shepard,  reference  li- 
brarian at  the  Qevelaiid  public  library, 
talked  to  the  class  on  May  2,  concerning 
the  work  of  a  reference  department. 

The  Public  library  and  community  wel- 
fare course  was  concluded,  May  2,  in  a 
very  inspiring  manner  by  addresses  on 
phases  of  social  service  and  library  work 
by  Mr  F.  W.  Jenkins,  librarian  of  the 
Russell  Sage  Foundation,  New  York. 

The  director  spent  the  Easter  vacation 
in  the  East,  and  spoke  before  the  library 
school  of  the  New  York  public  library  on 
April  II.  While  she  was  in  New  York 
a  number  of  the  former  students  of  the 
Western  Reserve  library  school  enter- 
tained her  at  luncheon. 

Among  the  welcome  visitors  at  the 
school  recently  have  been  Mrs  Johnson 
Brigham,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Miss 
Lucy  Kecler,  of  Fremont,  Ohio ;  and  Mr 
E.  L  Antrim,  of  Van  Wert,  Ohio. 

On  May  10,  a  special  Commencement 
exercise  was  held  at  Western  Reserve 
university  for  the  Adelbert  college 
seniors,  two-thirds  of  whom  had  volun- 
teered for  service  ■  in  the  war.  At  the 
same  time  a  certiiicate  from  the  library 
school  was  granted  to  William  McCtillin 
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M«*  f'lTtrT,  librarian  of  the  Central  hijgh 
(HkiaI  in  Minneapolis,  gave  especially  in- 
%rTK%tiat  glimpses  of  libraries  in  other 
part*  of  tiic  country  than  New  England. 

Mi*s  Jordan  talked  of  the  co-operation 
oi  school  and  library  in  its  various  appli- 
(-:ati(in4  to  the  high  school  library  problem. 

Mr  fVJtrm  gave  two  lectures  on  early 
American  library  history  on  May  8  and 
10,  and  I>r  Mark  spoke  to  the  Book  sc- 
leclirMi  classes  im  the  Choice  of  books  on 
chemistry. 

luring  the  year  the  faculty  of  the  col- 
lege has  been  engaged  in  a  consideration 
and  revisirm  of  its  curriculum,  and  has 
decided  finally  to  adopt  as  a  standard  for 
the  four  year  program,  a  year  containing 
five  year-cour.scs,  each  meeting  three 
times  a  week. 

f)ne  extra  course  is  required  in  either, 
the  senior  or  junior  year,  which  brings 
the  requirements  for  graduation  to  21 
year -courses. 

Heretofore  the  library  school  students 
have  had  a  very  rigid  academic  require- 
ment with  only  one  elective  and  no  op- 
tions, but  in  the  new  plan,  one  elective 
will  be  possible  in  each  of  the  last  three 
years ;  and  in  the  sophomore  year  it  will 
l»e  jiossible  to  elect  chemistry,  and  in  the 
junior  year  biolc^  if  desired.  Hereto- 
fore the  only  special  development  possible 
has  been  in  the  lines  of  language,  and 
though  that  will  still  probably  remain  the 
main-traveled  road,  it  is  felt  that  a 
chance  to  diversify  the  academic  prep- 
aration of  the  library  group  will  not 
merely  be  a  cultural  advantage  to  those 
whose  tastes  are  scientific,  but  will  make 
it  possible  for  the  graduates  to  enter  a 
much  wider  range  of  positions. 

Many  of  the  students  at  Simmons  elect 
Spanish,  and  a  new  course  is  to  be  offered 
on  South  America,  which  will  give  some 
light  on  the  history,  economic  conditions, 
and  literature  of  "those  other  Americans" 
which  would  be  particularly  useful  to 
those  with  a  knowledge  of  Spanish. 

With  these  changes  in  the  academic 
department,  modifications  have  also  been 
made  in  the  technical  work. 

With  the  exception  of  one  course  in 
reference  and  classification,  which  is  to 
l>e  given  the  second  year,  the  technical 


work  will  DOW  be  gadieied  m  the  hst  two 
years. 

When  the  full  plan  is  in  opcratian  the 
technical  work  of  the  regolar  four  year 
students  and  of  the  ooe  year  graduate 
studenU  will  be  identical,  tfaou^  the 
classes  will  he  separate  except  in  one  at 
two  courses. 

Owing  to  Mr  EMdcn's  new  re^ionsi- 
bilities  at  the  Bostoo  public  library,  he 
will  be  unable  to  give  all  of  tlie  docinnent 
course  hereafter,  thoogfa  we  hope  still  to 
have  his  assistance  for  part  of  it.  .After 
his  return  from  Japan  next  month  that 
course  will  be  rearranged. 


brary.  Bostoi 

Mabel  Williams,  W.  has  received  an  ap- 
poinlment  as  assistant  to  Ifiss  Hoore.  su- 
pervisor of  children's  work  in  the  New  York 
public  library. 

Louise  Delano,  '15,  is  assistant  in  compil- 
ing a  bibliography  on  phyriolosical  ehem- 
islry  under  Mr  Shaw  of  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  technology- 
Lucy  Bell,  '14,  is  an  assistant  in  the  refer- 
ence cataloginfc  division  -of  the  New  York 
public   library. 

Clara   Penney.  '12,  is  also  an  assistant  in 
(he  reference  cataloginK  department  of  the 
New  York  public  library. 
Abbie  Glover.  '17.  has  been  appointed  as- 
the  Somerville  public  library. 


public  library. 

Margaret  Ormond.  '17,  has  accepted  the 
Dosition  as  assistant  in  the  Swarlhmore  col- 
lege library. 

Marie  Smalley,  15.  has  received  an  ap- 
pobilment  as  assistant  in  the  Plymoutn, 
Massachusetts,  public  library. 

Ernestine  Packard,  Helen  Goster,  '17,  have 
received  appointments  as  assistants  in  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  library. 

Ina  Hawes.  '17.  has  been  anointed  as- 
sistant in  the  f.  S.  Bureau  of  Entomology 

Dorothy  Black.  '17.  has  accepted  a  position 
as  assistant  in  the  Ferguson  library,  Stam- 
ford, Conn. 

Margaret  Greer,  '16-17.  has  accepted  a  re- 
appoinlment  lo  the  Central  high  school  li- 
brary. Minneapolis. 

dn  May  12  Miss  Donnelly  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  the  guest  at  luncheon  of 
11  of  the  Simmons  girls  now  on  the  staff 
of  the  New  York  public  library. 

JtJNE  RiCHARnSON  DoNNELLY, 

Director. 
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Synciue  univenitjr 

The  annual  Easter  trip  of  the  senior 
class  to  Washington  and  New  York  ex- 
tended from  April  6  to  April  17.  The 
part>\  which  was  under  the  guidance  of 
Miss  Thome,  included  sixteen  members 
of  the  senior  class. 

In  Washington,  the  party  visited  the 
Congressional  library,  the  library  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  Documents 
office  and  the  library  of  the  Department 
of  agriculture.  Ample  time  was  also 
allowed  for  trip.s  to  Mt,  Vernon,  Arling- 
ton, and  other  points  of  historical  interest 
in  and  near  the  city. 

In  New  York,  the  class  visited  the 
main  building  of  the  New  York  public 
library  and  also  two  branches,  the  Colum- 
bia University  library,  two  branches  of 
the  Brooklyn  public  library,  and  spent  a 
half  day  in  the  free  public  library  at 
Newark,  N,  J. 

Good  weather,  good  health  and  good 
leadership  made  the  trip  a  pleasurable 
one  for  all  the  party. 

Lecturers  who  have  lately  appeared 
before  the  school  are  Franklin  F.  Hop- 
per, chief  of  the  Order  department  of 
the  New  York  public  library,  Adeline 
Zachert,  director  of  Children's  work  in 
the  Rochester  public  library,  and  John 
Foster  Carr,  secretary  of  the  Immigrant 
Publication  Society  of  New  York  City. 
Mr  Hopper  gave  two  helpful  and  in- 
structive lectures,  founded  on  the  knowl- 
edge gained  during  his  broad  experience, 
on  the  methods  of  ordering  books  and  the 
administration  of  an  order  department. 
Miss  Zachert's  two  lectures  were  con- 
cerned with  the  chief  phases  of  children's 
work.  Mr  Carr's  morning  lecture  dealt 
with  the  general  subject  of  assisting  im- 
migrants, his  afternoon  lecture  with  the 
possibilities  of  library  work  for  them. 
Both  were  illustrated  with  lantern  slides. 

Lucille  Scull,  '16,  is  assistant  in  the  Otten- 
derfer  branch  of  the  New  York  public  library, 
and  Anita  Robinson,  '16,  in  the  Washington 
Heights  branch. 

Margaret  Sanborn,  who  married  Frederick 
Diem  in  March  of  1916,  has  recently  moved 
to  Plainfield,  N.  J. 

Miss  Emma  E.  Kinne.  '09.  has  resigned 
from  the  catalog  department  of  the  Syracuse 
University  library  and  will  live  in  Brandon, 
Florida.  !£    E.  Sperry,  Director. 


Summer  schools 

A  course  in  library  methods  will  be 
given  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  July 
2-August  24.  Further  information  may 
be  obtained  by  addressing  William  W. 
Bishop,  librarian  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

A  summer  school  for  library  training 
will  be  conducted  by  the  Minnesota 
library  commission  of  Minneapolis, 
June  '!8-July  27.  It  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Clara  F.  Baldwin  on 
the  public  library  si<le  and  Miss  Marth 
Wilson,  as  director  of  the  course  fo- 
school  librarians. 

The  course  is  open  only  to  those  hold 
ing  library  positions  and  teachers  un 
der  contract  for  service  in  high  schoc 
libraries.  Application  for  admissioi 
must  be  made  either  to  Miss  Baldwin  ot 
Miss  Wilson. 

The  Ohio  board  of  library  commission- 
ers will  conduct  a  summer  course  in  li- 
brary training,  July  2-August  11  inclu- 
sive. The  school  will  be  under  the  im^ 
mediate  direction  of  the  Library  Organi- 
zation department,  and  through  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  trustees  will  be  held  in  the 
library  of  the  Ohio  state  university. 

Further  information  will  be  given  on 
request  to  J.  Howard  Dice.  State  House, 
Columbus.  Ohio. 

The  field  of  work  for  New  York  school 
students 

In  a  recent  report  of  the  New  York 
slate  library  school,  it  is  said  that  more 
positions  have  been  held  in  New  York 
than  anywhere  else,  and  students  of  the 
school  are  in  positions  in  39  other  stales 
and  in  seven  foreign  countries.  These 
positions  range  from  librarian  or  depart- 
ment heads  in  40  of  the  50  largest  cities 
in  the  country  and  staff  members  of 
nearly  60  colleges  and  university  libraries, 
to  library  commission  workers  in  19 
states,  librarians  in  small  libraries  and 
instructors  in  13  library  schools.  In  all, 
655  women  and  168  men  have  matricu- 
lated. 


The  greatest  delusion  in  the  world 
is  the  apparent  triumph  of  humbug. 
Things  remain  what  they  are  in  spite 
of  gilding. 
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but  also  to  anticipate  as  much  as  possible 
the  demands  to  be  made  on  the  library. 

Modem  high  school  methods  are  so 
rapidly  changing  that  it  seems  a  propi- 
tious time  for  the  library  to  have  made 
its  entry  in  the  school.  Realizing  that 
education  is  for  all  the  people  instead  of 
a  small  per  cent,  that  it  is  the  training 
of  many  for  a  great  diversity  of  things, 
there  has  been  a  broadening  of  ideals  in 
regard  to  purpose  and  method.  As  a  re- 
sult there  has  been  much  adapting  of  the 
courses  to  the  needs  of  the  community 
and  the  people — for  the  school  is  the 
natural  and  logical  center  of  the  commu- 
nity and  is  the  greatest  of  democratic 
agencies. 

The  general  educational  tendency  is  for 
the  freedom  and  development  of  the  in- 
dividual. Right  here  hes  the  opportunity 
of  the  librarj-,  by  having  congenial  liter- 
ature for  each  one  that  he  may  follow  out 
his  own  bent.  It  is  much  easier  to  in- 
spire enthusiasm  for  a  natural  selection 
than  one  which  has  been  forced  upon 
him.  We  should  endeavor  to  build  up 
the  high  school  collections  so  that  there 
is  available  literature  for  each  subject  and 
then  so  develop  the  use  of  the  library 
through  instruction  that  the  students  can 
find  for  themselves  the  things  they  want 
and  need.  While  working  for  this  end  I 
think  w^  must  be  careful  not  to  arrogate 
too  much  authority  to  ourselves,  but  to 
keep  in  close  touch  with  and  have  a  keen 
sympathy  for  all  that  affects  the  faculty 
and  the  students. 

One  has  only  to  work  in  a  high  school 
library  to  realize  the  truth  of  what  Mr 
Dana  says,  "There  are  still  those  among 
the  teaching  force  who  cannot  see  clearly 
the  place  of  the  library  in  the  educa- 
tional field ;  there  are  others  who  are  so 
interested  in  their  own  field  of  teaching 
and  so  thoroughly  satisfied  with  what 
they  are  doing  along  their  own  line,  that 
they  do  not  care  to  go  out  of  well  worn 
paths."  Mr  Dana  amplifies  this  by  stat  ■ 
ing  that  there  are  many,  though,  who  do 
take  a  lively  interest  in  our  work,  seeing 
the  possibilities  for  his  own  special  field. 
I  am  thankful  that  the  greater  majority 
of  our  faculty  is  of  the  latter  type. 

Possibly  some  of  you  will  be  interested 


to  hear  of  the  manner  in  which  the  li- 
brary in  the  Austin  high  school  was  in- 
troduced to  the  pupils.  When  the  Chi- 
cago public  library  took  charge,  things 
were  in  rather  a  chaotic  condition,  due 
to  the  completion  of  the  new  addition. 
So  far  as  the  library  was  concerned  the 
books  had  just  been  dumped  in  the  new 
room.  As  soon  as  they  were  ready  for 
circulation  and  matters  began  to  take 
shape,  Mr  Rockwood,  who  is  principal, 
requested  that  all  students  should  have  an 
hour  in  the  library  that  they  might  be 
told  of  the  rules  and  regulations.  A  pro- 
gram covering  a  period  of  three  weeks 
was  made  out.  By  this  all  English  classes 
were  assigned  to  the  library  for  one 
school  period.  Each  Er^lish  teacher 
gave  up  a  day  to  the  library,  meeting  her 
classes  there,  taking  the  attendance  and 
making  necessary  assignments,  then  the 
students  were  turned  over  to  my  tender 
mercies.  Ten  minutes  was  ample  time 
to  devote  to  the  rules  and  regulations,  so 
the  rest  of  the  period  was  used  to  give  a 
general  outline  of  the  library,  its  work 
and  tools,  all  of  which  was  made  as  sim- 
ple as  possible. 

First  the  hours  were  explained,  how 
and  when  books  could  be  drawn,  also  the 
use  of  the  library  during  the  school  day. 
The  "admit"  system  is  proving  satisfac- 
tory with  us.  According  to  this  the  stu- 
dent must  have  an  "admit"  either  from 
his  class  or  study  room  teacher  properly 
signed  by  her,  stating  the  period  during 
which  he  wishes  to  use  the  library.  These 
slips  are  collected  as  the  children  enter, 
are  signed  by  the  person  in  charge  and  re- 
turned to  the  student,  who  in  turn  must 
see  that  it  is  taken  back  to  the  study  room 
teacher  in  order  that  his  absence  from 
the  room  may  be  accounted  for.  This 
makes  a  double  check  on  the  child,  so 
there  is  little  chance  of  his  cutting  classes 
and  roaming  around  the  building. 

Next  the  reason  for  the  necessity  of 
some  sort  of  classification  with  a  word  of 
explanation  about  the  Decimal  and  why 
it  is  so  called  was  given.  The  children 
were  asked  to  take  down  the  ten  general 
classes  while  the  500  class  was  used  to 
illustrate  the  divisions  and  510  the  sub- 
divisions.   Next  the  left  to  right  arrange- 
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News  from  the  Field 
Eut 

irles  P.  Chipman,  for  five  years  li- 
n  of  Colby  college.  Waterville,  Me., 
signed  to  accept  a  business  position 
uth  Manchester,  Conn. 
:  forty-fourth  annual  report  of  the 
:  library  of  Somerville,  Mass., 
i  a  total  circulation  of  390,465  v., 

14,436  registered  borrowers  and 
(6  V.  on  the  shelves.  The  receipts 
$53,940  and  expenditures  the  same. 
>rge  H.  Evans,  since  1909,  libra- 
)f  the  PubHc  library  of  Woburn, 
,  has  been  elected  librarian  of  the 
:  library  of  Somerville,  Mass.  He 
jne  library  work  previously  in  Dart- 
I  college  and  the  Brooklyn  public 
¥- 

;  fifty-sixth  annual  report  of  the 
:  library,  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
Is  number  of  books  on  the  shelves, 
)5 ;  circulation,  407,830  v. ;  regis- 
borrowers,  21,889. 
:  fifty-eighth  annual  report  of  the 
;  library  of  Cambridge,  Mass., 
that  1916  has  been  a  year  of  notable 
sion  in  the  field  of  the  library's  ac- 
s.  The  total  circulation  was  385,- 
.,  of  which  135,719  books  were  is- 
Eor  children ;  books  on  the  shelves, 
14.  During  the  year,  two  branch 
ies  have  been  established. 
C  university  has  conferred  upon 
Es  J.  Barr,  its  new  assistant  hbrar- 
he  honorary  degree  of  Master  of 

Mr  Barr  already  holds  the  degree 
.  B.  from  thi-  University  of  Mich- 
and  that  of  B.  I-.  S.  from  the  New 
State  librar>-  school, 
s  interesting  to  note  that  Mr  Barr 
ailed  to  Yale  with  the  rank,  tenure, 
,  and  right  to  retiring  allowance  of 

professor. 

s  E.  \V.  Sherman,  for  over  30  years 
cted  with  the  Library  Bureau,  Bos- 
esigned  recently  and  was  married 
ijamin  H.  Richardson  on  April  30. 
lanagement  of  the  Library  Bureau 
ated  the  retirement  of  Miss  Sher- 
rom  the  firm,  by  a  magnificent  ban- 
attended  by  60  of  the  employees 


who  had  come  in  close  touch  with  Miss 
Sherman  through  the  Boston  office. 

The  Library  Bureau  presented  Miss 
Sherman  with  a  handsome  wrist  watch, 
accompanied  by  a  pendant  and  chain. 
The  staff  of  her  department,  also,  pre- 
sented her  with  a  handsome  gift. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson  will  be  at 
home  at  1470  Beacon  Street,  Brookline, 
Mass. 

The  thirty-ninth  annual  report  of  the 
Public  library  of  Providence,  R.  L,  re- 
cords books  on  the  shelves,  170,825;  vol- 
umes added,  11,152;  number  of  borrow- 
ers, 36,444 ;  total  circulation  for  the  year, 
293,065.  Number  of  stations,  44,  of 
which  16  are  in  schools,  15  in  plaj^ounds 
and  13  in  business  establishments. 

Mention  is  made  of  the  gift  of 
$1,500,000  by  the  late  Miss  Lyra  Brown 
Nickerson. 

The  library  authorities  are  giving  a 
detailed  study  to  the  activities  of  the 
library  which  especially  need  developing 
and  relief  from  hampering  conditions. 
"The  work  must  be  brought  up  to  date 
by  this  welcome  financial  assistance,  be- 
fore any  noteworthy  advances  can  be 
made." 

The  annual  report  of  the  Brockton 
public  library  records  a  total  circulation 
of  231,925v.  There  was  a  considerable 
decrease  in  the  circulation  of  books  for 
home  use  owing  in  part  to  the  prevalence 
of  good  business  conditions  as  well  as 
to  wide  spread  epidemics.  The  aver- 
age issue  per  day  was  758.  The  total 
expenditures  for  the  year  amounted  to 
$24,676;  expenditure  for  books,  $4,716 
A  branch  reading  room,  maintained  at 
Montello.  has  been  moved  to  latter  quar- 
ters. A  few  public  service  activities,  such 
as  health  exhibits,  lectures,  story  hours 
and  general  lectures  have  served  to  widen 
the  scope  of  the  library's  work.  The 
number  of  books  in  foreign  languages 
has  been  increased  by  the  purchase  of  ad- 
ditional volumes  in  Greek,  Polish  and  a 
few  Spanish. 

The  fifty-seventh  annual  report  of  the 
Public  library  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  has 
an  appeal  from  a  special  committee  of  the 
board  of  directors,  setting  forth  the  need 
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for  a  new  library  building.  Library 
classes  from  the  high  and  grammar 
schools  showed  a  decided  increase  both 
in  numbers  and  interest.  The  school  de- 
■  posits  have  increased  in  number  and 
value  until  they  are  practically  branch 
libraries  for  the  neighborhood.  The 
"community  rooms"  in  the  branch  li- 
braries are  increasingly  useful  and  are 
used  for  all  sorts  of  occasions.  The  li- 
brary recommends  membership  in  the  Ro- 
tary club  as  means  of  reaching  substan- 
tial  business  men. 

Circulation,  664,649  v. ;  number  of  bor- 
rowers' cards,  33,174;  number  of  books 
on  the  shelves,  235,868 ;  receipts,  $79503 ; 
expenses  for  books,  $14,907 ;  periodicals, 
$2,434;  binding,  $4,338;  admmistration, 
$42,502. 

The  report  of  the  Harvard  college  li- 
brary for  1916,  states  that  the  collection 
has  reached  a  total  of  nearly  two  million 
volumes  and  periodicals.  There  were 
46,429  V.  added  to  the  library  during  the 
year. 

A  number  of  notable  gifts  were  re- 
ceived; a  collection  of  English  political 
and  controversial  tracts  of  the  period  of 
the  Civil  war  (seventeenth  century), 
numbering  over  4,000  different  items ;  a 
number  of  rare  volumes,  manuscripts  and 
letters  were  added  to  the  Widener  collec- 
tion by  members  of  the  family ;  from  Mrs 
J.  T.  Fields,  a  number  of  original  manu- 
scripts of  highest  literary  interest  con- 
nected with  Uie  work  of  American  writ- 
ers, interesting  personal  copies  of  books 
of  historical  character,  also,  a  large  num- 
ber of  autographed  letters  from  English 
and  American  writers  of  the  nineteenth 
century;  a  remarkable  collection  of  edi- 
tions of  Horace  containing  many  of  the 
choice  editions  of  the  poet  was  presented 
by  Mrs  H.  H.  Edes.  The  library  received, 
also,  liberal  donations  for  the  purchase 
of  books  to  be  added  to  various  depart- 
ments. 

The  re-organization  of  the  library,  car- 
ried on  under  pressure  for  the  past  five 
years,  with  inexperienced  help,  makes  the 
work  at  the  present  time,  increasingly  ar- 
duous. 

Three  new  classes  have  been  formed, 
Chinese   literature,   Japanese    literature, 


and  Dutch  and  Belgian  documents.  The 
re-arrangement  of  the  newspaper  collec- 
tion, a  task  postponed  for  many  years, 
has  been  almost  completed. 

The  falling  off  in  receipt  of  books  from 
abroad  has  made  it  possible  to  care  for 
many  collections  awaiting  treatment  for 
a  long  time.  In  the  course  of  the  year, 
5,440  catalog  titles  have  been  printed  and 
distributed,  The  introduction  of  some 
60  professors'  studies  and  of  the  three 
hundred  stalls  in  the  stack,  has  added 
new  difficulties  to  the  problem  of  keep- 
ing track  of  the  books.  The  map  collec- 
tion room  has  been  set  aside  as  a  memo- 
rial to  Justin  Winsor,  librarian  of  the 
university  from  1877  to  1897.  Indebted- 
ness to  Mr  Winsor's  son-in-law  and 
granddaughter  is  acknowledged.  The 
room  has  been  re-arranged  and  a  portrait 
of  Mr  Winsor  and  a  bronze  tablet,  make 
the  plan  of  the  memorial  possible. 

A  state  public  library  commission, 
authorized  by  the  legislature,  has  been 
appointed  by  the  governor  of  New 
Hampshire,  as  follows :  Albertus  P. 
Dudley.  Exeter;  F.  Mabel  Winchell, 
Manchester;  James  F.  Brennan,  Peter- 
boro;  Olin  F.  Davis,  Laconia. 

Miss  Winchell  is  well  known  among 
New  England  librarians  in  connection 
with  her  work  in  Massachusetts  and  New 
Hampshire.  She  is  librarian  of  the  Pub- 
lic library  of  Manchester,  N.  H. 

Mr  Dudley  is  well  known  as  the  author 
of  boys'  books,  is  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
and  has  been  for  many  years  connected 
with  the  Noble  and  Greenough  school  of 
Boston. 

Mr  Brennan  is  a  prominent  lawyer  of 
Peterborough.  He  has  been  trustee  of 
the  State  library  and,  also,  library  com- 
missioner. Through  his  efforts,  the  li- 
brary bill  providing  for  a  state  library 
worker  was  passed  by  the  legislature. 
The  appropriation  to  make  the  bill  ef- 
fective, however,  was  stricken  out  so  that 
this  much  of  a  handicap  for  the  present 
is  put  on  what  otherwise  would  have 
been  a  very  promising  situation. 
Central  Adutic 

Edna  H.  France,  N.  Y.  State,  '17,  has 
been  appointed  temporary  assistant  in  the 
New  York  state  library. 


Public  L 

H.  L.  Hughes,  librarian  of  the  Public 
library  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  was  married 
to  Ethel  Mary  McKee,  April  26,  at 
Trenton. 

Arthur  R.  Blessing,  N.  Y.  State,  '17, 
goes  to  the  Public  library  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  on  July  I  as  head  of  the  ref- 
erence department. 

Cari  L.  Cannon,  N.  Y.  State,  '17,  will 
go  to  the  New  York  public  library  July 
1  as  general  assistant  in  the  Central  ref- 
erence department. 

Miss  Susan  R.  Clendenin,  Pratt  '01, 
has  given  up  her  position  as  librarian  of 
the  firm  of  Trowbridge  and  Ackerman  to 
accept  a  position  in  the  library  of  the  J. 
P.  Morgan  Company. 

E.  M.  Jenks,  N.  Y.  State  library 
school  "03,  is  working  with  the  Red  Cross 
in  New  York  city,  classifying  the  appli- 
cants for  war  service  and  indexii^;  the 
cards  containing  these  records. 

Edmund  R.  Pearson  who  writes  The 
Librarian  column  of  the  Boston  Tran- 
script is  in  the  officers'  training  camp  at 
Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.  Mr,  Pearson  has  been 
editor  of  publications  for  the  New  York 
public  lUirary. 

Frances  Kaercher,  New  York  P.  L. 
'15,  has  resigned  her  position  as  assist- 
ant librarian  of  the  Public  library  of 
Pottsville,  Pa.,  on  account  of  home  obli- 
gations. Grace  E.  Howard,  Wis,  '17,  has 
been  elected  to  the  vacancy. 

An  innovation  in  library  reports  is 
offered  by  the  Public  library  of  Brook- 
lyn, N,  Y.,  whose  report  is  intentionally 
made  up  almost  exclusively  of  statistics. 
"Only  the  salient  features,  which  of 
necessity  should  be  a  matter  of  record," 
are  included  in  the  report.  Circulation 
for  the  year,  5,349,382  v.  This  was  less 
than  in  previous  years  owing  to  the  epi- 
demic which  closed  the  children's  room 
July  7-Scptember  25.  Borrowers.  348,631. 
Books  on  the  shelves,  873,792.  Over  70 
members  of  the  staff  resigned  within  the 
year,  most  of  them  to  accept  positions 
with  higher  salaries. 

The  report  of  the  Public  library  of 
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Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  records  the  registra- 
tion in  the  young  people's  department, 
4,924;  borrowed  for  home  use,  53,953  v. 
Books  were  sent  to  19  schools,  10  play- 
grounds and  the  vacation  school.  These 
report  a  circulation  of  11,859  v.  The 
library  observed  Good  book  week.  The 
mounted  picture  collection  reports  a  cir- 
culation of  3,506.  The  library  borrowed 
2,429  slides  from  the  State  library.  Five 
exhibits  were  held  during  the  year  and 
25  lectures  were  given  in  the  library 
building.  The  civic  organizations  held  24 
meetings  and  20  meetings  of  dubs  and 
societies  were  held  in  the  library.  The 
library  distributed  14  book  lists  and  3 
booklets.  The  number  of  volumes  cir- 
culated, 189,128;  total  number  of  bor- 
rowers, 22,844;  population,  60,000. 

Central 

Luther  L.  Dtckerson,  librarian  of  Grin- 

nell  Collie,  Grinnell,  Iowa,  has  joined 

the  Officers'  training  corps  at  Fort  Snell- 

ing,  Minn. 

M.  S.  Dudgeon,  secretary  of  the  Wis- 
consin library  commission,  is  a  member 
of  the  County  board  of  defense  at  Madi- 
son, Wis, 

J.  T.  Gerould,  librarian  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Minnesota,  has  been  appointed 
field  chairman  of  the  Red  Cross  in  that 
state. 

Blanch  V.  Watts,  N.  Y.  State,  'lO-'ll, 
will  be  the  instructor  in  cataloging  and 
reference  work  at  the  Iowa  summer  li- 
brary school, 

Mary  A.  Tawney,  N.  Y.  State,  '15-'16, 
has  succeeded  Ethel  I.  Berry  as  librarian 
of  the  Franklin  Avenue  branch  of  the 
Minneapolis  public  library. 

Prof  W.  E.  Jillson,  librarian  of  the  Puh- 
lic  library.  West  Allis,  Wis.,  addressed 
the  students  of  Racine  college  on  Library 
methods  in  modem  business. 

Mrs  Amy  S,  Hobert,  librarian  of  the 
Woodland  branch  of  the  Public  library 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  has  offered  her  res- 
ignation to  take  effect  July  1,  to  become 
director  of  the  Girls  Employment  Bureau 
at  a  salary  of  $1800. 
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Marcus  Skarstedt,  Illinois  '11,  for  six 
years  librarian  of  Augustana  college, 
Rock  Island,  Illinois,  has  been  elected  li- 
brarian of  the  Public  library  of  Evans* 
ton,  Illinois,  to  succeed  the  late  Mary 
B.  Lindsay. 

Miss  Cora  Hinkins  for  some  time  con- 
nected with  the  Chicago  public  library 
and  later  librarian  of  Sears,  Roebuck  and 
Company,  Chicago,  was  married  May  26, 
to  Fred  D.  Farrar.  Mrs  Farrar  will  con- 
tinue her  work  as  librarian  while  her  hus- 
band is  away  in  the  war. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  library 
of  Jackson,  Mich.,  records  a  total  circu- 
lation of  172,033  v.;  number  of  borrow- 
ers, 9340;  receipts,  $13,847  with  an  ex- 
penditure of  $13,347.  During  the  year, 
the  library  was  presented  with  a  bronze 
replica  of  St.  Gaudens'  Lincoln  and  a 
cash  bequest  making  possible  the  pur- 
chase of  a  phonograph  and  records  which 
have  been  successfully  used  for  public 
concerts  and  for  musical  work  with  the 
children. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  library 
of  Decatur,  111.,  records  the  most  remark- 
able year  in  the  history  of  that  library. 
During  the  year,  139,195  books  were  cir- 
culated, an  increase  of  28  per  cent  over 
the  circulation  of  last  year.  Card  hold- 
ers niunber  9450,  almost  21  per  cent  of 
the  population  of  Decatur.  A  library 
week  was  held  last  December  which  aided 
greatly  in  bringing  people  to  the  library. 

Mrs  Alice  G.  Evans  has  been  recently 
relieved  ol  the  administrative  duties  of 
the  library  at  her  own  request. 

The  forty-third  annual  report  of  the 
Public  library  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  re- 
cords 207,798  V.  on  the  shelves ;  circula- 
tion, 701,049  V.  Among  the  gifts  re- 
ceived during  the  year  were  $5000  from 
Mrs  H.  H.  Lee,  for  reference  books  and 
furniture  for  the  new  library  building  and 
James  Whitcomb  Riley's  gift  of  a  piece 
of  the  ground  on  which  the  new  library- 
is  being  built  and  which  gives  room  for 
two  large  additional  wings  should  neces- 
sity demand  them.  The  comer  stone  of 
the  new  building  was  laid  in  March,  1916. 

Ethel   Pierce  Underbill,   director  of 


children  work  at  the  Public  library, 
Youi^stown,  O.,  has  resigned  her  posi- 
tion to  be  married  on  June  16  to 
Robert  F.  Eastman. 

Miss  Underbill  is  a  graduate  of 
Vassar  college  and  of  the  Pittsburgh 
training  school.  She  is  well  known  as 
a  children's  worker  in  Brooklyn  and 
before  going  to  Youngstown  was  li- 
brarian of  the  children's  department  of 
the  Public  library,  Worcester,  Mass. 

The  forty-fourth  annual  report  of  the 
Public  library  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  states 
that  the  increased  revenues  available 
January,  1916,  have  made  it  possible  to 
renew  the  board's  activities  in  extending 
the  work  of  the  library  in  the  circulation 
of  books  as  well  as  in  the  extensive 
changes  in  the  main  building.  The  total 
number  of  agencies  through  which  books 
are  distributed,  is  944;  total  circulation 
for  the  year,  4,802,432,  an  increase  of  10 
per  cent  over  the  previous  year;  total 
number  of  books  in  the  library,  701,095 ; 
roistered  borrowers,  199,044;  expendi- 
ture for  books,  $72,171. 

The  eighth  annual  report  of  the  Public 
library  of  Gary,  Ind.,  records  number  of 
volumes  on  the  shelves,  64,043,  number 
of  borrowers,  15,754.  There  was  a  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  readers  of  26,000 
owing  to  increased  work  available  in  the 
city  and  to  the  cessation  of  the  formal 
visits  of  the  children  in  classes  from  the 
schools.  Circulation,  411,294  v.;  fiction, 
36.3  per  cent;  population,  55,000.  The 
library  club  rooms  were  used  for  420 
meetings  of  70  different  organizations, 
with  an  attendance  of  16,579  persons. 
Receipts  for  the  year,  $40,942 ;  totol  ex- 
penditures, $32,199. 

A  salary  increase  affecting  more  than 
400  of  the  employees  of  the  library  and 
aggregating  annually  $40,000,  has  been 
authorized  by  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Chicago  public  library.  The  ruling 
was  based  on  the  feeling  of  the  board  that 
the  library  must  pay  wages  sufficient  to 
retain  its  tried  employees  and  to  encour- 
age suitable  recruits  to  enter  its  service. 
The  salary  list,  as  published,  contains  sal- 
aries from  the  lowest  $420  for  the  pages 
to  the  librarian's  salary  of  $8,500. 
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The  increased  salaries  were  made  pos- 
sible by  a  diversion  of  the  fine  money 
which  heretofore  has  been  given  to  the 
Employes  Pension  fund  to  the  salary 
fund. 

Miss  Faith  E.  Smith,  for  eight  years 
with  the  Chicago  public  library,  has  re- 
signed her  position  and  will  remove  to 
southern  California  in  the  summer.  Miss 
Smith  came  to  the  Chicago  public  library 
from  the  Carnegie  library  of  Pittsburgh 
and  organized  the  work  for  the  young 
people  in  the  Chicago  public  library, 
which  she  supervised  until  two  years  ago 
when  she  was  released  to  give  her  entire 
time  to  the  training  class  connected  with 
the  library.  Miss  Smith  will  become  the 
general  secretary  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A  at 
Los  Angeles. 

Miss  Ada  F.  Whitcomb,  for  many 
years  librarian  of  the  Hiram  Kelly 
branch  of  the  Public  library,  Chicago, 
will  succeed  Miss  Faith  E.  Smith  as  head 
instructor  of  the  training  class  of  the  Chi- 
cago public  library. 

Charles  E.  Rush  has  been  elected  li- 
brarian of  the  Public  library  of  Indian- 
apolis. He  will  begin  his  work  sometime 
during  the  summer, 

Mr  Rush  was  bom  in  Indiana  and  lived 
there  until  he  graduated  from  Earlham 
college  in  1905.  He  was  an  assistant  in 
the  Earlham  college  library  during  his 
course  and  afterwards  had  experience  in 
various  libraries  before  going  to  the  New 
York  State  library  school,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1908.  He  was  for  a 
time  in  the  Newark  public  library  and  aft- 
erwards became  librarian  of  Jackson, 
Michigan,  going  from  there  to  become  li- 
brarian of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  later 
he  went  to  lake  charge  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

The  Public  library  of  Indianapolis  will 
move  into  its  new  building  within  the  next 
few  months  when  the  enormous  task  of 
reorganizing  it  along  modem  lines,  will 
be  undertaken  by  Mr  Rush  and  his  staff. 
South 

Miss  Anise  Sandford,  formerly  at  the 
Public  library,  St  Joseph,  Mo.,  has  been 
appointed  librarian  of  the  Public  Ubrary, 
Coffeyville,  Kans. 


Miss  Nannie  Stagg  for  15  years  libra- 
rian of  the  Public  library,  Harrodsbui^, 
Ky.,  resigned  her  position  and  Mrs  F,  G. 
Curry  was  elected  to  succeed  her. 

Florida  is  said  to  be  the  only  state 
without  a  state  library.  A  bill  has  been 
introduced  in  the  legislature  of  that  state 
to  provide  a  state  library  department. 

Cornelia  S.  Love,  N.  Y.  State,  '17,  has 
been  appointed  assistant  cataloger  at  the 
University  of  North  Carolina,  Chapel 
Hill.  She  will  begin  her  duties  there 
Sept.  1. 

Miss  Betsy  T.  Wiley  has  been  elected 
librarian  of  the  Public  library  of  Dallas, 
Texas,  to  succeed  Miss  Rosa^M.  Leeper, 
resigned,  who  has  held  that  position  for 
the  last  16  years. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  library 
of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  records  number  of 
volumes  on  the  shelves,  24,490;  circula- 
tion, 112,232  v.;  borrowers,  12,972; popu- 
lation, 44,941 ;  receipts,  $8,198. 

Mrs  W.  A.  Lauenstein,  formerly  Miss 
Corinne  Mitchell,  for  some  time  an  as- 
sistant in  the  order  departments  of  the 
St.  Louis  and  Qeveland  public  libraries, 
died  at  her  home  in  St.  Louis,  May  21, 
1917. 

The  twelfth  annual  report  of  the  Pub- 
lic library  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  shows  a 
total  circulation  of  173,487  v.;  registered 
borrowers,  10,588 ;  books  on  the  shelves, 
41,697;  receipts,  $15,839;  expenditures, 
$15339;  population  80,000. 

Miss  Mary  D.  Pretlow  has  assumed 
her  duties  as  librarian  of  the  Public  li- 
brary, Norfolk,  Va.,  succeeding  the  late 
William  H.  Sargeant.  Miss  Pretlow  has 
had  a  wide  experience  in  public  library 
work,  having  been  connected  with  sev- 
eral branch  libraries  in  New  York  City 
and  St.  Louis. 

A  new  library  building  was  opened  to 
the  public  at  Tampa,  Florida,  April  20, 
with  appropriate  ceremonies.  The  li- 
brary building  is  a  gift  of  Andrew  Car- 
negie of  $50,000.  The  city  furnished  the 
lot  worth  $15,000  and  a  gift  of  several 
thousand  books  was  received  from  L.  H. 
Lothridge  of  New  Jersey. 
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The  Carnegie  library  o£  Woodward, 
Okla.,  was  opened  recently  under  the 
auspices  of  the  club  women  of  the  city. 
Mrs  II,  B.  Hall,  librarian,  was  efficiently 
helped  in  the  organization  of  the  li- 
brary by  Mrs  J.  A,  Thompson  of  Chick- 
asha.  The  library  is  a  $10,000  gift  from 
the  Carnegie  corporation  of  New  York 
City. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  library 
of  Muskogee,  Okla.,  records  number  of 
volumes  on  the  shelves,  12,359;  circula- 
tion, 81,909 ;  meetings  held  in  the  library, 
222;  borrowers'  cards  in  force,  5,719,  and 
expenditures,  $6,531.  In  addition,  the 
library  has  spent  $780  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  colored  branch,  the  statistics 
of  which  are  not  included  in  those  given. 

A  public  reception  celebrated  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  libran"  buildii^  of  Ne- 
vada, Mo.,  May  11,  The  library  is  a  pft 
from  Mr  Carnegie,  Several  gifts  from 
the  clubs  of  the  city  add  to  the  attractive- 
ness of  the  building.  L.  B.  furniture  and 
soft  tinted  walls  make  a  beautiful  in- 
terior. The  library  is  the  result  of  the 
long  and  faithful  work  of  Mrs  W.  W. 
Prewill  and  Mrs  O.  T.  Vedder  and  other 
club  women. 

Wert 

Edna  Rupp  has  been  appointed  librar- 
ian of  the  North  D^ota  historical 
society,  Bismarck,  N.  D. 

Chalmers  Hadley,  librarian  of  Denver, 
is  helping  a  Red  Cross  campaign  in  the 
Dakotas,  Montana  and  Idaho. 

W.  T.  Auld  of  Omaha  has  given  $15,- 
000  to  Guide  Rock,  Neb.,  for  a  public 
library  buildii^. 

Pacific  cout 

County  library  systems  have  been  es- 
tablished in  Shasta  and  Sutter  cotmties, 
California. 

The  salary  of  the  state  librarian  of 
California  has  been  increased  from 
$3,600  to  $5,000  a  year. 

Gare  Crtswell  in  the  circulation  de- 
partment of  the  Tacoma  public  library, 
has  resigned  owing  to  the  illness  of  her 
mother. 

A  collection  of  the  famous  Ciutis' 
Indian  books,  valued  at  $3,000,  has  been 


presented  to  the  Public  library  of  Pasa- 
dena, Cal.,  by  Miss  Susan  H.  Stickney. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  San  Diego,  Cal.,  records  number 
of  volumes,  62,325 ;  total  circulation, 
403,517;  population,  92,449;  receipts, 
$37,434.  and  borrowers,  18,913. 

Grace  Hall  of  the  Tacoma  public 
library  was  granted  a  month's  leave  of 
absence  to  attend  a  series  of  lectures  and 
to  take  special  studies  in  children's  work 
at  the  Portland  (Ore),  public  library. 

Plans  are  being  formulated  to  open 
the  main  library  mornings  in  Tacoma, 
beginning  the  last  half  of  the  year,  pos- 
sibly as  early  as  June  18.  Since  January 
1,  the  main  hbrary  has  been  closed  morn- 
ings due  to  an  18  per  cent  cut  in  the 
library  budget. 

The  Carnegie  Coiporation  reports  that 
of  the  34  communities  in  the  state  of 
Washington  having  Carnegie  libraries  all 
are  now  fulfilling  their  contracts  with 
the  Cam^e  Corporation  by  appropriat- 
ing at  least  10  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  the 
building  for  annual  maintenance. 

At  the  Tacoma  public  library  the  rule 
authorizing  the  transfer  of  children  from 
the  juvenile  to  the  adult  department  at 
the  age  of  16  has  been  changed  so  that 
children  will  now  be  transferred  to  the 
adult  department  on  entering  high  school. 
Those  under  16  not  attending  high  school 
will  be  transferred  when  in  flie  judgment 
of  the  children's  librarian  they  are  ready 
for  it. 


The  new  Municipal  library  of  Mon- 
treal was  opened  to  the  public  on  May 
13  by  Marshall  Joffre  on  the  occasion  of 
his  visit  to  the  city.  The  distinguished 
visitor  was  received  with  great  acclaim 
and  was  presented  a  golden  key  to  the 
library  by  Mr  Gameau,  the  librarian,  in 
a  short  address  to  which  he  replied 
briefly,  and  then  signed  the  visitors'  ras- 
ter, his  being  the  tirst  name  inscribed. 


For  Salt— rA€  Nation,  1904-14,  Bound, 
except  1914,  The  Survey,  v.  21-31.  Un- 
bound, complete.  Price,  $30  for  both. 
Room  738, 110  N,  Wabash  Ave,,  Chicago, 
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f  T  is  recognized  all  over  (he  country  that  we  earned  this  repu- 
tation because  we  have  on  hand  at  all  times  a  more  complete 
assonment  of  the  books  of  all  publishers  than  can  be  found  on  the. 
shelves  of  any  other  bookdealer  in  the  entire  United  States.  Our 
stock  comprises  agricultural  and  technical  works,  theological  and  relig- 
ious books,  school  and  college  text  books,  etc.,  besides  the  works  in 
miscellaneous  literature  that  one  expects  to  find  in  a  general  book  store. 

OUR  LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

is  devoted  exclusively  to  the  interests  of  Public  Libraries.  Schools 
Colleges  and  Universities,  and  our  long  experience  and  familiarity 
with  this  special  branch  of  the  book  business  enables  us  to  offer  a 
most  efficient  service. 

We  should  like  to  have  all  librarians  visit  our  store  with  the  same 
natural  ardor  expressed  by  Mr.  Bennett,  or  if  not  in  town,  to  have  a 
natural  tendency  to  send  us  their  book  oruers. 

LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

A.  C.  McCLURG  &  CO.,  Chicago 
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The  Carnegie  library  of  Woodward, 
Okla.,  was  opened  recently  under  the 
auspices  of  the  club  women  of  the  city. 
Mrs  II.  B.  Hall,  librarian,  was  efficiently 
helped  in  the  organization  of  the  li- 
brary by  Mrs  J.  A,  Thompson  of  Chick- 
asha.  The  library  is  a  $10,000  gift  from 
the  Carnegie  corporation  of  New  York 
City. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  library 
of  Muskogee,  Okla.,  records  number  of 
volumes  on  the  shelves,  12,359;  circula- 
tion, 81,909 ;  meetings  held  in  the  library, 
222;  borrowers'  cards  in  force,  5,719,  and 
expenditures,  $6,531.  In  addition,  the 
library  has  spent  $780  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  colored  branch,  the  statistics 
of  which  are  not  included  in  those  given. 

A  public  reception  celebrated  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  library  building  of  Ne- 
vada, Mo.,  May  II.  The  library  is  a  gift 
from  Mr  Carnegie.  Several  gifts  from 
the  clubs  of  the  city  add  to  the  attractive- 
ness of  the  building.  L,  B.  furniture  and 
soft  tinted  walls  make  a  beautiful  in- 
terior. The  library  is  the  result  of  the 
long  and  faithful  work  of  Mrs  W.  W. 
Prewill  and  Mrs  O.  T.  Vedder  and  other 
club  women. 

Wctt 

Edna  Rupp  has  been  appointed  librar- 
ian of  the  North  DAota  historical 
society,  Bismarck,  N.  D. 

Chalmers  Hadley,  librarian  of  Denver, 
is  helping  a  Red  Cross  campaign  in  the 
Dakotas,  Montana  and  Idaho. 

W.  T.  Auld  of  Omaha  has  given  $15,- 
000  to  Guide  Rock,  Neb.,  for  a  public 
library  building. 

Pacific  coast 

Counh'  library  systems  have  been  es- 
tablished in  Shasta  and  Sutter  counties, 
California. 

The  salary  of  the  state  librarian  of 
California  has  been  increased  from 
$3,600  to  $5,000  a  year. 

Oare  Criswcll  in  the  circulation  de- 
partment of  the  Tacoma  public  library, 
has  resigned  owing  to  the  illness  of  her 
mother, 

A  collection  of  the  famous  Curtis' 
Indian  books,  valued  at  $3,000,  has  been 


presented  to  the  Public  library  of  Pasa- 
dena, Cal.,  by  Miss  Susan  H.  Stickney. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Piiblic  li- 
brary of  San  Diego,  Cal.,  records  number 
of  volumes,  62,325;  total  circulation, 
403,517;  population,  92.449;  receipts, 
$37,434,  and  borrowers,  18,913. 

Grace  Hall  of  the  Tacoma  public 
library  was  granted  a  month's  leave  of 
absence  to  attend  a  series  of  lectures  and 
to  take  special  studies  in  children's  work 
at  the  Portland  (Ore),  public  library. 

Plans  are  being  formulated  to  open 
the  main  library  mornings  in  Tacoma, 
beginning  the  last  half  of  the  year,  pos- 
sibly as  early  as  June  18,  Since  January 
1,  the  main  library  has  been  closed  morn- 
ings due  to  an  18  per  cent  cut  in  the 
library  budget. 

The  Carnegie  Corporation  reports  that 
of  the  34  communities  in  the  state  of 
Washington  having  Carnegie  libraries  all 
are  now  fulfilling  their  contracts  with 
the  Carnegie  Corporation  by  appropriat- 
ing at  least  10  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  the 
building  for  aimual  maintenance. 

At  the  Tacoma  public  library  the  rule 
authorizing  the  transfer  of  children  from 
the  juvenile  to  the  adult  department  at 
the  age  of  16  has  been  changed  so  that 
children  will  now  be  transferred  to  the 
adult  department  on  entering  hi^  school. 
Those  tmder  16  not  attending  high  school 
will  be  transferred  when  in  tiie  judgment 
of  the  children's  librarian  they  are  ready 
for  it. 

CaiuidK 

The  new  Municipal  library  of  Mon- 
treal was  opened  to  the  public  on  May 
13  by  Marshall  Joffre  on  the  occasion  of 
his  visit  to  the  city.  The  distinguished 
visitor  was  received  with  great  acclaim 
and  was  presented  a  golden  key  to  the 
library  by  Mr  Gameau,  the  librarian,  in 
a  short  address  to  which  he  replied 
briefly,  and  then  signed  the  visitors'  regis- 
ter, his  being  the  nrst  name  inscribed. 


For  Sale^rA*  Nation,  1904-14.  Bound, 
except  1914.  The  Survey,  v.  21-31.  Un- 
bound, complete.  Price,  $30  for  both. 
Room  738, 110  N.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago. 
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zne  largest  oooRSwre  in  ine  wona." 

S»iOitd>^UTonChiaigo,pagt43,"TouTniattdStatta,"biiAnMBmMtt 

¥T  ia  recognized  all  over  the  country  that  we  earned  this  repu- 
tation because  we  have  on  hand  at  all  times  a  more  complete 
assortment  of  the  books  of  all  publishers  than  can  be  found  on  the. 
shelves  of  any  other  bookdealer  in  the  entire  United  States.  Our 
stock  comprises  agricultural  and  technical  works,  theological  and  relig- 
ious books,  school  and  college  text  books,  etc.,  besides  the  works  in 
miscellaneous  literature  that  one  expects  to  find  in  a  general  book  store. 

OUR   LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

it  devoted  exclusively  to  the  interests  of  Public  Libraries,  Schools 
Colleges  and  Universities,  and  our  long  experience  and  familiarity 
with  this  special  branch  of  the  book  business  enables  us  to  offer  a 
most  efficient  service. 

We  should  like  to  have  all  librarians  visit  our  store  with  the  same 
natural  ardor  expressed  by  Mr.  Bennett,  or  if  not  in  town,  to  have  a 
natural  tendency  to  send  us  their  book  oruers. 

LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

A.  C.  McCLURG  &  CO.,  Chicago 
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The  Largest  RetaU  Book  Business 

with  two  complete  book  stores,  New  York  snd  Pbila* 
delphia,  each  msnaged  by  Book  Speclalisti,  is  ia  the 

John  Wanamaker  Stores 

Librarians  will  find  our  facilities  the  best  and  the  prices  lowest.  We  have  first  call 
DD  any  special  opportunities  which  publishers  have  to  offer  and  caturally  have  the 
pick  of  the  best  the  market  affords.  Any  book  extant  is  here,  or  will  be  secured  if 
attainable  anywhere.  We  specialize  in  procuring  out-of-print  books.  Lists  for  quo- 
tations receive  prompt  sttenlion.   The  following  catalogues  will  be  sent  upon  request: 

Catalogue  of  Book  Bargains 

Issued  Id  February 
SO  per  cenf  to  80  per  cent  below  paMication  price* 

Handy  Catalogue  of  Books,  Magazines  and  Book 
.^peciab  for  1917 

JOHN  WANAMAKER 

Philadelpbla  New  York 


Chivers  Binding  for  Public  Libraries 

NEW  BOOKS 


Olivers'  binding  helpa  books  to  serve  from  Hrinl:i-fivt  lo  fifty  mart  iimtt  tlun 
BUT  otber  binding.  The  wiving  ollacted  Is  not  only  on  the  blndlnsi  but  •lao  In  tb* 
cost  of  the  volume. 

Books  bound  In  Cblvere*  metbode  Dever  require  reblndinc  uid  are  AvmllKble  tor 

OLD  BOOKS  REBOUND 

Indlnr  of  books  In  Chlvers'  methods  insures  permanence,  that  Is,  the  book 
that  It  will  last  Intaot  a»  long  as  the  pages  are  clean  enough  for  servloeL 

MAGAZINE  BINDING 

s  done  In  Chlverif 


t  free  to  Public  libraries. 
f  not,  you  are  mlsaioK  our  speolal  llata  ot  n*w 


CHIVERS  BOOK  BINDING  COMPANY,  Inc. 

911-913  Adantk  Avenue  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 
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UBRARY 
SERVICE 
DEPARTMENT 

A  unique  addition  to  the  librarian's 
working  force,  whoie  recent  organi- 
zation  is  brought  to  your  attention. 

THE  PLAN.  There  are  constantly  being  added  to  our  publica- 
tion list,  books  in  many  classes  (non-fiction)  which  should  prove  them- 
selves of  undoubted  value  on  the  shelves  of  public  libraries.  A  post-card 
request  sent  to  our  nearest  office  will  bring  to  any  librarian  announce- 
ments of  such  books  in  the  form  of  catalogue  cards.  Additional  cards 
(up  to  four)  will  be  furnished  free  on  request  with  each  copy  of  the 
book  and  others  upon  payment  of  one-half  cent  each  to  cover  cost  of 
printing, 

NOTE.  Tlun  carii  confarm  in  nMt  aiiif  lypoorapky  te  Library  cf  Conerm 
litndardt.  Librariani  art  aikti  to  eoiprratr  in  makina  tiii  itrrict  ent  of  gntmint 
tfcitncy. 

BOOKS  FOR  LIBRARIES 

By  James  H.  Breasted.  $1.60 

I   RooicTCll  uid.  "The  bui  book  of  iti  kind 

THE  PRACTICAL  COOKBOOK  By  Hartaret  W.  Howard.      .72 

>   large  number  of  citcfultr-lcslcd   ncipci 

For  Garden  Lovers 

SCHOOL  AND  HOME  GARDENS  By  W.  H.  D.  Meier.      JO 

in  foitering  an  inlelligent  tort  of  cirdent 

GARDEN  FARMING  By  L.  C.  Corbett  $2.00 

Coniidirg   in   detail   each    vcgelable,    in  melhttd)  of  eutlure.   and    iti  economic   and 
bounicil  italu).     Empbasii  ii  upon  priciical  melhods. 

AGRICULTURE  FOR  BEGINNERS  (Revised  Ed.) 

Burkett,  Steven*,  and  Hill.      J80 

S«U  fortta  in  Mmple   manner  the  fundamenlal  fictt  of  agriculture  for  Tounf  people 
of  (own  or  country. 

THE  ESSENTIALS  OP  AGRICULTURE  By  H.  J.  Waters.  $1.25 

GINN  AND  COMPANY 

Boston  New  York  Chicago  London 

Atlanta  Dallas  Columbus  San  Francisco 
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MEW    RUSSIA 

The  rudiiig  public,  influenced  by  leccDt  cTenlt.  u  inteiealecl  in  Rnniaii  lite; 
ture  Bad  hiatoiy. 

An  nnnotated  lilt  of  ibe  beat  RuMian  books  available  in  EngUah  tranaUtioB*  1 
been  publiihed  la  the  May  iiiue  of  our  THE  MONTHLY  BULLETIN. 
Writa  for  it. 

THE  BAKER  &  TAYLOR  CO. 

Whotttalt  Dcolcrf  in  tht  Booki  of  Ml  PvUiihrnn 

354  Fourth  Ave.  NEW  YORK  At  Twentr-sith  ! 


A    Fresh    Up-to-date    Library    Jonrnal 

Public  Libraries 

Price  12.00  a  year  In  United  stales.  Foreign      i  $1.25 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

Six  Norlb  MlcUgan  Avenue 


The  Direct  Line 

From  ChicBso  and 
PoinU  Northwettto 

LOUISVILLE 


MONON  ROUTE 


Chletso,  IndliBipoIli  1:  LonlavUla  Ry. 

Deleipites  to  the  AmrricKii  Library  As- 
sociation June  21-27  will  find  the  Monon 
service  coovenient.  All  Steel  Sleeping 
Cars.  Automatic  Saretj  Block  SlffnalB. 
Stop-over  privileEes  at  the  famous 

French  Lick-Weal  Baden  ^ringa 

Fsr  lafarmatisB,  rsHrTaUaah  addrau 
HERBERT  WILEY.  Ca.  Aaaat.  Pau.  DapL 
IMaa.ClarhSt..CUcaaa 


Our  Library  Department 

•nppIlM  accaratel^  and  piomptly 

Books  of  All  Publisheirs 

Our  dlBcounta  ataad  the  test 
of  competitlva  qaoutlon,  and 
for  jreara  we  hive  anppUed 
the  chief  public  and  nnirer- 
sfty  libraries  of  tiie  United 
States  and  Canada. 
I.et  OB  act  as  your  agents. 
It  will  save  yon  all  detail, 
and  much  expense. 

Charles  Scribner's  Sons 

597  nnh  ATtnna  NEW  YORK  CITY 
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William  H.  Rademaekers  &  Son,  ^nd"^ 

BiiuJen  for  the  Newaric  Free  Public  Library 
Comer  of  Chester  Avenue  and  Oraton  Street        Newark,  New  Jersey 

W«  make  Library  Bookbinding  a  ipeciBlty  and  tuperviM  all  out  work. 
Over  thirtj  vean*  experience  in  all  Branchei  bai  taUBhl  u(  what  Binding  ii  moM  (uitable 
for  Libiarie*  •od  Schoola. 

«Ucb  «•  «■  Vmt  hm  •(  ckut*  m  jm  aar  •••  •  m^Ic  ef  aw  wwh 

Pay  ■>  a  eiatt 


SM^MZrab.,  12 
AAfyrpficmUtt 


DECIMAL  CLASSIFICAHON 

Ed   ff.  Iff  IS.  (iiImJ  a^  aduid 

Cloth  H:  hdl  fiBxiU  Panlan,  ar  hall  koiI  f, 

pint  IMMtaoernm  Albanr.N.  Y.  OQ41b.    lodai 

■loaa:   olotb  H:  full  Parmlia  or  bait  Boat  J4. 

Plaapoatacaoallb. 

To  be  bad  at  all  bnnctiai  o(  Library  Bnreaa 

and  o(  O.  K.  Steeheit  *  Co. 

Aidrm  al  HaU  Oidan  DIaact  ta    PnbBibw* 

FOREST  PRESS 

LAKE  PLACID  CLUB,  ESSEX  CO.  N.  Y. 


QUALITY  HRSTT 

BOOK  BINDING 

Tw«ntr  f  ean'  experience  for 

Public  Librariea 

<A1I  Throush  the  CouDtry] 
WWt«  for  Prica*  €Utd  Book  ofParttcuUnm 

IHE  BOOK  SHOP  BINDERY 

314-322  Waal  i^wiit  5ti«a>  Ctfaafa.  B. 


Tke  B\i£f  Buckram.  Binding  of 

MfEBSTER's  New  Inteknational 

Dlctionaiy.  It  Is  now  recommended  in  preference  to  the  sheep  binding  for 
use  in  Schools,  PubUc  Libraries,  Offices,  Homes,  or  wherever  subjectw  to 
hard  and  constant  serrice. 

TcBtB  prove  that  this  Buckram  excels  other  binding  raateriala  in  strenffth, 
astance  to  rubbing  wear,  to  stretching,  tomoisture,  to  thefadingeSect 
sunlight,  etc.  Since  1907  the  United  States  Government  has  used  it 
_r  permanent  publications.  Many  librarians  insist  upon  the  Buckram 
binding.  For  more  than  two  years  thb  binding  of  the  New  Intema- 
tioaaloas  successfully  met  the  severe  tests  of  actual  constant  use. 
The  NEW  INTERNATIONAL  is  The  One  Supreme  Authority. 
It  is  an  all-knowing  teacher,  a  universal  question  answerer,  made  by 
specialists  to  meet  your  needs. 


tr  M.M1  SobJact*.  TlMniiaiMli  of  otlw  rtfwaocaa.  tMt  Illuatn- 
>.  37M  FBflM.  Hnndreda  of  NEW  Wonla  not  Olran  In  aar  othir 
kmmrj.    iMValuablaTablaa  nfColna,  Watthta.  SaUftlouaSacn.Mc 


Wrfta  far  aaafla  pasaa  al  Ranlar  i 
«.  A  C  MmMAM  I 
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G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons 

Pobltshers,  Booksellers  and  Library  Agents 


We  are  the  only  American  house  handling  tibrsry  business  that  has  its  ovn 
London  braneh  store.    We  make  purchases  dirtct,  paying  co"""'"''ons  to  no  one. 

CORRESPONDENCE       SOLICITED 


QUALITY  AND  SERVICE 

in  Bookbinding  for  Libraries  at  Minimum  Cost 

Our  Miiidiw  HoMen  are  die  Simpleit  aad  Beat  on  die  Hifkel,  at  a  Price  Uial  Will  Surpriae  Ym 

WAGENVOORD  &  CO. 

LIBRARY   BINDERS 
WHITE  FOR  PART1CULAB3  LANSING,   MICHIGAN 


FINE  INKS 

and 
ADHESIVES 

For  those  who 
KNOW 

IDnwtDB  Inki 
Blernal  WrlUns  Inh 
EnaroHlnB  Ink 
Dnwin;  Boud  Pule 
Liquid  PkIc 
Office  PmM 
VeseUbIc  Glue.  Etc. 

An  the  Flnut  and  Beit  Inkj  and  AdheilTM 


M  HIaaliu' lok*  and  AdhetlvM.  TbejrwOl 
M  a  rarMctfoa  to  voa ,  UcT  an  u  iwMt ,  cleaa, 
mn  pat  at,  uid  witaal  u  Mfklsnt.  Tbaaa 
ggOU  u«  MpadaUr  adapted  Im  Ubiaiy  bm. 

At  Dealen  GeDCTBllr 

CHAS.  M.  HIGGINS  &  CO.,  Mfrs. 

<BraDCliew  CblCM^,  Landonl 
271  Ninth  Street.       Brooklrn.  N.  Y. 


IMPORTANT  TO  UBRARIANS 
A  Typewriter  Exceptional 

Tht  Multiplex 
Hammond 


Two  Hts  of  tnt  IB  nch  machine :  "Jm*  Ton 
thm  Ksob"  Pruto— obc  or  the  ethtt—hUBdnda  lo 
Klect  from,  and  tvtty  known  laniuaic. 

Chanffe  your  type  En  an  inatant  frcNa 
ima   ityle  to  another — or  anj  lan(aa(c. 

WritH  Wn  card*  fUt. 

Thn  maat  prnctienl  macsUsa  for  UlniT  Wmk 

t-nw*  trpa  for  bosk  tlllu.  — ■■»,  ate 

Saiali  for  I 

AUD 


TIh  priBdnU  UbnilH  al 
"M™moBd7^ 

Catalvs  for  Iba  nddna 

Hammond  Typewriter  Co. 

543  E.  SMb  Saraat  at  Eaat  Kwm 
NawYarkatr.N.V. 


A  Splendid  Rug  Book  at  a  Great  Bargain 

JOHN  KIMBERLY   MUMFORD'S  "The  YErkw  CoUection  of  Oriental  Car- 

peti."  With  a  Critical  Text  Containing  twentyseven  f acumile  repro- 

ductiotu  in  cokur.     The  limited  DeLuxe  Chinese  Silk  Portfolio, 

iesued  to  aubscribera   oa\y  at  $75.00   net 

Oar  pfke  ^2330  (We  have  two  ct^n  only) 

IHE  MORRIS  BOOR  SHOP,  24  N.  Wabash  Avenue,  ChicaKO,  Illinois 


Fifty  years  serving  Libraries 
should  count  for  some  stEuidarcl 

BOOKBINDING 

Why  not  get  in  touch,  Mr.  Libnrian> 
Samplaforlhe  omI^ 

R.P.rmckler'"'^'' 


NOTE 

We  wish  to  call  special  atten- 
tion to  our  advertising  pagea. 
We  appreciate  the  cordial 
support  of  our  advertisers,  and 
trust  our  friends  will  not  over- 
look the  excellent  offerings 
made  in  their  announcemento. 


The  H  R  H  Portfolio  and 
Magazine  Cover 

is  what  you  have  loos  wished  for 

An  expansible  portfolio  that  will  hold  firmly  and  securely 

magazines,  prints  or  loose  papers 

Can  be  laid  flat  on  the  shelf  or  stood  upright.  May  be  lettered  on  back  as  a 
book.  Unlike  portfolios  of  the  bellows  variety  it  is  always  compact  and  neat- 
lookios  whether  holding  a  few  prints,  or  six  or  even  twelve,  issues  of  s  msga- 
zine.  Has  adjustable  rack,  top  and  bottom  flaps  and,  if  desired,  can  be  fitted 
with  side  flap  also,  giving  contents  complete  protection  from  dust 

Strongly  made  so  as  to  be  serviceable,  yet  not  expensive 


Manufactured  for  THE   H.    R.    HUNTTING   CO. 

Booksellers  and  Publishers  Springfield,  Mass. 
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THE  WAR 


TN  view  of  the  present  situalion  we 
venture  to  assure  our  American  cor- 
respondents and  friends  that  our  business 
is  being  maintained  as  usual,  and  that 
shipments  both  by  mail  and  freight  are 
being  forwarded  regularly  We  therefore 
trust  our  correspondents  will  not  hesitate 
to  forward  their  orders  as  usual  and  even, 
if  possible,  increase  them,  as  the  main- 
tenance of  business  relations  will  be  of 
great  assistance  to  all  classes,  and  we  in- 
vite your  cordial  co-operation  in  keeping 
our  conmiercial  relations  intact. 

A  LL  orders  for  books— new,  old  or 
■^*-  rare — Autographs,  Engravings,  Pe- 
riodicals, etc.  will  receive  our  usual 
prompt  attention. 


Messrs.  B.  F.  Stevens  &  Brown 

4  Trafalgar  Square,   Charing  Cross, 
London,  W.  C. 

New  York  Agency — 16  Beaver  Street 
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Published  by  Library  Bureau 

6  N.  Miehifan  Ave. 


Chicago,  IlUiioii 


REAPy  IN  AVGVST 

KROEGER'S  GUIDE  TO  THE  STUDY 
AND  USE  OF  REFERENCE  BOOKS 

Revised  Throughout  and  Much  Enlarged 

ISADORE  Gilbert  Mudge 

Reference  Ubranan,  Cohimhia  University 

Special  Pre-Publication  Price,  $2.00 

LAST  OPPORTUNITY ! 

Price  After  Publication  (2.50 


AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  PUBLISHING  BOARD 
78  EAST  WASHINGTON  ST.,  CHICAGO 


6%  First  Mortgage  Bonds 

Secured  by  a  Mut  Importuit  Natnral  Resource — G»al 

Value  of  security  nearly  three  times  total  loan. 
Net  earnings,  substantially  above  requirements, 
assured  by  long-time  lease  and  contracts. 
Ownership  possessed  by  one  of  the  largest  and 
best-known  consumers  in  the  Middle- West. 
Production  directly  in  charge  of  old-established, 
experienced  coal  operators. 
Ample  sinking  fund  provision. 
Denominations  of  $500  and  $1000,  to  net  6%, 
Send  for  circular  No.  988M. 

(B.t.bU>bel  1865)  10  So.  La  Salle  S<ne<,  Chlcato 
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A  Special  Offer 

The  kindly  messages  from  those  who 
were  reached  by  the  appeal  in  April 
number  of  Public  Libraries  were  high- 
ly appreciated  and  will  bear  fruit  in 
future  numbers. 

To  reach  still  others,  a  special  offer 
is  made  of  a  subscription  to  Public  Li- 
braries from  June,  1917,  to  January, 
1918,  for  One  Dollar,  as  a  trial  subscrip- 
tion. 

Send  in  an  order  today.    It  will  pay. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES, 
6  North  Michigan  Ave., 

Chicago. 

P.  S.  Did  you  send  for  the  Catalogs 
mentioned  by  our  advertisers  ? 

P.  L. 


ibyGoogle 


Dolized  by  Google 


Dolized  by  Google 


Public  Libraries 


Vol.  22 


(MONTHLY) 

July  1917 


No.  7 


Th«   Financial  Responsibility  of  the 

Library  Trustee  to  the  Community* 
GeOTEc  B.  Utlc7,  Secretary,  A.  L.  A.,  Chicago 

There  are  three  kinds  of  library 
trustees :  those  who  spend  too  much  time 
in  the  work,  those  who  do  not  spend 
enough,  and — the  good  trustee.  The 
first  class  is  small  (fortunately)  but 
sometimes  very  vexing;  the  second  is 
large,  but  not  so  large  as  it  used  to  be; 
and  the  third  class  is  the  power  which 
keeps  the  library  as  a  public  institution 
in  operation. 

The  trustees  in  the  first  class — the 
kind  who  devote  too  much  time,  to  thdr 
duties — do  not  realize  they  are  there, 
would  be  greatly  surprised  if  told  they 
were  over-doing  their  work,  and  were 
misinterpreting  their  functions.  Where 
found  they  are  a  nuisance — they,  bear 
down  so  heavily  on  the  machinery  that 
their  weight  almost  stops  it.  A  librarian 
once  confided  to  me:  "I  have  a  trustee 
who  is  one  of  my  personal  friends,  and 
also  one  of  my  greatest  problems.  Every 
afternoon  about  four  o'clock,  just  in  the 
busiest  part  of  the  day  he  comes  saunter- 
ing in.  If  I  am  in  the  reference  room 
or  at  the  card  catalog  or  helping  people 
in  the  open-shelf  room  he  hunts  me  up, 
drags  me  back  to  my  office,  insists  on 
talking  over  all  sorts  of  plans,  for  the 
library  and  otherwise,  and  is  oblivious 
of  the  fact  that  the  public  are  needing 
me  and  that  I  ought  to  be  out  working 
with  them." 

Another  librarian  took  me  into  his  con- 
fidence. "Last  year  Mr  Blank  was  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  our  library  board. 
Soon  after,  he  had  a  desk  moved  into 
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my  office  and  since  then  he  has  spent 
more  time  there  than  in  his  own  business 
office.  All  my  work  has  to  be  done  with 
him  under  my  feet;  he  has  to  pass  on 
every  project  undertaken,  however  small, 
has  to  approve  every  method  employed, 
feels  that  every  technical  detail  must  be 
explained  to  his  complete  understanding 
and  satisfaction.  He  Js  a  good  man ;  he 
doesn't  know  that  his  constant  presence 
annoys  and  embarrasses  me ;  he  thinks  he 
is  doing  his  duty,  and  in  his  heart  I 
believe  he  congratulates  the  community 
that  his  own  business  permits  him  to 
spend  so  much  time  on  the  affairs  of  the 
library." 

This  worthy  man  simply  overlooked 
the  generally  accepted  principle  that  the 
trustee  or  director  is  not  expected  to  con- 
cern himself  with  method  and  detail,  but 
to  look  instead  to  results;  that  the  trus- 
tees of  a  library  employ  an  executive 
called  a  librarian  to  carry  out  policies 
and  instructions,  and  are  not  particu- 
larly concerned  how  he  does  things  so 
long  as  he  achieves  the  desired  ends. 

The  second  class,  the  trustee  who  does 
not  devote  time  enough  to  his  trust,  is 
large  and  familiar  to  us  all.  Here  be- 
longs the  trustee  who  thinks  he  has  per- 
formed his  whole  duty  when  he  comes 
to  the  monthly  meeting,  and  then  forgets 
the  obligation  until  the  pleading  voice  of 
the  librarian  a  month  later  urges  him  to 
come  over  to  help  make  a  quorum. 

Some  excellent  men  are  in  this  class. 
As  a  librarian  I  have  had  them  on  my 
boards  of  trustees.  One  I  recall  with 
particular  gratitude  and  appreciation. 
He  was  a  man  of  large  affairs ;  many  in- 
terests engaged  his  attention  from  early 
morning  until  far  into  the  night ;  a  quar- 
ter-hour interview  with  him  had  to  be 
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arranged  ahead  through  the  medium  of 
his  secretary;  but  when  once  the  door 
dosed  behind  me  in  his  private  office, 
or  he  took  his  seat  at  the  meeting  of  the 
board,  his  valuable  time  and  his  capable 
brain  were  completely,  undividedly  at  my 
command  and  at  the  service  of  the  li- 
brary. But  when  I  had  gone  or  he  had 
left  the  meeting  I  felt  reasonably  sure 
that  no  thought  of  the  library  would  of 
his  own  initiative  ever  enter  his  busy 
mind.  And  I  could  not  help  regretting 
that  so  much  good  judgment,  business 
wisdom  and  penetration  of  mind  were 
not  more  frequently  at  the  disposal  of 
the  public.  TTiere  is  many  a  man  (and 
woman)  like  this  gentleman  whom  I 
have  mentioned;  service  "Al"  in  every 
respect  so  far  as  it  goes,  solving  well 
the  problems  put  to  him  (or  her)  but 
never  reaching  out  into  the  community 
and  giving  time  and  constructive  energy 
of  his  own  accord  to  the  public  trust 
committed  to  him. 

And  what  is  the  task  committed  to 
him,  this  public  trust  of  which  we  hear 
so  much?  The  trustee  who  attends  a 
meeting  of  librarians,  or  even  a  trustees' 
meeting  is  perhaps  tempted  to  wonder  if 
he  has  any  duty ;  to  wonder  whether  or 
not  that  heaven  endowed  creature,  the 
omniscient  and  ubiquitous  librarian, 
does  not  fill  every  desideratum,  bridge 
every  yawning  chasm  of  inefficiency,  and 
anticipate  every  struggle  of  the  mental 
and  spiritual  gymnast.  Of  course,  we 
Itbrarians  are  marvels  like  to  which  ages 
gone  before  have  never  seen  I  But  in 
our  rare  moments  of  introspection  we 
do  admit,  at  least  the  older  ones  among 
us  do,  that  we  have  a  few  limitations 
and  that  after  all  we  are  not  absolutely 
beyond  needine  some  assistance. 

So  then,  to  repeat,  what  is  the  func- 
tion of  a  library  trustee?  Briefly  this: 
To  choose  a  good  librarian,  and  to  create 
and  maintain  conditions  under  which  he 
can  do  his  best  work.  And  this  is  no 
small  obligation.  So  large  is  it  that  he 
who  measures  up  to  its  standard  never 
confuses  the  director  and  the  executor, 
never  forgets  that  the  good  director  of 
a  successful  business  chooses  a  superin- 
tendent  or  general   manager   and   then 


lets  him  superintend  and  manage.  So 
large  is  the  Task  that  he  who  grasps  its 
significance  finds  a  multitude  of  ways 
for  interpreting  the  library  to  his  fellows, 
and  for  helping  the  librarian  to  a  better 
knowledge  of  his  local  conditions. 

But  we  are  not  to  consider  at  this 
time  the  whole  duty  of  the  library  trus- 
tee, but  rather  to  limit  our  thoughts  to 
one  important  aspect:  his  financial  re- 
sponsibility to  the  community. 

In  the  first  place,  let  me  say  a  word 
as  to  the  personnel  of  the  board.  Time 
was,  as  you  know,  when  "much  love  and 
some  knowledge  of  books"  were  consid- 
ered the  sole  qualifications  for  a  library 
trustee — and  much  the  same  was  thought 
true  for  the  librarian.  And  so  to  the 
"literary  lights"  of  the  town  or  the  city 
were  consigned  the  business  policies  of 
the  library  (so  far  as  there  were  business 
policies  in  those  days),  and  to  the  super- 
annuated clei^man  or  teacher,  or  the 
impecunious  widow  of  some  prominent 
citizen  fell  the  lot  of  "Keeper  of  the 
books."  Experience  has  taught  us  to  do 
things  differently.  We  still  need  and 
expect  no  less  love  and  knowledge  of 
the  printed  page  among  our  board  mem- 
bers and  truly  not  less  among  our  li- 
brarians, but  as  the  public  library  has 
taken  its  place  among  the  institutions 
supported  from  the  public  purse,  we  need 
directors  and  administrators  skilled  in 
the  ways  of  public  finance.  Particularly 
it  is  important  that  the  former  shall  be 
influential  with  the  city  officials  and  able 
to  talk  the  language  of  the  budget  com- 
mittee of  the  common  council  and  of  the 
city  treasurer.  So  the  prime  financial 
responsibility  is  familiarity  with  the 
city's  financial  affairs  in  general,  intelli- 
gence in  their  discussion  and  acquaint- 
ance with  those  who  for  the  time  being 
are  holders  of  the  purse-strings.  I  know 
of  a  library  in  a  neighboring  state  which 
two  years  ago  was  reduced  almost  to 
the  depths  of  penury.  The  reason  was 
that  no  representative  of  the  librarj- 
board  appeared  before  the  budget  com- 
mittee of  the  council  to  present  the  H- 
brary's  needs  for  the  year  and  so  that 
august  body  appropriated  just  what  i( 
pleased  and  no  more.    When  a  member 
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of  the  board  was  asked  how  such  a  thing 
happened,  he,  being  a  truthful  man,  had 
to  confess  that  the  trustees  entirely  for- 
got that  it  was  budget  making  time. 
Parenthetically  we  might  add  that  it  was 
inexcusable  for  the  librarian  to  let  the 
trustees  forget,  except  that  we  are  not 
here  dealing  with  the  shortcomings  of 
that  long-sunering  being.  But  such  neg- 
lect and  forgetfulness  on  the  part  of  the 
trustees  were  to  my  way  of  thinking  in- 
excusable, and  a  community  which  in 
consequence  suffers  for  a  whole  year 
from  inadequate  library  service  has  the 
right  to  do  something  drastic. 

One  reason  why  trustees  do  not 
oftcner  present  a  clearer  and  more  defi- 
nite outline  of  the  library's  needs  is  be- 
cause they  have  not  a  clear  vision  them- 
selves. They  do  not  see  the  public  li- 
brary in  all  its  potential  possibilities  as 
a  power  for  public  service ;  do  not  grasp 
its  value  to  the  business  man  as  a  labora- 
tory of  business  facts ;  do  not  appreciate 
how  wonderfully  school  libraries  are 
helping  teachers  and  pupils  in  these 
days  and  how  much  more  wonderful  are 
the  untried  possibilities  in  this  direction ; 
do  not  realize  that  the  working  man  is 
only  just  b^inning  to  understand  that 
there  may  be  something  within  those 
walls  for  him.  Mr  Dana  of  Newark, 
says  the  library  as  yet  has  made  no  real 
impression  on  American  life;  that  it  is 
just  an  eddy,  a  side-current  in  the  great 
stream  of  activity,  greatly  under-appre- 
ciated, little  understood  and  practically 
unknown  to  the  thousands  who  pass  it 
by.  This  is  not  very  welcome  to  the 
ears  of  trustees  and  librarians,  but  if 
it  is  true  the  sooner  we  recognize  its 
truth  and  face  the  situation  the  better. 
And  a  long  step  on  the  road  to  improve- 
ment is  better  appreciation  by  city  offi- 
cials of  what  libraries  are  aiming  to  ac- 
complish. I  have  said  that  sometimes 
trustees  have  not  the  vision  themselves. 
Why  not  ?  One  reason  is  that  sometimes 
the  librarian  has  not  the  clear  vision. 
It  is  unfortunate  for  the  trustee  not  to 
have  it;  it  is  fatal  for  the  librarian  to 
lack  it.  I  am  discussing  the  financial 
responsibilities  of  the  trustees  to  the 
community,  but  this  is  entirely  germane 


to  our  subject.  If  your  librarian  is  not 
inspired  with  the  possibilities  of  service 
and  thrilled  with  the  dream  of  what  she 
would  like  the  library  to  become,  how 
can  you,  as  a  trustee,  be  sufficiently  en- 
thusiastic to  present  the  financial  needs 
of  the  institution  in  a  persuading  way  to 
the  proper  city  authorities?  And  how 
can  you  expect  your  librarian  to  have 
all  these  necessary  qualifications,  this 
power  to  dream  dreams  and  ability  to 
make  them  come  true  if  you  are  paying 
too  paltry  a  salary  to  tempt  any  woman 
of  education,  culture  or  mental  discern- 
ment? You  see  it  comes  right  back  to 
the  financial  part  of  your  obligations  in 
the  most  practical  sort  of  way.  Were  it 
not  for  the  fact  that  many  wcwnen  re- 
ceive far  less  than  they  earn  and  deny 
themselves  of  what  their  souls  long  for, 
or  else  that  parents  or  other  relatives 
support  the  library'  by  lodging  the  li- 
brarian at  a  mere  nominal  fee,  our  libra- 
ries would  not  be  as  well  conducted  as 
they  are,  and  it  is  a  part  of  your  finan- 
cial responsibility  to  see  that  something 
more  than  a  living  wage  is  offered  to  the 
one  from  whom  you  should  have  the 
right  to  expect  so  much. 

The  trustee  is  the  one  who  can  best 
talk  finances  to  the  community  at  large. 
Somebody  must  do  it.  Don't  leave  it 
to  the  librarian.  He  can't  do  it  nearly  as 
effectively  as  you  can.  People  will  not 
be  very  greatly  impressed  by  the  libra- 
rian pleading  for  more  money.  They 
will  say,  "That's  his  business :  isn't  that 
what  he  is  paid  for"?  No,  it  isn't.  He 
is  paid  to  "boom"  the  library,  to  empha- 
size it,  to  interpret  it  to  the  community, 
to  make  known  its  service,  and  to  give 
it  to  all  who  desire  it,  but  just  so  far  as 
his  has  to  be  a  money  caU,  just  so  far 
his  message  ts  weakened.  Leave  his 
hands  free  to  do  the  work  for  which 
your  effort  provides  him  money.  Give 
your  librarian  time  and  opportunity  to 
go  about  in  the  community  and  get  in 
personal  contact  with  all  classes  of  its 
people.  But  see  to  it  that  you  take  the 
financial  burden  yourself.  The  librarian 
by  all  means  should  feel  acquainted  with 
the  town  or  city  government  and  with 
the  people  who  are  conducting  it  and 
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should  take  an  occasional  hand  in  the 
discussion  of  the  library  finances  with 
those  officials,  but  you  as  the  trustee, 
should  take  the  initiative— you  should  let 
it  be  known  that  the  librarian  is  not 
the  only  one  who  is  interested  or  con- 
cerned in  this  problem ;  that  you  recog- 
nize it  as  a  business  man's  problem  and 
one  which  should  be  discussed  with  your 
business  associates.  Chances  are  the  li- 
brarian was  not  a  resident  of  the  town 
until  he  became  your  librarian ;  can  not 
know  its  local  traditions,  and  the  pecu- 
larities  of  its  citizens,  as  you  know  them. 
This  is  something  for  you  to  do  for  the 
library;  a  service  just  as  important  as 
to  sit  in  a  board  meeting  and  look  wise 
and  vote  with  the  majority.  It  makes 
you  an  every-day  trustee  and  not  one 
of  the  once-a-month  varie^.  And  when 
you  get  into  the  swing  of  this  kind  of 
service  you  will  feel  that  being  on  the 
board  is  worth  while.  Once  on  a  time 
when  I  was  a  librarian  a  gentleman  came 
to  me  and  said:  "I  would  like  to  get  on 
the  library  board."  I  asked  him  why. 
"Well,"  he  said,  "it  seems  to  me  that 
it  would  be  a  good  stepping-stone  to 
some  other  city  office.  It  gets  your  name 
before  the  public,  you  have  a  chance  to 
associate  with  prominent  men,  and 
there's  not  very  niuch  work  to  do,"  It 
hopeless  to  explain  to  such  a  man  all 
that  a  library  trustee  ought  to  be.  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  notwithstanding 
plen^  of  money  and  a  genial  personality, 
two  very  good  qualifications,  he  did  not 
become  a  member  of  the  board. 

'  It  is  now  becoming  quite  the  practice 
even  for  small  libraries  to  prepare  budg- 
ets, and  I  understand  that  Indiana  is 
especially  advanced  in  this  respect  and 
so  perhaps  there  is  a  little  need  for  em- 
phasizing that  matter  here.  By  all  means 
every  library,  however  small,  should 
carefully  prepare  a  budget  each  year,  and 
what  is  equally  or  more  important  should 
live  by  it. 

There  is  a  tendency  in  some  quarters 
to  prepare  a  pretty  well-balanced  budget 
and  then  forget  it,  to  estimate  that  $SX) 
can  be  spent  lor  books,  $100  for  binding, 
$2,000  for  salaries,  $150  for  light  and 
heat,  $200  for  incidentals,  and   so  on. 


Then,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  budget  is 
not  based  on  the  actual  experience  of 
previous  years,  they  find  it  doesn't  woric ; 
that  by  the  ei^th  or  ninth  month  all  the 
money  in  some  funds  is  used  up  and  they 
have  to  draw  from  some  other  fund  to 
make  it  up.  So  the  incidental  item  goes 
up  from  $200  to  $400;  light  and  heat 
from  $150  to  $200.  This  increase  has  to 
be  balanced  somewhere,  so  the  book  fund 
suffers,  and  just  as  the  fall  rush  comes 
on,  the  librarian  finds  that  the  $200  in  the 
salary  appropriation  which  was  to  pro- 
vide extra  assistance  has  vanished  into 
printing,  stationery,  catalog  cards,  a  new 
table,  or  a  strip  of  cork  carpet.  Do  you 
say,  these  things  would  have  had  to  be 
bought  even  if  the  budget  had  been  dif- 
ferent ?  Yes,  but  the  librarian  then 
would  have  known  where  she  stood ;  she 
would  not  have  counted  on  doing  that 
extra  work  through  extra  assistance,  and 
would  not  have  been  embarrassed  by 
promising  the  Minerva  club  books  she 
couldn't  buy. 

"If  there  is  any  one  thing,"  said  a  city 
official  recently,  "which  a  city  council 
is  accustomed  to  hear,  it  is  the  familiar 
phrase:  'We  need  more  money;'  and 
unless  backed  up  by  well-marshalled  rea- 
sons and  explanations  as  to  where  and 
how  and  why,  the  plea  is  not  going  to 
prove  a  very  moving  one."  The  fire  de- 
partment, the  police  department,  the  paric 
board,  the  street  commissioners  are  all 
going  to  present  carefully  prepared  item- 
ized budgets  showing  just  exactly  where 
they  need  that  money  and  what  the  re- 
sult will  be  if  the  amount  is  cut  yonder, 
and  unless  your  reasons  are  equally  log- 
ical and  arranged  in  as  bu&iness-Iike  a 
way,  yours  is  going  to  be  the  body  which 
can  easiest  be  refused.  Ai"!  i^  y°o  get 
what  you  ask  for,  spend  it  in  the  manner 
you  have  specified,  or  next  year  you  are 
going  to  have  difficulty  in  again  per- 
suading the  council  that  you  are  running 
the  library  on  a  business  basis. 

We  have  just  said,  if  you  get  your 
money  spend  it  as  you  have  agreed  yon 
would  in  your  budget  and  I  want  for  a 
moment  to  emphasize  that  word  spend. 
There  is  a  tendency,  unfortunately,  for 
some  boards  charged  with  the  disburse- 
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ment  of  public  funds  to  misinterpret 
th.eir  du^,  and  to  feel  that  because  it  is 
an  excellent  habit  for  an  individual  to 
spend  a  little  less  than  he  earns,  so  in 
the  same  wa^  it  is  laudable  for  a  board 
of  public  officials  to  spend  a  little  less 
each  year  than  is  appropriated ;  to  have  a 
gradually  increasing  balance  to  meet  an 
emergency,  buttd  an  addition  to  the 
stacks,  put  in  a  new  floor  covering,  or 
new  chairs,  or  do  something  else  which 
cannot  be  done  out  of  the  appropriation 
of  any  one  year.  They  do  not  stop  to 
think  that  it  is  obviously  unfair  to  spend 
money  on  next  year's  public  which  this 
year's  public  has  entrusted  to  them  to  be 
spent  for  its  own  use.  New  York  Li- 
braries in  an  excellent  article  in  May 
of  diis  year  (1916),  calls  this  practice 
"misapplied  economy."  I  think  it  would 
be  well  for  all  trustees  to  read  that  sane 
and  logical  presentation  of  the  subject. 

To  quote  briefly: 

The  library  is  organized  as  an  agency 
not  for  holding  or  accumulating 
money,  but  for  apending  money.  Its 
sped  fie  object  and  duty  is  to  turn  money 
inio  book  jtrmct  for  the  community.  In 
respect  to  money,  it  thus  occupies  a  posi- 
tion just  the  reverse  of  that  occupied  by  a 
business  organization.  The  object  of  the 
latter  is  the  turning  of  ideas  and  enterprise 

I  money.     The  object  of  the  library  n 


by  spending.  Library  trustees  give  a  cor- 
rect account  of  their  stewardship  b^  show- 
ing, not  bow  money  intrusted  to  their  hands 
has  been  safely  kept  or  increased,  but  how 
it  has  been  used  in  the  intellectual  and 
spiritual  enrichment  of  the  community. 

The  library  depends  ultimately  for  its  sup- 
port on  public  favor,  and  this  favor  will 
correspond  to  the  amount  of  service  it 
renders.  A  dollar  in  the  treasury  serves  no 
one,  wins  favor  from  no  one.  That  dolUr 
spent  in  meeting  book  needs  in  the  com- 
munity  strengthens  the  library's  hold  on 
the  heart  and  purse  of  every  one  benefited. 
The    surest    way   to    strengthen   a   library's 


that  saveth  his  life  shall  lose  it." 

Village,  town  and  city  authorities 
not  be  impressed  with  the  need  of 
brary  for  increased  appropriations,  or 
for  the  continuance  of  the  present  appro- 

Crialion,  when   its  treasury   shows  that  it 
as  found  no  appropriate  use  for  the  money 


clare  that  it  has  more  income  than  it  knows 
how  wisely  to  spend;  and  this  is  ttf  con- 
demn it  for  incapacity  and  to  injure  its 
future  chances  for  adequate  support. 

As  with  all  the  higher  institutions  of 
society,  the  work  of  a  library  must  be  based 
on  faith—faith  in  itself,  faith  in  its  mission 


id  faith  in  the  community.  Its  strength 
and  success  will  depend  more  on  the  pos- 
session and  exercise  of  such  a  faith  than 
on  any  balance  in  its  treasury.  It  must 
rest  its  assurance  of  future  support  not 
must  rest  its  assurance  of  future  support  not 
on  its  cash  in  hand  but  on  the  work  it  is 
doing.  It  must  count  as  its  greatest  asset 
not  what  it  has  received  but  what  it  has 
given  to  the  community.  To  be  SO  anxious 
about  the  future  that  it  is  willing  to  cripple 
its  present  service  to  provide  a  material 
guaranty  against  possible  contingencies,  is 
to  show  doubt  of  Its  community  and  to  suf- 
fer the  inevitable  results  of  a  feeble  faith. 
If  therefore  a  new  roof  or  a  new 
heating  plant  is  needed,  it  is  unques- 
tionably wiser  frankly  to  say  so  in  your 
budget  and  ask  for  an  accordingly  in- 
creased appropriation,  and  if  the 
amount  is  too  large  for  one  year's  in- 
come to  handle  successfully,  make  your 
contract  permit  of  partial  payments  so 
that  you  can  take  care  next  year  of 
what  you  can't  this.  That  will  put 
some  responsibility  on  the  public  to 
see  a  thing  through  which  they  have 
authorized  begun,  and  it's  a  good  thing 
to  let  the  public  know  that  the  library 
is  put  to  it  for  funds  with  which  to  do 
its  work. 

The  other  day  I  heard  Mayor  Con- 
ger, of  Galesburg,  make  this  startling 
.statement:  "It  is  dangerous  for  an  in- 
stitution always  to  come  out  at  the  end 
of  the  year  with  money.  Bankruptcy 
for  a  public  institution  is  sometimes  a 
most  excellent  thii^."  And  I  don't 
know  but  he  was  right.  Certainly  some 
of  our  most  successful  public  enter- 
prises lean  largely  to  this  way  of  think- 
ing. I  have  heard  prominent  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  men  say  it  was  always  their  pol- 
icy for  the  association  to  spend  a  lit- 
tle more  each  year  than  its  income. 
Then  every  few  years,  when  the  bur- 
den became  heavy  and  interest  on  their 
notes  too  important  an  item,  they 
would  have  a  public  campaign,  get 
everybody  acquainted  with  what  they 
were  doing,  and  what  they  wanted  to 
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do,  and  in  this  way  raise  enough  money 
to  liquidate  all  obligations.  Then  they 
would  start  in  to  do  the  same  thing 
over  again.  This  is  not  the  way  for  a 
family  to  live  surely :  but  a  public  in- 
stitution is  quite  different,  and  those 
in  charge  should  appreciate  that  what 
is  economy  for  the  one  spells  lost  op- 
portunity for  the  other.  It  does  the 
community  good  to  stretch  itself  a  lit- 
tle ;  be  a  bit  anxious  how  an  appreciated 
and  valued  public  agency  is  going  to 
get  the  wherewithal  to  perform  its  en- 
larged functions  and  make  its  visions 
of  service  come  true,  and  the  more  anxi- 
ety perhaps  the  more  value  and  the 
greater   appreciation. 


Better   Financial   Support   for    Public 

Libraries 
H.   D.  Cox,   trnatee,  Spiec  public  library, 
Henominec,  Mich. 

If  a  list  of  questions  were  sent  to 
every  public  library  in  the  United 
States,  and  one  of  the  questions  should 
.read,  "What  does  your  library  most 
need?"  it  is  quite  probable  that  nine 
libraries  out  of  every  ten  would  an- 
swer,  "Better  financial  support." 

Visit  almost  any  public  library  and 
listen  to  the  inquiries  made  by  those 
who  use  it,  and  see  how  long  you  have 
to  wait  before  you  hear  the  librarian 
say,  "Yes,  I  know  we  need  that  badly, 
and  if  we  had  'better  financial  support' 
we  certainly  would  get  it  right  away." 
The  reply  is  not  always  made  in  these 
exact  words,  but  the  sentiment  is  ex- 
pressed over  and  over,  day  after  day. 
And  it  is  not  merely  an  idle  excuse  for 
the  shortcomings  of  the  library.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  the  vital  reason  for 
many  of  those  shortcomings,  and  as 
stated  before,  it  is  the  real  problem  con- 
fronting at  least  nine  out  of  ten  of  the 
public  libraries  all  over  the  country.  It 
is  the  problem  on  the  solution  of  which 
depenos,  in  a  very  lai^e  measure,  the 
degree  of  efficiency  of  the  library  work 
done   in   any  community. 

In  looking  up  the  matter  which  has 
been  printed  about  library  management 
and  the  things  relating  to  it,  I  found 


that  while  there  have  been  numerou> 
articles  printed  giving  minute  direc- 
tions in  regard  to  the  best  way  in 
which  to  spend  the  library  appropria- 
tion, there  has  been  very  little  written 
about  what  constitutes  adequate  finan- 
cial support,  or  how  to  get  it;  both  of 
which  questions,  it  seems  to  me,  are 
just  as  important  as,  and  should  nat- 
urally precede,  the  problems  of  expen- 
diture. However,  I  did  find  this  state- 
ment, which,  though  short,  contains 
considerable  food  for  reflection:  "Un- 
til the  library  is  recognized  as  an  in- 
tegral part  of  the  municipality,  and  its 
proper  support  established  as  definitely 
as  that  of  the  streets,  police  depart- 
ment, fire  protection,  schools,  etc.,  it 
will  be  a  struggling  institution." 

This  statement  very  nearly  hits  the 
nail  on  the  head.  The  lilffary  is  a 
struggling  institution.  It  is  usually 
dependent  on  the  City  Council  for  sup- 
port,   that    body    deciding  each  year 


what  amount  shall  be  appropriated 
ch  year  find 


for 


the  library  fund.  Each  year  finds  a 
number  of  new  members  in  the  council, 
and  each  year  there  is  the  task  of  in- 
terviewing the  several  councilmen,  and 
coaxing,  cajoling  or  coercing  them  into 
voting  the  meager  amount  appropri- 
ated by  last  year's  council  so  as  not  ti) 
curtail  the  work  being  done  by  the  h- 
brary.  Then  we  breathe  a  sigh  of  re- 
lief and  say,  "Well,  they  didn't  cut  us 
down  this  year."  One  would  think  that 
after  a  few  years  the  appropriation 
would  be  voted  as  a  matter  of  course, 
without  the  necessity  of  bringing  any 
pressure  to  bear  on  the  council.  But 
it  does  not,  as  a  general  rule,  work  out 
this  way.  If  you  think  it  does,  and 
care  to  take  the  chance,  stay  away  from 
your  councilmen  next  year  and  see 
what  happens.  But  if  you  really  need 
the  money,  I  would  not  advise  you  to 
take  the  chance.  We  did  it  in  Menom- 
inee one  year,  and  our  appropriation 
was  reduced  one-third.  So  we  are  con- 
vinced that,  under  the  present  condi- 
tions, it  is  necessary  to  do  this  work 
annually. 

If  the  statement  I  quoted  a  while 
ago  is  true,  then  this  condition  of  af- 
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fairs  forces  us  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  proper  support  of  the  library  is  not 
established  as  definitely  as  some  of  the 
other  departments  of  our  municipal- 
ities. Funds  sufficient  for  fire  protec- 
tion, or  for  maintenance  of  the  public 
schools,  are  secured  much  more  easily 
than  for  the  library,  which  not  only 
works  hand  in  hand  with  the  school 
authorities  in  the  education  of  our  chil- 
dren, but  is.  the  only  educational  insti- 
tution available  for  those  who  have  fin- 
ished or  are  not  attending  school.  This 
is  certainly  a  condition  which  ought 
not  to  exist.  But  it  does,  and  the  prob- 
lem  is,  how  to  change  it. 

The  public,  in  some  way,  must  be 
brought  to  realize  the  importance  of 
the  work  done  by  the  public  library 
and  the  necessity  for  its  adequate  sup- 
port. A  part  of  this  work  can  be  done 
through  the  library  itself,  if  it  does  the 
kind  of  work  and  gives  the  kind  of  serv- 
ice which  makes  the  people  feel  that 
they  are  getting  their  money's  worth 
out  of  it.  But,  unfortunately,  this  is 
often  only  a  small  minority  of  the  cit- 
izens. The  library  does  not  come  in 
contact  with  all  of  them.  We  even  find 
men  elected  to  seats  in  our  city  coun- 
cils who  do  not  use  the  library  and  who 
know  nothing  of  its  importance  or  its 
proper  support. 

Right  here  comes  in  an  important 
task  for  the  efficient  library  trustee. 
It's  up  to  him  to  educate  such  a  coun- 
cilman up  to  the  point  where  he  can 
and  does  understand  the  library's  needs 
and  is  willing  to  help.  Of  course  the 
tactful  librarian  can  do  much  to  help 
in  cases  of  this  kind,  but  I  believe  it"  is 
a  proper  task  for  the  library  trustee. 
It  is  not  always  an  easy  task.  Some- 
times Mr  Alderman,  feeling  the  dignity 
of  his  position,  and  perhaps  having 
been  elected  on  a  platform  whose  only 
plank  is  economy,  refuses  to  be  per- 
suaded that  it  is  sometimes  economical 
to  spend  money,  and  that  it  is  not 
economy  to  cut  down  the  library  ap- 
propriation. Sometimes  there  seems 
to  be  no  avenue  of  appeal  to  him  direct, 
and  if  there  are  not  enough  votes  in 
sympathy  with  the  library  to  offset  his, 


it  becomes  necessary  to  go  out  into  his 
ward  and  bring  to  bear  on  Mr  Alder- 
man the  pressure  of  influential  voters 
who  can  be  reached.  In  such  a  case  the 
library  trustee  finds  that  his  duty  con- 
sists of  much  more  than  merely  attend- 
ing the  regular  meetings  of  the  board 
and  allowing  the  bills. 

Having  said  this  much  about  ways  of 
getting  better  financial  support,  we 
must  turn  to  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
tion and  consider  "What  is  adequate 
financial  support?"  When  we  go  to  our 
councilmen  and  ask  for  our  library  ap- 
propriation, how  much  shall  we  ask 
for?  The  fixed  expense  of  individual  li- 
braries varies  so  greatly  that  it  is  very 
hard  to  find  any  definite  basis  from 
which  to  figure  out  what  should  be  a 
reasonable  appropriation.  The  Car- 
negie plan  based  the  appropriation  on 
the  cost  of  the  library  building,  requir- 
ing the  city  to  agree  to  spend  annually 
10  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  the  building 
presented  to  it.  It  is  easy  to  see  that 
this  cannot  fairly  determine  the  mat- 
ter, for  a  good  library  in  an  old  frame 
building  may  be  giving  better  service 
and  be  able  to  give  proper  returns  for 
more  money  than  a  poor  library  in  an 
expensive  stone  structure.  It  is  also 
impracticable  to  base  the  appropriation 
on  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  li- 
brary, for  a  library  of  8000  volumes. 
through  the  judicious  expenditure  of 
money  in  other  channels,  may  be  do- 
ing better  work  than  another  library, 
even  though  the  latter  may  have  12,- 
000  volumes.  After  considering  the 
matter  carefully,  I  am  strongly  of  the 
opinion  that  population,  which  repre- 
sents the  size  of  the  community  to  be 
served,  is  the  best  basis  we  have  on 
which  to  figure,  and  that  for  cities  of 
10,000  population  or  over,  about  50 
cents  per  capita,  should  be  considered 
a  fair  appropriation. 

In  towns  and  cities  much  smaller 
than  10,000,  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise 
these  figures  above  50  cents  per  capita, 
as  that  amount  probably  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  pay  the  fixed  expenses, 
consisting  of  heat,  light,  insurance,  re- 
pairs, etc.,  and  allow  the  proper  expen- 
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ditures  for  salaries,  books  and  pen- 
odicals.  I  have  not  had  the  time,  nor 
does  my  experience  make  me  compe- 
tent, to  figure  out  a  sliding  scale  from 
which  one  might  by  rule  determine 
what  a  fair  appropriation  should  be  for 
a  town  of  any  given  size,  and  it  prob- 
ably would  not  fit  in  every  case  even  if 
such  a  scale  were  figured  out.  But  my 
figures  would  give  a  city  of  10,000  in- 
habitants an  appropriation  of  $5000, 
which  under  normal  conditions  ought 
to  enable  them  to  give  quite  efficient 
service. 

When  we  have  determined  the 
amount  we  are  going  to  ask  for,  we 
must  arrange  our  budget,  so  that  we 
may  know  just  what  we  are  going  to 
do  with  the  money,  and  can  give  to  our 
councilmen  a  sufficient  and  intelligent 
reason  for  every  item.  Until  we  can  do 
this,  and  do  it  well,  we  cannot  expect 
the  library  to  be  recognized  as  an  in- 
tegral part  of  the  municipality,  nor  can 
we  expect  its  proper  support  to  be  es- 
tablished as  definitely  as  that  of  other 
departments,  and  the  library  must  con- 
tinue to  be  a  "struggling  institution." 


A  New  Idea? 
One  progressive  institution  in  the 
East  which  receives  no  city  or  state 
aid  is  doing  what  probably  no  other 
institution  in  the  country  is  doing. 
Ralph  L.  Power,  librarian  of  the  Col- 
lege of  business  administration  and 
curator  of  the  Commercial  museum  at 
Boston  university,  is  loaning  books  on 
business  and  allied  subjects  to  libraries 
in  New  England  which  have  call  for 
certain  works  but  are  unable  to  pur- 
chase them.  The  borrowing  library 
pays  the  postage  both  ways  and  the 
books  may  be  kept  only  a  limited  time. 
This  library  loan  of  business  books  is  a 
new  idea  of  Mr  Power.  .There  are 
many  books  which  are  exceedingly 
costly  and  valuable  and  a  great  many 
relating  to  industries  which  must  be 
purchased  from  abroad.  It  is  works 
such  as  these  when  wanted  for  research 
that  Boston  university  is  loaning. — 
Report  of  State  librarian  of  Maine. 


Reading  the  Indicator* 

There  is  no  effect  without  a  cause ; 
no  flaw  in  a  glass  crystal  without  a 
reason ;  no  failure  of  earnestly  desired 
ambition  that  cannot  be  traced  to  some 
fundamentally  weak  place  in  thought 
or  construction.  We,  all  more  or  less 
conversant  with  library  affairs  in  the 
state,  know  that  there  is  much  to  be 
desired  in  the  results  of  such  sincerely 
honest  efforts. 

In  regard  to  salaries  paid  librarians 
and  assistants  and  vacations  granted, 
there  is,  of  necessity,  a  very  elastic 
schedule  because  of  variance  in  con- 
ditions, especially  incomes. f 

These  facts  and  figures  tell  a  great 
many  things,  and  these  things  are  what 
we  are  going  to  talk  about.  The  criti- 
cisms that  are  necessary  to  make  are 
made,  "with  charity  for  all  and  malice 
toward  none."  We,  as  public  cus- 
todians, should  be  able  to  receive  just 
criticism  with  open  minds. 

Every  one  has  his  own  viewpoint. 
It  is  urged  that  each  study  these  statis- 
tics and  think  for  himself.  But  for 
a  few  minutes  I  am  going  to  give  you 
the  viewpoint  of  this  committee. 

The  library  being  such  a  compara- 
tively recent  institution  and  its  growth 
being  so  phenomenal,  the  conditions 
surrounding  it  10  or  15  years  ago  are 
entirely  dif^rent  from  its  environments 
today. 

If  your  board  of  trustees  is  cluttered 
up  with  inanimate  human  beings,  in- 
vertebrates, tight  wads  or  fossils,  it  is 
up  to  you  to  get  awake  to  your  duties, 
which  in  this  case,  means  cultivating 
(if  you  have  not  already  done  so,  as 
you  should)  the  acquaintance  of  your 
Mayor  and  City  Council.  Put  them  iti 
touch,  and  keep  them  there,  with  the 
needs  of  your  library.     Ask  them  to 

•From  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Iowa  library  association  to 
investigate  efficiency,  hours,  salaries  etc.,  in 
the  state.  Read  at  Colfax,  1915.  The  com- 
mittee was  made  up  of  Dr  Cora  Williams- 
Choate,  Marshalltown;  Will  J.  Riley,  Des 
Moines,  and  Miriam  Wharton,  Burlin^on. 

t  (Statistical  table  covering  Iowa  condi- 
tions in  1914-lS  is  omitted.— Ed.| 


D.n.t.z^dhyGoOgle 


Public   Libraries 


appoint  in  vacancies,  wide  awake,  open 
minded  human  beings  who  will  work 
for  the  good  of  the  community.  This 
type  of  people  will  weigh  in  the  balance 
well-paid  efficiency  and  big  results 
against  an  inert  library  because  of  lack 
of  funds  and  underpaid  help,  together 
with  restricted  open  hours  of  service. 

It  is  your  particular  business  (as  a 
trustee)  to  see  that  a  clear,  bright  light 
bums  in  your  City  Council  and  in  the 
mind  of  your  Mayor.  This  can  be 
brought  about  in  many  ways — always 
honorable  ways,  too — but  always 
through  diplomacy.  This  is  an  age  of 
diplomacy-  I  do  not  for  one  moment 
advocate  any  underhanded  business  nor 
any  crooked  work  of  any  kind  whatso- 
ever. What  I  refer  to  is  a  straight- 
forward education  of  your  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  what  (1)  your  library 
is  trying  to  do,  (2)  what  it  really  is 
doing.  (3)  the  results  so  far  obtained, 
(4)  the  reason  why  more  and  better 
results  cannot  or  have  not  been  ob- 
tained. These,  of  course,  vary  accord- 
ing to  your  individual  troubles  and  as- 
pirations. I  mean  to  point  out  clearly 
here  the  fact  that  you  must  do  certain 
things  for  yourselves.  No  rule  or  state 
law  can  cover  all  these  things;  they 
can  only  cover  principles  and  you  must 
do  the  filing  in  with  personally  applied 
thought  and  action.  The  library  board 
is  subservient  to  the  City  Council — 
hence  it  is  your  business  to  make  them, 
not  only  familiar  with  all  your  work- 
ings, but  in  every  way  to  teach  them 
to  make  use  of  it  themselves  in  the 
execution  of  their  official  duties.  Meet 
them  more  than  half  way — take  the 
material  to  them,  anticipate  their 
wants,  show  them  what  a  valuable  in- 
stitution you  have  for  every  one  in  the 
community. 

In  addition  to  this,  you  should  in- 
vite them  to  your  board  meetings  and 
occasionally  make  a  small  social  affair 
of  mutual  interest  and  benefit  and  ar- 
range for  it  on  a  night  when  all  can 
be  present.  All  this  isnot  theory  I  am 
propounding;  it  has  been  done  to  my 
own  knowledge. 

Moreover,  after  you  have  won  the 


City  Council,  it  is  your  business  to 
keep  them  won — won  and  one.  This 
is  as  thoroughly  needed  as  the  winning 
game  is  necessary.  If  you  do  all  this 
(and  perhaps  more  than  I  have  cov- 
ered) it  will  not  be  necessary  to  urge 
very  hard  the  need  of  great  thought 
and  care  being  exercised  in  the  selec- 
tion of  a  suitable  board  member  for  an 
oncoming  vacancy.  That  vacancy 
should  not  be  used  solely  as  a  political 
favor,  but  a  political  favor  can  be  made 
out  of  it  by  appointing  one  who  is  up 
to  date,  a  willing  worker,  an  enthusiast 
for  library  advantages  to  the  commu- 
nity and  one  who  will  not  shirk  attend- 
ance or  duty.  This  type  surely  can  be 
found  among  the  friends  of  your 
Mayor  (and  you  certainly  must  not  ex- 
pect him  to  appoint  an  enemy).  If  you 
can't  find  one  among  his  friends,  you 
must  go  farther  back  and  work,  and 
pray  Heaven  to  help  your  town.  But 
as  a  Board,  library  trustees  should 
never  be  politically  aggressive.  If  you 
keep  thus  clo.'iely  in  touch  with  your 
superior  officers,  how  easy  it  will  be 
for  them  to  see  without  much  effort 
that  you  must  have  an  adequate  in- 
come, that  your  tax  levy  must  be  ade- 
quate, that  growing  usefulness  de- 
mands increased  supply  of  funds,  and. 
emphatically,  that  conscientious  labor 
should  be  recompensed.  Your  libra- 
rian and  staff  earn  more  salary  every 
year  than  they  are  paid,  because  their 
range  of  usefulness  becomes  (or  should 
become)  greater  every  year.  You  and 
I  pay  the  plumber  80c  an  hour,  some- 
times for  good  work,  more  often  for 
bad,  shoddy  work.  His  work  needs 
only  one  set  of  brain  convolutions.  The 
librarian  needs  all  she  can  acquire  and 
she  uses  them  all  to  the  advantage  of 
the  whole  community.  I  believe  very 
few  are  in  the  habit  of  groaning  about 
tax  levies,  when  taxes  are  wisely  and 
advantageously  used.  If  you  have  the 
honor  to  belong  to  a  library  board  ask 
for  a  proper  tax  levy,  and  properly,  but 
not  extravagantly,  use  that  appropria- 
tion all  up  each  year.  See  that  you  get 
returns  for  every  dollar,  and  use  every 
dollar.    The  value  of  a  library  income 


.h.odiy  Google 


270 


Public   Librarie 


is  through  its  usefulness  to  the  com- 
munity and  the  medium  of  exchange 
(from  money  to  usefulness)  is  the  li- 
brarian. Her  salary  should  be  some 
sort  of  an  indication  of  her  value  to 
you. 

Wiae  selecdDa  of  a  librariati 

Above  everything  else  comes  the 
wise  selection  of  the  librarian.  Libra- 
rians differ  from  the  proverbial  poet 
who  "is  bom,  not  made,"  in  that  they 
are  made  as  well  as  born,  but  must  be 
born  with  certain  library  qualities,  as 
no  amount  of  making  can  supply  them 
if  lacking.  Think  over  your  librarian 
and  her  staff.  Analyze  her  to  your- 
selfi  and  determine  whether  or  not  she 
is  a  real  executive  officer  of  your  board. 
Especially  consider  if  she  is  worth  all 
you  pay  her  or  if  she  is  worth  more. 
I!  you  haven't  full  confidence  in  her 
ability  (a  reasonable  and  conscientious 
doubt)  you  had  best  make  a  change 
and  get  one  in  whom  you  do  have 
every  confidence.  Then  do  the  very 
best  that  circumstances  will  allow  in 
the  matter  of  salary  and  vacations. 

Out  of  the  86  librarians  reporting,  we 
have  47  per  cent  who  have  a  college 
education  ;  39  per  cent  who  have  a  high 
school  education ;  19  per  cent  who  have 
library  school  training,  and  38  per  cent 
who  have  had  summer  school  work. 

With  the  librarian,  should  begin  the 
standardization  of  libraries  throughout 
the  state.  The  lack  of  results  often 
lamented  and  wondered  about,  the  in- 
ertia expressed  in  statistical  terms  at 
the  end  of  a  library  year,  are  more  often 
than  not,  the  fault  of  the  one  in  charge 
of  the  library.  There  are  certain  qual- 
ifications a  good  librarian  should  pos- 
sess, and  no  board  should  keep  one  who 
fails  to  come  up  to  standard  in  most 
of  these  specifications. 

1.  She  must  be  well  educated. 

2.  She  must  be  a  good  executive. 

3.  A  good,  sympathetic  mixer. 

4.  A  quick  reader  of  human  beings, 
as  such. 

5.  Broad  enough  to  understand  all 
kinds  and  classes  of  people;  their  hu- 
man strength  and  their  equally  human 
weaknesses. 


6.  She  should  be  able  to  see  your 
viewpoint  as  well  as  her  own. 

7.  She  should  use  her  books  to  the 
best  advantage,  steadily  and  carefully 
aiming  to  improve  the  reading  desire 
of  her  patrons. 

8.  She  should  be  a  live  wire. 

9.  As  an  officer  of  the  city,  she 
should  be  identified  in  every  movement 
of  civic  work,  providing  for  layman 
and  specialist,  basic  material  for  the 
furtherance  of  their  ideals.  For  in- 
stance: In  the  subject  of  garbage  dis- 
posal, she  should  not  leave  one  stone 
unturned  to  provide  reading  matter  for 
the  furtherance  of  interest  of  council- 
man and  day  laborer.  She  is  the  hu- 
man link  between  the  abstract  and  the 
concrete.  She  is  the  nucleus"  from 
which  should  radiate  broad  lines  of 
helpfulness  in  all  directions.  In  order 
to  do  this,  she  should  not  be  restricted 
to  the  library  building.  She  should 
mingle  with  all  classes  of  her  patrons 
outside  the  library  walls.  This  brings 
the  thought  of  the  people  to  the  library. 
If  this  is  not  permitted  she  will  become 
narrow  and  dispirited,  as  well  as  being 
unable  to  best  read  the  needs  of  her 
constituents  and  quite  unable  to  inspire 
the  patrons.  Your  librarian,  your  ex- 
ecutive officer,  should,  by  virtue  of  her 
office,  be  the  judge  when  she  is  able  to 
leave  the  library  to  her  understudies. 
She  is  not  a  good  general  if  she  can- 
not get  out  of  her  assistants  the  proper 
work  in  her  absence. 

In  the  matter  of  education,  the  one  in 
charge  of  your  library  and  the  reading 
of  your  townspeople,  should  never  be 
even  considered  unless  she  has  as  a 
foundation,  at  least  a  high  school  educa- 
tion. Some  of  our  statistics  show  that 
a  few  librarians  in  this  state  have  not 
this  much.  On  this  qualification,  we 
should  unanimously  standardize.  In  ad- 
dition to  this  requirement,  there  should 
be  higher  education  and  special  library 
training.  The  smaller  the  library,  the 
greater  the  imperative  need  for  this. 

Certainly  those  that  can  pay  $50  and 
up  ought  to  insist  on  trainii^  unless  long 
experience  overbalances  the  lack  of  it. 

Trustees  should  remember  when  se- 
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lecting  a  librarian,  no  matter  how  they 
feel  personally,  that  the  library  is  not 
an  institution  for  charity  appointments. 
If  the  library  is  not  getting  best  results 
and  you  are  convinced  that  it  is  due  to 
a  misfit  at  headquarters,  out  of  regard 
to  your  city  she  should  be  shelved,  and 
the  place  filled  by  one  wide  awake  and 
worthy. 

One  ship  goes  east,  and  the  other  goes  west 
By  the  very  same  wind  that  blows. 
'Tis  the  set  of  the  sails  and  not  the   gales 
That  determines  which  way  it  goes. 

Vacationa 

Vacations  liberally  granted  are  as 
"Bread  cast  upon  the  waters."  They  are 
not  only  restful  but  inspiring.  After  one 
of  respectable  length,  the  individual  re- 
turns to  work  with  a  joy  and  enthusiasm 
that  is  not  only  of  life  giving  benefit  to 
her,  but  rebounds  in  multiples  to  the  in- 
stitution for  which"  she  works.  Any  one 
pursuing  a  vocation  that  demands  brain 
work  continually  needs  longer  vacations 
than  one  demanding  muscular  work.  This 
is  a  fact  long  and  well  known.  Nerve 
tissue  takes  the  same  length  of  time  to 
recuperate  that  it  has  taken  to  tire.  Li- 
brarians need,  rot  only  regular  and  com- 
plete absences  from  their  field  of  en- 
deavor, but  they  need  that  time  to  be 
in  proportion  to  what  they  feel  they  re- 
quire. Every  librarain  should  be  granted 
four  weeks'  vacation, — with  full  pay. 
Please  note  the  expression  "complete 
absence  from  field  of  work."  Change  of 
scene  and  change  of  mental  attitude 
bring  the  only  complete  rest.  If  longer 
vacations  than  your  rules  allow  are  asked 
for,  they  should  be  granted  according  to 
the  best  possible  arrangements  that  can 
be  made  by  all  parties  concerned. 

In  small  hbraries,  where  the  income  is 
very  small,  a  vacation  should  be  given 
even  if  you  have  to  close  the  library  for 
two  weeks  or  a  month.  The  reading 
public  could  surely  manage  to  give  this 
time  to  one  who  gives  her  time  to  them 
for  the  remaining  50  weeks  in  the  year. 
But  the  board  members  themselves  might 
take  their  turn  in  filling  her  place,  I 
believe  such  an  intimacy  between  library 
and  trustee  would  be  a  very  convincing 
proof  of  vacation  needs.     We  have  13 


libraries  reported  with  incomes  less  than 
$1000.  Not  one  of  the  librarians  of 
these  13  institutions  have  any  vacations 
on  pay  at  all.  This  is  pitiful.  How  can 
you  keep  from  getting  m  a  rut  if  you  do 
not  have  a  change  occasionally?  Don't 
forget  that  all  work  and  no  play  makes 
anyone  dull.  These  librarians  need  va- 
cation with  full  pay.  If  they  had  not 
their  salary  at  this  time,  it  might  prohibit 
this  much  needed  absence  from  town. 
Getting  away  and  looking  at  people  and 
things  from  a  larger  area  than  the  four 
confining  walls  of  a  library  building  will 
brush  away  the  cobwebs  that  accumu- 
late from  too  close  and  long  associa- 
tion with  petty  things.  A  liberal  policy 
on  the  part  of  the  board  towards  its  staff 
can  only  result  in  good  returns  to  the 
library.  I  very  much  fear  there  is  dan- 
ger of  library  trustees  becoming  hide- 
bound from  lack  of  thought  and  action 
on  this  particular  subject.  Our  statis- 
tics show  it. 

Salaries 
The  two  most  frequent  ways  of  deter- 
mining the  amount  of  salary  for  a  li- 
brary staff  seems  to  be 

1.  By  precedent. 

2,  By  using  40  or  50  per  cent  of  the 
income. 

The  investigating  committee  of  an- 
other state  recommended  the  latter  as  a 
guide.  This  committee  feels  that  the 
former  is  a  lazy  man's  way  of  letting 
some  other  person  do  the  thinking  that 
you  should  do  for  yourselves.  The  lat- 
ter way,  40  or  50  per  cent  of  the  income, 
should  only  be  used  as  a  guide  to  pre- 
vent swamping  other  interests  of  the  li- 
brary. The  nearest  any  library  in  Iowa 
comes  to  the  50  per  cent  mark  is  46.5 
and  that  occurs  in  the  larger  libraries 
where  much  help  is  employed,  and  large 
incomes  are  more  easily  obtained. 

We  feel  that  this  whole  matter  should 
be  carefully  thought  out  in  conjunction 
with  your  own  local  data.  You  are  con- 
versant with  the  details  that  pertain  to 
your  own  establishment.  But  whatever 
you  do,  determine  salaries  on  a  par  of 
worth.  Value  for  value  is  the  only 
guide,  and  will  fit  all  conditions.  Value 
for  value  should  be  determined  after 
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considering : — preparation,  qualifications, 
work  hours  and  results  obtained.  In 
exchange  for  this,  the  best  salaries 
should  be  paid  that  your  income  allows. 
More  than  that,  see  that  your  income  is 
increased  to  a  basis  consistent  with  these 
requirements.  Few  boards  consider  the 
time,  work  and  preparation  required  to 
make  an  adequate  librarian.  A  teacher's 
salary  is  never  thought  too  much  for  the 
work  she  does,  and  she  is  prepared  ordi- 
narily to  fill  only  a  certain  requirement. 
A  librarian  must  be  capable  of  meeting 
the  demands  oi  alt  the  teachers  in  all 
their  different  departments.  She  is 
therefore,  a  multiplied  specialist.  And 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  teachers  is 
only  a  small  part  of  her  work.  She  is 
the  intermediary  between  school  and 
after  life  and  the  guide  of  the  communi- 
ties' literary  tastes.  She  is  a  maker  of 
citizens  in  its  largest  sense.  She  con- 
ducts constant  post  graduate  work.  Her 
hours  are  much  longer  than  the  hours  of 
teachers,  and  she  receives  less  money  in 
proportion.  Surely  she  should  be  enti- 
tled to  the  salary  paid  to  the  special 
teachers  plus  the  additional  time  she 
serves. 

AuiBtants 
An  assistant  should  be  an  embryo  li- 
brarian— a  practical  idealist.  One  rea- 
son for  the  world  wide  reputation  of  suc- 
cess that  is  attached  to  the  Marshall 
Field  Co.  of  Chicago  is  that  each  de- 
partment has  its  trained  head  and  each 
assistant  is  trained  from  the  beginning 
for  fitness  to  advance  to  the  head  at  any 
moment.  This  is  done  in  proper  order 
and  depends  on  the  best  qualifications. 
In  this  way,  no  matter  what  the  emer- 
gency, the  department  is  in  prime  run- 
ning order,  never  crippled  for  the  need 
of  a  suitable  manager.  Library  assist- 
ants should  be  chosen  with  the  same  ob- 
ject in  view.  Those  showing  any  lack 
of  adaptability  to  this  particular  line  of 
work  should  be  excluded  and  the  fit  ones 
used.  Do  not  waste  time  trying  to  fit  a 
square  peg  in  a  round  hole.  Perfect 
frankness  as  to  why  an  applicant  cannot 
remain  after  being  tried  out  is  best. 
After  the  probation  period,  certain  suit- 
able library  training  should  be  advised 


at    some   library   school,   or,   a   college 
course  as  best  suits  the  case. 

It  is  less  possible  to  standardize  as- 
sistants than  librarians.  But  the  better 
their  preparation  and  adaptation  for  li- 
brary work,  the  shorter  time  they  will 
serve  in  the  capacity  of  assistant  and  the 
more  value  they  will  be  to  the  library. 
Like  good  cream,  they  rise  to  the  top. 
Work  hours 

The  hours  at  which  a  library  is  opened 
and  closed  is  purely  a  local  question  and 
should  be  arranged  to  suit  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  public.  Too  many  hours  per 
day  should  not  be  allowed  to  work  a 
hardship  upon  the  employees.  Too  many 
consecutive  hours  depreciate  the  value 
of  mental  work,  for  with  a  constant 
strain  one  cannot  always  keep  up  to  the 
standard  that  a  library  should  try  always 
to  keep  for  its  public.  Considering  the 
incomes  of  libraries  and  the  amount  of 
work  done,  it  is  often  an  impossibility 
to  keep  the  hours  in  accordance  to  the 
laws  of  health  and  standard  work.  Then 
extra  help  should  be  employed  if  possi- 
ble, and  the  board  should  scan  critically 
their  tax  levy. 

Where  your  income  prohibits  extra 
help,  if  there  is  any  altruistic  sentiment 
on  the  part  of  the  board,  some  among 
them  could  serve  a  few  hours  a  week  at 
the  charging  desk.  If  you  are  all  busi- 
ness people  and  this  is  impossible,  make 
a  place  for  some  wide-awake  who  would 
have  leisure  to  use  in  this  way.  It  means 
such  an  unmeasurable  amount  to  the 
small  community  to  have  library  priv- 
ileges with  a  competent  librarian  to  di- 
rect reading  in  right  channels. 

In  our  statistics,  the  average  weekly 
hours  vary  widely  as  do  the  other  things, 
but  a  careful  survey  of  these  facts  and 
figures  reveals  that  the  work  hours  and 
the  salaries  are  sadly  out  of  proportion. 
It  would  seem  wise  to  clear  up  the  other 
things  and  then  make  the  salary  and 
length  of  work  hours  more  nearly  ap- 
proach each  other. 

A  schedule  of  42  hours  in  winter  and 
40  in  summer  will  get  much  better  work 
than  longer  hours.  These  long  hours 
cannot  be  too  strongly  condemned. 
There  is  one  librarian  working  65  hours 
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a  week.  This  is  outlandish.  Her  salary 
is  $45  and  she  has  been  a  librarian  nine 
years.  It  was  to  eradicate  just  such 
things  as  this  that  prompted  the  forma- 
tion of  this  committee. 

The  New  York  public  library  four 
years  ago  was  working  on  the  42-40  hour 
schedule.  They  put  in  a  medical  inspec- 
tor for  the  entire  staff  of  about  1000 
members  and  at  his  recommendation  in 
the  past  year  have  changed  to  the  40 
hour  for  the  entire  year.  If  they  find 
it  pays,  why  not  others? 

Trnsteea'  introspection 

All  librarians  take  inventory  once  a 
year.  The  board  does  nothing  but  re- 
ceive the  report.  We  believe  it  a  good 
thing  for  the  library  trustees  to  once  or 
twice  a  year  or  oftener,  take  stock  of 
themselves.  See  if  some  lack  of  results 
does  not  lie  at  your  door.  Pinch  your- 
selves to  see  if  you  are  wide  awake.  For, 
to  reiterate  the  sentiment  expressed  at 
the  be^nning  of  this  report,  neither  state 
laws  nor  local  rules  are  omnipotent  in 
library  affairs.  They  can  indicate,  but 
it  is  the  trustees  who  must  first  of  alt 
standardize  their  ideals  of  library  work 
before  it  will  be  possible  to  bring  libra- 
ries into  their  own,  and  place  them 
finally  in  a  permanent  position  of 
standardized  efficiency. 

The  beautiful  carved  statues  of  Cour- 
age, Prudence,  Hope,  and  Charity  watch 
over  the  famous  Delia  Carta  doorway  of 
the  Ducal  Palace  of  Venice.  It  would  be 
well  if  these  graces,  in  spirit,  brooded 
over  every  board  of  library  trustees  in 
this  State  of  Iowa. 


To  choose  the  right  word  and  to  dis- 
card all  others,  this  is  the  chief  factor  in 
good  writing.  To  learn  good  poetry  by 
heart  is  to  acquire  help  toward  doing 
this,  instinctively,  automatically  as 
other  habits  are  acquired.  In  the  affairs 
of  life,  then,  is  no  form  of  good  man- 
ners, no  habit  of  usage  more  valuable 
than  the  habit  of  good  English. — David 
Starr  Jordan. 


His  command  of  language  was  such 
as  a  rider  has  of  a  horse  that  is  running 
away  with  him. — IVhately. 


Doing  Our  Bit 


At  this  crisis  in  the  world's  history, 
when  everyone  is  stirred  and  awakened 
by  a  sense  of  national  duty,  we  American 
public  libraries  have  a  rare  opportunity 
of  proving  ourselves  of  service  to  our 
country.  As  public  institutions,  we  are 
peculiarly  fitted  to  reach  the  people,  and 
therefore  should  assume  some  degree  of 
responsibility  and  co-operate  with  the 
government  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability. 

We  are  living  in  the  most  remarkable 
period  in  history,  an  age  teeming  with 
possibilities  for  the  rapid  advancement 
of  civilization  when  the  time  comes  for 
readjustment  and  reconstruction  after 
this  world  upheaval  has  subsided.  Every 
phase  of  human  existence  will  be  affected 
in  some  measure,  and  it  will  be  indeed  a 
privilege  to  have  a  part  in  the  upbuilding 
of  the  new  order  of  things.  People  are 
eager  now  for  information  on  subjects 
which  have  become  of  almost  vital  im- 
portance, and  turn  to  us  for  assistance. 
How  are  we  prepared  to  meet  the 
emergency  ? 

First  let  us  consider  those  who  have 
been  roused  by  the  call  of  duty.  For 
them  mihtary  books  dealing  with  the  dif- 
ferent phases  of  the  active  service  should 
be  provided.  Of  course  it  would  be  quite 
impossible  to  supply  the  demand,  but  at 
least  several  circulating  copies  of  the 
various  official  manuals,  regulations,  etc. 
could  be  supplied,  as  well  as  books  on 
military  and  naval  history.  Certainly 
War  Department  publications  could  be 
kept  for  reference,  which  would  allow  a 
greater  number  of  people  to  become  fa- 
miliar with  the  nature  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  different  branches  of  the 
army  and  navy.  Of  the  Red  Cross  work, 
which  is  occupying  the  attention  of  the 
women  of  the  country,  the  same  may  be 
said,  for  it  is  closely  allied  to  the  military 
service  and  is  as  important  in  its  way. 

We  are  also  in  a  position  to  render 
valuable  assistance  to  another  important 
department  of  the  government,  namely 
the  Secret  Service  Bureau.  Through 
our  circulation  records,  if  required,  we 
could  ascertain  whether  certain  scientific 
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or  technical  books  were  in  great  demand, 
and  could  give  the  titles  of  the  books 
and  names  and  addresses  of  borrowers. 
We  also  could  give  the  biographical  ma- 
terial of  various  military  officers  which 
is  frequently  needed. 

In  spite  of  the  repeated  appeals,  urg- 
ing the  people  to  put  forth  every  effort, 
there  may  be  some  who  have  not  yet 
been  brought  to  a  full  realization  of  their 
responsibilities  as  citizens.  Here  we 
have  an  opportunity  to  instill  patriotism 
by  bringing  to  their  attention  carefully 
chosen  books  on  this  subject.  The 
schools  are  doing  splendid  work  with  the 
boys  and  girls  through  debates  and  es- 
says and  by  co-operating  with  them,  we 
could  have  the  necessary  material  ready 
for  these  debates  and  thus  help  to  foster 
a  proper  sentiment  in  the  children. 

A  subject  of  timely  interest  is  that  of 
conservation;  this  word  best  expresses 
the  attitude  we  wish  to  emphasize  in  the 
selection  of  books  on  the  production  of 
food,  standardization  of  prices,  and  the 
handling  of  products  down  to  the  thrift 
of  the  individual  household.  In  consid- 
ering the  production  of  food,  the  farmer 
should  receive  the  most  assistance  as  on 
him  the  world  depends  for  sustenance. 
Agriculture  has  become  a  science,  there- 
fore books  must  be  selected  with  regard 
to  their  authority,  date,  and  clearness 
of  exposition.  Many  farmers  do  not 
realize  the  information  that  may  be  had 
for  the  asking  and  a  special  effort  should 
be  made  to  send  books  to  the  isolated 
districts.  Now  that  the  .slogan  is  "Culti- 
vate the  soil,"  the  amateur  gardener 
would  appreciate  books  suitable  for  his 
needs.  The  cultivation  of  vacant  lots 
should  be  encouraged  as  it  will  help  to 
feed  the  hungry  and  add  to  the  good  ap- 
pearance of  our  cities.  A  neat  garden 
looks  better  than  weeds  or  unsightly  bill- 
boards. There  has  not  been  much  in- 
formation on  vacant  lot  cultivation  pub- 
lished as  yet  in  book  form,  but  pamphlet 
material  and  periodical  articles  are  avail- 
able. The  field  of  domestic  economy  is 
a  broad  one  and  space  need  not  be  taken 
here  to  enlarge  on  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding helpful  books  for  the  housewife, 
not  forgetting  that  books  of  inspiration 


and  cheer  are  just  as  important  as  the 
more  prosaic  topics  of  cookery  and 
household  management. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  the 
people  have  been  interested  in  the  coun- 
tries engaged  in  the  conflict,  and  there 
has  been  a  demand  for  books  descriptive 
of  these  nations,  their  social  and  political 
conditions,  governments,  etc.  With  the 
entrance  of  the  United  States  into  the 
struggle,  however,  there  will  be  a  more 
personal  interest  prompted  by  the  thought 
of  sons  and  brothers  on  the  firing  line. 
Suitable  maps  too  would  be  of  great 
value,  particularly  those  showing  in  some 
detail  the  territory  which  forms  the  battle 
ground. 

It  is  a  question  as  to  how  deep  we 
should  plunge  into  the  bewildering  mass 
of  material  at  hand  along  the  above  men- 
tioned lines.  Each  of  us  will  have  to  be 
governed  by  the  powers  that  be,  on  the 
Board,  the  elasticity  of  the  book  fund, 
and  the  needs  of  the  community. 

One  of  the  inevitable  results  of  the 
war  will  be  the  problem  of  the  returned 
soldiers,  who  have  not  been  called  upon 
to  make  the  supreme  sacrifice,  but  many 
of  whom  have  become  disabled  and  there- 
fore unfit  to  resume  their  former  occu- 
pations. This  problem  has  had  to  be 
dealt  with  already  by  our  allies  to  some 
extent.  In  the  course  of  time,  similar 
conditions  will  prevail  in  this  country. 
Undoubtedly  new  technical  schools  will 
spring  up  in  response  to  the  need  for 
instruction  in  the  different  trades  open 
for  these  incapacitated  men.  A  good 
collection  of  practical,  up-to-date  books 
on  the  various  trades  taught  will  be  re- 
quired, and  through  the  Extension  de- 
partment, deposit  stations  could  be  placed 
in  these  schools  in  the  cities  where  they 
exist.  Some  will  be  too  disabled  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  instruction  and  will  fill 
our  sanitariums.  Discarded  books  would 
be  a  boon  to  such  institutions.  One  pro- 
gressive library  in  western  Canada, 
through  a  corps  of  volunteer  workers 
composed  of  members  of  the  staff, 
cleaned  and  mended  the  discarded  books 
from  time  to  time  and  sent  them  to  a 
local  tuberculosis  sanitarium  for  re- 
turned soldiers.     They  were  gratefully 
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received  and  more  were  requested.  One 
of  the  saddest  results  will  be  the  in- 
creased need  of  books  for  the  blind.  On 
their  return  from  the  war,  many  having 
become  accustomed  to  the  outdoor  life, 
will  be  loath  to  return  to  the  office  or 
shop.  The  agricultural  books  should 
again  be  given  a  prominent  place  on  our 
shelves  to  stimulate  interest  in  the  land. 
In  fact,  by  judicious  publicity,  with  at- 
tractive bulletins,  suggestive  lists  and 
press  notices,  and  getting  the  right  books 
lo  the  right  man,  we  might  have  a  part 
in  the  further  cultivation  of  the  acres 
and  acres  of  land  as  yet  untouched  by  the 
plow. 

These  are  just  a  few  suggestions  as 
to  what  we  might  contribute  as  our  share 
in  the  National  Service.  Let  us  all  re- 
spond to  our  country's  call  and  do  our 
bit. 


Books  for  Russian  Prisoners  of  War 

in  Germany 

C  T.   Haebers   Wright,  librarian, 

London  library 

When  a  sleeper  wakes  from  a  long 
unbroken  slumber  to  find  himself  in  a 
strange  environment,  he  is  usually  slow 
to  realise  his  novel  surrpundings.  Es- 
cape being  impossible,  he  sets  about  fit- 
ting himself  for  the  work  in  store,  but 
he  does  so  with  misgivings  and  mani- 
fold mistakes.  So  England,  waking  to 
a  state  of  war  and  striving  to  meet  the 
demands  of  unforeseen  and  terrible  con- 
ditions, has  blundered,  stumbled,  ago- 
nised, but  still  held  on,  while  the  nation 
has  realised  day  by  day  and  month  by 
month,  the  penalties  of  unpreparedness. 

Quickly,  and  on  the  whole  efficiently, 
the  new  citizen  army  was  supplied  with 
equipment,  munitions  and  commissariat. 
Next  the  wounded  ashore  and  afloat  be- 
came the  objects  of  general  thought  and 
generosity.  All  manner  of  comforts  and 
luxuries  were  showered  on  them  and, 
lastly,  the  sufferings  of  the  prisoners  of 
war  were  relieved  by  public  and  private 
organizations.  But,  throughout  all  this 
vast  expenditure  of  money  and  of  per- 
sonal effort,  there  was  a  prevailing  tend- 
ency to  treat  the  needs  of  our  forces, 
whether  in  the  field,  the  hospital  or  the 


prisoners'  camp,  as  essentially  material 
needs.  The  feeding  of  their  minds  came 
as  an  afterthought  and  developed  from 
the  tentative  efforts  of  a  few  civilians. 

The  attitude  of  the  average  welMn- 
formed  man  towards  such  questions  may 
be  illustrated  by  quoting  the  chairman  of 
a  committee  now  sitting,  who  on  a  recent 
occasion  enquired  of  the  present  writer, 
"And  what  is  the  London  library?" 
The  average  soldier  equally  discounts  the 
value  of  literature  and  ignores  its  im- 
portance in  the  national  life. 

The  cry  for  books,  more  books,  made 
itself  heard  continually  from  all  quarters 
and,  lamentably  late  m  the  day,  we  be- 
gan to  realise  the  mental  state  of  those 
who  are  doomed  to  a  life  empty  of  all 
intellectual  occupations  or  interests.  Not 
only  England  was  remiss  and  lag^rd  in 
this  matter.  The  position  of  the  Russian 
prisoners  of  war  in  Germany  called  for 
the  sympathy  and  help  of  all  who  had 
ears  to  hear,  and  means  of  aiding  them 
and  among  their  most  timely  and  gen- 
erous helpers,  America  holds  a  leading 
place. 

In  war-time  particularly,  the  soldier 
finds  scant  leisure  for  books,  and  merely 
glances  at  newspapers  and  light  fiction. 
Serious  reading  is  commonly  confined  to 
members  of  the  War  intelligence  de- 
partment. But  in  hospital  and  in  cap- 
tivity it  is  far  otherwise.  Debarred  from 
normal  employment,  depressed  by  his 
position,  it  is  only  between  the  covers 
of  books  that  he  can  find  relief  and 
pleasure.  He  would  be  the  first  to  be 
indignant  with  the  officer  who  remarked 
that  in  these  times  "a  hair-dresser  was 
more  useful  than  a  librarian." 

The  first  organized  effort  in  this  coun- 
try to  provide  Russian  prisoners  in  Ger- 
many with  Russian  books,  was  a  little 
committee  of  four  persons  which  I 
called  together  in  August,  1915.  They 
were  Professor  Vinogradoff  of  Oxford 
as  chairman,  two  Russian  ladies  and  my- 
self. 

In  October,  1916,  in  order  to  comply 
with  Government  regulations  the  com- 
mittee was  enlarged,  but  the  work  has 
been  carried  on  as  before.  The  commit- 
tee now  consists  of  Mr  Edmund  Gosse, 
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C,  B.,  chaimun, — Professor  Vinogra- 
doff  having  resigned  owing  to  his  de- 
parture for  Russia;  secretary:  C.  J. 
Pumell ;  treasurer :  C.  T.  Hagbei^ 
Wright;  Committee:  Professor  P.  Vino- 
gradoff,  Mdm  Matheson,  Mdlle  Ivanit- 
sky.  Address:  London  Library,  St. 
James's  Square,  S.  W. 

A  Russian  committee  in  Holland  im- 
mediately entered  into  negotiations  with 
us,  and  pointed  out  that  the  demand  for 
reading  matter  was  quite  as  urgent  as 
the  demand  for  physical  comforts. 
Through  their  agency  we  were  first  put 
in  touch  with  many  of  the  camps,  and 
a  little  later,  Countess  Benckendorf's 
committee  for  supplying  food  to  Russian 
prisoners  also  gave  us  useful  informa- 
tion. Let  me  quote  a  few  typical  ex- 
amples of  the  kind  of  letters  addressed 
to  us  by  prisoners,  both  civilian  and 
military. 

The  first  is  from  a  young  girl  volun- 
teer who  is  now  a  prisoner  at  Havelburg, 
who  has  written  asking  for  a  parcel  of 
food.    She  says : 

I  am  a  schoolgirl  of  19  years,  and  have 
been  a  prisoner  two  and  a  half  years,  but 
what  I  want  is  lo  have  some  books  to  study 
English,  if  it  is  possible.    Please  reply  to  me. 

Another  letter  from  a  young  soldier  is 
as  follows: 

I  am  a  student  of  the  Oriental  institute 
of  Vladivostock  where  I  was  studying 
Chinese  and  Japanese,  and  now  after  18 
months  of  captivity  I  find  that  I  have  in 
part  forgotten  these  languages.  If  it  be 
possible,  I  should  so  like  to  obtain  some- 
thing in  these  languages,  either  in  Russian 
or  French,  to  enable  me  to  continue  my 
studies. 

A  Russian  lieutenant  begs  for  some 
books  on  jurisprudence  such  as  are  now 
used  in  the  courses  of  "our  institute  for 
the  study  of  neurology  and  psychology." 

An  officer  in  control  of  the  Langen- 
salza  camp  library  says : 

Our  camp  is  very  large,  and  there  is  a 
continual  and  extraordinary  demand  for 
books.  Popular  scientific  books  and  books 
on  social  questions,  are  most  in  demand. 

Where  no  specific  request  has  been 
made,  we  have  sent  books  of  a  varied 
character.  For  the  common  soldiers  ele- 
mentary school  books  and  simple  read- 
ing books,  scientific  primers,  books  on 


agriculture  and  religious  books  and  the 
works  of  great  Russian  writers  have 
been  selected. 

For  the  officers  we  have  chosen  books 
of  a  more  advanced  description,  embrac- 
ing every  conceivable  branch  of  knowl- 
edge, A  large  number  of  grammars  aad 
dictionaries  have  also  been  sent  and  are 
in  continual  request.  Roughly  50  gram- 
mars and  dictionaries  have  been  des- 
patched to  Altdamm,— but  this  is  a  mere 
drop  in  the  ocean  when  one  considers 
that  many  of  the  camps  number  over  one 
thousand  men. 

The  demand  for  special  books  of  study 
has  as  far  as  possible  been  complied 
with,  but  in  a  few  cases  great  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  what 
is  wanted  in  Russian. 

Not  only  have  the  librarians  of  various 
prisoners'  camps  sent  requests  for  simple 
reading  books  for  the  instruction  of  the 
unlettered  peasant  soldiers  but  for 
technical  works  on  agriculture,  bee-keep- 
ing, the  use  of  manures,  the  care  of  cat- 
tle. Russia  is  peculiarly  rich  in  this  type 
of  technical  literature.  There  is  no  other 
country  with  so  large  an  output  of  popu- 
lar guides  and  text-books  of  this  de- 
scription, which  owe  their  existence 
partly  to  the  Zemstvos  and  partly  to 
private  enterprise.  Their  circulation 
throughout  Russia  is  enormous  and  ever 
increasing  and  a  Russian  pastor  in 
Schneidemiihl,  in  the  course  of  a  letter 
of  acknowledgment  for  presents  of  lit- 
erature, remarks  that  the  prisoners  have 
been  eagerly  devouring  the  agricultural 
hand-books.  This  excellent  man,  like 
many  of  the  educated  Russians  interned 
in  Germany,  is  occupied  in  teaching  his 
illiterate  companions  to  read  and  write 
and  explaining  to  them  such  phrases  and 
technical  expressions  as  present  difficul- 
ties in  the  course  of  their  studies.  In 
this  connection  it  may  be  said  that  Rus- 
sian primers  and  school-books  are  among 
the  best  in  the  world.  Their  simplicity 
and  clearness  leave  nothing  to  be  desired 
and  the  abundance  of  illustrations  give 
valuable  aid  to  the  teacher,  be  his  pupils 
native  or  foreign, 

It  has  been  remarked  that  the  bulk  of 
the  Russian  prisoners  desire  books  of 
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instruction  rather  than  light  literature, 
and  this  fact  may  be  taken  as  an  augury 
of  the  future  of  the  great  Slav  race.  The 
rapidly  dawning  desire  of  the  mass  of 
the  population  for  education  and  en- 
lightenment in  regard  to  the  world  be- 
yond their  frontiers,  is  by  its  own  enei^ 
daily  fulfilling  itself. 

The  highly-educated  upper  classes  of 
Russia  have  given  ear  to  the  call  of 
their  peasant  brothers  and  the  gulf  fixed 
between  the  intellectuals  and  the  illit- 
erates is  at  length  being  solidly  bridged 
over.  The  peasant  farmer  in  time  to 
come  may  lose  something  of  that  child- 
like faith  and  obedience  to  authority 
which  has  distinguished  him,  but  he  will 
gain  instead,  the  self-reliance,  the  spirit 
of  independence,  the  knowledge  of  him- 
self and  of  others  which  are  his  birth- 
right. He  will  realize  that  "there  is  no 
darkness  but  ignorance." 

It  may  also  be  mentioned  that  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  regulations  of  the 
Hague  convention  all  parcels  are  sent 
free  of  cost.  The  work  in  connection 
with  the  packing  and  sending  of  parcels 
has  been  done  voluntarily  by  the  staff  of 
the  London  library  in  their  spare  time. 

We  have  been  able  to  send  one  or 
more  parcels  to  8S  camps  in  Germany. 
The  committee  have  received  very  grate- 
ful acknowledgements  from  the  Russian 
prisoners  of  war,  of  which  I  append 
two  specimens : 

Dear  Friends:  I  have  received  your  in- 
valuable parcel  of  books  and  T  have  seen 
the  Light.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  grateful 
I  am.    Your  brother,  A.  A. 

In  the  name  of  the  pupils  and  masters 
of  the  school  I  send  you  our  sincerest 
thanks.  As  one  interested  in  natural  his- 
tory and  giving  lectures  on  this  subject 
here,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  thank  you 
specially  for  the  great  number  of  valuable 
books  on  natural  history  which  we  have  re- 
ceived from  you. 

We  have  employed  the  well-known 
firm  of  Messrs  Muir  and  Mirrielies, 
Petrovka,  Moscow,  for  the  purchase  of 
books.  This  firm  has  acted  with  dis- 
criminating care  and  the  chief  of  their 
book  department,  to  whom  the  task  of 
selection  was  necessarily  largely  en- 
trusted, has  been  most  zealous  in  choos- 
ing appropriate  literature.    We  have  also 


been  assisted  occasionally  by  the  advice 
of  personal  friends  in  Russia. 

The  difficulty  since  Febnjaiy,  1917,  of 
obtaining  books  for  Russia  has  enor- 
mously increased,  but  nevertheless  we 
have  been  able  to  send  178  parcels.  From 
the  beginning  of  our  activities  we  have 
sent  2164  parcels.  For  the  first  quarter  of 
1917,  401  parcels  have  been  posted  to 
Germany.  Reckoned  in  weight,  w«  have 
sent,  approximately,  eight  tons  of  books 
to  Germany.  Each  parcel  weighs  on  an 
average  10;^  lbs,,  11  pounds  being  the 
limit  permissible  by  postal  regulations. 
About  2000  Russian  books  were  received 
from  sympathisers  in  Great  Britain. 
Contributions  of  money  have  amounted 
in  all  to  fI365,  of  which  £1025  were 
received  as  a  grant  from  the  National 
Allied  Relief  Cwnmittee  of  America  for 
whose  generosity  and  co-operation  we 
are  most  grateful.  Indeed  our  small 
committee  could  hardly  have  undertaken 
the  additional  tabor  of  making  constant 
appeals  to  the  public  and  to  private 
friends. 


Free  Lists 

The  members  of  the  staff  of  the  li- 
brary, of  the  Portland  Cement  Associa- 
tion. Chicago,  have  compiled  lists  of  re- 
cent articles  from  the  engineering  and 
trade  press  and  from  government  pub- 
lications on  such  uses  of  concrete  in  mili- 
tary construction  as  the  following: 

Armories,  Bomb  proof  shelters,  Bridges, 
Coast  defense.  Fortifications.  Gun  emplace- 
ments. Military  camps,  Military  roads,  Sani- 
tation,  Sewage   disposal,  Warships. 

These  lists  will  be  distributed  free 
upon  application  to  the  librarian,  Eliza- 
beth H.  Cass. 

The  Portland  Cement  Association 
maintains  a  reference  library,  specializ- 
ing in  the  uses  of  cement  in  concrete 
construction,  which  is  open  to  the  pub- 
lic during  business  hours. 


The  Massachusetts  Agricultural  col- 
lege has  issued  the  following  timely  lists : 
Useful  books  for  the  dairyman.  Business 
books  for  better  farming,  Books  on  farm 
machinery  and  Books  on  vegetable  gar- 
dening. 
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Public     Libraries  consistency.      If   women  are  not  equal 

■■.iiMLT  ■  «im>T  .■.■M.T  «»»  Mpy.m  to  taking  care  of  the  rights  which  they 

Library  Bureau Publishers  have,  why  take  on  something  more  which 

a.  g.  ^mnm     ■     ■     .      ■        ■   ■     -     BMW  they  are  not  capable  of  fulfilling  to  the 

Subscription $2  >  year  last  degree? 

Five  copies  to  one  library      -      -      $8  ■  yeir  More  than  one  of  the  library  schools 

Single  number 25  cenb  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  was 

Foreign  subscriptions     -    ■    ■    $2^5  i  year  necessary  that  vacancies  in  the  teachii^ 

KiiicrcduMcond-ciuin»iterM>yiMenb.B(ihePo«t  Staff  be  filled  by  men.    They  have  ex- 

offictaicmato.  III.,  under  »gio  M»rc           ^  prcsscd    the    Opinion,    also,    that    while 

chS^ieVf 'owduSlmSoVan^fiTi^-Town  chKkt'fw  Competent  women  were  easy  to  find,  it 

Jh«"*'™"NVi  York"r"ch'™^nk«  o'r  ^i^«  was  not  casy  to  find  a  man  librarian  who 

■nonty  onien  ihouni  I*  »tni. ^gg  Willing  to  tcach  and  at  the  same  time 

.bJ'olr.SI^'m^t'"™-;  °Tt'^.i«iS;»"£riS.1  able  to  do  so  successfully.    Here  again  a 

'"r^tacrih^^iii^ihwMiwpJV'ihemSzinfdiKOD.  Hiixed  Staff  for  a  mixed  body  of  students 

eftI:^.h™wbJK"L'°o°he™i«1t^'rHSmrf"bSri'^i^-  ^^s  claims  that  cannot  be  overlooked. 

''™'iMWnoVto'^hiubKr?i^r»*throuBhioMin  the  ^^^  "o   Other  good   Tcason  Can  be  put 

malla.  will  be  duplienled  wilhoulthargt  if  r«iuMl  lodo  forward 

S?!^'"'*''''"''  ""'"""'*""™'"*^  "'"  "  '""  Another  side  of  the  picture  is  that  pre- 
-   -  scnted  by  the  president  of  a  board  where 

Man  or  woman— At  this  season  of  the  active  library  service  has  been  in  prog- 
year,  there  is  always  more  or  less  chang-  ress.  who  states,  "What  we  need  most  is 
ing  of  locality  among  librarians.  There  some  one  that  can  render  to  the  public 
seems  to  be  a  little  more  than  usual  this  the  service  they  have  the  right  to  expect 
year.  from  a  tax  supported  institution  and  the 

The  curious  thing  about  the  changes  right  woman  would  be  as  good  for  us,  if 

this  year,  is  the  expression  of  opinion  in  not  better,  than  a  man." 

various  quarters  that  the  situation  de-  I"  a  recent  discussion  before  a  class 

mands  a  man  rather  than  a  woman.  of  university  seniors,  on  Vocation   for 

Beyond  a  question  of  doubt,  there  are  women,     where     chemistry,     pathol<^y, 

situations  that  can  be  handled  better  by  a  journalism,  domestic  science  and  library 

man  librarian  than  by  a  woman  librarian,  work  were  presented   as  desirable,   the 

but  candor  would  compel  one  expressing  stated  salary  of  librarians  ranked  low- 

an  opinion  at  the  present  time  to   say  est  in  the  scale  of  all  the  subjects  pre- 

that  in  most  instances,  the  question  of  sented. 

sex  has  little  force.    The  librarian  of  In-  It   is   a   regrettable   fact   that   women 

dianapolis,    after    occupying    the    posi-  themselves  are  largely  to  blame  for  this 

tion  for  more  than  25  years,  announces  state  of  affairs.     It  is  a  situation  that 

in  her  resignation  that  the  position,  as'  should  receive  attention  seriously  and  in 

she  leaves  it,  "has  grown  into  a  man's  a  state  of  mind  free  from  prejudice  or 

job."     Miss  Browning  has  been  known  personal  bias.     It  has  been  proven  too 

in  Indiana  as  one  of  the  strongest  ad-  often  to  need  re-statement,  that  the  pub- 

vocates  and  promulgators  of  equal  rights  lie   regards   library   workers   no   higher 

for  woman.     Her  announcement  in  this  than  the  library  workers  regard  them- 

r^ard  has  a  little  of  the  sound  of  in-  selves. 
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The  libiarr's  pUce.— The  newspapers  of 
New  York  tell  of  a  movement  among 
<;otne  of  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
New  York  public  library  to  introduce  a 
new  phase  into  library  organizations, 
namely,  that  of  labor  unions. 

This  is  a  natural  tendency  following 
the  distribution  of  membership  of  library 
workers  into  clans  and  classes,  which  has 
prevailed  for  the  past  seven  or  eight 
years.  The  stage  has  been  prepared  for 
any  sort  of  organizing  that  one  or  a  few 
may  undertake.  There  is  nothing  to 
hinder  organization  if  there  is  any  one 
who  wants  to  start  it.  But,  really,  isn't 
it  time  to  seriously  question  the  wisdom 
of  going  on  with  it?  How  can  these 
multitudinous  organizations  be  carried 
on  and  the  members  have  any  time  to  do 
the  legitimate  work  that  is  theirs  to  be 
done  and  for  which  they  are  being  paid 
by  somebody?  One  reassuring  feature  of 
the  whole  thing,  is  that  those  who  start 
such  movements  are  not  widely  known 
for  valuable  constructive  work  before 
they  plunge,  full^rown,  on  the  stage 
of  action  announcing  that  a  great  need 
exists,  the  panacea  for  which  they  are 
about  to  offer.  The  friendliness  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  toward  such  efforts  in  its  field 
of  survey  has,  in  the  judgment  of  some, 
been  imposed  upon  and  a  loss  of  vital 
force,  dignity  and  influence  of  the  library 
movement,  has  resulted. 

Now  comes  this  last  movement  of  or- 
ganizing library  employes  into  a  labor 
union — one  of  the  most  far-fetched  ideas 
of  improvement  possible.  As  usual,  the 
names  of  the  prime  movers  in  forming 
this  labor  union,  si^gest  no  previous  con- 
tribution to  betterment,  either  of  service 
or  personal  equipment  in  library  woric 
and,  doubtless,  their  ideals  of  the  benefit 
of  the  labor  union,  has  to  do  with  the  im- 
provement solely  of  their  own  pecuniary 


situation  with  scarcely  a  thought  of  what 
their  contribution  may  be  to  the  better- 
ment of  the  labor  conditions  in  their  en- 
vironment—a situation  which  is  already 
the  bane  of  labor  unions  generally  today. 

That  the  cause  of  improvement  of  pay 
and  conditions  of  library  employes  needs 
adjustment  that  will  make  for  betterment, 
can  not  be  gainsaid.  But,  that  an  appeal 
to  organized  labor  is  the  proper  method 
for  bringing  it  about,  can  not  be  main- 
tained. If  a  crisis  should  arise  over  such 
a  question  under  the  present  conditions 
and  stage  of  development,  complications 
might  arise  which  would  not  only  not 
be  to  the  advantage  of  library  workers, 
as  such,  but  would  work  to  their  detri- 
ment and  at  the  same  time  place  organ- 
ized labor  in  such  an  embarrassed  posi- 
tion as  would  leave  retreat  the  only 
door  of  egress. 

No  rightminded  librarians  can  possibly 
favor  this  latest  move  for  self-assertion 
as  a  creditable  effort  in  library  service. 


A  Motto  for  .Members 
"I  will  not  censure  the  A.  L.  A.  for 
failure  to  secure  results  unless  I,  my- 
self, have  personally  given  time, 
thought  and  diligent  effort  to  help 
secure  the  results  sought." 


Circumstances  differ  with  one's  occu- 
pation, A  lady's  eyes  to  her  finance  are 
a  far  different  circumstance  from  what 
they  are  to  her  oculist.  And  most  im- 
portant, it  is  the  very  difference,  the 
distinctive  point  of  view,  this  is  indeed 
the  reality  of  the  lady's  eyes  respectively 
to  her  fiance  and  to  her  oculist.  Reality, 
in  a  word,  if  we  mean  by  that  the  object 
of  our  vital  attention  and  operation  in 
life,  lies  not  in  the  common  element  but 
in  the  differences  of  circumstances.  To 
people  of  different  occupation  and  out- 
look it  is  the  difference  that  counts.  On 
this  basis  a  philosophy  of  one's  profes- 
sion is  possible. 
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Advertising  Problems  of  a  Large  City 
Library* 

Accepting  the  authority  of  the  New 
York  World,  there  were  in  the  United 
States  on  the  first  day  of  the  year,  69 
cities  having  each  a  population  in  ex- 
cess of  100,000.  With  one  exception, 
all  of  them  possess  public  libraries.  The 
combined  populations  of  these  munici- 
palities give  a  total  of  27,056,000,  or 
nearly  a  third  of  the  entire  population 
of  the  U.  S. 

How  many  of  these  residents  do  the 
libraries  reach  directly  or  remotely? 

How  many  fail  to  use  the  library  for 
lack  of  opportunity ;  how  many  from 
disinclination  ?  How  many  for  want  of 
knowledge  concerning  its  resources  and 
possibilities  ? 

While  authentic  or  even  definite  sta- 
tistics are  wanting  in  this  particular,  it 
is  entirely  within  uie  facts  to  say  that  not 
to  exceed  20  per  cent  of  the  inhabitants 
of  any  given  community  use  a  public 
library  regularly,  and  for  a  general  aver- 
age embracing  the  69  cities  referred  to, 
perhaps  10  per  cent  would  be  a  nearer 
approximation.  If  it  is  conceded  that  a 
public  library  can  be  helpful  to  anyone 
able  to  read,  it  is  evident  that  herein  lies 
a  problem  two- fold  in  tendency : 

Either  the  resources  of  the  institution 
are  woefully  insufficient,  or  it  fails  to 
make  those  resources  known  to  its  pos- 
sible users. 

An  analysis  of  the  several  local  situa- 
tions can  be  derived  only  from  a  study  of 
the  units,  but  perhaps  a  general  view  of 
the  situation  may  be  obtained  by  sta- 
tistical reference  to  one  of  the  larger 
cities— Chicago.  Here  the  population  of 
2,511,822  may  be  divided  as  follows: 
Library  users,  457,945;  Non-users, 
2,053,877. 

Of  the  458.000  listed  as  users,  307,945 
are  registered  borrowers,  the  others  be- 
ing users  of  cards  by  proxy  employing 
the  passports  of  other  members  of  the 
families.  The  2,054.000  persons  repre- 
sented by  the  term  non-users  may  be 
classified  roughly  as  follows : 

•From  an  address  by  Henry  E.  Legler, 
chief  librarian,  Chicago  public  library,  be- 
fore Advertising  Association,  May  25,  1917. 


Under  6  years  of  age 320,000 

Illiterate    80,000 

No  time  to  read 300.000 

No  desire  or  opportunity  to  read 500,000 

Others  not  served  by  the  library. . .  .854,000 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  making  due 
allowance  for  the  numbers  unable  or  dis- 
inclined to  use  the  library,  there  remain 
854,000  persons  in  one  city  alone  whose 
potential  use  of  the  library  is  unsatis- 
fied. Maintaining  the  same  ratio  for 
other  cities  of  the  69,  this  would  leave 
9,000,000  possible  patrons  of  libraries  in 
these  cities  for  whom  the  library  does  not 
practically  exist. 

The  basic  problems  of  the  large  city 
library  systems,  therefore,  resolves  it- , 
self  into  ways  and  means  of  reaching 
nine  million  additional  men  and  women 
in  all  walks  of  life.  It  may  be  assumed 
without  argument  that  the  library  de- 
sires to  serve  them,  and  possess  material 
of  service  to  them.  Wherein,  then,  lies 
the  lack? 

In  the  first  place  it  is  doubtful  if  there 
is  a  single  existing  library  in  the  list  of 
69  which,  without  additional  financial 
support,  would  be  in  a  position  to  give 
adequate  service  to  its  people  were  all  of 
these  to  respond  to  an  invitation  to  use 
the  library.  Grudging  and  insufficient 
support  of  libraries  does  not  make  for 
efficiency.  Too  often  the  library  is  re 
garded  as  a  show  place  for  visitors, 
rather  than  as  a  dynamic  force  affecting 
every  interest  of  a  community  and  capa- 
ble of  fostering  the  business  interests  as 
well  as  the  cultural  elements  of  the 
people.  Unfortunately,'  the  traditional 
theory  still  survives  to  some  extent  and 
in  some  quarters  that  a  library  exists 
chiefly  to  furnish  flabby  fiction  and 
mushy  juvenile  literature.  An  excellent 
kind  of  advertising  which  a  library  can 
effect  is  to  demonstrate  its  service  as  an 
efficient  asset  of  the  municipality,  and 
this  generally  it  is  doing  to  as  great  an 
extent  as  its  means  will  permit.  Library 
extension,  therefore,  is  a  term  whose 
meaning  now  embraces  numerous  activi- 
ties :  Home  circulation,  reading  rooms 
and  miscellaneous  reference  work  arc 
supplemented  by  specialized  forms  of  li- 
brary aid  such  as  may  be  found  in  divi- 
sions   of    technology,    music,    patents. 
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books  for  blind,  children's  rooms  with 
their  special  activities,  including  story 
hours,  municipal  reference  bureaus, 
business  house  deposits,  package  libra- 
ries, school  collections,  special  exhibits  in 
graphic  form,  and  numerous  kindred  ac- 
tivities. In  making  these  facilities 
known,  the  methods  usually  employed 
are,  however,  less  efficient  than  the  serv- 
ice offered,  being  dependent  largely  upon 
the  good-natured  willingness  of  the  local 
newspapers  for  mention,  the  issuance  of 
leaflets  and  bulletins  in  limited  quantity 
and  of  uncertain  distribution,  and  special 
local  displays  which  appeal  to  the  regular 
patrons  but  do  not  reach  the  thousands 
who  never  enter  the  doors  of  the  institu- 
tion or  its  branches. 

If  the  average  public  library  were  in 
business  competition  with  similar  con- 
cerns, and  existence  or  prosperity  were 
dependent  upon  its  ability  to  attract  the 
greatest  amount  of  patronage  possible, 
no  doubt  the  present  haphazard  methods 
of  advertising  would  be  displaced  by 
publicity  methods  as  energetic  and  sys- 
tematic in  application  as  are  present 
methods  of  cataloging  and  classification 
of  its  books.  The  average  business  con- 
cern, especially  if  successful,  apportions 
annually  a  certain  percentage  of  its  ex- 
penditures for  publicity  and  employs  ad- 
vertising experts  to  secure  the  best  re- 
sults therefrom.  The  larger  library  sys- 
tems of  the  country  ought  to  follow  the 
same  procedure.  The  library  world  con- 
tributed to  the  business  world  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  verticle  file  and  the  loose 
leaf  record.  In  exchange  it  can  well  as- 
sume the  publicity  policy  of  the  business 
world — even  to  the  extent  of  reasonable 
and  judicious  paid  advertising  in  the  ac- 
cepted mediums,  whether  there  be  huge 
electric  signs  that  point  the  way,  stereop- 
ticon  announcements  on  moving  picture 
•greens,  or  attractively  prepared  infor- 
mation in  the  periodicals.  That  adver- 
tising a  library's  resources  yields  desired 
results  may  be  easily  gauged  by  the 
barometer  of  its  service.  In  one  major 
city  of  the  United  States,  chiefly  as  the 
result  of  making  known  to  its  people 
what  it  could  furnish  for  their  use  and 
profit,   one   library   increased   its   home 


circulation  in  the  course  of  half  a  dozen 
years  from  a  million  and  a  half  to  more 
than  five  million  issues  annually. 

A  Dublic  librarv  should  be  conducted 
as  a  business  undertaking  and  on  busi- 
ness principles.  In  order  to  reach 
its  greatest  usefulness  it  must  seek  the 
maximum  use  of  its  materials,  and  in  or- 
der to  realize  these  ends  it  must  make 
known  to  possible,  as  well  as  present 
users,  what  it  has  and  what  it  can  do  for 
them.  In  other  words,  it  must  adver- 
tise its  wares. 


"How  to  Be  Well  Posted" 
Burton  E.  Stevenson,  who  in  addi- 
tion to  being  a  writer  of  acknowledged 
high  standing,  is  also  librarian  of  the 
Public  hbrary  of  ChilHcothe,  Ohio,  gives 
the  following  advice  in  a  recent  num- 
ber of  the  News  in  his  own  city. 

Now  that  the  United  States  has  cast 
in  its  lot  with  the  Allies,  and  has  dedi- 
cated its  whole  power  to  the  task — as 
President  Wilson  put  it — of  making  the 
world  safe  for  democracy,  it  behooves 
every  patriotic  American  to  inform  him- 
self as  to  the  history,  progress,  causes 
and  purposes  of  the  war — especially  the 
purposes  on  the  part  of  Germany  which 
compelled  American  intervention. 

The  best  general  histories  of  the  origin 
and  progress  of  the  war  are  those  by 
Frank  H.  Simonds  and  Hilaire  Belloc; 
each  is  in  two  volumes  and  covers  the 
war's  history  from  its  beginning  to  the 
middle  of  last  year.  Separate  phases  of 
the  struggle  are  covered  in  other  books, 
the  most  notable  of  which  is  Gallipoh,  l^ 
John  Ma'iefield — a  wonderful  word  pic- 
ture of  the  ill-fated  Dardanelles  expedi- 
tion. Scarcely  less  interesting  are  Philip 
Gibb's  picturesque  Battles  of  the 
Somme  and  Patrick  Magill's  The  great 
push,  both  having  to  do  with  the  British 
offensive  in  France,  Frederick  Palmer, 
the  only  American  war  correspondent 
with  the  British  army,  has  written  two 
books,  covering  the  operations  on  the 
Western  front:  My  year  of  the  Great 
War,  and  My  second  year  of  the  war," 
and  Rudyard  Kipling  has  just  published 
a  book.  Sea  warfare,  written  in  his  char- 
acteristically vivid  style. 
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In  addition  to  these,  there  are  many 
narratives  of  personal  experiences,  which 
are  also  intensely  interesting.  Of  these, 
none  is  more  enthralling  than  Laura  de 
Turczynowicz's  When  the  Prussians 
came  to  Poland.  Fritz  Kreisler,  the 
famous  violinist,  has  told  of  his  brief 
war  experience  in  a  little  book  called. 
Four  weeks  in  the  trenches,  and  Ian 
Hay,  in  The  first  hundred  thousand, 
tells  the  humorously-pathetic  story  of  the 
first  expedition  which  England  sent  to 
France.  The  work  of  the  American 
Commission  for  Relief  in  Belgium  is  de- 
scribed by  Edward  Eyre  Hurt  in  War 
bread ;  and  a  number  of  very  interesting 
books  have  been  written  about  the  work 
of  the  American  ambulance  with  the 
French  army,  notably,  Friends  of 
France,  by  Stephen  Gallatt  -and  other 
members  of  the  corps,  and  Ambulance 
No.  10  by  Leslie  Buswell.  The  work  in 
Belgium  has  also  been  described  by  Ar- 
thur Gleason  in  two  books,  Young  Hilda 
at  the  wars,  and  Golden  lads.  There 
are  a  dozen  others  of  the  same  sort  in 
the  library  which  need  not  be  enumerated 
here. 

If  there  are  any  who  are  in  doubt 
as  to  the  righteousness  of  America's 
cause,  they  should  read  The  evidence  in 
the  case  and  The  war  and  humanity,  by 
James  M.  Beck;  American  neutrality,  by 
J.  Mark  Baldwin,  or  The  war  of  dem- 
ocracy, by  James  Bryce  and  others.  The 
case  for  preparedness  is  convincingly 
stated  in  Theodore  Roosevelt's  Fear  God 
and  take  your  own  part. 

The  different  interpretations  of  the 
various  combatants  of  the  causes  of  the 
conflict  may  be  found  in  The  world  war, 
by  E.  F.  Baldwin,  and  the  problem  from 
a  German  standpoint  is  discussed  by 
Hugo  Munsterberg  in  The  war  and 
America.  The  library  also  possesses  a 
complete  list  of  publications  containing 
the  various  diplomatic  documents  relat- 
ing to  the  war,  for  the  use  of  those  who 
wish  to  study  for  themselves  its  underly- 
ing causes. 

Since  the  war  started,  there  has  been 
a.  vast  deal  of  controversial  literature 
published  concerning  it,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  books  and  documents  have  been 


presented  to  the  library  by  the  English 
and  French  governments,  and  by  those 
who  direct  the  German  propaganda  in 
this  country.  Of  the  latter,  one  example 
is  the  humorously  misnamed  pamphlet, 
The  truth  about  Germany,  and  another 
is  Count  E.  zu  Reventlow's  The  vampire 
of  the  continent — meaning  England,  the 
manuscript  of  which  is  said  to  have  been 
brought  to  America  in  the  Deutschland. 
Two  other  books  written  from  the  Ger- 
man viewpoint,  but  more  temperately, 
are,  What  Germany  wants,  by  Edmund 
von  Mach,and  Tomorrow,byHugo  Mun- 
sterberg. Other  books  by  German  au- 
thors are  Friedrich  von  Bemhardi's  now 
famous  How  Germany  makes  war,  and 
Herman  Frobenius's  Germany's  hour  of 
destiny,  both  of  which  are  interesting 
reading  in  the  light  of  recent  history. 
Treitsdike's  doctrine  of  German  destiny 
is  summed  up  in  a  book  by  Adolph  Haus- 
rath,  and  also  in  Usher's  Pan-German- 
ism. 

On  the  Allies'  side  the  list  of  contro- 
versial books  may  very  fittingly  begin 
with,  I  accuse,  said  to  have  been  written 
by  a  German ;  The  Pan-German  plot  un- 
masked, by  Andre  Cheredame,  and  J.  P. 
Bang's  Hurrah  and  hallelujah.  More 
moderate  discussions  are  J.  A.  Gramb's 
Germany  and  England,  and  Oswald  Gar- 
rison Villard's  Germany  embattled. 

The  pathetic  history  of  Germany  in 
Belgium  is  told  in  Sarolea's  How  Bel- 
gium saved  Europe,  and  the  question  of 
Belgian  atrocities  is  threshed  out  in  the 
report  of  the  Bryce  committee,  and  in 
Joseph  Bedier's  transcription  from  Ger- 
man diaries.  There  is  also  a  Bryce  re- 
port on  the  atrocities  in  Armenia. 

The  French  viewpoint  is  covered  in 
Dimant's  France  herself  again.  Kahn's 
Life  of  Genera]  Joffre,  and  in  Alexan- 
der Powell's  Vive  la  France.  Mildred 
Aldrich,  in  her  A  hilltop  on  the  Mame, 
tells  the ,  story  of  the  advance  and  re- 
treat of  the  German  invasion ;  and  finally 
Ian  Hay,  in  a  little  book  called  Getting 
together,  tells  something  of  the  pur- 
poses which  America  and  the  Allies  have 
in  common. 

For  those  who  like  their  history  sugar- 
coated  there  are  a  number  of  novels 
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which  very  vividly  reproduce  the  atmos- 
phere of  the  great  conflict ;  the  most  pop- 
ular of  these  is  H.  G.  Wells's  Mr  Britling 
sees  it  through,  but  perhaps  even  more 
vivid  are  Rene  Benjamin's  Private  Gas- 
pard,  and  Paul  Geraldy's  The  war,  Mad- 
ame. Those  interested  in  the  genesis  of 
the  French  feeling  toward  Germany  will 
be  interested  in  Victor  Marguerite's 
Frontiers  of  the  heart,  and  in  Zola's 
great  novel.  The  downfall,  both  of  which 
describe  the  war  between  France  and 
Prussia  in  1870.  The  German  viewpoint 
of  that  same  struggle  is  told  in  a  very 
remarkable  novel  by  Walter  Bloem,  The 
iron  year,  which  is  also  worth  reading. 


Please  Help! 

Without  any  doubt  the  nearest 
unique,  and  most  interesting  library 
has  recently  been  founded  by  Mrs 
Alice  Spencer  Geedes  Lloyd,  at  Ivis, 
Knott  County,  Kentucky.  Ivis  is  lo- 
cated in  one  of  the  most  isolated  dis- 
tricts in  the  Kentucky  mountains.  Two 
years  ago,  Mrs  Lloyd,  a  Boston  journal- 
ist, together  with  her  husband  and 
mother  took  up  their  residence  among 
the  mountain  folk  at  Ivis.  While  her 
husband  worked  his  little  farm  to  sup- 
port the  family,  Mrs  Lloyd,  although 
an  invalid,  devoted  her  time  to  estab- 
lishing a  free  school,  community  serv- 
ice club  and  a  library.  This  work  is 
conducted  by  the  founders  without  pay, 
and  supported  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions. Contributers  from  various  parts 
of  the  country  have  given  books  for 
both  the  school  and  library.  Under  the 
direction  of  Mr  Lloyd  the  library  build- 
ing has  been  built  and  is  used  as  both  a 
free  school  and  community  center.  It 
is  a  wonderful  achievement  and  merits 
the  support  of  all  people  interested  in 
such  enterprises. 

Mrs  Lloyd  plans  to  establish  another 
community  center  and  free  library  at 
Caney  Creek,  another  very  isolated  sec- 
tion of  the  Kentucky  mountains ;  and 
she  invites  correspondence  with  those 
interested  in  this  work. 

F,  H,  Sidney. 

Wakefield,  Mass. 


Siam's  National  Library 
On  January  6,  1917,  the  king  of 
Siam  reopened  the  National  library 
which  had  been  removed  from  its  quar- 
ters near  the  royal  palace  to  new  quar- 
ters in  front  of  the  Buddhist  temple, 
Wat  Mahathat.  This  library  was  or- 
ganized in  1881  by  the  children  of  King 
Mongkut,  as  a  memorial  to  their 
father,  and  was  formerly  known  as  the 
Vajirana  library.  In  1904,  it  was  de- 
cided to  enlarge  the  scope  of  the  library 
and  re-establish  it  as  a  depository  for 
the  national  archives  of  the  kingdom  by 
transferring  to  it  all  documents  relating 
to  the  ancient  and  historical  records 
which  had,  up  to  this  time,  been  kept  in 
civil  archives.  The  documents  belong- 
ing to  the  religious  archives  were  de- 
posited, also,  with  the  library,  forming 
a  national  library  maintained  by  the 
state  and  it  was  put  under  the  care  of 
a  leading  scholar  of  Eastern  lan- 
guages as  chief  librarian.  Up  to  the 
present  time  105,880  manuscripts  in  the 
Bali  and  Thai  languages  have  been 
added  to  the  library  collection  from  the 
Buddhist  monasteries  throughout  the 
kingdom.  Another  unique  feature  of 
the  hbrary  is  its  collection  of  ancient 
inscriptions  on  stones. 


The  Time  of  Trial 

In  these  days  in  our  country  there  is 
no  difference  between  a  privilege  and  an 
obligation.  It  is  characteristic  of  our 
people  that  what  we  ought  to  do  we  have 
done  50  cheerfully  that  it  has  become  a 
privilege,  and  the  moral  tone  of  the  indi- 
vidual has  beetl  so  heightened  as  to  set  a 
new  mark  of  capability,  willingness  and 
even  eagerness  to  serve,  that  will  not 
easily  be  lowered. 

And  just  as  the  individual  has  found 
that  he  has  new  powers  and  has  tried  out 
these  powers  in  the  service  of  his  fel- 
lows, so  the  institutions  of  our  country 
liave  been  quickened  and  raised  from 
their  more  or  less  abstractness  and  non- 
personal  character  to  a  more  personal  and 
practical  basis  of  responsibility. — Geo.  H. 
Locke,  presidential  address. 
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Library  Meetings 

Connecticut— The  Connecticut  library 
association  voted  to  join  the  American 
library  association  council,  at  its  spring 
meeting  held  at  the  Public  library  of 
New  London,  June  4.  About  100  dele- 
gates were  present  and  were  welcomed 
by  Mayor  E.  E.  Rogers  and  Dr  J,  G. 
Stanton,  president  of  the  New  London 
public  library.  Following  the  transac- 
tion of  routine  business,  the  conference 
held  an  open  discussion  on  "Doing  the 
library's  bit."  The  discussion  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  philosophical  paper  on  the 
works  of  H.  G.  Wells  by  Rev  J.  Bev- 
eridge  Lee,  D,  D, 

The  party  met  at  2  p.  m.  at  Connecti- 
cut college,  where  they  listened  to  a  com- 
prehensive paper  on  Library  training 
versus  Practical  experience,  by  Miss 
Hitchler,  superintendent  of  the  catalog- 
ing department  of  the  Public  library, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Dr  Frederick  H.  Sykes,  president  of 
Connecticut  college,  repeated  his  lecture 
on  Rudyard  Kipling.  Tea  was  served 
by  the  college  in  the  local  students'  re- 
ception room. 

Utah  —Three  district  library  meet- 
ings were  held  in  Utah  at  Brigham 
City.  Provo  and  Manti,  on  April  16, 
April  21   and  May   12,  respectively. 

Sixty  librarians  and  trustees,  rep- 
resenting 23  libraries  of  the  follow- 
ing 18  towns,  were  in  attendance: 
Brigham  City,  Tremonton,  Garland, 
Ogden,  Richmond,  Logan,  Manti, 
Ephraim,  Provo,  Price,  Springville. 
Murray,  Eureka,  Pay  son,  Pleasant 
Grove,  American  Fork,  Lehi,  and 
Malad,  Idaho. 

Sessions  were  held  both  morning  and 
afternoon,  with  a  luncheon  at  noon, 
giving  something  of  a  social  feature  to 
the  occasion. 

The  sessions  were  very  informal,  in- 
cluding much  interesting  discussion  on 
Duties  of  a  library  trustee;  Book  selec- 
tion and  reading;  The  story  hour;  The 
library  and  the  public  school ;  Refer- 
ence work  with  college  students ;  Uses 
of  pictures;  The  value  of  periodicals 
for  reference;  Raising  money  for  the 


library ;  Collecting  books  and  maga- 
zines ;  Points  in  organization ;  and  Li- 
brary publicity. 

These  meetings  were  very  success- 
ful and  so  far  as  known  are  the  first 
to  be  held  west  of  the  state  of  Iowa, 
exclusive  of  California. 

Mary  E.  Downev. 
CominE  mMtinga 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Illinois 
library  association  will  be  held  Octo- 
ber 17-19  at  Decatur,  which  is  so  cen- 
trally located  it  is  hoped  there  will  be 
a  large  attendance  from  the  sotithem 
as  well  as  the  northern  part  of  the 
state. 

A  most  interesting  program  is  be- 
ing planned,  with  Mr  Victor  Yarros 
and  Mr  R.  R.  Bowker  as  the  principal' 
speakers. 

Mr  Bowker  is  so  well  known  to  li- 
brarians it  is  not  necessary  to  say 
what  a  pleasure  it  will  be  to  hear  him, 
and  if  Mr  Yarros  is  not  as  well  known 
to  librarians  as  Mr  Bowker  it  is  time 
he  was.  His  talk  before  the  Chicago 
library  club  on  Social  conditions  in 
Russia -was  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing events  of  the  year  and  was  most 
enthusiastically  received.  Mr  Yarros 
is  himself  a  Russian  radical,  and  his 
message  is  both  timely  and  profitable. 

The  sectional  programs  will  follow 
the  usual  plan,  with  many  new  prob- 
lems to  be  discussed. 

The  Iowa  state  library  association 
will  hold  its  annual  meeting  at  Iowa 
City,  October  9-11. 

The  New  York  library  association  will 
hold  its  annual  meeting  at  Lake  wood 
Farm  Inn,  September  17-22. 


New  York  Library  Association 
Library  Week,  1917 

Next  to  the  conference  of  the  .■\meri- 
can  library  association,  which  to  all  li- 
brary people  is  the  supremely  impor- 
tant event  of  the  professional  year.  Li- 
brary Week  of  the  New  York  library 
association  claims  first  attention  among 
library  workers  in  the  Empire  State. 

The  1917  conference  is  to  be  held  at 
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the  Lakewood  Farm  Inn  at  Roscoe, 
Sullivan  County,  September  17-22.  The 
location  is  quite  new.  It  was  chosen 
not  only  for  its  attractiveness  and  suit- 
ability, but  because  of  its  accessibility 
to  all  library  centers  in  the  state. 
Roscoe  is  on  the  Ontario  &  Western 
R.  R.,  139  miles  from  New  York  city 
and  about  equally  distant  from  Albany, 
Utica,  and  Syracuse.  The  Lakewood 
Farm  Inn  stands  on  a  hilltop  estate  of 
500  acres,  at  an  elevation  of  3,000  feet 
above  sea  level,  with  pretty  lakes  and 
woods  surrounding  it.  It  is  a  recent 
development  just  discovered. 

The  program  of  Library  Week  is  de- 
veloping apace.  Mr  George  Haven 
Putnam,  Mr  Francis  Hackett,  Mr  Fred- 
eric G.  Melcher,  Mr  Wyer,  Mr  Graver, 
Miss  Rathbone,  Miss  Zachert,  and,  we 
hope,  Mr  Bostwick,  will  contribute  to 
it.  Round  tables  on  library  specialties 
will  be  conducted  by  specialists.  Not- 
withstanding the  critical  times  and  the 
engrossing  concerns  of  country  and  of 
an  abnormal  daily  life,  the  spirit  mani- 
fest in  the  membership  of  the  associa- 
tion promises  a  conference  comparable 
in  interest,  enthusiasm  and  attendance 
to  the  best  Library  Week  the  associa- 
tion has  known, 

Edward  F.  Stevens,  President. 


N,  E.  A.  Library  Section 
The  program  for  the  N.  E.  A.  Li- 
brary section  (see  P.  L.  22:  237)  is 
largely  in  the  hands  of  school  adminis- 
trators and  librarians  who  can,  will  do 
well  to  attend  the  meetings  at  Port- 
land. Oregon,  July  7-14. 

State  Superintendent  Churchill  of 
Oregon  will  talk  on  "The  status,  salary 
and  duties  of  the  high  school  librarian," 
and  without  doubt,  there  will  be  oppor- 
tunity for  librarians  to  hear  the  official 
opinion  of  other  school  authorities. 

The  library  forces  of  Oregon,  under 
the  fine  leadership  of  such  officers  as 
Miss  Marvin,  Miss  Isom  and  others, 
will  doubtless  be  helpful  object  lessons 
to  all  teachers,  librarians  and  others 
interested  in  the  progress  of  the  work. 
The  time  and  place  are  opportune  for 
a  good  meeting. 


Interesting  Things  in  Print 

The  Central  library  of  Nottingham, 
Eng.,  has  issued  a  special  list  of  books 
on  Vegetable  cultivation.  This  is  a 
National  service  leaflet  and  free  to  the 
public. 

The  April  niunber  of  the  Maine  Li- 
brary Bulletin,  issued  by  the  Maine 
library  commission,  is  devoted  to  The 
Flag  and  contains  the  story  of  the 
American  flag  and  also  of  Maine  state 
flags. 

A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co.  has  issued  a  list 
of  books  bearing  on  Military  training 
and  military  service,  which  sells  to  li- 
brarians for  80  cents  a  hundred,  post- 
paid. The  list  consists  entirely  of  cur- 
rent and  strictly  up-to-date  books,  abso- 
lutely free  from  obsolete  matter. 

The  May  number  of  the  Branch  Li- 
brary News,  published  by  the  New 
York  public  library,  contains  a  list  of  " 
books  on  Military  training,  as  well  as 
the  usual  list  of  new  books.  This  issue 
is  printed  in  an  edition  of  35,000  and  is 
distributed  free  to  the  public  at  the  44 
branches  of  the  Public  library  of  New 
York. 

The  April  number  of  the  Quarterly 
Bulletin,  issued  by  the  Iowa  Masonic 
library  at  Cedar  Rapids,  contains  an 
article,  A  free-masons'  treasure  house, 
descriptive  of  the  unique  library  in  that 
place.  This  library  contains  entries  of 
rare  works  and  is  probably  not 
matched  in  kind  by  any  other  library. 
It  has  the  largest  collection  of  Masonic 
and  kindred  works  extant  and  is  known 
throughout  the  world. 

In  the  May  Bulletin  of  the  Wesleyan 
university,  Middletown,  Conn.,  is  in- 
cluded the  report  of  the  library  of  that 
institution  for  the  year. 

The  number  of  books  in  the  library  is 
given  as  108,000.  There  were  issued 
for  home  use,  11,811  volumes  and  peri- 
odicals. In  addition,  1851  v.  were  with- 
drawn from  general  circulation  and  re- 
served for  special  use  either  in  the  li- 
brary or  in  the  seminar  rooms.  Dur- 
ing the  year,  2588  bound  volumes  were 
presented  to  the  library,  4204  pamph- 
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lets  and  periodicals  and  13  French  and 
English  war  posters. 

The  Art  committee  of  the  Iowa  fed- 
eration of  women's  clubs  has  issued  a 
report  of  a  survey  on  painters  and 
sculptors  born  in  Iowa  and  those  who 
lived  there  for  several  years.  The  list 
does  not  pretend  to  be  complete  but 
contains  brief  information  about  the 
people  with  whom  the  committee  has 
been  able  to  get  in  touch  or  has  been 
able  to  get  information  concerning 
them.  The  list  is  in  alphabetical  order 
and  under  each  entry  is  given  a  brief 
history  of  that  person.  Jeannette  M. 
Drake,  librarian  of  Sioux  City,  is  chair- 
man of  the  committee. 

The  State  college  of  Washington, 
Pullman,  has  in  preparation  an  exhaus- 
tive series  of  bulletins  giving  bibliog- 
raphies on  all  phases  of  home  econom- 
ics. The  first  number  contains  a  bibli- 
ography of  recent  material  on  food 
thrift  and  all  phases  of  household 
economy.  The  material  has  been  care- 
fully selected  and  presented  in  the  de- 
sire to  meet  the  numerous  requests  that 
have  been  coming  to  the  college  for 
bibliographies  of  this  kind. 

The  college,  in  addition,  is  preparing 
a  card  catalog  on  home  economics  in 
which  will  be  filed  all  references  found 
in  sources  of  value  extending  back  as 
far  as  1910  and  kept  up  to  date. 

The  second  edition  of  "1600  business 
books,"  published  by  the  H.  W.  Wilson 
Company  has  been  issued.  The  first 
edition  of  this  catalog  was  compiled  by 
Miss  Sarah  B.  Ball,  who  was  then  in 
charge  of  the  business  branch  of  the 
Public  library  of  Newark,  N.  J.  This 
edition  has  been  revised  and  enlarged 
to  2.100  titles,  by  Linda  H.  Morley  and 
Sophy  H.  Powell.  The  catalog  is  the 
result  of  nearly  nine  years'  search  for 
printed  matter  relating  to  business.  It 
IS  not  a  completed  list  of  business  lit- 
erature, nor  even  a  complete  catalog, 
but  it  is  published  with  the  thought  in 
mind  of  being  a  help  to  libraries  and 
business  men  in  the  way  of  opening  to 
them  a  field  of  printed  material  as  yet 
but  little  known.    Directions  as  to  how 


to  use  the  list  are  given  and,  following 
an  alphabetical  list  of  bttsiness  books, 
the  volume  closes  with  a  list  of  pub- 
lishers. 

About  500  v.  have  been  added,  and 
prices  and  publishers'  names  have  been 
added  in  the  author  entry. 

Some  Books  in  Spanish 

Poesias  por  Nieves  Xenes,  Academ- 
ica  de  numero  de  la  Academia  National 
de  Artes  y  Letras. 

This  book  of  poems  by  the  well-known 
poetess,  Nieves  Xenes,  is  divided  into  three 
parts.  In  the  first  part  her  poetic  Kcnius 
has  been  captivated  by  the  Goddess  of  Love 
about  whom  she  sings.  In  the  second 
division  her  inspiration  assumes  a  loftier 
and  more  noble  tone,  and  the  depth  of  her 
feelings  are  revealed  in  the  sublime  aspira- 
tions and  songs  to  her  native  country.  The 
third  part  expresses  the  exquisite  em 
of  an  extraordinary  artistic  temper 
manifested  in  the  beautiful  httle  s< 
called  "Little  Flowers."  In  her  minor 
poems  she  has  proven  herself  an  apt  pupil 
of  that  celebrated  lyric  poet,  Campoamor. 

Alrededor  de  un  Gran  Poeta :  Leo- 
poldo  Lugones.  ConferenciS  pronun- 
ciada  en  el  Conservatorto  Nactonal  dc 
Musica,  en  la  Habana,  por  Jose  Manuel 
Carbonell. 

This  pamphlet  is  a  criticism  of  the  cele- 
brated and  popular  Argentine  poet.  Leo- 
poldo  Lugones.  Carbonell,  the  critic,  shows 
himself  a  well  qualified  judge  of  the  ex- 
quisite imagery  and  wonderful  descriptions 
of  the  poet.  Lugones  is  unique  among  the 
American-Spanish  poets  in  this  that  he  has 
deviated  from  the  beaten  path, 

Anales  de  la  Academia  Nacional  de 
Artes  y  Letras. 

This  is  a  periodical  resume  of  the  labors 
of  men  noted  in  the  field  of  art,  science, 
literature,  history,  etc.  It  demonstrates  the 
progress  being  made  by  men  of  artistic 
temperament  and  shows  clearly  the  innate 
refinement  of  the  Latin  nature  in  their  re- 
search for  the  belles  letters  and  the  belles 

The  Philippine  Review  (Revista  FUi- 
pina).  A  monthly  magazine  in  English 
and  Spanish. 

The  Phitit>!^nc  Rn/irw  is  a  monthly  peri- 
odical that  gives  a  splendid  idea  of  the 
different  phases  of  Philippine  life.  The 
articles  cover  a  wide  area:  they  embrace 
the  social,  agricultural,  economic,  industrial 
as  well  as*the  field  of  art.  science  snd  let- 
ters. It  is  optimistic  in  tone  because  the 
writers  foresee  a  future  in  their  isles 
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Library  Schools 
Carnegie  library  of  Atlanta 

The  closing  exercises  of  the  library 
school,  Carnegie  library  of  Atlanta,  were 
held  on  Saturday,  June  2,  at  10  o'clock 
in  the  class  room.  William  F,  Percy, 
president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  pre- 
sided and  delivered  the  certificates.  Miss 
Lutie  E.  Steams  gave  the  graduation  ad- 
dress, her  subject  being  The  hbrarian: 
the  library  and  the  education  of  the 
people. 

Certificates  were  awarded  to  the  fol- 
lowing students: 

Ruth  Clem,  Birmingham,  Alabama; 
Katherinp  Crandall,  Atlanta.  Georgia;  Rulh 
Credille,  Fort  Caines,  Georgia;  Florence  Le 
Cleroq  Eisele,  Natchez,  Mississippi;  Fanny 
Hinton,  Atlanta,  Georgia;  Mrs  Harie 
Fechet  Kilburn,  Eustis,  Florida;  Louise 
McGovern,  Atlanta,  Georgia;  Jessie  Thomp- 
son, Atlanta,  Georgia;  Mrs  Crown  Tor- 
rence,  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

On  Friday,  June  1,  Miss  Steams 
talked  to  the  class  on  Reaching  the 
people. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Graduates' 
association  was  held  June  1,  with  the 
president,  Susie  Lee  Crumley,  presiding. 
The  following  officers  were  elected  for 
191M918:  Eva  Wrigley,  1908,  presi- 
dent; Helen  Brewer,  1913,  vice-presi- 
dent; Alma  Jamison,  1915,  secretary- 
treasurer;  Ruth  Clem,  1917,  was  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  the  Executive 
board. 

The  following  appointments  have  been 
made:  Ruth  Clem,  assistant,  Birmingham 
public  library;  Katherine  Crandall,  assist- 
ant, Carne^e  library,  Atlanta;  Ruth  Cre- 
dille, librarian.  Carnegie  library,  Vaidosta; 
Fanny  Hinton,  assistant,  Carnegie  library, 
Atlanta. 

Jessie  Thompson  announced  her  engage- 
ment to  Charles  T.  Pottinger  of  Atlanta  on 
the  day  of  her  graduation,  the  marriage  to 
take  place  in  July. 

Sadie  Allison,  16,  was  married,  May  26, 
1917,  in  Birmingham,  Alabama,  to  Cecil 
Maxwell  of  Boston.  Massachusetts. 

Helen  Brewer.  1913,  assistant  librarian  of 
the  Savannah  public  library;  died  of  ty- 
phoid fever  on  June  7,  1917,  in  Savannah, 
Miss  Brewer  was  for  three  years  librarian 
of  the  Carnegie  library  at  Cordele,  Georgia, 
where  she  made  marked  success  in  her 
work.  Just  before  Miss  Brewer  left  Cor- 
dele for  Savannah  in  October,  1916,  the  ctty 
council  made  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  for 
remodeling  the  library  building.  It  was 
largely  through   Miss   Brewer's  efforts  that 


this  appropriation  was  obtained.  Subse- 
quently the  Carnegie  Corporation  gave 
$7556  for  an  addition  to  the  building  so  that 
when  the  library  is  rebuilt  it  will  offer  the 
best  testimony  of  Miss  Brewer's  work  as 
a  librarian. 

Announcement  has  been  made  of  the  en- 
gagement of  Willie  Kale  Williams,  '13,  to 
Charles    Holmes    Stone,    Athens,    Georgia, 
the  marriage  to  take  place  in  June. 
Carnegie  library  school,  Pittsburgh 

Mary  Eileen  Ahem,  editor  of  Public 
Libraries,  spoke  to  the  students,  May 
15,  on  My  daily  lines. 

The  school  was  closed  May  28- June  2 
for  recess.  The  Summer  term  opened 
June  4. 

Mrs  Gudrun  Thome-Thomsen  of 
Riverside,  Illinois,  began  a  course  of  12 
lectures  in  Story-telling,  June  11. 

The  junior  class  was  required  to  at- 
tend four  general  sessions  of  the  Con- 
ference of  Charities  and  Correction 
which  was  held  in  Pittsburgh,  June  6-13. 

Entrance  examinations  for  1917-18 
will  be  held  Saturday,  June  16, 

Effie  Louise  Power,  supervisor  of 
Schools  division,  Carnegie  library  of 
Pittsburgh,  has  been  appointed  chief  of 
the  Children's  department  to  succeed 
Sarah  C.  N.  Bogle  who  has  resigned  in 
order  to  devote  her  entire  time  to  the 
further  development  and  extension  of 
the  Carnegie  library  school.  The  change 
will  become  effective,  August  1.  1917. 

Edna  Whiteman,  instructor  in  story- 
telling, will  conduct  the  work  in  story- 
telling in  the  Summer  school  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pittsburgh.  Miss  Whiteman 
will  be  assisted  by  Miss  Margaret  Car- 
negie, 

Ruth  McGurk.  '13.  was  married  June  14 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  Herbert  Faber,  At 
home,  572  Terrace  avenue,  Clifton,  Cincin- 

Josephine  Horton  Thomas,  '11-12.  has 
been  appointed  chief  of  the  children's  dc> 
partment  of  the  Pubhc  library.  New  Haven, 

Ethel  Pierce  Underbill,  '10-11,  was  mar- 
ried June  7  in  Brooklyn.  N.  Y..  to  Robert 
Felt  Eastman, 

Sarah  C.  N.  Bogle, 

Principal, 

University  of  Illinoia 

George    B.    Utley.   secretary   of   the 

American   library   association   spoke   to 

the  students  on   Friday.  April  27,  his 
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subject  being  "The  library  of  tomor- 
row." Mr.  Utley  gave  a  most  original, 
thoughtful  and  interesting  forecast  of 
the  library  profession  in  the  next  one 
or  two  decades.  The  members  of  the 
faculty  gave  a  dinner  in  Mr  Utley's 
honor. 

The  course  given  by  visiting  lectur- 
ers was  closed  in  a  most  interesting 
manner  by  Miss  Mary  E.  Hazeltine, 
preceptor  of  the  Wisconsin  library 
school,  on  May  24,  her  first  subject 
being  "The  Great  Adventure,"  which 
Miss  Hazeltine  understands  to  mean 
work,  and  second  an  account  of  the 
work  of  the  Wisconsin  free  library  com- 
mission. Miss  Hazeltine's  visit  coin- 
cided with  the  date  for  the  annual  li- 
brary club  picnic,  and  she  was  the 
honored  guest  of  that  occasion.  About 
75  members  of  the  club  participated  in 
the  picnic,  on  the  afternoon  of  May  24. 

The  members  of  the  faculty  enter- 
tained on  May  22,  in  honor  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  E.  J.  Reece,  who  will  leave  the 
university  during  the  summer  for  their 
new  home  in  New  York.  Mr  Reece  has 
been  appointed  principal  of  the  Library 
school  of  the  New  York  public  library. 

The  usual  farewell  (entertainments 
by  the  different  members  of  the  faculty 
have  been  given  during  the  past  few 
weeks  for  the  members  of  the  junior 
and  senior  classes  respectively. 

At  the  forty-sixth  annual  commence- 
ment of  the  University  of  Illinois,  the 
following  students  received  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  library  science:  Win- 
tress  Brennan,  Ella  Campbell,  Lillie 
Cilley,  Florence  M.  Craig,  Florence  H. 
Crouse,  Ruth  E.  Hammond,  Nellie  M. 
Signor,  Cena  L.  Sprague,  Jessie  B. 
Weston,  Lois  M.  Woods.  Final 
scholarship  honors  have  been  voted  to 
Miss  Jessie  B.  Weston. 

Frances  Simpson, 
Assistant   director. 
New  yprk  public  library 

The  commencement  exercises  were 
held  Friday  morning,  June  8.  The 
greeting  from  the  trustees  was  given 
by  Henry  W.  Tafl  and  the  address  by 
George  Parker  Winship,  librarian  of 
the    Widener   collection    at    Harvard, 


who  took  for  his  subject  The  library 
public.  Mr  Azariah  S.  Root  then  re- 
viewed the  work  of  the  school  year, 
after  which  the  diplomas  and  certifi- 
cates were  presented  by  Mr  Taft  and 
Mr  William  W.  Appleton,  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  circulation. 

Thirty-eight  students  received  cer- 
tificates for  the  satisfactory  completion 
of  the  first  year's  course,  and  23  stu- 
dents received  diplomas  for  the  satis- 
factory completion  of  the  second  year's 
course. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  school  was 
held  Thursday,  June  7,  at  the  Park 
Avenue  hotel,  over  100  students  and 
alumni  being  present. 

Immediately  following  the  dinner  the 
fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  Alumni 
association  took  place.  The  principal 
business  was  for  formulation  of  plans 
for  the  support  of  the  Mary  Wright 
Plummer  Memorial  loan  fund,  which 
has  been  started  by  this  year's  senior 
class.  The  purpose  of  this  fund,  when 
established,  will  be  to  loan  small  sums 
of  money,  without  interest,  to  the 
undergraduates.  Marion  P.  Greene, 
the  retiring  president,  was  appointed 
chairman  of  the  committee  to  accept 
contributions  and  already  some  have 
been  received  from  individual  members 
of  the  alumni.  Contributions  will  not 
be  limited  to  former  students,  however, 
and  friends  of  Miss  Plummer  and  of  the 
school  will  be  invited  to  contribute, 
should  they  care  to  do  so. 

Resolutions  were  adopted  express- 
ing the  association's  regret  at  the  de- 
parture of  Mr  Root  as  principal  of  the 
school  and  the  resignation  of  Miss 
Tracey,  who  has  been  a  member  of  the 
faculty  since  the  school's  inception,  and 
the  secretary  was  also  instructed  to 
convey  the  greetings  of  the  association 
to  Ernest  J.  Reece,  the  incoming  prin- 
cipal. 

The  officers  elected  were  as  follows: 
President,  Miss  Alice  K.  O'Connor; 
vice-president.  Miss  Minerva  E. 
Grimm;  secretary-treasurer,  Forrest  B. 
Spaulding  (re-elected).  Miss  Johanna 
L.  Olschewsky. 

AzAsiAH  S.  RooTj  Principal. 
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Pratt 

Not  since  1913  has  the  Library  school 
taken  part  in  the  annual  exhibition  of 
the  institute.  The  charts  which  were 
made  at  that  time,  visually  presenting  li- 
brary work,  have  been  borrowed  so  fre- 
quently that  they  have  been  worn  out  in 
the  service.  Again  this  year,  the  vice- 
director  gave  to  the  class  the  problem  of 
getting  up  an  exhibition  which  should 
show  what  library  work  meant  and  what 
the  course  covered.  The  class  took  hold 
of  the  problem  with  great  enthusiasm 
and  produced  a  very  creditable  result. 

Library  activities  were  shown  by  a 
wheel,  the  hub  of  which  was  a  library 
building,  and  radiating  out  from  it  the 
various  social  and  civic  institutions  with 
which  the  library  is  in  touch.  Charts 
followed  showing  the  different  phases  of 
the  work,  as  city  extension,  rural  exten- 
sion, work  with  the  blind,  etc.  The 
school  curriculum  was  symbolized  by  a 
chart  entitled  "The  steps  by  which  we 
rise  to  power"  which  depicts  a  library 
building,  whose  steps  are  labeled  cata- 
loging, classification,  reference  work, 
children's  work,  hbrary  administration, 
and  the  other  subjects  of  study.  Follow- 
ing this  came  the  curriculum  itself.  The 
course  in  the  history  of  libraries  was 
shown  by  a  chart,  illustrating  the  ad- 
vance of  the  library  mo.vement  in  this 
country  since  1876  by  a  list  of  the  im- 
portant dates  in  library  history  and  a 
map  showing  the  states  that  now  have 
library  commissions.  The  progress  of 
the  book  through  the  library  routine  was 
amusingly  portrayed  under  the  guise  of 
the  "Education  of  Billy  Book."  Billy  be- 
ing sent  as  an  applicant  to  Dame  Li- 
brary's school  by  tne  publisher,  his  fit- 
ness determined  by  book  selection,  his 
grading  by  classification,  and  so  forth 
through  to  his  final  emei^ence  with  a 
book  card  certificate  to  do  his  part  to- 
ward the  education  or  amusement  of 
the  world.  The  exhibition  proved  of  real 
interest ;  one  grade  teacher  reported 
spending  two  hours  in  its  study.  The 
school  will  be  glad  to  loan  these  charts 
to  libraries  wishing  to  make  a  .^milar 
exhibit. 

The  vice-director  spoke  to  the  Atlanta 


school  on  April  30-31.  On  May  14,  she 
spoke  to  the  school  at  Pittsburgh  and 
met  the  Pratt  alumnae  at  a  tea  given  Iqf 
the  classes  of  1913  and  1914,  going  on 
that  evening  to  Cleveland,  where  she  ad- 
dressed the  Children's  training  class 
Tuesday  morning  and  the  Western  Re- 
serve library  school  in  the  afternoon.  On 
Wednesday,  a  luncheon  was  given  at 
which  there  were  present  the  14  gradu- 
ates now  resident  in  Qeveland. 

The  lecturers  whom  the  class  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  past 
month  were  Miss  Mary  Eileen  Ahem 
who  spoke  on  library  conditions  in  the 
Middle  West,  Dr  A.  S.  Root  who  gave 
the  course  on  the  history  of  libraries. 
Miss  Margaret  Jackson  of  the  H.  W. 
Wilson  Company  who  spoke  on  Book  re- 
views, Mr  F.  K.  Mathiews,  Chief  Scout 
librarian.  Miss  Anna  C.  Tyler  of  the 
New  York  public  library,  Miss  Sarah 
B.  Askew  of  the  New  Jersey  public  li- 
brary commission,  and  Miss  Julia  A. 
Hopkins  of  the  Brooklyn  public  library. 

Visits  have  been  paid  during  the  month 
to  the  Grolier  club,  the  National  civic 
federation,  the  Russell  Sage  Foundation, 
the  Queens  Borough  public  library,  the 
Barringer  high-school  library,  the  New- 
ark public  library,  the  printing  establish- 
ment of  Doubleday  and  Page  at  Garden 
City,  the  Children's  museum,  and  the 
Brooklyn  Institute  museum. 

The  following  appointments  have  been 
made  in  the  class  of  1917: 

Elizabeth  H.  Baxter,  head  cataloger,  Pub- 
lic  library,  Waterloo,   Iowa. 

Ginevra  Capocelli,  assistant.  Central  cir- 
culation children's  room.  Public  library. 
New  York. 

Florence  Dewey,  head  of  circulation  de- 
partment, Pubhc  library,  Waterloo,  Iowa, 

Ruth  W.  Dickinson,  senior  assistant, 
Seward  Park  branch,  Public  library.  New 
York. 

Marion  H.  Fiery,  senior  assistant,  chil- 
dren's department,  Public  library,  New 
York,  and  second  year  student,  children's 
course.  New  York  library  school. 

Florence  G.  Finney,  reference  librarian, 
Reynolds  library,   Rochester,   N.  Y. 

Uargaret  J.  Gucrini,  secretary,  Immi- 
grant Publication  Society,   New  York. 

Muriel  Hotchkiss.  children's  librarian, 
Adriance  memorial  library,  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y. 

Alma  Johnson  returns  to  the  Public  li- 
brary, Portland,  Ore. 
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Hattldi  Livshitz,  bead  of  the  Russian  de- 
partment, Guaranty  Trust  Co.,  New  York. 

Helen  McCracken,  assistant,  Public  li- 
brary, Philadelphia. 

Ruth  E.  McKinstry,  summer  assistant, 
Pratt  Institute  free  library. 

Evelyn  L.  Matthews,  assistant,  Oster- 
hout  free  library,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

May  Morris,  assistant,  Bryn  Mawr  Col- 
lege library. 

Grace  A.  Taylor,  cataloger,  American 
Bankers   Association,  New  York. 

Grace  H.  Walmsley,  general  assistant, 
Ferguson  library,   Stamford,   Conn. 

Josephine  Adams  Rathbone, 

Vice-director. 
University  of  Washington 

The  following  lectures  were  given 
before  the  senior  class  recently : 

On  May  2,  Miss  Louise  Smith,  librarian 
of  (he  Lincoln  high  school.  High  school 
libraries. 

Miss  Zulema  Kostomlatsky,  head  of  the 
circulation  department  of  the  Seattle  public 
library,  on  May  9,  Problems  of  the  circula- 
tion department. 

Judson  T.  Jennings,  librarian  of  the  Seat- 
tle public  library,  Library  buildings.  May  23. 

On  May  25,  Miss  Ellen  Garfield  Smith, 
librarian  of  the  Walla  Walla  public  library, 
Some  practical  experiments  in  the  medium- 
sized  library. 

The  students  attended  the  meeting 
of  the  Puget  Sound  hbrary  club, 
May  25. 

Members  of  the  1917  graduating 
class  are: 

Agnes  H.  Bush,  Mary  Ferguson,  Mary 
Walker  Gibb,  Dorothy  Grout,  Esther  Ham- 
mond, Roberta  Meredith,  Flora  Morgan, 
Corinne  Ruttle,  Margaret  Schumacher, 
Frances  M.  Woodworth,  Hazel  Jones. 

Miriam  Mood^,  '16.  has  been  appointed 
as  first  assistant  in  the  Public  library,  North 
Yakima. 

Esther  Fleming,  '14,  is  in  the  circulation 
department  of  the  Public   library,   Seattle. 

Frances  Woodworth,  '17,  has  been  ap- 
pointed as  first  assistant  of  the  Public  li- 
brary, Walla  Walla,  Washington,  following 
the  resignation  of  Dorothy  Drum,  '14,  who 
is  to  be  married  soon. 

Ruth  Davis,  '16,  formerly  of  the  Tacoma 
public  library,  is  now  in  the  branch  depart- 
ment of  the  Public  library,  Seattle. 

W.  E.  Henry, 

Director. 
Weatem  Reserve  univerti^ 

During  the  past  month,  the  school  was 
favored  by  visits  from  two  well  known 


women  of  the  profession:  Mts»  Mary 
Eileen  Ahem,  editor  of  Pubuc  Libra- 
ries, who  spoke  on  The  fashioning  of  a 
librarian,  and  Miss  Josephine  A.  Rath- 
bone,  vice-director  of  Pratt  Institute  li- 
brary school,  who  discus-sed  Fiction.  The 
students  enjoyed  meeting  both  the 
guests  socially  after  their  lectures.  The 
graduates  of  Pratt  Institute  library 
school  living  in  Qeveland  made  Miss 
Rathbone's  visit  the  occasion  to  present 
to  the  school  a  large  photograph  of  Miss 
Plummer,  which  will  have  an  honored 
place  on  the  walls  of  the  school  room. 
Mr  W.  H.  Brett  spoke  during  the  month 
on  The  A,  L.  A,,  and  its  presidents,  il- 
lustrated with  slides,  and  C.  P.  P.  Vitz, 
on  Office  routine  and  supplies.  Joseph 
F.  Daniels,  librarian  of  the  Riverside 
(California)  library,  was  a  caller  at  the 
school  and  gave  an  informal  talk  on  the 
Riverside  library  and  the  Library  Service 
school  there.  Frances  Oeveland,  libra- 
rian of  the  Mentor  (O.)  village  library, 
gave  a  practical  talk  on  The  small  library 
based  on  her  own  experience  in  rural 
extension  work. 

An  exceedingly  pleasant  day  was  spent 
in  Youngstown,  Ohio,  on  May  17,  when 
the  class  had  a  valuable  visit  at  the 
Reuben  McMillan  library  there.  Several 
graduates  of  Western  Reserve  library 
school  are  on  the  staff  of  that  library. 

On  May  18,  the  Northeast  district 
meeting  of  the  Ohio  library  association 
at  Kent,  wa.s  attended  by  all  the  class, 
the  Director  and  Miss  Howe. 

From  May  21  through  June  2,  the  stu- 
dents were  assigned  to  Cleveland  libra- 
ries and  in  the  vicinity  of  Qeveland  for 
practical  work  in  technical  processes. 
This  plan  has  proved  satisfactory  in  its 
results  to  libraries  and  students.  The 
letters  received  from  the  cooperating  li- 
brarians have  been  very  gratifying  in 
their  statements  regarding  the  help  ren- 
dered and  the  quality  of  the  work  ac- 
complished. The  assignments  made  out- 
side of  Oeveland  were  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Library  organizer  of  the  Ohio 
library  commission,  Mr  J.  H.  Dice. 

The  examinations  for  entrance  to  the 
class  of  '17-18  were  held  June  1-2,  two 
weeks  earlier  than  hertofore.    The  ear- 
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lier  dates  will  be  Jbced   for  next  year 
also. 

Commencement  activities  included  the 
alumni  meeting  on  Monday,  June  II, 
preceding  the  alumni  dinner  at  the  Wom- 
en's club  house.  A  new  feature  of  the 
week  was  the  Founders'  Day  program, 
Tuesday  afternoon,  June  12,  wi3i  an 
address  by  William  Warner  Bishop,  li- 
brarian of  the  University  of  Michigan 
library,  on  Changing  ideals  in  librarian- 
ship.  The  presentation  of  a  beautiful 
national  flag  to  the  school  was  a  feature 
of  the  program,  the  presentation  being 
made  by  the  class  president.  Miss  Mar- 
garet Cleaveland,  with  response  by  the 
dean  of  the  school,  Mr  Brett. 

At  the  regular  university  commence- 
ment, certificates  for  the  completion  of 
the  library  school  course  were  granted 
to  23  students  and  commencement  hon- 
ors were  won  as  follows;  First  honor, 
Miss  Annie  J.  Oldham,  A.  B.;  Second 
honor.  Miss  Margaret  Cleaveland,  A.  B.; 
Third  honor.  Miss  Hildegarde  Perkins. 

At  the  commencement  of  College  for 
women,  W.  R,  U.,  the  B.  S.  degree  was 
conferred  on  the  class  president,  Miss 
Margaret  Oeaveland,  A.  B.  and  the  vice- 
president.  Miss  Mildred  L.  Thomas,  in 
the  Combined  course. 

Alice  S.  Tyler, 

Director. 
Simmons  coUese 

On  May  21,  the  school  enjoyed  a 
visit  from  Miss  Ahern,  who  spoke  to 
the  students  on  "The  business  of  being 
a  librarian."  The  last  visit  of  the  year 
was  made  to  the  East  Boston  branch 
of  the  Boston  public  library  on  May  14. 

In  the  History  of  libraries  course  we 
were  fortunate  in  hearing  from  natives 
of  Canada  and  Russia  of  the  libraries 
of  those  countries,  as  Miss  Raymond 
spoke  of  the  former  and  Mrs  Derman 
of  the  one-year  course,  told  us  not 
merely  of  the  Russian  libraries,  but  of 
the  reading  public  Itself.  The  New 
York  State  library  school  generously 
lent  us  their  Russian  slides  to  illustrate 
this  lecture,  and  material  by  Mmc 
Haffkin-Hamburger. 

Friends  of  the  college,  and  especially 
the  students  of  the  last  three  years,  will 


learn  with  regret  of  the  resignation  of 
Miss  Mary  £.  Hyde,  to  accept  a  position 
in  the  New  York  public  library.  Much 
as  she  will  be  missed,  both  personally 
and  professionally,  the  school  is  well 
aware  that  it  can  never  lose  the  effect 
of  the  organization  of  the  catalo^ng 
course  which  she  has  accomplished. 

The  work  will  be  carried  on  by  Miss 
Harriet  Howe,  who  comes  to  us  from 
the  instructing  staff  of  the  library  school 
of  Western  Reserve  university.  Miss 
Howe  received  the  degree  of  B.  L.  S. 
from  the  University  of  Illinois  and  was 
on  the  staff  of  that  library  and  later  an 
instructor  in  their  library  school.  From 
1910-13,  Miss  Howe,  as  chief  cataloger 
in  the  Minneapolis  public  library  gained 
that  touch  with  public  library  needs  that 
is  so  necessary  for  one  who  would  in- 
struct students  in  modem  cataloging 
methods,  and  since  then  she  has  been 
instructor  in  cataloging  and  bibli<^aphy 
at  Western  Reserve. 

The  final  examinations  were  held 
May  28-June  8.  The  period  of  the 
commencement  festivities  has  been 
shortened  this  year,  being  compressed 
into  the  week-end  of  June  9-12. 

At  the  commencement,  which  was 
held  in  Harvard  church,  Brooklinc, 
June  11,  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Sci- 
ence was  conferred  on  the  17  members 
of  the  Simmons  four-year  class  of  1917, 
and  on  13  graduates  of  other  colleges 
who  completed  the  one-year  course  in 
1915-16  and  have  now  fulfilled  the  re- 
quirements of  additional  professional 
experience. 

Appointments  of  members  of  this 
year's  class,  not  previously  printed,  are 
as  follows : 

Esther  Beckford,  Ruth  Davis  and  Kath- 
erine  Kimball  are  to  be  assistants  in  the 
Williams  College  library. 

Marjorie  Newton,  Helen  Rugg'les  and 
Ruth  Warrick  enter  the  Reference-catalog' 
division  of  the  New  York  public  library. 

Mrs  Derman,  Simmons,  1916-17,  has  been 
appointed  in  the  Slavonic  division  of  the 
catalog  department  of  the  Library  of  Con-' 
gress. 

Eleanor  Home  has  been  appointed  libra- 
rian of  the  Cortland  (N.  Y.;|  normal  school. 

Marion  Bowman  has  received  an  appoint- 
ment in  the  ofRce  of  Farm  HanaECtnent, 
Washinfrton. 
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Ruth  Eaton,  '15,  will  substitute  as  libra- 
rian of  the  Public  library  at  Southbridge, 
Mass.,  this  summer, 

Charlotte  Noyes,  '11,  has  accepted  a  posi- 
tion with  the  H.  W,  Wilson  Company  as 
indexer  on  the  Industrial  Arts  Index. 

Beatrice  Welling,  '14-15,  has  received 
an  appointment  in  the  library  of  the  Arthur 
D.  Little  Company,  Montreal. 

Gladys  Cole,  '12-13,  was  married  to  Ros- 
coe  Caleb  Wriston,  June  1,  1917. 

Margaret  Becker,  '12,  was  married  May 
24  to  Ralph  Malone.  Mrs  Malone  will 
continue  for  the  present  in  the  Rochester 
University  library,  as  Mr  Malone  has  joined 
the  American  field  ambulance  in  France. 

Margaret  Watkins,  '13-14,  has  resigned 
from  the  Social  Service  library,  Boston, 
and  will  be  married  June  16,  the  marriage 
being  hastened  on  account  of  Mr  Wilmot's 
service  with  the  Medical  reserve  corps. 
June  RtcHABDSoN  Donnelly, 

Director. 
New  conrte 

The  Columbia  universih''s  Bulletin 
of  Information,  for  May  19,  contains  a 
Library  economy  announcement.  The 
university  through  its  extension  teach- 
ing, will  offer  in  the  school  year  of 
1917-18,  day  and  evening  classes  in  li- 
brary economy.  The  series  will  nomi- 
nally require  one  year.  All  courses  in 
library  economy  are  under  Miss  Helen 
Rex  Keller  and  are  open  to  college 
graduates,  students  who  have  spent  a 
few  years  in  college  and  for  those  who 
have  had  a  full  secondary  education  or 
its  equivalent.  High  school  students 
desiring  to  take  up  the  work  will  be 
required  to  pass  the  regular  entrance 
examinations.  The  Winter  session  be- 
gins September  27;  the  Spring  session, 
February  5.  The  fee  for  the  course  is 
determined  by  the  administrative 
board. 

The  course  in  library  economy  in- 
cludes bibliography,  cataloging  and 
classification,  and  two  courses  each  in 
library  administration,  children's  work 
and  in  indexing  and  cataloging  as  ap- 
plied in  business. 


house  of  information  and  machinery  for 
co-operative  action  on  matters  affecting 
industrial  development,  has  established  a 
library  in  connection  with  its  headquar- 
ters at  15  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  material  of  the  library  will  be 
kept  up  to  date,  both  as  to  books  and 
pamphlets,  clippings  and  photographs. 
Everything  relating  to  the  industrial 
world  in  all  its  ramifications,  will  be  rep- 
resented. The  catalog  will  be  annotated 
so  that  an  entry  will  show  qualifications, 
prejudices  and  points  of  view  of  the  au- 
thor. Material  not  in  the  library,  will 
have  a  card  in  the  catalog  telling  where 
it  may  be  found. 

The  librarian,  J.  J.  Friedel,  was  for- 
merly assistant  in  the  Cornell  university 
library  and  later  in  the  Economics  divi- 
sion of  the  New  York  public  library. 


News  Bureau  Library 

The  National  industrial  conference 
board,  a  co-operative  board  composed  of 
representatives  of  national  industrial  as- 
sociations, organized  to  provide  a  clearing 


A  Memorial  Tablet  for  Miss  Mary 
Wright  Plummer* 

On  Saturday  evening,  June  16,  there 
was  unveiled  at  the  Pratt  Institute  free 
library,  Brooklyn,  in  memory  of  Miss 
Plurnmer,  a  bronze  tablet,  erected  by 
her  friends  and  former  students.  The 
tablet  has  been  placed  on  the  wall  at 
the  head  of  the  stairway,  second  floor, 
close  to  the  office  of  the  Library  school, 
where  future  students  and  all  others 
who  use  the  library  in  years  to  come 
may  have  brought  home  to  them  the 
knowledge  of  their  debt  to  Miss  Plum- 
mer, This  memorial  is  the  gift  of  some 
250  of  the  graduates  of  the  school  and 
other  friends. 

The  unveiling  ceremony  took  place  at 
half-past  six,  preceding  the  annual  Re- 
union supper  of  the  Library  school. 
The  presentation  address  was  made  by 
Miss  Susan  A.  Hutchinson  and  the  re- 
sponse, in  acceptance  of  the  tablet,  by 
Mr  Frederic  B.  Pratt.  Some  beautiful 
yellow  iris  and  other  yellow  flowers, 
placed  beside  the  tablet,  had  been  sent 
through  Mrs  Edgar  A.  Bancroft  of  Chi- 
cago (formerly  Miss  Margaret  Healy), 
director  of  the  library  in  its  early  days. 
The  exercises  closed  with  the  singing 
of  "Alma  Mater,"  once  written  by  Miss 
Plummer  for  Pratt  institute. 


*.Scc  frontispiece. 
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A  Normal  School  Exhibit 
Because  the  autc^aph  exhibit  was  a 
co-operative  affair,  teachers,  students  and 
the  Hbrary  working  together,  it  was  great 
fun  to  assemble  it,  and  it  was  much  en- 
joyed. Then,  too,  the  exhibit  was  not 
presented  as  a  whole,  all  cut  and  dried, 
but  it  grew  and  grew  and  was  constantly 
surprising  us.  The  autographs  of  Sam- 
uel Johnson  and  Tennyson  might  thrill 
our  young  friends,  but  would  they  be  in- 
terested if  the  autographs  of  Henry  Bar- 
nard, Conrad  Aiken,  Paul  Elmer  More, 
Booker  T.  Washington,  Vachel  Lindsay, 
Arnold  Bennett,  and  William  Lyon 
Phelps  were  put  before  them? 

The  cozy  comer  in  the  English  recita- 
tion room  was  chosen  for  the  exhibit,  and 
with  some  hesitation  the  autographs  that 
I  have  mentioned  were  hung  on  the  bulle- 
tin board.  A  note  telling  something 
about  the  author  and  his  work  was  hung 
beneath  each  autograph,  and  a  book  or 
two  written  by  the  author,  or  about  him, 
were  put  on  the  table.  So  it  came  about 
that  the  table  contained  Monroe's  sketch 
of  Dr  Barnard  and  the  volume  of  the 
Shelbume  essays,  which  included  the 
Vicar  of  Morwcnstow,  for  Paul  Elmer 
More's  letter  referred  to  that  essay.  At- 
tractive post  cards  collected  when  on 
a  literary  pilgrimage  to  Morwenstow 
were  added  to  the  bulletin  board.  "Up 
from  slavery"  was  on  the  table.  "Adven- 
tures while  preaching  the  gospel  of 
beauty,"  a  copy  of  the  Poetry  Magazine 
which  contained  "General  William  Booth 
enters  into  heaven."  "Literary  taste  and 
how  to  form  it,"  "How  to  live  on  twenty- 
four  hours  a  day,"  and  two  of  Prof. 
Phelps'  books  completed  the  table  library. 
The  exhibit  was  launched  by  the  Eng- 
lish teacher  who  announced  to  her 
classes  that  the  books  on  the  table  could 
be  taken  out  provided  they  were  charged, 
and  all  were  invited  to  contribute  auto- 
graphs. As  they  had  a  spare  moment 
the  students  gathered  about  the  table  to 
look  over  the  autographs  and  the  books. 
"I  didn't  know  I  should  be  so  interested," 
said  one  young  girl. 


Considerable  care  was  taken  in  mak- 
ing the  notes  that  explained  the  auto- 
graphs, and  the  appeal  was  personal  as 
far  as  possible.  Dr  Barnard's  letter  was 
about  his  portrait  that  was  given  to  the 
school  by  two  literary  societies  in  1856. 
This  portrait  hangs  in  our  study  hall,  and 
what  a  splendid  opportunity  to  tell  our 
students  about  it.  Then  it  happened  that 
the  grandfather  of  a  student  in  this  very 
class  for  whom  the  exhibit  was  made, 
was  a  graduate  of  the  school,  and  made 
an  address  at  the  presentation  of  the  por- 
trait to  the  school.  Of  course,  this  co- 
incidence could  Hot  fail  to  interest.  All 
this  was  explained  in  the  note  which  ac- 
companied Dr  Barnard's  letter. 

We  wondered  what  contributions 
would  be  forthcoming.  One  day  a  stu- 
dent shyly  presented  a  copy  of  T.  A. 
Daly's  "Cannina"  with  an  autographed 
poem  on  the  fly  leaf.  We  had  not 
dreamed  of  autographed  books.  The 
teacher  of  English  read  a  poem  or  two, 
and  the  girls  were  eager  to  take  the  book 
home.  An  autographed  copy  of  "Come 
rack,  come  rope"  was  brought  by  a  stu- 
dent whose  brother  met  Robert  Hu^ 
Benson  abroad.  This  gave  an  opportu- 
nity to  add  to  our  table  "Hugh,  memoirs 
of  a  brother,"  and  so  introduce  Arthur 
Christopher  Benson.  A  letter  of  appre- 
ciation by  one  of  our  teachers  to  Arthur 
Benson  brought  later  a  most  delightful 
letter  for  our  bulletin  board. 

Agnes  Repplier  and  Charles  G.  Leland 
joined  our  company,  and  when  Elizabeth 
Pennell's  "Our  house  and  London  out  of 
our  windows"  was  put  out  for  the  sake 
of  Trimmer,  this  apology  was  made, 
"Elizabeth  Robins  Pennell's  books  do  not 
belong  on  this  table,  for  she  is  not  repre- 
sented by  an  autograph,  Mrs  Pennell, 
in  a  way,  belongs  to  the  family,  and  be- 
cause she  was  Miss  Repplier' s  school 
friend,  and  because  she  wrote  the  life  of 
Charles  Godfrey  Leland,  and — well,  be- 
cause she  is  the  author  of  Trimmer,  you 
will  find  'Our  house  and  London  out  of 
our  windows'  on  the  table."  An  auto- 
graphed copy  of  the  poems  of  Thontas  S. 
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Jones,  Jr,  gave  an  apportunity  to  call 
attention  to  the  choice  Mosher  books, 
and  to  add  a  Mosher  catalog  to  the  table. 
Our  crowning  joy  was  perhaps  the  au- 
t(^aph  of  Elizabeth  Woodbridge,  and 
the  pictures  of  her  family, — Jonathan, 
the  baby,  the  children  dressed  as  Indians, 
and  the  garden  at  the  old  farm.  This  in- 
teresting family  remained  with  us  for 
several  weeks,  and  when  Mrs  Morris  read 
to  our  school  recently  from  "The  Jona- 
than papers,"  she  was  received  with  great 
enthusiasm,  and  the  school  as  a  whole 
begged  for  more  and  more. 

All  told,  our  exhibit  numbered  six 
autographed  books,  and  twenty-four  au- 
tographs (most  of  them  letters,  and  inter- 
esting ones  at  that).  Thirty- four  books 
including  a  few  magazmes  supplemented 
the  autographs.  A  girl  was  browsing  at 
the  table  one  day  when  an  addition  was 
made  to  the  bulletin  board.  "Are  you 
putting  up  more  autographs?"  she  said. 
It  is  interesting,  especially  the  books." 
The  circulation  records  show  that  the 
books  were  enjoyed.  One  of  the  early 
records  states  that  "Eleven  books  and 
magazines  on  the  autograph  table  were 
taken  out — not  enough  to  supply  the  de- 
mand." Later,  when  the  number  of 
books  increased,  20  to  25  books  were 
taken  out  on  Friday  nights.  Books  were 
reserved  frequently,  but  one  student  had 
omitted  to  take  this  precaution,  and  when 
she  rushed  in  one  Friday  night  at  five 
o'clock  she  looked  at  the  table  in  disap- 
pointment and  said,  "All  the  books  are 
gone  I"  Not  quite  true — for  three  large 
books  were  left — too  large  probably  to 
carry. 

The  autographs  and  books  occupied 
their  comer  for  about  two  months,  and 
then  the  bulletin  board  and  table  were 
needed  for  o.her  purposes.  When  the 
place  was  cleared  some  of  the  students 
expressed  regret  that  the  books  had  been 
taken  away.  What  better  tribute  could 
our  exhibit  have  had? 

Mary  E.  Goodrich. 

Normal  School,  New  Britain,  Conn. 

The  School  Board  of  Tacoma  since 

the  first  of  the  year  has  assumed  full 

responsibility  for  the  salaries  of  the  two 

high  school  librarians  which   since   the 


middle  of  1914  have  been  shared  by  the 
Library  Board  and  the  School  Board,  the 
Library  Board  paying  one-fourth  and  the 
School  Board  tnree-fourths.  The  School 
Board's  action  is  for  the  calendar  year 
1917,  and  was  taken  as  a  result  of  the  cut 
in  the  budget  of  the  Tacoma  pubhc 
library  for  Aat  year. 

New  York  ineetiBg 

The  May  meeting  of  the  New  Vork 
high  school  librarians  association  was 
held  at  Washington  Irving  high  school. 
May  19.  The  high  school  librarians 
of  the  eastern  states  were  invited  to 
meet  with  the  New  York  high  school 
librarians,  and  10  visiting  librarians 
were  present  representing  high  schools 
of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Con- 
necticut and  Ohio.  Pratt  Institute  was 
represented  by  Miss  Rathbone  and 
three  students  of  the  present  class. 

Miss  Jonson  of  Washington  high 
school,  Portland,  Oregon,  described  in 
a  most  interesting  way  the  work  of  a 
typical  high  school  library  of  the  Pa- 
cific coast.  Miss  Horton  of  Oakland 
(California)  high  school  was  detained 
in  Albany,  but  sent  a  poem  to  be  read. 
This  poem  depicted  in  a  very  clever 
fashion  the  work  of  an  average  day  in 
a  high  school  library. 

Miss  Thayer  of  Bryant  high  school. 
Long  Island  City,  spoke  on  the  best 
war  books  of  historical  value  for  the 
high  school  library.  Miss  Dowden  ot 
Wadleigh  high  school.  New  York  City 
spoke  on  the  best  war  books  of  narra- 
tive and  fiction  for  high  school  stu- 
dents. 

Elizabeth  B.  McKnight, 

Secretary. 

An  examination  of  the  seventeenth  an- 
nual report  of  the  Leavenworth  free  pub- 
lic library  shows  that  especial  emphasis 
has  been  laid  upon  the  work  widi  the 
grade  schools.  By  means  of  frequent 
visits,  lessons  in  the  use  of  the  card  cata- 
lc«.  and  attention  to  the  needs  of  the 
school  boxes  in  the  book  purchasing,  th< 
circulation  of  books  has  been  rapidly  in- 
creased. An  interesting  feature  of  the 
work  is  the  fact  that  the  children  select 
and  read  a  decidedly  better  class  of  books 
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from  these  boxes  than  when  confronted 
by  the  wider  rai^e  of  choice  at  the  main 
library. 

Another  feature  of  the  work  is  indi- 
ciled  by  the  fallowing  quotation  from 
the  report : 

The  quality  rather  than  the  quantity  of 
books  circnlated  should  be  the  first  con- 
sideration. Books  might  find  their  way 
to  our  shelves  of  which  it  could  be  said 
with  perfect  truth  that  the  greater  their 
circulation  the  worse  for  the  community. 
With  this  in  mind  the  aim  has  been  to 
make  the  stamp  of  approval  of  the  library 
a  guarantee  of  merit,  even  though  the  cir- 
culation figures  should  suffer. 

The  whole  report  indicates  good  work, 

A  question  of  authorship  that  has  puz- 
zled thousands  of  readers  in  the  past,  has 
again  caused  some  amusing  perplexity. 
At  the  Friend's  school  in  Baltimore  the 
other  day  an  examination  in  general  in- 
formation evoked  the  interesting  state- 
ment that  Ibid  was  "a  writer  of  olden 
times."  This  may  deserve  a  place  beside 
that  other  pearl  of  wisdom  from  a  similar 
source,  that  Atioti  is  "a  famous  author 
often  quoted,  but  his  works  are  so  scarce 
that  very  few  of  even  our  largest  libraries 
possess  a  complete  set."  Tlie  Ibid  was 
declared  by  another  Baltimore  student  to" 
be  an  Arctic  bird.  The  author  and  man 
of  science,  Charles  Darwin,  was  called 
"the  discoverer  of  gravity"  and  a  leader 
in  the  late  Irish  rebellion.  Stradivarius 
was  said  to  be  a  Russian  dancer,  Arch- 
angel's geographical  location  was  fixed  in 
heaven,  the  Teutons  were  defined  as 
Quakers,  the  meaning  of  "boycott"  was 
given  as  "not  using  eggs,"  and  the  oyster 
was  called  "a  bivalve  because  it  obtains 
its  food  in  two  ways." — The  Dial. 


And  This  in  California 
Miss  Frances  Doom  has  been  elected 
hbrarian  of  Grass  Valley,  Nevada 
County,  California.  Miss  Doom  was 
teacher  in  the  schools  of  the  city  for  40 
years  and  was  recently  placed  upon  the 
superannuated  list  through  the  agency 
of  the  state  pension  fund. 


Our  business  in  life  is  not  to  get 
ahead  of  other  people  but  to  get  ahead 
of  ourselves. — Babcock. 


News  from  the  Field 
East 

Ralph  K.  Jones,  librarian  of  Univer- 
sity of  Maine,  died  June  9,  after  an  ill-  , 
ness  of  several  months,  aged  50  years. 

Yale  library  has  volunteered  its  cata- 
loging staff  to  arrange  the  51,000  cards 
resulting  from  the  draft  registration 
on  June  5. 

The  atuiual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Norwalk,  Conn.,  shows  a  cir- 
culation of  60,051  v. ;  card  holders, 
8178;  expenditures,  $3782. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  H- 
brary  of  Groton,  Mass.,  records  a  total 
circulation  of  11,805  v.,  with  14,038 
books  on  the  shelves.  Groton  has  a 
population  of  2333. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Leominster,  Mass.,  for  1916, 
records  a  total  circulation  of  74,257  v. 
and  33,665  books  on  the  shelves.  Ad- 
vertising displays  and  exhibits  were 
held  throughout  the  year  with  gratify- 
ing results. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Hartford,  Conn.,  records  a  cir- 
culation of  227,395  v.  with  10.223  v. 
from  the  pay  collection ;  readers'  cards, 
20,000.  The  circulation  for  the  year 
shows  a  slight  decrease,  while  reference 
shows  a  large  increase.  Receipts  for 
the  year,  $30,842;  expenditures,  $30.- 
486;.  of  this  salaries  were  $16,636  and 
books,  $7543. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Boston,  Mass.,  opens  with  a 
history  of  the  organization  of  the  li- 
brary department  in  1852,  followed  by 
a  list  of  the  members  of  the  various 
boards  of  directors  and  librarians  who 
have  served  from  that  date  up  to  the 
present  time. 

The  new  building  on  Blagden  street 
will  be  completed  during  the  coming 
summer. 

The  total  circulation  for  the  past 
year,  was  2,050,238  v.  Delay  in  open- 
ing the  schools  last  Fall  and  the  state 
of  employment,  are  given  as  reasons  for 
the  decrease  in  circulation.  During  the 
year,    the    library    has    supplied    with 
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books,  30  branches,  11  reading  room 
stations,  61  public  and  parochial 
schools,  62  engine  houses  and  36  other 
institutions,  showing  a  total  circulation 
from  the  central  library  to  these,  of 
52,024  V,  Each  branch  and  reading 
room  station  is  a  reservoir  from  which 
books  are  drawn  for  use  by  teachers  in 
nearby  vicinities.  Circulation  through 
the  branches,  is  given  as  1,776,745  v. 
During  the  year,  72,343  books  have 
been  sent  out  by  the  wagon  delivery 
system. 

There  are  1,139,682  v.  in  the  entire 
library  system  and  282,227  v.  in  the 
branches  and  reading  room  systems. 

The  circulation  of  pictures  from  the 
Fine  arts  department  amounted  to  2013 
portfolios. 

The  lecture  room  has  been  used  ex- 
tensively, not  only  for  the  free  lectures 
provided  by  the  library,  but  for  lectures 
given  under  the  auspices  of  teachers' 
clubs  and  various  civic  associations. 

Number  of  card  holders,  104. .125.  and 
population  of  Boston,  757,308. 
Centnl  Atlantic 

Helen  M.  Craig,  Pratt  '09,  formerly  of 
the  H.  W.  Wilson  Company,  has  been 
made  librarian  of  the  general  laboratories 
of  the  United  States  Rubber  Company 
of  New  York. 

Myrtle  I.  Roy,  Pratt  '12,  librarian  of 
the  Davenport  library,  Bath,  N.  Y.,  has 
been  appointed  to  succeed  Miss  Marion 
Morse,  Pratt  '01,  as  librarian  of  the  Pub- 
lic library,  Millbrook,  N.  Y. 

Miss  Jeanie  M.  Bulmer,  Pratt  '11,  for- 
merly librarian  of  the  Central  branch  of 
the  Young  Women's  Christian  Associa- 
tion in  New  York,  has  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  assistant  in  the  library  of  the 
Guaranty  Trust  Company. 
Central 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  libra- 
ry of  Danville,  Illinois,  records  34.150  v. 
on  the  shelves  with  a  circulatioon  of 
103,124  v. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Hoopston,  Illinois,  records  10,- 
140  books  on  the  shelves;  borrowers, 
2069  and  a  circulation  of  28,862. 


L.  Ruth  French,  Simmons,  '08,  for- 
merly with  the  Illinois  library  exten- 
sion commission,  has  been  appointed 
assistant  cataloger  at  the  Iowa  State 
College  library. 

The  busiest  year  in  the  history  of  the 
Public  library  of  Galesburg,  Ilinois.  has 
just  passed  according  to  the  annual  re- 
port of  that  library.  During  the  year, 
184,001  hooks  were  circulated.  There 
are  46,6S9  volumes  in  the  library  and 
6,484  borrowers. 

The  fifteenth  annual  report  of  the 
P.  M.  Musser  public  library  of  Musca- 
tine, Iowa,  gives  the  total  number  of 
books  in  the  library  as  15,418;  circula- 
tion, 55,682  and  registered  borrowers, 
4,773.  The  registration  in  the  chil- 
dren's department  was  349.  Good  book 
week  was  observed  in  December. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Jacksonville,  III.,  records  a  cir- 
culation of  63,661  V. ;  number  of  books 
on  the  shelves,  21,404;  card  holders, 
5,546.  There  was  a  decided  increase 
in  the  amount  of  reference  work  done. 
The  total  receipts  for  the  year,  $6,147. 
Balance  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  $35. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Carnegie  li- 
brary of  Carthage,  Mo.,  shows  the 
library  in  a  very  flourishing  condition. 
It  records  3969  borrowers;  books  on 
the  shelves,  10,773  and  a  circulation  of 
51,684  v.  Meetings  of  eight  women's 
clubs  and  various  other  organizations 
have  been  held  in  the  library.  Receipts. 
$5612;  expenditures,  $3895. 

A  new  $8,000  Carnegie  building  was 
opened  at  Malvern,  Iowa,  on  June  2. 
A  subscription  library  had  existed  for 
several  years  but  became  tax  supported 
two  years  ago,  and  was  moved  into  the 
Carnegie  building  upon  its  completion. 
Mrs  Ruth  Roberts  is  librarian.  The  li- 
brary was  organized,  previous  to  its 
opening,  by  Miss  Smith  of  the  Librar>' 
commission. 

The  St.  Paul  Trades  and  Labor 
Assembly  has  voted  to  establish  a 
branch  of  the  Public  library  in  its  hall. 
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The  branch  has  been  put  in  charge  of 
a  library  committee,  and  each  affiliated 
union  has  been  requested  to  appoint  a 
similar  committee  to  assist  in  the  selec- 
tion of  books.  The  assembly  voted  an 
assessment  of  one  cent  a  member  each 
quarter  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
library. 

A  new  library  building,  costing  $14,- 
OOO,  was  dedicated  at  Belmond,  Iowa, 
on  May  23,  with  appropriate  ceremony. 
This  building  is  the  gift  of  a  generous 
citizen,  Henry  Crist,  who  also  gave  the 
lot  and  furniture.  No  library  existed 
in  Belmond  previous  to  this  time. 

Mrs  W.  I.  Rosecrans  is  president  of 
the  board,  and  Mrs  Anna  Case  is  li- 
brarian. The  library  was  organized  by 
the  State  commission. 

In  retiring  from  the  librarianship  of 
Birchard  library,  Fremont,  Ohio,  Mrs 
Harriet  A.  Cast  completes  one  of  the 
longest  terms  of  such  service,  she  hav- 
ing been  the  librarian  for  the  past  38 
years.  Miss  Eva  M.  Morris,  who  has 
been  serving  Birchard  library  as  re- 
organizer  for  the  past  six  months,  be- 
comes librarian.  Miss  Morris  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Western  Reserve  li- 
brary school,  of  Cleveland,  and  has 
served  in  various  capacities  in  the 
Cleveland  and  East  Cleveland  public 
libraries  with  great  efficiency. 

The  twenty-seventh  annual  report 
of  the  Public  library  of  Duluth,  Minn., 
gives  a  total  circulation  of  236,166 v.; 
books  on  the  shelves,  70,630 ;  registered 
borrowers,  24,210.  At  the  main  library, 
59  story  hour  groups  were  held  with  an 
attendance  of  2,327.  There  are  12 
school  stations  maintained,  three  other 
deposit  stations  and  17  distributing 
agencies.  A  library  training  class  was 
conducted  during  the  fall  and  spring  of 
1915-16.  members  of  the  class  becoming 
available  for  substitute  work  in  the 
library  after  completing  the  course  and 
passing  civil  service  examinations. 

The  report  of  the  fifty-fifth  and  fifty- 
sixth  years  of  the  Public  library  and 
museum  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  has  been  is- 
sued.   It  records  a  notable  achievement 


in  service  to  the  public  and  in  the  up- 
building of  the  library.  The  total  num- 
ber of  volumes  in  the  main  library  and 
branches,  is  84,915.  The  circulation 
was  745,790  v.,  and  nearly  one-fifth  of 
the  population  of  Dayton  is  represented 
in  the  28,036  registered  borrowers. 
Class  room  libraries  and  factory  de- 
posits showed  a  total  circulation  of 
22,580  v.  and  68,338  recorded  calls  were 
answered  in  the  main  library.  The  li- 
brary rooms  have  been  used  exten- 
sively for  public  and  club  meetings. 
During  the  past  two  years,  many  not- 
able gifts  have  been  made  in  the  way 
of  books  and  bequests.  Total  receipts 
were  $50,343 ;  expenditures,  $50,343. 

The  ninth  biennial  report  of  the  Pub- 
lic library  commission  of  Indiana,  re- 
cords two  years  of  unusual  activity. 

During  this  time,  24  public  libraries 
have  been  established,  34  library  build- 
ings completed  with  16  library  build- 
ings now  in  progress  of  erection  and 
eight  public  libraries  and  one  college 
library  about  to  be  built.  The  commis- 
sion staff  made  388  visits.  The  report 
includes  an  interesting  account  of  the 
growth  of  the  public  library  commis- 
sion in  Indiana  and  the  growth  of  the 
libraries  in  that  state.  Appreciation  is 
expressed  for  the  extreme  interest 
which  the  Carnegie  Corporation  has 
taken  in  library  affairs  in  Indiana. 
During  the  two  terms  of  the  summer 
school.  89  persons  took  the  courses 
offered  in  library  instruction. 

In  the  last  two  years,  the  need  of  the 
schools  has  grown  so  that  the  commis- 
sion has  given  time  and  help  to  them, 
even  at  the  neglect  of  other  work. 
Under  the  direction  of  the  commission, 
10  school  libraries  were  organized. 

More  than  40  exhibits  showing  the 
work  done  by  the  public  library  com- 
mission and  the  libraries  of  the  state, 
have  proved  to  the  pupils  what  the 
libraries  can  do  and  are  doing. 

From  the  traveling  department,  77,- 
679  v.  were  circulated.  Books  are  lent 
in  collections  only  and  only  to  groups 
of  five  or  more  taxpayers. 
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South 

Ora  loneene  Smith,  Drexel  '03,  for 
the  past  four  years  chief  of  the  order 
division.  Library  of  Wisconsin  historical 
society  at  Madison,  has  resigned.  Miss 
Smith  expects  to  spend  the  summer  in 
Virginia  and  South  Carolina  and  will  be 
ready  to  return  to  library  work  in  the 
Fall. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  library 
of  Waco,  Texas,  1916,  shows  the  circu- 
lation to  have  been  111,960  v,  with 
21,643  V.  on  the  shelves;  active  member- 
ship, 8,957.  A  very  successful  publicity 
campaign  was  conducted  by  the  Waco 
Advertising  club  for  the  library  for  one 
week.  Probably  more  people  were  di- 
rected to  the  Hbrary  in  that  time  than  in 
all  the  years  the  library  has  been  in  exist- 
ence. 

The  twenty-seventh  annual  report 
of  the  Public  library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1917, 
shows  number  of  books  81,930;  circu- 
lation, 282,101 ;  new  registrations, 
6,455;  total,  18,604.  Receipts,  $26,066; 
expenditures  $25,987,  including  $4,184 
for  books.  $1,132  for  periodicals,  $1,281 
for  binding  and  $12,931  for  salaries. 

The  printing  of  the  regular  annual 
report  for  the  year  1916-17  was  aban- 
doned, a  brief  summary  of  the  activi- 
ties of  the  library  being  issued  in  a 
printed  folder.  The  municipal  authori- 
ties restored  a  good  part  of  the  $2,500 
decrease  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
year  1916-17  and  the  apportionment 
ordinance  passed  in  May  gives  the  li- 
brary an  increase  of  $5,000  for  the  fiscal 
year  1917-18. 

West 

John  F.  Davies,  for  sometime  librarian 
of  Public  library  of  Butte,  Mont.,  has 
resigned  his  position.  Gertrude  Nichols, 
for  10  years  assistant  librarian,  has  been 
appointed  Mr  Davies'  successor. 

Elizabeth  L.  Abbott,  formerly  libra- 
rian of  the  Studebaker  Co.  and  for  the 
past  year  librarian  of  the  Public  library 
at  Billings,  Mont.,  was  married,  June 
16,  to  Henry  E.  Garber,  Jr.,  of  Billings, 

The  annual  report  of  the  Carnegie  li- 
brary, Boise,  Idaho,  records  6689  regis- 


tered borrowers  and  a  total  circulation  of 
75,738.  Interesting  exhibits  have  been 
held  since  January,  one  of  which  was  an 
exhibit  of  drawings  and  paintings  by 
Idaho  artists. 

Canada 

The  report  of  the  Public  library  of 
Toronto,  Canada,  for  1916,  is  a  record 
of  prepress  in  all  branches  of  the  work, 
despite  the  handicap  of  the  war.  There 
are  over  16  libraries  and  branches  in  op- 
eration, including  three  new  branch 
buildings  erected  during  the  year,  to- 
gether with  internal  improvements  in  five 
other  branches.  The  library  continues  to 
be  debtor  to  the  much  esteemed  and  pub^ 
lie  spirited  benefactor,  John  Ross  Rob- 
ertson, by  his  generous  gifts  to  the  art 
galleries.  He  has,  also,  added  to  the  His- 
torical collection  of  Canadian  prints  and 
has  presented  the  library  with  214  water 
colors,  illustrative  of  eariy  bird  life.  An- 
other specially  valuable  collection  which 
Mr  Robertson  presented  to  the  reference 
library,  was  a  complete  file  of  the  Daily 
Telegraph,  published  in  Toronto  between 
1866  and  1872.  Other  valuable  gifts  of 
books  and  engravings  were  received  from 
other  citizens. 

Foreign 

An  interesting  library  feature  in  China 
is  a  series  of  lectures  which  is  being 
given  by  Mr  S.  T.  Y.  Seng,  a  graduate 
of  the  library  school  of  the  New  York 
public  library.  The  A.  L.  A.  exhibit  at 
San  Francisco  was  presented  to  the  Chi- 
nese representatives  at  the  Fair  on  thar 
request  for  it  as  a  loan.  It  was  hardly 
possible  that  it  would  be  wanted  again 
for  exhibit  purposes  by  the  A.  L.  A.  and 
so  it  was  given  to  China.  Mr  Seng  is 
lecturing  on  the  public  library  idea  in 
the  principal  cities  of  China,  using  for 
illustrative  purposes  the  A.  L.  A.  ma- 
terial supplemented  by  lantern  slides 
illustrating  the  work  of  the  New  York 
public  library.  Mr  Seng  came  to  Amer- 
ica from  the  library  of  Boone  university 
at  Wuchang,  China,  where  Miss  M.  E. 
Wood  is  librarian.  It  is  expected  that 
the  presentation  of  the  pictures  of  the 
actual  work  will  be  most  fruitful  of  re- 
sults for  Chinese  libraries. 
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LIBRARY 

DEPARTMENT 


with  ib  many  years  of  experience,  together  with 
our  unsurpassed  stock  o(  books  of  all  publishers, 
combine  to  make  a  library  service  erf  unequaled 
efficiency. 


Public  Libraries,  Schools, 
Colleges  and  Universities 

have  their  book  orders  handled  intelligently, 
expeditiously  and  accurately  by  us,  and  find  our 
prices  satisfactory.  We  solicit  correspondence 
from  librarians  not  acquainted  with  our  facilities 


A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co. 
Chicago 
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Library  furniture 


Combined  display  and  bulletin  case — pedestal  style  with 
two  shelves  for  display  of  books,  and  corticin  filled 
bulletin  space,  size  44>^"  z  IZH"- 
One  of  the  many  pieces  of  technical  library  furniture 
designed  and  carried  in  stock  by  Library  Bureau. 

Library  Bureau 


Chicago  New  Yoifc 

6  North  Michinn  av.  3I«  Broadway 

k  nuth  from  A.  L.  A.  headquarten) 

Sriurapim  in  hadii^  dim  in  tfe«  Umiltd  Stata.  Gnat  BriMn  and  Prana. 
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The  Largest  Retail  Book  Business 


John  Wanamaker  Stores 

LibrariBDH  will  find  our  facilities  the  best  tad  the  prices  lowest.  We  have  firat  call 
on  any  special  opportunities  which  puhliihers  have  to  offer  and  naturally  have  the 
pick  of  the  best  the  marlcet  affords.  Any  book  extant  is  here,  or  will  be  secured  if 
attainable  anywhere.  We  specialize  in  procuring  out-of-print  books.  Lists  for  qno- 
tatlons  receive  prompt  attention.    The  following  catalogues  will  be  sent  upon  request: 

Catalogue  of  Book  Bargains 

Issued  in  February 

SO  per  cent  to  80  per  cent  below  publication  priccM 

Handy  Catalogue  of  Books,  Magazines  and  Book 
.Specia/s  for  1917 

JOHN  WANAMAKER 

Philadelphia  New  York 


Chivers  Binding  for  Public  Libraries 

NEW  BOOKS 


'V€      la     my      mere     mutt    Uwn 
I  the  bindlns,  but  klao  In  Um 

Rivers'   methods  never  require  reblndliiK  uid  are  avklUMa  tor 

OLD  BOOKS  REBOUND 

ka  In  Cblvera*  methods  Insures  perm 
Bst  Intact  as  long  aa  the  pares  are  i 

MAGAZINE  BINDING 

Chivers  also  makes  a  specialty  of  Uassilne  Binding.     Hnnalnes  done  In  CUvar^ 

mathoda  are  better  sewed,  ore  bound  la  better  materials,  are  pleat 

are  better  look  In  r  than  any  other  bindings. 

Catalog  of  tweli 

Action  and  replaoem 

CHIVERS  BOOK  BINDING  COMPANY,  Inc. 

911.913  AtUntic  ATenue  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 
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COMPETITIVE  LIBRARY  PURCHASING 

'Librarians  not  familiar  with  our  prices  will  tind  it  to  (heir 
advantage  to  secure  quotations  from  us  before  placing 
their  orders  elsewhere.  We  are  not  only  willing  but 
eager  to  quote  out  net  prices  on  any  proposed  purchase. 

THE    BAKER    &  TAYLOR   CO.    ^.^tt-J  Brftlilli; 
354  4th  Ave.  NEW  YORK  CITY  At  Jtth  St. 


A    Fresh    Up-to-date    Library     Joornal 

Public  Libraries 

Price  (2.A0  a  year  In  United  SUIes,  Foreign 

$2.26 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

Six  North  MlcUflan  Avano* 

CHKACO 

Tucker-Kenworthy  Co. 


Printers  -  Binders 
Eiectrotypers 


Engrw 


301  South  La  Salle  St. 
Chicago 


Onr  Library  Department 

■vppliN  accaratelf  and  prompUr 

Books  of  All  Publishers 

Oor  dlscoonts  stand  the  test 
of  competitive  qnotatioa,  and 
for  yean  we  have  supplied 
the  chief  public  aod  naiver- 
8lt7  Ubrailes  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 
Let  US  act  as  yoor  agents. 
It  vHI  sare  yon  all  detail, 
and  mncb  expense. 

Charles  Scribner's  Sons 

B97  Fiftb  Atodih  NEW  YORK  CITY 
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William  H.  Rademaekers  &  Son,  ^^l^Z 

Biadera  for  the  Newsik  Free  Public  Library 
Comer  of  Chester  Avenue  and  Oraton  Street        Newark,  New  Jersey 

We  nuke  Libnry  Bookbinding  ■  ipecimlty  mnd  lupervice  mil  out  work. 

Over  thirty  ye»T.*  experience  in  ell  Brwiches  h«  taught  ut  wh»t  Binding  i*  moit  luitable 
(or  Librariea  ud  School*. 

Sead  »  2  nil..  12  >m.,  wUch  «<  «■  Uai  fro  •(  ch>r|*  ••  m  xr  Mt  ■  iwptt  •(  w  w.>i 
A^A>rpr»>fHt                                                                                                                  Pay  at  a  Pita 

QUAUTY  FIRST 

BOOK   BINDING 

Public  Libraries 

(All  Through  the  Country) 

THE  BOOK  SHOP  BINDERY 

DECIMAL  CLASSIFICATION 

Cloth  M:  fall  fleilbl  PetbIiq,  or  bair  goat  IT. 
plnipoiliKeanllb. 

FOREST  PRESS 

Tlie  Buff  Buckram  Binding  of 

Webster's  New  Internatioml 

Mctlooaiy.  It  is  now  recommended  In  prderence  to  the  sheep  binding  for 
ue  in  Schools,  Public  Libraries,  Offices,  Homes,  or  wherever  subject^  to 
lard  and  constant  service. 
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New  Twit 


G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons 

Pabllsbcrs,  Booksellers  and  Library  Ageots 

Our  extenaive  genera]  retail  bualness  enables  us  to  buy  both  here  and  abroad, 
on  the  most  favorable  terms. 

We  are  the  only  American  house  handling;  library  business  tfakt  baa  its  own 
London  branch  store.    We  make  purchases  direct,  paying  commissions  to  no  one. 

COBBESPONDENCE       SOLICITED 


QUALITY  AND  SERVICE 

in  Bookbinding  for  Libraries  at  Minimum  Cost 

Our  Macsihie  HoMen  are  die  Amplest  sod  Beat  «i  the  Hukel,  at  ■  Price  tbit  WU  Sarprise  Yon 

WAGENVOORD  &  CO. 

LIBRARY   BINDERS 

WRITE  FOR  PARTICULARS  LANSING.    MICHIGAN 


FINE  INKS 

and 

ADHESIVES 

I  For  those  who 

I  KNOW 

IDnwlDK  tgki 
Etanul  WrldDS  Ink 
EoaroMlnB  Ink 
PholoMotinlerVHM 
DnwlDB  Board  Puw 
Liquid  Pun 
Oftlca  Pute 
VcKetabls  GIuB,  Elc. 
An  tbeFtnaatand  Beit  Inks  and  AdhMtTM 
BnuiulpMa  nuHU  ham  the  km  ol  emrwlTt 
jnj  lU-cmelUiiI  lAki  jud  AdlwalTVi  And  Adopt 
UeHiaaina' to^anil  AiIbHivi'    Tliefwill 


Min*elatlaBtDTav,thBvar«ui««et,  cloBB 

mil  pnt  Bp,  and  wlUiI  w  efflclciit.    The* 
(tod*  are  MiiodiUT  idiptsd  Im  Ubrair  bw. 

At  Dealer*  Genenlly 

CHAS.  M.  HIGGINS  &  CO.,  Hfrl. 

(Bnochsai  CblCMO.  LoimIod) 
271  Ninth  Street,        Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


IMPORTANT  TO  UBRARIANS 
A  Typewriter  Exceptional 

The  Mnltiplex 
Hammond 


tht  KBab"Pr«lD— one  ot  ttacotbei— bDDdrcdllo 

Change   rour  typa  in  an  iiietant  froa 
one   ityle  la  another— or  anr  Uncnefe. 


_,  Tb*  principal  Libraris*  of  tba  cavatrr  ■ 


Hammond  Typewnter  Co. 

B43  E.  Stih  Street  at  Eatt  Rivar 
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MORE  BOOK   IBAJRCrAINS  I 

WiUingt  o(  Thonias  jtSatoa.  Definitive  Edition.  20  Vok.  in  10  (45.00)     .      $10.00 

Bomett**  Vegetable  Garden,  McQure,  ($1.50) 60 

Magntn,  EngB^  Utentme  in  ihe  19di  Century,  Putnam's  ($2.00)  .90 

CritchficJd,  Rise  and  Progresi  o(  the  LatinAmeiican  Republics.  Br«itaao*i  ($6.00)     2.75 

Santley,  Art  c^  Snging,  Maanillan  ($1.25) 50 

Our  End-of-the-Season  Cataloeueof  Btralci  (New).    Bargains.     Mailed  Free. 

THE  MORRIS  BOOK  SHOP       24  N.  Wabash  Ave.        OUCAGO 


Fifty  years  serving  Libraries 
should  count  (or  some  standard 

BOOKBINDING 

Why  not  get  in  touch,  Mr.  Librarian? 
SampUtfiir  Aeailifng 


1NVESTIGATE,„„„ 

I-ibSi*hcwiriifa.-^-n,  jngii 
T>iSKfcTa«<aifa*g.'3li.i  Ml  ^'■"b*^ 
lIMMCiuAnari^fwiriifcT  n  V 
&riinRMtai*riiK~iowc«kaaso.  1  a  A, 


The  H  R  H  Portfolio  and 
Magazine  Cover 

is  what  you  have  long  wished  for 

An  expansible  portfolio  that  will  hold  firmly  and  securely 
magazines,  prints  or  loose  papers 

Can  be  laid  flat  on  the  shelf  or  stood  upright.  May  be  lettered  on  back  as  a 
book.  Unlike  portfolios  of  the  bellows  variety  it  is  always  compact  and  neat- 
looking  whether  holding  a  few  prints,  or  six  or  even  twelve,  issues  of  a  maga- 
zine. Has  adjustable  back,  top  and  bottom  flaps  and,  if  desired,  can  be  fitted 
with  side  flap  slso,  giving  contents  complete  protection  from  dust. 

Strongly  made  so  as  to  be  serviceable,  yet  not  expensive 

It  ii  nude  of  stont  binders*  boards  covered  with  paper  or 
cloth  (see  price  list).    Special  sizes  will  be  made  to  order. 

Manofactumi  to  THE  H.  R.  HUNTTING  CO. 

Booksellers  and  Publishers  Springfield,  Mass. 
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THE  WAR 


YN  view  of  the  present  situation  we 
venture  to  assure  our  American  cor- 
respondents and  friends  tliat  our  business 
is  being  maintained  as  usual,  and  that 
shipments  both  by  mail  and  freight  are 
being  forwarded  regularly  We  therefore 
trust  our  correspondents  will  not  hesitate 
to  forward  their  orders  as  usual  and  even, 
if  possible,  increase  them,  as  the  main* 
tenance  of  business  relations  will  be  of 
great  assistance  to  all  classes,  and  we  in- 
vite your  cordial  co-os>eration  in  keeping 
our  commercial  relations  intact. 

A  LL  orders  for  books — new,  old  or 
■'*■  rare — Autc^^phs,  Engravings,  Pe- 
riodicals, etc.  will  receive  our  usual 
prompt  attention. 


Messrs.  B.  F.  Stevens  &  Browo 

4  Trafalgar  Square,   Charing  Cross, 
Lx>ndoii,  W.  C. 

New  York  Agency— 16  Beaver  Street 
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Published  by  Library  Bureau 

6  N.  Michitfan  Ave.  Chicatfo,  Illinou, 


KROEGER'S  GUIDE  TO  THE  STUDY 
AND  USE  OF  REFERENCE  BOOKS 

Revised  Throughout  and  Much  Enlarged 
by 

ISADORE  Gilbert  mudge 

Reference  Librarian,  Columbia  University 

Special  Pre-Publicatioti  Price,  $2.00 

LAST  OPPORTUNITY  I 

Price  After  Publication  $2.50 
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The  Changing  Public* 


The  development  of  library  methods  is 
not  unlike  that  of  the  designing  of  the 
printed  book,  which  has  been  described 
as  having  been  "mature  at  birth."  There 
has  been  little  change  in  the  ways  of  do- 
ing library  work  since  the  early  years  of 
the  association.  Most  of  the  contribu- 
tions of  later  years  have  but  filled  in  the 
outlines  which  were  drawn  at  that  time, 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  larger 
work,  just  as  the  schemes  of  classifica- 
tion devised  at  the  same  period  have  been 
elaborated  to  meet  the  need  of  a  much 
greater  number  of  books  and  subject 
headings. 

The  American  library  association 
brought  together  for  the  first  time  the 
library  people  of  the  country,  who  came 
mostly  from  the  university  and  reference 
libraries,  some  from  society  libraries  and 
others  from  the  few  public  libraries  of 
that  time ;  who  had,  as  individuals, 
worked  upon  many  of  the  same  problems 
and  now  found  opportunity  to  compare 
experiences  and  to  discuss  questions  of 
method. 

The  thoroughness  of  the  early  confer- 
ences in  the  discussion  of  these  matters 
and  the  early  standardization  of  details 
have  had  much  to  do  with  the  rapid  ex- 
pansion of  library  work,  the  extent  of 
which  is  shown  by  the  growth  of  the 
American  library  association  from  its 
small  beginnings  to  its  present  member- 
ship and  its  diversified  interests. 

The  new  enthusiasm  aroused  by  the 
conferences  awakened  librarians  to  tre- 
mendous possibilities  in  the  general  use 

s  at   Louisville 


of  books,  and  aroused  in  them  an  ambi- 
tion to  have  as  many  as  possible  of  the 
people  of  their  communities  counted 
among  their  readers,  aiming  from  the 
first  to  supply  "the  best  reading  for  the 
largest  number  at  the  least  cost." 

The  most  important  training,  so  far  as 
the  public  library  service  is  concerned,  is 
that  which  contributes  toward  an  under- 
standing of  the  things  of  the  spirit  and 
of  the"  activities  of  the  world,  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  past,  a  knowledge  of  books, 
and  above  all  a  knowledge  of  and  a  lik- 
ing for  people.  These,  together  with  the 
ability  to  know  people  in  tfieir  varied  life 
and  interests  and  to  be  able  to  help  them, 
with  broad  sympathy,  to  choose  the  right 
book  at  the  right  time,  are  qualifications 
desired  for  a  large  part  of  the  public 
library. 

The  larger  part  of  the  work  of  the 
public  library  of  today  is  work  with  the 
many  as  contrasted  with  its  earlier  work 
with  the  few.  The  original  small  group 
of  library  borrowers  was  probably  of  the 
more  intellectual  members  of  the  com- 
munity. Although  the  public  library  of 
the  present  does  not  neglect  the  inter- 
ests of  the  scholar,  and,  because  of  the 
system  of  inter-library  loans,  it  is  better 
able  than  ever  to  serve  him,  yet  its  em- 
phasis has  changed  as  the  circle  of  its 
influence  has  been  drawn  larger  and 
larger,  bringing  within  its  influence  more 
and  more  of  the  less  educated  and  less 
trained.  The  public  library  is  thus  be- 
coming, year  after  year,  the  elementary, 
the  secondary,  and  the  part-time  school, 
rather  than  the  university  of  the  people, 
as  it  used  to  be  called.  What  the  library 
offers  must  serve  as  the  nearest  approach 
to  formal  education  that  the  lar^r  pro- 
portion of  the  people  who  have  had  Imt  a 
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few  years  of  school  can  ever  hope  to 
have,  yet  we  must  admit  that  in  large 
measure  any  real  training  by  the  use  of 
books  our  readers  may  receive  is,  for 
the  most  part,  a  matter  of  chance. 

The  public  library  is  of  service  to 
large  numbers  of  its  present  public  who, 
whatever  their  years,  are  elementary 
readers.  Very  many  of  them  have  a  reali- 
zation of  an  ill-denned  need — a  need  to 
know,  a  need  to  do,  a  longing  for  some 
foundation  for  hope,  some  expectation 
of  satisfaction.  They  use  books,  when 
they  wake  up  to  the  possibility  of  help 
from  them,  as  a  means  toward  more 
abundant  life — more  intelligent,  more  ef- 
ficient, more  powerful,  more  satisfying. 

In  time  the  library  discovers  that  many 
possible  readers,  unconscious  of  the  help 
which  it  offers,  are  really  waiting  to  have 
the  library  brought  to  them,  and  library 
extension  work  is  commenced.  Library 
stations,  depositories  and  branch  libra- 
ries are  opened,  while  traveling  libraries 
are  sent  to  readers  in  schools,  shops  and 
clubs,  and  book  wagons  and  parcel  post 
bring  many  more  individuals  within 
touch  of  the  public  library. 

In  some  cities  the  work  of  the  public 
library  has  been  so  completely  organ- 
ized that  every  section  is  within  easy 
reach  of  some  agency  of  distribution. 
Even  where  this  is  accomplished,  the  use 
of  the  book  continues  to  increase  and  the 
possibilities  of  more  intensive  work  are 
still  far  from  being  realized. 

In  addition  to  what  the  public  library 
has  been  able  to  do  to  help  the  specific 
work  of  the  school,  it  has  found  in 
the  school  one  of  the  best  and  most  fer- 
tile opportunities  for  creating  a  love  of 
good  reading.  It  should  be  remembered, 
however,  that,  while  the  work  of  the 
library  goes  on  in  the  school  from  year 
to  year,  the  average  individual  child  is 
under  the  school's  influence  a  very  brief 
period,  after  which  the  children  become 
a  part  of  the  general  public.  To  what 
extent  the  public  library  retains  these 
former  school  children  as  library  readers 
it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  say.  We  do 
know  that  an  ever  increasing  number  of 
them  are  finding  after  a  few  years  that 
the  brevity  of   their  school   period   has 


proved  a  handicap  in  doing  their  work  in 
the  world  and  that  they  are  eager  to  gain 
further  training. 

Nearly  every  one  of  our  cities  has  a 
few  hundred,  some  many  thousands,  of 
people  under  an  even  greater  handicap 
than  the  limited  time  pupils  of  our  day 
schools,  because  they  are  without  the 
language  of  the  country.  We  know  the 
children  of  these  people,  with  their  eag- 
erness for  information  concerning  Amer- 
ica and  their  quickness  in  picking  up 
American  ways,  but  comparatively  few 
of  the  elders  of  these  new  Americans 
are  as  yet  in  touch  with  the  public  library. 
The  reason  for  this  may  be  because  of 
their  hesitation  to  enter  a  formal  build- 
ing doubtful  of  what  their  reception  may 
be,  rather  than  from  any  lack  of  appreci- 
ation of  what  the  public  library  has  to 
offer  them. 

It  would  seem  as  though  the  public 
library  had  a  duty  fully  as  important, 
probably  more  important,  toward  the 
many  out  of  school,  who  are  seeking  in- 
formation, as  the  duty,  fully  recognized, 
which  it  renders  to  those  still  under  edu- 
cational guidance. 

Should  the  library  assume  any  further 
responsibility  toward  aimless  general 
readers?  Library  policy  has  provided 
them  with  open  shelves  upon  which  the 
books  are  grouped  by  subject,  it  makes 
small  attractive  collections  of  books  upon 
subjects  of  special  or  passing  interest,  it 
provides  printed  lists  of- annotated  titles 
to  induce  the  readers  to  select  the  better 
books  and  encourages  in  every  way  the 
use  of  good  txwks — but  is  it  neglecting  an 
opportunity  to  help  the  individual  ?  Every 
public  hbrary  can  furnish  illustrations  of 
certain  borrowers  who  have  developed 
and  advanced  under  the  sympathetic  guid- 
ance of  some  library  friend,  and  these 
borrowers  are  perhaps  but  represent- 
atives from  a  large  class  which  might  be 
helped  if  a  way  could  be  found  to  offer 
something  more  in  the  way  of  individual 
suggestion,  if  not  individual  training. 

Without  formalizing  in  any  way  the 
work  of  the  public  library,  without  its 
becoming  less  broad  in  its  sympathies,  it 
may  find  it  possible  to  arrange  courses  of 
reading  with  guidance  which  would  at- 
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tract  some  of  its  many  desultory  readers. 
In  some  departments,  at  least,  there 
would  be  little  difficulty  in  finding  the 
ri^t  people  to  co-operate  with  the  library 
in  this  kind  of  work. 

A  trained  technical  or  vocational 
teacher  would  be  of  considerable  value 
in  the  library  to  help  with  personal  coun- 
sel and  advice  in  their  difficulties  many 
of  those  who  are  using  books  more  or 
less  blindly  in  the  continuation  of  their 
elementary  technical  study  in  connection 
with  their  work,  and  to  arrange  and  sup- 
ervise reading  courses  for  the  workers  in 
various  trades,  arts  and  occupations. 

It  may  sometime  prove  possible  to 
have  a  teacher  assigned  by  the  school 
authorities  for  this  duty,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  library  has  often  assigned 
an  expert  to  help  the  library  work  in  the 
schools. 

A  library  reading  course  might  well  be 
arranged  in  academic  studies,  as  well  as 
vocational,  under  volunteer  inspectors  or 
advisers. 

"To  every  workman  there  are  eager 
apprentices  who  are  hungry  to  know,  not 
his  way,  but  the  way.  Every  workman 
who  does  the  best  he  can  has  a  store  of 
value  for  the  younger  ones,  who  are 
drawn,  they  know  not  why,  to  the  pro- 
duction he  represents.  ...  I  would 
have  my  country  call  upon  every  man 
who  shows  vision  or  fineness  in  any  work 
to  serve  for  an  hour  or  two  each  day 
.  .  .  telling  the  mysteries  of  his  daily 
work" — Comfort. 

Is  it  not  possible  that  the  public  library 
can  use  its  wonderful  medium  as  a  link 
between  those  eager  to  leam  and  the 
skillful,  intelligent  workers  who  know  ? 

In  the  continued  expansion  of  the 
work  of  the  free  public  circulating 
library  into  that  "untraveled  world  whose 
margin  fades  forever  and  forever,"  may 
it  not  go  much  further  than  it  has  yet 
gone  towards  supplying  a  need  con- 
stantly apparent  of  many  of  our  un- 
trained readers?  May  it  not  think  more 
seriously,  broadly  and  sympathetically  of 
responding  to  the  definite  needs  of  the 
individual,  and  make  quantity  in  the  cir- 
culation of  books  secondary  to  nouri^- 
ing  the  more  abundant  life? 


Democracy  and  World  Politica 
Dr  Sbailer  Mathews,  University  of  Chicaco 

Two  tendencies  have  been  noticeable 
in  the  history  of  the  last  150  years.  The 
first  is  toward  the  autocratic  government 
represented  by  Prussia.  The  second  is 
toward  the  democratic  form  of  govern- 
ment represented  by  the  United  States. 
When  one  comes  to  contrast  these  two 
lines  of  development,  the  fundamental 
cause  of  the  present  war  is  apparent. 
Autocracy  has  challenged  democracy, 
and  is  endeavoring  to  control  the  world. 

The  process  of  Prussianization  is  ap- 
parent. Prussia  built  itself  up  under 
Frederick  II  by  a  series  of  conquests. 
During  the  Napoleonic  control  Germany 
developed  a  new  national  spirit.  With 
the  fall  of  Napoleon,  however,  this  spirit 
was  crushed,  and  autocracy  as  repre- 
sented by  Metternich  of  Austria  became 
dominant.  With  the  development  of 
Prussia  under  Bismarck  there  was  a  suc- 
cession of  subjections  of  the  German  peo- 
ple to  her  control.  Having  beaten  Aus- 
tria, the  Southern  German  States  were 
forced  into  the  union.  France  was  then 
weakened,  Austria  was  next  brought 
under  subjection,  the  Balkan  States  fol- 
lowed, and  then  Turkey.  Then  came  the 
renewed  attack  upon  France  and  Russia, 
with  the  expectation  of  speedy  conquest, 
and  the  present  war  was  on. 

This  process  has  been  steadily  opposed 
to  anything  like  real  representative  gov- 
ernment, and  the  German  government  at 
the  present  time  is  only  superficially  rep- 
resentative, for  the  Lower  house  of  the 
Empire  has  no  control,  and  the  Empire 
itself  is  really  under  the  control  of  Prus- 
sia, where  representative  government  is 
almost  as  remote  as  it  was  a  hundred 
years  ago. 

The  spread  of  democracy  from  the 
United  States  has  been  the  opposite.  The 
American  revolution  saved  liberalism  in 
Britain.  The  influence  of  the  Bills  of 
rights  of  America  appear  in  the  French 
declaration  of  rights,  and  by  degrees  a 
new  spirit  has  been  slowly  brought  into 
the  conception  of  government  through- 
out practically  all  of  Europe  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  central  powers.  How 
different   this   democracy    is    from    the 
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Prussian  autocracy  is  (o  be  seen  in  the 
conception  of  the  state  in  international 
relations. 

The  United  States  has  made  many  mis- 
takes, but  in  our  country  as  in  Great 
Britain  there  has  been  a  steadily  growing 
recognition  of  international  relations  as 
fundamentally  moral.  The  scholars  of 
Germany  declared  that  justice  is  only  a 
civil  virtue.  We  have  undertaken  to 
make  it  an  international  virtue.  Be- 
cause of  this  we  have  paid  for  such  lands 
as  have  come  to  us  even  by  war,  have 
returned  indemnities,  established  Cuba 
as  an  independent  state,  refused  to  in- 
tervene in  Mexico,  and  have  policed 
weaker  states  threatened  by  foreign 
creditors.  In  the  Philippines  we  have 
undertaken  to  educate  an  entire  people 
for  self-government. 

Germany  has  treated  us  as  if  we  were 
not  a  sovereign  power.  She  has  sunk  our 
ships,  blown  up  our  factories,  used  our 
territory  for  conspiracies  against  nations 
friendly  with  us,  denied  our  sovereignty 
upon  the  sea,  attempted  to  foment  a  re- 
volt among  our  citizens,  and  made  it  pos- 
sible for  citizens  of  the  United  States 
to  remain  citizens  of  Germany.  The  war 
into  which  we  have  come  is  primarily  a 
war  of  self-defense,  but  this  self-defense 
is  only  a  phase  of  the  larger  defense  of 
democracy. 


War  Economy  in  English  Libraries 
In  answer  to  the  query  as  to  how  far 
the  appropriations   of  the  libraries  had 
been  reduced  by  war  conditions,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Library  Association  says : 

The  outlay  in  normal  times  on  libraries 
owing  to  the  limitation  of  rate  is  rela- 
tively very  small  compared  with  that  on 
other  departments,  and  consequently 
strict  economy  has  always  been  a  neces- 
sity. Therefore,  unless  the  libraries  were 
to  be  closed  altogether,  the  running  ex- 
penses could  not  be  much  reduced,  and 
even  had  the  libraries  been  entirely 
closed,  the  bulk  of  the  expenditure  must 
run  on — i.  e.,  loan  charges,  care  of  build- 
ings and  books,  and  provision  for  the 
payments  to  the  large  number  of  the 
staff  on  military  service.  Such  a  policy 
of    closing  would   practically   have   re- 


sulted in  the  greatest  public  deprivation 
with  the  smallest  economy. 

The  view  of  library  au^orities,  which 
we  have  reason  to  believe  is  commonly 
held,  may  perhaps  best  be  expressed  in 
the  following  words  of  my  predecessor, 
Mr  Jast:  I 

The  public  library  is  the  one  great  agency 
which  can  help  us  in  fi^htine  the  Intellectual 
Germany,  with  which,  equally  with  the  Ma- 
terial Germany,  we  are  at  war,  by  proviil- 
ing  literature  which  will  enable  people  to 
understand  the  causes  of  the  present  con-  < 
flict,  the  meaning  of  the  civilization  for 
which  the  Allies  stand,  and  the  values  of  I 
the  various  ideas  and  conceptions  of  the 
human  mind.  The  library  can  also  help  is 
a  vital  way  by  supplying  people  with  the  | 
books  which  deal  in  a  not  too  technical 
fashion  with  the  fundamental  principles  of 
military  and  naval  strategy  and  tactics, 
which  will  enable  us  to  see  the  happenings 
of  the  moment  in  something  like  a  true 
perspective,  and  so  to  defeat  the  campaign 
of  mental  suggestion  which  Germany  is  car- 
rying on  with  a  thorouKhness  and  on  a  scale 
never  before  attempted  in  the  world. 

Generally  speaking,  the  public  library 
service  has  been  continued  but  in  some 
cases  with  reduced  temporary  staff, 
shorter  hours,  closing  of  news  and  maga- 
zine rooms  and,  perforce,  a  restricted 
expenditure  on  books  and  bookbinding. 

Perhaps  the  concrete  instance  of  my 
own  city  (Westminster)  libraries  may 
be  regarded  as  a  typical  illustration  of 
the  proportionate  effect  of  these  sav- 
ings. 

The  normal  average  expenditure  was 
some  £12,000  annually.  One  branch 
library  has  been  closed  altogether,  as 
also  the  news  and  magazine  rooms  in 
the  other  libraries.  The  remaining  de- 
partments close  earlier  but  give  a  daily 
service  for  both  reference  .and  lendii^ 
libraries.  The  saving  effected  is  approxi- 
mately £  3,000  per  annum,  notwith- 
standing that  about  £1,000  is  required 
for  pay  and  allowances  to  members  of 
the  staff  absent  on  military  service. 

If  in  our  own  case  we  had  closed  all 
the  libraries,  the  fixed  charges  would 
have  remained  at  the  figure  of  £5,500  at 
least  By  the  expenditure  ^f  the  addi- 
tional £3,500  the  public  retain  the  use 
of  three  libraries  continuing  their  work. 
Frank  Pacy, 
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A  personal  letter  from  Mr  J,  Y.  W, 
MacAlister,  editor  of  The  Librarian  and 
president  of  the  Library  Association, 
says  concerning  conditions : 

I  have  heard  of  your  very  successful 
meeting  from  several  friendly  corre- 
spondents, and  congratulate  you  on  being 
able  to  pilot  it  through  so  very  success- 
fully in  the  midst  of  war  excitement.  I 
hope  you  will  be  able  to  realize  your  hope 
of  keeping  all  your  libraries  open,  as 
you  expect,  and  you  will  be  better  able 
to  do  this  from  the  fact  that  so  many 
of  your  libraries  are  staffed  by  women. 

Many  of  our  libraries  have  been  most 
affected  by  the  members  of  their  staff 
either  volunteering  or  being  called  up 
for  military  duty,  and  already  we  have  a 
sadly  long  list  of  some  of  our  brightest 
spirits  who  have  gone  to  rest  in  France 
or  at  the  other  fronts. 

Some  of  the  London  libraries  have 
voluntarily  shared  their  quarters  with  the 
National  Service  department  and  differ- 
ent forms  of  special  war  work. 


i^tplicants  for  Civil  Service 
Examinatioii 

Libniy  auiitatU 

Salary  $50to  $100.  Open  to  non  resi- 
dents of  Illinois.  Positions  to  be  filled 
at  State  library  at  Springfield  and  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  library  at  Urbana. 
The  examination  will  be  unassembled 
and  will  cover  only  training  and  experi- 
ence. 

UbruT  deik 

Salary  $40  to  $60  a  month.  Open  to 
citizens  of  Illinois  over  19.  High  school 
graduation  and  reading  knowlet^e  of 
French  and  German  required. 

Examination  will  be  held  at  various 
Illinois  points  on  October  20.  For  fur- 
ther details  and  application  blanks  ad- 
dress State  Civil  Service  O^mmission, 
Springfield,  Illinois. 


Volunteer  Workers  in  Cbildren'o  Room 

Miss  Katberine  Scales,  children's  li- 
brarian at  Long  Beach,  Cal.,  sends  the 
following  item: 

We  have  partly  solved  the  problem  of 
keeping  the  shelves  straightened  in  the 


children's  room,  at  least  for  a  few 
months  during  the  year.  We  have  no 
page  here,  and  during  vacation  are  so 
busy  that  the  question  of  keeping  books 
in  order  is  a  serious  one.  However,  we 
have  found  a  way  out.  The  children 
themselves  do  the  work! 

In  the  summer  of  1916,  we  begar 
using  volunteer  helpers  to  keep  tht 
books  in  order,  and  so  popular  did  this 
method  prove,  that  we  are  using  it  again 
this  vacation.  The  response  to  the 
appeal  for  helpers  was  splendid,  a  larger 
number  even  than  last  year  offering  their 
services. 

A  child  is  appointed  to  certain  shelves, 
not  so  many  as  to  make  the  work  ardu- 
ous, and  is  told  that  he  is  responsible  for 
their  good  order  and  appearance.  Twice 
a  week  the  children  come  to  perform 
their  duties,  and  most  of  them  feel  the  re- 
sponsibility placed  upon  them,  being 
prompt,  an3  very  careful  to  make  up 
any  lost  time.  For  doing  this  work  we 
give  them  the  privilege  of  taking  out  on 
their  cards  two  books  of  fiction  instead 
of  one.  There  are  several  children  who 
do  not  avail  themselves  of  this  privilege, 
which  is  a  rather  pleasing  fact.  One  boy 
has  kept  up  the  work  all  through  the 
winter,  but  I  fear  this  eagerness  for  shelf 
straightening  is  due,  not  to  the  love  of  it, 
but  to  the  extra  book  of  fiction. 

Aside  from  being  very  helpful  to  us, 
the  work  is  beneficial  to  the  child.  He 
not  only  becomes  more  familiar  with  our 
system  of  arranging  books,  and  is  able 
to  help  other  children  thereby,  but  the 
contact  with  the  books  themselves  is  in- 
valuable. Often  children  are  found 
poring  over  books  which  would  never 
have  come  to  their  attention  in  any  other 
way.  At  first,  it  takes  time  and  patience 
to  explain  the  intricacies  of  the  classified 
books;  but  in  the  end  it  is  well  worth 
while. 

Each  summer  we  publish  in  the  paper 
a  list  of  the  children  who  are  serving  as 
volunteer  helpers. 


When  you  are  too  much  absorbed  in 
your  business  to  look  after  your  health, 
the  time  will  come  when  you  will  not  be 
able  to  take  care  of  either. 
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Public  Documents  Again 
Editor  of  Public  Libraries  : 

Various  organizations  have  planned 
uniform  bills  on  subjects  which  inter- 
ested them  and  uniformity  of  legislation 
has  been  promoted  in  this  way.  Why 
shouldn't  the  librarians,  especially  the 
state  librarians,  prepare  and  urge 
through  diflFerent  legislatures  a  uniform 
bill  in  regard  to  document  publication 
and.  distribution  ?  Any  one  who  has  to 
do  with  state  document  excljange  knows 
that  there  are  just  a  few  states  in  whidi 
there  are  exchange  centers  in  the  state 
libraries.  In  many  cases  it  is  not  possi- 
ble to  get  state  publications  without  writ- 
ing for  each  one  of  them  and  in  some 
cases  one  must  write  to  each  department 
in  the  state. 

Possibly  there  is  an  A.  L.  A.  com- 
mittee which  might  look  into  this,  or 
accomplish  it. 

Cornelia  Marvin, 

Librarian. 
Oregon  state  library. 


making  such  a  statement  as  to  the  book 
loaning  idea  being  new.  What  was  in 
mind,  however,  must  have  been  the  mat- 
ter of  loaning  the  business  books,  to- 
gether with  the  unusual  facilities  and  ex- 
pert knowledge  of  our  college  staff. 

R.  L.  Power. 


Proportionate  Statistics 
Editor  Public  Libraries: 

Sir — In  a  recent  library  report  which 
I  have  been  reading  I  notice  a  wide  dif- 
ference between  the  number  of  books 
circulated  and  the  amount  of  reference 
questions  answered.  I  can  not  help  won- 
dering if  there  is  any  significance  m  such 
statistics.  When  60,000  books  are  circu- 
lated, is  it  proportionate  that  only  a  few 
more  than  500  reference  questions  are 
asked?  It  would  seem  as  if  more  in- 
tensive work  should  be  done  in  the 
library  to  make  a  showing  equal  to  the 
circulation.    Am  I  wrong? 

Library  Assistant. 


Not  a  New  Idea 
To  the  Editor  of  Pubuc  Libraries: 

In  justice  to  the  State  Librarian  of 
Maine,  I  suggest  that  you  correct  the  er- 
roneous statement  on  page  268  of  Public 
Libraries  for  July.  The  paragraph  re- 
printed on  that  page  was  not  from  the 
report  of  the  Mame  state  library,  but 
form  a  daily  newspaper  article.  I  pre- 
sume that  the  writer  had  no  intention  of 


Power  of  Library  Trustees  Over 
Traveling  Expenses 

The  Superior  court  of  the  State  of 
Washington  has  rendered  a  decision  in 
the  case  of  State  ex  rcl.  John  B.  Kaiser, 
relator,  vs.  A.  V.  Fawcett,  mayor  of  the 
City  of  Tacoma,  respondent,  in  which 
the  mayor  had  refused  to  sign  the  war- 
rant issued  by  the  city  controller  in  pay- 
ment for  the  expenses  of  a  trip  east  dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1916,  when  as  libra- 
rian Mr  Kaiser  had  been  instructed  to  in- 
vestigate certain  library  problems  then 
pendmg  before  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Tacoma  public  library  and  to  at- 
tend the  annual  conference  of  the  Ameri- 
can library  association  at  Asbury  Park, 
New  Jersey. 

The  librarian  through  counsel  applied 
for  a  writ  of  mandate  ordering  the 
mayor  to  sign  the  warrant.  The  mayor 
through  the  city  attorney  filed  a  demur- 
rer admitting  all  the  facts  in  the  case  and 
merely  raising  the  question  as  to 
whether  under  the  law  of  Washington 
traveling  expenses  for  a  librarian  were 
legal  and  within  the  rights  of  the  li- 
brary Board  to  authorize.  Judge  Card 
overruled  the  demurrer  and  stated  that 
whether  or  not  such  travelii^  expenses 
were  a  legal  expenditure  within  the 
meaning  of  the  statute  is  a  matter  en- 
tirely at  the  discretion  of  the  Librarj- 
trustees  under  Section  6975  Remington 
&  Ballinger's  Annotated  Codes  &  Stat- 
utes of  Washington,  which  reads  in  part 
as  follows : 

The  trustees  shall  have  .  .  .  the  ex- 
clusive control  of  the  expenditure  of  all 
moneys  collected  for  the  library  fund;  and 
such  money  shall  be  paid  out  from  the 
treasury  by  the  proper  officers  upon  the 
properly  authenticated  vouchers  of  the 
board  of  trustees  without  further  audit 
,  .  .  The  trustees  shall  have  the  power 
to  do  all  other  acts  and  things  necessary 
to  the  management,  custody  and  control  of 
the  library. 
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The   city  attorney  has  served   notice  _ 
that  an  appeal  will  be  taken  from  the  ' 
judgment  of  the  Superior  court  to  the 
State  Supreme  court. 

The  matter  is  in  the  nature  of  a  test 
case.  It  is  hoped  that  the  decision  of 
the  State  Supreme  court  will  determine 
just  what  traveling  expenses  may  be  au- 
thorized not  only  by  library  boards  but 
by  public  officials  generally,  and  that  at 
least  a  dictum  may  be  forthcoming  re- 
garding the  jurisdiction  if  any  of  a  city 
council  over  public  library  affairs.  The 
only  other  case  exactly  in  point  as  far 
as  known  is  that  of  Kelso  vs.  Teale,  106 
California  477  (39  Pac.  948),  in  which 
the  Supreme  court  of  the  state  of  Cali- 
fornia, applying  a  similar  statute  to  that 
of  Washington,  held  that  whether  such 
expenses  are  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
library  boards  is  a  matter  for  the  library 
board  alone  to  determine. 


Soldiers'  Reading 

The  following  list  of  authors  most 
popular  with  "regulars"  and  National 
guardsmen  is  based  on  the  circulation  of 
250  books  among  two  regiments  at  Fort 
Snelling,  Minnesota.  From  June  5  to 
July  5  these  books  had  a  circulation  of 
628  outside  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  tent,  which 
is  well  supplied  with  current  magazines 
and  newspapers  for  use  in  the  tent. 
The  most  popular  authors  are: 
Mary  Roberts  Rinehart,  Conan  Doyle, 
McCuteheon.  Kipling,  C.  T.  Brady.  Richard 
Harding  Davis,  S.  R.  Crockett,  and  F.  Hop- 
kinson  Smith.  Honorable  mention  may  be 
made  of  O.  Henry,  Stockton,  Harold  Mac- 
Grath.  Bindloss,  Ian  Hay,  Louis  Joseph 
Vance,  Booth  Tarkington,  Captain  King, 
George  Randolph  Chester,  R.  W,  Chambers, 
E.  P.  Oppenheim,  and  J.   Farnol, 

There  may  be  other  authors  who  would 
go  as  well  if  we  had  more  titles  or  copies 
of  their  works.  We  had  a  good  number 
of  J.  F.  Cooper's  books,  but  they  seemed 
to  remain  on  the  shelves. 

Books  of  travel  go  well  and  there  is 
some  demand  for  poetry  and  biography, 
but  we  have  not  had  enough  non-fiction 
on  the  shelves  to  make  a  good  test  of  the 
popular  classes.  There  has  been  no  call 
for  a  technical  book  of  any  kind,  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  men  say. 


There  are  nearly  500  men  studying 
French  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  classes,  and 
we  cannot  begin  to  fill  the  demand  for 
dictionaries,  grammars,  easy  readers  and 
stories.  R.  L.  W. 


Soldiers  and   Books. 
Editor  of  Public  Libraries  ; 

At  the  recent  joint  meeting  of  the  A. 
L.  A.  War  Library  committee,  and  the 
Massachusetts  library  club  there  was 
expressed  by  certain  persons,  a  feeling 
of  doubt  as  to  the  attitude  of  soldiers  in 
the  war  of  the  rebellion,  1861-65,  regard- 
ing reading  tnatter;  it  was  reported  that 
they  were  indifferent,  and  that  the  sol- 
diers of  the  present  army  might  also  not 
care  for  reading  matter.  As  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  on  duty  for  two  years 
in  the  field,  and  in  hospitals  later,  as  an 
attendant  and  patient,  I  can  positively 
deny  that  statement. 

I  know  by  experience  and  constant  ob- 
servation that  had  it  not  been  for  read- 
ing matter  sent  to  the  front  and  to  hos- 
pitals by  relatives  and  friends,  the  sol- 
diers would  have  fared  badly.  I  do  not 
recall  any  books  that  might  have  been 
considered  a  war  library,  although  the 
United  States  Sanitary  Commission  pos- 
sibly sent  a  few  books  to  hospitals,  in  or 
near  Washington,  and  a  few  Northern 
cities.  The  soldiers  relied  almost  solely 
on  reading  Harper's  and  Frank  Leslie's 
weeklies,  and  longed  for  interesting 
books  to  read. 

The  need  for  good  books,  illustrated 
magazines  and  papers  for  the  large  army 
of  today,  is  tremendously  important,  and 
the  book  war-cry  of,  "A  million  dollars 
for  a  million  books  for  a  million  soldiers 
and  sailors,"  should  be  responded  to 
promptly  by  all  friends  of  the  United 
States  forces. 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.  S.  LOCKWOOD, 
Company  A,  13(A  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  1862-64. 


The  consumption  of  supplies  at  the 
front  is  so  great  that  for  every  man  in 
the  Army  or  Navy  there  must  be  at 
least  ten  people  at  work  producing  ma- 
terial at  home. 
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Camp  librarieB-Re[>ort.s  from  over  the 
country  show  deep  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  general  public  in  the  effort  to  raise 
money  for  camp  libraries  for  soldiers  and 
sailors.  Newspapers,  public  men  of  all 
kinds,  as  well  as  organizations  gave 
space,  time  and  effort  to  gathering  the 
"Million  dollars  for  a  million  books  for 
a  million  men."  The  results  will  be 
watched  for  with  interest. 

What  was  done  at  Louisville — It  is  a 
far  cry  from  the  last  week  in  June  to 
the  first  week  in  October,  and  much 
water  ha.s  run  under  every  bridge  of 
interest  since  that  time.  The  usual 
vacation  of  Public  Libraries  has  been 
more  than  filled  with  all  kinds  of  library 
problems,  hopes,  plans  and  purposes,  so 
that  when  it  comes  to  telling  what  really 
occurred  at  Jjauisville,  at  this  time,  one 
feels  that  the  story  has  been  heard  al- 
ready and  is  inclined  to  give  only  out- 
lines. 

The  meeting  was  different,  in  a  way, 
from  those  usually  held,  and  the  num- 
ber  of   impressions    received    from   the 


1917  meeting  is  nearly  as  varied  as  the 
kinds  of  people  in  attendance. 

Louisville,  as  was  expected,  covered 
itself  with  glory  in  hospitality  and 
courtesy.  Much  was  said  and  is  sttll  be- 
ing said  of  the  hot  weather.  One  did  not 
feel  the  hot  weather  so  much  when  o« 
was  in  the  open  air.  It  was  only  in 
crowded  rooms  where  the  meetings  were 
held,  or  in  crowded  corridors  where  con- 
ferences took  place,  or  when  one's  full 
strength  was  used  to  find  out  what  was 
taking  place,  or  what  had  taken  place,  or 
what  was  expected  to  take  place,  and 
when  one  had  exhausted  one's  strength 
and  patience  in  vainly  trying  to  find  the 
person  whose  name  was  on  the  register, 
that  one  concluded  as  a  last  decision  that 
it  was  hot  I  But  where  would  it  be  cool 
under  like  circumstances? 

War  discussions  tinged  every  pro- 
gram, and  showed  in  a  way  the  zeal 
which  librarians  can  muster  when  they 
have  a  definite  object  set  before  them.- 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  ftJl  Pro- 
ceedings will  be  issued  by  Secretary 
Utley,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  give  full 
details  of  much  that  is  very  interesting. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  immediate 
duty  is  to  take  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity offered  by  the  invitation  to  pro- 
vide libraries  for  the  cantonments  and 
training  stations,  the  Proceedings  are 
recommended  to  those  who  wish  to  know 
of  a  particular  matter. 

The  present  time— Not  in  the  whole 
history  of  the  A.  L.  A,  has  there  arisen 
such  an  opportunity  for  library  service  to 
make  good  the  claims  which  librarians 
have  been  setting  forth  for  so  many 
years  of  the  value  of  library  service  in 
the  everyday  business  of  living. 

There  are  two  parts  to  this  oppor- 
tunity :  First,  the  sincere  and  widespread 
interest  which  the  men  of  affairs  are  giv- 
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ing  to  the  efforts  of  the  A.  L.  A.  in  the 
effort  to  raise  the  million  dollar  fund  for 
camp  libraries. 

The  keen  interest  of  the  local  commit- 
tee in  Chicago  is  probably  not  different 
from  that  of  every  other  city  and  town 
in  the  country,  but  here  men  of  large  af- 
fairs, have  given  unstintedly  of  their 
time  and  interest  toward  making  it  pos- 
sible to  provide  libraries  for  the  soldiers. 
They  have  expressed  the  highest  appre- 
ciation of  the  value  of  this  library 
service. 

It  behooves  the  library  world,  which  is 
made  up  of  individual  units  to  clothe 
their  daily  service  with  the  same  power 
of  interesting  these  men  in  what  a  gen- 
eral library  stands  for  and  is  trying  to 
do,  that  they  have  shown  in  this  emer- 
gency period  of  providing  libraries  for 
the  soldiers.  Surely  library  work  will 
secure  by  the  work  of  the  present  time, 
an  army  of  powerful  supporters,  which 
ought  to  be  held  by  the  quality  and  value 
of  the  library  service  rendered  in  every 
community  throughout  the  country  for 
all  time  to  come. 

On  the  other  hand,  librarians,  as  such, 
by  rising  to  the  opportunity  which  is 
theirs  at  tfcis  time,  by  showing  intelligent 
performance  of  library  work  in  the  broad 
light  of  the  present  interest,  will  create 
in  the  minds  of  the  public  a  more  appre- 
ciative attitude  towards  them  as  valuable 
public  servants,  than  has  been  the  case 
heretofore;  or  failing  to  do  this,  the  eyes 
of  the  business  world  and  people  of  high 
order,  will  measure  them  as  failures  and 
will  be  less  inclined  than  ever,  and  rightly 
so,  to  listen  to  much  of  the  patter  that 
goes  on  about  their  work  as  librarians. 

It  could  but  be,  it  would  seem,  a  time 
of  winnowing,  when  what  is  worth  while 
will  come  out  stronger,  finer,  better,  and 
what  is  chaff  will  be  driven  away  by  the 


strong  winds  of  emergency,  before  which 
such  chaff  will  not  be  able  to  stand. 

Work  of  the  comiiig  Tcar—It  is  without 
question  that  library  work  at  the  pres- 
ent time  and  for  some  time  to  come,  will 
share  in  the  conditions  covering  every 
other  form  of  human  activity  and  ac- 
cordingly will  be  tinged  with  the  spirit 
of  the  dreadful  world  disaster  which  has 
enveloped  ail  in  these  beginning  years  of 
the  twentieth  century. 

In  the  case  of  the  libraries,  as  in  every 
other  serious,  earnest  effort,  offsetting 
many  drawbacks,  reverses  and  injuries 
received  on  account  of  these  conditions, 
there  will  come  a  renewed  spirit  of  serv- 
ice, a  more  prevalent  feeling  of  a  place 
in  the  world's  solidarity  of  interest. 
There  will  be  a  larger  recognition  by  the 
librarians  of  the  opportunities  and  duties 
growing  out  of  these  conditions  and  a 
clearer  recognition  on  the  part  of  the 
public  that  the  library  has  something 
which  is  positively  more  important  and 
more  greatly  necessary  than  it  has  ever 
realized  before  notwithstanding  the  pub- 
lic money  that  has  for  the  most  part  been 
so  readily,  though  not  largely,  devoted  to 
its  upkeep. 

To  the  librarians,  the  times  will  bring 
in  addition  to  the  many  other  things 
which  as  individuals  they  will  sense  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  a 
more  realizing  sense  of  their  obligations 
to  meet  effectively  the  increased  demand 
made  upon  the  library  as  a  result  of  an 
increased  interest  throughout  the  com- 
munity, in  economical,  political  and  social 
questions. 

They  will,  undoubtedly,  realize  the  ne- 
cessity for  more  and  continued  education, 
acquired  both  by  self-study  and  school 
attendance,  relating  to  these  affairs 
and  the  necessity  for  a  larger  acquaint- 
ance with  and  interest  in,  the  activities 
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engaging  the  attention  of  the  leaders  of 
the  world's  thought.  From  these  condi- 
tions and  their  attendant  demands,  every 
one  will  realize  the  absolute  necessity  of 
the  custodians  of  books  being  educated, 
liberal,  broad-minded,  and  in  a  sense, 
ambitious  persons  and  one  of  the  good 
results  will  be  sensed  in  the  disappear- 
ance, either  voluntary  or  of  necessity,  of 
the  inefficient,  the  uninterested,  and  unin- 
formed and,  consequently,  the  incompe- 
tent imits  in  library  service. 

To  borrow  from  Dr  Putnam's  address 
at  Louisville,  as  chairman  of  the  Mobili- 
zation Committee,  a  statement  which 
should  form  the  daily  purpose  of  every 
library  of  every  class,  and  kind : 

Each  library  is  urged  to  prore  that  it  is 
something  more  than  a  building  and  a  col- 
lection of  books  for  normal  times.  It  is  an 
organization  sensitive  to  new  impulses  and 
emergency  needs  of  its  community  and  not 
merely  responsible  to  them,  but  with  poten- 
tial energies  within  itself,  capable  of  in- 
vigorating and  guiding  the  effort  to  meet 
them. 

Our  people  are  urged  to  refrain  from 
waste  in  recreation  and  luxuries.  The 
library  offers  them  a  welcomed  substitute. 
They  wit!  be  called  upon  for  sacrifice  and 
bereavement  and  to  many  of  them  books 
will  yield  the  best  solace. 

In  the  meantime,  they  are  cautioned 
against  hysteria.  The  best  resistent  is 
books.  The  library  which  furnishes  them 
profusely,  yet  discriminatingly,  is  a  great 
"stabilizer,"  aiding  to  keep  us  aloft  and 
erect  in  a  vortex  of  dizzying  currents  and 
counter  currents. 

The  library  is  a  fundamental  institution  of 
our  democracy.  With  democracy  itself  on 
trial,  we  cannot  afford  to  have  it  appear  that 
in  a  crisis  such  as  this,  its  fundamental  in- 
stitutions are  set  aside  and  their  normal 
processes  suspended  and  their  normal  activities 
curtailed.  Rather  should  such  a  crisis  bring 
them  into  greater  relief,  a  more  active  op- 
eration and  a  more  evident  utility. 

Verily  these  are  times  that  try  out  all 
things. 


Death's  Recent  Toll 

The  intervening  weeks  since  the  last 
visit  of  Public  Libraries  have  broi^ht 
an  unusual  number  of  death  messages 
to  persons  actively  or  prominently  iden- 
tified with  library  service. 

Vniliam  Iiuc  Fletcher 

First,  at  the  Louisville  meeting,  cante 
notice  of  the  death  of  William  I.  Fletch- 
er, one  of  those  who  helped  to  place  a 
firm  foundation  under  the  association  in 
its  first  years,  and  who  for  nearly  30 
years  of  active  service  endeared  himself 
continually  to  those  who  came  in  contact 
with  him  in  library  work.  His  contri- 
butions to  the  development  of  library 
doctrine  are  today  as  sound  as  when  first 
presented.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
stood  firmly  for  the  rights  and  power  of 
pure  literature  as  valuable  contributions 
to  the  development  of  intelligence  and 
happiness.  "Utility  is  not  to  be  ignored, 
but  no  more  is  ctjlture,"  was  an  oft  re- 
peated    comment     on    library     service. 

The  bibliographical  side  of  library 
work  appealed  strongly  to  him,  and  his 
contributions  in  these  fields,  perhaps,  lead 
in  value  and  scope  those  of  any  other 
active  librarian. 

He  began  library  work  with  Dr  W.  F. 
Poole  and  was  editor  of  Poole's  Index 
for  27  years.  Other  works  of  standing 
form  his  contribution  to  library  litera- 
ture. He  was  connected  with  the  Boston 
Athenaeum  and  other  New  England  li- 
braries until  1883,  when  he  became  libra- 
rian of  Amherst  college,  holding  his  con- 
nection therewith  until  his  death.  He 
was  a  lovable  character  and  no  one  ever 
appealed  to  him  for  help  without  receiv- 
ing a  full  measure  of  the  best  he  had  to 
offer. 

Junea  L.  Gillis 

From  the  other  side  of  the  continent 
came  the  news  of  the  death  of  Mr  James 
L.  Gillis,  State  librarian  of  California. 

For  the  past  18  years,  Mr  Gillis 
stood  as  a  notable  example  of  what  a  real 
politician  with  a  conscience  may  do  in 
public  work. 

There  has  been  little  question  but  that 
Mr  Gillis'  appointment  in  the  first  place 
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was  made  because  he  had  shown  effi- 
ciency and  obtained,  without  criticism, 
results  which  were  appreciated  in  the 
field  of  California  politics.  But  after  his 
appointment,  as  he  himself  told  the 
writer,  in  examining  the  situation  in 
which  he  found  himself  and  the  duties 
pertaining  to  the  position  to  which  he  had 
been  appointed,  he  found  that  in  his  hand 
was  a  great  machine  for  building  up  an 
institution  which  could  bring  to  the  peo- 
ple of  his  State,  abundant  sources  of 
helpfulness. 

So  this  man  accepted  zealously  and 
conscientiously  the  duties  connected  with 
the  privileges  created  for  him  as  chief 
librarian  of  his  state.  He  immediately 
set  about  to  learn  the  power  and  methods 
of  the  machinery  in  order  that  he  might 
know  the  best  way  o£  using  it.  He  im- 
mediately decided  to  visit  the  other  state 
libraries  of  the  country  to  familiarize 
himself  with  what  had  been  done,  what 
was  being  done,  and  what  was  best  to  do. 

He  visited  the  office  of  Public  Li- 
braries in  the  first  steps  of  his  travel. 
Quiet,  almost  difBdent  in  asking  ques- 
tions, slow  in  making  comments,  one 
would  almost  have  said  the  appointment 
was  not  out  of  the  usual  appointments 
in  State  libraries,  except  that  through  it 
all  there  was  a  sense  of  reserve  power. 

He  came  again  to  the  ofBce  of  Public 
Libraries  on  his  return  trip  to  his 
home  in  an  entirely  different  frame  of 
mind.  He  had  caught  the  vision  of  what 
library  service  really  means,  and  the 
sense  of  reserve  power  had  changed  its 
character  to  a  dynamic  force  that  then 
promised  the  good  things  which  have 
since  been  accomplished  by  the  Califor- 
nia State  library  under  his  direction. 

For  18  years,  he  rendered  to  his 
State  and  to  the  country  an  example  of 
what  a  conscientious,  intelligent  public 
official  can  be  when  he  is  sincere  in  ac- 
cepting a  public  office  as  a  public  trust. 
His  plan  of  using  the  county  as  the  tax 
unit  for  library  funds  marked  a 
new  era  for  public  library  service. 
A  man  with  his  singleness  of  purpose  and 
with  the  power  to  see  to  the  end  the  plans 
which  he  had  in  his  own  mind,  was  bound 
to  meet  with  opposition   from  others' 


misunderstanding,  but  when  the  story  of 
the  development  of  state  library  service 
in  the  United  States  is  finally  written, 
the  name  of  James  L.  Gillis  deservedly 
will  take  high  rank  as  probably  the  fore- 
most state  librarian  of  his  day,  and  the 
people  of  California  will  realize  more  and 
more  as  time  goes  on,  the  value  of  the 
pioneer  work  that  he  did  in  transforming 
the  library  stream  which  had  been  used 
before  his  day  only  to  turn  the  wheels  of 
personal  ambition,  into  a  broad,  deep  and 
powerful  current  of  sincere,  effective 
public  service. 

Henry  Eduard   Legler 

So  brilliant  and  all  pervading  is  "the 
red  thread  of  pain"  running  through 
every  present  thought  as  one  tries  to 
accept  the  inevitable  loss  sustained  in 
the  going  of  Henry  E.  Legler,  the  be- 
loved leader  of  library  service  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  that  to  iittingly  an- 
nounce it  to  the  readers  of  Public  Li- 
braries at  this  time  is  an  almost  im- 
possible task. 

He  had  been  in  failing  health  for  a 
long  time  before  the  end  came, 
although  at  various  intervals  a  recuper- 
ation appeared  to  give  color  to  the  un- 
failing hope  of  a  multitude  of  devoted 
friends  that  he  would  be  restored 
eventually  to  his  former  vigor.  But  the 
end  came  on  Thursday,  September  13. 

What  a  host  of  precious  memories  he 
has  left  to  those  who  knew  him  in  close 
association  in  either  friendly  or  profes* 
sional  relations  1 

What  varied,  what  delicate,  what 
forceful,  what  extraordinary,  what  com- 
plete power  a  remembrance  of  his  unique 
personality  brings  before  one!  Quiet 
but  not  dumb,  gentle  but  not  weak, 
cautious  but  not  afraid,  just  but  not  se- 
vere,  engaging  but  not  assuming,  mod- 
est but  not  diffident,  courageous  but 
in  no  wise  cruel — one  could  go  on  end- 
lessly to  enumerate  the  impressions 
changing,  but  always  refined  which 
personal  contact  with  Mr  L^ler  pro- 
duced. An  artist,  a  dreamer  of  high 
visions,  unsparing  in  his  efforts  to  ac- 
complish the  duties  of  the  hour  at 
whatever  cost  to  himself,  he  literally 
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spent  himself  in  doin^  what  he  thought 
was  his  to  do.  Home  and  family,  li- 
brary and  community  —  friends  and 
associates  have  lost  a  clear  note  of  in- 
spiration, the  like  of  which  will  not 
easily  come  a^in. 

And  yet,  his  spirit  and  its  inf^ueoce 
will  not  be  lost  either  to  his  work  or  to 
his  friends.  Though  dead,  he  yet 
speakcth  to  those  who  found  pleasure 
and  profit  in  his  friendship. 

There  is  no  death;  the  stars  go  down 

To  shine  upon  some  other  shore. 
Bright  in  heaven's  jeweled  crown, 
They  shine  forever  more. 

Mr.  Legler  was  born  in  Italy,  and 
the  story  of  his  young  life  was  full  of 
the  unusual,  and  doubtless  contributed 
much  to  the  formation  of  his  lovable 
character.  He  came  to  America  while 
still  quite  young,  and  lived  for  the 
most  part  in  Wisconsin  before  coming 
to  Chicago.  His  interests  were  always 
bookish,  and  in  that,  many  sided — the 
book  as  a  work  of  art,  as  a  carriage  of 
history,  of  romance,  was  always  dear 
to  his  heart.  He  loved  books  as  books, 
but  he  also  early  learned  to  use  them 
as  instruments  fitted  to  the  business  of 
living.  He  was  a  librarian  in  spirit 
while  still  the  editor,  the  schoolman, 
the  state  official,  and  when  he  came  to 
Chicago  in  1908  to  direct  the  newly- 
awakened  library  spirit  of  the  com- 
munity, he  came  full-armed  in  knowl- 
edge, in  experience,  in  desire  to  work 
out  the  admirable  development  in  li- 
brary service  that  has  been  fostered  un- 
der his  efficient  care.  Whatever  the 
future  may  bring  to  the  Chicago  public 
library  in  development,  his  years  of 
service  mark  a  mountain  peak  of  the 
highest  altitude. 

Mr.  Legler  was  not  an  old  man,  and 
many  will  long  regret  that  at  the  age 
of  56  he  was  so  spent  that  the  book  of 
his  earthly  life  was  closed. 

News  was  also  received  of  the  tragic 
death  of  A.  J.  Rudolph,  for  many  years 
connected  with  the  Newberry  library, 
Chicago,  in  various  capacities,  and 
known  as  the  inventor  of  the  "Rudolph 
Indexer." 


Can^i  Libraries 

A  recent  letter  to  a  returned  Cana- 
dian concerning  the  movement  for 
camp  libraries,  brought  this  sort  of  an 
answer : 

I  feel  sorry  that  you  should  be  straggliiig 
along  with  problems,  feeling  your  way  at 
"""  "'  preat  energy  and  expense  to  get 


that  the  boys  have  for  reading  is  very,  very 
limited.  We  could  tell  you  that  they  cer- 
tainly want  reading,  but  what  they  espe- 
cially like  are  magazines  and  more  maga- 
zines and  the  lightest  kind  of  norels,  tne 
Henty  line  being  especially  popular.  Of 
course  they  should  have  much  more  than 
these,  but  these  are  the  kind  that  will  be 
generally  read.  We  can  tell  you  that  yon 
will  get  the  best  kind  of  library  enthusiasts 
from  among  the  men  themselves,  and  that 
outside  expensive  library  attendance  is  not 
retfuired,  as  a  rule.  As  for  huts,  we  have 
built  hundreds  of  them,  and  even  those  at 
the  front  rarely  cost  more  than  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  hundred.  We  could  tell  you 
that  you  would  be  handling  a  constantly 
changing  clientele,  and  that  a  comparatively 
small  collection  of  books  and  periodicals 
could  serve  a  very  large  group  of  men. 

In  the  effort  to  raise  the  money  for 
camp  libraries,  one  has  frequently 
heard  it  remarked,  "I  cannot  see  where 
there  is  a  place  in  army  life  for 
libraries."  This  question  has  been  so 
completely  answered  in  the  recent  ut- 
terances of  Dr  Henry  Van  Dyke,  no 
library  expression  can  improve  on  it: 

One  thing  this  war  has  certainly  taught  the 
world,  and  Siat  is  that  victory  does  not  depend 
solely  upon  'big  battalions,'  but  upon  large  and 
strong  and  brave  hearts  and  minds  in  the  bat- 
talions. The  morale  of  the  army  is  the  hidden 
force  which  uses  the  weapons  of  war  to  the 
best  advantage,  and  nothing  is  more  important 
in  keeping  up  this  morale  than  a  supply  of 
really  good  reading  for  the  men  in  Ulcir 
hours  of  enforced  mactivity,  whether  they 
are  in  the  campaign  preparing  for  battle,  or 
in  the  trench  waiting  to  renew  the  battle 
again,  or  in  the  hospital  wounded  and  trying 
to  regain  strength  of  body  and  mind  to  go 
back  to  the  battle  for  which  they  have  en- 
listed. Human  fellowship,  good  books  and 
music  are  three  of  the  best  medicines  and 
tonics  in  the  world. 

There  is  always  a  place  for  books 
wherever  intelligent  men  assemble.  In- 
telligence, not  force,  w^l  win  the  war. 
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Meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A.  at  Louisville 
The  first  session  of  the  American  li- 
brary association  was  held  on  Thursday 
evening,  June  21,  at  Macauley's  theater. 
It  was  called  to  order  by  the  president, 
Walter  L,  Brown,  who  introduced  Gov- 
ernor Augustus  O.  Stanley  of  Kentucky. 
Governor  Stanley,  in  a  glowingly  elo- 
quent address,  traced  the  development  of 
learning  and  literature  from  the  early 
days  down  to  the  present,  reminding  the 
librarians  in  his  welcome  to  Kentucky, 
of  the  great  responsibility  resting  upon 
them  to  deliver  to  posterity  the  intellec- 
tual riches  committed  to  their  care. 

He  was  followed  by  Mayor  John  H. 
Buschemeyer  of  Louisville,  who  referred 
to  the  crisis  of  the  present  time,  compli- 
mented librarians  on  the  evidence  of 
their  faithfulness  in  serving  the  needs  of 
the  public  and  expressed  a  most  cordial 
welcome  to  Louisville. 

Dr  Shailer  Mathews  of  the  University 
of  Chicago,  delivered  the  evening  ad- 
dress on  Democracy  and  world  politics. 
(See  page  30). 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  the  com- 
pany met  in  the  ball  room  of  the  Seel- 
bach  hotel,  where  a  most  delightful  meet- 
ing of  old  friends  and  the  making  of  new 
acquaintances  kept  the  large  company 
happy  until  a  late  hour. 

On  Friday  morning,  the  second  session 
was  opened  by  the  president's  address 
on  The  changing  public.  (See  page  299). 
This  was  followed  by  a  memorial  to  the 
late  lamented  Mary  Wright  Plummer, 
presented  by  Miss  Josephine  A.  Rath- 
bone.  It  was  adopted  by  a  standing, 
silent  vote. 

Report  of  Mobilisation  committee 
The  next  on  the  program  was  a  report 
of  the  Mobilization  committee  by  Dr 
Herbert  Putnam,  chairman,  who  sounded 
the  keynote  of  the  rest  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  admirable  report  which  he 
made  on  the  war  service  possible  to  be 
rendered  by  librarians  and  the  Ameri- 
can library  association. 

The  committee  ■was  referred  to  as  tem- 
porary and  preliminary,  whose  object  it 
was  to  assemble  the  general  su^estions 
and  to  bring  them  before  the  conference 


with  recommendations  as  to  what  might 
be  most  practical  and  most  helpful  to  the 
government,  with  the  thought  that  there 
would  grow  out  of  it  a  working  com- 
mittee to  represent  the  association  in  the 
activities  determined  upon.  A  distinc- 
tion was  drawn  between  the  services  of 
individual  libraries,  or  in  co-operation 
with  the  local  authorities,  and  those  sug- 
gested for  the  national  library  associa- 
tion. The  services  of  individual  libraries 
would  include  numerous  measures  to  in- 
form and  stimulate  the  local  community 
to  register  its  potential  energies  for  serv- 
ice of  various  sorts  and  to  aid  in  cor- 
relating these  so  as  to  secure  the  maxi- 
mum of  efficiency  with  the  least  duplica- 
tion and  waste. 

The  service  for  the  American  library 
association  would  involve  a  close  touch 
with  the  policies  and  plans  of  the  fed- 
eral authorities.  The  acquisition  of  in- 
formation which  these  authorities  desire 
to  diflfuse  and  a  systematic  method  of 
diffusing  it  through  libraries,  which,  next 
to  the  newspapers  and  periodicals  and 
by  means  of  them,  are  the  best  agencies 
for  diffusing  it  generally. 

The  report  referred  to  the  special  ap- 
peal for  the  supply  of  reading  matter 
for  troops  in  camp.  After  referrine  to 
the  efforts  which  had  been  made  along 
these  lines  in  Europe  and  last  summer 
at  the  border,  it  pointed  out  the  need 
for  it  for  the  half  million  men,  many  of 
them  heretofore  dependent  on  books, 
men  trained  to  the  use  of  books,  men  un- 
trained to  their  use  but  who  might  be 
brought  to  them,  men  taken  from  pro- 
fessions, arts  and  trades  in  which  the 
books  supplied  might  later  benefit  them, 
men  of  all  sorts  to  whom  merely  recrea- 
tive reading  would  be  a  boon  for  the 
inactive  hours  which  bring  depressing  te- 
dium and  dangerous  temptation. 

The  report  set  out  at  length  the  need 
for  all  kinds  of  books  and  then  analyzed 
the  situation  with  its  attendant  elements 
in  an  endeavor  to  find  what  was  possible 
lo  be  done  and  done  effectively.  It  re- 
ferred to  the  work  of  individual  libraries 
of  some  of  the  states  through  their  state 
library,  or  library  commissions,  but 
[tointed  out  that  the  great  concentration 
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of  men  will  not  be  served  by  such  means; 
that  the  service  must  be  expert  and  the 
means  of  gathering,  forwarding,  accom- 
modating and  administering  these  books 
will  require  ample,  thorough  and  intel- 
ligent organization. 

Funds,  as  well  as  books,  will  have  to 
be  solicited  and  all  the  appeals  for  them 
must  carry  authority. 

The  report  put  forward  the  question 
as  to  whether  the  Association  should  co- 
operate with  agencies  already  existing, 
or  whether  it  should  undertake  to  work 
independently.  It  referred  to  the  three 
agencies;  first,  an  auxiliary  of  the  War 
department— the  commission  on  training 
camp  activities;  second,  the  American 
Red  Cross,  and  third,  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  association. 

These  three  agencies  have  not  yet 
formulated  definite  plans  covering  the 
work,  but  their  representatives  have 
made  clear  that  they  would  welcome  and 
value  highly  the  aid  which  the  Associa- 
tion and  individual  libraries  might  ren- 
der. 

The  obvious  forms  of  aids  would  be 
those  by  the  A.  L.  A.,  through  its  spe- 
cial committee,  by  its  compilation  of  lists 
of  desirable  books.  This  committee 
could  also  aid  in  giving  wide  publicity 
to  the  project,  could  inform  and  advise 
libraries  in  their  relation  with  it,  could 

five  added  authority  to  the  appeals  for 
unds  and  material  and  could  advise  with 
the  representatives  of  the  agencies  as  to 
developing  details  in  administration. 

The  important  services  of  the  indi- 
vidual library,  besides  aiding  in  the  pub- 
licity, would  be  to  receive  and  sift  ma- 
terial and  forward  it.  An  inquiry  is 
before  the  Railroad  board  as  to  whether 
the  railroad  systems  would  undertake 
transmission  generally.  If  they  do  so 
they  should  be  safeguarded  against  the 
burden  of  carrying  what  may  not  be 
wanted  and  it  is  suggested  that  the  local 
agencies  be  authorized  to  accept  for 
transmissions  shipments  examined  and 
certified  by  the  librarian  of  the  local  li- 
brary. 

The  report  referred  to  a  major  service 
which  would  have  to  be  recruited  from 
individual  libraries,  a  supply  of  trained 


library  workers  to  aid  in  the  actual  ad- 
ministration of  the  collections  in  the 
camps.  It  is  hoped  that  a  number  of  vol- 
unteers may  be  secured,  sufficient  to  pro- 
vide, at  least,  one  for  each  cantonment 
and  one  for  each  unit  building.  They 
would  have  to  be  men  not  subject  to 
draft;  they  would  have  to  serve  without 
pay  except  as  their  present  salaries  might 
be  continued  by  their  respective  libraries. 
The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  the  Official  com- 
mission are  to  consider  as  to  whether 
their  maintenance  expenses  might  not  be 
met. 

As  an  additional  and  distinct  service 
of  its  own,  the  American  library  asso- 
ciation might  meet  four  major  items  of 
expense :  one,  the  purchase  of  selected 
books ;  two,  probably,  transportation ; 
three,  the  erection  of  independent  build- 
ings; four,  the  maintenance  of  these 
buildings  and  the  administration  within 
them. 

The  supply  of  reading  matter  to  the 
patrol  boats  on  our  own  coasts  will  be 
taken  up  later  by  the  seaboard  states  un- 
der the  initiative  of  their  library  commis- 
sions. 

There  are  already  three  agencies  iiiak* 
ing  appeals  for  fimds  and  material.  The 
Knights  of  Columbus  will  probably  be  a 
fourth,  as  it  has  just  appropriated  a  mil- 
lion dollars  for  camp  recreation.  The 
Yotmg  Men's  Hebrew  association  might 
be  a  fifth.  If  the  American  library  asso- 
ciation is  to  be  a  sixth,  its  appeal  must 
be  discriminated.  Indeed  they  all  should 
be,  for  a  multiplicity  of  appeals  to  an 
apparently  identical  purpose  is  confus- 
ing. The  public  should  be  assured  that 
the  several  services  will  at  least  be  ef- 
fectively correlated  and  if  the  appeal 
could  be  from  a  single  agency  in  the  joint 
behalf,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  most 
convincing. 

The  state  library  commissions  and 
the  individual  libraries,  of  course,  will 
have  duties  and  opportunities  special 
to  themselves. 

The  report  emphasizes  the  primary 
duty  of  each  library  acting  as  an  agent 
of  patriotic  publicity.  The  commis- 
sions must  urge  this  publicity  service, 
supply  material  and  complement  it  by 
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direct  effort  of  its  own.  It  should  fur- 
nish lists  of  books  on  topics  timely  to 
the  exigency  and,  where  necessary, 
provide  the  books  themselves. 

Publications  of  the  Federal  bureaus 
and  commissions  explaining  their 
activities  and  intended  to  promote  pro- 
duction and  conservation  of  food  and 
other  resources,  should  be  secured  in 
quantities  and  distributed. 

Every  library  commission  should  in- 
form libraries,  as  well  as  the  public,  of 
the  various  state  agencies  available  for, 
or  applying  themselves  to,  war-time 
service. 

A  statement  exhibiting  the  agencies 
national  iii  scope  has  been  prepared 
and  published  by  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, and  is  available  for  those  who 
need  them.  The  Official  Bulletin,  is- 
sued by  the  Government,  should  be 
carefully  followed  for  views  of  new 
agencies  and  the  developing  plans  of 
the  existing  ones. 

The  individual  library  has  a  duty  to 
perform,  an  opportunity  to  stimulate 
and  a  possible  participation  through  its 
facilities  in  certain  activities.  It  will 
endeavor  to  inform  its  public  as  to 
why  the  United  States  is  engaged  in 
war,  what  is  to  be  its  participation, 
what  is  being  done  by  various  agen- 
cies, national,  state  and  local,  and  what 
is  the  opportunity  for  service  of  the 
latter,  and  of  the  individual  citizen.  In 
aid  of  every  legitimate  stimulus  it  will 
employ  all  of  its  resources  for  pub- 
licity; its  bulletin  boards;  its  publica- 
tions and  exhibits,  and  its  influence 
with  the  local  press.  It  will  secure  for 
collections  and  exhibits  and  also  for 
distribution,  copies  of  all  publications 
issued  by  Federal,  state  or  other  agen- 
cies. It  will  freely  lend  its  rooms  for 
lectures  and  organizations,  it  will  make 
prominent  collections  of  selected  books 
and  it  will  issue  reading  lists,  inform- 
ing and  patriotic.  And  the  collections 
and  lists  will  be  by  no  means  limited  to 
the  political  and  martial  aspects  or  in- 
cidents of  the  war.  They  will  illus- 
trate and  promote  the  service  open  to 
the  ordinary  citizen  in  industry,  home 
economics     and     relief-work.     It     will 


widen  its  loan  of  books  and  periodicals 
to  include  nearby  army  posts  or  oilt- 
post.s — this,  independently  of  the  serv- 
ice it  may  be  asked  to  do  in  relation  to 
any  national  effort  of  this  sort. 

On  the  historical  side  it  will  have  a 
distinct  duty,  to  gather  and  preserve 
every  evidence  of  the  participation  of 
its  community  and  of  the  citizens  com- 
prising it.  The  creation  of  a  commit- 
tee by  the  American  historical  society, 
is  a  recognition  of  the  importance  of 
this  need,  and  it  has  prepared  for  circu- 
lation among  our  libraries,  pamphlets  de- 
scribing material  to  be  preserved. 

Various  plans  of  work  already  done 
in  St.  Paul,  Springfield,  Minneapolis, 
Dayton  and  Washington  were  com- 
mended. 

The  recommendations  of  the  com- 
mittee are  these: 

That  a  War  committee  be  appointed 
to  represent  the  association  in  the  vari- 
ous relations  involved ;  that  the  com- 
mittee be  limited  to  seven  and  that  it 
have  power  to  create  a  larger  commit- 
tee, advisory  and  auxiliary  to  itself, 
also  sub-committees  from  within  or 
without  its  membership;  that  the  A,  L. 
A.  welcomes  information  as  to  aims  of 
various  agencies  and  its  supply  of  read- 
ing matter  to  the  troops;  that  it  will 
gladly  aid  to  develop  and  especially  to 
co-ordinate  the  service  proposed  by 
them,  assisting  as  an  association  and 
through  individual  libraries,  in  the 
preparation  of  lists  and  in  the  selection, 
scrutiny  and  organization  of  material; 
that  it  will  endeavor  to  avoid  both  con- 
fusing competition  and  unnecessary 
duplication ;  the  committee  is  espe- 
cially authorized  to  represent  the  asso- 
ciation in  soliciting  the  necessary 
funds,  material  and  service  in  all 
measures  of  organizations,  and  in  the 
actual  administration  of  the  libraries 
themselves. 

Following  Dr  Putnam,  a  number  of 
spirited  comments  and  suggestions  as  to 
what  the  library  could  do  were  made  by 
Mr  Dudgeon  of  Wisconsin,  Mr  Patter- 
son of  Qiicago,  and  Mr  Wyer  of  New 
York. 

It  was  voted  that  the  present  Execu- 
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tive  Board  should  appoint  a  general  war 
committee  which  should  have  power  to 
appoint  a  sub-committee,  to  consider 
various  means  of  bringing  the  hbrary 
into  active  war  service,  A  communica- 
tion from  Mr  Hoover  asked  for  the  co- 
operation of  the  libraries  in  bringing  be- 
fore the  various  communities  in  the  coun- 
try the  need  of  serious  consideration  of 
the  conservation  of  the  food  problem. 
He  advocated  the  distribution  of  statis- 
tics and  statements  concerning  the  de- 
mands of  the  food  problems  that  should 
bring  home  to  the  people  generally  the 
need  for  everyone  to  use  economy  in 
the  supply  of  food,  however  large  it 
might  seem  to  be. 

Dr  Bostwick  presented  an  address  by 
C,  T,  Hagberg,  librarian  of  the  London 
library,  describing  the  work  that  was 
done  by  that  library  for  the  Russian 
prisoners  of  war  in  Germany  (see  P.  L. 
22;  27^-77). 

William  A.  Orr,  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
told  of  the  work  which  that  organization 
proposed  to  do  for  soldiers  in  training 
camps,  hospitals,  and  in  reserve  corps, 
providing  letter  material  for  writing  let- 
ters, literature,  classes  and  every  form 
of  model  activity  and  physical  recrea- 
tion that  would  help  the  soldiers, 

J.  Ritchie  Patterson  of  the  Chicago 
public  library  told  of  the  active  work  of 
that  library  in  collecting  and  distributing 
over  20,000  v,  good  books  for  the  train- 
ing camps  in  Illinois. 

At  later  general , sessions  several  in- 
teresting presentations  were  made.  Mr 
Bowker  told  his  impressions  of  Russia 
as  he  saw  it  in  a  visit  there  some  years 
ago.  Dr  Koch  sent  an  interesting  paper, 
"Books  among  the  soldiers."  Stand- 
ardization" came  up  in  a  paper  by  Mr 
P.  L.  Windsor,  J.  F.  Daniels  told  what 
his  library  was  doing  for  rural  communi- 
ties in  that  country;  the  editor  of  As- 
sociated Advertising  told  librarians 
where  they  missed  it  by  not  having  "store 
windows,"  or  by  covering  them  with  cur- 
tains when  they  did  have  them. 

The  high  water  mark  was  reached  in 
the  program  given  by  the  Louisville 
writers.  The  audience  enjoyed  this  meet- 
ing more  than  any  other  of  the  week. 


Reports  of  ■taading  committees,  etc 

The  reports  of  the  executive  officers 
of  the  Association  were  printed  before 
the  meeting  and  were  distributed  so  thai 
their  consideration  took  no  time  except 
the  vote  of  acceptance  which  was  given. 

The  secretary's  report  expressed  again 
the  increasing  appreciation  of  the  Asso- 
ciation of  the  generosity  of  the  Chicago 
public  library  in  providing  A.  L.  A.  head- 
quarters. 

The  membership  increased  during  the 
year  214  (6  life  members),  making  a 
total  of  3,402  members,  A  plea  was 
made  that  chief  librarians  recommend 
membership  to  their  heads  of  depart- 
ments and  other  staff  members  who  are 
not  members  and  whose  salaries  warrant 
them  in  becoming  members  of  the 
A,  L.  A.  Pleas  were  made,  also,  for 
more  trustees  to  take  up  membership, 
both  for  the  financial  assistance  needed 
and  for  counsel  and  interest  in  national 
affairs. 

The  routine  work  of  the  office  was  re- 
garded as  steadily  increasing  in  bulk. 
Attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  the 

A.  L.  A.  office  is  at  the  disposal  of  libra- 
rians and  trustees  in  the  matter  of  posi- 
tions. Suggestions  for  the  proposal  li- 
brary Year-book  to  be  issued  by  the 
United  States  bureau  of  education,  had 
not  received  the  attention  it  needed.  Li- 
brarians were  urged  to  respond  to  the 
questionnaire. 

The  necrology  list  included  Grace  E. 
Babbitt,  Washington;  Mrs  Mary  H.  Cur- 
ran,  Bangor,  Me. ;  David  N.  Camp,  New 
Britain,  Conn.;  Florence  B.  Custon, 
Philadelphia;  Ernest  L.  Gay,  Boston; 
Alice  S.  Griswold,  Hartford,  Conn.; 
Anderson  Hoyt  Hopkins,  Michigan ; 
Mary  B.   Lindsay,  Evanston,  111. ;   Mrs 

B.  P.  Mann,  Washington  City;  Mary 
Morison,  Peterborough,  N.  H. ;  Mary  W. 
Plummer,  New  York  city;  Herman  Ro- 
senthal, New  York;  William  H.  Sar- 
geant,  Norfolk,  Va.;  Myra  F,  South- 
worth,  Brockton,  Mass. ;  Henry  M. 
Utley,  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  Florence 
Whittier,  California. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Fed- 
eral and  state  relations  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  St.  hovds  postt^ice 
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is  advertising  that  it  will  transmit  books 
to  and  from  the  library  by  parcel  post. 
It  also  reported  that  after  a  vigorous 
protest,  the  tax  on  imported  articles  had 
been  removed  in  so  far  as  imported 
books  for  public  libraries  were  con- 
cerned. 

A   code  of  practice   for  inter-library 

loans   was   presented   and  discussed  by 

the  chairman  of  the  committee  dealing 

with  this  subject,  C.  H.  Gould. 

Bookbinding 

The  report  of  the  Bookbinding  com- 
mittee stated  that  it  had  been  diought 
best  not  to  attempt  further  development 
of  the  bookbinding  work  along  the  lines 
of  technical  discovery  and  experiments, 
but  to  spend  the  next  year  or  two  in 
popularizing  the  knowledge  already  at 
hand  so  that  both  large  and  small  li- 
braries throughout  the  country,  may  be 
induced  to  take  a  larger  interest  in  the 
subject  of  bookbindii^. 

An  important  point  m  the  committee's 
report  was  to  the  effect  that  too  much 
importance  cannot  be  placed  on  present- 
ing to  small  libraries  the  necessity  of 
having  bookbinding  done  in  approved 
manner,  without  reference  to  the  loca- 
tion of  the  bindery.  Many  so-called  li- 
brary binderies  are  turning  out  very  un- 
satisfactory work.  Every  txwk  so  bound 
means  a  financial  loss  to  the  library,  and 
the  efforts  of  the  committee  may  well  be 
directed  to  remedying  this  widespread 
condition. 

The  committee  on  Public  documents 
recited  the  progress  to  its  death  of  the 
printing  bill  presented  to  the  two  Con- 
gresses. No  new  printing  bill  has  been 
introduced  in  the  present  session,  and  it 
seems  improbable  that  one  will  be,  unless 
Congress  enters  the  field  of  general  legis- 
lation. Nothing  will  be  gained  by  re- 
introducing the  bill  until  there  is  an  op- 
portunity for  its  consideration  in  either 
House. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Li- 
brary training  covered  Summer  schools, 
by  Mr  Hadley;  Apprentice  classes  and 
training  classes,  by  Miss  Tyler ;  Library 
instruction  in  colleges  and  universities, 
by  Miss  Templeton;  and  Instruction  in 
normal  schools,  by  Mr  Johnston. 


Mr  Hadley 's  report  suggested  the 
arrangement  of  the  terms  so  that  courses 
might  be  offered  which  would,  each  suc- 
ceeding year,  cover  new  ground,  the  stu- 
dent eventually  receiving  what  would  be 
equivalent  to  a  one-year  library  school 
course.  The  policy  of  admitting  to  sum- 
mer schools  only  those  students  actually 
engaged  in  library  work,  was  emphasized. 
Where  the  exigencies  of  university  re- 
quirements seem  to  make  this  inadvis- 
able, there  should  be  rigid  scrutiny  and 
selection  among  applicants  not  having 
had  library  traming. 

Mr  Johnston,  reporting  on  normal 
schools,  recommended,  first,  the  desir- 
ability of  the  results  of  inquiries  of  the 
committees  on  library  courses  in  normal 
schools  of  the  N.  E.  A.  and  the  A.  L.  A. 
published  in  1915;  second,  recommenda- 
tions regarding  the  minimum  of  instruc- 
tion desirable  in  the  diJTcrent  classes  of 
normal  schools ;  and  third,  recommenda- 
tions regarding  the  weight  to  be  attached 
to  questions  on  library  methods  and  state 
examinations  for  teachers'  certificates. 
The  recommendations  are  referred  by 
the  committee  to  the  A.  L.  A.  council  for 
consideration. 

Miss  Tyler,  sub-committee  on  Appren- 
tice classes  and  training  classes,  made  a 
very  full  report  which  will  appear  in  the 
Proceedings.  The  report  was  most  in- 
teresting, as  it  covered  the  questionnaire 
sent  out.  A  few  points  made  were  as 
follows : 

Examinations  for  training  classes  have 
been  modelled  too  largely  on  library 
school  examinations. 

The  question  was  raised  whether  it 
would  not  be  profitable  to  have  a  dis- 
cussion at  an  A.  L.  A.  round  table  by 
the  instructors  of  training  classes. 

A  large  percentage  of  those  who  take 
apprentice  work  find  themselves,  after  a 
few  years  of  service,  in  a  blind  alley  with 
no  prospects  for  advancement  or  for  in- 
crease of  salary.  If  apprentice  class 
work  might  be  so  related  to  the  en- 
trance requirements  of  the  library  schools 
as  to  prepare  students  to  pass  ^ose  ex- 
aminations, the  opportunities  for  devel- 
opment would  be  largely  extended. 

Many  of  the  points  in  Miss  Tyler's 
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report  were  referred  to  the  Professional 
training  section  or  to  a  general  session 
of  the  American  library  association. 

The  reports  of  progress  of  the  Decimal 
classification  advisory  committee  was 
made. 

Fire  iiiBurance 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  fire 
insurance  and  prevention  was  printed, 
also,  before  the  meeting. 

The  committee  pointed  out  in  its  re- 
port phases  of  the  problem  peculiar  to 
library  insurance  and  urged  library  au- 
thorities, assisted  by  an  insurance  agency 
of  ability-and  integrity  in  each  case,  to 
draw  a  contract  to  meet  the  individual 
needs  of  the  situation. 

Books  and  their  value — It  has  been 
generally  estimated  that  the  value  of 
books  in  the  ordinary  public  library  for 
purposes  of  insurance,  is  $1  a  volume. 
There  are  variations  from  this. 

Records — The  value  of  library  records, 
catalogs,  etc.,  is  difficult  to  estimate.  It 
seems  to  the  committee  that  the  value  of 
the  card  catalog  should  be  the  cost  of 
reproducing.  In  the  written  portion  of 
the  policy,  the  records,  card  catalogs, 
shelf  lists,  indexing,  etc.,  should  be  enumr 
erated  and  it  be  stated  in  case  of  loss, 
their  value  should  be  considered  to  be 
their  original  cost,  replacement  or  a 
stated  sum  as  may  be  deemed  wise.  In 
no  case  should  the  insurance  be  placed 
on  the  tangible  material. 

Miscellaneous  property—^o  rule  seems 
applicable  to  all  libraries  concerning 
manuscripts,  maps,  pictures,  clippings 
and  various  miscellaneous  property.  Eadi 
library  must  fix  the  value  of  its  own 
property  out  of  the  special  knowledge 
concerning  it. 

Expressly  mentioned — In  the  standard 
form  of  policy  there  is  a  paragraph  which 
excludes,  unless  the  liability  be  specific- 
ally assumed  in  the  policy,  all  loss  on 
awnings,  casts,  curiosities,  drawings, 
dies,  implements,  manuscripts,  medals, 
models,  patterns,  pictures,  scientific  ap- 
paratus, signs,  store  or  office  furniture 
or  fixtures,  sculpture,  tools,  or  property 
held  on  storage  or  for  repairs. 

Proof  of  loss — Much  of  the  property 


of  a  library  is  likely  to  be  out  of  the 
building  when  the  fire  occurs.  In  such  a 
case,  the  insurance  will  be  based  on  an 
estimate.  At  the  same  time,  if  inven- 
tories, shelf  lists,  etc.,  cotild  be  preserved 
in  a  vault,  the  library  would  be  in  a  much 
better  position  in  case  of  damage  by  fire. 
J?o(M— The  committee  recommended 
that  each  library  investigate  very  care- 
fully, the  rates,  having  in  mind  that 
libraries  for  many  reasons  are  a  risk 
especially  attractive  to  insurance  com- 
panies. 

The  committee  is  not  ready  to  intro- 
duce a  scheme  of  mutual  insurance, 
thought  it  seems  possible  that  some 
method  of  class  insurance  might  be  ar- 
ranged for  those  desiring  to  participate 
in  such  a  plan. 

City  insurance — In  some  cities,  the 
municipal  property,  including  the  public 
library,  is  not  insured  since  the  city  "car- 
ries its  own  insurance,"  as  the  phrase 
runs.  This  may  be  a  most  unsatisfac- 
tory situation  so  far  as  the  library  is 
concerned  unless  the  city  chaises  each 
department  with  an  annual  insurance 
premium  and  creates  and  carries  an  in- 
surance fund.  Otherwise,  there  would 
be  no  fund  available  for  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  a  library  and  no  funds  out  of 
which  an  appropriation  could  be  met. 

It  is  easier  to  get  money  from  a  city 
to  make  good  losses  on  the  building  than 
it  is  to  replace  books.  It  is  important, 
therefore,  in  such  cities  that  the  library 
carry  its  own  insurance  upon  the  books. 

There  was  appended  to  the  report,  a 

code  formulated  by  S.  J.  Williams  of  the 

Wisconsin  industrial  commission,  expert 

in  fire  prevention,  for  use  in  libraries. 

I^nancial   report 

The  income  from  the  Carnegie  fund. 
$6,102;  Endowment  fund,  exclusive  of 
the  Came^e  fund  is,  $8,261;  member- 
ship receipts,  $7,108;  total  receipts,  $13,- 
756.  Expenditures,  $4,509.  Balance  on 
hand,  $7,496. 

The  report  of  the  Publishing  board 
records  no  new  publications  important 
in  size  or  of  wide  circulation  issued  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  Those  issued  were 
lists  of  Russian  books.  Recent  French 
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literature,  Mending  and  repair  of  books. 
League  of  library  commissions  handbook, 
Manual  for  institution  libraries,  A.  L.  A. 
manual  of  library  economy.  Chapter  17, 
Order  and  accession  department. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Bibliography  of 
library  economy,  by  H.  G.  T.  Cannons, 
will  be  issued  during  the  year.  The  Li- 
brary manual  will  be  published  under  the 
direction  of  the  Bureau  of  education,  pro- 
vided the  material  be  furnished  free  of 
expense.  It  contains  carefully  compiled 
statistics  and .  other  important  features 
and  its  success  will  depend  on  the 
promptness  with  which  responses  will 
be  made  by  the  libraries  concerned. 

The  total  subscriptions  to  the  Booklist, 
5,401 ;  total  issue,  5,600  copies.  The 
negotiations  with  the  Dial  have  come  to 
a  standstill,  if  not  a  termination  at  this 
time. 

The  cash  receipts  for  the  A,  L,  A, 
Publishing  board  for  the  year,  $15,325; 
expenditures,  $13,950;  total  sale  of  pub- 
lication, $9,069. 

A  very  elaborate  detail  of  statistics  of 
libraries  make  up  an  IS-page  report. 
Agricultural  libraries  Kction 

The  Agricultural  libraries  section  held 
two  meetings,  W.  M.  Hepburn,  librarian 
of  Purdue  university,  acting  as  chair- 
man in  the  absence  of  Charles  R.  Green, 

At  the  first  session,  George  A,  Deve- 
neau  presented  a  paper  on  Agricultural 
college  libraries  and  extension  work.  The 
various  extension  activities  of  the  agri- 
cultural colleges  and  stations  were  well 
described,  and  attention  called  to  the  fine 
results  obtained  through  the  work  of  the 
■county  agents,  in  increasing  the  yield  of 
staple  crops.  It  was  also  pointed  out 
that  the  work  of  the  county  agents,  the 
leaders  of  boys'  and  girls'  clubs,  farm- 
ers' institute  workers  and  others  could 
be  greatly  benefited  by  being  assisted  and 
followed  up  by  library  extension  work, 
especially  by  furnishing  well  selected 
package  libraries  to  these  workers  or  to 
individual  fanners,  rural  libraries  and 
clubs  for  study  purposes. 

Emphasis  was  also  laid  on  the  neces- 
sity, in  the  present  war  emergency,  of 
increasing  the  food  supply  and  of  con- 
serving the  food  grown.     It  was  an- 


notmced  that  a  recommendation  had 
been  made  to  the  War  service  committee 
that  they  appoint  a  committee  to  for- 
mulate and  carry  out  plans  for  enlist- 
ing all  the  libraries  of  the  country  in 
this  very  important  work.  Mr  Sever- 
ance of  Missouri  described  their  plan  of 
sending  out  collections  of  buoks,  of  from 
SO  to  60  volumes  each,  to  county  agents 
who  qualify  for  them  by  providing 
proper  accommodations.  They  now  have 
18  such  libraries. 

The  Handbook  committee  reported 
progress.  Miss  Ogden  read  the  outline 
of -the  chapters  as  already  planned  and 
said  that  only  a  small  part  of  the  ma- 
terial was  now  ready. 

A  discussion  of  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing Station  publications,  even  a  short 
time  after  publication,  led  to  the  adop- 
tion of  a  resolution  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  recommend  that  each  state 
arrange  to  keep  a  reserve  supply  of  not 
less  tiian  150  copies  of  each  publication 
issued.  Other  means  were  also  sug- 
gested for  making  available  to  those  who 
need  them  the  large  numbers  of  dupli- 
cates of  station  bulletins  now  in  the 
hands  of  almost  every  agricultural  col- 
lege and  station  library. 

At  the  second  session  a  paper  on  Agri- 
cultural research  was  presented  by  Dr 
H.  E.  Horton,  agricultural  commissioner 
of  the  American  Steel  and  Wire  Com- 
pany. Dr  Horton  gave  a  very  excellent 
survey  of  the  source  of  materials  needed 
for  thorough  library  research  work  in 
agriculture.  He  called  attention  to  the 
deficiencies  of  such  source  material  in 
the  French  and  English  languages  and 
in  America,  and  to  the  fact  that  many 
of  the  treatises  in  foreign  languages  were 
unknown  even  to  those  supposed  to  be 
engaged  in  research  work.  Dr  Horton 
also  Rad  prepared  a  comprehensive  list 
of  this  source  material,  grouped  by  sub- 
jects, from  which  some  extracts  were 
read. 

The  nominating  committee,  omsisting 
of  Miss  Ogden,  Miss  Galloway  and  Miss 
Derby,  nominated  the  following  officers 
for  the  coming  year  and  on  motion  they 
were  elected:  For  chairman,  Geoi^  A. 
Deveneau,  librarian  of  the  College  of 
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agriculture.  University  of  Illinois,  and 
for  secretary,  Miss  Mary  C.  Lacy,  of 
the  library  of  the  United  States  depart- 
ment of  agriculture. 

Catalog  aection 

First  session,  June  22.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  chairman  who  was  unable 
to  attend  the  conference,  Miss  Margaret 
Mann,  head  of  the  catalog  department 
of  the  Carnegie  library,  Pittsbui^b, 
acted  as  chairman  of  both  sessions,  at 
which  were  presented  papers  of  much 
interest  and  importance. 

The  subject  of  the  evening,  Qassifi- 
cation  Making,  was  introduced  at  this 
time  especially  to  foster  the  interest  of 
the  sub-committees  working  on  classifi- 
cation expansion  and  revision. 

Dr  C.  W,  Andrews,  John  Crerar  li- 
brary of  Chicago,  presented  a  paper  on 
"Principles  of  classification." 

The  principles  of  classification  should. 
Strictly  speaking,  include  the  theory  of 
grouping  all  objects  or  subjects  within  a 
class  of  human  interest,  but  as  librarians, 
the  problem  which  concerns  us,  are  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  books  and  pamphlets  on 
our  shelves  and  their  titles  in  a  classed  cata- 
log. It  is  a  waste  of  time  for  American  li- 
braries not  to  use  one  of  the  three  systems 
already  in  use  and  all  effort  should  be  ex- 
pended in  their  improvement  instead  of  at- 
tempting to  construct  new  ones.  The  sim- 
plicity of  the  decimal  notation  far  outweighs 
all  its  inconveniences,  deficiencies  and  errors, 
and  these  could  be  made  good  by  well  advised 
treatment. 

He  emphasized  the  advantage  of  the 
decimal  notation  in  subdividing  the  main 
classification  by  prefixing  a  single  letter 
to  the  call  number  to  indicate  the  loca- 
tion of  a  book  outside  of  the  regular 
shelves — and  for  advantages  of  the 
chronological  subdivision  of  the  main 
classiBcation  over  the  alphabetical  au- 
thor: 

1.  The  convenience  of  the  reader  ad- 
mitted to  the  shelves  who  finds  the  latest 
book  on  his  subject  shelved  last  and  so 
can  keep  up  with  additions. 

2.  The  same  advantage  to  the  reader 
consulting  the   catalog. 

3.  The  limiting  the  necessity  of  minute 
subdivision  in  many  subjects. 

4.  The  dividing  scientific  and  technical 
books  into  those  little  used  and  those  more 
used  in  order  to  give  the  latter  the  more 
accessible   shelves.     The    alphabetical    subject 


arrangement  could  also  be  followed  to  advan- 
tage m  subjects  other  than  biography. 

Charles  A.  Flagg,  librarian  of  Public 
library,  Bangor,  Maine,  suggested  the 
expansion  of  existing  classifications  be- 
cause most  libraries  are  confronted  with 
these  problems  and  are  not  concerned 
with  the  making  of  an  entirely  new 
classification. 

Mr  G.  W.  Lee  also  thought  that  ex- 
isting classification  should  be  used  and 
that  some  central  authority  should  re- 
ceive all  questions  of  interest  and  im- 
portance to  classifiers. 

Mr  Voge  emphasized  the  necessity  of 
a  primer  of  cooperative  classification, 
which  would  include  not  only  books,  but 
circulars.  The  circulars  of  today  will 
be  the  books  of  tomorrow.  He  said  the 
classification  should  be  the  result  of  tire- 
less tests  worked  out  in  the  spirit  of 
"How  can  I  improve  it?"  not  "It  is 
surely  perfection." 

Mr  W.  I.  Fletcher,  librarian  emeritus 
of  Amherst  college,  news  of  whose  death 
came  at  the  conference,  had  expressed  a 
preference  for  the  simple  classification, 
one  with  few  subdivisions  as  opposed  to 
the  elaborate  schemes  with  careful  pro- 
vision of  a  separate  place  on  the  shelves. 
He  said  that  the  use  of  the  Cutter  author 
table  suggested  the  making  of  fewer 
classes  and  the  exact  alphabetical  plac- 
ing of  the  books  in  the  resultant  laige 
classes.  Most  libraries  have  already  ap- 
plied this  method  to  fiction  and  biog- 
raphy. He  would  advise  carrying  it 
further.  History,  for  example,  may 
have  period  divisions  only  for  the  larger 
and  more  important  countries. 

Mr  Bay  of  the  John  Crerar  library, 
Chicago,  considered  one  of  the  first 
requisites  of  classification-making  to  be 
determining  the  natural  place  of  the  li- 
brary's books,  as  viewed  by  the  relative 
locality  of  the  subject  and  the  use  of  the 
books. 

Henry  E.  Bliss,  College  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  presented  a  philosophic 
paper  on  "The  problems  and  theories  of 
classification." 

A  most  appreciative  bit  of  humor  in 
the  serious  discussion  was  occasioned  by 
the  reading  of  a  skit  agaitist  close  classi- 
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(ication  and  elaborate  notation  by  Joseph 
C.  Rowell,  University  of  California  li- 
brary. 

Mr  W.  S.  Merrill  of  the  Newberry  li- 
brary, Chicago,  told  of  the  scheme  in 
that  library  of  the  use  of  tab  guide  cards 
filed  before  the  subject  cards,  grouped 
in  the  classed  catalog  and  omitting  all 
subject  headings  on  the  subject  cards. 

Dr  Andrews,  chainnan  of  the  decimal 
classification  advisory  committee,  said 
that  the  work  of  the  committee  was  in- 
tensely interesting  and  that  shortly  they 
would  issue  lists  showing  questions  sub- 
mitted with  the  committee's  decisions 
based  on  the  recommendations.  Com- 
mittees differ  and  those  submitting  ques- 
tions should  bear  this  in  mind  when 
answers  are  slow  in  coming. 

Mr  Voge  asked  for  volunteers  to  help 
in  the  work  of  the  committees  formed  to 
bring  in  classifications  this  year. 

The  second  session,  devoted  to  cata- 
loging, was  opened  by  an  address  on 
"Some  catalogers'  reference  books  of 
recent  date,"  presented  by  Linn  R. 
Blanchard  of  the  Newberry  library, 
Chicago.  He  characterized  about  SO 
titles  published  in  the  last  10  years. 

The  "Organization  of  a  catalog  de- 
partment" was  presented  by  Minnie  E, 
Sears  of  the  New  York  public  libraty. 
She  devoted  her  discussion  to  the  or- 
ganization which  is  necessary  to  send  a 
book  through  with  the  least  expense  of 
time  and  money  necessary  to  attain  the 
standards  of  accuracy  and  thorough- 
ness, which  each  library  has  set  for  it- 
self. She  emphasized  the  necessity  of 
adequate  quarters  and  tools,  of  keeping 
the  staff  happy  and  interested,  of  sus- 
taining pride  in  the  importance  of  the 
work  of  the  individual  and  staff  meetings 
where  all  questions  of  policy  or  rule 
should  be  discussed.  She  spoke  of  the 
dangers  of  too  close  attention  of  work 
which  would  lead  to  monotony  and  so  to 
undesirables,  fatal  to  good  organizations. 
There  should  be  a  variety  of  work  within 
the  department,  the  chief  should  be  in 
touch  with  the  staff  and  so  by  close  con- 
tact be  able  to  (it  the  person  to  his  place 
and  encourage  specialized  work. 

Miss  Theresa  Hitchler  said  the  effi- 


ciency of  the  library  depended  upon  the 
catalog  and  the  efficiency  of  the  cata- 
logers depended  upon  their  happiness. 
She  told  of  the  esprit  de  corps  in  her 
own  department  and  how  her  staff  works 
with  her  and  not  for  her  and  of  the  im- 
portance of  discovering  potentialities 
which  when  encouraged  are  to  the  best 
advantage  of  the  entire  staff. 

Miss  Pettee,  Union  theological  semi- 
nary, said  they  encouraged  catalogers  to 
take  college  courses  on  library  time. 

Reports  were  made  on  the  Carnegie 
library,  Pittsburgh,  the  Cleveland  pub- 
lic library.  University  of  Missouri  li- 
brary and  the  Brooklyn  public  library 
and  showed  that  in  the  main  the  same 
routine  is  followed  in  all  libraries  and 
processes  differ  only  slightly.  All  par- 
ticularly emphasized  inviting  cordial 
cooperation  between  the  catalog  and 
other  departments. 

A  discussion  on  cooperative  catalog- 
ing was  opened  by  Philip  S,  Goulding, 
University  of  Illinois,  The  scarcity  of 
good  catalogers  makes  the  need  for 
cooperative  cataloging  quite  evident. 
This  means  the  working  together  of  var- 
ious libraries  in  their  cataloging,  but  it 
means,  also,  the  preparation  of  cards  by 
some  central  bureau  and  their  distribu- 
tion for  insertion  in  the  catalog  of  other 
libraries. 

Charles  Martel  said  that  the  Library 
of  Congress  was  trying  to  make  cards 
more  useful  by  simplifying  headings. 

It  was  announced  that  the  A.  L.  A. 
catalog  committee  would  meet  in  Janu- 
ary and  that  its  chainnan,  Mr  W.  W. 
Bishop,  University  of  Michigan,  wanted 
suggestions  for  the  work  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

The  following  officers  for  next  year 
were  elected: 

Miss  Adelaide  F.  Evans,  Detroit  pub- 
lic   library,    chainnan;    Miss    Mary    E. 
Baker,  University  of  Missouri,  secretary. 
Bessie  Goij>berg, 

Secretary. 
Children's  lilinriaiis'  lectlon 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Children's 
librarians'  section  Friday  evening 
opened  with  Miss  Alice  Jordan  of  the 
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Boston  public  library  presiding.  Before 
introducing  Miss  Bogle,  whose  subject 
was  "Preparedness  to  meet  new  educa- 
tional demands,"  Miss  Jordan  gave 
some  pertinent  remarks  on  the  necessity 
of  being  awake  educationally  and  soci- 
ally to  the  demands  made  by  the  war. 
The  most  important  measure  advocated 
by  Miss  Bogle  was  the  further  democrati- 
zation of  the  library:  this  to  be  brought 
about,  first,  through  a  more  general 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  librarians  of 
the  language  and  methods  of  educators 
and  social  workers;  second,  through  a 
richer  knowledge  of  literature  on  the 
part  of  children's  librarians  as  well  as 
through  a  more  general  preparation  for 
their  work  in  order  that  they  may  be 
able  to  present  to  children  the  unstinted 
"freedom  of  literature." 

Miss  Bell's  paper  "Preparedness  to 
meet  racial  problems"  gave  a  graphic 
account  of  the  work  done  for  children 
in  the  colored  branches  of  Louisville, 
dwelling  particularly  on  the  reading  in- 
terests of  colored  children,  and  their 
great  joy  in  the  dramatic  expression  af- 
forded them  by  the  story  hour.  Oppor- 
tunity was  given  at  once  to  test  this  last 
statement,  when  Virginia  Allen,  aged 
ten,  the  winner  of  the  story-telling  con- 
test at  the  Eastern  colored  branch,  told 
"The  fisherman  and  his  wife,"  and  Bly- 
den  Jackson,  aged  six,  the  winner  of  the 
story-telling  contest  at  the  Western 
colored  branch,  told  "The  ginger-bread 
boy."  The  children  had  not  been 
trained;  they  told  the  stories  in  their 
own  way,  naturally  and  with  keen  en- 
joyment of  the  situations.  Applause 
was  loud  and  prolonged,  but  to  the  re- 
gret of  those  present,  no  more  stories 
were  forthcoming. 

Miss  Mahoney,  director  of  the  Book- 
shop for  Boys  and  Girls,  Boston,  talked 
delightfully  about  the  history,  aims  and 
results  of  this  unique  Bookshop.  Im- 
mediately following  Miss  Mahoney,  Mr 
John  A.  Lowe  of  the  Massachusetts  free 
public  library  commission  read  an  en- 
thusiastic appreciation  of  the  service  ren- 
dered Iw  the  Bookshop,  written  by  Miss 
Annie  Carroll  Moore,  who  was  unfor- 
tunately not  present  at  the  meeting. 


The  second  session  was  opened  by 
Mrs  Louise  M.  Dunn's  paper,  "The- 
reading  of  the  adolescent  gal,"  given 
from  the  point  of  view  of  a  supervisor 
of  library  clubs  made  up  principally  of 
girls  of  that  difficult  age.  Her  chief 
contribution  was  in  her  recommendation 
of  dramatic  reading  of  the  classics  and 
other  literature  of  worth,  as  a  means  of 
developing  the  character  and  widening 
the  social  interests  of  the  adolescent 
girl.  The  discussion  of  this  paper  was 
opened  by  Miss  Mary  Brown  Humphrey, 
librarian  of  the  Girls'  High  Schoot 
branch,  Louisville  public  library,  fol- 
lowed by  Miss  Ellen  C.  Warren,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  staff  of  the  same  library; 
Miss  Emma  Grauman,  principal  of  the 
Eastern  Departmental  school,  Louis- 
ville; Miss  Annie  S.  Anderson,  princi- 
pal of  the  Kentucky  Home  school,  and 
Mrs  W.  H.  Henry,  also  of  Louisville, 
who  treated  the  problem  of  the  readtng- 
of  boys  and  girls  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  parent.  The  discussion  from  the 
floor  was  brisk  and  to  the  point,  for  the 
most  part  either  taking  the  form  of  per- 
sonal experience  in  directing  the  readings 
of  boys  and  girls,  or  in  statii^  individual 
problems  that  had  arisen  in  this  connec- 
tion, and  how  they  had  been  met. 
Among  others  who  contributed  to  the 
discussion  were:  Miss  Engle,  Philadel- 
phia free  public  library;  Miss  Zachert,. 
Rochester  public  library;  Miss  Flexner 
and  Miss  Bell,  Louisville  public  library  r 
Miss  Millard,  Portland  public  library, 
and  Miss  Ingersoll,  Denver  public  li- 
brary. 

A  business  meeting  followed.  Miss- 
Zachert  read  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  production  of  children's  books. 
It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  re- 
port be  approved  as  it  stood  and  a  com- 
mittee of  five  be  appointed.  This  com- 
mittee consists  of:  Mr  Dudgeon,  the 
three  members  of  the  1916  committee. 
Miss  Bumite,  Miss  Zachert  and  Miss 
Hazeltine;  and  a  fifth  member  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chairman  of  the  A.  L.  A, 
binding  committee. 

Officers  elected  for  1918  are:  Chair- 
man, Sarah  C.  N,  Bogle,  Carnegie  library 
school;  vice-chairman,  Helen  Ingersoll. 
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Denver  public  library;  secretary,  Elisa- 
beth Knapp,  Detroit  public  library;  ad- 
visory conunittee,  Margaret  M.  Colerick, 
Fort  Wayne  public  library. 

RosiNA  Chaster  Gyheb, 

Secretary. 
Lending  department  round  table 

There  was  an  attendance  of  about  200 
at  the  meeting  which  was  presided  over 
by  Mr  Arthur  L,  Bailey. 

The  first  paper,  "Prompt  service," 
was  presented  by  Miss  Arabel  Martin 
of  Minneapolis.  She  made  a  number 
of  points  of  importance  to  workers  in 
the  circulating  department.  Prompt- 
ness in  service  should  come,  not  a  few 
hours  after  the  request  has  been  made, 
but  at  the  time  of  the  demand.  The 
rapidity  and  promptness  with  which  the 
work  should  be  done  can  be  accom- 
plished only  with  thorough  organization 
of  the  department.  Prompt  service 
means  the  minimum  of  red  tape,  more 
open  shelves,  liberality  in  the  allowance 
of  books  and  time  limit,  more  personal- 
ity and  less  library  machinery.  Efficient 
loan  desk  help  is  a  good  investment,  even 
if  it  is  more  costly.  Physical  condition 
can  be  aided  by  scheduling  each  assistant 
to  a  change  of  work  each  day.  The 
proper  adjustment  of  trays,  the  correct 
height  of  desk  or  chair,  convenient  shelves 
and  necessary  tools  will  result  in  less 
weariness.  Proper  light  adjustment  means 
much.  A  Sabbatical  year  by  which  each 
librarian  is  given  at  least  six  months 
every  seven  years  with  pay  will  give  a 
staff  daily  more  mature  and  efficient,  but 
not  necessarily  older,  as  the  natural  re- 
sult of  proper  rest  and  inspiration. 

Miss  Martin  touched  on  the  necessity 
of  rushing  reserved  books  through  the 
bindery,  issuing  special  books  on  reason- 
able requests  of  patrons  before  they  are 
cataloged,  the  use  of  parcels  post  and 
the  issuing  and  receiving  of  books  with- 
out the  borrower's  card.  Apropos  to  the 
latter  point,  Miss  Martin  said, '  Is  it  con- 
sistent with  efficient  business  principles 
to  refuse  to  accept  books  from  a  person 
who  has  returned  from  one  to  six  with- 
out a  card?  If  refused  often  they  must 
take  them  to  the  office  or  possibly  home. 


or  carry  them  about  on  a  shopping  trip. 
If  they  are  given  a  receipt  for  the  books 
returned  and  dischai^ed  later,  it  is 
obvious  it  would  be  a  great  accommoda- 
tion to  the  borrower  and  possibly  not 
absolutely  disastrous  to  the  loan  de- 
partment." 

The  idea  of  dispensing  with  the  bor- 
rower's card  entirely  was  discussed. 
Amon^  the  questions  raised  were  the 
f  ollowmg : 

What  receipt  has  the  borrower  to  show 
he  has  returned  the  book? 

Does  it  not  take  more  of  the  borrowei's 
time  for  him  to  have  his  application  looked 
up  each  time  a  book  is  charged  than  if  he 
presented  a  card  with  the  book? 

In  a  library  system  with  branches  would 
it  not  mean  much  duplication  of  records  or 
else  cause  the  borrower  to  wait  while  his 
record  was  being  obtained  from  the  central 
library? 

Could  this  method  be  used  when  a  limited 
number  of  books  was  issued? 

"A  flexible  book  collection"  was  pre- 
sented by  Miss  Jessie  Welles  of  Toledo. 
This  was  full  vi  splendid  ideas  and  will 
be  presented  in  full  in  the  Conference 
number  of  the  A.  L.  A.  Bulletin. 

Arthur  L.  Bailey  was  chosen  chair- 
man of  the  next  meeting. 

Agnes  F.  P.  Greer. 
Profeasional  training  section 

The  annual  meeting  was  called  to 
order  on  Tuesday  morning,  June  26,  by 
the  chairman.  Miss  Sarah  Bogle. 

Miss  Jessie  Welles,  instructor  of  the 
Toledo  public  library  training  class,  the 
first  speaker  on  the  program,  presented 
a  paper  on  the  Training  of  the  appren- 
tice class.  In  opening,  she  said  that  both 
library  school  and  summer  school  show 
a  spirit  of  progress  and  harmony  in  aims 
and  methods.  Standardization  is 
equally  necessary  for  local  training. 
The  candidate  should  present  a  high 
school  diploma,  or  its  equivalent,  before 
being  admitted  to  the  Entrance  examina- 
tions. The  length  of  the  course  should 
be  not  less  than  six  months  nor  more 
than  eight,  with  five  hundred  hours  each 
of  class  and  practical  work.  The  sub- 
jects taught  and  the  ntunber  of  lectures 
on  each  must  be  regulated  to  a  great  ex- 
tent by  the  organization  of  the  library 
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and  its  needs.  In  teaching  technique, 
the  fundamentals  should  be  given,  keep- 
ing in  mind  the  work  which  members  of 
the  class  will  be  called  to  do  later. 
Cooperation  between  lecturers  and  staff 
is  imperative  so  that  practice  in  routine 
shall  follow  within  a  reasonable  time  the 
class  instruction  in  the  subject.  The  stu- 
dent should  have  practice  in  every  de- 
partment so  that  she  may  find  her  special 
aptitude  and  gain  a  general  view  of  the 
work  of  the  library.  Although  the 
training  is  local  it  must  not  be  provin- 
cial, and  talks  should  be  given  upon  all 
important  phases  of  library  work. 
There  should  also  be  some  training  in 
citizenship.  In  a  large  library,  one  per- 
son should  give  full  time  to  the  class 
while  it  is  in  session,  and  she  should  be 
a  graduate  of  a  library  school  with  sev- 
eral years  of  experience.  It  is  time  that 
library  school  and  library  join  in  a 
movement  toward  a  fair  adjustment  of 
present  highly  diverse  practices  and 
work  toward  a  standard  of  secondary 
training  flexible  enough  to  be  adapted  to 
every  local  condition,  atjd  dignified 
enough  to  take  its  place  in  a  plan  of  li- 
brary education  leading  to  professional 
Standing  and  recognition. 

In  treating  the  subject  of  The  future 
of  the  library  school,  Prof.  Azariah  S. 
Root,  temporary  principal  of  the  New 
York  public  library  school,  said  that  no 
one  in  these  unsettled  times  would  ven- 
ture to  be  a  prophet,  and  so  ventured  only 
to  point  out  two  or  three  tendencies  of 
the  present  which  may  possibly  throw 
light  on  the  future  of  the  library  schools. 
Besides  the  library  schools  graduating 
yearly  about  250  trained  workers,  there 
is  a  much  larger  number  of  training 
classes  doing  a  somewhat  similar  work. 
There  are  also  a  good  many  normal 
schools  which  are  oflfering  what  are 
called  teacher -librarian  courses,  and  a 
few  evening  schools,  high  schools  and 
business  schools  giving  a  limited  amount 
of  training  for  library  positions.  The 
library  school,  then,  is  only  a  part  of  the 
library  training  resources  of  the  coun- 
try and  its  future  can  be  considered  only 
when  we  consider  what  is  likely  to  be 
the  effect  of  the  development  of  these 


other  forms  of  preparation  for  library 
work.  Summing  it  all  up  then,  the  li- 
brary school  in  the  future  is  likely  to 
find  that  it  has  competitors  for  the  fill- 
ing of  business  positions,  the  business 
college  and  the  summer  school ;  for  the 
filling  of  school  positions  and  positions  in 
the  smaller  libraries,  the  teacher-librarian 
courses  and  the  summer  school ;  while 
for  subordinate  positions  in  the  larger 
library  systems  of  the  country,  it  will 
have  as  competitors  the  business  college, 
the  teacher-librarian  courses,  the  summer 
schools  and  the  training  classes.  Cer- 
tain positions  evidently  will  still  be  filled 
by  the  product  of  the  library  schools, 
namely,  all  college  and  university  library 
positions,  provided  the  schools  adapt 
their  curriculum  to  meet  the  needs  of 
these  libraries,  and  provided  further 
that  such  positions  are  adequately  sal- 
aried ;  all  positions  connected  with  the 
cataloging  and  examination  of  rare 
books,  provided  again  the  schools  give 
instruction  which  equips  their  students 
to  accept  these  positions;  all  the  larger 
administrative  positions  in  the  large  city 
libraries  and  the  headship  of  small  city 
libraries,  provided  again  the  schools  give 
sufficient  emphasis  to  the  larger  prob- 
lems of '  administration ;  all  special  li- 
brary positions  such  as  those  in  tech- 
nology, science,  economics,  medicine, 
law,  theology  and  other  types  of  special 
libraries,  provided  again,  they  equip 
themselves  to  prepare  people  for  such 
work. 

Now  in  the  light  of  this  increasing 
competition  and  the  positions  which 
clearly  fall,  even  granted  this  competi- 
tion, within  the  scope  of  the  library 
school,  we  come  face  to  face  with  the 
question  which  was  assigned  to  me,  "The 
future  of  the  library  school."  The  first 
suggestion  that  I  have  to  make  is  this, 
that  the  increasing  competition  does  not 
call  for  a  lessening,  but  rather  for  the 
raising  of  the  standards  of  admission  in 
library  schools,  through  the  requirement 
of  at  least  one  year's  previous  experi- 
ence in  an  approved  library.  Such  a 
requirement,  while  barring  out  or  possi- 
bly delaying  for  a  year  the  admission  of 
some  students,  will  make  it  possible  to 
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speed  up  the  work  during  the  year  of  li- 
brary school  training  by  devoting  much 
less  time  to  those  parts  of  the  work  in 
which  the  students  will  have  had  pre- 
vious experience.  It  will,  perhaps,  have 
an  even  greater  effect  in  speeding  up  the 
work  for  the  students  because  they  will 
have  acquired  a  familiarity  with  the  li- 
brary phraseology  and  so  will  understand 
more  quickly  what  is  expected.  This 
greater  rapidity  of  work  will  enable  the 
schools  to  diminish  materially  the  por- 
tion of  the  first  year  which  now  goes 
into  instruction  about  fundamental  but 
very  elementary  library  methods.  This 
reduction  of  time  will  give  opportunity, 
therefore,  for  a  proportionate  increase 
of  emphasis  upon  the  higher  sides  of  li- 
brary service.  In  the  large  public  li- 
braries having  library  schools  such  a 
requirement  would  quite  likely  work  out 
so  that  the  student  upon  graduation  from 
high  school  would  enter  the  apprentice 
class  of  the  library  and,  after  taking  its 
course  with  the  attendant  experience  and 
serving  for  a.  year  in  one  of  the  subor- 
dinate positions  of  the  library,  would 
then  pass  on  to  the  library  school.  In 
this  development,  the  apprentice  class 
would  doubtless  be  better  organized  than 
at  present,  and  it  is  not  impossible  that 
more  of  the  elementary  and  technical 
part  of  library  economy  could  be  trans- 
ferred to  it.  In  any  case,  however,  pre- 
vious experience  is  bound  to  greatly 
unify  the  classes  by  giving  them  a  com- 
mon acquaintance  with  library  methods, 
and  inevitably  better  results  will  be  ob- 
tained. 

What  other  advances  in  the  standard 
of  admission  shall  be  made,  whether,  for 
example,  graduation  from  college  shall 
be  a  requirement,  cannot  now  be  con- 
jectured, because  they  must  depend 
largely  upon  the  upward  movement  of 
salaries. 

With  previous  experience  required, 
with  the  elementary  work  of  the  first 
year  diminished,  with  instruction  upon 
more  advanced  subjects  emphasized  and 
with  the  cultural  element  both  in  the  ap- 
prentice class  and  in  the  library  school 
enlai^ed,  those  schools  which  offer  a 
second  year  of  instruction,  I  believe,  will 


find  that  this  second  year  may  be  pretty 
definitely  a  year  of  specialized  worl^ 
rather  than  of  general  training. 

In  some  such  way  as  this,  I  imagine, 
will  be  evolved  the  library  school  of  the 
future,  a  school  which  will  build  upon 
the  apprentice  classes,  but  which  will 
seek  to  prepare  its  students  for  the 
higher  positions  of  library  service.  It 
will  constantly  keep  in  mind  as  its  ideal 
product,  a  man  or  woman  who  shall  be 
not  only  a  master  in  the  technique  of 
the  profession,  but  also  thoroughly  m 
love  with  literature  and  in  touch  wiui  its 
modem  movements  and  one  who,  if  pre- 
paring for  a  special  type  of  library  work, 
shall  have  been  trained  not  only  in  the 
technique  of  that  work,  but  be  thorough- 
ly grounded  in  the  fundamentals  of  the 
subject  matter. 

Phincas  L.  Windsor,  librarian  of  the 
University  of  Illinois  library,  gave, 
in  brief,  the  following  history  of 
the  Association  of  American  Library 
Schools : 

The  meetings  are  kept  small,  only 
faculty  people  from  member  schools 
being  admitted,  and  the  proceedings  are 
not  published.  The  discussions  gener- 
ally cover  distinctly  internal  schocrf 
problems  not  likely  to  be  suitable  for  in- 
clusion on  the  programs  of  the  Profes- 
sional Training  section.  Definite  stand- 
ards have  been  set  which  must  be  met 
by  new  schools  before  admission  to  die 
association. 

Resulting  from  these  meetings  of  the 
faculties  is  a  much  better  personal  ac- 
quaintance and  understanding,  and  the 
development  of  an  esprit  de  corps  among 
thera  which  cannot  fail  to  strei^then  tfie 
schools. 

General  discussion  followed  the  read- 
ing of  these  three  papers.  Miss  Alice 
Tyler,  director  of  the  Western  Reserve 
library  school,  said  that  the  time  had 
come  when  connection  and  differentia- 
tion between  training  class  and  library 
school  should  be  discussed  so  that  some 
basic  training  could  be  decided  upon  for 
the  training  class,  the  subjects,  amotmt 
of  time  spent  on  each,  and  the  character 
of  the  tniining  so  it  might  lead  up  to 
the  library  school  training.     Prof  Root 
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spoke  of  the  undesirability  of  givii^ 
students  courses  in  work  already  covered 
by  practical  experience.  Mr  Windsor 
reported  that  examinations  in  Junior 
work  for  advanced  standing  were  given 
by  Albany  and  Illinois,  to  cover  just  such 
cases.  The  same  practice  is  followed  by 
the  New  York  City  library  school.  Miss 
Theresa  Hitchler  of  the  Brooklyn  pub- 
lic library  criticised  the  amount  of  time 
spent  in  the  schools  on  "dots  and  dashes." 
More  emphasis  should  be  placed  on  per- 
sonality and  wide  general  knowledge  of 
books  and  men.  Miss  Lura  C.  Hutchin- 
son, Minneapolis  public  library  training 
class,  suggested  that  it  would  be  a  great 
help  if  the  Association  of  Library 
Schools  would  map  out  a  course  for  the 
training  of  apprentices.  Miss  M.  E. 
Downey,  State  organizer  for  Utah,  asked 
how  new  library  schools  could  develop  if 
the  training  classes  were  not  allowed  to 
progress.  The  time  was  comii^  when 
each  state  should  have  a  library  school. 
George  F.  Bowerman,  librarian  of 
the  Washington,  D.  C,  public  library, 
emphasized  the  need  of  a  standardized 
curriculum  for  the  training  class,  with 
post-graduate  instruction  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  staff,  to  stimulate  cultural 
reading  and  the  desire  for  higher  stand- 
ards in  the  library  profession.  Miss 
Hitchler  said  that  every  assistant  must 
go  on  broadening  by  reading.  A  long 
term  of  years  does  not  count  unless  one 
advances.  Miss  Jennie  E.  Doren  of 
Denver,  Co\o.,  felt  that  the  educational 
equipment  should  come  before  the 
technical  because  appointments  to  the 
higher  positions  depend  upon  college 
training,  library  school  training  or  both. 
Others  taking  part  in  the  discussion  were 
Miss  Hawkins,  Miss  Mann,  Miss  Allen, 
Miss  Wales,  Miss  Whitcomb,  Miss  Saw- 
yer and  Mr  Ferguson. 

The  officers  for  the  next  year  are  as 
follows:  Chairman,  Jessie  Welles,  To- 
ledo public  library;  vice-chairman,  Er- 
nest J.  Reece,  principal,  New  York  pub- 
lic library  school ;  secretary,  Mrs  Theo- 
dora R.  Brewitt,  principal,  Los  Angeles 
training  school. 

Harriet  P.  Sawyer, 
Secretary,  St  Louis  library  school. 


Tniateea'  meetinK 
The  Trustees'  section  held  a  meeting 
on  Friday,  June  22,  with  Mr  W.  T.  Poi^ 
ter  in  the  chair,  and  Thos.  L.  Mont- 
gomery as  secretary.  Mrs  Elizabetii 
Claypool  Earl,  president  of  the  public 
library  commission  of  Indiana,  gave  an 
interesting  description  of  tiie  Indiana 
trustees'  association.  She  said  that  the 
interest  growing  out  of  the  association 
had  resulted  in  longer  vacations,  in  better 
hours  of  work  and  in  a  more  generous 
provision  for  the  payment  for  the  serv- 
ices of  librarians.  The  trustees  had  a 
better  idea  of  what  trained  service  is 
worth.  Incidentally  it  may  be  said  that 
the  affiliation  of  trustees  with  the  state 
associations  is  growing  in  favor.  It  is 
comparatively  easy  for  trustees  to  attend 
a  meeting  once  a  year  within  the  state 
lines  for  one  day  or  possibly  two,  when 
it  is  practically  impossible  for  them  to 
follow  the  A.  L.  A.  meetings  to  distant 
points.  Mr  Bowker  spoke  upon  the  Car- 
negie contracts,  and  the  duties  of  the 
trustees  in  relation  thereto.  Sixty-five 
million  dollars  has  been  spent  by  Mr 
Carnegie  and  the  Carnegie  corporation 
on  over  3,000  buildings.  Mr  Bowker 
estimated  that  five  per  cent  of  the  li- 
braries were  delinquent  in  making  re- 
ports to  the  corporation  and  gave  the 
names  of  three  Northern  and  three 
Southern  states  which  had  been  very 
derelict.  In  one  case  a  Gamete  gift 
had  actually  been  sold  as  a  private  resi- 
dence; in  another  the  building  had  been 
torn  down,  leaving  only  the  remains  of 
the  walls  in  testimony  of  Mr  Cam^e's 
generosity.  Mr  Bowker's  remarks  led 
to  a  discussion  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
usual  Carnegie  contract  with  the  munici- 
palities. It  IS  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  draw  an  agreement  which 
will  bind  any  particular  community  for 
longer  than  the  life  of  the  Council  or 
Board.  It  was  Mr  Carnegie's  idea  to 
have  what  might  be  termed  "A  gentle- 
man's agreement"  in  all  such  matters. 

Dr  F.  P.  Hill  stated  that  the  10  per 
cent  agreement  did  not  furnish  adequate 
support  with  which  to  carry  on  the  li- 
brary, and  that  18  to  20  per  cent  was 
needed  to  have  the  work  performed  satis- 
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factorily,  Mr  Edmund  C.  Craig,  trustee 
of  the  Evansville  library,  spoke  on  Li- 
brary I^slation  and  took  the  ground 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  each  state  to  pro- 
vide adequate  legislation  for  the  supjwrt 
of  its  libraries.  He  quoted  the  Indiana 
law  as  the  best  illustration  of  such  legis- 
lation. W.  Dawson  Johnston  of  the  St. 
Paul  public  library  discussed  the  prob- 
lem as  to  whether  libraries  should  be 
under  the  general  Gvil  service  of  the 
state,  or  have  a  separate  Gvil  service 
organization.  He  said  in  part;  "The 
unhappy  condition  of  a  number  of  li- 
braries under  Civil  service  control,  the 
desire  of  progressive  Civil  service  au- 
thorities to  improve  the  Gvil  service,  and 
the  movement  among  librarians  to  stand- 
ardize library  service  make  it  desirable 
that  there  should  be  an  agreement  be- 
tween Gvil  service  and  librai^  authori- 
ties with  regard  to  these  prmciplcs  in 
library  administration."  He  brought  up 
four  suggestions  as  to  the  selection  of 
Gvil  service  officials,  the  coordination  of 
commissions  and  the  standardization  of 
examinations,  the  cooperation  with  pro- 
fessional bodies  in  the  elevation  of  main- 
tenance of  professional  standards  and  the 
impossibility  of  always  securing  the  best 
candidates  through  formal  examinations. 
In  the  discussion  that  followed  Mr  John- 
ston's paper,  it  was  evident  that  librarians 
generally  approve  of  a  Civil  service  with- 
in the  library,  but  were  not  ready  to  abide 
by  the  decisions  of  a  State  Civil  service 
commission.  Mr  Thos.  A.  Barker  of 
Louisville  spoke  on  the  taxation  and  ap- 
portionment to  the  respective  needs  of  the 
library  and  there  was  to  have  been  a 
general  discussion  upon  the  subject,  "Is 
the  county  the  proper  unit  for  library 
service?"  but  the  time  was  too  limited 
for  full  consideration  of  these  subjects. 
As  is  usually  the  case  the  time  of  the 
meeting  interfered  with  the  sessions  of 
the  State  libraries,  the  law  libraries,  the 
college  and  reference  section,  neverthe- 
less the  attendance  was  good  and  the  in- 
terest well  maintained,  the  only  regret 
being  that  sufficient  time  had  not  been 
given  for  the  further  consideration  of 
die  very  important  recommendations  of 
the  speakers. 


Note* 

The  various  library  schools  held  their 
annual  dinners  at  some  time  during  &t 
week.  The  number  of  these  members 
has  made  it  something  of  a  problem  to 
find  large  enough  quarters  to  have  tiie 
dinner  held  privately. 

TTie  official  exhibits  attracted  much  at- 
tention, and  considering  the  limited  space 
accorded  them,  which  made  examination 
of  them  somewhat  difficult,  they  dis- 
tributed a  number  of  fine  ideas  of  Ubrary 
work. 

The  local  artists*  exhibit  at  tiie  Louis- 
ville public  library,  the  authors'  readii^, 
and  the  reception  by  the  Woman's  club 
all  contributed  to  the  artistic  sense  of 
the  meeting  at  Louisville  on  a  higher 
note  than  is  usual  at  resort  meetings. 

The  papers  dealing  with  the  books  in 
the  various  camps  contributed  to  the 
helpful  spirit  which  has  brought  such  a 
ready  response  to  library  week. 

Some  of  the  papers  on  the  general  pro- 
gram, in  spite  of  one's  loyalty  to  the 
association,  raised  a  feeling  of  impatience 
that  one  should  be  asked  to  sit  through 
their  infliction.  Where  so  many  good 
ones  were  given,  one  could  not  help  but 
inquire  why  others  were  permitted. 

Since  new  sections  and  departments 
seem  to  have  right  of  way,  wouldn't  it  be 
well  to  oi^nize  one  for  public  speaking, 
before  which,  any  librarian  who  proposes 
to  talk  to  an  A.  L.  A.  audience  of  several 
hundred  people  should  have  to  pass  in 
order  to  insure  that  his  voice  was  strong 
enough  to  carry  at  least  20  feet,  and  that 
he  was  familiar  enough  with  the  ideas 
which  he  wished  to  present  to  be  able  to 
look  off  from  his  manuscript  occa- 
sionally? Why  should  any  man  who  is 
strong  enough  to  run  a  library  have  to- 
hold  on  to  the  reading  desk  with  both 
hands,  while  he  presents  what  he  has  to- 
say?  Why  should  he  not  at  least  look 
up  a  few  times  during  the  process  of 
inaudibly  reading  out  loud?  One  then 
might  get  a  notion  of  what  he  was  try- 
ing to  say. 

It  was  most  entertaining  to  hear  the 
business  man  presenting  5ie  notion  of 
library  service  that  had  arisen  in  his  mind 
as  a  mere  citizen  who  found  himself  try- 
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ing  to  use  public  libraries.  His  judg- 
ment caused  a  few  vibrations,  if  not  con- 
siderable agitation. 

The  concert  on  Sunday  afternoon  fur- 
nished a  note  of  restfulness  and  enjoy- 
ment in  the  hurry  and  anxiety  of  the 
week. 

Not  for  a  lot^  time  has  anything  been 
so  keenly,  wise^  and  lai^cly  presented 
as  Mr.  Dana's  dissertation  on  what  real 
library  service  is.  To  many  of  the  old 
guard  who  heard  him,  it  was  a  far-off, 
well-remembered  call  of  a  time  full  of 
delight.  Mr  Dana's  talk  will  be  given 
in  full  later. 

The  automobile  ride  through  the 
Louisville  parks  was  a  supreme  delight 
to  every  one.  It  was  curious  to  hear 
some  of  the  remarks  of  those  who  had 
not  been  in  that  part  of  the  country  be- 
fore. They  seemed  to  forget  that  parks 
are  a  possibility  anywhere  where  they  are 
desired.  There  is  no  more  beautiful  sys- 
tem of  parks  in  the  country  that  ttrat  of 
Louisville. 

The  occasion  of  the  official  photograph 
was  made  one  of  much  hilarity.  It  is  a 
matter  of  regret  that  some  phases  of  the 
occasion  were  not  included  in  the  photog- 
rapher's snap. 


American  Association  of  Law  Libraries 

Representatives  from  fourteen  states 
were  in  attendance  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  American  Association  of  Law  Li- 
brarians at  Louisville.  Hon  E.  T.  Mc- 
Dermott  welcomed  the  meeting  to  the 
city.  Hon  Wm.  M.  Bullitt,  in  an  inter- 
esting talk,  expressed  the  value  of  com- 
missions and  offered  to  assist  in  the 
compilation  of  a  list  of  all  commissions 
of  the  United  States.  A  committee  was 
formed  to  take  up  this  work  with  A,  J. 
Small,  State  law  librarian  of  Iowa,  as 
chairman. 

Mrs  M.  B.  Cobb,  State  librarian  of 
Geoi^a,  gave  an  interesting  paper  on 
Law  and  legislative  reference  as  parts  of 
the  State  library. 

At  the  next  session,  Luther  E.  Hewitt 
of  Philadelphia  discussed  in  his  ofHual 
address,  as  chairman,  the  progress  of 
law  in  the  last  10  years.  A  paper  on  re- 
cent developments  in  International  and 


Municipal  law  by  Prof  Edwin  R.  Borch- 
ard,  of  the  law  department  of  Yale, 
analyzed  the  present  status  of  interna- 
tional law,  and  refuted  the  charge  that 
its  principles  today  are  inactive. 

Sumner  Y.  Wheeler  of  the  E^sex 
County  law  library,  Massachusetts,  dis- 
cussed present  day  law  libraries,  giving 
a  vivid  and  interesting  description  of 
the  county  law  libraries  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

Instruction  in  legal  bibliography  for 
the  law  student  was  presented  by  Mary 
S.  Foote,  librarian  of  the  New  Haven 
County  Bar  library.  The  paper  was  re- 
ceived with  great  interest. 

A  round  table  on  the  Valuation  of  a 
law  library  was  conducted  by  Ju<^e  C. 
B.  Seymour  of  Louisville.  Andrew 
Mcttee,  librarian  of  the  Baltimore  Com- 
pany of  the  Bar,  gave  a  carefully  pre- 
pared discussion  of  the  subject. 

It  vras  learned  with  regret  that  the 
publication  of  T.  S.  Cole's  bibliography 
of  session  laws,  which  it  was  expected 
would  be  published  by  the  Carnegie  In- 
stitute, has  been  postponed  on  account  of 
the  war.  A  telegram  to  Governor  Low- 
den  of  Illinois,  expressing  the  associa- 
tion's interest  in  an  act  for  reprinting 
the  session  laws  of  Illinois,  was  sent. 

The  second  joint  session  with  state  li- 
braries discussed  the  matter  of  con- 
solidation of  all  state  libraries. 

-Geo.  S.  Godard,  state  librarian  of 
Connecticut,  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  National  legislative  service,  reported 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  discontinue 
the  work  for  1917  owing  to  the  great  ex- 
pense. The  committee  was  continued 
with  expressions  of  appreciation  for  its 
service. 

Suitable  resolutions  of  appreciation 
of  courtesies  extended  were  passed. 

The  following  officers  were  elected: 

President,  Edward  H.  Redstone,  libra- 
rian, Social  law  library,  Boston;  first  vice- 
president,  Edwin  H.  Gholson,  librarian,  Cin- 
cinnati bar  library;  second  vice-president, 
Susan  A.  Fleming:,  librarian,  Louisville  bar 
library;  secretaryj  Elizabeth  B.  Steere,  law 
librarian.  University  of  Michigan;  treasurer. 
Mrs  Maud  B.  Cobb,  State  librarian,  Atlanta. 
Executive  committee:  Officers  of  the  ano- 
ciation    and    Luther    E.    Hewitt,    Ubrariui, 
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Philadelphia  bar  association;  C.  Will  Shaf- 
fer, State  law  librarian,  Olympia,  Washing- 
ton; Franklin  O.  Poole,  librarian,  New 
York  City  bar  association. 


National  Association  of  State 
Librarians 

The  National  association  of  state  li- 
braries held  .its  twentieth  convention  at 
Louisville,  June  21-27.  There  were  two 
separate  sessions,  together  with  one  held 
jointly  with  the  American  association  of 
law  libraries,  and  another  with  the  Amer- 
ican association  of  law  libraries  and  the 
League  of  library  commissions. 

At  the  first  joint  session  the  associa- 
tions were  welcomed  to  Louisville  by 
Hon.  Edward  J.  McDermott.  Hon.  Wil- 
liam Marshall  Bullitt  of  Louisvilie  did 
not  present  his  scheduled  paper  on  Gov- 
ernment boards,  but  made  instead  a  prop- 
osition which  the  association  voted  to 
accept,  that  a  committee  of  law  librarians 
prepare  a  pamphlet  guide  to  the  public 
boards  and  commissions  of  the  various 
states,  and  that  the  guide  be  printed  at 
his  expense,  Mrs  Maud  Barker  Cobb, 
state  librarian  of  Georgia,  outlined  the 
advantages  of  combining  law  and  legis- 
lative reference  work  with  the  work  of 
the  state  library,  Mr  Sumner  York 
Wheeler,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  uniformity  of  session  laws,  stated 
that  the  committee  had  been  unable  to 
prepare  a  report.  It  was  voted  to  con- 
tinue the  committee  for  the  coming  year. 

The  session  held  jointly  with  the 
American  association  of  law  libraries 
and  the  League  of  library  commissions 
was  devoted  to  a  discussion  of  the  co- 
ordination of  State  library  activities,  led 
by  Miss  Fannie  C.  Rawson.  J.  I.  Wyer, 
Jr.,  outlined  briefly  the  history  and  con- 
clusions of  the  recent  State  library  sur- 
veys in  Washington  and  Nebraska  and 
the  less  recent  experiences  in  consolida- 
tion in  Oregon.  Dr  J.  M.  Mathews, 
assistant  professor  of  political  science  in 
the  University  of  Illinois,  presented  the 
case  for  consolidation  from  the  point  of 
view  of  a  student  of  state  administra- 
tion. A  general  discussion  followed. 
Miss  Mary  E.  Downey  introduced  the 
question  of  control  by  a  state  board  of 


education  as  against  an  independent 
commission.  Matthew  S.  Dudgeon 
opened  discussion  on  the  proper  relation 
between  the  State  library  and  library 
extension  activities,  and  Thomas  L, 
Montgomery  on  the  relation  of  law  and 
legislative  reference  to  the  other  State 
library  activities.  Mrs  Elizabeth  Clay- 
poot  Earl,  president  of  the  Indiana  pub-  ' 
lie  library  commission,  aroused  consider- 
able discussion  over  her  plan  for  an  or- 
ganization of  state  library  activities  into 
four  mutually  independent  departments, 
controlled  by  one  central  appointive  non- 
political  board. 

The  committee  on  a  national  legisla- 
tive information  service  presented  its  re- 
port on  the  conditions  which  led  to  the 
discontinuance  of  the  Official  Index  to 
Legislation  published  by  the  Law  Report- 
ing Company.  The  two  associations 
voted  after  discussion  that  the  committee 
be  continued  to  work  toward  a  re-estab- 
lishment of  the  Index  in  1918,  and  that 
additional  effort  be  made  to  arouse  the 
interest  of  business  concerns  by  appoint- 
ing some  business  men  to  the  committee. 

The  first  separate  session  opened  with 
the  President's  address  in  which  he  out- 
lined possible  lines  of  work  for  the  asso- 
ciation. Charles  W.  Reeder,  reference 
librarian  of  Ohio  State  university,  fol- 
lowed with  a  paper  on  the  Popularizing 
of  the  state  document  through  advertis- 
ing, centralizing  distribution  and  prepa- 
ration of  lists  and  bulletins.  Milton  J. 
Ferguson,  assistant  librarian  of  the  Cali- 
fornia State  library,  reviewed  the  recent 
progress  of  the  California  State  library, 
and  its  county  library  system,  and 
touched  briefly  on  the  plans  for  a  new 
library  building.  John  E.  Goodwin,  li- 
brarian of  the  University  of  Texas,  pre- 
sented the  main  features  of  the  new 
Texas  county  library  law,  and  explained 
their  relation  to  local  conditions. 

At  the  second  separate  session  amend- 
ments were  adopted  to  the  constitution 
and  by-laws  which  make  the  unit  of 
membership  the  institution,  rather  than 
the  individual  as  heretofore.  The  com- 
mittee on  resolutions  presented  a  reso- 
lution, which  was  adopted,  congratulat- 
ing the  Boston  public  library  on  its  for- 
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tunate  appointment  to  the  librarianship 
of  C.  F,  D,  Belden,  former  state  libra- 
rian of  Massachusetts  and  a  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  association.  The  report  of  the 
Archives  committee,  H.  R.  Mcllwaine 
chairman,  was  not  read,  but  will  appear 
as  usual  in  the  printed  proceedings.  ^ 

The  officers  elected  for  1917-18  are: 
President,  Gilson  G,  Glasier,  state  libra- 
rian, Wisconsin ;  first  vice-president. 
Miss  Cornelia  Marvin,  state  librarian, 
Oregon ;  second  'vice-president,  H,  R. 
Mcllwaine,  state  librarian,  Virginia ;  sec- 
retan'-treasurer.  Miss  Elizabeth  M. 
Smith,  state  library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 


League  of  Library  Commissions 

The  mid-year  meeting  of  the  League 
of  library  commissions  was  held  at 
Louisville,  June  23,  with  Mrs  Elizabeth 
day  pool  Earl  of  Indiana  presiding. 
Prof.  Will  D.  Howe,  English  department 
of  Indiana  university,  opened  the  pro- 
gram with  a  talk  on  the  Part  of  state 
supported  library  activities  in  the  educa- 
tional program  of  the  state.  Mr  Howe 
spoke  of  the  change  in  the  ideal  of  li- 
brary service  from  one  of  nourishing 
culture  to  one  of  training  for .  service. 
The  moving  picture,  the  newspaper,  and 
the  library  have  taken  their  place  along- 
side the  church,  the  school,  and  the  home 
as  ;factors  of  popular  education.  He 
made  an  appeal  for  popular  support  of 
libraries,  and  declared  that  public  senti- 
ment must  realize  that  the  library  is  the 
heart  of  the  community. 
Library  mdts 

The  second  part  of  the  program  was 
devoted  to  a  discussion  of  What  is  the 
best  unit  of  library  extension?  Miss 
Leatherman  of  North  Carolina  discussed 
the  state  as  a  unit  of  extension.  She 
emphasized  the  fact  that  State  extension 
service  does  not  preclude  other  forms 
of  library  extension  and  that  some  state 
organization  and  authority  is  needed  to 
guide  and  stimulate  other  forms  of  ex- 
tension service. 

Inasmuch  as  reports  ihow  that  librar; 
commissions  and  other  state  ag-encies  have 
been  most  successful  in  promoting  the  es- 
labltshment  of  libraries,  and  in  increasing^ 


library  efficiency  even  though  they  have  not 
brought  about  a  library  millennium;  inas- 
much a.s  the  state  agency  is  necessary  for 
carrying  on  the  library  campaign  in  those 
states,  counties  and  sections  where  the 
library  movement  is  still  in  a  primitive  state 
of  development,  and  inasmuch  as  the  stale 
is  the  best  unit  for  collecting  and  distribut- 
ing information  and  statistics  and  for  seem- 
ing proper  coordination  and  cooperation 
of  all  library  activities,  we  claim,  not  that 
the  state  is  the  best  and  only  unit  for  library 
extension,  but  that  the  best  library  system, 
like  the  best  school  system,  is  one  in  which 
the  stale,  the  county,  and  the  township  are 
closely  coordinated. 

The  time  may  come  when  it  will  no 
longer  be  necessary  for  the  state  to  promote 
new  libraries  or  to  circulate  traveling 
libraries,  but  of  one  thing  I  am  assured,  it 
will  be  a  long  time  before  it  comes  in  the 
South,  but  to  whatever  degree  of  develop- 
ment library  extension  activities  may  attain 
there  will  always  be  need  of  a  central 
agency  to  bring  and  to  hold  all  these  library 
activities  into  a  working  system,  to  serve 
as  headquarters  for  information  and  sug- 
gestion, to  prevent  unnecessary  dnplication, 
lo  maintain  standards  and  professional 
schools  where  such  standards  may  be  re- 
alized and  in  general  to  provide  such  co- 
ordination and  cooperation  as  are  ever 
needed  for  the  best  economy  and  efficiency. 

County  tmit 
The  advantages  of  the  county  as  a  unit 
of  service  were  convincingly  presented 
by  Miss,  Harriet  C.  Long  of  the  Brum- 
back  library  of  Van  Wert,  Ohio.  Her 
talk  was  designed  to  show  that  the  county 
most  nearly  fulfills  that  ideal  of  library 
service  embodied  in  the  A.  L.  A.  motto, 
"The  best  reading,  for  the  largest  num- 
ber, at  the  least  cost."  Most  counties 
already  have  more  or  less  elaborate 
county  machinery  to  deal  with  schools, 
agricultural  conditions,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and 
other  work.  The  county  is  small  enough 
to  allow  frequent  personal  visits  of  the 
librarian.  Where  there  are  many  small 
towns  in  a  county,  the  only  way  to  pro- 
vide sufficient  revenue  to  maintain  a 
proper  library  with  a  trained  librarian  is 
to  have  a  tax  supported  cotmty  library. 
The  county  system  leaves  no  portion  of 
the  county  without  library  service,  and 
the  less  progressive  communities  in  most 
need  of  development  are  given  service 
that  they  would  probably  never  otherwise 
have  on  their  own  initiative.  Miss  Long 
pointed  out  the  economy  of  administra- 
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tion  in  a  county  system  over  that  of 
several  smaller  fibraries  and  the  reduc- 
tion in  unnecessary  duplication  of  titles. 
_  The   county   is   a   large    enough   unit    to 

S'cld  ample  funds  for  the  support  of  an  ef- 
ctive  library;  and  yet  it  is  a  unit  near 
enough  to  the  people  to  command  their  in- 
terest, and  become  a  rea11y_  definite  part  of 
their  lives.  The  smaller  unit,  which  permits 
an  even  closer  comminglinK  of  interest  than 
does  the  county,  can  yield  but  insufficient 
revenue.  This  revenue  would  necessarily  be 
spent  in  duplicating  to  a  large  extent  the 
work  and  the  resources  of  the  other  libra- 
ries within  its  immediate  territory;  but 
withal,  would  result  in  an  incomplete  serv- 
ice as  compared  with  the  county.  There- 
fore, it  seems  that  the  county  is  the  unit  for 
library  extension  through  which  we  can 
most  nearly  approach  that  ideal  of  service 
for  which  we  are  all  striving. 

Diatrict  unit 
John  A.  Lowe,  agent  of  the  Massachu- 
setts free  library  commission,  next  spoke 
of  the  Library  District  as  a  means  of 
library  extension  and  outlined  the  plan 
already  put  into  operation  in  Massachu- 
setts. Massachusetts  with  its  many  small 
rural  libraries  has  to  solve  the  problem 
of  how  efficient,  trained  or  experienced 
librarians  may  serve  towns  in  which  the 
library  is  open  only  two  days  of  the 
week  and  the  average  librarian's  annual 
salary  amounts  to  $150.  The  plan  being 
tried  is  based  on  the  plan  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts state  board  of  education  to  em- 
ploy school  superintendents  who  have 
chaise  of  schools  in  a  group  of  towns. 
Similarly,  a  trained  librarian  would  be 
engaged  to  oversee  the  activities  of  libra- 
rians in  a  given  neighborhood  with  the 
approval  of  the  local  boards  of  trustees. 
She  would  carry  on  publicity  work,  work 
with  schools,  dubs,  societies,  as  well  as 
oversee  the  technical  and  inside  work 
of  the  library.  In  one  district  the  trus- 
tees of  a  large  city  library  employed  the 
supervising  librarian  three  days  of  each 
wedc  to  instruct  the  staff,  direct  the  work 
of  recataloging,  and  give  library  instruc- 
tion to  pupils  in  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades.  The  State  commission  employed 
her  for  the  other  days  of  the  week  to 
do  similar  work  in  small  nearby  libraries. 
The  difficulties  of  the  plan  are  the 
meagre  income  of  libraries  and  the  un- 
willingness of  librarians  of  long  standing 


to  adopt  new  methods.    The  training  of 
local  persons  to  become  supervising  li- 
brarians might  make  this  plan  more  ac- 
ceptable in  some  localities. 
Township  imit 

The  township  as  the  smallest  unit  of 
eictension  was  discussed  by  Miss  Snipes, 
librarian  of  the  Plainfield,  Ind.,  public 
library,  which  is  serving  two  townships 
and  is  about  to  serve  a  third,  which  will 
make  a  territory  of  128  square  miles.  In 
addition  to  the  ordinary  deposit  stations 
in  the  rural  schools,  the  Plainfield  library 
maintains  a  special  house  to  house  auto- 
mobile book  wagon  service  in  the  town- 
ships. A  specially  constructed  body  was 
made  for  a  Ford  chassis  at  a  total  cost 
of  $550.  This  wagon  has  a  shelf  ca- 
pacity of  200  volumes,  with  carriage 
space  for  other  volumes.  Each  house  is 
visited  every  six  weeks.  For  the  first 
year,  the  annual  upkeep  was  only  $83. 
So  far,  66  per  cent  of  the  families  are 
being  reached  and  the  annual  circula- 
tion was  7,500  volumes.  This  library 
also  makes  use  of  telephone  and  parcel 
post  service. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  Mr 
Spencer,  representing  the  New  York 
State  Grange,  made  a  plea  for  the  modi- 
fication of  the  parcel  post  law  so  as  to 
give  increased  service  to  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. Miss  Ahem  emphasized  the  fact 
that  the  people  are  paying  for  service 
and  that  in  too  many  libraries  this  serv- 
ice is  still  perfunctory;  it  is  just  as  dis- 
graceful to  spend  the  public's  money  and 
give  little  or  nothing  for  it  in  a  library 
as  it  is  in  the  police  department;  that 
efficiency  and  knowledge  are  necessary, 
and  that  the  librarians  are  the  public's 
employes.  They  are  not  giving  books  to 
the  public,  for  the  books  belong  to  the 
public. 

Following  this  discussion,  Mr  Lowe  of 
Massachusetts  again  spoke,  outlining  the 
relation  of  the  library  commissions  to 
the  larger  libraries  of  the  state.  He 
spoke  particularly  of  this  work  in  Massa- 
chusetts. The  Massachusetts  library 
commission  law  allows  for  direct  finan- 
cial aid  to  towns  having  a  $1,000,000  or 
less  valuation.    In  the  last  two  years  th« 
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commission  has  undertaken  to  be  of 
more  direct  use  to  the  larger  libraries 
of  the  state,  particularly  in  an  advisory 
capacity.  The  files  at  the  office  are  con- 
stantly used  by  the  larger  libraries  for 
plans  of  library  buildings,  for  compara- 
tive statistics,  and  for  the  employment 
of  librarians  and  assistants.  Visits  are 
made  to  help  in  the  planning  of  build- 
ings, and  recommendations  are  made  to 
boards.  In  the  last  year  there  were  44 
appointments  made  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  commission. 

Another  work  of  which  Mr  Lowe  gave 
an  interesting  account  was  the  weeding 
of  libraries  to  remove  the  dead  material. 
In  making  library  surveys,  the  Commis- 
sion has  accomplished  much.  These  sur- 
veys are  done  generally  on  request  of  the 
library  authorities.  Conditions  of  the 
library  and  the  town  are  investigated 
and  recommendations  made.  In  some 
cases  where  conditions  are  patently  bad, 
the  survey  is  made  without  an  invitation 
from  the  local  library  authorities.  In 
the  work  with  foreigners  in  the  larger 
cities,  Massachusetts  is  doing  more 
active  work  than  any  other  state.  The 
Commission  has  a  competent  director  in 
the  person  of  Miss  J.  Maud  Campbell, 
who  helps  in  the  selection  of  books  in 
foreign  languages,  arranges  for  lectures 
in  foreign  languages  to  be  given  in  the 
libraries  on  American  institutions.  At 
these  lectures  there  are  displayed  groups 
of  books  in  the  language  in  which  the 
lecture  is  being  given. 

One  of  the  difficulties  to  be  met  by 
the  Commission  in  a  stale  where  most 
of  the  libraries  are  much  older  than  the 
Commission,  is  a  feeling  that  it  is  in  a 
way  interfering  with  local  independence. 

The  final  part  of  the  afternoon's  pro- 
gram was  given  to  an  open  discussion 
of  what  state  commissions  could  do  to 
meet  the  conditions  occasioned  by  the 
present  war.  This  discussion  was  led 
by  Miss  Fannie  C.  Rawson  of  Kentucky. 
Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Wales  of  Missouri  said 
that  in  considering  the  part  which  her 
commission  could  play,  she  had  asked 
herself  the  question.  What  should  I  wish 
a  library  to  do  if  I  were  a  man  going 
away?    She  emphasized  the  duty  of  the 


state  commission  to  oversee  the  distribu- 
tion of  publications  along  the  lines  of 
conservation  and  other  cognate  subjects 
to  the  small  libraries  of  the  state.  Actual 
distribution  by  the  commission  may  not 
be  necessary,  but  the  commission  should 
see  that  each  library  is  on  a  mailing  list. 

Robert  P.  Bliss  of  Pennsylvania 
sounded  a  note  of  warning  against  the 
temptation  of  librarians  and  library 
assistants  to  be  attracted  to  other  de- 
mands of  war  service  at  the  expense  of 
library  service.  He  emphasized  the 
necessity  of  sticking  to  the  job,  of  help- 
ing people  at  home  to  keep  from  worry- 
ing and  to  maintain  their  mental  balance. 

James  I.  Wyer,  Jr.,  of  New  York, 
opened  his  discussion  by  telling  of  a  child 
who  came  from  a  home  saddened  by  the 
departure  of  the  young  men  in  the  family 
to  find  in  the  library  a  cheerful  place. 
He  contrasted  the  present  condition  in 
England  where  the  libraries  are  closed 
with  that  in  France  where  even  the  small- 
est library  has  been  given  some  task  to 
do.  As  we  get  further  into  the  war, 
there  will  be  stricter  economy  in  social 
activities,  and  the  public  library  will, 
with  its  free  recreation,  be  called  upon 
to  supply  the  resulting  increased  demand 
for  amusement.  Jt  is  essential  that  li- 
braries stand  valiantly  for  no  diminution 
of  income. 

Matthew  S.  Dudgeon  of  Wisconsin, 
in  referring  to  Mr  Bliss's  advice  to  stick 
to  the  job,  said  that  libraries  must  con- 
tinue their  service  but  they  must  do  the 
usual  thing  in  an  unusual  way  and  even 
some  unusual  things.  He  appealed  to 
the  libraries  to  do  such  things  as  dis- 
tribute Red  Cross  literature,  help  socie- 
ties with  filing  and  recording,  be  the 
publicity  agent  for  useful  literature  and 
bulletins,  collect  historical  material  and 
collect  books  for  soldiers.  The  Library 
commission  should  see  that  libraries  fall 
in  line  with  all  these  movements. 

Mr  Johnson  Brigham  of  Iowa  ck)sed 
the  discussion  with  a  question  as  to  the 
best  method  of  supplying  military  camps 
with   books. 

Henry  N.  Sanbobn, 
Secretary. 
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Conuneats  on  the  Meeting 

The  conference  seemed  to  me  a  re- 
markably good  conference.  The  social 
aspects  were  very  pleasant  and  yet  were 
not  allowed  to  swamp  the  work  of  the 
conference.  I  consider  it  the  most  suc- 
cessful city  conference  that  I  have  at- 
tended. The  interest  in  the  relation  of 
the  association  to  public  questions  was  a 
stroi^  unifying  influence  throughout.  It 
seems  probable  that  the  program  of 
future  conferences  will  have  to  provide 
fewer  general  sessions  in  order  to  make 
room  for  sectional  meetings  without  so 
many  conflicts  as  at  present. 

C  W.  Andrews. 

No  one  enjoys  an  A.  L.  A.  more  than 
I  do,  but  I  cannot  endure  the  programs. 
It  is  an  ordeal  for  me  to  attend  any  ses- 
sion for  more  than  a  short  time,  and  yet 
I  never  tire  of  porch  talks  with  friends, 
no  matter  how  much  shop  is  argued.  Of 
course  all  this  is  very  bad.  I  know  it  and 
I  go  to  every  conference  with  a  firm  re- 
solve to  stay  longer  at  the  sessions. 
If  the  audiences  were  small  I  probably 
should,  out  of  pity  for  the  speakers,  but 
when  I  find  the  crowds  large,  the  pro- 
grams long,  the  speakers  half  audible, 
and  some  of  the  papers  dull,  I  just  get 
up  and  flee. 

Afraid  to  Say  Who. 

I  enjoyed  myself  very  much,  but  I  do 
not  like  city  conferences.  I  would  sug- 
gest a  department  where  the  Association 
could  give  a  course  of  training  in  voice 
culture  for  those  taking  part  in  the  pro- 
gram. My  outstanding  feeling  is — good 
meeting,  lovely  people,  red  room,  strain- 
ing to  hear.  I  shall  be  looking  forward 
with  much  pleasure  to  another  such 
meeting. 

Mary  J.  L.  Black. 

Heat,  hospitali^,  and  service — these 
were  the  outstanding  impressions  of  one 
visitor  to  the  A.  L.  A.  The  heat  was 
memorable,  but  the  hospitality  of  Louis- 
ville so  far  exceeded  even  the  heat  that 
we  will  all  forget  that.  As  for  the  meet- 
ings themsdves,  the  keynote  was  service, 
with  the  emphasis  on  war-time  service. 
This  was  no  time  for  the  discussion  of 
teclmicalities,  for  every  one  was  trying 
-to  learn  what  there  was  to  be  done,  and 


every  one  was  finding  that  there  was 
plenty  for  all,  and  that  the  work  was 
only  beginning.  It  was  comforting  to 
know  that  a  librarian  who  has  little  time 
and  skill  for  knitting  socks  or  making 
bandages  might  do  many  things  which 
would  contribute  to  the  comfort  of  our 
soldiers  and  the  success  of  our  country. 
M.  G.  Blair. 

The  Louisville  conference  seemed  to 
me  one  of  the  best  that  we  have  had.  I 
liked  it  for  its  local  note,  which  came  out 
most  clearly  in  the  authors'  readings. 
In  a  city  with  "local  color,"  this  justifies 
an  occasional  city  meeting,  although  I 
am  usually  in  favor  of  a  meeting  at  a 
resort,  where  most  of  us  can  get  together 
in  one  hotel.  We  are  hoping  that  the 
Association  will  decide  to  meet  in  St. 
Louis  before  long,  and  we  hope  to  have 
there  another  of  those  exceptions  that 
"prove  the  rule." 

Arthur  E.  Bostwick. 

No  one  dislikes  a  city  meeting  more 
than  I  do.  The  association,  however,  has 
grown  to  a  large  size  and  faces  a  di- 
lemma in  consequence.  It  must  either 
accept  ciUes  as  meeting-places  or  elimi- 
nate large  districts  from  consideration 
when  selecting  them.  There  are  few  sin- 
gle hotels  or  groups  of  hotels  large 
enou^  to  house  a  normal  conference  ex- 
cept in  cities,  and  the  ge(^rraphical  dis- 
tribution of  these  is  very  uneven.  My 
feeling  is  in  favor  of  having  city  meet- 
ings at  times,  rather  than  confining  our 
conferences  to  the  districts  where  large 
resort  hotels  are  found,  for  the  latter  oc- 
cur, curiously  enough,  only  near  the 
edges  of  the  country. 

One  cannot  think  of  Louisville  without 
recalling  the  remarkably  good  work 
which  ^e  local  committee  did  in  arrang- 
ing for  the  meetings  and  for  our  enter- 
tainment. In  these  respects  the  confer- 
ence set  a  high  standrad.  Mr  Settle  and 
his  associates  did  their  work  thoroi^hly 
and  well,  and  I  for  one  found  the  results 
remarkably  pleasant. 

Harrison  W.  Craver. 

The  Louisville  A.  L.  A.,  taken  as  a 
whole,  was  one  of  splendid  library  spirit, 
foil  of  interest  and  inspiration  with  the 
most  gracious  ho^tali^. 
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Each  year  I  am  more  and  more  im- 
pressed with  the  dynamics  of  the  A.  L. 
A.  as  an  organization  and  wonder  why 
the  force,  in  late  years,  does  not  spend 
itself  in  many  definite  constructive  forms. 
Is  there  too  much  centralized  power,  with 
a  cotmcil  only  in  name,  and  a  body  with 
no  voice  at  all? 

Elizabeth  Ciaypool  Eabl. 

The  distinct  impression  left  upon  me 
after  attending  the  Ijouisville  conference, 
was  the  great  amount  of  satisfactory  and 
valuable  progress  made  on  the  war  prob- 
lem of  libraries  durit^  the  week  of.  the 
conference. 

The  smoothness  with  which  everything 
went,  showed  how  well  the  local  com- 
mittee had  or|:anized  thdr  forces  to 
make  this  meeting  one  of  our  best,  and 
for  a  city  meeting  the  arrangements  of 
hotels  and  meeting  place,  assembly  rooms, 
and  exhibits,  were  certainly  very  satis- 
factory, 

F.  W.  Faxon. 

The  report  of  the  Mobilization  com- 
mittee and  the  almost  instantaneous  or- 
ganization and  report  of  the  War  com- 
mittee got  the  association  to  work  with 
a  snap.  Talks  and  plans  of  utilizing  the 
library  in  the  war  seemed  vital.  The 
program  of  the  College  and  Reference 
section,  deeply  interesting  to  college  li- 
brarians, put  those  interested  soldy  in 
public  library  reference  matters  in  a 
fidget :  "Would  the  speakers  never  stop 
and  let  them  go  to  a  tea?"  The  Agri- 
cultural library  program— one  paper  and 
full  discussions  at  each  session — ^was  ju- 
dicious and  helpful.  Professional  train- 
ing proved  a  lively — if  somewhat  futur- 
istic— topic.  The  old  question  of  classi- 
fication met  conservative  treatment.  Why 
not?  I  got  more  help  and  pleasure  from 
the  meeting  than  I  anticipated. 

Lucv  E.  Fay. 

Having  the  A.  L.  A.  meet  here  has 
altered  my  point  of  view.  I  have  now 
seen  conferences  from  two  angles,  and 
forevermore  I  shall  be  able  to  appreciate 
the  unselfish  service  that  many  people 
over  the  country  are  giving  year,by  year 
in  the  preparation  for  these  meetings. 
The  library  in  any  dty  where  the  A,  L. 
A.  meets  must  be  greatly  enriched  by  the 


contact. of  its  staff  with  the  members  of 
this  association. 

The  wonder  of  the  work  that  was  done 
in  a  few  days  as  our  war  offering  to  the 
country  will  always  be  clear  in  my  mtnd. 
An  association  of  thinking  people,  the 
A.  L.  A.  embraces  every  kind  of  enthusi- 
ast. There  are  pacifists,  consdentious 
objectors,  people  who  have  been  pro- 
German,  sodalists,  and  yet  there  was  not 
a  hand  raised  except  to  help.  The  mag- 
nitude of  the  task  wiped  out  all  personal 
prejudice  and  the  ideal  of  service  to  hu- 
manity swept  the  whole  gathering  into  a 
unit.  I  shall  always  be  proud  to  have 
been  a  member  of  that  conference. 

Jennie  M.  Flexner. 

Of  the  conference  itself,  the  most 
heartening  feature  was  the  energetic  re- 
sourcefulness with  which  the  Committee 
and  subcommittees  on  war  service  for 
libraries  went  to  work  and  produced  vis- 
ible and  valuable  first  results. 

Vivid  impressions  are  of  the  gracious 
homelikeness  and  charm  of  background 
and  setting  provided  by  Louisville  and  its 
people;  and  of  the  perfect  attention  to 
every  detail  of  comfort,  convenience  and 
hospitality  on  the  part  of  Mr  Settle,  hts 
staff,  and  his  local  committees. 

Marilla  W.  Freeuan. 

I  went  to  the  Louisville  conference 
with  some  misgivings  as  to  the  desirabil- 
ity of  the  city,  the  climate  and  the  pro- 
gram. I  found  I  had  misjudged  all  three 
for  I  came  home  from  the  conference 
feding  that  Louisville  was  not  simply  a 
Kentucky  city  located  on  the  Ohio  river, 
but  it  was  really  a  beautiful  dty  full  of 
business,  enthusiasm  and  culture,  with 
ample  accommodations  for  such  confer- 
ences as  ours  and  with  resources  and 
abilities  of  which  I  had  not  dreamed. 
The  climate  was  no  hotter  for  its  locality 
and  latitude  than  was  my  own  good  dty 
of  Hartford.  The  several  programs,  ac- 
companying discussions  and  the  spirit 
which  permeated  the  several  meetings 
were  interesting,  impressive  and  helpful.. 
The  hospitality  accorded  us  has  not  been 
surpassed  during  my  seventeen  years'  ex- 
perience at  these  conferences. 

GECntGE  S.  GODASD. 
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The  executive  committee  deserves 
credit  for  the  results  obtained  at  the 
Conference.  Most  of  the  contributions 
were  competent  and  abreast  of  our  times; 
one  or  two  were  decidedly  out  of  the 
ordinary.  No  doubt  the  war  overtodc 
the  program  makers  at  a  time  when  cer- 
tain arrangements  for  the  meeting  had 
to  be  left  as  planned;  as  it  was,  the 
meeting  was  of  professional  rather  than 
of  national  character.  A  generous  will- 
ingness to  serve  and  an  intelligent  de- 
termination to  mobilize  our  strength  and 
resources  were  abundantly  manifest,  but 
one  would  have  liked  to  hear  the  ring 
of  a  warm,  heartening,  patriotic  voice. 
It  is  difficult  to  analyze  our  feelings  just 
at  present — are  we  as  yet  too  much  out- 
side the  big  events?  Is  our  spirit  damp- 
ened by  a  vague  yet  insidious  feeling 
that  this  war  came  to  us  second  hand  or 
that  we  took  it  over?  Adam  Strohm. 

It  seemed  to  me  that  the  program  of 
the  conference  lacked,  as  all  our  pro- 
grams lack,  sufficient  emphasis  upon  the 
content  of  books,  and,  outside  of  the  local 
literary  program,  the  conference  was 
conspicuously  weak  upon  the  literary 
side.  The  attendance  was  large  and  rep- 
resentative, and  the  men  had  excellent 
opportunities  for  conference,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  main  place  of  meeting 
was  in  the  rather  small  lobby  of  the 
Seelbach  Hotel.  It  seemed  to  me  that 
tfiere  were  fewer  opportunities  to  meet 
the  women  of  the  conference  than  usual. 
A  city  conference^  held  occasionally,  has 
certain  advantages.  The  hospitality  we 
received  was  noteworthy,  and  the  section 
of  the  country  was  one  which  it  was  de- 
sirable for  the  conference  to  visit.  The 
conduct  of  the  meeting  was  excellent, 
and,  for  the  general  sessions,  the  theater 
was  a  better  place  than  I  had  anticipated 
it  would  be.  The  concentration  upon  the 
war  was  natural  and  praiseworthy,  but 
had  it  not  been  for  the  efforts  of  the 
local  committee,  I  think  that  emphasis 
would  have  been  made  at  the  expense  of 
what  after  all  are  the  prime  objects  of 
our  meeting,  namely:  the  greater  ef- 
ficiency of  uie  libraries  which  each  of  us 
serves,  both  as  an  administrator,  and  as 
a  representative  of  literature. 

Bernard  C.  Steiner. 


N.  E.  A.  Library  Section 
Uectlng  of  1917 

The  library  department  of  the  N.  E. 
A.  held  its  meeting  in  Portland,  during 
the  annual  session  of  the  larger  body, 
in  three  sessions. 

Harriet  A.  Wood,  school  librarian  of 
Portland,  presided  in  the  absence  of  Miss 
Effie  L.  Power  of  Pittsburgh.  Dr  Her- 
bert G,  Lull,  director  of  teachers  train- 
ing, Kansas  State  Normal  school,  pre- 
sented a  paper  in  which  he  explained  the 
use  of  the  problem  method  of  instruc- 
tion and  its  necessity  in  such  fields  as 
history  and  science  and  asked  libraries 
to  render  the  best  services  to  the  school 
by  furnishing  reference  books,  text 
books,  manuals,  pamphlets,  etc.  In  dis- 
cussing the  subject,  Dr  Johnson,  Uni- 
versity of  Washington,  emphasized  the 
"socialized  recitation,"  suggesting  that 
the  subject  matter  of  the  problem  should 
be  subjected  to  utility  and  the  chief  dan- 
ger in  the  use  of  the  problem  was  that 
of  falling  into  formalism. 

A  paper  by  Mr  W.  J.  Kerr  on  a  "Li- 
brarian's reaction"  was  read  by  Dr 
Henry  of  the  University  of  Washing- 
ton. Mr  Kerr  urged  the  librarian  to 
anticipate  the  needs  of  the  teachers  and 
students  and  do  more  personal  work 
with  both.  He  advocated  the  use  of  a 
library  class  room  containing  tables, 
chairs,  stage,  bulletin  boards,  victrola, 
moimted  pictures,  lantern  slides  and  a 
floating  collection  of  books  which  would 
help  the  teacher  in  solving  the  problem. 

Miss  Bailey,  librarian  of  the  East 
Portland  branch,  and  Miss  Barrette  of 
the  Buchman  school  of  Portland  spoke 
on  the  value  of  library  service  in  the 
school  problems.  Two  points  of  view 
were  presented — that  of  tiie  teadter  and 
that  of  the  librarians  and  both  were  par- 
ticularly interesting. 

At  the  second  session.  Miss  Smith,  li- 
brarian of  the  Lincoln  high  school,  waa 
in  charge.  "The  care  of  clippings, 
pamphlets,  pictures,  etc."  was  dealt  with 
by  Miss  Stella  M.  Slaven,  school  librar- 
ian of  Seattle,  Miss  Slaven  said  that 
pamphlets  should  be  arranged  by  subject 
m  a  vertical  file  and  that  clippings  were 
best  kept  in  ordinary  manila  envelopes. 
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as  they  were  generally  not  worth  the  cost 
of  mounting.  Miss  Fossler  of  the 
Portland  library  association  explained 
their  methods  of  caring  for  newspaper 
clippings.* 

Miss  Lovis  of  Tacoma  told  of  the 
splendid  work  her  student  committee 
had  done  in  creating  interest  in  the  li- 
brary, developing  the  right  kind  of  pub- 
lic sentiment  and  raising  funds  for 
books.  Miss  Pope  of  the  Lincoln  high 
school  also  gave  her  experiences. 

The  question  box  conducted  by  Miss 
Wood  opened  an  interesting  discussion 
on  niunerous  details. 

At  the  third  session.  State  Superin- 
tendent J.  A.  Churchill  discussed  "State 
supervision  of  school  libraries."  Mr 
Churchill's  paper  will  be  given  in  full 
later.  He  said  that  the  supervision  of 
school  libraries,  centralized  in  the  State 
library,  would  assure  intelligent  direc- 
tion and  continuity  in  policy  and  should 
accomplish  the  following: 

First,  the  placing  of  adequate  refer- 
ence libraries  in  each  high  school  and  a 
library  in  every  school.  Second,  stand- 
ardize all  as  to  contents,  Third,  avoid 
wasteful  expenditure  through  agents  or 
inexperienced  buying  of  books.  Fourth, 
avoid  scattering  of  tooks  and  make  pos- 
sible the  building  up  of  adequate  school 
libraries.  Dr  Churchill  said  that  a  high 
school  employing  10  teachers  should 
have  a  trained  librarian.  That  the  high 
school  librarian  should  have  the  qualifi- 
cations of  a  high  school  teacher,  plus  her 
technical  training,  and  should  have  the 
same  scale  of  standing  and  salary  as  any 
of  the  high  school  teachers. 

Dr  Henry  recommended  that  the  high 
school  librarian  have  a  four  years'  col- 
lege course  and  at  least  one  year's  library 
course. 

Miss  Bailey,  teacher  of  English  in  a 
high  school  of  Salem,  Oregon,  told  of 
her  experiences  in  helping  students  to 
form  the  reading  habit.  She  does  this 
by  reading  selections  from  books,  talk- 
ing of  them,  taking  attractive  editions 
to  class,  book  lists  and  the  formation  of 
library  clubs,   wherein   dramatics    take 

*The  report  did  not  tell  of  the  methods. 


an  important  place.  She  does  not  urge 
the  reading  of  many  books,  but  insists 
on  the  best  books.  Miss  Conner,  Shat- 
tuck  school  of  Portland,  gave  her  ex- 
periences in  interesting  boys  and  girls  in 
reading  and  gave,  in  several  instances, 
the  actual  influence  of  reading  on  char- 
acter and  interests. 

The  final  session  on  Friday  morning 
was  devoted  to  the  reports  of  various 
committees.  The  following  officers  were 
elected:  President,  C.  C.  Certain,  De- 
troit; vice-president,  Lucile  F.  Fargo, 
Spokane;  secretary,  "Lacy  E.  Fay,  Ten- 
nessee. 

The  school  library  exhibit,  prepared 
by  Miss  Wood,  attracted  much  attention. 
There  were  interesting  bulletins,  lists 
and  charts  from  Newark  and  other  li- 
braries in  the  East  as  well  as  West. 
Those  from  Newark  and  Los  Angeles 
were  especially  noteworthy. 


Library  Meetings 

HUnote— The  second  annual  conference 
of  the  East  Central  Illinois  library  dis- 
trict was  held  at  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois, July  19. 

The  district  comprises  22  libraries  in 
and  around  Urbana.  Notwithstanding 
the  warm  July  day,  the  libraries  were 
well  represented  by  librarians  and  trus- 
tees. The  summer  library  school  stu- 
dents were  also  in  attendance. 

Miss  Wright,  of  Springfield,  read  a 
paper  on  Library  extension  work  of  the 
Springfield  public  library.  This  was 
followed  by  Township  extension  work 
by  Miss  Kate  D.  Ferguson,  librarian  of 
Township  library.  Oilman,  Illinois.  Pub- 
licity was  the  subject  of  the  paper  read 
by  Miss  Barrette  of  Jacksonville, 

Iowa— The  report  of  the  minutes  of  the 
Des  Moines  library  club  for  1916-17  re- 
cords occasions  that  were  both  pleasur- 
able and  profitable.  The  meetings  were 
held  bi-monthly,  bemnning  with  October. 
The  officers  for  1917-18  are:  President, 
Miss  Reba  Davis;  vice-president,  EUa 
McLoney;  secreta^,  Mrs  L.  E.  Jones; 
treasurer,  Eva  C.  Page.  Program  com- 
mittee, Rae  Stockham,  chairman;  social 
committee,  Jessie  Swen,  cluirman. 
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llune— The  twenty-fourth  meeting  of 
the  Maine  library  association  was  held 
in  Kittery,  May  25-26.  The  historic 
town  and  the  hospitality  of  its  citizens 
combined  to  make  the  occasion  one  of  the 
pleasantest  in  the  history  of  the  asso- 
ciation. The  business  session  was  held 
on  Friday  afternoon,  with  Mr  C.  A. 
Fl^g,  the  first  vice-president,  in  the 
chair.  A  cordial  welcome  was  given  to 
the  visitors  by  Mr  Alexander  Dennett, 
president  of  the  trustees  of  Rice  public 
library,  and  Miss  Gilmore  of  the  Maine 
historical  society  responded  for  the  asso- 
ciation. The  officers  elected  for  the  year 
were; 

PresidciiE,  Henry  E.  Dunnack,  Maine 
stale  library,  Augusta;  vice-presidents,  Wii- 
liam  H.  Hartshorn,  Bates  college,  Lewiston, 
Annie  Prescott,  Public  library.  Auburn; 
secretary,  Marion  Brainerd,  Maine  state 
library,  Augusta;  treasurer,  Edna  A. 
Goodier,  Thornton  academy,  Saco. 

Short  addresses  were  given  by  Miss 
Fernald  of  the  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, library,  and  Mr  Fla^  of  the  Ban- 
gor public  library.  A  paper  written  by 
Miss  Grace  H.  Bolton  of  the  Bangor 
public  library  on  Library  work  with  chil- 
dren was  read  by  the  secretary.  Helpful 
discussions  followed  each  address. 

The  evening  session  opened  with  a 
short  round  table  on  summer  work,  Sun- 
day opening,  etc.  An  historical  sketch 
of  Kittery,  written  by  Mr  Dennett,  and 
an  illustrated  address  by  George  D.  H. 
L'Amoureaiix,  completed  a  day  of  in- 
terest and  enjoyment  for  all. 

Saturday  morning,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr  L'Amoureaux,  excursions  were 
made  to  the  many  points  of  historic  in- 
terest in  and  around  Kittery.  Warm 
words  of  praise  and  pleasure  were  ex- 
tended to  Miss  Eleanor  L.  Lovell,  libra- 
rian of  Rice  public  library,  for  her  suc- 
cessful management  of  the  meeting. 

Uusachuaetts— The  summer  session  of 
the  Massachusetts  library  club,  held  at 
Plymouth,  July  5-7,  was  participated  in 
by  the  Rhode  Island  and  Old  Colony  li- 
brary clubs.  President  Loring  presided 
at  the  opening  session  Thursday  even- 
ing, when  a  welcome  was  extended  by 
President  William  Hedge  of  the  Ply- 
mouth   library    boards.      Arthur    Lord 


spoke  on  "The  Pilgrim  tercentenary  in 
1920."  A  comprehensive  and  admirable 
review  of  "Books  about  New  England" 
was  given  by  J.  Randolph  Coolidge,  Jr. 
George  L.  Lewis  gave  a  review  of  the 
life  of  the  late  William  I.  Fletcher,  for 
many  years  a  leader  in  library  work. 
He  reviewed  Mr  Fletcher's  library  ac- 
tivities and  spoke  of  the  quahties  which 
endeared  him  to  his  associates  as  a  man 
and  companion.  Mr  B.  A.  G.  Fuller  of 
Harvard  university  discussed  "Recent 
philosophical  literature."  - 

A  "New  book  symposium"  called  at- 
tention to  the  recent  books  of  conspicu- 
ous merit.  A  printed  list  prepared  by 
Miss  Mary  L.  Lamprey,  Miss  Alice  M. 
Jordan  and  George  H,  Evans  was  dis- 
tributed. "Library  advertising  tiirough 
exhibitions"  was  discussed  by  Miss  Ef- 
f aline  H.  King, 

Joseph  L.  Peacock  of  Westerly,  R.  I., 
pi  esided  at  the  meeting  on  Friday  even- 
ing. John  A.  Lowe  of  the  Massachu- 
setts library  commission  discussed  the 
subject  of  library  work  during  the  war. 
Mr  Lowe  referred  to  the  report  and  sub- 
sequent discussions  of  the  A.  L.  A.  at 
Louisville'.  He  reviewed  briefly  the  pro- 
posed plan  of  the  national  woric  to  be 
undertaken  by  the  A.  L.  A.  and  particu- 
larly library  week  which  is  planned  to 
begin  September  24. 

A  paper  on  "The  amateur  profes- 
sional" was  presented  by  Harry  L. 
Koopman,  librarian  of  Brown  univer- 
sity. 

W.  D.  Goddard  of  Pawtucket  pre- 
sented the  subject  "Politics  of  war," 

On  Saturday  morning.  Miss  Gertrude 
M.  Gleason  of  the  Old  Colony  club  pre- 
sided. 

Albert  H.  Hall  of  Boston  presented 
"The  relations  of  the  library  and  the 
bookseller."  Miss  E.  Kathleen  Jones, 
librarian  of  the  McLean  Hospital,  read 
a  paper  on  "Helps  to  emotional  poise." 

Miss  Sarah  Louise  Arnold,  dean  of 
Simmons  college,  in  discussing  "Conser- 
vation and  home  economics,"  said  the 
public  libraries  should  emerge  from  the 
present  discussion  of  this,  as  helpfut 
factors.  New  books  are  of  the  utmost 
need  and  it  is  necessary  for  the  public 
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libraries  to  continue  their  assistance  and 
cooperation.  In  connection  with  this 
subject,  the  people  of  a  community  may 
be  divided  into  three  groups ;  those  who 
know  something  of  the  subject,  intelli- 
gent people  who  have  not  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  work  in  this  field,  and 
the  large  group  which  needs  direction 
and  teaching.  In  order  to  avoid  panic 
and  misunderstanding,  an  interpreter  is 
needed  to  further  tie  work  of  Mr 
Hoover  and  the  country.  An  intelligent 
middle  group  may  render  a  real  service 
by  holding  conferences  which  shall 
form  the  tasis  for  intelligent  action  and 
expenditure  of  money.  Those  who  are 
at  home  can  be  as  truly  enlisted  to  be 
more  thoughtful  and,  therefore,  more 
wise  in  expenditure.  Miss  Arnold  said 
that  economy  "does  not  mean  going 
without,  but  buying  wisely  the  necessary 
things."  The  assistance  of  the  library 
in  the  collection  and  dissemination  of 
this  material  is  sorely  needed. 

At  the  business  session  of  the  three 
clubs,  the  following  officers  were  elected ; 

Massachusetts  library  club:  President, 
Katharine  P.  LorinR;  vice-presidents,  E. 
I^uise  Jones,  May  Ashley  and.  Mary  L, 
Lamprey;  secretary,  John  G.  Moulton; 
treasurer,  George  L.  Lewis;  recorder,  Frank 
H.  Whitmorc. 

Rhode  Island  association:  President, 
Bertha  H.  Lyman;  vice-presidents,  William 
<j.  Doddard,  Luella  K.  Leavitt;  secretary, 
Marion  A.  Cooke;  recorder.  Amy  C.  Wilbur; 
treasurer,  Lawrence  M.  Shaw. 

Old  Colony  library:  President,  Mrs  Julia 
M.  Morton;  vice-president,  Mrs  Jenme  L. 
McLaughlen;  secretary,  Helen  A.  Brown; 
treasurer,  Mrs  Hattie  A.  Gary. 

There  were  179  trustees,  librarians  and 
assistants  at  the  second  conference  of 
librarians  held  July  9-13  by  the  Public 
library  commission  of  Massachusetts. 

The  commission  made  it  possible  for  a 
large  number  of  these  to  attend  by  pay- 
ing the  expense  of  librarians  coming 
from  small  towns.  The  program  was 
planned  especially  with  the  problem  of 
the  small  libraries  in  mind. 

Alice  G.  Higgins,  of  the  Boston  Athe- 
naeum, presented  the  need  of  undertak- 
ing work  with  children  as  a  continuous 
educational  process. 

Miss  Donnelly  made  a  strong  plea  for 


simplicity  in  presenting  classification  and 
cataloging  to  the  public. 

Miss  Alice  G.  Chandler,  secretary  of 
the  Library  committee  of  the  Woman's 
Educational  association,  gave  some  prac- 
tical hints  out  of  her  adventures  as  a 
library  visitor  for  the  commission. 

H.  C.  Welhnan  of  Springfield  led  an 
animated  discussion  on  "Some  library 
problems." 

Miss  Benjamin,  librarian  at  Easthamp- 
ton,  gave  her  experiences  in  helping  a 
library  with  a  noble  past  awaken  to  the 
responsibilities  and  opportunities  of  the 
active  present. 

Miss  Farrar  of  Springfield  discussed 
the  best  recent  books. 

Mr  Lowe  of  the  commission  showed 
with  lantern  slides  some  methods  of 
library  advertising. 

Miss    Guerrier    of    the    North    End 
branch  of  the  Boston  public  library  told  . 
of  opportunities  that  a  librarian  may  have 
in   introducing  books  and  their  advan- 
tages to  those  around  them. 

War  and  the  part  which  librarians  may 
play  in  it  came  into  discussion. 

Miss  Arnold  of  Simmons  college 
urged  the  use  of  libraries  as  a  center  of 
information  concerning  intelligent  con- 
servation of  food. 

The  work  the  commission  has  been  do- 
ing was  explained  and  plans  for  co-oper- 
ative work  in  the  future  were  discussed. 

Other  speakers  at  the  meeting  were 
Mr  Belden,  Dr  Le  Favour,  J.  Randolph 
Coolidge,  Jr.,  and  Miss  Kathleen  M. 
Jones. 

There  were  two  round-table  discus- 
sions at  the  commission  rooms. 

A  reception  was  given  to  the  members 
of  the  conference  by  the  Boston  public 
library. 

Other  hosts  of  the  occasion  were  the 
Public  library  at  Summerville,  Simmons 
college,  and  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts. 

Michiian— The  Ann  Arlwr  library  club 
has  issued  an  annual  report  for  last 
year's  meetings.  The  membership  is  67 
with  an  average  attendance  of  44,  The 
work  of  the  year  grouped  itself  arotmd 
the  activities  of  different  classes  or  li- 
braries,   presented    by    those    well    in- 
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formed.  At  the  dosing  meeting  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected:  President, 
F.  L.  D.  Goodrich ;  vice-presidents, 
Miss  Gertrude  Walter  and  Miss  Ellen 
Hoffman ;  secretary,  Miss  Florence 
Peters;  treasurer,  Mrs  Flora  Bates. 

Ohio— In  co-operation  with  the  state 
department  of  library  organization,  dis- 
trict meetings  were  conducted  by  the  Li- 
brary Extension  committee  of  the  Ohio 
library  association  during  May  at  tibe 
following  places:  Springfield,  Fremont, 
Coshocton,  Kent,  Lima  and  Athens. 

The  total  attendance  at  these  meetings 
was  220.  The  meetings  were  arranged 
expressly  to  provide  for  informal  con- 
ferences of  librarians  and  trustees,  to 
consider  practical  every-day  topics,  re- 
lating to  the  progress  and  daily  needs  of 
the  libraries  of  Sie  state.  The  satisfac- 
tory attendance  and  general  participa- 
tion in  the  discussion  made  the  district 
meetings  successful. 

The  subjects  discussed  were  selected 
from  a  list  which  had  been  sent  out  to 
all  the  libraries,  and  which  were  marked 
by  the  librarians  as  being  most  desirable. 
The  topics  receiving  the  greatest  con- 
sideration were  "The  County  library," 
"Library  funds,"  "Book  selection  and 
buying"  and  "Publicity." 

Marie  T.  Brown. 

Secretary, 

Peimaylvaiiia— The  last  meeting  of  the 
Pennsylvania  library  club  for  the  season 
of  1916-1917,  was  held  at  the  H.  Jos- 
ephine Widencr  branch  of  the  Free  li- 
brary of  Philadelphia  on  Monday  even- 
ing. May  14,  1917,  with  145  members 
present. 

Mr  Ashhurst  presided. 

Twenty- four  new  members  were  added 
to  the  club,  and  the  following  officers 
were  elected  to  serve  for  the  ensuing 
year,  viz. : 

President,  John  F.  Lewis ;  first  vice- 
president,  Morris  Jastrow,  Jr.,  Ph.D. ; 
second  vice-president,  E.  Mae  Taylor; 
secretary,  Jean  E.  GrafFen ;  treasurer. 
Bertha  Seidl  Wetzell. 

Dr  Thomas  Lynch  Montgomery,  state 
librarian  of  Pennsylvania,  then  read 
a  very  interesting  paper  on  the  early 
histoiy  of  the  club,  entitled,  "In  the  be- 


ginning," in  which  he  very  interestingly 
and  feelingly  traced  the  history  of  the  b<^- 
ginning  of  the  club,  and  its  progress  down 
to  date. 

At  the  close  of  Dr  Montgomery's  ad* 
dress,  Mr  Ashhurst  resigned  the  chair  to 
John  F.  Lewis,  the  newly  elected  presi- 
dent. The  meeting  was  followed  by  the 
usual  reception. 

Jean  E.  Graffeh, 
Secretary. 

June  20,  1917. 

Tennewee— The  Tennessee  library  asso- 
ciation held  its  annual  meeting  June  22, 
1917,  in  Louisville,  in  order  that  the 
members  in  attendance  might  at  the  same 
time  go  to  the  sessions  of  the  American 
library  association.  The  meeting  took 
the  form  of  a  luncheon,  followed  by  a 
business  session,  at  which  the  reports  of 
officers  were  accepted. 

The  following  officers  were  elected: 
President,  Charles  D.  Johnston,  Cossitt 
library,  Memphis;  first  vice-president. 
Miss  Dora  Sanders,  Vanderbilt  Univer- 
sity library,  Nashville ;  second  vice-presi- 
dent. Miss  Louise  MacMillan,  Chatta- 
nooga public  library ;  secretary  and  treas- 
urer, Mary  U.  Rothrock,  Lawson  Mc- 
Ghee  library,  Knoxville. 

Marv  U.  Rothrock. 

Puget  Sound— The  Puget  Sound  li- 
brary club  met  in  Seattle  on  May  25, 
1917.  At  the  afternoon  session.  Miss 
Zulema  Kostomlatsky,  the  president, 
addressed  the  club  on  "Books  and  the 
war." 

E.  F.  Dahm,  instructor  in  business 
administration  at  the  University  of 
Washington,  spoke  on  "Counter  service," 
What  the  library  can  learn  from  efficient 
store  service  was  the  point  of  his  talk 
and  it  was  certainly  thought-provoking. 

During  and  after  dinner  at  the  Y.  W. 
C.  A.,  where  the  meetings  were  held,  the 
librarians  attending  to<Mc  advantage  of 
the  opportunity  to  get  better  acquainted, 
which  is,  after  alt,  me  prime  object  of  the 
club. 

At  the  evening  session,  Mrs  Edna  Ly- 
man Scott  gave  a  delightful  talk  upon 
"Illustrators  of  children's  books."  This 
was  illustrated  with  stereopticon  slides 
from  the  collection  of  Mr  Charles  E. 
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Rush.    A  number  of  children's  books  by 
the  best  illustrators  were  upon  display. 

This,  the  second  meeting  of  the  Puget 
^ound  library  club,  was  attended  by  over 
100  librarians  from  western  Washington 
and  British  Columbia.  The  interest  and 
enthusiasm  shown  were  perhaps  even 
greater  than  at  the  first  meeting.  Miss 
Mary  Lytle,  assistant  librarian  of  the  Ta- 
coma  public  library,  was  elected  presi- 
dent. 

Coming  meetrngs 

The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Maine 
library  association  will  be  held  at  Bangor, 
Me.,  October  25-26. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Wisconsin 
library  association  will  be  held  at  Green 
Bay,  Wisconsin,  October   11-12. 

The  following  state  meetings  are 
scheduled  for  October: 

Illinois,  Decatur  17-19. 

Indiana,  Ft.  Wayne,  16-18, 

Iowa,  Iowa  City,  9-11, 

Minnesota,  St.  Paul,  8-10. 

Ohio,  Toledo,  16-18. 

Kansas  and  Nebraska  associations  will 
meet  also  the  last  part  of  October. 
The  Illinoia  Library  Aasociation 

The  Annual  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Decatur,  October  17-19.  Special  speak- 
ers and  their  subjects  will  be  R.  A.  Bow- 
ker,  editor  of  Library  Journal,  Early  days 
of  A.  L.  A. ;  Victor  Yarros,  journalist, 
Russia  and  her  outlook;  Arnold  Joems, 
Publicity;  Virginia  Chandler,  Our  na- 
tion's defense. 

Headquarters  will  be  at  Hotel  Or- 
lando.   Rooms  should  be  reserved  in  ad- 

The  meeting  opens  with  a  reception 
on  Wednesday  evening. 

Interesting  Things  in  Print 
The   Public   libraiy   of   Binghamton, 
N.  y,,  has  issued  a  19-page  list  of  music 
and 


A  list  of  books  for  children,  classified 
under  subject  and  somewhat  by  age,  has 
been  issued  by  the .  Denver  public  li- 
brary, under  the  title  A  gateway  to  good 
reading.  The  list  was  selected  by  Janet 
Jerome  of  the  Public  library,  Denver. 


The  Newberry  library  of  ChJc^o  has 
issued,  as  Builetin  No,  5,  a  Selected  list 
of  acquisitions,  1915-'16,  with  the  idea 
of  bringing  to  the  attention  of  scholars 
in  Chicago  and  vicinity  some  of  the  more 
important  acquisitions  of  that  library 
during  the  past  two  years, 

"Books  as  tools"  is  the  title  of  a  paper 
presented  by  Zora  I,  Shields,  librarian 
of  the  Central  high  school  library, 
Omaha,  Neb,,  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  department  of  Superintendence, 
N.  E.  A.,  held  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  last 
spring.  Reprints  of  this  paper  have 
been  made  for  the  Public  library  of 
Omaha,  by  the  president  of  that  board. 

The  Syracuse  Public  Library  has  is- 
sued a  memorial  to  its  late  librarian,  Dr 
E,  W,  Mundy,  in  the  shape  of  a  book 
of  loving  remembrances  by  his  friends. 
The  little  volume  gives  the  personal  his- 
tory of  Dr  Mundy  through  his  long  and 
useful  life. 

The  Library  of  Congress  has  issued  a 
pamphlet,  "The  United  States  at  war, 
organizations  and  literature,"  It  is  an 
attempt  to  furnish  condensed  informa- 
tion concerning  the  war  activities  of  the 
United  States,  It  briefly  states  the  or- 
ganization and  activities  of  the  various 
governmental  and  other  bodies  which  the 
war  has  called  into  existence  and  points 
the  way  to  fuller  information  where  it  is 
desired. 

Elements  of  bibliography  is  the  title 
of  a  recent  publication  by  the  University 
of  Chicago  press.  It  is  written  by  Louis 
N,  Feipel  and  has  been  published  for 
the  Bibliographical  society  of  America. 
The  dissertation  keeps  well  to  its  title 
and  the  writer  presents  just  that  sort  of 
information  which  those  interested  will 
find  very  helpful  in  their  dealings  with 
books.  Elements  of  bibliography  well 
deserves  a  place  on  the  required  reading 
of  every  would-be  librarian. 

The  Bulletin  of  the  Public  library  of 
Maiden,  Mass.,  for  July,  gives  an  inter- 
esting account  of  the  search  for,  and  the 
finding  of,  the  author  of  the  "Salute  to 
the  flag,"  universally  used  in  the  public 
schools    through    the    coimtry.    "It    is 
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strange  that  this  salute  should  have  been 
in  use  for  25  years     .  and  that 

the  name  of  the  author  has  never  been 
asked," 

After  considerable  discussion  by  the 
Boston  papers,  it  was  finally  discovered 
that  the  salute  originated  in  the  offices 
of  the  Youth's  Companion.  "The  salute 
to  the  flag"  was  written  by  the  late  James 
B.  Upham  of  Maiden,  in  collaboration 
with  the  editors  of  the  Youth's  Com- 
poHion  for  the  Columbus  anniversary 
which  occurred  in  October,  1892. 

It  was  the  CompanioH's  idea  that  the 
flag  should  be  saluted  by  all,  the  school 
children  in  the  U.  S.  The  idea  was 
carried  out  and  the  "Salute  the  flag" 
was  then  used  for  the  first  time. 

A.  C.  McQurg  &  Co.  have  just  issued 
a  carefully  selected  list  of  books  bearing 
on  military  training  and  service,  which 
will  be  sent  free  to  librarians  on  request. 

The  University  of  Illinois  is  sending 
out  two  lists  of  books  and  bulletins  on 
"Foods,  their  nutritive  value  and  selec- 
tion," and  "Vegetable  gardening."  It 
was  the  intention  that  every  library  in 
Illinois  should  have  one  of  these  and  dis- 
play them  in  their  libraries. 

The  Applied  Science  department  of 
Pratt  Institute,  free  library,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  has  issued  a  list  of  technical 
books  for  1916.  This  is  the  ninth  an- 
nual issue  of  these  lists,  which  have 
been  of  incalculable  value  not  only  to 
libraries  but  to  engineering  bodies 
generally.  The  list  of  25  pages  is  ar- 
ranged by  subject  with  sub-classifica- 
tions. In  addition  an  author  and  title 
index  is  given. 

The  selections  in  the  list  were  made 
by  Mr  Donald  Hendry,  head  of  the  Ap- 
plied Science  reference  department, 
whose  close  study  of  the  material  and 
subjects  with  experts  using  his  depart- 
ment, make  him  doubly  effective  to 
judge  of  the  best  material  issued  along 
technical  lines. 

The  list  has  been  prepared  with  a 
fourfold  view  of  those  who  are  to  use 
it.  It  contains  books  of  elementary  na- 
ture, written  in  the  simplest  form,  and 


in  such  manner  as  to  be  of  general  in- 
terest ;  books  treating  of  details  of 
practical  application  for  less  experi- 
enced engineers,  for  those  interested  in 
municipal  affairs,  mechanics,  artisans, 
students  in  engineering  schools,  and 
lastly,  representative  advanced  books 
for  engineers  and  qualified  practition- 
ers in  special  fields. 

Some  of  the  books  included  in  the  list 
of  books  on  "Foods,  their  nutritive  value 
and  selection,"  issued  by  the  University 
of  Illinois  library,  which  are  marked 
"First  choice,"  are  as  follows : 

AmericoH  Red  Cross  textbook  on  home 
dieletki.    Fish,  118  p.  'l?,    $1.    Practical. 

Feeding  the  family.  Rose,  449  p.  '17.  $2.10. 
Specific  directions  for  feeding  individuals  of 
different  ages  or  occupations.  Long  list  of 
recipes  with  food  values. 

Food  for  the  worker,  Stem  and  Spitz,  131 
p.  '17.  $1.  Recipes  and  menus  give  amounti- 
for  each  person  and  costs. 

The  fundamental  basis  of  nutrition,  Lusk,. 
62  p.  '15.    50c 

How  to  cook  and  tuAy,  Condit  And  Long, 
249  p.  'H.    $1. 

Nutrition  and  diet,  Conley,  208  p.  '13.  60c 
Free  from  technical  matter,  for  the  use  of  the 
average  housewife. 


Interesting  New  Books 

The  following  books  are  among  those 
mentioned  in  the  July  "Bookman"  as 
being  most  in  demand  at  the  book  stores : 

The  Plattsburg  manual,  by  0.  O.  Ellis 
and  E.  B.  Garey,  35S.51  ES3. 

Rhymes  of  a  Red  Cross  man,  by  R,  W. 
Service.  811  S49rh. 

Woman,  by  Vance  Thompson,  396  T38. 

An  uncensored  diary  from  the  Central 
empires,  by  E.  D.  Bullitt.  940.91  B87. 

God  the  invisible  king,  by  M.  G,  Welts, 
211  W49. 

Better  meals  for  less  money,  by  Mary 
Green.  641  G83. 

Mobilising  America,  by  Arthur  Bullard. 
355.973  B87. 

The  altar  of  freedom,  by  Mary  Roberts 
Rinehart,  172.1  R47. 

The  battle  of  the  Somme.  by  Philip  Gibbs, 
940.913  G36. 

Why  we  are  at  war.  by  Woodrow  Wilson, 
973.9132  U2S. 


Latest  War  hooks 

Aekerman,  C.  W.     Germany  the  next 
republic  ? 
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Bullitt,  E,  D,  Uncensored  diary  from 
the  central  empires. 

Burke,  K.    White  road  to  Verdun. 

Chapman,  V.  Victor  Chapman's  let- 
ters from  France. 

Chevrillon,  A.  L,  England  and  the 
■war. 

Cobb,'  I.  S.  "Speaking  of  Prus- 
sians— " 

Currie,  J.  A.    "The  Red  Watch." 

Curtin,  D.  T.  Land  of  deepening 
shadow- 

Erichsen,  E.    Forced  to  fight. 

Pahner,  F.    With  our  faces  in  the  light. 

Powell,  E.  A.  Italy  at  war  with  the 
allies  in  the  west. 

Powell,  E.  A.     Brothers  in  arms. 

Raemaekers,  L.  Raemaekers'  car- 
toons. 

Shepherd,  W,  G.  Confessions  of  a  war 
correspondent. 

"Theta,"  pseud.  War  flying,  by  a 
pilot. 

Tonybee,  A.  J.  German  terror  in  Bel- 
gium.— BuiUtin,  Carnegie  library,  Pitts- 
burgh, 


Some  Interesting  Books 

Ackerman,  C.  W.  Germany  the  next 
republic? 

Bjomstad,  A.  W.  Small  problems  for 
infantry. 

Brandes,  George,     The  world  at  war. 

Bullard,  A.     Mobilising  America, 

Cable,  B.    Grapes  of  wrath. 

Chapman,  V.  Victor  Chapman's  let- 
ters from  France. 

Qark,  B.  H.    Profitable  inventions. 

Croft,  Terrell.  Wiring  for  light  and 
power. 

Dawson,  C.  W,  Carry  on;  letters  in 
war-time. 

Dodson,  G.  R.  The  sympathy  of  re- 
ligions. 

Doty,  M.  Z.  Short  rations ;  an  Ameri- 
can woman  in  Germany,  1915-'16. 

Empey,  A.  G.  "Over  the  top;  w. 
Tommy  s  dictionary  of  the  trenches, 

Flexner,  A.  The  American  college;  a 
criticism. 

Franks,  Mrs  T.  Q.  Household  oi^ni- 
zation  for  war  service. 

Grandgent,  C.  H.     Dante. 


Lanchester,  F.  W.  The  flying-machine. 

Levine,  I.  D.    The  Russian  revolution. 

Locke,  W.  J.     The  red  planet 

Lough,  W.  H.    Business  finance. 

Mangold,  G.  B.  The  challei^  of 
Saint  Louis. 

Montague,  G.  H,  Business  competition 
and  the  law. 

Moss,  J.  A.  Peace  3nd  war  duties  of 
the  enlisted  man. 

Poole,  E.     His  family. 

Rolfe,  A.  L.  Interior  decoration  for 
the  small  home. 

Steiner,  J.  F.    The  Japanese  invasion. 

Stevens,  W.  H.  S.  Unfair  competi- 
tion. 

Thompson,  J.  J.    Social  insurance. 

Vanderblue,  H.  B.    Railroad  valuation. 

Wells,  H.  G.    God  the  invisible  King. 

Weyl,  W.  E.  American  world  poli- 
cies. 

Whiting,  A.  D.  Bandaging.— BuUrtm, 
5*/!  Louis  public  librca^. 


Publicity  Exhibit. 

Mr  Joseph  L.  Wheeler  of  the  Public 
library  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  who  pre- 
pared the  publicity  exhibit  for  the  Louis- 
ville conference,  calls  attention  to  some 
facts  in  regard  to  the  exhibit,  and  some 
suggestions  for  further  guidance. 

The  exhibit  is  planned  to  show  prin- 
ciples, and  should  he  arranged  to  carry 
out  a  definite  chain  of  ideas.  Such  an 
exhibit  must  be  shown  as  a  collection  of 
separate  displays  of  the  work  of  indi- 
vidual libraries.  The  identity  of  the 
libraries  should  be  wholly  submerged  in 
teaching  a  certain  principle  or  method. 

As  a  rule  material  for  exhibits  should 
be  sent  in  unmounted.  It  is  hoped  to  pre- 
pare a  new  publicity  exhibit  with  man)- 
additional  and  better  samples. 

The  present  exhibit  has  been  sent  to  a 
number  of  places  during  the  simimer,  and 
is  scheduled  through  October  25th. 

Those  interested  will  help  by  sending 
in  samples  which  they  think  as  good  or 
better  tiian  those  shown. 

The  purpose  is  to  make  further  exhib- 
its more  effective,  therefore  more  useful 
to  library  workers. 
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Library  Schools 
Califoniia  state  library 

The  fifth  year  of  the  California  state 
library  school  opens  September  24,  1917, 
with  11  students  from  California  en- 
rolled. All  are  graduates  from  Univer- 
sity of  California  and  except  one,  of  the 
class  of  1917. 

In  the  death  of  its  founder,  State- 
Librarian  James  L  GilHs,  the  library 
school  has  suffered  an  irreparable  loss. 
The  work  of  the  school  will  be  carried 
on  along  the  lines  his  plans  and  ideals 
outlined,  under  the  leadership  of  Milton 
J.  Ferguson,  who  was  appointed  as  suc- 
cessor to  Mr  Gillis,  August  25. 

The  graduates  of  the  class  of  1916- 
1917  are  all  employed  in  various  libraries 
throughout  the  state. 

At  the  examinations  for  county  li- 
brarians conducted  by  the  Board  of 
library  examiners  in  June,  the  following 
graduates  received  second  grade  cer- 
tificates : 

Dorothy  L.  Clarke,  'IS,  librarian,  Plumas 
County  free  library,  Quiney.  Mary  E. 
Clock,  '15,  librarian,  Madera  County  free 
library,  Madera.  Margaret  Hatch,  'IS,  as- 
sistant. State  library,  Sacrimento.  Edna  S. 
Holroyd,  '15,  librarian,  Tuolumne  County 
free  library,  Sonora.  Marion  Schumacher, 
'15,  librarian,  Hanford  public  library. 

Eunice  D.  Steele,  '16,  has  been  appointed 
librarian  in  the  Hanford  public  library,  re- 
siding her  position  as  assistant  in  the 
Kings  County  free  library. 

Of  the  41  graduates  of  the  State  li- 
brary school.  To  are  county  library  cer- 
tificate holders,  while  eight  are  in  full 
charge  of  county  libraries. 
Carnegie   library 

The  Carnegie  library  school  opened 
for  its  seventeenth  year,  September  26, 
1917,  The  school  occupies  laT^r  quar- 
ters on  the  second  floor  of  the  main 
building  of  the  Carnegie  library  of  Pitts- 
burgh, 

Jtuiior  certificates  were  awarded  to  23 
students  of  last  year's  class,  all  of  whom 
have  received  appointments  to  positions. 

Enid  U.  Bolt,  '15-16,  has  resigned  her 
position  as  assistant  in  the  South  Side 
branch  children's  room.  Carnegie  library  of 
Pittsburgh,  lo  go  to  France. 

Jessie  M.  Carson,  '02,  has  been  granted 


leave  of  absence,  from  the  New  York  public 
library  to  become  associated  with  The  Na- 
tional League  for  Women's  Service,  New 
York  City. 

Mary  F,  Cox,  '14-15,  has  resigned  her  posi- 
tion of  children's  librarian  of  the  Public 
library,  Jacksonville,  111. 

Stella  T.  Doane,  '14-15,  has  resigned  from 
the  staff  of  the  New  York  public  library  to 
become  librarian  of  the  Normal  school, 
Mansfield,  Pa. 

Marie  L.  Fisher,  '10,  has  been  made  libra- 
rian of  the  West  End  branch  of  the  Car- 
negie li&nry  of  Pittsburgh. 

Grace  N.  Gilleland,  '15,  was  married  in 
July  to  James  C.  McGregor. 

Louise  Hamilton,  '15-16,  has  been  ap- 
pointed children's  librarian  in  the  Public 
library,  Taeoma,  Wash. 

Margaret  Hess  Hofiman,  '15-16,  has  re- 
signed from  her  position  of  assistant  chil- 
dren's librarian  in  the  Carnegie  library  of 
Pittsburgh. 

Ruth  G.  Hopkins,  "02-03,  has  been  ap- 
pointed children's  librarian  of  the  Reuben 
McMillan  free  library.  Youngs  town,  Ohio. 

Isabel  McConnell,  '16,  was  married  in  July 
to  J.  Milton  Ronsheim. 

Mary  R.  Moorhead,  '13-14,  has  resigned 
as  assistant  in  the  children's  department  of 
tiie  Carnegie  library  of  Pittsburgh  to  be- 
come assistant  in  the  Schenley  High  School 
library,  Pittsburgh. 

Myrtie  A.  Northrop,  '12-13,  was  married 
in  August  to  Louis  F.  Hanse.  At  home 
cards  announce  The  Carroll  ton,  80  Willow 
street,  Waterbury,  Conn. 

Ruth  Price.  '12-13.  has  resigned  from  the 
staff  of  the  Detroit  public  library. 

Muriel  R.  Samson,  '13-14,  was  married  in 
August  to  Brady  R.  Jordan. 

Catherine  M.  Schwartz,  '10,  has  resigned 
as  children's  librarian  of  the  Carnegie  li- 
brary of  Pittsburgh  to  accept  a  position  on 
the  staff  of  the  New  York  public  library. 

Alice  Stoeltzing.  '14-15,  has  been  made 
assistant  in  the  children's  department  of 
the   Carnegie  library  of  Pittsburgh. 

Katherine  E.  Williams  was  married  in 
AuKust  to  Georfte  Locke  Watson. 

Mary  S.  Wilkinson,  '10-11,  has  resigned 
from  the  staff  of  the  St.  Louis  public  library 
to  become  assistant  in  the  children's  depart- 
ment of  the  Carnegie  library  of  Pittsburgh. 
Drexel  Institute  school 

Miss  Elizabeth  V.  Clark,  Drexel,  '00. 
president  of  the  Drexel  institute  library 
school  altmini  association,  has  resigned 
as  librarian  of  Drexel  institute.  After 
giving  a  course  of  lectures  on  children's 
reading  in  the  summer  school  at  the 
Woman's  collie  of  Delaware,  Newark, 
Delaware,  Miss  Qark  plans  to  spend 
some  time  resting  and  traveling  before 
resuming  library  work. 
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Miss  Mary  Z.  Cruice,  Drexel,  "96,  has 
resigned  her  position  with  the  H.  W, 
Wibon  Co.,  to  accept  the  position  of 
librarian  of  the  American  Catholic  his- 
torical society  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Miss  Isabel  Du  Bois,  Drexel,  '11,  has 
resig;ned  as  children's  librarian  of  the 
Adriance  mfemorial  library  to  l>eccaiie 
children's  librarian  of  the  Yorkville 
branch.  New  York  public  library. 

Miss  Ora  loneene  Smith,  Drexel,  '03, 
tor  the  past  four  years  chief  of  the 
Order  division.  Library  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin historical  society  at  Madison,  has  re- 
signed. Miss  Smith  expects  to  spend 
the  summer  in  Virginia  and  South  Caro- 
lina and  to  return  to  library  work  in 
the  fall. 

New  York  public  libraiy 

Mr  Root's  leave  of  absence  expires 
September  1  and  he  will  resume  his  work 
in  Oberlin.  Mr  Ernest  J.  Reece,  the 
newly  appointed  principal,  will  begin 
work  next  term. 

Other  changes  should  be  noted.  The 
most  important  is  the  retirement  of 
Miss  Catherine  S,  Tracey,  who  resigned 
her  position  early  in  June. 

Miss  Helen  Peck  Young,  who  has 
served  for  two  years  as  secretary  to  the 
school,  has  also  retired  in  order  to  ac- 
cept the  secretaryship  of  another  edu- 
cational institution. 

Miss  Isabella  M.  Cooper,  who  has 
carried,  in  addition  to  the  heavy  respon- 
sibilities connected  with  the  central  cir- 
culation room  of  the  New  York  public 
library,  the  work  of  instruction  in  cata- 
loging in  the  school,  lays  down  that  work 
and  will  devote  all  her  time  to  centra] 
circulation. 

To  fill  the  places  caused  by  these  res- 
ignations the  following  have  been  ap- 
pointed :  Miss  Mary  E.  Hyde  comes  to 
the  school  as  instructor  in  cataloging.  In 
addition  to  this  work  she  will  also  carry 
a  part  of  the  work  laid  down  by  Miss 
Tracey  in  library  economy. 

Miss  Marie  A.  Newberry  takes  a  part 
of  the  work  formerly  carried  by  Miss 
Tracey  and  is  to  be  the  supervisor  of 
the  training  class  of  the  New  York  pub- 
lic library,  which  is  again  to  be  placed 


under  the  general  oversight  o£  the  di- 
rector of  this  school. 

The  period  of  preliminary  instruction 
and  practice  for  entering  students  who 
lack  library  experience  opened  on  Sep- 
tember 10,  and  continued  for  two  weeks. 
Eleven  students  were  enrolled  for  this 
work.  '  Supplementing  actual  practice 
and  observation  with  a  number  of  lec- 
tures explaining  the  more  simple  libraf^ 
terms  and  processes  was  under  the  di- 
rection of  Miss  Marie  Newberry  of  the 
library  school  staff.  It  is  believed  that 
the  new  feature  will  prepare  beginners 
more  effectively  for  the  regular  school 
instruction,  and  will  help  to  put  the  mem- 
bers of  the  entering  class  more  nearly  on 
common  footing. 


Twenty-six  holders  of  certificates  from 
the  Library  school  of  the  New  York  pub- 
lic library  and  from  other  library  schoob 
are  expected  to  register  for  the  advanced 
courses.  These  courses  entail  the  attend- 
ance of  the  student  at  four  class  hours 
per  week,  and  are  arranged  for  the  bene- 
fit of  persons  who  wish  to  continue 
library  training  while  holding  positions 
on  the  staff  of  the  New  York  public 
library  or  at  other  libraries  tn  the  Greater 
New  York  district. 

TniniBK  clan 

With  the  opening  of  the  new  school 
year,  the  supervision  of  the  New  York 
Public  Library  training  class  was  taken 
over  by  the  Library  school.  A  curricu- 
lum covering  eight  months  has  been 
planned  by  the  school  and  library  in  co- 
operation, and  the  class  is  to  be  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Newberry,  of  the 
Library  school  faculty. 

The  relation  of  the  training  class  to  the 
Library  school  consists  only  in  the  fact 
that  it  is  supervised  l^  the  school  fac- 
ulty and  directed  by  a  member  of  that 
faculty. 

SiRrid  Holl,  '16-17,  has  taken  a  position 
in  the  Missionary  Research  library.  New 
York  city. 

Elizabeth  Hoyt,  '16-17,  has  been  ap- 
pointed librarian  at  Cooperstown,  N.  Y. 

Dorothy  Watson,  '16-17,  has  accepted  a 
position  with  the  American  Society  for 
Civil  Engineers. 

Ernest  J.  Reece, 
Principal. 
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New  York  aute  libmy 

The  commencement  exercises  of  the 
New  York  State  library  school  were  held 
June  15.  Ellen  F.  Adams  officially  pre- 
sented the  rug  which  is  the  gift  of  both 
classes  to  the  school. 

The  degree  of  bachelor  of  library  sci- 
ence was  conferred  on  10  students. 

The  degree  of  master  of  library  sci- 
ence was  conferred  on  John  Boynton 
Kaiser,  now  librarian  of  the  Public  li- 
brary, Tacoma,  Washington. 

The  annual  address  on  the  "Amateur 
professional,"  was  given  by  Dr  Harry 
Lyman  Koopman,  librarian  of  Brown 
university.  Dr  Koopman  was  associated 
as  lecturer  with  the  first  class  of  the 
school  at  Columbia  College  library. 

H.  L.  Kaopman'i  iKtiira 

Dr  Koopman  stated  that  the  difference 
between  amateur  and  professional  is  not, 
as  in  sport,  the  question  of  receiving  pay, 
but  of  the  spirit  in  which  the  work  is 
done.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  two 
aspects  should  not  be  combined.  The 
ou^  of  the  amateur  spirit  is  devotion 
to  work  and  sense  of  obligation  and 
honor  and  the  income  is  recognition 
which  faithful  work  always  brings  to 
the  inner  consciousness  in  the  happiness 
found  in  the  output  of  work  and  as  a 
by-product  the  forgetfulness  of  trouble 
in  times  of  affliction  like  the  present.  Li- 
brarianship  is  a  profession  both  learned 
and  human.  The  librarian  must  never 
grow  away  from  knowledge  or  from  men 
and  women  and  must  always  keep  up 
with  the  profession.  The  effect  on  the 
personal  self  is  very  marked  in  the  en- 
thusiasm and  strong  sense  of  duty  shown 
by  those  in  the  profession  and  success  is 
shown  in  the  power  which  the  work  gives 
to  both  body  and  mind.  The  tribute  of 
Dante  to  his  teacher  was  quoted  as  an 
example  of  the  gratitude  the  students  felt 
toward  their  instructors.  The  teacher's 
attitude  was  defined  as  one  of  unfailing 
interest  in  the  progress  and  success  of 
the  former  students  mingled  with  some 
envy  as  the  new  graduate  set  foot  on  the 
pathway  of  their  great  venture. 

Herman  O.  Parkinson,  president  of  the 
class  of  1918,  has  joined  one  of  the  ambu- 
lance units  of  the  Medical  reserve  corps  and 


expects  soon  to  be  in  active  field  service, 
Donald  B.  Gilchrist  (B.  L.  S.  191S).  who 
served  on  the  Mexican  border  with  the 
Minnesota  national  guard  last  summer,  has 
been  commissioned  a  lieutenant  in  the  U.  S. 
field  artillery.  Carlton  B.  Joeckel  (B.  L.  S. 
1910)  and  Harold  L.  Leupp  (1904)  are  in 
training  camps  in  California,  and  Edmund 
L.  Pearson  (B.  L.  S.  1904)  is  spendinR  his 
second  summer  of  training  at  Plattsburg 
Paul  North  Rice  (class  of  1912)  is  also  in 
training.  Walter  L.  Runyan,  who  be(^ 
the  present  summer  session,  left  to  enlist 
in  field  service  and  at  least  one  of  the  men 
admitted  to  the  class  entering  this  tall  has 
withdrawn  to  enlist  in  army  service.  John 
T.  Fitzpatrick.  law  librarian  of  the  New 
York  state  library,  who  for  several  years 
has  been  in  charge  of  the  Legislative 
reference  practice,  is  in  training  at  Madison 
barracks.  The  school  will  be  grateful  for 
information  relating  to  any  other  former 
Student  at  present  engaged  in  state  or  na- 
tional military  service. 

F.  K.  Walter. 
Pnte  institute 

It  seems  a  far  cry  to  June,  1916,  but 
for  the  sake  of  finishing  the  record  of 
the  school  year,  1916-1917,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  state  that  Commencement  and 
the  Graduates'  supper  occurred  on  that 
date.  The  bronze  memorial  tablet  in 
Miss  Plummer's  memory  (for  an  illus- 
tration of  which  see  the  frontispiece  of 
"Public  libraries"  for  July)  was  pre- 
sented by  a  committee  of  the  Gradu- 
ates' association  just  before  the  supper. 
Reunions  were  held  of  the  classes  of 
1897  and  1907,  and  many  absent  mem- 
bers were  represented  by  letters.  The 
class  of  1917  presented  the  school  with 
two  silver  serving  trays  for  use  at  the 
teas. 

The  school  was  represented  at  the 
Louisville  conference  by  vice-director 
and  Miss  Gooch,  twenty-five  graduates 
being  present  at  the  school  dinner. 

The  Handbook  of  the  Graduates' 
association  was  issued  in  July,  butso 
many  changes  have  occurred  duni^ 
the  summer  that  it  is  already  out  of 
date. 

The  season  of  1917-1918  opened  on 
September  17. 

"^  MwtUcM 

Miss  Adah  Durand,  '08,  librarian  of  the 
Public  library.  Grand  Forks,  North  Dakota, 
to  Lester  Scott  Chidlow,  July  8.  "At  home, 
Baltic,  Montana,  after  the  war," 
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Anne  O.  ShivcTB,  '08,  librarian  of  the 
Perth  Amboy  public  library,  to  Marshall 
Elliott  Stewart  on  June  12.  At  home,  45 
Woodruff  Place,  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 

Minnie  W,  Leathcrman,  '09,  secretary, 
North  Carolina  library  commission,  to  Ed- 
ward R.  Blanton,  July  3.  Mrs  Blanton  will 
continue  her  work  with  the  Commission  un- 
til after  the  war. 

Florence  M.  Scott,  '14,  librarian  of  the 
Public  library  at  Meadville,  Pa.,  to  John 
W.  Mott,  on  June  16.  At  home,  816  West 
Spring  street.  Lima,  Ohio. 

Grace  B.  Morgan,  '15,  cataloger,  Y.  M. 
Mercantile  library,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to 
Reuben  A.  Holden,  Jr.  on  August  18. 

pMlttODl 

Lena  G.  Towsley,  '13,  an  assistant  in 
the  library  of  Clark  college,  Worcester, 
has  taken  a  position  as  cataloger  in  the 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington. 

Gladys  E.  Schummers  'IS,  assistant  li- 
brarian. Mechanics  Institute  library, 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  has  been  made  head  of 
Fair  Haven  branch  of  the  New  Haven  pub- 
lic library, 

Mary  L.  Dodd,  '16-17,  has  been  made  li- 
brarian of  the  Davenport  library  at  Bath, 
N.  Y. 

Qara  Gravez,  '16,  has  been  appomted 
cataloger  at  the  Washington  State  college, 
Pullman,  Wash. 

Beulah  G.  Murray,  '16,  has  resigned  from 
the  Normal  school  library  at  Oshkosh, 
Wis.,  and  has  returned  to  the  staff  of  the 
Carnegie  library  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

The  following  additional  positions 
have  been  taken  by  members  of  the 
class  of  1917: 

Frank  V.  Anderson,  assistant, 
United  Engineering  Societies  library. 
New  York. 

Claire  N.  Atwate,  senior  assistant, 
Brooklyn  public  library. 

Mary  A,  Johnson,  assistant,  circula- 
tion department,  New  York  public  li- 
brary. 

Grace  E.  Winton,  assistant  librarian, 
B-  F.  Goodrich  Co.,  Akron,  Ohio. 

Mabel  Wood,  Cleveland  public  li- 
brary. 

Josephine  Adams  Rathbone, 

Vice-director, 
Riverside  libraiy  service  Khool 

The  following  teachers  were  on  the 
list  of  instructors  in  the  summer  session 
of  the  school:  Joseph  F.  Daniels; 
LJIlian  L.  Dickson ;  Julia  E.  Elliott,  Chi- 
cago, 111, ;  Helen  Evans,  San  Jose,  Calif. ; 
W.  Elmo  Reavis,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.; 
Adeline  B.  Zachert.  Rochester,  N.  Y.; 


Eva  West;  Bessie  Sargeant  Smith  (two 
lectures),  Oeveland  public  library.  There 
were  32  students ;  California,  19 ;  Texas, 
3;  Colorado,  2;  Arizona,  2;  Montana. 
Washington,  Michigan,  and  Illinois,  1 
each. 

Ruth  Anderson,  '17  winter  session,  has 
been  appointed  librarian  at  Hermosa 
Beach. 

Alice  Butterfield,  head  cataloger,  Riv- 
erside public  library,  and  frequently  a 
teacher  in  the  school,  will  be  gone  three 
months  in  the  cast  visiting  in  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania.  Miss  Butterfield  is  a 
graduate  of  Wilson  College,  Pa.,  and 
will  be  present  at  her  class  reunion. 

Ruth  Inwood,  '14-15  long  course,  is 
now  Mrs  Harry  Charles  Drown.  She 
was  married,  June  9. 

Harriet  Ferguson,  '15-16  long  course. 
was  married  in  May  at  Grand  Canon. 
She  is  now  Mrs  C.  S.  Henderson  and 
lives  in  Riverside, 

Mrs  Jessamine  Abbott,  long  course, 
'16-17,  has  been  appointed  librarian  of 
the  University  of  California  Citrus  Ex- 
periment station.  Riverside. 

The  summer  school  luncheon  was  held 
on  July  26,  with  about  70  students  and 
visitors  present. 

Plans  are  being  perfected  by  which 
floor  space  will  be  available  for  a  much 
larger  school,  October,  1918. 

The  teachers  and  lecturers  for  the 
winter  school  will  be  annotmced  in 
October  and  November,  1917. 

J.  F.  Daniels  visited  several  eastern 
library  schools  during  Jtme  and  attended 
the  conference  of  the  A.  L.  A.  at  Louis- 
ville. 

Joseph  F.  Daniels. 
Simmons  college 

The  stmuner  class  in  libraiy  science 
opened  July  2  with  a  registration  of  11 
in  the  course  in  library  work  with  chil- 
dren and  16  in  that  in  catali^ng  and 
classification. 

Several  of  the  class  attended  a  session 
of  the  Plymouth  meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts library  club  on  July  6  and  many 
attended  sessions  of  the  conference  held 
at  the  college. 

The  conference  held  this  year  for  the 
second  time,  at  Simmons,  under  the  joint 
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auspices  of  the  college  and  the  Massa- 
chusetts public  library  commission,  on 
July  10-12,  was  very  successful,  both  in 
the  program  presented  and  in  the  attend- 
ance, which  outran  expectations,  the 
registration  exceeding  1(X)  the  first  day 
and   increasing  throughout   the  session. 

Mildred  Fuller,  '10,  and  Arthur  Balkam 
Taylor  were  married  June  17. 

Marjorie  Underwood,  'IS,  was  married 
June  27  to  Charles  Mclnttrc  Taylor. 

Minnie   Burke,   'II,   has   accepted   an   sp- 

fiointment  as  cataloger  in  the  Milton  pubflc 
ibrary, 

Theresa  Stuart,  '08,  has  been  appointed  on 
the  Maine  library  commission. 
Mary   Talbot,   '12,   has   accepted   an    ap- 

f ointment  as  general  assistant  in  the  New 
[aven  public  library. 
Constance    Ashenden,   '14,    has   been    afi- 
pointed  assistant  librarian  and  secretary  m 
the  Peabody  museum.  Harvard  university. 

Mary  Ninuns,  '16,  has  been  admitted  to 
the  children's  training  course  in  the  Cleve- 
land public  library, 

Mary  Raymond,  'I5-'16,  has  received  an 
appointment  as  cataloger  in  the  McGill  uni- 
versity libraiy. 

Katharine  Cowles,  '16-'17,  has  accepted  a 
position  as  cataloger  of  the  Vail  collection 
of  the  Massachusetts  institute  of  tech- 
nology. 


Island,  public  library. 

Genevieve  Drake,  '16-'17,  has  accepted  an 
appointment  as  general  assistant  in  the 
Dayton,  Ohio,  public  library, 

Dorothy  Higgins,  '16-'17,  has  accepted  a 
position  as  cataloger  in  the  Chicago  uni- 
versity library. 

Pearl  Mason,  '17,  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant librarian  in  the  Leominster,  Mass., 
public  library. 

Margaret  Sheffield,  '16-'I7,  has  accepted 
the  position  as  head  of  the  Congress  branch 
of  the  New  Haven  public  library. 

Idelle  Tapley,  '17,  has  been  appointed  in 
the  cataloging  department  of  the  Chicago 
university   library. 

Margaret  Wood,  '17,  has  received  an  ap- 
pointment as  general  assistant  in  the  Pubhc 
library  of  Gardner,  Mass. 

At  the  commencement  this  year  the 
degree  of  Master  of  Science  in  the  li- 
brary school  was  conferred  upon  Miss 
Theodora  Kimball,  of  the  class  of  '08, 
Her  major  subject  was  a  Qassification 
and  bibliography  of  city  planning,  and 
her  minor  a  thesis  on  landscape  archi- 
tecture. 

June  Richabhson  Donkelly, 
Director. 


Syracuse  univeraity 

The  students  of  the  Library  school 
participated  in  the  commencement  of  the 
university  which  was  held  on  June  13, 
Unusual  interest  was  given  to  the  exer- 
cises by  the  presence  of  Governor  Whit- 
man, who  received  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Laws,  and  of  several  military  officers 
from  the  large  training  and  re-mount 
camp  lately  established  on  the  state  fair 
grounds  at  Syracuse. 

The  commencement  address  was  given 
by  the  Rev.  Dr  Edwin  Holt  Hughes, 
Bishop  of  the  Methodist  church,  on  the 
subject  "The  perils  of  knowledge." 

The  graduates  of  all  the  colleges  and 
schools  of  the  university  numbered  680, 
of  whom  19  were  from  the  library  school. 
Diplomas  were  awarded  to  9  of  these, 
and  certificates  to  10. 

University  of  WiBconsin 

The  eleventh  year  of  the  schooi 
ended  officially  on  June  20.  The  gradu- 
ation exercises  took  place  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  June  14.  Judge  Emil 
Baensch  of  Manitowoc,  chairman  of 
the  Free  library  commission,  pre- 
sided. Hon  C.  P.  Gary,  State  superin- 
tendent of  pubHc  instruction,  gave  a 
brief  talk,  emphasizing  the  importance 
of  acquainting  children  and  adults  with 
knowledge  of  sources  of  information 
that  are  contained  in  reference  books. 
The  principal  address  was  delivered  by 
Justice  M.  B.  Rosenberry  of  the  Wis- 
consin supreme  court. 

Gertificates  were  granted  to  35  stu- 
dents and  the  four  honorariums,  of  five 
dollars  each,  presented  by  Mr  Bowker, 
were  awarded.  These  were  bestowed  for 
excellence  in  the  best  "possible  purchase 
file,"  Laura  S.  Caton  on  Feminism  and 
Emmo  O.  Hance  on  Books  for  house 
builders;  and  for  the  best  bibliographies, 
Lillian  S.  Moehlman  on  Shakespeare 
literature  of  the  Tercentenary  year  and 
Harriet  T.  Root  on  English  furniture 
designers  of  the  Eighteenth  century. 
Students  receiving  honorable  mention 
in  bibliographit  work  were  Charlotte  H. 
Qark  on  English  essay  periodicals  of  the 
ei^teenth  century,  Mae  E.  Foley  on 
Some  American  Newspaper  humorists, 
Mildren  F.  Goodnow  on  Library  ex- 
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tension  in  American  public  libraries 
since  1900,  and  Madeline  S.  Scanlan  on 
Women  and  the  war.  An  informal  re- 
ception concluded  the  exercises,  which 
were  largely  attended. 

Entrance  examinations  for  the  class 
of  1918  were  given  on  June  8,  with  68 
applicants  taking  the  examinations,  an 
unusual  number  being  students  in  the 
University,  who  desire  to  elect  library 
training  in  their  senior  year. 

A  Wisconsin  library  school  dinner  was 
held  on  June  21  at  the  Seelbach,  Louis- 
ville. Roll  call  by  classes  showed  the 
following  alumni  present :  Ada  J.  Mc- 
Carthy, W;  Helen  Turvill,  '08;  Winnie 
Bucklin,  '09;  Blanch  L.  Unterkircher, 
"10 ;  Pauline  J.  Fihe  and  Margaret 
Greene,  '11;  Mary  L.  Hicks,  Marion  E. 
Potts  and  Elizabeth  C.  Ronan,  '12; 
Louise  R.  Craig  and  Leila  A.  Janes,  '13 ; 
Callie  Wiedcr,  '14;  Alma  P.  Brunsell. 
Nina  Fjeldstad  and  Rumana  McManis, 
'15;  Alta  D.  Fifield,  Georgia  G.  Mac- 
Afee  and  Elizabeth  Ohr,  '16.  The  fol- 
lowing were  elected  officers: 

President,  Blanch  L.  Unterkircher,  Su- 
perior; vice-president,  Gcorgie  G.  MacAfee. 
Evansville,  Ind.;  secretary,  Helen  Turvill, 
Madison;  treasurer;  Elizabeth  C.  Ronan, 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Helen  D,  Graves,  '13.  has  been  made 
assistant  librarian  of  the  Illinois  State 
normal  university. 

Catherine  E.  Head,  '15,  was  married 
June  23  to  Thomas  E.  Coleman  of  Madi- 
son. 

Stewart  Williams,  '15.  has  been  ap- 
pointed Legislative  reference  librarian 
at  Bismarck,  N,  Dak. 

Gertrude  Ludlow  Ellison,  '16,  assist- 
ant reference  librarian  in  the  Duluth 
public  library,  died  June  16,  1917.  This 
record  of  Miss  Ellison's  death  is  made 
with  deep  sadness,  as  it  is  the  first  break 
in  the  circle  of  the  graduates  of  the 
school. 

Corinne  Carlson,  '17,  has  received  ap- 
pointment as  assistant  in  the  Detroit 
public  library. 

Lillian  S.  Moehlman,  '17,  has  accepted 
a  place  in  the  Madison  free  library. 

Florence  E.  Price,  '17,  has  joined  the 
staff  of  the  Des  Moines  public  library. 

The    luiiuiicr    KHion 

The  twenty- second  summer  session  of 


the    Library    school    opened     Monday, 
June  25,  Miss  Hazeltine  in  charge.  i 

Two  courses  were  offered,  the  usual 
one  for  librarians  and  assistants  in  small 
public  libraries,  and  a  second  one  for 
school  librarians.  The  variation  in  the 
two  courses  is  slight.  Matters  of  admin- 
istration, book  selection,  duplication  of 
books,  etc.,  marked  the  difference  in  the 
two  courses. 

There  was  a  total  r^stration  of  36 
for  the  session,  one  of  the  largest  ses- 
sions the  school  has  ever  had.  It  was 
almost  wholly  a  Wisconsin  session,  as 
the  summer  school  aims  to  be.  There 
were  29  registered  from  the  state,  one 
each  from  Michigan,  New  York,  Idaho, 
Alabama,  Missouri  and  two  from  Illi- 
nois.   ' ■ 

Summer  Schodls 
Chautauqua 

The  usual  successful  summer  library 
schools  was  held  with  an  enthusiastic 
group  of  students. 

An  important  step  was  the  adoption 
of  a  plan  which  provides  that  the 
course  in  library  instruction  of  Chau- 
tauqua Institute  will  be  arranged  so 
that  hereafter  each  year's  course  will 
be  counted  toward  a  final  credit,  en- 
abling the  students  to  secure  in  the  four 
year's  study  at  the  summer  school,  the 
equivalent  instruction  given  in  a  stand- 
ard library  school  in  one  full  year's 
course  of  instruction.  Credit  will  be  al- 
lowed on  work  already  accomplished 
satisfactorily.  The  new  course  will  be- 
gin with  the  summer  term  of  1918. 
Mary  E.  Downey  is  director  of  the 
school. 

Univeruty  of  lUInoii 

The  seventh  annual  summer  librarj- 
school  opened  June  18  and  closed  July  27. 
The  principal  instructors  were  Miss 
Ethel  Bond  and  Miss  Sabra  W.  Vought, 
members  of  the  Library  School  faculty, 
and  Miss  Wilma  L.  Shelton  was  reviser. 
Miss  Eva  Qoud,  librarian  of  Kewance 
public  library,  gave  ten  lectures  with 
assigned  readings  and  problems  on  li- 
brary work  with  children. 

Twenty-nine  students  were  in  attend- 
ance, twenty-one  of  whom  were  from 
Illinois  libraries.  Other  states  repre- 
sented   were    Arkansas.    Indiana     (2). 
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Michigan,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  Ohio, 
Oklahoma.  Twenty-one  students  came 
from  public  libraries;  two  from  Normal 
school  libraries;  two  from  college  libra- 
ries ;  three  from  high  school  libraries 
and  one  from  a  Theological  seminary  li- 
brary. Ten  students  were  librarians ; 
seven,  assistant  librarians;  six,  general 
assistants;  one,  a  branch  librarian;  two, 
loan  desk  attendants ;  two,  teacher  libra- 
rians; and  one,  a  children's  librarian. 
As  in  previous  years  enrollment  was  re- 
stricted to  those  who  were  regularly  en- 
g^ed  in  library  work,  and  graduation 
from  a  high  school  was  also  required. 
Of  the  students,  eight  were  college  gradu- 
ates and  one  was  a  graduate  of  p  Nor- 
mal School. 

Ninety  hours  of  class  work  were  given 
during  the  summer  session  for  each  of 
which  an  average  of  two  hours  prepara- 
tion by  the  student  was  required.  The 
ninety  hours  were  divided  as  follows: 
catalt^ng  18  hours;  classification  12 
hours;  reference  work  12  hours;  book 
selection  12  hours;  children's  work  12 
hours;  order,  accession,  shelf,  etc.,  12 
hours;  library  administration,  extension 
and  general  lecture  12  hours. 

In  addition  to  the  general  class  work 
on  Book  selection,  lectures  were  given 
by  lecturers  from  outside  the  Library 
school. 

During  the  fifth  week  of  the  course  a 
Conference  of  the  librarians  of  East 
Central  Illinois  was  held  at  the  Univer- 
sity, Talk*  were  given  and  discussions 
led  by  Miss  Anna  May  Price,  secretary 
of  the  Library  Extension  commission, 
Springfield;  Miss  Ida  Wright,  assistant 
librarian,  Springfield  public  library; 
Miss  Lydia  M.  Barrette,  librarian,  Jack- 
sonville public  library;  and  Miss  Kate 
D.  Ferguson,  librarian,  Douglas  Town- 
ship library,  Gilman.  The  sessions  were 
attended  by  the  students  and  faculty. 

The  Library  club  gave  an  at  home  to 
the  students,  July  11,  in  the  Woman's 
building ;  they  were  given  personally 
conducted  tours  of  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lege fields  and  bams,  and  of  the  Engi- 
neering College  shops  and  laboratories; 
and,  most  interesting  of  all,  by  the  spe- 
cial permission  of  the  Commandant  they 


were  admitted  to  Chanute  aviation  train- 
ing field  at  Rantoul. 

The  following  students  came  from 
Illinois  libraries:  Helen  L.  Grear,  Mrs 
Nettie  E.  Martin,  Hazel  Tucker,  Harry 
T.  Stock,  A.  M.,  Mrs  Harriet  B.  Cook, 
Nelle  M.  Farthing,  Inez  C.  Potter,  Mrs 
Lizzie  Lane,  Alice  Warren,  B.  Lit.,  Ruth 
E.  Carlson,  Marie  Caton,  Edith  A.  Kopf, 
Alice  M.  Smith,  Ruth  W.  Colman,  Fanny 
Snyder,  Norma  Bell,  A.  B.,  Florence 
Bailey,  Susie  Clarke,  A.  B.,  Marjorie 
Hutchins,  B.  Mus.,  Agatha  A.  Roemer, 
Nell  C.  Strang.  P.  L.  Windsor, 
Director. 
Univereity  of  Iowa 

The  sixteenth  session  of  the  Iowa 
summer  school  for  library  trainii^  was 
held  June  18- July  27,  at  the  University 
of  Iowa,  Iowa  City. 

The  corps  of  instructors  included  Miss 
Harriet  E.  Howe,  director;  Miss  Julia 
A.  Robinson,  instructor  in  library  admin- 
istration; Miss  Blanche  V.  Watts,  in- 
structor in  cataloging  and  reference 
work;  Miss  Grace  Shellenberger,  instruc- 
tor in  children's  literature;  Miss  Ada 
Nelson,  instructor  in  minor  topics  and  re- 
viser ;  and  Miss  Jane  E.  Roberts  as  resi- 
dent director. 

The  list  of  special  lecturers  included 
Professor  H,  G,  Plum  of  the  University; 
Miss  Lutie  E.  Steams,  Miss  Bessie  Sar- 
geant  Smith,  Mr.  George  B.  Utley,  the 
American  Library  Association ;  Mr  John- 
son Brigham,  Miss  Grace  D.  Rose,  who 
brought  a  report  of  the  A.  L.  A.; 
Miss  Ada  J.  McCarthy,  Miss  Grace  Swit- 
zer.  Miss  Reba  Davis  of  the  Iowa  com- 
mission ;  Miss  Hortense  Stetler,  and  Miss 
Hazel  Clark  of  the  Iowa  commission, 
who  spoke  on  the  problems  met  by  an 
organizer,  A  great  deal  of  the  success 
of  the  session  was  due  to  the  enthusiasm 
aroused  by  these  speakers. 

Of  the  list  of  22  students  registered 
for  the  regular  course  this  summer,  three 
were  from  South  Dakota  and  three 
others  were  in  charge  of  high  school 
libraries.  The  rest  of  the  class  were,  with 
one  exception,  from  public  libraries  of 
Iowa. 

During  the  session  the  class  contrib- 
uted $22  toward  patriotic  service. 

Harhibt  E.  Howe,  Director. 
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Library  Facilities  and  Course  of  Study 
in  Library  Training  in  Port- 
land, Oregon 

The  school  department  of  the  Portland 
public  library  is  organized  to  provide 
home  reading,  reference  and  pedagogical 
books,  magazines  and  pictures  for  the 
schools  of  Portland  and  Multnomah 
County  and  to  teach  pupils  how  to  make 
use  of  these  educational  tools  and  to  en- 
joy good  literature. 

A  staff  of  nine  school  librarians  is 
employed  t^  the  public  library,  the  head 
school  librarian  being  in  the  employ  of 
the  schools. 

The  books,  except  the  initial  purchase 
and  supplementary  sets,  have  been 
bought  by  the  library  and  the  furniture 
by  the  schools.  Four  of  the  high  schools 
have  library  rooms  and  librarians.  One 
large  grade  school  at  a  distance  from  a 
branch  library  has  alibrary  and  a  hbrar- 
ian. 

All  rooms  are  entitled  to  class  room 
libraries  chosen  by  the  librarian,  and 
traveling  libraries  chosen  by  the  teacher, 
according  to  needs.  Every  teacher  is  ex- 
pected to  draw  freely  upon  the  public  li- 
brary for  the  home  reading  of  the  pupils 
and  for  school  reference. 

Advance  notice  and  introduction  slips 
are  provided  to  each  teacher  upon  re- 
quest. An  advance  notice  slip  notifies 
die  librarian  in  the  branch  or  school  li- 
brary in  time  to  have  the  material  on 
hand  when  the  pupils  come  for  their  ref- 
erences. 

The  introduction  slip  is  given  to  a 
pupil  when  he  is  sent  to  the  library  for 
special  work. 

The  teachers  are  asked  to  come  to  the 
Central  library  as  soon  as  their  work  is 
assigned  to  select  their  traveling  libraries 
so  that  the  schools  may  be  supplied 
promptly,  A  teacher  may  have  one  or 
more  traveling  libraries  of  five  or  more 
books  at  any  time  during  the  year. 

Principals  may  have  traveling  libraries 
of  pedagogical  books  and  general  refer- 
ence books,  to  supplement  the  small  de- 


posit libraries  that  are  being  gradually 
built  up  in  each  school.  At  present  these 
deposit  libraries  consist  of  an  encyclo- 
pedia, books  of  games  and  primary 
music. 

All  books  sent  to  the  school,  with  but 
few  exceptions,  are  to  be  issued  for 
home  reading.  The  teachers  act  as  li- 
brarians for  their  pupils,  issuing  the 
books  regularly.  The  name  of  the  child 
taking  the  book,  with  the  date  issued  and 
the  date  returned,  is  to  be  placed  upon 
card  provided.  The  record  cards  are  to 
be  kept  tied  to  avoid  loss  and  confusion. 
Teachers  are  not  fined  for  lost  books,  but 
are  expected  to  collect  fines  from  the 
pupils  and  to  take  all  reasonable  care  of 
the  books.  The  rules  aifecting  books  ex- 
posed to  contagion,  and  the  prices  of  lost 
books,  will  be  furnished  upon  applica- 
tion. The  wrapping  paper  and  card  are 
to  be  saved  for  the  return.  Pack^es  are 
to  be  securely  wrapped  with  record  cards 
inside. 

In  the  school  department  at  the  Cen- 
tral library,  and  in  the  branches,  teachers 
may  draw  their  professional  books. 
Special  time  of  one  or  two  months  is 
given  to  teachers  on  their  personal  card. 
As  long  time  is  given  at  the  first  issue, 
the  books  marked  Teacher's  Time  must 
be  broi^ht  to  the  library  for  renewal. 
This  is  a  variation  from  the  regular  rule. 

Books  taken  on  the  persona!  card  are 
to  be  returned  on  or  before  the  date 
stamped  on  the  card  and  fines  are 
charged  for  overdue  books. 

Courae  of  study  in  library  trmininK 

A  librarian  will  visit  each  classroom 
from  the  first  to  the  fifth  grades  at  least 
once  each  year  to  give  a  library  lesson. 
A  librarian  will  give  at  least  one  lesson 
to  each  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grade 
at  the  Central  library  or  a  branch.  The 
teacher  is  asked  to  follow  up  this  iO' 
stniction. 

Special  features  have  been  developel 
in  certain  places  chosen  as  experiment 
stations. 
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In  two  schools,  groups  of  pupils  from 
the  fifth  grade  up  are  scheduled  in  the 
library  for  one  period  every  other  week. 
The  hbrarian  varies  the  hour's  prc^am. 
Sometimes  the  class  is  given  technical 
instruction  on  the  use  of  -catalogs  and 
reference  books;  sometimes  the  pupils 
read  whatever  they  choose,  the  librarian 
quietly  noting  their  interests.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  free  reading  period  is  to  find 
out  where  the  pupils  are  and  later  to  help 
them  to  make  better  use  of  their  time 
without  losing  the  spontaneity  of  real 
choice. 

In  two  other  schools  the  teachers  are 
taking  charge  of  the  hour  in  the  library, 
making  use  of  this  opportunity  chiefly 
for  supervised  study. 

Where  there  is  a  special  teacher  of 
reading  the  books  for  home  reading  for 
the  grades  which  she  teaches  are  issued 
by  her. 

A  class  in  literature  for  children  is  of- 
fered to  the  teachers  each  year  by  the 
school  librarian. 

Pint  grade 
Part  1.    Care  of  books; 

a.  Qean  hands.    Good  bookmark. 

b.  The  rainy  day. 

c.  Definite  place  for  books  at  home. 
Part  2.     Oassroom  library: 

*a.     Talk   on   individual   books.     Em- 
phasize nursery  rhymes, 
b.    Tell  a  story.    Read  a  poem. 
Second  grade 
Part  1.     Care  of  books: 

a.  Review  first  grade  work. 

b.  Name  parts  of  a  book.  Show  how 
to  open  it,  how  to  hold  it  and  how 
to  turn  the  pages.  Tell  the  story 
of  the  Maxson  bookmark.  Ex- 
plain reasons  for  rules  and  fines. 

Part  2.    Oassroom  library : 
*a.     Talk  on   individual   books.     Em- 
phasize memorizing  poems, 
b.    Tell  a  story.    Read  a  poem. 
Third  grade 
Part  1.     Care  of  books  and  title  study: 

a.  Review  second  grade  work. 

b.  Neat  arrangement  of  book  shelf. 

c.  Book  covers  and  illustrations. 

d.  Explain  title.  Distribute  books, 
asking  each  child  to  read  title  of 
his  book.     Which  books  have  the 


most  interesting  names?     How  to 
name  dolls  and  pefs  for  famous 
characters. 
Part  2.    Oassroom  library : 
*a.     Talk   on   individual   books.     Em- 
phasize memorizing  poems. 
b.     Read  a  poem. 

Fonrth  grade 

a.  Review  of  third  grade  work. 

b.  Explain  authorship.  Develop  by 
questions  the  idea  of  ownership  in 
compositions  and  books.  Look 
for  author's  name  in  several 
places.  Importance  of  knowing 
something  about  the  author. 
Courtesy  to  author  in  handling 
book.  Author  is  speaking  through 
the  printed  page.  Distinguish 
publisher  from  author. 

c.  Author  games.  Have  child  recite 
alphabet.  Have  children  arrange 
themselves  in  a  line  by  surnames. 
Have  six  children  impersonate 
favorite  books,  arranging  them- 
selves by  authors.  Let  each  child 
arrange  three  books  by  authors. 
Let  each  child  write  three  authors' 
names  alphabetically  on  the  black- 
board.   Use  slips. 

Part  2.    Classroom  library : 
"a.     Talk   on   individual  books.     Em- 
phasize humor, 
b.     Read  a  poem. 

Fifth  grade 
Part  L    How  to  use  books: 

a.  Explain  contents  from  text  book 
or  reference  book. 

b.  Explain  index. 

Part  2.     Oassroom  library: 
*a.     Talk   on   individual  books.     Em- 
phasize heroes  and  biography, 
b.     Read  heroic  poem  or  ballad. 
Sixth  grade 
Part  L     How  to  use  the  library  cata- 
log.    Lesson   given    by   children's 
librarian  at  central  or  branch  li- 
brary, 
a.     Subject    classification:     1)     Give 
out    full   classification   ^eets,   2) 
draw  analogy  between  contents  of 
a  book  and  classification  of  a  li- 
brary,   3)    see    that    every    pupil 
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I  knows  the  meaning  of  each  di- 

[  vision,  4)  develop  reason  for  sub- 

;    .        ject  arrangement  of  a  library,  5) 
•distinguish   between    subject   and 
\  title  of  a  book. 

\  Card  catalog:  1)  Draw  analc^y 
between  index  of  a  book  and  card 
catalog  of  a  library,  2)  tell 
why  cards  are  used,  3)  value  of 
■  dictionary  form  and  necessity  of 
knowing  alphabet,  4)  author,  title 
and  subject  cards,  5)  cross  refer- 
ence cards  for  name  and  subject. 
6)  Aids :  Drawer  labels,  guide 
cards,  call  number  for  fiction,  call 
number  for  non-fiction. 

c.  Exercise  of  five  questions  in  find- 
ing books  by  means  of  catalog. 

d.  Number  and  catalog  games  may 
be  played. 

Part  2.     Qassroom  library : 
*a.     Talk  on  individual  books.  Empha- 
size travel, 
b.     Read  poem. 

8«veoth  grade 
Part  1.    How  to  use  the  general  refer- 
ence books : 

a.  Dictionary, 

b.  Encyclopedia. 

Part  2.     Qassroom  library: 
♦a.    Talk   on   individual   books.     Em- 
phasize music  and  art. 
b.     Read  a  poem. 

Eighth  Onde 
Part  1.     Periodical  indexes: 

a.  Development  of  the  periodical  in- 
dex. 

Pools. 
Reader's  Guide. 

b.  Use  of  Reader's  Guide. 

1)  Arrangement     like     dictionary 
catalog. 

2)  Author  entry. 

3)  Title  entry. 

4)  Subject  entry. 
5)Reference  to  periodicals, 

a)  Abbreviation  of  name. 

b)  Volume  number. 

c)  Paging. 

d)  Date. 

6)  Books     indexed     in     Reader's 
Guide. 
Part  2.     Classroom  library : 


*a.     Talk   on   individual  books.      Em- 
phasize history  and  standard   fic- 
tion, 
b.    Read  a  poem. 


A  recent  action  by  the  School  board 
and  Library  board  of  Tacoma,  Wash- 
ington, marks  a  definite  advance  in  the 
status  of  high  school  libraries  in  that 
city.  The  high  school  librarians  have 
been  placed  on  the  same  salary  schedule 
as  high  school  teachers,  with  practically 
the  same  hours  and  vacations,  except 
insofar  as  the  library  may  require  at- 
tention. The  appropriation  for  books 
for  circulation  will  be  taken  care  of  by 
the  public  library  without  expense  to  the 
schools,  except  for  supplies. 


A  joint  committee  on  the  relations  be- 
tween the  libraries  and  schools  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  has  been  appointed  by  Dr 
John  W.  Withers,  superintendent  of  in- 
struction, and  Dr  Arthur  E,  Bostwick, 
librarian  of  the  Public  library,  each  of 
whom  has  named  five  members  of  his 
staff.  This  committee  will  consider  from 
time  to  time  matters  that  touch  the  do- 
main of  both  library  and  school  and 
make  recommendations  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  instruction  and  the  librarian, 
[n  this  way  it  is  expected  that  much  red 
tape  will  be  cut  and  that  both  library  and 
school  will  have  fuller  knowledge  of  what 
is  going  on  at  present  and  what  is 
planned  for  the  future  in  both  institu- 
tions. 


The  following  statement  is  included  in 
a  pamphlet  sent  by  the  State  department 
of  Education  to  the  high  school  princi- 
pals of  Wisconsin: 

Beginning  with  the  school  year  I919-'20,  it 
is  expected  that  every  high  school  in  the 
state  will  etnploy  a  teacher  librarian  who 
has  had  the  library  training  represented  bjf  the 
course  for  teacher  librarians  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Wisconsin,  or  its  equivalent.  Princi- 
pals of  high  schools  should  plan  to  meet 
this  requirement  by  that  date,  or  sooner  if 

'Lists  of  books  are  furnished  each  grade 
in  a  reading  coitrse,  Talkt  are  given  on 
these  books. 
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News  From  the  Field 
But 

Robert  M.  McCurdy,  B.  L.  S.,  N.  Y. 
State,  '03,  is  organizing  the  library  of 
the  Hotchkiss  School.  Lakeville,  Conn. 

Miss  Gertrude  F.  White,  children's 
librarian  in  the  Public  library,  New 
Haven,  Conn,,  for  many  years,  was  mar- 
ried to  George  D,  Ford,  June  13. 

Dorothy  M.  Steams,  N.  Y.  State,  '1&- 
'17.  has  been  appointed  cataloger  in  the 
Silas  Bronson  library,  Waterbury, 
Conn. 

Miss  Josephine  H.  Thomas,  who  has 
been  assistant  children's  librarian  for 
two  years,  has  been  promoted  to  succeed 
Miss  White. 

Miss  Caroline  A.  Blanchard,  for  many 
years  librarian  of  the  Tufts  library,  Wey- 
mouth, Mass.,  died  in  June  at  Worces- 
ter, Mass.,  after  a  long  illness.  She  was 
a  former  member  of  the  A.  L.  A.  and 
Massachusetts   library  association. 

The  report  of  the  Vermont  library 
commission,  1916-1917,  records  38  libra- 
ries visited,  10  libraries  receiving  tech- 
nical aid  and  18  teachers -training  classes 
visited.  Close  co-operation  in  these  meet- 
ings and  work  is  kept  up  with  the  Ver- 
mont library  association.  There  were  18 
exhibits  of  pictures  and  books  held.  A 
campaign  to  establish  libraries  in  towns 
without  them  was  conducted.  A  large 
number  of  boy  scouts  pamphlets,  "Blow- 
ing out  the  boy's  brains,"  and  a  letter 
about  Good  book  week,  were  sent  to  sev- 
eral hundred  effective  points. 

There  were  420  book  collections  and 
133  picture  collections  sent  out  from  the 
traveling  libraries'  department,  which 
now  has  a  total  of  13,140  books  and  9371 
mounted  pictures. 

Service  has  been  rendered  to  the  Ver- 
mont National  Guard  and  collections  of 
books  have  been  lent  to  Fort  Ethan 
Allen.  Twelve  booklists  were  compiled 
and  distributed.  The  Kellogg-Hubbard 
library  of  Montpelier  supplemented  the 
work  with  schools,  clubs,  etc. 

A  gift  of  $100.  to  be  used  for  "lux- 
uries" in  the  traveling  library  depart- 
ment, was  given  by  Miss  Emily  D.  Proc- 
tor,    A  gift  from  the  Vermont  Feder- 


ation of  women's  clubs  for  a  school 
library  for  district  school  use,  makes  the 
fourth  collection  given  by  them. 

There  were  60  active  town  libraries 
aided  by  gifts  of  money  and  three  towns 
received,  each,  $100  in  books  to  aid  in 
establishment.  The  state  institutions 
have  received  books  and  magazines  to  the 
amount  of  $200.  The  appropriation  voted 
for  the  coming  year  is  $7,500.  The  com- 
mission offices  will  probably  occupy  quar- 
ters in  the  new  state  building  in  October. 
By  the  will  of  the  late  James  F.  Eaton, 
of  Maiden,  Mass.,  the  Public  library  has 
received  a  bequest  of  $5,000.  An  addi- 
tional sum  of  $1,000  was  given  to  the 
city,  the  income  from  which  is  to  be 
used  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 
Maplewood  fire  station.  Mr  Eaton  was, 
for  many  years,  a  resident  of  the  Maple- 
wood  district,  of  Maiden,  and  was  much 
interested  in  the  comfort  and  welfare  of 
the  firemen. 

The  Rev,  Horace  B.  Hichings,  D.  D., 
of  Mishawaka,  Indiana,  son  of  John 
Hichings,  one  of  Maiden's  early  citizens, 
who  died  last  April,  left  to  the  Maiden 
public  library  the  sum  of  $3,000,  the  in- 
come from  which  is  to  be  used  to  pur- 
chase books  "which  treat  on  Christianity 
in  some  of  its  various  forms,  historical, 
doctrinal,  or  disciplinary."  The  fund  is 
to  be  known  as  the  Rev.  H.  B.  Hichings 
fund.  The  condition  attached  to  the 
bequest  is  that  the  library  shall  "keep 
the  ground  and  monuments  or  grave- 
stones in  Bell  Rock  cemetery,  where  my 
father  and  mother  are  buried,  in  per- 
petual order  and  repair."  The  library 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  the  trust. 
Central  Atlantic 
Philip  S.  Goulding.  N.  Y.  State,  "98- 
"99,  resigned  his  position  as  catalog  li- 
brarian at  the  University  of  Illinois  to 
join  the  cataloging  staff  of  the  Henry 
E.  Huntington  library.  New  York  City. 
Edward  H.  Virgin,  N.  Y.  State,  '99- 
'00,  has  been  appointed  indexer  and 
cataloger  in  the  office  of  the  Chief  of 
Ordnance,  War  Department,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

Anne  T.  Eaton,  B.  L.  S..  N.  Y.  State, 
^6,  has  been  chosen  librarian  for  the 
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Lincoln  school.  New  York  City.  Since 
1910,  Miss  Eaton  had  been  on  the  staff 
of  the  University  of  Tennessee  library 
as  first  assistant. 

Kenneth  C.  Walker,  Pratt,  '14,  as- 
sistant in  the  Department  of  Technol- 
ogy of  the  Carnegie  library  of  Pitts- 
burgh, has  been  made  librarian  of  the 
New  Jersey  Zinc  Company  in  New 
York  City. 

Edward  F,  Stevens,  librarian  of  the 
Pratt  Institute  free  library  and  director 
of  the  School  of  library  science,  received 
the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Let- 
ters from  Colby  college,  his  alma  mater, 
at  the  recent  commencement. 

Julia  E.  Anthony,  Pratt,  '91,  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  first  class  of  the  Pratt  Insti- 
tute library  school,  who  has  been  for 
many  years  librarian  of  the  library  at 
Packer  Institute,  Brooklyn,  has  re- 
resigned  her  position  to  the  great  re- 
gret of  both  the  Packer  alumnae  and 
of  her  library  friends. 

Ruth  Norton,  N.  Y.  State,  'IS-'ie, 
resigned  her  position  in  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity library  last  June  and  is  now  en- 
gaged as  index  and  catalog  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the.  Chief  of  ordnance.  War 
Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Mabel  F.  Reed,  N.  Y.  S.,  '96-'97,  is 
similarly  employed. 

Miss  Dorothy  Kent  died  at  Spark 
Hill,  N.  Y.,  July  2.  Miss  Kent  was  a 
graduate  of  the  Ubrary  school.  New 
York  public  library,  and  was,  also,  for 
some  time  a  member  of  its  staff.  Later, 
she  was  connected  with  the  Public  library 
of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  her  last  position 
was  that  of  librarian.  South  Side  high 
school,  Newark,  N.  J. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  library 
of  lUon,  N.  Y.,  states  that  the  efficiency 
of  the  library  staff  has  been  increasecl, 
as  well  as  the  interest  on  the  part  of  the 
patrons.  The  mounted  picture  collection 
has  been  enlarged,  keeping  up  with  the 
events  of  the  day  and  is  offered  for  the 
use  of  teachers,  students  and  club  mem- 
bers. The  use  of  the  library  has  be«n 
extended  to  soldiers  and  guardsmen  sta- 
tioned about  Ilion.  The  total  circulation 
for  the  year  amounted  to  61,487  v. ;  reg- 


istered borrowers,  3200,  17,626  books 
on  the  shelves. 

The  tenth  annual  report  of  the  James 
V.  Brown  library  of  Williamsport,  Pa., 
includes  extra  tables  of  expenditures, 
circulation  and  additions  for  period  of 
organization  and  first  decade  of  opera- 
tion. It  emphasizes  the  necessity  for 
judging  a  library's  work  by  the  amount 
proportioned  to  population  to  be  served, 
and  shows  expenditures  during  the  nine 
months  spent  in  organizing  the  library, 
selecting,  ordering,  catalogmg  and  pre- 
paring the  11,031  v.  with  which  library 
opened,  to  have  been  $3,762.83. 

Elisa  M.  Willard,  head  of  the  refer- 
ence department  of  the  Carnegie  library, 
Pittsburgh,    since    its    organization,    25 

{'ears  ago,  has  resigned.  To  Miss  Wil- 
ard  is  due  largely,  the  high  degree  of 
efficiency  attained  hy  the  department  in 
her  charge.  Widespread  regret  is  ex- 
pressed in  Pittsburgh  at  her  going.  She 
is  giving  up  her  library  work  to  live  with 
her  brother  whose  wife  died  recently. 
Margaret  McVety,  for  nine  years  head 
of  the  reference  and  lending  department 
of  Public  library,  Newark,  N.  J.,  will 
succeed  Miss  Willard  at  Carnegie  H 
brary,  Pittsbui^h. 

Central 

Edith  Grannis  has  been  appointed  li- 
brarian of  the  St.  Qoud  normal  school, 
Minnesota. 

Jessie  Welles,  Pratt,  "99,  has  ac- 
cepted a  position  with  the  Wisconsin 
Free  library  commission. 

The  eighteenth  annual  report  of  the 
McCIymonds  public  library  of  Massilon, 
Ohio,  records  a  circulation  of  73,075  v.; 
books  on  the  shelves,  21,085. 

Ida  May  Ferguson,  children's  libra- 
rian of  Minneapolis  public  library,  has 
resigned  her  position,  to  be  married  to 
Lieut.  D.  S.  Owen,  U.  S.  A. 

Sara  W.  Eno,  N.  Y.  State,  "OS-W, 
has  resigned  as  reference  librarian  at 
Bryn  Mawr  college,  to  accept  a  post  in 
the  University  of  Minnesota  library. 

Ora  loneene  Smith,  for  several  years 
cataloger  in  the  Wisconsin  Historical  so- 
ciety, nas  taken  a  position  as  catali^^er 
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in  Grinnell  Co11^;e  library,  Grinnell, 
Iowa. 

Emma  G.  Outhouse,  N.  Y.  State,  '15- 
'16,  librarian  of  the  West  Side  branch 
of  the  Evansville,  Ind.,  public  library, 
died  of  typhoid  fever  at  Evansville, 
September  6. 

Ruth  C.  McCaughtry  has  been  ap- 
university  of  Iowa  Uta-ary  to  succeed 
pointed  reference  assistant  in  the  State 
Anna  Peterson,  who  has  taken  the  posi- 
tion of  assistant  librarian  in  the  Public 
library  of  Virginia,  Minnesota. 

The  occasion  of  the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  Ohio  state  library  was 
marked  on  the  evening  of  August  10,  by 
a  meeting  of  librarians  and  others  inter- 
ested in  the  work.  An  address  was  de- 
livered by  the  Hon.  D.  J.  Ryan, 

The  thirty-sixth  biennial  report  of  the 
State  library  of  Iowa  records  142,841  v. 
An  urgent  plea  is  made  for  the  further 
development  of  the  medical  department. 
The  total  number  of  books  in  the  his- 
torical department  is  not  included  in  this 
report. 

Geo.  B.  Utley,  secretary  of  the  A.  L. 
A.,  has  been  in  the  Library  War  Council 
office,  Washington,  D,  C,  for  several 
weeks  assisting  in  the  work  being  done 
there.  Mr  Utley  has  taken  the  place  of  Mr 
J.  I.  Wyer,  on  the  A.  L.  A.  war  council. 
Mr  Wyer  was  obliged  to  resign  on  ac- 
count of  illness  in  his  family. 

Miss  Jessie  Wed  in  has  been  ap- 
pointed chief  of  the  Traveling  library 
department  of  the  Wisconsin  library 
commission.  While  Miss  Wedin  has 
been  a  very  successful  teacher  in  vari- 
ous kinds  of  schools,  she  has  made  a 
special  study  of  rural  conditions,  a 
knowledge  of  which  is  vitally  neces- 
sary in  travehng  library  work, 

M.  S.  Dudgeon  has  leave  of  absence 
to  direct  camp  library  work  from 
Washington  City. 

Clarence  W,  Sumner,  for  some  time 
librarian  at  University  of  North  Dakota, 
has  been  appointed  librarian  of  the  Pub- 
lic library  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  He  suc- 
ceeds Miss  Drake,  who  goes  to  the  Pub- 
lic library  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


Earl  H,  Davis,  librarian  of  the  Mu- 
nicipal reference  branch  of  the  Public 
library  of  St-  Louis,  has  enlisted  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States. 
During  his  absence  on  duty,  his  place  will 
be  filled  by  Lucius  H.  Cannon,  a  graduate 
of  the  Wisconsin  legislative  reference 
course  and  late  librarian  of  the  American 
Appraisal  Company  of  Milwaukee. 
South 

Clyde  E.  Pettus,  of  the  Brooklyn  pub- 
lic library  staff,  has  resigned  to  take  a 
position  as  cataloger  in  Lawson  Mc- 
Ghee  library,  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

Katharine  G.  Grasty,  Pratt,  '06,  of 
the  staff  of  the  Journal  of  Home  Eco- 
nomics in  Baltimore,  has  been  made  li- 
brarian of  the  State  normal  school  at 
Towson,  Maryland. 

Miss  F.  Randolph  Archer,  librarian  of 
the  Public  library,  Talladega,  Ala.,  has 
resigned  from  her  position  to  become 
effective  October  1.  She  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  Mrs.  Marie  Fechet  Kilbum  of 
Florida. 

The  first  librarian  of  the  new  Carnegie 
library  at  Anniston  will  be  Miss  Mar- 
garet Jemison,  Atlanta.  Miss  Jemison 
leaves  Valdosta,  Ga.,  for  her  new  posi- 
tion. 

Miss  Susan  Lancaster,  Atlanta,  '07, 
has  accepted  the  position  of  librarian  of 
the  Florida  state  college  for  women  at 
Tallahassee.  Since  graduation  Miss  Lan- 
caster has  been  the  librarian  at  the  State 
normal  school,  Jacksonville,  Ala,  Dur- 
ing the  summer  she  has  been  substitut- 
ing in  the  Carnegie  library,  Atlanta. 

The  twenty-seventh  annual  report  of 
the  Public  library  of  St.  Josepn,  Mo., 
shows  a  total  circulation  of  282,101  v., 
of  which  the  main  library  issued  181,570 
v,  and  4729  mounted  pictures ;  registered 
borrowers  for  the  entire  system,  18,604; 
books  on  the  shelves,  81,930;  population 
of  the  city,  80,000 ;  receipts,  $26,066,  and 
expenditures,  $25,983. 
West 

Alice  Story,  formerly  of  Public  library, 
Vii^nia,  Minn.,  has  been  appointed 
librarian  of  Huron,  S.  D. 

Ruth  Kingsbury,  N.  Y.  State,  '16-'17, 
has  been  appointed  assistant  in  the  li- 
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brary  of  the  University  of  Utah,  Salt 
Lake  City. 

Miss  Martha  E.  Livingston,  for  sev- 
eral years  librarian  at  Anaconda,  Mont., 
has  been  elected  librarian  of  the  Hearst 
free  library  at  Lead,  S.  D. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  library 
oi  Butte,  Mont.,  gives  a  total  circulation 
of  164,584  v.,  with  54,137  books  on  the 
shelves.  At  the  18  sessions  of  the  story 
hour,  1433  children  were  present.  Re- 
ceipts, $28,745 ;  expenditures,  $28,347. 
Pacific  Coast 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Stockton,  Cal.,  records  a  cir- 
culation of  183,039  v.;  number  of  card 
holders,  5,466;  books  in  the  library, 
74,211. 

Edith  Lounsbury,  N.  Y,  State,  '15- 
'16,  resigned  her  position  in  the  Sioux 
City  free  library  to  enter  the  catalog 
department  of  the  State  college  of 
Washington,   Pullman. 

The  thirty-second  annual  report  of  the 
library  of  the  Mechanics'  institute,  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  records  65,875  v.  on  the 
shelves  and  a  membership  of  3,742.  A 
list  of  books  in  the  library  on  electrical 
engineering  was  issued,  as  was,  also,  a 
list  of  books  on  petroleum. 

A  free  library  was  established  in  Tuo- 
lumne county,  Cal.,  July  3,  and  began 
work  August  1,  with  Miss  Edna  Holroyd 
as  county  librarian.  Miss  Holroyd  is  a 
graduate  of  the  California  state  library 
school  and  has  been  lirst  assistant  in  the 
Monterey  County  free  library  for  the 
past  two  years. 

The  City  council  of  Tacoma  has 
voted  $1,000  to  be  used  in  increasing 
the  salaries  of  members  of  the  Public 
library  staff  for  the  last  six  months  of 
1917.  This  will  provide  a  raise  of  $5.00 
per  month  for  all  now  receiving  less 
than  $100  and  more  than  $60.00,  and  a 
raise  of  $10  for  those  receiving  less 
than  $50  per  month. 

Milton  J.  Ferguson,  for  many  years 
assistant  State  librarian  of  California, 
was  appointed  State  librarian  Aug.  25th, 
to  succeed  the  late  J.  L.  GUlis.  Mabel  R. 
Gillis  has  been  appointed  Mr  Ferguson's 


assistant.  She  has  been  in  the  State 
library  13  years,  and  had  wonderful  re- 
sults in  developing  the  department  for 
the  blind  service.  She  has  been  editor 
of  News  Notes  and  carried  other  execu- 
tive duties. 

Jeanette  M.  Drake  has  resigned  her 
position  as  librarian  of  the  Public  li- 
brary, Sioux  City,  Iowa,  to  become  prin- 
cipal of  the  circulating  department  of 
the  Public  library,  Los  Angeles.  Miss 
Drake's  resignation  was  accepted  with 
deep  regret  by  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Sioux  City,  and  Miss  Drake  was  pre- 
sented with  resolutions  expressing  the 
highest  praise  for  her  "splendid  effi- 
ciency, as  shown  by  the  unparalleled  de- 
velopment of  the  Sioux  City  public  li- 
brary under  her  administration."  Edi- 
torial praise  of  a  high  order  was  also  ex- 
pressed by  the  newspapers. 
Foreign 

Report  from  New  Zealand  state  that 
what  is  known  as  the  Buffalo  plan,  under 
which  selected  groups  of  children's  books 
are  sent  from  the  Public  library  to  the 
various  classes  in  the  public  schools,  has 
been  brought  into  successful  operation  in 
Wellington  and  Auckland,  and  the  Min- 
ister of  Education  is  much  interested  in 
an  efifort  to  extend  it  to  other  cities. 

The  twelfth  annual  report  of  the  Car- 
negie library  of  Ottawa,  Can.,  shows  a 
total  circulation  of  246,810  v.,  including 
1485  mounted  pictures.     In  spite  of  the 
fact  that  neither  as  many  adults  nor  chil- 
dren used  the  central  library  as  in  the 
previous  year,  the  circulation,  as  a  whole, 
showed  a  slight  increase.    Books  on  the 
shelves,    56,040 ;    registered    borrowers, 
16,333;  population  of  Ottawa,   100,561.       I 
The  lecture  rooms  were  used  mostly  by 
societies  of  an  educational  nature  and  t^ 
committees  connected  with  the  local  hos-       i 
pitals  and  with  war  work.     A  series  of       i 
public   addresses   was   given   under  the 
auspices  of  the  Art  and  letters  dub.   Sal-       i 
aries  have  been  somewhat  increased  in       | 
view  of  the  high  cost  of  living. 

Wanted.— Public       Libraries.       February       | 
1916,  October  1916  and  June  1898.    The'r 
will  be  at  a  premium.     Address  Public  Li- 
braries, 6  N.  Michigan  av.,  Chicago. 


^,.,u. ..,,., LiOO^lc 


Public      Librarie 


ine  largesi  oooRSiore  in  me  wonar 

SKOt  duster  mChkago,  page  43,"  Tour  UaOedStattt/'bgATTioUaBiMlt 

IT  is  recognized  ail  over  the  country  that  we  earned  this  reputa- 
tion because  we  have  on  hand  at  all  times  a  more  complete  as- 
sortment of  the  books  of  all  publishers  than  can  be  found  on  the 
shelves  of  any  other  bookdealer  in  the  entire  United  States.  Our 
stock  comprises  agricultural  and  technical  works,  theological  and 
religious  books,  school  and  college  text  books,  etc.,  besides  the 
works  in  miscellaneous  literature  that  one  expects  to  find  in  a  gen- 
eral book  store. 

OUR   LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

is  devoted  exclusively  to  the  interests  of  Public  Libraries,  Schools, 
Colleges  and  Universities,  and  our  long  experience  and  famili- 
arity with  this  special  branch  of  the  book  business  enables  us  to 
offer  a  most  efficient  s 


We  should  like  to  have  all  librarians  visit  our  store  with  the  same 
natural  ardor  expressed  by  Mr,  Bennett,  or  if  not  in  town,  to  have 
a  natural  tendency  to  send  us  their  book  orders. 

LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

A.  C.  McCLURG  &  CO.,  Chicago 
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The  Largest  Retail  Book  Business 

with  two  complete  book  stores.  New  York  and  Pbilft- 
delphia,  each  managed  by  Book  Specialists,  is  in  the 

John  Wanamaker  Stores 

Librarians  will  find  our  facilities  the  best  and  the  prices  lowest.  We  have  first  call 
on  any  special  opportunities  which  publishers  have  to  offer  and  naturally  have  the 
pick  of  tne  best  the  market  affords.  Any  book  extant  is  here,  or  will  be  secured  if 
attainable  anywhere.  We  specialize  in  procuring  out-af-priut  books.  Lists  for  quo- 
tations receive  prompt  attention.    The  following  catal(%ueB  will  be  sent  upon  request: 

Catalogue  of  Book  Bargains 

Issued  in  February 

SO  per  cent  to  60  per  ceta  below  publication  prices 

Handy  Catalogue  of  Books,  Magazines  and  Book 
.Specia/s  for  1917 

JOHN  WANAMAKER 
Phlladelpbla  New  York 


Chivers  Binding  for  Public  Libraries 

NEW  BOOKS 


OLD  BOOKS  REBOUND 

ks  Itt  ClUvers*  methoda  Inaures  pen 
ast  Intact  aa  lone  aa  tbe  iwKeB  are 

MAGAZINE  BINDING 

boda  vn. , ... 

better  looking  than  any  other  blndtnca. 


CHIVERS  BOOK  BINDING  COMPANY,  Inc. 

911-913  Adandc  Avenue  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 
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Dictionary  Stand,  cat.  number  7086  pedestal  style, 
size  43^"  high,  top  21"  vide,  15"  deep.  Slopii^  top 
for  convenient  reference.  One  shelf  underneath  giving 
space  14)4"  ^^  ^  the  clear  for  additional  volumes. 

Library  Bureau 

Dwliaan  iMd  aukan  at 

T*ahnlaal  library    furnltar*   and    •uppliai 

Bt«*l  bookataok  Mnaanm  oaaas 


(One  block  wuih  Crai 
SalataamM  In  baJiiig  ciha  in  tkt  VnittdSt^B.  Gnat  BrUmu  and  Fhmt*. 
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William  H.  Rademaekers  &  Son,  B^iZ 

BinderB  for  the  Newark  Free  Public  Library 
G>mer  of  Chester  Avenue  and  Oraton  Street        Newark,  New  Jersey 

We  make  Library  Bookbinding  ■  apecialty  and  luperviae  all  our  work. 


SoduZreU.,  12  ■ 
Afk  tor  pricm  lUt 


tBugkt  III  whaX  Binding  ii  moM  suitable 
rc  *iB  biad  (tm  if  chwft  m  jaa  mMf  m*  a  UByh  af  iv  wMk 


QUAUTY  FIRST 

BOOK  BINDING 

Twanly  years'  experience  for 

Public  Librariea 

(AH  Through  the  Country) 
WHf  for  PricmM  and  Book  oFParHealara 

THE  BOOK  SHOP  BINDERY 

314-32Z  Wctt  S^Mriw  Stntt  Ckicaga,  m. 


Fifty  years  serving  Librariea 
should  count  for  some  standard 

BOOKBINDING 

Why  not  get  in  touch,  Mi.  Librarian? 
Sampksjvrlhe  aJtfng 

R.  P.  Winckler  ^^ 


Other  Things  Than 
Books  for  Libraries 

M.  R.  H.  LIBRARY  PASTE.  A  su- 
perior, soft,  white  paste  diat  has 
been  pronounced  excellent  by  all  who 
have  used  it.     At  a  moderate  priee. 

A  LOCAL  HISTORY  SCRAP 
BOOK.     A    convenient    record    for 


etc.     "The  best  Scrap  book  far   ... 
purpose  I  have  seen." — From  a  prom 
nent  librarian. 
THE    H.    R.    H.    PORTFOLIO    for 
loose  magazines,  circulars,  pamphlets, 
pictures,     etc.     A     Avery     convenient 
Portfolio  for  the  library. 
THE  H.  R.  H.  SHELLAC  JAR    If 
you  use  Shellac  you  will  bless  the  day 
you  purchased  one. 
Send  for  complete  circulars.    Also  our 
Bargain  Cataloga. 

The  H.  R.  Huntting  Company 

Spiiatfield  HaauchuHtts 
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NOTE 

We  wish  to  call  special  atten- 
tion to  our  advertising  pages. 
We  appreciate  the  cordial 
support  of  our  advertisers,  and 
trust  our  friends  will  not  over- 
look the  excellent  offerings 
made  in  their  announcement. 
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S  West  •Bth  Street 

G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons 

Pabllshers,  Booksellers  and  Library  Agents 

Our  extensive  general  retail  buBiness  enables  us  to  buy  both  here  and  abroad, 
on  the  most  favorable  terms. 

We  are  the  only  American  house  handling  library  business  that  has  its  own 
London  branch  store.    We  make  purchases  direct,  psying  commissions  to  no  one. 

COBBESPONOENCE       SOLICITED 


QUALITY  AND  SERVICE 

in  Bookbinding  for  Librzuies  at  Minimum  Cost 

Oiv  Hagaiine  Holden  are  the  Simplest  snd  Best  on  the  Morkei.  at  ■  Price  Ihit  Will  Surprise  Yon 

WAGENVOORD  &  CO. 


WRITE  FOR  PARTICULARS 


LIBRARY   BINDERS 


LANSING,  MICHIGAN 


FINE  INKS 

and 
ADHESIVES 

For  those  'who 
KNOW 

{Dnwlns  Inks 
Eiemia  WrItlPB  lak 
Liquid  Piste 
OHlccr  Pule 
Veeclable  Glue.  Etc 
Are  the  Finest  and  B«it  Inks  and  AdhealTM 
BauuKlpats  roonaU  liam  the  nw  ol  ccmcxlTe 
Mid  fn-unelllnE  Inki  ud  ulliisiTM  ud  adopt 
tlia  HlKBiiu' Inks  ud  Adbcalvc*.   Tlieywill 
Iw  ■  nnlatlai  to  T0«,  thar  an  aa  tweet,  eluB, 
■ma  pot  op,  and  wttlial  w  eltideot.    Thaw 
food*  an  Mpedallr  adapted  loi  Ubmr  ose. 

At  Dealen  Cenerallr 


CBAS.  M.  HIGGINS  &  CO.,  Hfre. 

(BnnchM:  Chicago,  Loodoo) 
271  Ninth  Street,       Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


IMPORTANT  TO  UBRARIANS 
A  Typewriter  Exceptional 

Tbe  Multiplex 
Hammond 

Two  seisof  type  in  each  nurbioe;"JulTam 
lhaKaDb"Pre(lo-~oneortheottaei— bimdtedsto 

CEibnge  jour  tjrpe  in  ao  inatMit  from 
one   atfle  to  another — or  anj  language. 
Writu  indu  c«d>  flat. 

The  molt  pnclice]  aechina  for  Uhntr  Woi% 
LMTfrn  tTpe  tor  book  Illlu,  oainei,  etc. 
Small  For  coiraipoDdoDea.  uul  condenilBs  OB 

All  Doaa  an  Ona  MaWploM. 
„  Tba  ptltiei|ut  Libranet  of  the  cobbItt  <»>  ■>>■ 

Catalsi  for  the  ■•kins 

Hammond  Typewriter  Co. 
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THE  WAR 


TN  view  of  the  present  situation  we 
venture  to  assure  our  American  cor- 
respondents and  friends  that  our  business 
is  being  maintained  as  usual,  and  that 
shipments  both  by  mail  and  freight  are 
being  forwarded  regularly  We  therefore 
trust  our  correspondents  will  not  hesitate 
to  forward  their  orders  as  usual  and  even, 
if  possible,  increase  them,  as  the  main- 
tenance of  business  relations  will  be  of 
great  assistance  to  all  classes,  and  we  in- 
vite your  cordial  co-operation  in  keeping 
our  conunercial  relations  intact. 

A  LL  orders  for  books— new,  old  or 
■^*-  rare — Autographs,  Engravings,  Pe- 
riodicals, etc.  will  receive  our  usual 
prompt  attention. 


Messrs.  B.  F.  Stevens  &  Brown 

4  Trafalgar  Square,   Charing  Cross, 
London,  W.  C. 

New  York  Agency— 16  Beayer  Street 
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KROEGER'S  GUIDE  TO  THE  STUDY 
AND  USE  OF  REFERENCE  BOOKS 

Revised  Throughout  and  Much  Enlarged 

by 

ISADORE  Gilbert  Mudge 

Reference  Librarian,  Colombia  University 
Price,  $2.50 

Main  list  contalni  192  vaget  u  ^pdnct  lU  pBgei  in  previous 
(1908)  edition.    IntonutloD  Included  goee  through  1916. 

AMERICAN  UBRARY  ASSOCUTION  PUBUSHING  BOARD 
78  EAST  WASHINGTON  ST.,  CHICAGO 


A  First  Mortgage  6%  Investment 

Secured  by  Modem  Steel  Plant 

Borrower  —Long  established,  widely-known  steel  compftny. 

Assets — Six  to  one. 

Earnings — Nearly  ten  to  one. 

Maturities  and  Denominations — 3  to  20  years; 
$500  and   $1,000. 

Send  for  Circular  N».  924M. 

Peabod^HbniiMelnig  &Go. 
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Books  for  Hen* 

Hdea  A.  Basley,  M^aUnt  UbTwian,  Public 

Ubraiy,  Oak  Park,  IlL 

The  early  history  of  most  of  the  public 
libraries  of  the  country  shows  that  in  .     ..  ,  . 

the  majority  of   cases   the   initiative  in     ,.^''°^^f,.l'^^'^  ^^^  ^'^  f° 
cstablisiiing  the  first  collections  of  books     *«  .'"Ij'Vi"'^  f'  T^^  ''l^". 


lunch  against  their  return,  in  which  to 
arrange  the  material  on  her  paper  for 
the  club,  or  to  skim  the  pages  of  the 
latest  novel  she  could  draw  from  the 
public  library. 

do  not  use 
women 


was  taken  by  the  women  of  the  commu- 
nity. Miss  K.  L.  Sharp's  History  of  Illi- 
nois libraries  contains  such  statements  as 
these: 

Books  were  bought  by  the  ladies  of  Alton 
for  $165. 

The  Ladies'  library  association  introduced 
a  course  of  lectures. 

The  Current  topic  class,  composed  of 
ladies,  formed  a  library  association. 

The  association  was  organized  in  1876  by 
a  few  ladies. 

The  library  was  established  by  the  W.  C. 
T.  U.,  after  the  village  council  had  failed  to 
secure  a  half-mill  tax. 

Seven  women  organized  the  Taylorville 
library  club. 

The  library  was  organized  by  the  Tuscola 
women's  clnb. 

and  SO  forth.  In  fact,  the  ladies,  and 
the  women,  seem  to  have  a  decided  ma- 
jority in  the  matter  of  library  establish- 
ment. 

In  the  matter  of  organization,  man- 
agement and  use  of  the  small  libraries, 
women  still  have  the  preponderance. 
While  we  know  that  women  are  in  no 
sense  the  leisure  class,  still  they  are  better 
able  to  arrange  their  work  so  as  to  leave     and  by 


do,  is  that  the  material  in  which  they  are 
interested,  the  books  on  farming,  shop 
practice,  law  or  engineering,  are  often 
out  of  date  or  even  entirely  absent  from 
the  shelves  of  the  small  library.  This  is 
hardly  to  be  wondered  at,  tor  the  book 
fund  will  scarcely  admit  of  the  purchase 
of  books  to  fill  demands  already  estab- 
lished, without  buying  books  with  which 
to  create  a  demand. 

Mr  E.  F.  Stevens,  of  Pratt  institute,  at 
the  A.  L.  A.  meeting  of  1914,  wrote  this 
paragraph,  which  serves  excellently  well 
both  as  a  text  for  this  discourse  and  for 
the  sermon  itself;  for  it  comprises  in  a 
short  space  a  statement  of  the  need  which 
confronts  the  smalt  library,  and  of  the 
way  in  which  it  may  be  met : 

Nothing  is  needed  to  convince  men  that 
a  utility  is  a  utility  save  the  satis- 
fying use  of  it.  When  they  have 
found  that  the  library  speeds  them  on 
in  the  direction  of  the  day's  occu- 
pation, then  it  becomes  easy  for  them  to 
learn  that  the  library  can  also  eet  them  far 
removed  from  it.  And  when  the  working- 
fully  comprehends  the  working  library 


opportunity  for  reading  and  for  other 
recreation  than  are  the  men.  The  fag 
end  of  the  day  is  no  time  for  Mr  Blank 
to  sit  down  with  lOmt's  Critique  of  pure 
reason  or  Tocqueville's  Democracy  in 
America ;  but  Mrs  Blank  may  be  able  to 
crowd  in  a  free  hour  between  getting  the 


I  of  it  i 


introduced  to  the 


diverting  library,  he  becomes  a  man  with  the 
greatest  capacity  for  usefulness,  and  the 
library's  conquest  of  the  community  is 
finished  and  triumphant. 

Mr  Stevens,  in  his  lai^e  Kbrary  of 
technical  and  scientific  books,  thinks  that 
men  look  for  the  useful  books  first,  and 
then  for  the  diverting.    While  that  may 


children  off  to  school  and  preparing  the     i^  gg  ;„  the  majority  of  cases,  still  libra- 

— 7T—  .  ,   ,        ,,,,     .    ,..  _..  .- rians  sometimes  find  the  reverse  to  be  the 
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the  working  library  and  the  diverting  li- 
brary, if  we  are  to  sweep  on  to  the 
"conquest  of  the  community." 

The  librarian  of  the  small  library  is 
not  without  aids  to  the  selection  of  tech- 
nical books.  There  are  many  lists  pre- 
pared by  people  who  have  had  much  ex- 
Erience  in  the  matter.  Since  the  prob- 
n  of  the  working  library  is  different 
in  each  locality,  consult  ^e  intelligent 
men  of  your  town.  They  will  tell  you, 
if  you  ask  them — but  they  are  not  likely 
to  volunteer  the  information — what  sub- 
jects they  would  most  like  to  find  dis- 
cussed in  up-to-date  books,  and  some- 
times they  can  tell  you  the  titles  of  the 
books  they  wish  to  use.  Much  free  ma- 
terial, or  at  small  cost,  can  be  obtained 
from  the  state  and  national  departments. 
For  instance,  the  Farmers'  bulletins, 
when  classified  and  cataloged  separately, 
are  extremely  valuable  in  a  farming  com- 
munity. The  Census  report,  the  Educa- 
tion bureau's  pamphlets,  the  Labor  bul- 
letins, all  contain  material  much  sought 
after.  If  you  have  money  to  spend,  the 
Encyclopedias  of  the  American  technical 
society,  on  electricity,  civil  and  mechan- 
ical engineering,  furnish  an  excellent 
nucleus  for  a  department  of  technical 
books.  A  set  of  12  volumes  edited  by 
J.  F.  Johnson,  called  Modern  business, 
provides  material  which  was  formerly 
difhcult  to  find,  on  every  subject  related 
to  modem  business.  The  eagerness  with 
which  it  has  been  taken  out  by  our  busi- 
ness men  proves  that  there  is  a  real  need 
for  such  material. 

I  shall  not  take  time  to  discuss  the 
working  library  further,  believing  that 
the  problem  of  each  library  can  be  most 
easily  solved  at  home.  I  hope  that  in 
this  I  am  not  like  the  gardening 
book  which  I  once  consulted  to  find  out 
how  to  raise  tomatoes.  The  book  said: 
"Since  every  one  knows  how  to  raise 
tomatoes,  we  shall  not  take  up  space  to 
discuss  it." 

The  diverting  library  is  somewhat  more 
difficult  to  choose.  No  one  knows  better 
than  the  librarian  how  differently  the 
same  book  will  appeal  to  each  person 
who  reads  it.  Still,  there  are  many 
books  which  do  not  come  under  the  con- 


demnation voiced  by  one  of  our  "lady 
readers."  In  a  copy  of  Lincoln's  "Mr 
Pratt"  we  once  found  a  note  addressed 
to  the  small  boy  who  brought  back  the 
books.  "Dear  Bobby,"  she  wrote,  "please 
take  this  book  back  and  get  me  anottier, 
but  not  like  this  one.  It  is  a  good  book 
for  a  man,  but  awful  for  a  lady." 

The  books  which  are  mentioned  below 
appeal  to  all  readers,  though  they  are 
especially  attractive  to  men.  The  male 
reader  welcomes  most  greatly  those  books 
which  take  him  away  from  his  daily  life ; 
the  fascination  of  distant  lands  and 
strange  adventures  is  one  which  few  men 
can  resist.  The  vagabond  in  any  land, 
whether  in  truth  or  fiction,  irresistibly 
attracts  the  man  who  rises  each  day  at 
the  same  hour,  and  goes  through  a  rou- 
tine hardly  different  in  any  detail  from 
yesterday.  He  likes  to  read  of  the 
traveler  who  never  knows  what  each 
minute  will  bring  forth,  what  scenes  new 
and  strange  his  eyes  will  light  upon  in 
the  course  of  the  day.  W.  J.  Locke's 
Beloved  vagabond,  in  his  Gallic  irre- 
sponsibility, Joseph  Conrad's  strange 
roving  sailors,  and  his  stranger  women; 
Will  Comfort's  breathless  adventurers 
with  always  a  touch  of  the  supernormal; 
Western  stories  of  all  degrees,  from  the 
wild  melodramatic  Zane  Grey  to  the  ac- 
curate art  of  Owen  Wister :  all  these  take 
a  man  out  of  himself,  recreate  him,  help 
to  compensate  for  the  monotony  of  his 
everyday  life. 

And  if  these  unreal  people — though  it 
is  true  some  of  them  are  so  nearly  real 
that  we  should  recognize  them  if  we  met 
them  on  the  street — are  attractive  to  read 
about,  how  much  more  so  is  your  actual 
vagabond,  who  tells  of  his  adventures 
with  the  added  vividness  that  comes  from 
experience  ?  Harry  A.  Frandc  is  one  of 
these  modem  heroes  of  adventure.  His 
Vagabond  Journey  Around  the  World 
reads  like  a  new  Odyssey,  with  the  ex- 
ception that  the  hero  is  never  in  the  least 
homesick,  but  seems  to  find  himself  en- 
tirely at  home,  whether  among  beach- 
combers in  France,  Arabs  in  Palestine, 
or  the  Hindus  in  Burma,  the  land  of  pa- 
godas.    He  saw  the  life  of  the  people, 

Mie  very  poor,  as  few  or  non?  have  scefl' 
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it  before,  and  among  the  502  octavo 
pages  of  his  book  there  is  not  one  which 
will  not  inspire  the  man  who  loves  ad- 
venture with  the  desire  to  read  the  other 
501. 

But  of  all  modem  vagabonds,  the  most 
beloved  is  Stephen  Graham,  an  English- 
man of  whom  that  interesting  volume, 
"Who's  Who,"  says  "he  was  attracted 
to  Russia  by  the  spirit  in  Russian  litera- 
ture, gave  up  life  in  London  and  took 
his  chances  with  Russian  peasants  and 
students,  with  whom  he  lived  in  Little 
Russia  and  Moscow,"  He  himself  says 
in  his  prologue  to  A  Vagabond  in  the 
Caucasus,  "The  prose  of  this  book  is  the 
story  of  my  travels ;  the  poetry,  when  the 
reader  may  discern  it,  is  the  story  of  my 
heart."  And  prose  and  poetry  are  alike 
fascinating.  The  remarkable  natnre  of 
the  man,  with  his  overwhelming  love  of 
humanity,  combined  with  the  simplicity 
of  his  style,  simplicity  which  is  more 
vivid  than  the  most  cunning  art,  imbue 
his  books  with  a  quality  of  unforgetable- 
ness.  Entirely  unbound  by  the  tradi- 
tional English  insularity,  he  tramps 
throi^h  the  Caucasus,  or  through  Rus- 
sian Central  Asia,  seeing  the  Russian 
peasant  with  the  eyes  of  a  man  who 
wishes  to  find  true  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, and  who  recognizes  it  everywhere, 
despite  the  difference  in  scenery  or  sta- 
tion of  life. 

Let  me  quote  from  his  "Tramp's 
Sketches."  Do  not  these  words  give  the 
very  essence  of  the  joy  of  tramping? 

As  the  sun  comes  up,  behold  the  spirits 
evaporate,  the  films  pass  away  from  my 
eyes,  and  I  am  lighter,  blither,  happier, 
stronger.  Then  in  my  heart  birds  begin  to 
sing  m   chorus.      I   am   myself   once   more. 

A  fire,  a  kettle,  and  while  the  kettle  boils. 
into  the  sea,  giving  my  limbs  to  the  spark- 
ling, buoyant  water.  Then  am  T  superself, 
if  such  an  expression  may  be  permitted.  So 
passes  the  vagabonds'  night. 

And  again: 

The  tramp's  eyes  open  and  then  they 
open  again:  at  midday  his  eyes  are  wider 
than  those  of  indoor  folk.  He  is  nearer  to 
the  birds,  because  he  has  slept  with  them 
in  the  bush.  They  also  are  nearer  to  him, 
because  the  night  has  left  her  mysterious 
traces  upon  his  face  and  garments,  some- 
thing which  the  humans  cannot  see,  but 
whidi  the  wild  things  recogniie  right 
enough. 


Graham  is  most  successful  when  writ- 
ing about  the  Russian  peasant,  whom  he 
loves.  His  book  on  America  is  not  so 
sympathetic,  possesses  less  insight.  But 
through  all  of  his  books  there  runs  that 
wild,  free  spirit  of  the  road,  of  the  man 
"on  his  own"  as  the  English  say,  bound 
by  no  necessity  to  work,  finding  friends 
everywhere  because  of  the  power  of  his 
own  friendship  for  all  humanity. 

While  Graham  adds  to  the  interest  of 
his  subject  the  charm  of  his  delightful 
and  flowing  style,  there  are  certain 
strange  and  unknown  parts  of  the  globe 
about  which  it  would  seem  well-nigh  im- 
possible to  write  an  uninteresting  book. 
The  polar  regions,  both  north  and  south, 
have  been  the  subject  of  numerous  vol- 
umes of  travel  and  experience,  ranging 
from  the  slangy  and  cheerful  Tenderfoot 
with  Peary,  by  Borup,  to  the  huge  vol- 
umes by  Nansen,  Peary,  Shackleton  and 
Amundsen,  which  combine  the  narrative 
of  the  expeditions  with  the  scientific 
facts  accumulated  by  the  explorers.  All 
of  them  have  the  attraction  of  the  wild 
waste  spaces,  of  the  dangers  bravely 
faced  and  met,  of  the  hazards  of  cold  and 
starvation.  From  all  their  pages  the 
comradeship  and  "team  spirit"  of  the 
courageous  little  companies  shines  as 
though  written  in  letters  of  silver,  and 
this,  too,  has  its  subtle  attraction  for  busi- 
ness men  who  have  time  for  few  friend- 
ships in  the  hurry  of  their  daily  life. 

To  journey  rapidly  from  the  poles  to 
the  equator,  darkest  Africa  is  another 
part  of  the  world  about  which  few  dull 
books  have  been  written.  The  explorer 
in  Africa,  in  contrast  to  those  who  plan 
the  polar  expeditions,  goes  into  the  coun- 
try and  adapts  himself  to  conditions 
there,  instead  of  planning  his  campaign 
at  home  and  taking  with  him  the  com- 
panions and  equipment  which  his  fore- 
knowledge of  his  needs  has  told  him  will 
be  necessary.  He  chooses  his  followers 
from  among  the  savages  whom  he  finds 
there,  whose  characteristics  are  weirdly 
different  from  any  peoples  with  whom 
the  reader  has  come  in  contact.  The  re- 
cent explorations  and  hunting  expeditions 
of  Stewart  E.  White,  Roosevelt,  Selous, 
Churchill,  and  others  have  been  described 
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most  entertainingly  by  the  men  them- 
selves, and  the  interest  awakened  here 
will  not  be  satisfied  by  these  books  alone, 
but  will  lead  to  a  desire  for  further 
knowledge  of  the  great  pioneers,  Stanley 
and  Livingstone;  and  even  the  accounts 
of  missionaries,  such  as  Crawford  and 
Mrs  McKcnzie,  are  fascinating  in  the  ex- 
treme. 

In  closing,  let  me  mention  a  few  more 
of  the  books  which  men  have  liked  to 
read  from  our  own  library.  The  Ad- 
ventures of  Marco  Polo,  Jack  London's 
Cruise  of  the  Snark,  and  his  wife's  book 
on  the  same  trip;  Tom  Johnson's  My 
story,  Neihardt,  The  River  and  I,  a  well 
written  tale  of  a  journey  to  the  head- 
waters of  the  Missouri;  lives  of  pioneers, 
like  Thwaites'  Daniel  Boone;  of  soldiers, 
such  as  Nelson  A.  Miles  and  Funston; 
the  lives  of  "men's  men,"  Edward 
Steiner,  Mark  Twain,  Lincoln,  Lee  and 
Conrad,  All  these  and  many  more  will 
attract  the  men  of -your  community  to 
your  shelves,  and  lead  them  to  the  great 
books,  of  the  world,  those  that  have  stood 
the  test  of  time. 


TTie  A.  L.  A.  Library  Publicity  Survey* 

Wilis  H,  Kerr,  Eknporia,  KuuaB,  chairtnan, 

A.  L.  A.  publicity  committee 

Recently  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation publicity  committee  undertook  a 
library  publicity  survey.  This  is  a  brief 
and  informal  resum^  of  part  of  that  sur- 
vey. The  full  report,  with  accompany- 
ing statistics  and  conclusions,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  printed  later. 

First,  the  facts:  The  part  of  the  sur- 
vey addressed  to  libraries  was  mailed  to 
3,500  American  public,  college,  and  in- 
stitution libraries  a  little  more  than  a 
month  ago.  To  date,  294  replies  have 
been  received,  or  8.4  per  cent.  Obviously, 
one  query  is  whether  less  than  10  per 
cent  of  our  libraries  are  interested  in 
publicity?  To  look  at  it  more  comfort- 
ably, if  30  per  cent  is  the  average  num- 
ber of  replies  to  any  questionnaire,  we 
are  one-third  interested. 

Estimates  were  asked  as  to  how  large 
an  income  a  library  should  have  in  order 

'Ptesented  at  A.  L.  A.  meeting  at  Louis- 
ville. 


to  afford  an  advertising  department  with 
a  member  of  staff  in  charge.  The  replies 
vary  from  $5,000  to  $500,000.  One  said 
there  never  should  be  such  a  department 
One  sent  back  the  query  thus,  "How 
large  a  surplus?" 

There  is  wide  divergence  of  opinion 
as  to  whether  libraries  should  advertise 
at  all. 

From  a  large  university  library; 

It  is  very  wise  indeed  to  emphasise  the 
need  of  liaving-  something  good  to  advertise 
before  yoti  begin  an  advertising  campaign. 
If  a  library  has  to  apologize  for  its  ma- 
terial, it  is  in  a  rather  poor  position  to  ad- 

From  a  village  library,  with  an  income 
of  $1,000  annually : 

One  librarian  is  all  that  can  t>e  afforded, 
and  her  salary  is  necessarily  small,  but  her 
time  is  certainly  well  occupied  with  the 
checking  of  from  1,300  to  1,51X1  books  each 
month,  together  with  cataloging,  accession- 
ing, mending,  and  reference  work,  which 
during  the  county  high  school  session  and 
months  of  club  work  forms  no  small  part  of 
the  daily  task.  Under  these  circumstances 
we  would  not  be  justified  in  spending  our 
limited  funds  for  advertising. 

From  a  large  eastern  public  library : 
As  I  believe  that  millions  are  wasted  annn- 
ally  on  unnecessary  and  unwise  advertising, 
so  I  believe  that  thousands  may  be  squan- 
dered by  us  librarians  unless  we  keep  our 
heads  and  decline  to  be  stampeded  into  this 
publicity  vortex.  At  the  same  time  I  think 
that  a  "publicity  agent"  would  be  very  use- 
ful in  large  libraries,  i)rovided  she  possessed 
common  sense  and  did  not  try  to  supplant 
the  librarian. 

From  a  medium-sized  library  in  Penn- 
sylvania : 

J  do  not  at  all  consider  it  a  simple  ques- 
tion of  percentage  of  expenditures.  A 
library  that  possessed  material  really  ade- 
quate to  the  needs  of  its  constituency,  if 
not  generally  used,  would  be  justified  in 
spending  a  very  high  percentage  of  its  total 
income  on  publicity,  till  proper  patronage 
was  secured.  On  the  other  hand,  a  library 
that  was  daily  forced  to  admit  that  its  in- 
come was  insufficient  to  purchase  material 
its  patrons  were  perpetually  calling  for 
would  not  be  justified  in  spending  on 
publicity  much,  if  any,  more  than  stifncient 
to  print  the  monthly  lists  of  accessions.  .  .  . 
If  the  publicity  expenditures  were  made 
with  a  view  of  increasing  the  library's  in- 
come rather  than  of  advertising  its  present 
collection  and  for  each  dollar  so  spent  a 
dollar  and  a  half  increased  income  was  se- 
cured, most  libraries  would  feel  justified  in 
spending  this  year  on  publicity  a  stun  equal 
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at  least  to  their  total  receipts  of  Ust  year. 

And  this  from  a  large  library  of  New 
York  state: 

I  don't  bctieve  there  is  any  one  answer 
to  the  publicity  question.  The  fundamental 
thing  about  it  is  human  interest.  If  the 
library  is  an  interesting  place  it  will  get 
publicity  in  print  and  by  word  of  mouth. 
The  way  to  make  a  library  interesting  is  to 
have  it  touch  human  nature  and  the  spirit 
of  the  hour  at  as  many  points  as  possible. 
The  bill  for  printing  for  this  library  will 
not  be  materially  greater  this  year  than  last, 
but  we  are  showing  an  increase  of  from  25 
(o  35  per  cent  in  circulation  over  last  year, 
month  by  month.  Some  of  this  is  acci- 
dental, most  of  it  I  think  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  newspapers  and  the  public  find  that 
the  library  is  an  interestinjf  thing  to  talk 
about  and  an  interesting  place  to  go  and 
that  it  has  a  smiling  welcome  for  every- 
body. 

From  a  small  library  of  the  middle 
west: 

Above  all  other  factors  I  place  personal 
contact  with  the  people  of  a  community. 
Our  policy  is  to  become  identified  in  some 
way  with  every^  community  movement,  even 
to  giving  the  time  and  personal  services  of 
the  librarian  in  any  good  cause.  We  see  to 
it  that  almost  every  community  enterprise 
is  worked -out  by  committees  which  meet 
in  the  library  bmldinff.  It  is  important  to 
|[0  out  and  work  with  people,  but  it  is  more 
important  to  bring  the  people  into  the 
library  building.  The  use  of  the  library  is 
then  almost  certain  to  follow. 

From  an  Oklahoma  library : 


1  a  firn 


belie 


as   well   as  oth«_    

think  public  libraries  should  be  built  on 
down  town  streets,  where  attractive  window 
displays  would  attract  the  attention  of  the 
public  to  something  free  for  their  mental 
and   physical   uplift. 

mid  pay  the  state  orKani: 
good. publicity  exper 
library  to  library  and  instruct  \ 
bow  to  reach  the  people. 

— What  is  to  be  done  when  the  library  is 
some  distance  from  the  center  of  the  city, 
so  that  it  is  an  effort  to  people  to  visit  it? 
Also,  when  the  library  building  is  so  im- 
posing and  forbidding  in  aspect,  both  out- 
side and  inside,  with  its  high  granite  steps, 
and  almost  overpowering  marble  interior, 
that  people  are  actually  uncomfortable 
when  they  enter  and  find  they  must  tra- 
verse the  long  mosaic  flooring  to  the  loan 
desk,   each    footfall    lesounding.  .  .  .? 

— How  shall  we  get  the  business  men  to 
"sense"  the  individual,  commercial,  and  civic 
value  of  the  public  library?  The  local  com- 
mercial club  printed  a  poster  called  "Facts 
you  should  know  about  Our  Town."  The 
public    library   was    not    included,   although 


"miles    of   paving"   and   "miles    of   sewer" 
were. 

— Uy  chief  problem  is  the  minds  of  the 
library  committee.  Have  tried  several  ycaA 
to  get  permission  to  print  a  new  edition  of 
a  technical  list.  Meanwhile  several  times 
the  amount  needed  has  been  spent  on  orna- 
mental shrubs. 

I  venture  to  state  the  following  con- 
clusions somewhat  categorically,  because 
there  is  no  time  this  evening  for  any 
other  method: 

1.  There  is  no  magic  or  mystery  aboitt 
library  advertising.  It  is  a  science.  It 
must  be  based  upon  our  stock  in  trade.  It 
must  be  accompanied  by  service. 

2.  There  is  no  hard  and  fast  method  to 
be  followed,  no  fixed  percentage  to  be  spent 
on  publicity.  We  must  each  study  our  con- 
ditions and  lay  out  our  campaign  accord- 
ingly. 

3.  Slate  library  commissions  need  to 
study  and  help  more  with  the  publicity 
problems  of  small  village  libraries.  In 
many  cases.  I  believe,  it  will  be  found  to  be 
a  fundamental  matter  of  librarianship,  to  be 
helped  only  by  training. 

4.  College  and  university  libraries  have 
a  publicity  duty  from  which  they  are  not 
excused  by  their  assured  clientele. 


The  Public  Library  and  War  Prepared- 
ness 

The  public  library  is  doing  its  bit  ui 
helping  the  people  of  Binghampton  iw 
their  patriotism  by  making  itself  a  center 
for  the  activities  which  are  springing  up 
in  answer  to  urgent 'necessity. 

Scarcely  had  the  troops  of  Europe 
completed  their  mobilization  in  the  fall 
of  1914  when  the  Binghampton  public 
library  had  b^^n  its  mobilization  of  an- 
other sort — the  collecting  of  material  to 
withstand  the  siege  of  questions  which 
the  public  soon  sent  battering  against  its 
resources.  The  first  demand  was  for 
maps  and  these  the  library  supplied  in 
several  sizes.  Large  maps  were  backed 
to  lie  on  the  tables  of  the  reading  and 
reference  rooms.  Wall  maps  were  hung 
in  conspicuous  places  and  smaller  maps 
were  circulated.  At  this  time  a  bibliog- 
raphy of  books  which  would  help  in  un- 
derstanding the  crisis  was  published  in 
the  newspapers.  This  article  called 
attention  to  the  histories  of  the  countries 
involved,  their  governments  and  political 
conditions.  The  New  York  Times  then 
began  to  issue  Current  History  of  tht 
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European  War  and  this  was  circulated  as 
a  magazine  the  complete  volumes  being 
bound  later.  The  bulletin  boards  which 
are  used  in  directing  public  interest  and 
sentiment  showed  pictures  of  the  conflict, 
with  the  men  chiefly  concerned.  Books 
on  the  science  of  war,  Bemhardi  and 
Treitschke  became  popular.  Books  of 
biography  of  the  Kaiser  and  his  counsel- 
ors, King  George  and  the  Czar,  together 
with  books  on  the  armies  of  different 
countries  were  shelved  in  the  main  read- 
ing room.  Then  followed  an  enormous 
influx  of  books  on  the  war  itself  as  it  was 
reported  by  men  in  power,  men  in  the 
trenches,  women  in  their  homes  and  in 
the  hospitals — books  of  scientific  value 
and  books  of  human  interest.  When 
America  began  to  rouse  to  its  need,  floods 
of  peace  and  preparedness  propaganda 
came  into  the  library.  After  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  the  bulletin  boards  bore  the 
President's  message,  portraits  of  Wilson, 
Joffre,  Viviani  and  Balfour,  and  biogra- 
phies of  Jofifre  and  contemporary  French 
history.  At  this  time  a  wealth  of  mate- 
rial published  by  the  governments  offi- 
cially, diplomatic  relations,  special  re- 
ports, etc.,  which  had  been  received  from 
time  to  time  were  arranged,  listed  and 
made  ready  for  use.  Then  of  all  the 
needs  the  most  urgent  was  the  demand 
from  citizens  and  school  boys  for  the 
manuals  of  army  and  navy  service.  So 
the  library  obtained  from  the  government 
and  every  other  available  source  precise 
information.  Plattsburg  manual,  Man- 
ual for  the  medical  department  of  the 
U.  S.  army,  Field  engineer  manual. 
Manual  for  army  bakers  are  typical  titles. 
Copies  of  the  textbooks  in  use  in  the  Red 
Cross  classes  were  purchased.  A  booklet 
listing  these  books  is  in  the  process  of 
printing  and  will  be  distributed. 

The  library  celebrated  France  day  and 
honored  the  Foreign  war  missions  by 
flying  beside  its  American  flag  the  tri- 
color, the  Union  Jack  and  the  Italian 
flag.  It  has  for  circulation,  flags  (about 
6  by  10  ft)  of  the  Allies  also  those  of 
Belgium,  Cuba  and  Japan.  There  is  a 
waiting  list  for  their  use  in  patriotic 
meetings,  community  chorus  demonstra- 
tions, etc. 


The  library's  part  in  solving  the  food 
problem  has  consisted  in  the  free  distri- 
bution of  food  and  garden  pamphlets 
issued  by  the  National  Emergency  garden 
commission.  United  States  department  of 
agriculture,  and  Cornell  university. 
About  1000  of  these  have  been  given  out 
In  addition  the  library's  collection  of 
books  on  gardening  has  been  placed  near 
the  delivery  desk  in  a  case  with  a  large 
colored  poster  to  attract  attention.  A 
registration  was  kept  at  the  desk  for  those 
wishing  to  obtain  the  use  of  vacant  lots 
for  gardening,  which  were  distributed  by 
generous  citizens  through  the  activity  of 
one  of  the  womens'  clubs.  Books  on 
canning  and  preserving  are  already  in 
use.  Books  on  food  value,  economy  and 
management,  thrift  and  marketing  are 
available. 

Between  the  reading  room  and  the 
children's  department  two  great  Ameri- 
can flags  hang  as  a  constant  reminder  to 
all  who  enter^ — from  our  foreign  friends 
to  the  tiniest  child— "lest  we  forget."  So 
the  public  library  true  to  its  name  and 
tradition  stands  with  its  Angers  on  the 
pulse  of  national  life. 

E.  Louise  Lauder. 

Public  library,  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
Binningham,  Ala. 

A  War  Service  department  has  been 
created  in  the  Public  library,  Birming- 
ham, Alabama.  It  is  housed  in  the  main 
lobby  at  the  entrance  to  the  circulating 
department  and  is  presided  over  by  the 
reference  librarian.  The  room  has  been 
equipped  with  shelves,  display  cases,  bul- 
letin board  and  a  telephone. 

Books,  pamphlets  and  clippii^s  that 
bear  directly  on  the  war  or  war  work 
have  been  brought  t<^ether  in  this  de- 
partment. On  the  bulletin  board  arc 
maps  showing  the  battle  lines,  a  map 
showing  the  cantonment  sites,  officers' 
training  camps,  aerial  training  camps  and 
various  other  points  interesting  from  a 
military  standpoint;  also  pictures  and 
announcements  of  various  sorts.  The 
spaces  on  the  walls  are  filled  with  re- 
cruiting, red  cross  and  agricultural 
posters. 
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Qualities  and  Training  Necessary  far  a 
Business  Librarian 

I  atn  a  strong  believer  in  proper  train- 
ing for  the  librarian  in  the  business  li- 
brary. Two  years  ago,  when  employed 
as  assistant  under  Miss  Hasse  in  'the 
New  York  public  library,  I  found  that  a 
great  many  readers  who  came  to  the  Eco- 
nomics division  inquired  about  matter 
connected  with  social  work,  I  felt  that 
my  own  efficiency  would  be  greatly  in- 
creased and  my  service  would  be  better 
if  I  secured  first-hand  knowledge  of  so- 
cial work.  I  became  a  visitor  for  one  of 
the  large  charitable  organizations  and  for 
a  year  and  a  half  was  continually  engaged 
in  work  with  the  New  York  City  poor. 
This  I  found  most  helpful  to  me  in  my 
service  at  the  library.  I  brushed  up  my 
foreign  languages  and  learned  to  use 
French,  German  and  Spanish  readily, 
and  even  gained  a  smattering  of  Italian. 
Occupational  disease  and  sanitation, 
housing,  minimum  wage,  thrift,  employ- 
ment,—all  these  problems  that  I  ran 
across,  in  my  daily  activity  brought  home 
more  closely  the  work  in  the  Economics 
division.  The  books  were  no  longer  dead 
matter ;  they  spoke  of  living,  vital  prob- 
lems to  me. 

Last  winter,  when  the  war  was  getting 
nearer  to  us,  questions  in  the  Economics 
division  turned  more  and  more  to  war 
and  particularly  to  the  financial  side  of 
^e  straggle.  After  consulting  with  Miss 
Hasse,  who  has  won  over  more  business 
men  to  the  library  than  any  other  per- 
son in  New  York  City  today  and  who, 
to  my  mind,  is  one  of  our  greatest  teach- 
ers of  library  science,  I  went  to  work 
with  a  great  banking  house  in  Wall  street. 
I  learned  the  meaning  and  language  of 
statistics,  foreign  exchange  and  trade, 
and  the  interrelations  of  history,  politics 
and  economics.  The  material  in  the  Eco- 
nomics division  came  to  mean  more  and 
more  to  me;  with  the  increase  in  my 
own  knowledge,  my  efficiency  as  an  as- 
sistant in  the  division  increased.  I  attrib- 
ute my  position  today  as  the  librarian  of 
the  greatest  oi^nization  of  business  men 


this  cotmtry  has  yet  seen,  to  my  training 
and  preparation  through  actual  contact 
with  business  and  economic  problems. 

While  I  believe  strongly  in  the  library 
school,  its  teaching  today  is  not  fitted  for 
the  librarian  in  business.  Its  training  is 
too  formal,  it  is  too  much  hemmed  in  by 
rules,  it  lacks  teachers  that  inspire,  that 
help  to  build  individuality  and  self-re- 
liance. The  successful  business  man  is 
always  a  pioneer;  he  is  forever  blazing 
a  new  trail.  How  many  librarians  have 
the  courage  to  depart  from  the  orthodox 
systems  of  classification  and  work  out 
a  system  for  themselves?  How  often  do 
we  find  a  catalog,  that  boon  of  the  li- 
brarian, the  bane  of  the  business  man! 
The  more  I  have  seen  of  special  libraries, 
the  more  I  have  been  convinced  that  the 
library  school  today  is  out  of  touch  with 
their  needs.  It  has  tended  to  uproot  in- 
dividuality and  build  up  a  scholasticism 
that  is  most  alien  to  efficient,  useful  work. 
The  law  of  natural  selection  should 
work  out.  as  well  in  libraries  as  it  does 
in  nature.  Each  librarian  should  famil- 
iarize himself  with  the  peculiarities  o£ 
his  own  field,  know  how  to  and  make  his; 
own  classification,  and  plan  his  library 
as  his  employer  plans  his  business.  The 
banker  does  not  follow  the  method  o£ 
the  chemist,  nor  does  the  fire  insurance 
company  follow  the  ways  of  the  steel 
corporation.  Each  has  a  problem  of  its 
own.  Each  seeks  out  the  means  by  which 
it  can,  with  the  least  labor  and  expense, 
best  function  and  survive.  The  method 
of  Stone  and  Webster  will  not  fit  the  li- 
brary of  the  Bureau  of  Railway  Econom- 
ics, nor  will  the  system  of  the  National 
City  Bank  of  New  York  answer  in  the 
Insurance  Library  Association  of  Boston. 
How  many  special  librarians  work  out 
their  problems  with  the  same  care  that 
the  business  man  does  ?  Do  you  not  too 
often  find  the  special  library  a  replica  of 
the  public  library,  where  the  librarian  has 
carefully  duplicated,  only  in  a  smaller 
way,  what  he  has  seen  at  the  public  li- 
brary? If  you  were  desirous  of  keeping 
a  canary,  would  you  build  a  penitentiary 
in  steel  and  masonry?  Would  you  set  a 
beehive  on  the  foundations  of  a  sky- 
scraper?   Yet  is  not  the  special  librariait 
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too  often  ot^anizing  a  department  store, 
when  he  should  be  planning  a  specialty 
shop? 

Recently  Miss  Hasse  has  been  advo- 
cating a  closer  relation  between  'he  pub- 
lic library  and  the  business  man.  The 
library,  she  urges,  is  a  public  utility,  not 
A  futility.  In  service  and  efficiency  it 
should  be  a  leader  in  the  community.  It 
should  be  a  living  organism,  not  a 
morgue.  But  the  public  library  today  is 
often  out  of  touch  with  the  problems  that 
confront  the  business  man.  More  and 
more  the  business  man  is  coming  to  rely 
on  his  own  special  library.  Wherever 
the  librarian  is  doing  his  work  well,  the 
library  has  become  a  partner  in  the  busi- 
ness. The  special  library  today  entails 
specialized  training  and  speciahzed 
loiowledge.  It  calls  for  individuality, 
for  initiative,  for  forcefulness,  for  a 
higher  type  of  ability  and  leadership  than 
the  public  library.  It  calls  for  modem 
training  in  a  modem  way ;  training  which 
the  library  school  does  not  give  because 
it  does  not  understand  the  business  man, 
because  it  lacks  the  teacher  and  teaching 
— training  which  comes  only  from  a  real 
comprehension  of  business  problems  built 
upon  a  sound  theoretical  knowledge  of 
economics. 

The  public  library  today  is  in  the  me- 
■chanical,  the  architectural  stage.  More 
attrition  is  paid  to  fine  buildings,  to  me- 
chanical appliances,  to  outward  form 
than  to  inward  thought.  This  mechani- 
cal trend  has  tended  to  make  of  the  pub- 
lic librarian  an  automaton.  The  library 
school,  often  connected  with  the  public 
library,  and  generally  drawing  its  staff 
from  those  with  public  library  experi- 
ence, has  followed  this  trend  for  the  me- 
chanical, the  automatic.  But  the  business 
librarian  must  be  alert,  must  be  aggress- 
3ve,  whether  he  has  a  10  by  12  room  in  a 
"basement,  or  a  nest  in  the  top  of  a  sky- 
■scraper.  It  is  work,  effort  toward  a  defi- 
nite goal,  thought  directed  to  the  impor- 
tant problem,  a  feeling  that  the  business 
■depends  as  much  on  him  as  it  does  upon 
any  of  the  executives,  that  gives  always 
that  joyous,  forceful  air  to  his  library. 
The  business  librarian  is  a  whole  public 


library  staff  in  himself, — administrator, 
head  cataloger,  chief  of  the  order  divi- 
sion, of  the  circulating  department. 
What  does  the  library  school  offer  to 
him,  to  fit  him  for  his  work  ?  Glance  at 
the  list  of  courses  in  any  of  the  library 
school  ca  tallies  and  read  the  answer 
for  yourself.  How  many  library  schools 
who  admit  students  without  college  train- 
i"gi  give  even  an  elementary  course  in 
economics,  so  essential  in  any  kind  of 
work,  whether  in  the  library  or  not? 

The  library  school  is  a  good  institu- 
tion but  it  is  marking  time.  It  needs  air. 
It  needs  to  be  modernized.  It  must  re- 
spond to  the  call  of  the  present. 

J.  H.  Friedel. 
*     *     * 

I  wish  to  comment  on  Mr.  Friedel's 
letter;  for  I  have  been  for  several  years 
one  of  the  group  which  has  promoted  the 
business  library  and  the  special  library 
ideas,  and  I  would  greatly  regret  to  have 
the  opinion  go  abroad  that  I  am  in  sym- 
pathy with  what  Mr.  Friedel  says. 

With  the  spread  of  the  special  library 
idea  has  come  a  group  of  catch  words 
and  phrases  such  as  almost  always  ac- 
company the  eager  acceptance  of  a  new 
cult. 

In  Denver,  nearly  25  years  ago,  when 
I  was  engaged  in  school  work  as  well  as 
work  in  a  library,  the  kindergarten  idea 
was  quite  at  the  head  of  the  ever-chang- 
ing procession  of  educational  methods. 
Denver  was  one  of  the  first  large  cities 
to  add  the  kindergarten  to  its  schools  in 
a  wholesale  way.  I  knew  many  of  the 
kindergarten  teachers  quite  intimately, 
and  I  then  noted  for  the  first  time  the 
danger  which  threatens  the  apostles  of 
a  new  doctrine.  The  danger  is  that  the 
new  doctrine,  especially  if  it  is  fairly 
popular,  will  breed  in  its  followers  a  cer- 
tain conceit  of  knowledge,  a  rather 
marked  disdain  toward  the  older  body  of 
doctrine  form  which  the  new  doctrine 
sprang,  and  give  birth  to  a  set  of  words 
and  phrases — a  sort  of  esoteric  lingo — 
the  use  of  which  by  the  new  disciples 
arouses  in  them  an  agreeable  sense  of 
separateness  and  a  mild  hypnosis  of  su- 
periority.    Well,  I  could  give  yoa  ex- 
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amples  of  the  lofty  vocabulary  of  those 
Kindergarten  teachers,  young,  alert, 
slightly  educated  and  pedagogically 
equtpfNEd  with  the  rudiments  of  a  new 
and  popular — and  in  essence  most  admir- 
able—educational doctrine,  using  their 
gift  of  a  new  tongue  to  confound  their 
uninitiated  colleagues.  But  it  is  quite  un- 
necessary to  do  that,  I  mention  these 
accompaniments  of  one  new  cult  only  to 
illustrate  the  dangers  that  lie  in  wait  for 
us  proponents  of  a  new  and  rather  popu- 
lar notion  in  library  work,  that  of  the 
special  or  business  library.  And  I  am 
sure  that  Mr.  Friedel  will  pardon  me, 
being  one  who  has  tried  quite  hard  to 
forward  this  novelty  in  book  and  print 
administration,  if  I  tell  him  that  he  seems 
to  have  been  temporarily  overcome  by 
the  dangers  I  speak  of.  He  writes  as 
though  he  thought  the  mission  of  the 
special  librarian  is  to  do  things  which 
the  old  type  of  librarian  never  heard  of ; 
as  though  that  mission  demanded  for  its 
proper  performance  an  equipnient  of 
knowledge,  experience  and  training 
which  the  schools  have  never  heard  of, 
or  do  not  approve,  or  look  upon  as  non- 


The  autobiographic  details  which  Mr. 
Friedel  gives  us  admirably  illuminate  his 
thought.  He  has  been  fortunate  enough 
to  be  able  to  equip  himself  with  a  certain 
armamentum  of  experience  and  learn- 
ing, and  to  him, — being  apparently  quite 
successful  in  his  work, — it  appears  ob- 
vious that  the  schools,  and  especially  the 
library  schools,  should  equip  their  stu- 
dents in  like  manner.  In  making  this 
suggestion  I  fear  Mr.  Friedel  forgets 
that  a  library  school's  year  is  about  nine 
months  Ion|;  and  that  much  of  that  time 
must  be  given  to  the  elements  of  the 
technique  of  the  mastery  of  things  in 
print.  Also  he  forgets,  I  fear,  that  to 
acquire  the  patter  of  modem  uplift  work, 
of  surveys,  statistics,  finance  and  com- 
merce, is  no  long  task  and,  while  well 
worth  the  labor  for  every  librarian,  is 
not  something  which,  when  acquired, 
makes  one  an  expert.  I  recall,  for  ex- 
ample, that  many  years  ago  I  cdiserved 
with  great  interest  the  domestic  manners 
and  Uie  mental  equipment  of  a  group  of 


Ute  Indians;  but  if  this  gave  me  the 
sensation  of  a  trained  ethnologist  those 
sensations  soon  left  me  I 

The  fact  is  that  to  be  a  special  libra- 
rian is  not  to  be  a  hi^  priest  or  to  per- 
form any  sacred  and  secret  rites;  nor 
does  being  a  good  special  librarian,  how- 
ever successful,  lead  a  discriminatii^ 
person  to  feel  that  he  or  she  is  in  any 
sense  superior  to  a  good  librarian  of  any 
other  kind. 

A  moment's  sober  thinking  will  con- 
vince all  of  you  that  the  art  of  being  a 
special  librarian  is  not  so  new,  modem, 
recondite,  peculiar,  difficult  or  extraor- 
dinary as  to  demand  for  its  successful 
practice,  for  any  very  special  training 
over  and  above  that  included  in  a  good 
general  education,  abundant,  open-eyed 
experience  and  a  course  in  a  standard 
library  school.  Also  you  can  easily  see 
that  success  in  a  special  library  does  not 
give  one  occasion  for  looking  down  on 
librarians  of  the  ordinary,  all-around 
kind. 

And,  once  again,  you  can  see  how  easy 
it  is  for  the  enthusiastic  practitioner  of 
a  new  branch  of  an  old  art,' having  ac- 
quired the  novel  patter  of  the  new  art, 
to  use  that  patter  to  hypnotize  himself 
and  his  colleagues  into  thinking  that  he 
and  they  have  discovered  a  new  Pacific 
and  that  their  eyes  have  been  specially 
annointed  to  see  its  wonders. 

I  have  found  fault  with  library 
schools :  but  largely  for  the  same  reasons 
that  I  now  find  fault  with  self-entranced 
special  librarians  because  they  pranced 
about  the  library  field  and  thought  they 
were  the  whole  library  circus,  being  in 
fact  merely  fresh  and  young  and  not 
broken  to  harness.  As  to  their  being  too 
scholastic,  as  Mr,  Friedel  puts  it — that 
is  a  charge  which  will  amuse  for  many  a 
day.  If  scholasticism  has  crept  into 
Pratt,  then  cither  my  many  years  ac- 
quaintance with  Miss  Rathbone, — to 
mention  a  library  school  manager  who 
happens  to  be  present,^has  misled  me 
greatly  as  to  her  aims,  or  I  never  learned 
the  meaning  of  the  word !  It  is  doubt- 
ful if  Mr.  Friedel  has  acquired  a  mass, 
of  peculiar  and  high-powered  knowledge 
about  the  world,  or  if  the  special  libra^ 
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is  a  peculiar  and  sacro-sanct  institution, 
— very  doubtful.  It  would  be  nearer  the 
truth  to  say  that  out  of  the  great  stream 
of  print  which  the  general  librarian  tries 
to  master  and  guide,  a  small  part  has 
been  found  of  special  value  to  certain 
workers  in  certain  special  fields.  These 
small  ponds,  or  rivulets,  or  outflows  from 
the  great  stream,  the  special  librarian 
tries  to  make  of  very  special  utility  by  a 
very  intensive  administration  thereof. 
For  this  he  is  given, — if  he  is  fortunate, 
— time,  money  and  apparatus.  For  this 
he  also  has, — if  he  is  fortunate, — an 
equipment  of  wide  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience in  a  general  library,  plus  a 
year's  intensive  study  in  a  library  school. 
That  seems  to  be  a  fair  statement  of  the 
case.  In  the  light  of  that  statement  let 
me  once  more  warn  you  against  develop- 
ing the  theory  that  being  a  special  libra- 
rian makes  one  a  specialist  in  anything; 
and  also  let  me  remind  you  that  the  great 
specialists  are  few  and  that  the  habit  of 
dubbing  one's  self  a  specialist  is  a  habit 
that  greatly  fosters  unwarranted  pre- 
tensions, 

John  Cotton  Dana. 


Exchange  of  Service 
Why  cannot  the  idea  of  the  exchange 
professorship  be  extended  to  libraries? 
There  would  be  several  advantages  and 
the  disadvantages  which  might  come  to 
mind  can  more  than  be  met  in  argument 
by  the  overweight  of  experience  and 
vision  which  would  be  acquired.  Indeed, 
the  thought  conveyed  by  the  word  dis- 
advantage resolves  itself  into  the  idea  of 
personal  inconvenience  which  need  not 
be  considered  of  great  importance  as  far 
as  argument  is  concerned.  Those  who 
have  a  pet  vacation  spot  or  a  cosy  and 
COTnfortable  boarding  place  or  any  other 
hobby,  might  be  disinclined  to  move  their 
household  goods  to  strange  environment, 
but  if  we  as  Americans  have  any  claims 
to  our  boasted  adaptability,  librarians 
should  be  as  flexible  as  other  persons.  It 
is  true  that  from  the  very  fact  that  we 
have  so  many  demands  and  such  varied 
interests,  we  are  less  likely  to  "get  in  a 
rut"  or  "go  stale"  than  is  the  case  in  some 
lines  of  work,  but  at  the  same  time,  ojqKir- 


tunity  for  some  new  viewpoints  would 
be  provided  by  such  a  plan  which  would 
add  new  interest  to  the  profession.  .  It  is 
not  advocated  that  this  plan  should  be 
generally  pursued  and  that  every  restless 
spirit  who  is  seized  with  wattderiust 
should  be  permitted  to  indulge  his  or  her 
whims.  Rather  that  such  exchanges  be 
made  after  a  definite  term  of  service  in 
one  place.  There  will  always  be  those 
also  who  have  home  cares  and  respona- 
bilities  which  prevent  them  from  leaving 
their  positions  for  more  than  a  brief 
time.  Any  general  plan  can  have  exer- 
tions. 

The  advantages  naturally  divide  them- 
selves into  two  classes,  professional  and 
climatic  and  environmental.  No  matter 
what  the  preferences,  enthusiasms,  or 
successes  of  the  library  worker  arc,  con- 
tact with  other  than  the  accustomed  pub- 
lic, administration  problems  either  of 
entire  library  or  department,  knowledge 
of  varying  types  of  inhabitants  and  their 
characteristics,  local  history,  accommoda- 
tion to  limited  income'  when  a  more  gen- 
erous one  has  been  allowed — all  these 
and  many  more  items  can  be  brought  to 
mind  which  would  give  a  breadth  of 
view  and  a  wider  professional  experience 
to  the  worker.  New  ideas  in  reference, 
circulation  and  children's  departments 
would  be  gained  and  added  to  the  general 
equipment  of  the  exchange  worker.  Nor 
would  the  knowledge  gained  in  many 
cases  be  any  greater  than  that  con- 
tributed. Extreme  types  of  libraries 
might  be  benefited  by  an  infusion  of 
spirit  from  each  other,  so  that  a  tinge 
of  conservatism  would  be  added  to  the 
loosely  constructed  fabric  of  administra- 
tion and  the  "dry  bones"  of  some  of  the 
ultra-conservative  would  take  on  new 
life. 

The  climatic  and  environmental  advan- 
tages are  equally  important  and  perhaps 
more  numerous.  At  the  Mackinac  con- 
ference the  need  of  recreation  for  libra- 
rians was  discussed  and  some  one  even 
dared  to  suggest  a  sabbatical  year.  Noth- 
ing has  come  of  the  latter  idea,  as  there 
are  few  library  boards  with  either  the 
inclination  or  the  funds  to  permit  such  a 
riot  of  rest  and  change  for  their  library 
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employees.  Even  if  inclination  were 
present  in  their  hearts  and  money  in 
their  treasuries,  most  cities  prohibit  l^ 
ordinance  the  payment  of  money  to  any- 
one, except  for  service  actually  rendered, 
and  rightly  so.  Therefore,  the  sabbatical 
year  with  pay  is  next  to  an  impossibility 
for  the  workers  employed  by  city,  state, 
or  nation,  and  the  result  is  that  a  year's 
rest  would  be  taken  at  an  enforced  loss 
of  salary,  which  few  can  afford. 

If  a  worker  in  Florida,  New  Orleans, 
southern  California,  or  any  of  our  semi- 
tropical  sections  of  country  feels  the 
need  of  one  cold  winter  to  set  her  blood 
dng^Iing  and  stimulate  her  energies,  why 
not  give  her  a  season  in  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
apohs,  Milwaukee — even  Cleveland  or 
Pittsburgh?  A  librarian  in  one  of  our 
northwestern  coast  cities  expressed  her- 
feelings  thus:  "I  have  worked  so  long  in 
this  mild,  moist  climate  that  I  long  for  a 
winter  such  as  I  used  to  know,  with  the 
snow  stinging  my  face  and  the  cold  such 
that  I  must  hurry  my  homeward  walk  to 
keep  my  blood  in  circulation  and  myself 
warm.  And  yet  she  could  not  afford  to 
spend  a  winter  in  another  city  unless  she 
coutd  have  employment.  Those  tired  of 
long,  cold  winters  would  find  a  welcome 
change  in  the  genial  lands  of  sunshine 
which  our  country  affords.  Then  there 
are  the  dwellers  in  high  and  low  altitudes. 
Why  cannot  the  sea-coast  people  have  the 
exhilaration  of  the  mountains  and  the 
mountain  people  have  the  relaxation  of 
the  sea?  We  have  such  a  variety  of  cli- 
mate, that  anyone  wanting  or  needing  a 
change  could  find  somewhere  what  she 
wants. 

Environment  is  equally  important  if 
we  arc  to  know  the  people  of  our  own 
country.  It  is  trite  to  say  that  we  are 
one  nation,  but  some  do  not  realize  it 
either  in  spirit  or  in  fact,  as  there  has 
never  been  any  point  of  contact.  Not 
only  should  East  meet  West,  but  North 
should  meet  South,  every  one  in  a  spirit 
of  receptive  sympathy.  How  much  more 
understanding  of  mind  and  heart  would 
we  gain  if  we  could  live  among,  know 
and  adapt  ourselves  to  a  different  type  of 
population  than  that  in  our  own  city  or  a 
^pe  of  people  which  we  know  best.    The 


real  value  of  such  contact  would  be  tre- 
mendous. 

Such  a  plan  would  not  be  advisable, 
perhaps,  for  all  employees.  It  might  be 
limited  to  head  librarians  and  heads  of 
departments,  with  special  consideration 
for  other  cases.  In  many  cities,  civil 
service  ordinances  would  hamper,  if  not 
prevent,  an  exchange  of  employees.  It 
need  not  be  confined  to  public  libraries. 
Why  shouldn't  a  reference  librarian 
have  experience  in  a  commission  office, 
a  state  organizer  be  temporarily  a  cata- 
loger,  or  a  training- class  instructor  do 
reference  work? 

Fear  that  organization  of  staff  would 
be  disrupted  to  any  great  extent  need  not 
be  entertained  seriously.  Not  a  great 
number  would  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  at  any  one  given  time  and  the 
entire  control  of  the  matter  would  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  librarian  and  trustees 
anyway.  Many  would  find  it  personally 
inconvenient  and  there  are  also  many 
souls  too  timid  or  too  conventional  to 
take  the  plunge.  Why  is  it  not  possible, 
however,  for  those  who  would  like  to 
have  a  broader  experience? 

Rena  Reese. 

Public  library,  Denver,  Col. 


First  County  Library  in  Michigan 
Dear  Public  Libraries  : 

I  wonder  if  you  will  be  interested  in  a 
bit  of  news  which  is  giving  us  great  sat- 
isfaction here?  Perhaps  you  already 
know  that  our  State  legislature  at  its  last 
session  passed  a  County  library  bill  ?  The 
M.  L.  A,  had  been  petitioning  and  work- 
ing for  this  for  over  six  years. 

Yesterday  our  county  supervisors 
voted  unanimously  to  give  a  part  of  the 
county  taxes  towards  die  support  of  this 
library,  which,  with  this  amount  will  be 
enabled  to  ♦ake  up  the  work.  So  to-day 
we  are  rejoicing  over  the  honor  of  being 
the  first  County  library  in  Michigan. 
Yours  very  truly, 
Katheryne  Sleneau. 

Public  library.  Port  Huron,  Mich. 


How    much    finer    to   build    than    to 
wreck,  to  boost  than  to  bang. 
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A  BAistaken  Judgment 

Editor  of  Public  Libraries  : 

May  I  call  attention  through  P.  L,  to 
an  article  by  Miss  Adelaide  R.  Hasse 
in  the  October  number  of  The  Journal 
of  the  Associaiion  of  Collegiate  Alum- 
nae which,  I  am  sure,  conveys  an  en- 
tirely erroneous  idea  of  library  school 
graduates,  and  of  library  work  as  a 
whole,  to  the  readers  of  this  magazine? 

In  the  opening  paragraph,  Miss  Hasse 
says,  "My  convictions  do  not  happen  to 
coincide  with  those  of  the  majority  of 
my  colleagues" ;  which  is  very  true,  and 
I  will  not  argue  this  point  with  her. 

Next,  the  writer  states,  "The  gradu- 
ates of  the  library  schools  of  today,  I 
maintain,  stop  learning  when  they  leave 
school.  I  am  speaking  of  the  average, 
of  course.  To  attend  lectures,  even  to 
pass  an  examination,  does  not  necessar- 
ily imply  the  possession  of  a  learning 
mind.  A  learning  mind  is  what  every 
library  worker  should  have."  Such  re- 
marks only  further  tend  to  make  our  pro- 
fession quite  misunderstood,  and  cer- 
tainly there  is  already  plenty  of  misun- 
derstanding of  library  work  on  the  part 
of  the  layman,  as  it  is.  These  remarks 
are  not  fair  to  librarians  in  general.  To 
say  that  the  average  librarian  stops  learn- 
ing when  she  leaves  library  school,  is,  in 
my  estimation,  perfectly  prepo.sterous. 
There  are  exceptions,  of  course,  and 
these  Miss  Hasse  must  be  thinking  of, 
but  I  heartily  disagree  with  her  when 
she  says  the  average.  For  most  modem 
librarians  realize  that  unless  they  are 
constantly  learning,  their  libraries  will 
not  be  giving  the  right  kind  of  service, 
and  neither  will  their  libraries  be  taking 
their  rightful  places  in  the  community. 
And  from  a  purely  selfish  standpoint,  in 
a  profession  that  is  constantly  being  add- 
ed to  by  clever,  capable  library  school 
graduates  (and  others  who  are  not)  most 
librarians  realize  that  unless  they  are  on 
the  alert  to  learn,  unless  they  have  con- 
stantly the  open  mind,  they  will  very 
quickly  be  superseded. 

Miss  Hasse  lauds  the  Government  re- 
ports and  seems  to  think  that  Uncle  Sam 
gets  every  cent's  worth  of  his  money  in- 


vested there,  and  that  the  taxpayers  of 
the  public  library  do  not.  She  states  that 
the  administration  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment in  the  year  1915  cost  the  Govern- 
ment but  $8^,715;  while  the  salary  roll 
of  the  New  York  public  library  for  1915 
was  $844,468.  "Why  is  it,"  she  asks, 
"That  the  same  amount  of  money  which 
produces  such  tremendous  results  in  the 
Government  Bureaus  produces  such  piti- 
fully neglible  results  when  spent  for  pub- 
lic libraries?"  Now  I  venture  to  assert 
that  the  work  accomplished  by  the  New 
York  public  library  staff  in  1915,  while 
it  did  not  compare  in  quality  with  the 
work  of  the  Navy  department,  more  than 
held  its  own  in  quantity. 

Quoting  from  the  article  again,  "The 
inspirational  reaction  is  almost  entirely 
absent.  With  one  or  two  exceptions,  I 
do  not  remember  any  unusual  work  be- 
ing done  by  hbrary  school  graduates. 
But  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  an  occupa- 
tion sought  by  the  great  majority  of  those 
engaged  in  it  as  a  refuge  rather  than  as 
a  career,  could  be  other  than  the  grave 
it  is."  Miss  Hasse  is  evidently  not  fa- 
miliar with  library  work  and  workers  in 
general  and  certainly  not  in  the  Middle 
West  (and  I  do  not  feel  that  I  am  get- 
ting personal  when  I  speak  of  the  Mid- 
dle West,  for  I  have  been  here  but  a 
short  time)  where  there  are  many  live 
and  very  much  alert  library  school  gradu- 
ates that  have  been  for  years  making 
their  libraries  a  real  and  vital  force  in 
their  communities.  Moreover  they  are 
doing  unusual  work,  and  the  inspirational 
reaction  is  not,  by  any  means,  absent. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  just 
how  and  where  Miss  Hasse  met  her  spe- 
cimens from  which  she  draws  her  con- 
clusions. As  one  follows  her  associa- 
tions and  connections  with  library  work- 
ers one  cannot  help  wondering.  Miss 
Hasse  does  know  Public  Documents. 
Does  she  know  human  documents  as 
well? 

The  library  schools  of  the  day  should 
not  be  criticized  for  not  preparing  spe- 
cialists instead  of  general  public  library 
workers.  They  do  not  claim  to  do  this : 
the  making  of  specialists  is  an  after  de- 
velopment, and  probably  some  day  in  the 
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future  a  graduate  school  for  the  training 
of  specialists  will  be  endowed. 

In  the  meantime  I  hold  a  brief  for  the 
library  school  graduate  of  today — that 
the  averj^c  are  of  a  learning  mind,  con- 
stantly on  the  alert,  and  constantly  pro- 
gressing and  making  their  work  and  their 
libraries  of  real  effective  service  to  the 
people,  Alhira  R.  Wilcox. 


A.  It,  A.  Red  Cross  Ambulance  Fund 

At  the  Louisville  conference  of  the  A. 
L,  A.  it  was  proposed  at  one  of  the  gen- 
eral meetings  that  the  members  of  the 
association,  as  an  immediate  evidence  of 
their  earnest  desire  to  do  their  "bit,"  sub- 
scribe to  an  ambulance  fun  for  an  A.  L. 
A.  Red  Cross  ambulance.  The  proposal 
met  with  warm  response  and  a  number 
present  subscribed  or  gave  at  once.  The 
undersigned  was  requested  by  the  associ- 
ation to  take  charge  of  all  arrangements 
connected  with  this  fund.  All  effort  to 
solicit  further  subscriptions  was  tempo- 
rarily abandoned  while  the  million-dollar 
drive  for  books  was  under  way.  Will  all 
who  now  feel  so  inclined,  therefore,  send 
in  their  contributions  as  soon  as  conven- 
ient? 

As  a  report  of  prt^ess,  the  chairman 
presents  tiie  following  letter,  the  latest 
received  from  the  American  Red  Cross 
at  Washington,  in  response  to  inquiries 
made  because  of  certain  rumors  which  it 
was  desired  to  verify : 

August  8. 1917. 
Dear  Miss  Hitchler: 

The  entire  question  of  ambultnces  here  in 
Washington  has  just  been  turned  over  to 
me  and  your  letter  of  July  16  has  been  called 
to  my  attention. 

We  arc  not  yet  able  to  send  Ford  ambu- 
lances to  France,  but  we  have,  however, 
several  other  uses  for  money  intended  for 
the  ambulance  service.  Several  of  our  base 
hospitals  need  ambulances  of  the  larger 
type,  that  is  a  G.  M.  C.  three-quarter  (>j) 
ton  truck  chassis  with  regulation  United 
States  Arm^  ambulance  body.  This  costs 
now  approximately  $1,900  delivered  to  the 
hospital  here.  These  will  be  shipped  to 
France  for  service  with  the  United  States 
troops  and  it  seems  to  me  a  very  fitting  use 
for  ambulance  money.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  Medical  corps  of  the  United  States  army 
are  very  anxious  to  receive  gifts  of  ambu- 
lances through  us,  preferably  of  the  larger 


type.  One  of  the  most  pressing  needs, 
however,  is  for  kitchen  trailers  for  use  with 
the  ambulance  companies  for  service  in 
France.  Each  section  requires  a  kitchen 
trailer.  These  cost  $725  apiece  delivered  in 
New  York  and  we  require  immediately 
about  100  of  them. 

If  you  raise  money  for  any  of  the  above 
purposes  there  will  be  no  expense  keeping 
them  up  as  they  are  turned  over  to  the 
United  States  Government  and  all  up-keep 
charges  are  taken  care  of.  May  I  suggest 
that  since  it  will  probably  take  some  time 
to  conduct  a  campaign  to  raise  money  that 
you  keep  it  as  general  as  possible?  The 
ambulance  situation,  of  course,  changes 
from  day  to  day  and  it  might  be  that  by 
the  time  you  have  raised  your  money,  we 
can  send  an  ambulance  to  France.  Russia, 
Italy  or  Greece.  In  other  words,  we  would 
definitely  prefer  to  have  you  raise  the 
money  for  ambulance  purposes  in  general 
so  that  we  may  use  the  funds  when  they 
become  available  for  whatever  purpose 
seems  most  necessary  at  the  time.  I  realize 
that  it  is  much  easier  to  raise  money  for 
specific  purposes,  but  I  feel  quite  sure  that 
if  you  will  explain  the  situation,  you  will  be 
able  to  raise  the  money  as  I  suggest. 

I  hope  that  you  will  pardon  these  sug- 
gestions on  my  part,  but  it  really  seems  to 
me  that  this  is  the  best  outlet  at  present  for 
funds  which  are  intended  for  ambulance 
purposes.  Let  me  express  our  deep  appre- 
ciation of  your  patriotic  interest  and  the 
hope  that  you  will  see  fit  to  send  us  some 
money  with  which  to  purchase  either  one 
of  these  large  ambulances  or  a  kitchen 
trailer. 

Yours  very  truly. 

Wells  Blamchasd, 
Department  of  Military  Relief, 

Assistant  Director  General. 

Including  the  one  gift  of  $500,  a  total 
of  $850  has  been  received  thus  far. 

As  it  is  practically  impossible  to  keep 
the  various  subscribers  informed  of  every 
step  taken,  and  freedom  of  action  is  im- 
perative if  results  are  to  be  attained,  the 
chairman,  unless  otherwise  instructed, 
will  assume  that  all  contributions  may  be 
used  in  a  manner  deemed  best  by  her, 
after  careful  consideration  and  consulta- 
tion with  experts. 

Just  two  questions:  Does  anyone  want 
his  contribution  returned?  May  I  go 
ahead?  Any  suggestions  will  be  grate- 
fully received  by 

Theresa  Hitchler, 
Chairman. 

26  Brevoort  place,  Brookl)^. 
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*Helpit^;  to  Conserve  I<abor 
We  hear  and  read  much  about  the 
necessity  of  conservation  in  many  direc- 
tions, that  it  is  important  now  to  forego 
certain  privileges  and  prerogatives  en- 
joyed under  normal  conditions  in  times 
of  peace.  For  example,  the  National 
Council  of  Defence  has  issued  certain  re- 
strictions upon  the  express  companies 
with  regard  to  the  hours  within  which 
they  shall  make  collections.  The  council 
also  suggested  to  the  large  retail  mer- 
chants that  their  deliveries  to  customers 
be  curtailed  so  far  as  might  be  found 
practicable.  Similar  restrictions  and  cur- 
tailments have  been  recommended  and 
put  into  practice  in  other  fields,  all  to  re- 
lieve the  labor  shortage  caused  by  the 
withdrawal  of  the  thousands  of  young 
men  answering  the  army  draft  and  the 
call  to  arms. 

That  the  librarians  of  the  country  are 
in  hearty  accord  with  the  general  efforts 
at  conservation  is  evidenced  by  their  co- 
operation with  the  A.  L.  A.  in  its  various 
plans  to  help  the  country  and  the  sol- 
diers in  the  present  crisis.  The  book  and 
printing  industries  have  seriously  felt 
the  removal  of  many  trained  young  men, 
and  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult 
to  fill  some  of  the  vacancies.  Every  ef- 
fort is  being  made  to  continue  the  cus- 
tomary services  that  librarians  have 
learned  to  expect  from  the  fully  equipped 
and  well-organized  book  stores,  special- 
izing in  library  business.  As  one  dealer 
advertises,  "Business  is  good,  let  us  keep 
it  so,"  it  is  not  the  intention  or  desire  to 
permit  the  scarcity  of  material  for  clerks, 
checkers  or  order  pickers  to  interfere 
too  much  with  the  shipping  of  goods,  but 
it  has  been  remarked  by  some  of  the 
large  book  concerns  that  quite  a  number 
of  librarians  are  overlooking  at  least  one 
place  where  the  idea  of  labor  conserva- 
tion might  be  put  into  practice. 

By  continuing  to  submil  long  lists  for 
quotations,  the  librarian  calls  for  the 
services  of  a  man  whose  time  might  be 
employed  otherwise.  Perhaps  it  is  not 
generally  realized  that  it  requires  a  whole 


day  to  properly  and  correctfy  prepare  a 
quotation  of  15  to  20  pages  of  miscel- 
laneous titles.  Some  of  the  larger  deal- 
ers ordinarily  employ  three  or  four  "quo- 
tation clerks,"  whose  sole  occupation  is 
to  consult  the  catalogs  and  make  esti- 
mates on  library  lists.  Why  not  help  the 
bookseller  just  a  little  in  solving  his  pres- 
ent labor  problems  by  giving  your  book 
lists  as  outright  orders.  Of  course,  it  is 
important  to  know  that  your  library  re- 
ceives proper  prices  and  discounts,  but 
here  it  is  recommended  that  your  deal- 
ings be  with  a  reputable  and  reliable 
bookseller  who  has  the  confidence  of  the 
librarian  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
handling,  filling  and  proper  pricing  of  li-  ^ 
brary  book  orders.  In  his  excellent  book,  [ 
"The  American  Public  Library,"  Dr 
Bostwick  makes  a  similar  recommenda- 
tion, and  just  at  this  time  it  seems  quite 
desirable  to  fallow  the  suggestion.  It 
has  been  repeatedly  stated  by  several  of 
the  prominent  booksellers  that  the  library 
saves  absolutely  nothing  by  buying  under 
the  bid  method,  because  precisely  the 
same  prices  and  discounts  are  given  by  | 
the  reliable  and  trustworthy  houses  on 
direct  purchases  as  on  quoted  lists.  There 
is,  however,  one  positive  saving,  and  that 
is  the  item  of  time  and  labor,  both  for 
the  librarian  as  well  as  for  the  dealer. 
The  subject  is  deserving  of  some  thought 
and  consideration. 


Books  by  Henry  George 
A  new  edition  of  the  complete  works 
of  Henry  George  is  soon  to  be  issued  by 
The  Public,  now  of  New  York  City.  To 
insure  the  widest  circulation  possible 
The  Public  will  make  a  special  price  to 
libraries  of  not  more  than  $7,  carriage 
paid.  It  is  hoped  to  obtain  a  still  lower 
price  from  the  publishers,  but  the  set 
will  retail  at  $12  when,  it  is  placed  regu< 
larly  on  the  market. 


Exchange  of  Documents 

The  University  of  Oregon  library  has 
among  its  duplicates  a  large  number  of 
State  school  reports  which  it  offers  in 
exchange  account.  There  are  reports 
from  38  states,  Ontario  and  Philippine 
Islands. 
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Civil  Service  Examination 
A  Civil  Service  examination  will  be 
held  December  1,  1917,  for  position  of 
cataloger  in  tiie  Public  library  of  St. 
Paul,  Minnesota.  It  will  be  a  non-as- 
sembled examination  open  to  non-resi- 
dents. Application  should  be  filed  not 
later  than  Nov.  2S.  Further  infonnation 
will  be  given  by  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
missioner, St,  Paul,  Minn. 


As  Others  See  Us 

Henry  R.  Tedder,  Librarian  of  The 
Athenaeum,  London,  writes  to  Dr  F.  P. 
Hill,  chairman  of  the  Finance  commit- 
tee of  the  War  Libraries  campaign,  as 
follows : 

My  heartj  congratnlations  on  the  work 
you  are  doing  for  war  libraries.  ...  I  am 
a  member  of  the  War  Library  council  which 
is  working  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  This  asso- 
ciation has  done  wonders  for  the  men  in  the 
field  as   well   as  in  the   training  camps. 

I  have  been  a  special  constable  for  over 
two  years,  iiy  duties  include  occasional 
work  in  helping  to  keep  the  streets.  This 
morning  I  was  with  others  holding  back  the 
crowds  in  front  of  Buckingham  Palace 
when  the  King  welcomed  the  4,000  Ameri- 
can troops  who  passed  through  London.  A 
very  fine  body  of  men  in  excellent  discip- 
line. America  has  reason  to  be  proud  of 
the  men  she  is  sending  to  Europe. 


Who  Will  Buy? 

Some  library  must  be  interested  in  the 
following  and  make  a  good  offer. 

Dr  Frank  W,  Gunsaulus  of  Chicago 
held  as  his  choicest  possessions  for  many 
years,  the  ori^nal  proof  sheets  of  Men- 
delssohn's "Elijah."  He  has  offered  this 
rare  item  for  auction  to  help  out  the  sol- 
diers' book  fund.  He  also  issues  an  ap- 
peal to  all  owners  of  rare  and  precious 
books  and  manuscripts  to  part  with  one 
of  their  treasures  for  this  purpose. 

The  volume  of  collected  proof  sheets 
of  "Elijah"  bears  the  changes  made  by 
Mendelssohn  and  William  Bartholomew, 
who  wrote  the  English  words  for  the 
oratorio.  It  was  written  with  the  idea 
that  Jennie  Lind  would  sing  the  aria  in 
concert  at  Covent  garden,  London.  The 
voliane  contains  the  autograph  letter  of 
Mendelssohn  introducing  Jennie  Lind  to 
Henry  Chorley,  the  musical  author,  in 
London. 


An  advertisement  of  Summer,  a  new 
novel  by  Edith  Wharton,  sent  out  by  the 
Appleton  Company  last  summer,  had  a 
dissertation  that  must  have  touched  the 
hearts  of  librarians  and  made  them 
zealous  to  duplicate  the  number  of  library 
copies  as  well  as  to  recommend  tHe 
volume  to  would-be  purchasers.  Here 
it  is: 

All  her  life  she  had  longed  for  something 
to  happen,  something  to  break  the  dull 
monotony  of  the  slow  existence  in  the  vil- 
lage where  she  lived.  .  .  .  Must  she 
Ro  on  forever  sitting  alone  in  the  village 
fibrary  where  no  one  ever  came? 

And  again. 

This  story  probably  has  its  counterpart 
in  the  lives  of  thousands  of  American  girls 
living  in  cold,  cruel  cynical  villages. 

How  she  dreams  all  day  in  that  library 
as  the  dust  gathers  thicker  and  thicker  on 
the  untouched  books.  Suddenly  there  ap- 
pears    ... 

of  course,  the  glorious  creature  called 
Man !  and  all  is  changed.  A  suggestion 
for  the  tide  of  the  English  edition :  She 
did  not  advertise ;  or.  Why  librarians  go 
wrong. 

The  advertising  leaflet  states  "This  is 
an  Appleton  book."  'Twas  well  to  make 
it  easy  for  librarians  to  understand  who 
it  is  that  knows  and  appreciates  the  con- 
ditions under  which  they  work.  It.  saves 
time  in  finding  out  who  is  their  friend. 
A  Down  East  Libramak. 


A  notice  from  the  H,  W.  Wilson  Go. 
reads  as  follows: 

We  have  purchased  a  five-story  building 
in  New  York  city,  which  we  shall  occupy 
September  1.  After  that  date  all  mail,  in- 
cluding editorial  copies,  should  be  addressed 
to  958-964  University  (Lind)  avenue.  New 
York   city. 

Free  Gifts 

A  set  of  the  Chicago  Herald  coverii^ 
the  period  of  June  1892-December  1894 
(The  World's  Fair)  is  at  the  service  of 
any  library  in  a  Middle-west  city  that 
would  care  to  have  it, '  Address  Carter 
H.  Fitzhugh,  Lake  Forest,  Illinois. 

A  set  of  Official  Record  of  the  Rebel- 
lion may  be  had  by  any  library  that  has 
use  for  it.  Address  Gordon  W.  Thayer, 
Public  Library,  Geveland,  Ohio. 
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Library  Bureau Publishen 

II.  B.  ARBRR  mtoi 

Subscription $2  a  year 

Five  copies  1o  one  library      -      -      SS  a  year 

Single  numb^ 25  cenia 

Foreign  lubtcriptions     •    -     -     i22b  a  year 

RDlcrcd  UKCond-clua  mmtter  May  17.  IBK.  ■!  the  P«t 

By  the  ruin  of  the  banki  of  Chicuo  an  EicHatite 
cbatie  of  to  ceois  ii  tnadc  on  all  oul-of-town  checki  for 


I  ordered  bothlhi 
ipy  at  the  macazli 


nihil 


louldtteient.    Olhen 

e  of  the  subacrlption  ii  d«<Ted. 
I  fallitir  to  reach  lubacriben,  Ihroucta  lo 
Fill  be  duplicated  without  charre  it  reqn 
ceiwd  within  X  daya  afler  publiiatioi 
Lt  duplicate  copiei  can  be  supplied  ODl: 


Procreaa — Success  has  crowned  the  ef- 
forts to  finance  the  camp  libraries. 
At  this  time  it  is  practically  assured 
that  the  million  dollars  for  a  million 
books  for  a  million  men  has  been  raised. 
The  War  service  committee  at  a  recent 
meeting  requested  Dr  Herbert  Putnam, 
librarian  of  Congress,  to  assume  general 
direction  of  the  work.  As  the  headquar- 
ters, which  will  be  continued  in  Wash- 
ington, will  be  in  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, it  will  be  possible  for  him  to  take 
this  library  service  appropriately  inci- 
dent to  his  regular  office  as  head  of  the 
National  library.  He  will,  however,  have 
under  him  a  salaried  staff.  This  insures 
that  the  work  of  collecting  and  organiz- 
ing the  books  for  the  camp  libraries  will 
be  in  the  hands  of  competent  people  and 
will  be  effectively  and  properly  admin- 
istered. 

A  deplorable  delay— For  years  the  ques- 
tion of  consolidating  the  printing  of  spe- 
cial lists  has  been  discussed  in  A.  L.  A. 
circles  with  little  or  no  results  other  than 


to  give  a  chance  for  talk  that  seems  to        i 
have  led  nowhere. 

At  this  time  the  need  of  such  a  plao 
is  evident  and  pressing.     Everyone  and 
everything  are  urged  to  economize,    "We 
must  economize  if  we  are  to  win   the        ' 
war."     Yet  one  of  the  biggest  leaks  in 
library  work  is  made  by  the  duplication 
over  and  over  again  of  printed  lists  by 
librarians,  associations,  and  commissions. 
Even  the  A.  L,  A.  Publishing  Board  and 
the  Government  are  printing  and  distrib- 
uting some  things  that  could  just  as  well 
wait.    Why  not  make  this  the  occasion  to 
get  together  on  consolidation  of  printed 
matter,  save  the  duplicate  expense,  pool        (^ 
the  savings  and  buy  a  U.  S.  liberty  bond?        f' 
It  would  do  more  good  to  everybody  con- 
cerned and  the  start  on  cooperation  and         I 
consolidation  made  under  stress  and  trial 
might  get  imder  such  headway  and  man- 
agement as  to  be  a  pertnanent  blessing         I 
when  peace  comes  again.    Let's  try  it ! 

Callins  down  the  writera — First,  Den- 
ver, and  now  Pittsfield  and  Lenox. 
Mass.,  have  demanded  that  the  books  of 
certain  authors  who  have  offended  the 
notions  of  the  public  be  excluded  from 
their  public  libraries. 

Denver  thinks  Hamlin  Garland  has 
come  near  to  treason  in  speaking  of  the 
spirit  which  led  his  father  to  enlist  in 
the  army  in  1863  leaving  a  wife  and  chil- 
dren to  run  the  farm,  as  an  "overflow  of 
sentimentality  over  a  striped  silken  rag."  I 
It  does  sound  ^oulish  when  one  thinks 
of  the  times  and  of  the  men  who  made 
the  supreme  sacrifice.  One  cannot  but 
feel  that  further  and  more  drastic  treat- 
ment is  demanded  by  such  an  act. 

Edith  Wharton  has  offended  Western 
Massachusetts  by  picturing  unspeakable 
conditions  as  existing  in  its  hill  commu- 
nities and  the  two  cities  named  sec  so 
strong  a  resemblance  that  they  resent  the 
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implication.  Knowing  nothing  o{  condi- 
tions there,  one  is  not  able  to  Judge.  But 
Mrs  Wharton  is  said  to  have  been  a  trus- 
tee and  benefactor  of  the  Public  library 
of  Lenox  before  taking  up  her  work  in 
France  and  an  injustice  towards  her 
home  town  seems  incompatible  with  her 
sense  of  fair  play.  Another  incident  of 
an  author's  intention  might  be  a  similar 
case  as  the  story  will  show. 

A  query  once  put  to  Mr  E^leston, 
author  of  "Hoosier  schoolmaster,"  as  to 
why  he  chose  Posey  county,  Indiana,  for 
the  setting  of  his  story,  elicited  the  reply 
that  he  chose  the  most  cultured  spot  in 
the  state  that  he  might  not  be  accused  of 
painting  a  real  picture  of  any  community 
or  people  when  he  meant  to  portray  his 
fancy  of  what  might  have  been  true 
somewhere  under  the  pioneer  conditions 
of  the  early  days.  But  the  reverse  of  his 
intentions  stamped  itself  on  the  minds  of 
the  general  public  and  "Hooppole  town- 
ship, Posey  Co.,"  is  a  verity  today  with 
many  of  ^e  unthinking  readers  of  his 
hook. 

If  Mrs  Wharton's  story  is  not  true  of 
the  towns  named,  why  worry?  If  it  is, 
why  not  make  it  speedily  untrue  by  get- 
ting all  the  citizens  to  read  the  story  and 
then  to  act! 

A  wider  critical  tervice  needed— The 
Pacific  Northwest  library  association  has 
a  committee  on  subscription  books,  of 
which  Miss  Cornelia  Marvin,  State  libra- 
rian of  Oregon,  is  chairman.  This  com- 
mittee investigates  the  publication  of  this 
class  of  books  and  sends  mimeographed 
reports  on  them  to  members  of  the  P.  N. 
L.  A.  as  early  as  possible  after  the  books 
appear  on  the  market.  The  comments  are 
sincere,  but  frank.  The  idea  is  to  prevent 
such  a  situation  as  is  recorded  in  one 
of  the  libraries :  "Our  library  has  lately 
bought  a  set  of  Messages  of  the  Presi- 


dents, cost  $81.50,  and  we  have  never 
had  but  $75  a  year  for  our  books." 

The  bulletins  are  well  received  and 
considered  helpful  by  the  librarians. 
Isn't  there  an  idea  here  for  develop- 
ment by  the  A,  L,  A,  Publishing  Board? 

The  A.  L.  A.  might  by  a  committee  of 
both  its  Canadian  and  U.  5.  members 
understanding,  start  a  movement  that 
would  render  invaluable  service. 

The  A.  L.  A.  Booklist  comes  out  in  a 
new  dress,  a  larger  size,  better  qual- 
ity of  material  and  altt^ther  makes 
an  improved  appearance.  The  title  has 
dropped  the  cryptic  letters  A.  L.  A.  and 
simply  stands  in  bold  open  faced  type. 
The  Booklist,  a  Guide  to  the  Best  New 
Books.  The  price  has  not  been  ad- 
vanced and  the  smallest  library  equipped 
with  this  and  Public  Libraries  as  tools 
for  an  enthusiastic  and  intelligent  libra- 
rian, can  render  a  good  account  to  iti 
supporters. 

The  London  Times  has  started  to  issue 
a  special  edition  of  that  paper  for  tiling 
in  reference  libraries,  clubs,  and  other 
places  that  may  wish  to  keep  it  perma- 
nently. A  paper  calculated  to  stand  the 
stress  of  time,  heat,  etc.,  will  be  used  for 
this  special  edition.  A  recent  editorial  in 
the  New  York  Times  calls  attention  to 
the  great  need  of  something  of  this  kind 
being  done  by  the  great  papers  if  the 
historical  records  of  the  present  mo- 
mentous era  are  to  be  preserved. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  a  committee  of 
the  American  library  association  work- 
ing under  the  direction  of  Mr  Cedric 
Chivcrs  and  Dr  F.  P.  Hill  of  Brooklyn 
was  started  some  years  ago.  The  Brook- 
lyn Eagle  undertook  to  get  out  what  was 
termed  a  library  edition,  but  the  effort 
was  soon  abandoned  on  account  of  the 
lack  of  financial  support.  There  can  be 
no  question  of  the  value  of  such  a  move- 
sent  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  effort  this 
time  may  be  sufficiently  supported  to 
make  it  permanent. 
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Food  Conservation 

The  United  States  Food  Administra- 
tion will  issue  a  bulletin  shortly  with  the 
idea  that  the  libraries  of  the  country  shall 
give  publicity  to  food  conservation  and 
how  it  can  be  accomplished.  The  bulle- 
tin is  prefaced  by  a  letter  from  Mr 
Hoover  which  expresses  his  confidence 
in  the  ability  of  the  library  to  be  of  great 
assistance  and  compliments  those  libraries 
which  have  already  contributed  lai^ly 
to  food  conservation.  The  bulletin  will 
enumerate  monthly,  the  food  fact  to  be 
stressed  and  will  give  lists  of  books  and 
pamphlets  and  other  usable  material.  It 
will  go  directly  every  month  to  the  libra- 
rians of  the  different  states  and  at  any 
time  by  writing  directly  to  Miss  Edith 
Guerrier,  chief  of  the  Library  section  of 
the  Food  Administration,  librarians  will 
receive  immediate  attention  and  infor- 
mation. The  Washington  headquarters 
has  asked  that  a  library  director  of  the 
Food  Administration  be  appointed  for 
his  state  by  each  State  Food  Administra- 
tor. The  duties  of  the  Food  Director 
will  be 

1}  To  make  a  list  of  all  libraries  which 
are  in  position  lo  cooperate,  and  to  send  list 
to  Washington. 

2)  To  study  how  best  the  libraries  can 
present  the  ideas  of  the  Food  Administra- 
tion to  their  particular  constituencies. 

3)  To  write  the  libraries  listed,  asking 
for  their  cooperation,  at  the  same  time  pre- 
senting a  dennite  plan  lo  be  fallowed. 

4)  To  call  for  monthly  reports  in  dupli- 
cate form,  from  each  cooperating  library. 
To  comment  on  these  and  to  file  one  for 
reference,  returning  the  other  to  the  libra- 
rian who  sent  it, 

5)  To  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  Food 
Administration,  to  the  end  that  the  libraries 
cooperating  throughout  the  United  States 
may  give  telling  publicity  to  some  one  par- 
ticular fact  at  one  time. 

6)  In  December  or  January,  if  the  cam- 
paign seems  successful,  the  library  directors 
may  be  called  to  a  conference  in  Washing- 
Librarians    have    an    opportunity    to 

show  convincingly  that  they  are  able  to 
present  an  intelligent,  common- sense 
utilization  of  the  products  of  our  coun- 
try, with  the  elimination  of  waste  which 
will  not  only  be  one  of  the  greatest  fac- 
tors during  the  war,  but  will  in  time  of 
peace  make  the  United  States  the  great- 
est democracy  in  the  world. 


An  effort  is  being  made  to  enlist 
every  Public  library  in  the  country  to 
serve  in  the  work  of  food  conservation. 
Each  state  is  to  have  a  library  publicity 
director  appointed  by  the  Federal  food 
administration  to  encourage  exhibi- 
tions and  co-operate  closely  with  the 
U.  S.  food  administration.  This  pub- 
licity director  is  usually  the  director  of 
library  activities  for  the  state.  Dr. 
Owen  has  been  appointed  in  Alabama 
and  Mr  Sanborn  in  Indiana  and  the  op- 
portunity is  offered  to  libraries  every- 
where to  do  effective  work. 
General  plan  sngseated  for  library  pnblici^ 

General — Give  as  much  space  as  pos- 
sible to  display  of  material. 

Books— Have  a  permanent  collection 
of  books  on  food  production  and  food 
conservation. 

Magaxines— Call  attention  to  articles 
on  food  in  your  magazines. 

PamphletB,  Circulan,  Leaflets — Get 
from  your  State  agricultural  collie, 
your  State  agricultural  department  and 
from  the  Home  Economics  department 
of  your  state's  universities  free  bulletins, 
pamphlets  and  leaflets  for  distribution. 

Rcdpes— Start  a  file  of  economical 
recipes  verified  by  home  economics 
teachers  or  food  experts. 

Talks— Arrange  for  a  series  of  talks 
for  adults  and  story  hours  for  children, 
showing  the  need  for  and  method  of  sav- 
ing. 

Exhibitions— In  cooperation  with 
women's  organizations,  arrange  for  ex- 
hibitions which  should  be  changed  semi- 
monthly. 

Bulletin  boards— Have  on  bulletin 
board  the  latest  available  information 
from  the  Food  administration. 

To  Keep  up  interest — Chaise  a  cer- 
tain part  of  your  collection  semi-monthly 
according  to  suggestions  of  your  Library 
publicity  director. 

The  department  has  announced  that 
it  is  prepared  to  supply  all  sorts  of  in- 
formation about  the  war  and  about  the 
voluntary  organizations  that  are  doing 
war  work.  It  has  a  list  of  these  organ- 
izations with  the  names  of  officers,  ad- 
dresses and  headquarters. 
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Commeats  mi  A.  L.  A.  Meeting 

( Continued) 

With  full  appreciation  of  Louisville's 
delightful  hospitality,  I  remain  opposed 
to  holding  A.  L.  A.  conferences  other 
than  in  resorts  or  typically  resort  cities. 
In  communities  the  size  of  Louisville, 
visiting  librarians  are  submerged  and  are 
deprived  of  personal  intercourse  with 
their  fellow  workers.  I  enjoyed  the  pro- 
gram of  library  topics,  rather  than  those 
of  literary  or  of  general  cultural  value, 
which  can  be  heard  to  equal  advantage 
elsewhere.  I  also  approved  the  placing 
of  less  frequently  heard  members  on  the 
prc^ram. 

Chalhess  Hadley. 

The  Louisville  meeting  is  the  only  con- 
ference which  I  have  thoroughly  ei»- 
joyed.  Something  in  the  atmosphere  was 
inspiring,  such  as  I  have  felt  at  no  other 
conference.  What  was  it  ?  Quien  sabef 
What  matter?  It  was  there  for  me,  and 
I  was  glad. 

A.  R.  Hasse. 

The  share  which  American  libraries 
and  librarians  are  to  have  in  our  coun- 
try's participation  in  the  fight  for  democ- 
racy Ivas  obviously  the  outstanding  in- 
terest of  the  Louisville  conference.  The 
work  of  the  war  committees  and  the 
eagerness  with  which  their  reports  were 
awaited  suggest  what  real  concerted  ef- 
fort may  mean  for  ourselves  as  well  as 
for  the  work  in  hand. 

Among  the  many  treats  offered  us 
were  various  excursions  and  expositions 
of  the  work  with  the  colored  people,  and 
the  happy  introduction  into  the  program 
of  the  children's  section  of  the  two  small 
black  folk.  Who  can  ever  forget  the  tale 
of  the  Fisherman  and  his  wife,  or  the  in- 
imitable Gingerbread  man  I 

Alice  L  Hazeltine. 

To  have  heard  "The  gingerbread  man" 
was  alone  "worth  the  price  of  admis- 
sion." The  wonderful  work  that  is  be- 
ing accomplished  by  the  librarians  of  the 
colored  branches  at  Louisville,  so  force- 
fully demonstrated  at  the  children's  li- 
brarians section,  presents  a  state  of  de- 
velopment particularly  interestii^  to 
soutiiem  librarians   who  are   outlining 


constructive  work  along  these  Hues  to 
meet  the  racial  problem. 

Jessica  Hopkins. 

My  first  impression  of  the  confer- 
ence was  of  the  great  impulse  given  to 
work  by  an  immediate  purpose.  Our 
general  purpose  is  great  and  bums  with 
a  holy  nre,  but  the  nerves  become  ac- 
customed and  incentive  drops  into  habit, 
which  is  not  enlivening,  I  wish  the  gen- 
eral subject  of  every  conference  could 
be  featured  as  War  Service  was  at 
Louisville.  It  was  dramatic,  and  seized 
the  imagination. 

My  second  impression  was  that  sky 
and  air  are  vital  to  any  conference.  What 
inspiration  can  a  breathless  audience  ob- 
tain? It  is  unfair  to  the  speaker  to  in- 
vite him  under  impossible  conditions. 

My  third  impression  was  one  of  the 
enduring  courtesy  of  an  A.  L.  A.  audi- 
ence, Could  we  put  a  little  "pep"  into 
the  response  to  a  paper?  Are  we  too 
polite?  Jessie  F.  Hume. 

Three  things  stand  out  in  my  recollec- 
tions of  the  Louisville  conference: 

First,  the  delightful  Southern  hospital- 
ity, culminating  in  the  splendid'  evening 
program  provided  by  the  authors  and 
musicians  of  Louisville. 

Second,  the  keen  interest  in  the  war 
and  what  libraries  can  do  to  help;  and 

Third,  the  terrible  heat  which  kept  us 
"panting,  panting,  panting,"  and  made 
me  decide  between  pants  never  again  to 
be  able  to  attend  a  Southern  summer 
meeting.  J.  T.  Jennings. 

The  Louisville  convention  impressed 
me  as  the  very  best  I  have  yet  attended, 
which  is  all  that  the  A.  L.  A.  has  hdd 
since  1905  with  the  exception  of  the  two 
in  California. 

I  trace  my  enthusiasm  to  the  fact  that 
every  one  present  seemed  to  be  there  (or 
a  serious  purpose  and  there  was  ahnost 
an  entire  absence  of  mere  vacationists. 

Special  library  sessions  had  an  attend- 
ance good  in  quantity  and  quality.  All 
seemed  interested  and  one  did  not  bother 
to  ask  who  in  particular  each  del^ate 
was. 

In  short,  the  delegates  came  to  Louis- 
ville to  help  one  another  solve  their  prob- 
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lems,  and  the  spirit  of  the  meeting  her- 
alded a  near  future  when  the  difference 
between  general  and  special  libraries  will 
be  nominal,  the  idea  of  service  bong 
equally  dominant  in  both  cases. 

G.  W.  Lee. 

My  impression  of  the  Louisville  con- 
ference is  one  of  distinctly  practical 
helpfulness.  The  shadow  of  war,  of 
course,  touched  every  session  and  the 
feeling  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
American  library  world  was  ever  present. 
The  fact  that  the  public  library  was 
a  vital  element  in  our  national  life 
in  war  as  well  as  in  peace  was  brought 
out  with  unmistakable  emphasis. 

H.  M.  Lydenberg. 

In  my  opinion  the  Louisville  meeting 
of  the  A.  L.  A.  was  one  of  the  very  best 
in  its  history.  The  grouping  of  the  meet- 
11^  place  and  the  two  satisfactory  hotels 
within  one  block  did  much  to  mitigate 
the  terrors  of  the  climate. 

The  conference  was  very  thoroughly 
conducted,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  peo- 
ple met  oftener  than  is  generally  possible 
in  a  city  meeting. 

The  war  naturally  absorbed  a  good 
deal  of  attention,  and  the  appointment  of 
the  committee  having  to  deal  with  the 
camps  will  probably  have  very  far-reach- 
ing effects.  As  is  usually  the  case,  time 
was  lost  by  the  fact  that  people  did  not 
meet  at  the  hours  designated.  This 
would  not  be  tolerated  in  other  activities. 
The  orchestra  should  be^n  and  the  cur- 
tain go  up  at  the  appointed  hour,  and  the 
loyalty  of  the  members  should  be  ex- 
pressed by  their  punctuality  on  all  such 
occasions.  In  this  way  they  would  not 
only  show  courtesy  to  the  first  speakers, 
but  also  their  appreciation  of  the  fact 
that  they  are  there  as  delegates  from  an 
institution  which  naturally  expects  to 
receive  the  full  benefit  of  what  may  be 
gathered  at  such  meetings. 

Thomas  L.  Montgomery. 

Altogether  it  was  a  conference  long 
to  be  remembered  for  the  unstinted  hos- 
pitahty  of  Louisville  and  the  inspiration 
gained  from  the  war  service  discussions 
and  from  talking  with  members  of  the 
profession.  In  a  city  meeting  it  is  al- 
ways hard  to  find  the  people  one  wants 
to  see  when  they  are  scattered  about  in 


different  hotels  and  boarding  places  and 
I  for  one  hope  that  the  next  A.  L.  A. 
will  be  at  a  summer  resort  where  every- 
one can  be  at  headquarters  and  at  a 
time  when  there  is  not  so  much  chance 
of  a  heated  spell. 

Rosalie  Muuford. 

The  address  by  Dr  Shailer  Mathews 
was  remarkably  clear  and  forceful,  and 
I  wished  for  another  by  him.  More  in- 
spirational addresses  would  have  greatly 
increased  the  helpfulness  of  the  confer- 
ence.    Have  we  outgrown  "book  talk?" 

The  nice  people  with  the  blue  ribbon 
badges  deserve  three  cheers  for  their 
splendid  preparatoiy  work,  and  numer- 
ous courtesies  dunng  A,  L.  A.  week. 
The  arrangements  at  Louisville  were  un- 
usually convenient,  and  as  nearly  ideal 
as  are  possible  in  a  city.  Do  most  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  members  really  prefer  a 
city  meeting?  I  would  like  to  add  one 
word  of  protest  against  city  conferences. 
Let's  go  back  to  the  country ! 

Mary  B.  Palmer. 

The  Louisville  conference  was  both 
leisurely  and  friendly,  due  partly  to  our 
southern  environment  and  partly  to  the 
fact  that  it  was  not  too  big.  There  was 
time  to  visit  with  all  one's  old  friends 
and  even  to  collect  a  few  new  ones,  a 
pastime  not  possible — at  least  to  old 
stagers — at  recent  A.  L.  A.  meetings. 

It  was  also  stimulating.  There  was  a 
sense  of  large  issues,  of  great  opportuni- 
ties, of  new  values — a  pentecostal  qual- 
ity that  quickened  the  energies  and  re- 
freshed the  spirit.  It  was  good  to  have 
been  there. 

Josephine  A.  Rathbone. 

The  one  thing  above  all  others  that  I 
recall  with  pleasure  in  regard  to  the  re^ 
cent  meeting  of  the  American  Library 
Association  was  the  opportunity  it  gave 
me  to  entertain  the  conference  in  my 
own  home  town  and  show  the  members 
a  bit  of  Kentucky  hospitality. 

Geo.  T.  Settle, 

When  one  felt  the  audiences  at  Louis- 
ville, all  filled  with  one  desire,  war  serv- 
ice, one  got  a  touch  of  enthusiasm  aldn 
to  that  which  the  earlier  and  smaller 
meetings  often  aroused,  which  made  the 
conference  as  a  whole  very  satisfactory. 
Mary  L.  Titcomb. 
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Mabel  Alice  Tbain 

The  passing  of  Mabel  Alice  Thain,  for 
ten  years  librarian  of  the  Public  library, 
Oak  Park,  Illinois,  will  be  marked 
with  sorrow  by  all  who  knew  her  as  a 
member  of  her  chosen  profession  as  well 
as  by  the  hosts  of  personal  friends  whom 
she  "grappled  to  her  soul  with  hooks  of 
steel." 

A  superbly  noble  example  of  woman- 
hood, she  poured  out  all  her  wealth  of 
experience,  of  inspiration  and  of  culture 
to  all  who  came  to  her  for  service  of  any 
kind.  "Service" — that  was  the  keynote 
of  her  life  as  librarian  as  well  as  friend, 
sister  and  daughter,  and  it  sounded  full 
and  clear  to  the  very  end. 

She  was  associated  with  the  Oak 
Park  public  library  for  nineteen  years  as 
apprentice,  assistant,  and  librarian;  in 
those  years  the  library  grew  from  one 
of  11,000  volumes  to  one  of  32,000,  and 
the  population  of  the  suburb  likewise 
increased  three-fold.  Facing,  as  she  did 
during  the  growth  of  the  library,  prob- 
lems of  widely  varying  character,  Miss 
Thain  ever  threw  the  weight  of  her  in- 
fluence on  the  side  of  the  best  in  all 
things  —  books,  equipment,  technique, 
and  service.  There  was  no  compromise 
with  makeshifts  nor  with  anything  less 
than  the  highest  ideals.  In  her  relations 
with  her  staff,  she  created  such  an  at- 
mosphere of  trust,  encouragement  and 
mutual  helpfulness  among  her  co-work- 
ers, she  shared  with  them  so  fully  her  ap- 
preciation and  enjoyment  of  the  fine 
things  in  literature  and  life,  that  to  work 
under  her  leadership  was  a  rare  privilege. 
Her  clear  forward  vision  and  keen  de- 
sire to  give  the  community  the  most  ef- 
ficient and  inspiring  service  have  placed 
the  Oak  Park  public  library  in  the  front 
rank  of  those  serving  similar  communi- 
ties. H.  A.  B. 


The  little  volumes,  "Evenings  with 
great  authors,"  will  have  special  value 
for  those  who  are  called  on  to  present 
briefly  outlines  or  appraisal  of  the  work 
of  the  standard  authors  in  literature. 
Volume  2  of  the  series  (A.  C.  McQurg 
&  Co. )  contains  Scott,  Dickens  and 
Thackeray. 


Scrap-book  Specifications 
Denver  public  library 
The  Denver  public  library  has  drawn 
up  some  specifications  for  a  soldiers' 
scrap-book  for  the  use  of  individuals  or 
wounded  men  in  hospitals  who  are  too  ill 
to  hold  a  heavy  book  and  yet  are  able  to 
look  at  pictures  or  do  a  little  light  read- 
ing, A  number  of  libraries  through  the 
country  are  making,  or  want  to  make, 
scrap-books  to  be  given  out  to  their 
library  patrons  to  be  filled,  and  other 
libraries  may  have  the  benefit  of  these 
specifications  if  they  wish  them.  The 
scrap-book  is  made  up  on  the  loose-leaf 
principle  so  that  if  some  pages  are  spoiled 
by  the  makers  these  can  be  removed  and 
clean  ones  substituted.  This  book  costs 
a  little  over  5  cents  per  copy. 

Geo.  B.  Utley. 

Paper 
Kind— Stranghold  Kraft,  156  lb. 
Size— 19  by  12. 

Price — Denver  quotation  per  1,000  sheets 
punched,  $7.50. 

20;  i.  t.,  5  double  sheets  each  9^  by  12.  4 
pages  to  a  section. 
Cover 

Kind— Brown  buckeye,  20  by  25,  65  lb. 

Size— 19  by  12. 

Decoration — Attractive  colored  picture  of 
suitable  size  so  as  ^ot  to  crowd  the 
page.  The  American  flag  or  the  Hags  of 
the  allies  is  suggested. 

Price — Denver    quotation    per    1,000    covers 
punched,  $15. 
Punching 

Distance — One  in  center  of  back  and  one 
at  each  end  A'/i  inches  from  center  hole. 
Tying 

Tie  with  red,  white  and  blue  string. 
Picturet 

Kind — Preferable  colored.  Attractive, 
cheerful,  large  enough  to  be  seen  easily. 

Arrangement — In  ail  cases  horUoHlat  so 
that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  turn  the 
book  in  order  to  see  the  pictures.  More 
than  one  may  be  placed  on  a  page 
if  symmetrically  arranged  and  not 
crowded. 

Cutting — Trim    off   all    advertising    print 
and  large  backgrounds. 
PiclHre  pott  cards 

Avoid  their  use.  In  a  few  cases  repro- 
ductions of  works  of  art  if  well  sHected 
might  be  permissible.  They  increase 
weight,  however. 


"  Pretty  heavy  weight   for  a   sick 
handle.       Fewer     pages     seem     desirable. 
Ed,  P.  L. 
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Printtd  matter 

Envelope  stories— One  abort  story  for 
each  book  to  be  allowed,  this  rtory  to 
be  complete,  margins  neatly  trimmed 
and  placed  in  a  plain  envelope,  plain 
aide  pasted  to  the  page. 

Poems— One  short  poem  per  book,  to  be 

Eflted  directly  on  a  page. 
8— Jokes     clipped     from     humorous 
magazines  and  colitmns  may  be  used. 

/»  all  cases  avoid  war  and  other  horrors. 
Brevity  and  good  print  should  be  con- 
sidered in  printed  matter,  for  if  the  pa- 
tient were  able  to  read  at  length,  he 
could  read  a  magazine. 
Supervision 

All    arrangement   and    work   to    be    super- 
vised by  public  or  private  school  teach- 
ers, art  teachers,  library  workers,  and 
others  qualified  to  direct 
Weight 

Before  pictures  are  pasted,  about  7  oz. 

Avoid  thickness  of  paper  in  selection  of 
pictures,  so  as  to  reduce  added  weight 
to  a  minimum.  A  heavy  book  cannot 
be  handled  nor  pages  turned  by  sick 
and  weak  men. 
MisceUanious 

Remember  that  these  books  are  lor 
grown  men  and  not  children,  and  this 
fact  must  be  considered  in  the  selection 
of  pictures  and  printed  matter. 

*Camp  Library  Work  by  Chicago 
Public  Library 

When  it  first  occurred  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Chicago  public  library  to 
create  a  library  ior  the  soldiers  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  little  doubt  was  enter- 
tained that  the  people  of  the  city  would 
respond  generously  in,  point  of  quantity. 
But  naturally  the  question  arose  as  to 
the  kind  of  reading  that  would  be  re- 
ceived and  the  kind  that  should  be  sup- 
plied to  the  soldiers,     ,     .     . 

As  to  the  kind  of  literature  that  the 
Chicago  public  library  has  been  receiving 
in  response  to  its  appeal  to  the  public, 
nothing  is  more  gratifying  than  the  very 
high  character  of  the  books  received. 
The  people  of  Chicago  are  evidentl;y 
giving  of  their  best,  and  their  best  indi- 
dates  a  very  excellent  standard  of  taste. 
Fiction  forms,  as  it  should,  the  bulk  of 
the  collection.  Practically  all  of  the  good 
writers  are  represented,   from  Dickens, 

♦Extract  from  paper  by  Dr  Max  Henius, 
retiring  president  of  Board  of  Directors, 
Chicago  public  library,  before  Chicago  li- 
brary club,  October  11,  1917. 


Scott  and  Thackeray,  to  Winston 
Churchill,  H.  G.  Wells,  Rex  Beach,  Jack 
London  and  Arnold  Bennett.  A  beau- 
tiful set  of  Bret  Hartc's  works  and  a 
sumptuously  bound  edition  of  Dumas 
have  been  received.  Well  illustrated 
works  of  travel  and  popular  history,  as 
well  as  essays  and  poetry,  are  coming 
in  daily.  Experience  at  the  Mexican 
border  shows  that  poetry  is  by  no  means 
the  least  popular  class  with  die  soldiers. 
The  first  appeal  by  the  Chicago  public 
library  for  books  for  the  soldiers  was 
published  in  April  of  this  year  by  means 
of  placards  and  with  the  generous  assist- 
ance of  the  newspapers.  It  was  in  the 
following  form : 
HAVE  YOU  A  BOOK  TO  SPARE? 

The  Chicago  Public  Library  Invites  Gifts 

of  Boobs  for 
Soldiers'    Traveling    and    Knapsack 

LiBRASIES 

Books  donated  bv  the  citizens  of  Chi- 
cago will  be  assembled  at  the  Library  and 
made  up  into  Traveling  and  Knapsack 
Libraries  for  the  Soldiers  in  trenches  and 
in  field  and  the  Nurses  in  camps  and 
hospitals. 

Will  you  give  one  or  more  books  for 
this  purpose? 

Leave  with  or  send  to  the  Branch  Li- 
brarian or  the  Main  Library,  marked 
"Books  for  Soldiers." 

The  response  was  more  than  gratify- 
ing— it  was  amazing.  Early  inline  the 
number  contributed  exceeded  7,000.  Tel- 
ephone requests  to  call  for  books  in 
quantities  too  large  to  be  delivered  in 
person  were  received  at  the  rate  from  a 
dozen  to  20  a  day.  Nearly  100  moving 
picture  theaters  responded  favorably  to 
a  letter  asking  that  a  slide  prepared  by 
the  library  and  carrying  the  appeal  be 
shown  at  every  performance  for  a 
month. 

Distribution  is  made  throt^h  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.,  to  whom  the  books  are  being 
turned  over  at  its  camp  buildings  in 
numbers  proportionate  to  the  size  of  the 
encampment.  The '  association  assumes 
custody  and  issues  them  to  applicants  on 
a  simple  loan  system.    The  books  are  re- 
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garded  as  free  gifts  from  the  citizens 
to  the  men  and  boys  in  the  service,  and 
not  as  property  of  the  hbrary,  which  re- 
linquishes all  claim  and  responsibility 
when  they  are  delivered  to  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  officials.  The  only  mark  of  own- 
ership is  the  label  pasted  on  the  cover. 
SOLDIERS'  LIBRARY 

Given  by  Citizens  of  Chicago 
Collected  by  the  Chicago  Public  Library 

Distributed  by  the  Y.  M.  C  A. 

Handle  Carefully.    Return  Promptly 
Give  the  Next  Man  a  Chance 

Pkoperty  of  the  Soldiers'  Libraky 
The  first  delivery  was  made  by  library 
auto  truck  to  Fort  Sheridan  and  the 
Great  Lakes  Naval  training  station  on 
R^istration  day,  June  5.  There  were 
1,500  books,  packed  in  30  unit  boxes, 
holding  50  each,  taken.  At  Fort  Sheri- 
dan, where  the  Reserve  Officers'  training 
corps  was  stationed,  500  books  were  de- 
livered. These  had  been  carefully  se- 
lected with  regard  to  the  average  age  and 
educational  equipment  of  this  body  of 
men,  mostly  college  graduates.  The  re- 
maining 1,000  books  of  the  initial  ship- 
ment, of  a  lighter  character,  adapted  to 
the  lads  in  training  at  the  Great  Lakes 
station,  were  then  conveyed  to  the  latter 
place,  where  over  8,000  young  men  were 
encamped.  In  both  places  the  arrival 
of  the  books  was  greeted  with  very  evi- 
dent appreciation.  Officials  of  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  who  had  experience  at  the  Mex- 
ican border  were  enthusiastic  in  their  ap- 
proval of  the  idea,  and  emphatically  de- 
clared the  practical  importuice  and  value 
of  the  undertaking. 

During  the  months  of  June  and  July 
books  were  sent  to  nine  additional  na- 
tional guard  camps  within  the  state  of 
Illinois  as  follows:  Municipal  Pier,  200; 
Cairo,  100;  Cicero,  200;  East  Alton,  100; 
East  St.  Louis,  100;  Joliet,  150;  Quincy, 
100;  Rock  Island,  200;  Springfield,  200. 
The  number  to  be  sent  was  determined 
by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  each  case  and  rep- 
resents a  proportion  of  one  book  to  every 
five  men  in  the  respective  camps.  In 
July,  also,  there  came  a  request  from  the 


Aviation  camp  at  Rantoul,  111.,  to  which 
we  sent  200  books.  Thus  up  to  the  end 
of  July  we  sorted,  labelled  and  shipped 
nearly  6,000  books  out  of  a  total  of  about 
15,000,  which  had  up  to  that  time  been 
contributed  by  citizens.  Another  6,000 
were  ready,  awaiting  further  calls. 

There  was  a  lull  in  the  demand  for 
books  while  the  cantonment  at  Rockford 
was  being  built,  which  enabled  us  to  send 
5,000  books  to  the  boys  in  France.  On 
September  14,  we  received  a  telegram 
from  the  Chief  Y.  M.  C.  A.  secretary  at 
Camp  Grant  saying  "We  could  use  12,- 
000  books  in  our  six  army  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
buildings.  Can  you  forward  by  fast 
freight?"  We  were  able  to  respond  to 
this  appeal  at  once  and  the  12,000  books 
were  on  the  way  to  Rockford  within  48 
hours.  In  the  meantime  the  War  Serv- 
ice committee  of  the  American  library  as- 
sociation had  requested  our  co-operation 
in  common  with  that  of  ten  other  lai^e 
libraries  in  the  country,  and  we  became 
the  receiving  station  for  books  donated 
by  citizens  in  Wisconsin,  Michigan  and 
Illinois  north  of  Peoria.  A  perfect  del- 
uge of  books  ensued,  and  during  the 
month  of  September  at  least  30,000  vol- 
umes were  received,  unpacked,  exam- 
ined, sorted,  labelled  and  repacked.  We 
kept  no  accurate  record  of  receipts,  but 
have,  of  course,  such  a  record  of  books 
sent  out,  and  we  know  that  during  this 
period  23,000  volumes  left  our  building 
addressed  to  various  camps  according  to 
instructions  received  from  the  A.  L,  A. 
committee  in  Washington.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  camps  supplied  in  each  case 
with  2,000  volumes,  in  addition  to  12,000 
to  Rockford,  one-half  of  which  were 
"Chicago"  books :  Ft.  Oglethorpe,  Dodge, 
Ga.;  Camp  McQellan,  Anniston,  Ala.; 
Camp  Shelby,  Hattiesburg,  Miss. ;  Camp 
Beauregard,  Alexandria,  La.;  Camp  Mc- 
Arthur,  Waco,  Texas;  Camp  Bowie,  Ft. 
Worth,  Texas;  Camp  Pike,  Little  Rock, 
Ark.  This  brings  our  activities  up  to 
date,  and  indications  are  that  there  is  a 
pause  in  the  number  of  books  coming  in 
from  the  various  libraries  in  the  three 
states  mentioned.  It  is  likely  also  that 
the  A,  L  A.  War  Fund  libraries  will  now 
be  organized  in  the  near  future  and  that 
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books  purchased  will  supersede  or  at 
least  supplement  the  splendid  and  alto- 
gether remarkable  libraries  that  have 
been  donated  by  citizens  throughout  this 
country  for  their  soldier  boys  in  the  vari- 
ous camps. 

The  latest  development  in  the  activi- 
ties of  the  Chicago  public  library  in  pro- 
viding reading  matter  for  soldiers  is  the 
issuance  of  scrap  books.  The  plan  is  to 
have  people  fill  up  these  books  with  clip- 
pings from  current  papers  and  maga- 
zines, chiefly  short  Stories,  jokes,  car- 
toons, etc.,  which  will  give  the  soldiers 
a  whiff  of  home  atmosphere  and  a  cheery 
greeting  from  the  people  who  think  a 
great  deal  of  them  but  do  not  often  have 
an  opportunity  to  express  their  thoughts 
and  feelings.  When  the  books  are  filled 
they  are  returned  to  the  Chicago  public 
library  and  forwarded  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  books.  The  blank  scrap  books 
have  been  furnished  by  the  library  itself, 
but  their  supply  has  now  been  generously 
undertaken  by  the  Chicago  Daily  News. 
The  books  are  obtainable  from  the  li- 
brary and  its  branches.  About  10,000 
have  been  issued  up  to  the  present  time. 

As  you  are  all  aware,  a  movement  is 
now  under  way  for  the  creation  of  a  big 
fund  for  a  war  library  to  provide  our 
army  with  books.  This  movement  is  of 
national  scope,  and  in  it  the  smaller  un- 
dertakings, like  that  of  the  Chicago  pub- 
lic library,  will  eventually  be  merged.  It 
is  undoubtedly  best  that  all  matters  of 
this  sort  be  unified  and  handled  from  a 
central  point,  and  the  Chicago  public  li- 
brary will  be  glad  to  retire  from  the  field 
or  do  its  share  in  an  humble  capacity  to 
help  the  greater  work  along.  But,  it  will 
ever  cherish  with  satisfaction  the  recol- 
lection of  its  activities  which  contributed 
not  a  little  towards  the  comfort  of  our 
boys  in  khaki  before  the  general  move- 
ment had  time  to  make  its  effects  felt. 


Camp  Libraries  Activity 
Major-General    E,    F.    Glenn,    com- 
manding headquarters.  Camp  Sherman, 
Chillicothe,  Ohio,  says: — 

This  is  not  a  charity,  since  our  soldiers 
Sive  up  exCEllent  libraries  at  home  and 
should,  if  possible,  have  them  made  avail- 


able for  them  during  the  hours  which  they 
have  available  for  this  purpose  while  serv- 
ing in  the  ranks  as  soldiers.  All  forms  of 
healthy,  mental  and  physical  entertainment 
of  enlisted  men  are  desirable  but  none  more 
so  than  Rne  suitable  reading  matter. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  War  service  com- 
mittee of  the  A.  L.  A.,  November  18,  it 
was  decided  that  the  general  direction 
and  conduct  of  the  camp  libraries  work 
as  a  whole  should  be  under  the  Librarian 
of  Congress  and  the  headquarters  be  in 
the  Library  of  Congress.  This  will  in- 
sure a  single  responsible  head,  a  continu- 
ous cooperation  with  all  agencies  with 
related  purposes  and  activities.  The 
administration  expense  will  be  heavy 
though  there  will  be  the  simplest  ma- 
chinery possible.  But  the  amount  of  ma- 
terial to  be  handled,  the  various  and  dis- 
stant  points  to  be  reached,  calls  for  sys- 
tem, responsible  records  and  a  corps  of 
competent,  energetic  workers  lest  con- 
gestion arise  and  time  and  material  be 
lost. 

A  personal  letter  from  Mr.  Putnam 
says  that  the  librarians  at  present  are 
mostly  volunteers  and  even  those  paid 
are  substantially  so,  A  letter  sent  out  to 
the  librarians  asks  for  volunteers  for  the 
organization  of  the  work  of  each  camp 
from  men  of  large  quality  and  experi- 
ence who  would  establish  relations  and 
train  in  the  other  workers.  The  Hbraiies 
are  asked  to  supply  such  men  without 
other  charge  than  expenses.  This  would 
mean  merely  a  loan  of  such  a  man  for  a 
period  of  one  or  two  months.  The  loan 
would  be  a  public  service  analogous  to 
that  which  other  institutions  and  public 
bodies  are  rendering  in  this  crisis  and 
would  legally  be  the  more  warranted  be- 
cause the  readers  to  be  served  would  be 
the  libraries'  own  constituents. 

The  following  either  are  now  in  active 
service  or  are  under  assignment  for  serv- 
ice at  the  camp  library  indicated: 


Camp  Gordon,  Atlanta,  Ga. — Under  per- 
sonal supervision  of  Miss  T.  D.  Bsrkcr,  li- 
brarian, Carnegie  library,  Atlanta. 

Camp  Sherman,  Chillicothe,  O.— Burton 
E.  Stevenson,  librarian.  Public  library,  Chil- 
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licothe,  O.,  and  J.  Howard  Dice,  Library  or- 
ganization department,  Columbus,  O. 

Camp  Taylor,  Lonis'ville,  Ky. — Under  di- 
rect supervision  of  Geo.  T.  Settle,  librarian, 
Louisville  public  library. 

Camp  Custer.  Battle  Creek.  Mich.— J.  S. 
CIcavinger,  librarian.  Public  library.  Jack- 
son. Mich. 

Camp  Grant.  Rockford,  III. — Under  super- 
vision of  C,  B.  Roden.  acting  librarian,  Chi- 
cago public  library. 

Camp  Dodge.  Des  Moines,  la. — Under  su- 
pervision of  Iowa  library  commission  and 
Forrest  B.  Spaulding,  librarian,  Des  Moines 
public  library. 

Camp  Funston,  Fort  Riley,  Kans. — Under 
supervision  of  Furd  B.  Wright,  librarian, 
Kansas  City  public  library.  Mr  H.  O.  Sev- 
erance, librarian  of  the  University  of  Mis- 
souri, served  for  several  weeks. 

Camp  Pike,  Little  Rock,  Ark.— Under  su- 
pervision of  Miss  Dorothy  D.  Lyon,  libra- 
rian, public  library.  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Camp  Lewis,  American  Lake,  Wash. — J. 
T.  Jennings,  librarian.  Public  library,  Seat- 
tle, and  J.  B.  Kaiser,  librarian.  Public  li- 
brary, Tacoma,  Wash. 

Camp  Green,  Charlotte,  N.  C— Under  su- 
pervision of  Mary  B.  Palmer,  librarian,  Pub- 
lic library,  Charlotte,  N.  C 

Camp  Sevier,  Greenville,  S.  C— R.  P. 
Emmerson,  Carnegie  library.  Pittsburgh. 

Camp  McClellan.  Anniston  Ala. — Under 
supervision  of  Carl  H.  Milan,  librarian,  Pub- 
lic library,  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Camp  Sheridan,  Montgomery,  Ala. — J.  L. 
Wheeler,  librarian.  Public  library,  Voungs- 
town,  O.,  and  F.  D.  Slocum,  New  York  City. 

Camp  Shelby,  Hattiesbur^,  Miss.— Whit- 
man Davis,  librarian,  Mississippi  Agricul- 
turarl  college. 

Camp  Beauregard,  Alexandria,  Louisiana 
— Geo.  F.  Strong,  librarian.  Western  Re- 
serve university,   Cleveland,  O. 

Camp  Logan,  Houston,  Tex. — Under  su- 
pervision of  Miss  Julia  Ideson,  librarian. 
Public  library,  Houston,  Tex. 

Camp  MacArthur,  Waco.  Tex. — Under  su- 
pervision of  Willard  P.  Lewis,  librarian, 
Bayler  university,  Waco.  Tex. 

Camp  Bowie.  Ft.  Worth.  Tex.- Under  su- 
pervision of  Mrs  Chas.  Scheuberr,  librarian 
Public  library,  Fort  Worth. 

Camp  Doniphan,  Fort  Sill,  Okla.— Luther 
L.  Dickerson,  librarian.  Gr  inn  ell  college. 
Grinnell,   la. 

Camp  Cody,  Deming,  N.  Mex. — C.'Henry 
Smith,  librarian,  University  of  Colorado, 
Boulder,  Colo. 


Among  those  who  will  probably  be  as- 
signed to  camp  library  service  shortly 
are  the  following: 

Howard  L.  Hughes,  librarian.  Public  li- 
hraty,  Trenton,  N.  J. 

A.  L.  Bailey,  librarian,  Wilmington  Insti- 
tute free  library. 


Jacksonville, 

Robert  P.  Bliss,  assistant  secretary,  Penn- 
sylvania Free  Library  commission. 

F.  L.  D,  Goodrich.  University  of  Michi- 
gan, Ann  Arbor.  Mich. 

An  offer  has  been  received  from  an 
anonymous  source  for  a  building  at  the 
Great  Lakes  training  station.  A  grant 
has  been  made  by  the  Carnegie  corpora- 
tion for  a  distinct  library  building  at  each 
of  the  16  cantonments,  also  for  buildings 
at  such  of  the  National  Guard  camps  as 
have  a  prospect  of  permanence  justify- 
ing them. 

A  general  type  has  been  adopted  and  is 
idenucal  for  each  cantonment,  of  a  de- 
sign to  secure  the  maximum  of  accom- 
modation at  the  minimum  of  expense. 
Each  consists  of  a  single  large  hall  40 
by  120  feet,  with  open  shelves  for  10.000 
volumes  and  seats  for  250  readers.  The 
cost  of  each,  including  furniture  and 
equipment  is  limited  to  $10,000.  The 
plans  were  drawn  by  Mr  E.  L.  Tilton, 
who  contributed  his  services,  and  have 
been  approved  by  the  Carnegie  corpora- 
tion and  the  contractors  do  their  work  at 
cost  plus  6  per  cent.  These  buildings 
will  be  centers  for  receiving  and  distrib- 
uting books  through  the  various  other 
agencies  in  the  cantonments.  Every 
agency  will  be  utilized  necessarily  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  areas  covered.  A  sin- 
gle visit  to  each  of  the  stations  in  a  can- 
tonment involves  a  trip  of  from  10  to  17 
miles.  Without  waiting  for  the  buildings 
the  actual  service  is  under  way.  Repre- 
sentatives arc  already  on  the  spot  organ- 
izing the  work  and  their  reports  show  a 
great  eagerness  for  reading  matter  on 
the  part  of  the  men  and  appreciation  on 
the  part  of  the  officers. 
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The  reports  show  the  men  crave  some- 
thing more  than  merely  recreative  read- 
ing. One  librarian  reports  that  90  per 
cent  of  the  circulation  is  non-fiction.  At 
some  of  the  places — for  instance  the 
Naval  Training  station  at  the  Great 
Lakes — the  men  are  pursuing  systematic 
studies  and  want  text  books  in  mathe- 
matics, engineering,  history  and  lan- 
guages. 

Thousands  of  gift  volumes,  mostly  fic- 
tion, have  been  received,  but  many  thou- 
sand more  are  needed  and  the  campaign 
for  them  will  continue.  So  must  the 
campaign  for  funds  also  if  the  war  lasts 
long,  for  the  sum  raised,  though  consid- 
erable, is  meager  compared  with  the  need 
to  be  met.  Besides  the  numerous  points 
in  this  country,  there  are  transports,  na- 
val bases  abroad  and  the  camps  at  the 
front.  Our  army  of  1,000,000  men,  com- 
posed as  it  has  been  with  definite  hours 
available  for  reading  and  little  else  to 
occupy  them  during  those  hours,  is 
equivalent  to  an  ordinary  community  of 
four  or  five  times  that  number. 

Lists  have  been  compiled  during  sev- 
eral months  past  by  a  committee  of  li- 
brarians iri  New  York.  From  these  se- 
lections will  be  made  for  the  initial  pur- 
chased based  on  reports  from  camps  as 
to  what  is  needed  and  on  what  may  be 
expected  by  gifts.  Purchases  will  be 
made  direct  of  publishers  who  have 
agreed  to  give  a  special  discount  of  50 
per  cent.  Books  will  be  shipped  direct 
to  the  camps.  This  branch  of  the  work 
is  being  supervised  by  the  camp  libraries 
manager,  Mr  Dudgeon.  The  organiza- 
tion at  headquarters  includes  besides  the 
Librarian  of  Congress  and  the  camp  li- 
braries manager,  Mr  George  B.  Utley, 
who  as  secretary  of  the  A.  L,  A.  has  been 
detailed  as  executive  secretary,  and  a  dis- 
bursing officer,  Mr  William  L,  Brown. 
The  American  Security  and  Trust  Co. 
of  Washington  remains  treasurer  of  the 
fund.  Subscriptions  to  the  fund  may  be 
sent  directly  to  the  treasurer  and  after 
November  I,  should  be  sent  there.  Books 
offered  as  gifts  may  be  handed  to  the  li- 
brarian of  the  nearest  public  library,  who 
will  forward  them  without  cost  to  the 
giver. 


The  Story  of  the  Camp  Libraries 
Today  money  is  provided,  often  times 
at  a  sacrifice,  to  provide  the  best  of  li- 
brary facilities  for  the  cantonments, 
training  camps,  naval  stations,  hospitals 
and  wherever  else  they  are  needed  by  the 
defenders  of  our  country.  The  million 
dollars  was  oversubscribed — a  grand  re- 
sult! 

The  reports  of  the  work  all  over  the 
cotmtry  showed  marked  ability,  in  some 
places  quite  out  of  the  ordinary,  in  arous- 
ing interest  and  securing  help.  Stockton, 
Cal.,  had  one  of  the  best  series  of  posters, 
circulars,  and  letters. 

The  campaign  in  the  Chicago  district 
was  very  live.  Illinois  was  slow  in  start- 
ing but  did  very  well,  all  things  consid- 
ered. Director  Windsor  reported,  Octo- 
ber 18,  about  $12,000.  Chicago  has  pven 
$87,500  to  date  (October  24)  with  out- 
standing reports.  The  work  was  taken 
up  with  eagerness  by  substantial  citizens 
and  everyone  contributed  his  services — 
artists,  newspapers,  listers,  printers,  etc., 
so  that  the  local  expense  of  the  campaign 
will  be  within  $2,000.  Qubs,  scho^. 
churches,  and  societies  responded  heart- 

Wisconsin  will  no  doubt  show  her 
usual  good  results. 

The  campaign  in  Michigan  carried  on 
through  posters,  pamphlets  and  a  house 
to  house  canvass  m^e  by  members  of 
the  libraiy  staff,  followed  by  r^ular  col- 
lection of  books  from  addresses  secured, 
called  for  most  generous  response.  In 
Detroit,  about  20,000  books  and  more 
magazines  have  been  given. 

The  Board  of  Commerce  and  the  Ro- 
tary club  organized  teams  for  the  finan- 
cial campaign  in  DetroiL  The  library 
staff  helped  in  this  with  a  "follow-up 
system  of  personal  visits. 

Receipts  of  about  $15,000  in  E>etroit 
were  about  half  the  stated  sum  which 
was  called  for  at  first.  Both  active  cam- 
paigns were  dropped  at  the  end  of  the 
week  for  the  Liberty  Loan  campaign. 

In  grand  Rapids,  schools,  clubs  and 
business  interests  under  direction  of  tiie 
Public  library  raised  nearly  $4,000. 
Michigan  contributed  in  all  about  $35,- 
000. 
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New  York  Library  Week 

The  New  York  library  association 
held  its  twenty-seventh  annual  meeting 
at  Lakewood  rarm  Inn,  Roscoe,  N.  Y., 
September  17-22,  1917. 

Mr  Bassett,  proprietor  of  the  Inn  made 
the  address  of  welcome,  to  which  Mr 
W.  F,  Yust,  librarian  of  the  Rochester 
public  library  replied  for  the  association. 
This  was  followed  by  the  address  of  Mr 
Edward  F.  Stevens,  the  president,  "An 
honorable  and  lasting  peace". 

Tuesday  morning  was  ^ven  over  to  a 
business  session.  George  Haven  Put- 
nam gave  the  address  of  the  morning 
"The  production  and  distribution  of 
books;  the  publishers  as  producers  and 
librarians  and  booksellers  as  distributors, 
working  together  for  the  same  general 
purpose".  He  gave  a  history  of  books 
from  the  earliest  times  when  the  cave 
man  expressed  his  hunting  triumph  in 
rude  pictures  of  clay,  to  the  present  time. 
He  believes  that  the  relations  between 
booksellers,  book  publishers  and  libra- 
rians in  America  today  are  far  less  fortu- 
nate than  those  existing  in  Europe.  The 
continental  theory  is  that  the  university 
maintain  a  supervision  of  the  publishing 
and  selling  of  books.  "In  America,  today, 
no  bookseller,"  Major  Putnam  says,  "can 
afford  to  be  intelligent".  A  blow  at 
bookselling  is  a  strike  at  the  intellectual 
life  of  the  nation  and  a  unity  between 
librarians,  publishers,  and  booksellers  is 
essential  to  the  general  good  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Dr  Frank  P.  Hill  presented  the  plan 
of  the  A.  L.  A.  for  raising  and  using 
$1,000,000  in  bringing  books  to  soldiers 
and  sailors  wherever  found.  The  asso- 
ciation pledged  $300  to  be  so  used. 

Tuesday  evening,  Mr  Francis  Hackett, 
■  editor  of  The  New  Republic  spoke  on 
"The  point  of  view  of  the  editor  and 
critic".  He  said  that  the  mission  of  the 
critic  was  "to  bring  reality  to  readers 
throuf^  temperament.  Temperament  is 
the  base  on  which  the  critic  turns  to  view 
life."  Librarians,  he  believes,  know  what 
the  public  wants.  The  great  vitality  of 
America  has  not  yet  turned  to  literature. 
The  English  language  is  a  handicap  to 
American  literature  as  a  finished  prcKluct 


comes  from  an  older  cotmtry  before 
America  can  become  sufficiently  matured 
and  this  is  consumed  instead  of  Ameri- 
can work.  The  urgency  with  which 
books  are  presented  to  youthful  students 
causes  repugnance.  The  study  of  litera- 
ture in  the  schools  gives  the  child  no  feel- 
ing of  unity  between  life  and  books.  The 
printed  tale  of  Scott  finds  no  counter- 
part in  boy  life  in  Kansas  and  the  boy 
turns  to  The  Saturday  Evening  Post  for 
reading  which  can  be  identified  with  his 
own  existence.  For  a  long  time  classic 
literature  has  been  considered  one  with 
English  culture.  This  condition  is  being 
somewhat  remedied  by  Howells  and 
Churchill  who  make  up  their  stories  of 
business  and  political  conditions.  Un- 
fortunately criticism  has  not  followed. 
There  has  existed  a  certain  "fear  of  cul- 
ture". This  tendency  in  American  life 
toward  active  business  has  resulted  in 
large  prosperity  and  "with  prosperity 
comes  an  appetite  for  culture  and  in- 
formation". Magazines  of  today,  Mr 
Hackett  said,  portray  a  certain  snobbish- 
ness, a  lack  of  faith  in  the  public  whidi 
is  considered  "fit  to  consume  the  classic 
but  not  bright  modem  thinking".  This 
is  the  "crippling  tradition  of  the  aristoc- 
racy of  letters".  When  literature  and 
criticism  have  "gone  down  deep"  in 
America  then  there  will  be  an  enormous 
chance  for  a  civilization  which  shall  be 
real  and  deep — a  spiritual  civilization. 

Miss  Mary  J.  Quinn,  supervisor  in  de- 
sign, school  of  household  science  and 
arts,  Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  spoke  on 
"The  decoration  of  the  library  .  Her 
talk  was  illustrated  by  lantern  slides. 

Following  Miss  Quinn,  Walter  F. 
McMahon  of  the  National  association  of 
Audubon  societies  gave  a  talk  on  birds 
illustrated  by  lantern  slides  from  photo- 
graphs, many  of  which  he  had  taken 
himself. 

After  the  report  on  Institutes,  given  by 
Mr  Walter  for  Mr  Wynkoop,  on 
Wednesday  morning,  the  association  ap- 
propriated $200  for  the  continuance  of 
this  work. 

The  morning  and  afternoon  sessions, 
thanks  to  the  glorious  weather,  were  held 
on  the  broad  verandas  of  the  Hotel. 
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Harrison  W.  Craver  gave  an  address 
on  the  library  of  the  Engineerii^  So- 
cieties of  which  he  is  the  newly  appointed 
director. 

Miss  Mary  Frank,  librarian  of  the 
Rivington  branch  of  the  New  York  pub- 
lic library,  read  "Exploring  a  neighbor- 
hood" in  which  she  told  the  fascinating 
story  of  the  "exploration"  by  which  she 
and  her  staff  became  acquainted  with 
their  surrounding  district,  and  the  added 
inspiration  and  knowledge  which  they 
gained  for  the  advantage  of  their  work. 

Frederic  G.  Melcher  of  the  W.  K. 
Steward  Co.,  Indianapolis,  made  a  spir- 
ited address  on  "The  retailers'  place  in 
book  distribution".  He  gave  statistics 
showing  the  number  of  books  published 
yearly  and  how  they  found  outlet.  The 
bookstore  should  become  a  community 
institution,  the  library  and  the  store 
helping  each  other  for  they  "are  no  more 
rivals  than  public  parks  and  private  gar- 
dens". 

Wednesday  afternoon  was  given  over 
to  a  series  of  informal  book  talks  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Rathbone,  Miss 
Hutchinson,  Miss  Sutcliffe,  Mr  Waiter, 
Miss  Hitchler,  Miss  Foote,  Mrs  Barry, 
Miss  Zachert,  Miss  Darwin  and  others 
took  part. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  Mr  Geor^  D. 
Pratt,  State  Conservation  commissioner 
of  New  York  and  trustee  of  the  Pratt 
Institute  free  library,  gave  an  address 
"The  work  of  conservation  in  the  state 
of  New  York",  illustrated  by  stereopti- 
con  and  motion  pictures. 

Round  table  sessions  under  Miss  Ba- 
con on  book  selection.  Miss  Hassler  on 
children's  work,  Mr  Hendry  on  tech- 
nical books  and  Miss  Woodruff  on  col- 
lege and  reference  work  occupied  Thurs- 
day morning. 

in  the  evening.  Miss  Margaret  Jack- 
son, editor  of  the  Book  Review  D\yest 
read  a  charming  paper  "A  feast  of  rea- 
sons why  librarians  should  make  use  of 
book  reviews".  She  grouped  the  book 
reviewing  magazines  in  terms  of  a  din- 
ner, and  the  menu  was  greatly  appreci- 
ated. 

Dr  Arthur  Bostwick,  librarian  of  the 
St.  Louis  public  library  who   spoke  on 


"Public  libraries  and  national  service" 
pointed  out  that  the  greatest  duty  of  li- 
brarians lay  in  molding  "the  mind  of  the 
nation  in  the  paths  of  sanity"  at  this  time 
when  every  ideal  and  standard  is  in  dan- 
ger of  overthrow. 

Alfred  W.  Abrams  followed  Dr  Bost- 
wick with  a  talk  "An  extension  of  service 
to  the  community"  on  the  use  of  pictures. 
It  was  illustrated  by  lantern  slides. 

Friday  morning,  Mr  Walter  read  for 
Mr  Wyer,  his  paper  "Changed  titles  and 
other  sins  of  publishers"  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  discussion  in  which  Mr 
Huebsch,  publisher,  of  New  Yorfc. 
answered  questions.  Mr  Huebsch  then 
gave  his  address  "The  bookseller;  cul- 
tural factor  and  community  asset".  His 
paper  contained  many  suggestions  for  the 
improvement  of  book  stores,  and  book- 
sellers, among  which  was  the  establish- 
ment of  a  central  building  for  a  trade 
school  in  which  future  booksellers  might 
receive  instruction,  hear  lectures  and  try 
out  their  skill  before  becoming  actual 
booksellers.  His  picture  of  the  place  the 
book  store  should  occupy  in  the  cultural 
life  of  a  town  was  vivid  and  sincere.  He 
urged  tliat  library  training  schools  should 
develop  courses  in  bookselling  as  a  new 
and  profitable  field  for  women  and  men 
of  education  and  intelligence. 

Miss  Underbill  read,  in  the  absence  of 
Mr  McGili,  his  paper  on  "The  rural  li- 
bran'  in  practice"  which  ^ve  an  account 
of  the  work  done  in  the  Pleasant  Valley 
library. 

After  the  reading  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  Merit  System,  the  asso- 
ciation moved  that  it  express  again  its  ap- 
proval that  the  appointments  to  library 
service  should  be  based  entirely  on  merit, 
and  that  it  regards  the  plan  of  the  com- 
mittee a  step  in  the  right  direction.  The 
matter  was  left  to  the  succeeding  com- 
mittee with  power  to  act  should  oppor- 
tunity for  legislative  consideration  pre- 
sent itself, 

Friday  afternoon  was  devoted  to  a  ses- 
sion on  Libraries  and  the  schools,  con- 
ducted by  Miss. Zachert  of  Rochester. 
Miss  Cowing  of  Pratt  read  a  paper  "Li- 
brary work  with  grammar  school  chil- 
dren".    Miss  Amelia  Robie  gave  a  talk 
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on  "Instruction  in  the  high  school  li- 
brary" which  stated  the  methods  em- 
ployed in  the  eight  high  school  libraries 
of  Cleveland.  Mr  Walter  told  of  an  in- 
teresting experiment  which  the  State 
Education  department  is  conducting — 
that  of  a  ten  day  institute  for  high  school 
teachers  at  which  instruction  is  given  in 
all  phases  of  library  science.  Dr  Bostwick 
spoke  of  the  ideal  arrangement  existing 
in  St.  Louis  of  a  joint  committee  of 
school  men  and  librarians  which  is  just 
being  tried  out.  Miss  Richardson  of  the 
Geneseo  normal  school  spoke  of  the 
growing  appreciation  accorded  by  school 
men  to  teachers  and  high  school  li- 
brarians with  library  training.  Miss  Hall 
read  the  report  on  Relations  of  libraries 
and  schools. 

On  Friday  evening,  Mr  Hopper,  of  the 
New  York  public  library  staff,  gave  a 
history  of  the  new  organization  "The 
New  York  Public  Library  Staff  Associa- 
tion," pointing  out  the  reasons  for  its  ex- 
istence, and  giving  an  outline  of  its  possi- 
bilities. 

Paul  M.  Paine,  librarian  of  the  Syra- 
cuse public  library  read  a  paper  "The  sol- 
diers' branch  at  the  Syracuse  mobiliza- 
tion camp",  in  which  he  told  of  the  way 
Syracuse  had  met  these  unexpected 
needs.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  been  used 
as  a  distributing  agency  and  the  Public 
library  as  a  base  of  book  supply. 

At  the  final  session  Saturday  morning 
the  following  officers  were  elected :  Presi- 
dent, William  F.  Yust,  Rochester;  vice- 
president,  Mary  C.  Sherrard,  Utica ;  sec- 
retary, N.  Louise  Ruckteshler,  Norwich ; 
treasurer,  Pauline  D.  Lansing,  Buffalo. 

The  register  showed  an  attendance  of 
147.  The  place  of  meeting  was  of  un- 
usual attraction,  and  the  informal  social 
events  were  thoroughly  enjoyed. 

E.  Louise  Lauder, 

Secretary, 


Unimproved  opportunity  will  rrfiuke 
us  when  we  attempt  to  claim  the  benefit 
of  an  experience  we  have  not  made  our 
own,  when  we  try  to  reap  a  harvest  we 
have  not  sown  or  wish  to  enter  unlaw- 
fully into  the  labor  of  othtrs.— Selected. 


Library  Meetings 

Chicago— The  first  meeting  of  the  Chi- 
cago library  club  for  the  season  of 
1917-18  was  held  at  the  Ryerson  library 
of  the  Chicago  Art  Institute  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  Oct.  11. 

The  meeting  was  preceded  by  a  dinner 
in  the  lunch  room  of  the  Art  institute  at 
which  100  members  and  guests  were 
served. 

After  the  dinner  the  prcffiram  for  the 
evening  was  given  in  the  library,  with 
about  ISO  in  attendance. 

The  president,  J.  F.  Lyons,  librarian 
of  McCormick  theological  seminary,  was 
in  the  chair. 

Resolutions  on  the  death  of  Mr  Henry 
E.  Legler  were  adopted  by  the  club. 

The  report  of  the  membership  com- 
mittee showed  32  new  members  for  the 
first  meeting  of  the  year. 

A  resolution  was  offered  by  Miss  M. 
E.  Ahem,  setting  forth  the  necessity  for 
great  care  in  the  appointment  of  a  suc- 
cessor to  Mr  Legler  and  asking  that  fit- 
ness and  ability  for  the  work  and  not 
political  influence,  be  the  basis  for  die 
selection.     It  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  regular  program  was  then  car- 
ried out.  Miss  Ahem,  as  District  secre- 
tary for  the  A.  L.  A.  work,  spoke  on 
camp  libraries,  giving  a  brief  outline  of 
the  origin  of  the  work  and  a  short  ac- 
count of  the  campaign  for  $1,000,000. 

Dr  Max  Henius,  president  of  the  re- 
tiring board  of  the  Chicago  public  li- 
brary, spoke  of  the  work  of  that  library 
in  collecting  and  distributing  books  for 
the  soldiers.  Dr  Henius  spoke  of  the 
great  importance  of  reading  for  the  sol- 
diers, as  a  means  of  relaxation,  of  the 
generous  response  of  the  people  of  Chi- 
cago in  giving  good  books  and  of  the 
speed  and  efficiency  with  which  the  books 
were  handled  and  shipped  to  the  various 
camps  by  the  Chicago  public  library,  and 
of  the  co-operation  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at 
the  camps.  He  also  spoke  of  the  5,000 
volumes  that  have  been  sent  to  France 
and  of  the  urgent  requests  for  books 
from  all  the  training  camps  and  ex- 
pressed great  satisfaction  that  the  work 
has  been  taken  up  and  s)fstematized  by 
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the  A.  L.  A.  and  thftt  the  Chicago  pub- 
lic library  is  to  co-operate  as  one  of 
the  ceftters  where  books  are  recrived 
and  shipped. 

Mr  Eggers  of  the  Art  institute  wel- 
comed the  club  most  gracefully  and 
spoke  of  the  very  interesting  work  done 
by  the  Art  institute  for  the  soldiers  and 
sailors.  Mr  Eggers  spoke  of  the  work 
of  the  Woman's  alliance  of  the  Art  insti- 
tute in  arranging  entertainments  on  Sat- 
urday nights  for  the  soldiers  and  sailors, 
of  the  fact  that  any  man  in  uniform  is 
admitted  free  to  the  Art  institute  at  any 
time,  of  the  special  exhibits  of  war  ship 
models,  French  cartoons  and  Raemaek- 
ers'  cartoons  and  most  important  of  all, 
of  the  fact  that  the  Art  institute  has  sent 
over  50  men  to  the  service. 

The  program  was  followed  by  a  very 
pleasant  social  hour,  with  light  refresh- 
ments. 

Janet  W.  Green, 
Secretary, 

Iowa — The  twenty-eighth  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Iowa  library  association  was 
held  at  Iowa  City,  October  9-11,  1917. 
The  registered  attendance  was  169 — 143 
librarians,  13  trustees  and  3  visitors. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the 
president.  Miss  Armstrong,  of  Council 
Bluffs,  on  Tuesday  afternoon.  After  the 
business  reports  Miss  Plaister  reviewed 
the  various  methods  of  publicity  which 
have  been  so  successfully  tried  at  Sioux 
City.  She  pointed  out  that  publicity 
should  only  follow  preparedness  at  home, 
maintaining  that  in  the  fina]  analysis  a 
satisfied  patron  is  the  best  advertiser.  A 
discussion  followed  which  brought  out 
many  tried  and  successful  methods  of 
publicity.  Miss  Le  Mar  of  Des  Moines 
then  told  of  a  very  successful  library 
week  which  had  been  held  at  Charlton, 
a  day  being  given  to  the  various  profes- 
sions and  interests  of  the  town  with  the 
particular  features  of  each  day's  attrac- 
tions and  the  resulting  success  in  having 
the  library  tax  increased. 

A  most  delightful  reception  was  ten- 
dered the  association  at  the  home  of  Dr 
Jessup  on  Tuesday  evening. 

Wednesday  morning,  Dr  Jessup  ad- 
dressed the  members  of  the  association 


telling  them  that  it  is  the  duty  of  tbe  li- 
brary as  well  as  of  the  school  to  help 
particular  groups  of  seekers  find  th«r 
places  in  me  great  movement  now  in 
progress,  the  reorganization  of  the  world ; 
to  help  all  to  read  intelligently  along 
lines  of  serious  interests  and  to  do  our 
bit  towards  the  elimination  of  prejudice 
and  ignorance  as  to  the  present  world 
war. 

Dr  Yarros  of  Hull  House  talked  to 
those  present  on  a  "Century  of  struggle 
in  Russia",  The  present  revolution  is 
not  a  beginning  but  the  last  phase  of  a 
century  of  evolution — a  century  of  strug- 
gle for  the  Russian  people  to  free  them- 
selves from  the  yoke'  of  autocracy,  at  first 
participated  in  by  but  a  group  of  ne^ 
bles,  but  now  spread  to  the  workingmen 
and  to  the  peasants.  At  present  the  four 
million  workingmen,  who  hate  all  forms 
of  government  and  everything  which  has 
to  do  with  the  old  regime  are  in  control, 
but  when  the  so-called  intelligensia  and 
the  eighty  million  peasants  come  to  un- 
derstand each  other,  Russia  will  come 
into  its  own.  Of  the  present  war,  Rus-. 
sia  is  tired,  so  far  she  has  suffered  for 
naught,  and  today  she  is  Oiiefly  inter- 
ested in  organizing  her  own  government, 
but  she  will  do  her  part,  will  hold  the  line 
and  passively  if  not  actively  fulfill  ber 
contract  with  the  allies. 

Mr  Spaulding  of  Des  Moines  in  his 
paper  on  War  service  for  libraries 
summed  up  what  has  been  done,  what 
can  be  and  what  should  be  done  in  the 
present  crisis  by  the  libraries  of  the 
country.  Miss  Davis  of  the  Iowa  library 
commission  reviewed  most  interest- 
ingly a  group  of  war  books.  Miss  War- 
dell  of  Iowa  City  talked  of  Home  Eco- 
nomic books,  closing  with  a  plea  that  li- 
brarians plan  some  arrangement  of  home 
economic  books  that  will  shelve  them  to- 
gether rather  than  the  present  method 
of  widely  separating  them  in  their  vari- 
ous classes. 

At  the  afternoon  session,  Wednesday, 
Miss  Massee  of  tbe  A.  L.  A.  Booklist  \n 
a  brief  for  fiction,  which  ccmtains  so 
much  that  is  timely,  so  much  that  is  true, 
so  much  that  is  prophetic,  asked  that  we 
as  librarians  be  more  cluritable,  more 
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understanding  towards  our  fiction  read- 
ers and  less  interested  in  lowerii^  our 
fiction  percentage  in  circulation.  Round 
tables  were  held  for  the  following  groups 
at  which  the  problems  peculiar  to  each 
were  discussed :  Trustees,  large  libraries, 
small  libraries,  college  libraries,  chil- 
dren's libraries,  and  assistants. 

Wednesday  evening,  the  members  of 
the  association  were  guests  of  the  Uni- 
versity at  the  imiversity  lecture,  "The 
processes  of  sculpture",  by  Mr  Lorado 
Taft. 

Thursday  morning  Dr  Shambaugh  of 
the  Iowa  Historical  society  spoke  of  the 
new  work  of  the  society  in  publishing 
material  about  Iowa  at  war.  Miss  Simp- 
son of  the  University  of  Illinois  library 
school  gave  a  most  interesting  paper  on 
the  "Certification  of  librarians  and  li- 
brary civil  service." 

The  librarians  adjourned  to  attend  the 
lecture  on  Prohibition  by  William  J. 
Bryan,  after  which  the  business  session 
of  the  annual  meeting  was  held,  resulting 
in  the  election  of  the  following  officers 
for  1918: 

President,  Mrs  I.  C.  Johnson,  Oska- 
loosa;  first  vice-president,  Mrs  Bertha 
Baird,  Mason  City;  second  vice-presi- 
dent, Miss  Jane  Roberts,  Iowa  City ;  sec- 
retary. Miss  Mary  Marks,  Des  Moines; 
registrar.  Miss  Almira  Wilcox,  Du- 
buque. The  report  of  the  resolutions 
committee  was  read  and  adopted.  Invi- 
tations for  the  1918  meeting  were  read 
from  Dubuque  and  Waterloo  and  pre- 
sented by  the  president  for  Council 
Bluffs.  Fifty  dollars  was  ordered  paid 
from  the  association  funds  to  the  Library 
War  fund  for  soldiers'  libraries.  Greet- 
ings were  sent  to  the  Illinois  and  Wiscon- 
sin library  associations  then  or  soon  to  be 
in  session,  and  to  Mr  Dickerson  at  Fort 
Snelling.  The  incoming  president,  after 
a  most  appealing  word  of  acceptance,  ad-' 
ioumed  the  twenty-eighth  annual  meet- 
ing  of  the  Iowa  library  association. 

Kentnckj^There  was  only  one  session 
of  the  Library  association,  a  business 
meeting  combined  with  a  Iimcheon,  at 
Louisville,  June  26.  It  passed  for  the 
ninth  annual  meeting  witii  53  members 
present. 


The  secretary  was  authorized  to  apfdy 
for  affiliation  with  the  A.  L.  A.  for  the 
association. 

The  incoming  officers  were  given 
power  to  district  the  state  with  a  view 
to  holding  small  meetings  in  the  future 
in  various  sections. 

The  following  officers  were  elected: 
President,  George  T.  Settle;  vice-presi- 
dent, Jessica  Hopkins ;  second  vice-presi- 
dent, Margaret  I.  King;  secretary-treas- 
urer, May  Wood  Wigginton;  member- 
at-large,  Florence  Ragland. 

Mary  Wocm  Wigginton', 
Secretary. 

MaBMchuMttB— The  annual  meeting  of 
the  Bay  Path  library  club  was  held  at 
the  Public  library,  Millbuty,  on  June  14. 

An  address  of  welcome  by  James  W. 
Robertson  was  followed  by  a  brief  busi- 
ness meeting  in  which  the  treasurer  re- 
ported $99  in  the  treasury.  The  follow- 
ing officers  for  1917-18  were  elected: 

President,  Mrs  Robert  K.  Shaw,  Wor- 
cester; honorary  president,  M.  Anna  Tar- 
bell,  Brimfield;  vice  presidents,  George  L. 
Wright,  Boylston,  Mrs  Harriet  G.  Brown, 
Brookiield;  secretary,  Mabel  £.  Knowlton, 
Shrewsbury;  treasurer,  Mrs  Grace  M.  Whit^ 
temore,  Hudson. 

The  discussion  of  "Questionabre 
books  and  their  substitutes,"  led  by  Miss 
Keyes  of  Lancaster,  was  most  interest- 
ing, and  included  many  of  our  popular 
fiction  writers.  Robert  K.  Shaw  and 
Katherine  Cook  of  Worcester  assisted 
in  the  discussion,  while  Dr  Louis  Wilson 
of  Qark  university  spoke  informally  on 
the  duty  of  a  librarian  to  the  public  in 
r^iard  to  the  purchase  of  fiction — ques- 
tionable or  otherwise. 

James  A.  Moyer,  director  of  the  de- 
partment of  University  extension,  Bos- 
ton, spoke  on  University  extension  and 
public  libraries,  explaining  the  many 
ways  in  which  the  libraries  can  cooperate 
in  this  educational  field,  new  to  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mrs  Annie  Russell  Marble  of  Worces- 
ter gave  a  delightful  talk  on  'The  modem 
heroine  in  literature  and  some  of  her 
older  sisters." 

Florence  E.  Wheeler, 

Secretary. 
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The  summer  meeting  of  the  Western 
Massachusetts  library  club  was  held 
June  22,  at  the  Goodwin  memorial 
libraiy,  Hadley,  Mass.  The  general  sub- 
ject for  discussion,  during  the  morning 
session,  was  Notes  of  progress  in  our 
library  during  the  year.  Responses  were 
made  from  librarians  and  others  inter- 
ested from  over  the  state.  The  chief 
speaker  of  the  morning  was  Miss  Marion 
Dodd  of  the  Hampshire  Bookshop, 
Northampton,  who  talked  on  the  Rela- 
tion of  the  libraries  to  the  book  trade. 

In  the  afternoon,  Clarence  Hawkes, 
the  blind  poet  of  Hadley,  recited  selec- 
tions from  his  work.  Prof  Henry  M, 
Bowden  of  the  American  International 
college,  Springfield,  gave  an  address  on 
Present-day  Russia.  He  spoke  from 
personal  observation  and  knowledge  and 
took  up  the  agricultural,  manufacturing 
and  political  conditions  of  that  country. 

President,  Hiller  C.  Wellman,  Spring- 
field ;  vice-president,  James  A.  Lowell  of 
Amherst  and  Hazel  Benjamin  of  East- 
hampton ;  secretary,  Georgina  E.  Carr, 
Springfield;  treasurer,  Fannie  Childs, 
Springfield;  recorder,  James  A.  Lowell. 

The  New  England  war  library  confer- 
ence was  held  in  the  Boston  public  li- 
brary in  the  interest  of  the  campaign  for 
funds  for  war  libraries.  It  took  the 
place  of  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts library  club.  There  was  an 
attendance  of  neariy  500.  The  sessions 
were  marked  by  enthusiasm  and  earnest- 
ness. Various  phases  of  the  subject  were 
emphasized  by  Miss  Katharine  P.  Lor- 
ing.  President  of  the  club ;  Wm.  F.  Ken- 
ney,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Boston  public  library;  Dr  Frank 
P.  Hill,  chairman  of  the  War  finance  li- 
brary committee ;  Mr  J.  Randolph  Cool- 
idge,  Jr.,  and  others.  At  luncheon,  the 
club  had  as  its  guests  and  as  speakers 
Governor  S.  W.  McCall,  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  Brigadier-General  John  A. 
Jolmston,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Paul  Azan 
of  the  French  military  mission  and  Mr 
Hiller  C.  Wellman,  who  spoke  as  the 
representative  of  the  A.  L.  A.  In  the 
afternoon,  Mr  F.  C.  Hicks  spoke  on  the 
dioice  of  books  for  soldiers.    Mr  Chas. 


F.  D.  Belden  told  of  the  problem  of  book 
and  periodical  donations.  He  indicated 
certain  types  of  books,  such  as  diction- 
aries, language  and  technical  books  and 
the  like,  which  would  prove  most  useful. 
Mr  Belden  stated  that  2,700  volumes 
were  already  available  at  Camp  Devens, 
Frank  H,  Whitmore. 

Ila5»achu«ett«— The  Fall  meeting  of  the 
Western  Massachusetts  library  club  held 
in  Springfield,  September  18,  devoted 
both  sessions  to  the  campaign  for  war 
libraries.  Mr  Belden,  librarian  of  the 
Boston  public  library  and  Division  di- 
rector for  New  England,  spoke  of  the 
need  of  camp  libraries  and  the  way  to 
meet  it.  Mr  J.  Randolph  Coolidge,  Jr., 
of  Boston,  member  of  the  War  Library 
Council,  in  his  address,  "Mustering  the 
libraries,"  mentioned  the  fact  that  the 
community  must  be  stirred  by  the  trus- 
tees and  librarians.  Mr  John  A.  Lowe 
of  the  Public  Library  commission  de- 
scribed the  work  of  the  commission  in 
Camp  Devens  at  Ayer  where  a  room  in 
each  of  the  five  Y,  M.  C.  A.  buildings  is 
used  for  library  purposes  until  the  li- 
brary building  is  finished.  He  urged  the 
collection  of  books  and  magazines  for 
camps  and  the  making  of  scrap  books  for 
the  wounded  soldiers  in  which  work  li- 
brarians might  interest  their  borrowers. 
He  also  spoke  of  the  importance  of  col- 
lecting photographs  of  local  soldiers  and 
all  local  war  material  that  would  be  of 
historical  interest. 

Geohgina  E.  Carr. 

New  Yorfc-^The  New  York  library  club 
held  its  first  meeting  of  the  season  on 
Thursday,  Oct.  11,  in  the  assembly  halt 
of  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany building.  New  York  city. 

Dr  Frank  P.  Hill  spoke  on  the  prep- 
ress of  the  War  Library  campaign.  He 
said  that  as  this  was  the  first  experience 
of  the  kind  that  librarians  had  had,  that 
he  hadn't  questioned  their  willingness  to 
undertake  the  work,  but  that  he  had 
doubted  their  ability  to  raise  the  required 
sum. 

He  stated  that  New  York  city  had  not 
reached  its  allotment  and  probably  would 
not,  that  none  of  the  large  cities  had 
reached   its  quota,  but  tl^t  the  small 
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towns  and  cities  had  over  subscribed 
their  share,  which  made  Dr  Hill  confi- 
dent that  the  $1,000,000  would  be  se- 
cured. 

He  also  spoke  of  the  returns  from  the 
mon^ly  pledges  asked  for  as  a  result  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  meeting  at  Louisville.  Over 
$500  a  month  was  being  received  from 
this  source,  the  majority  of  subscribers 
to  which  were  the  librarians  receiving 
$100  per  month. 

Mr  Lydenberg,  president  of  the  club, 
then  introduced  Mr  Edward  M.  Van 
Cleve,  principal  of  the  New  York  Insti- 
tution for  the  education  of  the  blind,  who 
spoke  on  the  Library  as  a  factor  in  the 
rehabilitation  of  the  blind  citizen. 

Mr  Van  Qeve  praised  New  York  for 
having  the  most  advanced  ideas  on  the 
co-operation  between  the  library  and  the 
blind,  as  well  as  the  best  libraiy  for  the 
blind. 

In  Speaking  of  the  rehabilitation  of  the 
blind  citizen  he  told  of  the  wonderful  in- 
fluence exerted  by  the  home  teacher  in 
helping  the  blind  person  to  find  himself 
and  gave  instances  of  men  thoroughly 
discouraged  being  helped  and  advised, 
so  that  they  were  again  able  to  earn  their 
own  living.  And  it  was  along  this  line 
that  libraries  and  librarians  could  be  most 
useful.  He  said  that  librarians,  like  min- 
isters and  teachers  stood  for  the  moral 
uplift  of  the  community  and  that  part 
of  this  task  was  the  care  of  the  blind. 
He  urged  librarians  to  know  who  their 
blind  were,  become  acquainted  with 
them,  hold  exhibits  of  their  work  in  the 
lilM^ry,  find  work  for  them  and  institute 
a  ticket  bureau  where  tickets  for  con- 
certs, operas,  entertainments,  etc.,  not 
going  to  be  used,  could  be  sent  and  dis- 
tributed to  the  blind  members  of  the  com- 
munity. 

He  spoke  of  the  conservation  of  vision 
classes  in  the  public  schools,  for  those 
whose  eyesight  was  impaired  and  sug- 
gested that  libraries  follow  the  example 
of  the  St  Louis  public  library  and  make 
collections  of  books  in  large  type  for 
their  use. 

Questions  and  answers  followed  the  ad- 
dress which  brought  out  the  following: 
that  if  a  library  has  but  a  limited  amount 


of  money  to  spend  for  books  for  the 
blind  it  is  better  to  select  one  type  of 
braille  and  buy  entirely  in  that,  ascertain- 
ing first  from  the  readers  which  type  is 
most  generally  liked,  that  if  one  can  read 
one  kind  it  is  not  difficult  to  learn  to 
read  another;  that  a  ticket  bureau  is 
maintained  at  the  Lighthouse  for  the 
Blind,  111  East  Fifty-ninth  street,  where 
tickets  may  be  sent;  that  all  types  of 
braille  have  good  literature,  but  that  the 
English  braille  has  the  largest  amount 
of  good  literature ;  and  that  an  advisory 
committee  was  to  meet  the  following  day 
in  Washington  to  consider  means  of 
teaching  and  caring  for  the  men  blinded 
in  war. 

At  the  close  of  his  address  Mr  Van 
Cleve  made  an  especial  plea  for  libraries 
to  obtain  by  purchase  if  necessary,  the 
literature  published  by  the  National  Com- 
mission for  the  Prevention  o^  Blindness, 
the  address  of  which  is  Russel  Sage 
Foundation  Building,  New  York  City. 
He  urged  libraries  to  bring  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  public  the  information  col- 
lected by  this  Commission,  by  posting  its 
literature  on  the  library  bulletin  board, 
and  in  evei?  possible  way  educating  the 
public  to  a  knowledge  of  the  necessity  of 
caring  for  the  eyes  of  the  new  bom. 

He  stated  that  in  consequence  of  the 
last  10  years  of  agitation  on  the  preven- 
tion of  blindness  there  has  been  a  de- 
crease of  from  30  per  cent  to  18  per  cent 
of  the  children  entering  the  public 
schools  being  afflicted  with  ophthalmia 
nconatorium. 

The  meeting  closed  with  the  announce- 
ment that  the  next  meeting  of  the  club 
would  be  held  on  Nov.  8  at  8  p.  m.  in 
the  Stuart  room  of  the  New  York  pub- 
lic library,  when  Mr  Gcoige  Watson 
Cole  would  speak  on  the  Huntington  li- 
brary. 

After  the  meeting  adjourned  the  mem- 
bers remained  to  inspect  the  very  in- 
teresting exhibit  of  work  and  tools  of  the 
blind,  the  industrial  part  of  which  was 
furnished  by  the  New  York  commission 
for  the  blind,  and  the  tools,  maps  and 
books  by  the  New  York  public  library. 
Eleanor  Roper, 
Secretary. 
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Penmylvanii— The  annual  meeting  of 
the  Keystone  State  library  association 
was  held  at  Eagles  Mere  September 
20-22,  1917.  The  register  showed  50  li- 
braries represented  and  an  attendance 
of  60. 

The  first  eession  was  called  to  order 
by  the  President,  Mrs  Jean  A.  Hard, 
librarian  of  the  Erie  public  library,  in 
the  auditorium  at  8:45  Thursday  even- 
ing. 

After  the  usual  routine  business,  the 
president  presented,  in  her  inimitable 
fashion  the  subject  "The  library  as  a 
censor."  In  a  few  well  chosen  words  she 
showed  how  the  need  of  censorship  in  a 
library  grows  as  the  library  grows;  the 
viewpoint  of  the  library  has  changed  en- 
tirely in  the  last  few  years,  no  hard  and 
fast  rules,  for  now  we  know  that  the  li- 
brary must  be  molded  to  fit  the  commu- 
nity. She  compared  the  library  to  a  mo- 
saic which  we  must  finish  and  polish. 

Mrs  Isaac  Rhoades  of  Lansdowne  was 
then  introduced  and,  in  a  most  delightful 
manner  presented  her  subject,  "The  re- 
flex element  in  the  drama,"  Mrs 
Rhoades  traced  the  drama  from  the  early 
period  to  the  present  time;  she  said  that 
only  in  the  past  15  years  had  drama  been 
read  and  appreciated,  and  the  reason  is 
that  it  reflects  something  of  the  colored 
and  multiple  life  of  today,  being  founded 
and  influenced  by  social  conditions.  She 
indorsed  the  movies  as  forming  a  crude 
Icnowledge  and  through  that  appreciation 
grows — thus  considering  the  movies  the 
finest  opportunity  for  informative  educa- 
tion. The  community  drama  is  another 
step  in  education. 

The  war  campaign  had  kept  many  li- 
brarians from  the  meeting,  thus  seriously 
affecting  the  program ;  so  it  was  decided 
Priday  morning  to  condense  the  program 
and  get  it  all  into  one  day. 

Thomas  L.  Montgomery,  State  libra- 
rian and  president  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  made 
a  strong  appeal  for  the  "Library  war 
measures,"  especially  the  movement  for 
libraries  for  our  men  in  the  cantonments. 
He  said  "Not  for  my  boys,  maybe  your 
boys,  but  they  are  all  our  boys." 

Miss  J^ulia  A.  Hopkins  of  the  Brook- 
lyn public  library  spoke  on  the  "Value  of 


apprentice  courses."  Miss  Hopkins  be- 
lieves most  heartily  in  the  apprentice 
class;  she  feels  the  strength  of  the  library 
rests  in  the  middle  class  and  that  those 
in  the  high  positions  are  not  the  ones  by 
which  the  library  is  judged. 

This  paper  opened  a  field  for  discus- 
sion which  was  participated  in  by  libra- 
rians from  both  large  and  small  libraries 
led  by  Miss  Jessie  Welles,  now  with  the 
Wisconsin  library  commission. 

The  next  speaker  was  J.  E.  Kava- 
naugh  who  represented  Dr  J.  K.  Frankel 
of  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Co. 
of  New  York  city,  and  gave  some  point- 
ers on  the  subject  "Saving  for  the  fu- 
ture." He  emphasized,  especially,  the 
Group  life  insurance  and  explained  its 
advantages. 

Charles  Zueblin  of  Boston  was  the 
speaker  on  Friday  evening  and  gave  his 
famous  lecture  entitled  "United  States — 
Pace  maker  or  peace  maker." 

Helen  E.  Rockwell, 
Secretary  pro-tem. 

Utah — ^The  annual  meeting  of  the 
Utah  library  association  was  held  in 
the  Salt  Lake  public  library,  October  5. 

In  the  morning  session,  President 
Howard  R.  Driggs  delivered  the  open- 
ing address,  giving  a  resume  of  library 
progress  in  the  state  during  the  past 
year.  He  stated  that  library  work  had 
found  its  way  into  the  hearts  of  the 
people  of  the  state  and  emphasized  the 
necessity  of  closely  allying  the  library 
with  the  educational  forces  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Grace  W.  Harris,  librarian  of  the  Og- 
den  public  library,  spoke  on  the  Li- 
brary and  war  service,  urging  that 
libraries  do  their  utmost  to  arouse  pa- 
triotism and  to  show  to  each  individual 
his  opportunity  for  service,  also  that 
libraries  cooperate  with  the  A.  L,  A. 
in  the  effort  to  place  books  in  tfie  hands 
of  our  soldiers. 

Josephine  Devereaux,  of  Salt  Lake 
public  library,  discussed  the  Sources  of 
Utah  history  and  explained  the  collec- 
tion and  classification  of  clippings  on 
local  history. 

Esther  Nelson,  librarian  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Utah,  spoke  of  the  problems 
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of  the  library  in  connection  with  school 
debates,  and  explained  how  material 
mar  be  procured. 

During  the  noon  intermission  the 
members  of  the  association  were  the 
guests  of  the  Salt  Lake  public  library 
at  a  luncheon  in  the  Hotel  Utah. 

During  the  afternoon  session.  Miss 
Nelson  led  a  round  table  discussion  on 
cataloging,  including  problems  of  the 
cataloger,  and  methods  of  getting  the 
catalog  used  by  the  general  public. 

Miss  Sprague,  librarian  of  the  Salt 
Lake  public  library,  led  the  round  table 
talk  on  the  subject  of  library  records, 
giving  a  practical  demonstration  of  the 
use  of  book,  circulation,  and  member- 
ship records. 

The  following  officers  were  elected: 
President,  Esther  Nelson,  librarian. 
University  of  Utah ;  first  vice-presi- 
dent, Mattie  Strong,  librarian  Price 
public  library ;  second  vice-president, 
Vivian  Wallace,  librarian  Murray  public 
library;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Grace 
W.  Harris,  librarian,  Ogden  public  li- 
brary. 

Members  of  Executive  committee : 
Miss  Joanna  Sprague,  librarian.  Salt 
Lake  public  library,  and  Miss  Lulu 
Burnham,  librarian,  Richmond  public 
library. 

Grace  W.  Haekis, 
Secretary. 

Interesting  Things  in  Print 
A  new  edition  of  Kroeger's  Guide  to 
reference  books  has  been  haucd  by  the 
A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board.  Changes 
and  additions  necessary  to  bring  the  ma- 
terial up  to  date  have  been  made. 

The  Public  library  of  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
has  issued  a  little  leaflet  entitled,  A  guide 
to  the  central  building.  It  contains  some 
particulars  concerning  the  arrangement 
of  the  central  building  and  the  work  that 
is  carried  on  in  it,  that  may  be  of  special 
interest  to  visiting  librarians. 

The  official  bulletin  of  the  St.  Paul 
Association  of  Commerce  for  September 
contains  a  very  clear  statement  by  Dr 
Dawson  Johnson,  showing  the  Public  li- 
brary as  an  investment,  and  answering 


the  very  pertinent  question,  "What  re- 
turn are  you  receiving  from  it?"  by  his 
treatment  of  the  subject. 

The  New  York  Public  library  has  is- 
sued a  little  reading  list  on  Patriotism. 
The  list  is  classified  and  is  a  compact 
little  pamphlet  (16  mo.)  of  67  pages. 
It  includes  titles  of  national  songs, 
epics,  poetry,  orations  and  addresses, 
plus  discussion  of  freedom  in  history 
and  various  phases  of  the  subject  of 
the  present  great  war.  A  list  of  au- 
thors of  the  books  and  periodicals  re- 
ferred to  in  the  list  is  given  at  the  end. 

An  illustrated  volume  of  336  pages 
containing  Unwritten  history  of  Brad- 
dock's  Field,  Penn.,  was  prepared  for  the 
local  celebration  last  summer  under  the 
direction  of  George  H,  Lamb,  librarian 
of  the  Carnegie  library  at  Braddock. 
The  book  has  many  illustrations  and  a 
very  complete  index.  In  addition  to  the 
interest  attached  because  of  the  historic 
associations  of  the  place,  the  voltune  con- 
tains a  history  of  the  development  of  the 
steel  industry  of  America. 

A  very  timely  book  is  that  issued  Iqr 
Doubleday,  Page  &  Co.  Children's  book 
of  patriotic  stories — The  Spirit  of  1776. 
It  is  edited  by  Mr  and  Mrs  A.  D.  Dick- 
inson and  contains  well-written  stories 
about  Valley  Forge,  Boston  Tea  Party, 
George  Washington,  Paul  Revere,  Ethan 
Allen  and  others.  Some  of  the  stories 
have  appeared  in  children's  magazines, 
others  have  been  edited  from  the  works 
of  Washington  Irving,  Longfellow, 
Brooks,  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  J.  F.  Cooper,, 
Weems,  Tomlinson  and  omer  standard 
authors. 

The  publishers  of  Atlantis,  New  York 
City,  have  issued  a  pocket  edition  of  an 
English- Modem  Greek  and  Modem- 
Greek-English  dictionary.  This  is  some- 
thing which  public  libraries  located  in 
communities  where  the  modem  Greeks 
have  settled  ought  to  find  very  useful. 
Calling  attention  to  the  publication  of 
this  little  volume  would  be  a  real  service 
to  the  immigrant  who  wishes  to  leam 
English.  It  has  two  indexes,  a  number 
of  maps  of  both  Europe  and  the  Umted 


.,,,..,11,  Google 


390 


Public     Libraries 


States,  is  bound  in  leather,  retails  at  $1, 
and  being  pocket  size  adds  to  its  value. 
The  last  report  of  the  St.  Louis  Pub- 
lic library  contains  an  illustrated  article 
of  nearly  60  pages  by  Margery  Quigley, 
librarian  of  the  Divoll  Branch.  It  is  an 
account  of  the  use  of  assembly  and  club 
rooms  in  the  St.  Louis  Public  library 
under  the  title  "Where  Neighbors  meet." 
A  remarkable  point  is  that  the  St.  Louis 
public  library  does  not  find  it  necessary 
to  organize  the  activities  that  make  use 
of  these  rooms.  The  only  restrictions 
that  are  placed  on  the  use  of  the  rooms 
are  that  (hey  shall  not  be  commercialized 
and  that  order  shall  be  maintained.  Miss 
Quigley's  article  is  published  by  the  li- 
brary as  a  separate  pamphlet. 

The  letters  of  Gustav  Pollak  of  the 
New  York  Evening  Post  on  "House  of 
Hohenzollern  and  the  monarchy"  have 
been  issued  in  book  form.  They  deal 
with  the  question  as  to  whether  a  suc- 
cessful Middle  Europe  can  be  estab- 
lished under  the  dominance  of  Prussian 
rule.  The  book  points  out  the  present 
characteristics  and  ambitions,  the  feuds 
and  contentions  that  exist  already  be- 
tween the  states  on  account  of  the  en- 
forced leadership  of  Prussia  and  pre- 
dicts that  such  a  union,  hindered  as  it 
would  be  by  existing  dissensions  and 
antipathy  would  lead  to  another  disaster 
at  no  very  distant  day. 

The  Public  library  of  Newark,  N.  J., 
has  issued  its  usual  helpful  collection  of 
printed  material  on  current  topics.  A 
recent  collection  has  to  do  with  war  and 
its  connections.  One  of  the  important 
things  in  this  is  the  story  of  the  Star 
Spangled  Banner,  which  is  made  the 
tiiread  on  which  a  good  many  things 
about  war  music  and  other  topics  are 
hung. 

Several  pieces  contain  an  appeal  to  cit- 
izens for  books  for  the  soldiers.  A  list 
of  books  for  soldiers  having  to  do  with 
manuals,  regulations,  causes  of  the  war, 
aeroplanes,  submarines,  navigation,  auto- 
mobiles, hygiene  and  the  French  lan- 
guage, as  well  as  histories  of  Russia, 
France  and  Italy  is  included. 
Bullelin  No.  2,  1907,  Bureau  of  Edu- 


cation, gives  a  report  of  the  national  joint 
committee  on  English  representing  the 
Commission  on  the  organization  of  sec- 
ondary education  of  N.  E.  A.  and  Na- 
tional council  of  teachers  of  English, 
compiled  by  J.  F.  Hosic,  Chicago.  The 
entire  report  is  valuable,  containing  sug- 
gestions, opinions,  conclusions  on  litera- 
ture, composition,  English,  etc.  The  re- 
port on  general  reading  has  lists  of 
recommended  reading  along  the  lines  of 
technical  industries  and  the  committee  on 
literature  has  suggested  a  number  of  lists 
of  books  for  study  and  general  reading 
for  the  tenth,  eleventh  and  twelfth  grades. 
The  report  on  the  library  and  its  equip- 
ment is  full  and  definite  though  perhaps 
too  much  confined  to  technique.  No 
teacher  in  a  school  large  enough  to  have 
a  library  will  have  time  to  form  more 
than  a  passing  acquaintance  with  library 
economy,  Supt.  Churchill  of  Oregon  is 
right  when  he  says  that  any  high  school 
of  10  or  more  teachers  should  also  em- 
ploy a  trained  librarian. 

A  Laudable  Enterprise 
There  has  been  in  the  minds  of  many 
for  a  very  long  time,  the  thought  that  in 
some  way  a  very  one-sided  estimation 
was  being  formed  of  the  opportunities 
for  advanced  study  in  Europe  by  gradu- 
ates of  American  colleges.  The  ques- 
tion of  where  to  go  seemed  to  have  but 
one  answer  in  the  judgment  of  forma! 
school  men  and  that  was  Germany.  The 
revolt  of  fairmindedness  f^inst  this  be- 
gan years  ago  and  had  reached  a  point  of 
protest  before  the  begirming  of  the  war. 
This  latter  produced  the  effect  of  making 
more  articulate  this  protest  and  it  has 
taken  form  in  the  recent  volume,  "Sci- 
ence and  Learning  in  France,"  prepared 
and  issued  by  the  Society  for  American 
Fellowship  in  French  universities. 

It  is  a  survey  of  opportunities  offered 
by  French  universities  to  those  seeking 
work  for  the  higher  degrees.  Each  field 
of  learning  is  reviewed  by  American 
scholars  eminent  in  the  field  they  survey 
and  of  such  professional  standing  and 
personal  reputation  as  preclude  any 
doubt  of  their  ability  and  sincerity  in 
judgment.     But  even  the  layman  whose 
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knowledge  of  science  and  learning  is 
gained  largely  from  an  intelligent  interest 
in  the  progress  of  the  world  will  recog- 
nize that  the  names  of  the  French  mas- 
ters included  in  the  volume  are  those 
which  stand  for  the  world's  authority  in 
learning.  Scores  of  names  are  given 
which  mean  much  doubtless  to  scholars, 
but  the  ordinary  citizen  recognizes  de 
Lesseps,  Eiffel,  Camot,  Reclus,  Blanch- 
ard,  Curie,  Lacroix,  Michel-Levy,  Vol- 
taire, Michelet,  Renault  and  Taine  with 
their  scores  of  followers.  Darboux, 
Picard,  Pasteur  and  hundreds  of  others 
in  science  tell  their  own  story.  Philos- 
ophy, history,  political  science  and  other 
6elds  of  learning  are  known  to  the  in- 
telligent reader  because  of  Binet,  Jus- 
serand,  Bergson,  Comu,  Bossert  and 
scores  of  others  who  have  contributed  to 
French  learning  in  every  field. 

An  appendix  to  the  volume  gives  in- 
teresting and  valuable  information  of  the 
various  schools,  libraries  and  museums 
particularly  in  Paris,  and  especially  those 
fostered  by  the  French  Government  as 
to  requirements,  advantages  and  oppor- 
tunities offered  by  them  to  American  stu- 
dents. Degrees  and  honors  conferred, 
rules  and  regulations,  etc.,  are  all  set  out. 

In  offering  the  volume  to  the  scholars 
of  France,  the  scholars  of  America  have 
honored  themselves  as  well  and  provided 
a  very  valuable  source  of  information 
too  narrowly  possessed  heretofore  by 
their  predecessors. 

The  volume  is  well  put  up  and  is  illus- 
trated by  portraits  and  photc^raphs. 

Safe  for  Democracy 

Chairs  of  American  walnut,  patterned 

after  a  type  of  the  Renaissance  period, 

have  arrived  for  the  main  reading  room 

of  the  public  library. 

Ten  are  copied  from  chairs  owned  by 
Mrs  W.  K.  Vanderbilt.  They  are  richly 
carved  and  decorated  in  color  character- 
istic of  the  Renaissance  period.  There 
are  207  of  a  plainer  French  pattern  which 
bespeak  a  little  later  stage  of  the  same 
period. 

The  chairs  are  in  keeping  with  the 
quiet  grandeur  of  this  room  reflected  in 
the  elegantly  beaded  bookcases  and  read- 
ing tables.— 5/.  Paul  News. 


Library  Schools 
California  state  librar; 

The  fifth  year  of  the  California  State 
library  school  began  its  course  on  Se[>- 
tember  24.  Twelve  students  are  enrolled 
in  the  class. 

There  are  few  changes  in  the  curricu- 
lum. The  mornings  are  devoted  to  lec- 
tures, and  the  afternoons  to  practice 
work  in  the  different  departments  of  the 
State  library. 

Outside  lecturers :  B.  B.  Futemick,  of 
the  bookbinding  firm  of  Foster  &  Futer- 
nick,  of  San  Francisco,  will  give  several 
talks  on  binding. 

Miss  Jean  Ross,  librarian  of  the  Sacra- 
mento high  school  library,  will  have  a 
course  of  lectures  on  high  school  library 
work. 

Miss  Eleanor  Hitt,  librarian  of  the 
Yolo  County  free  library,  will  talk  on  the 
administration  of  the  county  library. 

Other  special  lectures  will  be  given 
throughout  the  year,  by  librarians  and 
others,  covering  library  topics,  and  sub- 
jects of  related  interest. 

Current  event  topics  have  been  as- 
signed to  each  student,  to  be  looked  up 
during  the  school  term,  and  reported  on 
at  intervals  in  student  talks.  The  topica 
deal  with  the  war,  in  such  phases  as :  The 
regeneration  of  Russia ;  war  work  in  the 
universities;  the  suppression  of  German 
propaganda ;  labor  unrest ;  regulating  the 
food  supply ;  American  Red  Cross ;  aero- 
nautics in  war;  war  work  of  women, 

A  plan  is  under  way  to  organize  the 
staff  of  the  State  library  and  the  stu- 
dents of  the  library  school  into  an  in- 
formal society  to  do  work  for  the  Red 
Cross. 

Margaret  Dcnnison  has  left  the  State  li< 
brary  to  become  assistant  in  the  Colusa 
County  free  library. 

Margaret  Hatch  has  been  appointed  li- 
brarian of  the  Sutter  County  free  library. 

Lcnala  Martin  has  resigned  her  poiitioo 
as  assistant  in  the  Kern  County  free  library, 
to  take  up  a  position  of  acting- librarian  Of 
Lassen  County. 

Miriam    Colcord,    formerly    librarian    of 
Lassen  County,  resigned  to  be  married. 
Carnegie  librair  ichool 

Dr  Azariah  S.  Root,  librarian  of  Ober- 
lin  Collie  library,  spoke  to  the  school, 
September  27,  1917. 
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The  entering  class  made  a  tour  of  the 
Carnegie  Institute  and  main  building  of 
the  Carnegie  library  of  Pittsburgh  and 
visited  the  eight  branch  libraries  of  the 
'  system  during  the  first  week  of  the  fall 
term. 

The  following  number  of  students 
have  matriculated  for  1917-18: 

Pennsylvania,  13;  New  York,  5; 
Michigan,  4 ;  Texas,  3 ;  Ohio,  3 ;  Mary- 
land, 2;  Illinois,  Louisiana,  Minnesota, 
New  Jersey,  Oregon,  Washington,  Wis- 
consin, Virginia  and  British  Columbia, 
each  1. 

Carne^e  library  of  Atlanta 

The  thirteenth  session  of  the  library 
school  opened  on  September  17,  with  the 
r^Iar  enrollment  of  12  students  wiUi 
six  states  represented. 

The  school  was  represented  at  the 
Louisville  conference  of  the  A.  L.  A,  l^ 
the  Director  and  Miss  Crumley,  chief 
instructor. 

Mrs  Marie  Fechet  Kilbum,  '17,  has  been 
elected  librarian  of  the  Public  library,  Talla- 
den,  Alabama. 

Florence  Eisele,  '17,  has  become  catalog 
clerk  in  the  Ordnance  Bureau,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Mrs  Helen  S.  Torrence,  '17,  has  been  ap- 
pointed assistant  in  the  Public  library, 
Greensboro,  N.  C. 

Louise  McGovern,  '17,  has  been  elected 
librarian  in  the  Stale  normal  school,  Farm- 
ville,  Va. 

Susan  Lancaster,  '07,  has  been  appointed 
librarian  of  the  Florida  State  college  for 
women,   Tallahassee. 

May  Smith,  '14,  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant in  the  library  of  the  University  of 
Georgia,  Athens. 

Alice  Longshore,  '16,  has  been  appointed 
an  assistant  in  the  New  York  public  library. 

Theresa  Hood,  '11,  has  been  appointed  as- 
aistant   in   the    Carnegie   library,   Atlanta. 

F.  Randolph  Archer,  '10,  has  resigned  as 
librarian  of  the  Public  library,  Talladega, 
Alabama,  and  will  rest  for  a  year. 

Janet  Berkeley,  '14,  has  accepted  a  posi- 
tion of  assistant  in  the  Public  library,  Nor- 
folk, Va. 

Harriett  Boswell,  '16,  and  Isabel  David- 
son, '13,  have  registered  for  the  senior 
course  in  the  Library  school  of  the  New 
York  public  library. 

Mrs  Ernst  Metzger  (Nell  Hendrich,  '15) 
is  cataloging  the  library  of  Flora  Macdonald 
college.  Red  Springs,  N.  C. 

Julia  Schilling,  'IS,  has  been  elected  as- 
sistant librarian  of  the  Savannah  public  li- 
brary. 


Mary  Lindsay  Thornton,  '13,  has  accepted 
a  position  in  the  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina library.  Chapel  Hill. 

ToHMiE  Dora  Basker, 
Director, 
Univenity  of  niinoia 

The  University  of  Illinois  library 
school  began  its  twenty-hfth  year  of  in- 
struction on  September  19.  The  school 
has  the  distinction  of  being  the  one  unit 
in  connection  with  that  part  of  the  Uni- 
versity located  at  Urbana  which  has  not 
only  suffered  no  decrease  in  attendance, 
but  has  advanced  its  enrollment  more 
than  11%  above  that  of  last  year.  Of 
the  49  students  enrolled,  the  largest  at- 
tendance since  the  entrance  requirements 
were  advanced  to  a  Bachelor's  degree  in 
1911,  IS  are  seniors  and  34  are  juniors. 
Forty  are  women,  nine  are  men  students, 
the  largest  number  of  men  enrolled  at 
the  beginning  of  any  year  in  the  history 
of  the  schooL  Six  possess  the  degree  of 
M.  A.  and  three  are  ranked  as  "special 
students,"  not  fully  meeting  the  entrance 
requirements. 

The  faculty  this  year  has  undergone 
some  changes,  the  most  notable  one  being 
the  loss  of  Mr  Reece,  Mr  Recce's  reag- 
nation  and  the  return  of  Miss  Florence 
R.  Curtis,  who  has  been  spending  the 
past  year  at  the  University  of  Minne- 
sota in  graduate  study,  has  necessitated 
certain  changes  in  the  distribution  of  the 
curriculum. 

The  members  of  last  year's  Junior  class 
have  been  appointed  to  the  following  po- 
sitions : 

Wintrcss  Brennan,  in  charge  of  a  branch 
of   the   Public   library,   Gary,   Ind. 

Ella  S.  Campbell,  cataloger,  Oklahoma 
Agricultural  &  Mechanical  college,  Still- 
water, Oklahoma. 

Lillie   Cilley,  cataloger.  University  of   lUi- 

FI  ore  nee  M.  Craig,  assistant  cataloger. 
University  of  Minnesota  library,  Minne- 
apolis. 

Ruth  E.  Hammond,  cataloger,  FnbKc 
library.  Hibbing,  Minnesota. 

Cena  L.  Spragne,  cataloger.  University  of 
Illinois  library. 

'  Nelle  M.  Signor,  cataloger.  University  of 
Illinois  library. 

Lois  M.  Woods,  assistant  cataloger,  Le- 
land  Stanford  nniversity,  Palo  Alto,  Cali- 
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The  members  of  last  year's  junior  class 
have  been  appointed  to  the  following  poai- 

Clara  L.  Abernethy,  reference  assistant. 
Grinnell  College  library,  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

Esther  L.  Bergen,  Decatur  public  library. 

Mary  S.  BuSura,  assistant  in  the  loan  and 
periodical  departments,  University  of  Texas 
library,  Austin. 

Eleanor  Davis,  cataloger.  University  of 
Washington   library,   Seattle. 

Jessie  J.  Glass,  assistant.  University  of 
Nebraska  library,  Lincoln. 

Julia  E.  Grothaus,  assistant,  Carnegie  li- 
brary, San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Kalherine  Hilt,  assistant,  Blackstone 
branch  of  the  Chicago  public  library. 

Ruth  C.  McCaughtry,  reference  assistant. 
University  of  Iowa,  Iowa  City,  Iowa. 

Maude  E.  Nesbit,  assistant  in  the  Indian- 
apolis public  library. 

Caroline  Orvis,  in  charge  of  work  with 
schools,  Public  library.  Mason  City,  Iowa. 

Harriet  L.  Ralston,  assistant.  Public  li- 
brary, Fort  Dodge,  Iowa. 

Charlotte  Ryan,  assistant,  Rosenberg  li- 
brary, Galveston,  Texas. 

Lola  A.  Shepard,  assistant,  Minneapolis 
public  library. 

Irene  Steidl,  librarian,  Doane  College  li- 
brary, Crete,  Nebraska. 

Frieda  K.  Williams,  assistant,  Ryerson 
library,  Art  Institute,  Chicago. 

Frances  Simpson, 
Assistant  director. 
LoB  Angelea 

The  class  of  1918  commenced  work  on 
October  1  with  the  best  record  of  any 
class  so  far  in  educational  and  profes- 
sional preparation.  Eight  members  are 
college  graduates;  six  others  have  had 
from  one  to  three  years  of  college  work ; 
seven  come  with  a  background  of  library 


the  important  courses,  the  most  radical 
change  of  the  year  will  be  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  practical  work.  This  has  bwi 
reduced  m  amoimt  in  order  to  provide 
time  for  the  increased  class  work  and  will 
be  given  in  two  separate  periods  of  a 
wedc  each  during  the  second  term.  The 
month  of  practi^  work  in  June  will  be 
given  as  usual. 

Six  of  the  class  of  1917  have  positions  in 

the  Los  Angeles  public  library,  six  in  other 

California    libraries    and    Miss    Shearer    is 

childrca's  librarian  in  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 

Theodora  R.  Brewitt, 
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New  York  public  Ubnry 
The  period  of  preliminary  instruction 
and  observation  closed  on  Saturday, 
September  22,  and  on  the  following 
Monday  the  school  year  proper  began. 
For  the  regular  work  25  full-time  and 
five  part-time  students  are  enrolled. 
Fourteen  states  and  one  foreign  coimtry 
are  represented.  Nine  of  the  students 
are  college  graduates,  and  two  others 
have  had  some  college  work. 

Owing  to  the  taking  over  of  the  direc- 
tion of  the  training  class  by  the  library 
school  it  has  become  necessary  to  add  to 
the  faculty.  To  meet  this  need  the 
school  has  secured  the  services  of  Miss 
Margaret  Jackson,  who  received  her  cer- 
tificate in  the  class  of  1915  and  has  since 
been  connected  with  the  H.  W.  Wilson 
Company  as  editor  of  the  Book  Review 
Digest.  Previous  to  entering  library 
work  Miss  Jackson  had  for  several  years 
held  an  editorial  position  with  the  Cen- 
tury Company,  and  it  is  felt  that  her  li- 
brary training  and  wide  general  experi- 
ence will  be  a  decided  asset  to  the  school. 
The  work  in  the  advanced  courses 
opened  on  October  2.  Four  group- 
courses  are  being  offered,  namely  Ad- 
mittistratiott.  College  library  methods, 
aad  advanced  reference  and  cataloging. 
School  and  children's  library  work,  and 
Special  libraries.  The  instruction  con- 
sists of  four  lecture  periods  a  week,  to- 
gether with  the  usual  requirements  in 
the  form  of  reading  or  problem  work. 
Twenty-eight  students  are  registered,  all 
of  whom  hold  full  time  positions  on  the 
staff  of  the  New  York  public  library  and 
give  two  mornings  per  week  to  class  ap- 
pointments at  the  school. 

The  training  class  for  junior  assis- 
tants in  the  New  York  public  library,  now 
operating  under  the  direction  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  library  school,  offers  work 
amounting  to  five  class  periods  a  week, 
the  students  spending  the  remainder  of 
their  time  in  practical  work  at  various 
branches  of  the  New  York  public  library. 
One  hour  each  per  week  is  devoted  to 
history,  civic  and  social  matters,  and  the 
organization  of  the  New  York  public  li- 
brary and  two  to  literary  subjects,  the  in-' 
struction  being  given  largely  in  the  form 
of  lectures. 
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New  York  'state  Ubrary 

The  thirty-first  annual  session  began 
Sept.  19.  The  decrease  in  attendance  di- 
rectly traceable  to  war  conditions  is 
chiefly  seen  in  the  smaller  number  of 
young  men  enrolled.  The  total  attend- 
ance is  about  as  large  as  was  expected. 
The  senior  class  numbers  14;  the  junior 
class  26.  There  are  13  states  and  Nor- 
way, China  and  three  provinces  of  Can- 
ada represented.  i 

Eight  senior  elective  courses  are  be- 
ing taken  this  year.  Several  graduates 
01  the  school  now  on  the  staff  of  the  New 
York  state  library  are  registered  for 
courses  beginning  the  latter  half  of  the 
year. 

The  first  visiting  lecturer  of  the  year 
was  Miss  Mary  E.  Downey  of  the  Utah 
library  commission,  Oct.  8.  Miss  Dow- 
ney gave  a  general  talk  dealing  chiefly 
with  essentials  of  commission  work  and 
library  organization. 

The  series  of  senior  seminar  discus- 
sions on  school  library  work  has  been 
reduced  to  six.  The  more  detailed  dis- 
cussion of  specific  phases  of  school  li- 
brary work  have  been  transferred  to  the 
new  elective  course  in  school  library 
work. 

F.  K.  Walter. 
Pratt  Institute 

The  class  of  1918  represents  13  states 
of  the  Union  and  the  province  of  Brit- 
ish Columbia.  Five  are  from  Greater 
New  York,  two  from  "up  the  State," 
four  from  Pennsylvania,  and  one  each 
from  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Virginia, 
Alabama,  Kentucky,  Michigan,  Illinois, 
Missouri,  Wisconsin,  Iowa  and  Oregon, 
while  two  come  from  the  Canadian 
Northwest.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest 
classes  and  the  most  experienced  class 
we  have  ever  had.  The  average  age  is 
27  years  with  a  range  ot  from  20  to  37 

{ears,  all  but  two  have  had  some  sort  of 
ibrary  experience  before  coming,  and 
only  one  is  just  out  of  school  with  no 
other  than  academic  experience.  Four- 
teen resigned  library  positions  to  come 
to  the  school.  These  facts  have  already 
begun  to  show  in  the  class  work.  It  has 
been  possible  to  take  more  for  granted 
and  to  go  deeper  into  underlying  princi- 


ples than  has  ever  before  been  my  experi- 
ence. 

Seven  of  the  class  are  coIle|[e  gradu- 
ates and  six  others  have  had  some  col- 
lege work.  The  collies  represented  are 
Wells,  Wellesley,  Wesleyan,  Northwest- 
ern, Wheaton,  University  of  Wisconsin, 
George  Washington,  Adelphi,  Elizabeth 
and  Cheltenham  college,  England.  There 
are  two  Normal  school  graduates,  one 
graduate  of  Packer  Institute,  and  sev- 
eral of  other  private  schools. 

The  students  were  welcomed  the  first 
day  of  school,  not  only  by  the  faculty 
and  staff,  but  by  greetings  in  the  shape 
of  a  beautiful  bouquet  of  flowers  from 
the  class  of  1917  and  a  letter  from  the 
president  of  that  class. 

The  class  attended  the  first  meeting  of 
the  New  York  library  club  on  Thursday, 
October  11,  and  heard  an  interesting  dis- 
cussion on  what  the  library  can  do  for 
the  blind. 

The  Vice-director  gave  a  talk  on  Oct 
10  on  "The  librarian  s  care  of  herself" 
before  the  Library  school  of  the  New 
York  public  library. 

Louise  Richardson,  '13,  children's  librari- 
an of  the  Public  library  at  Eveletb,  Minn., 
has  been  made  librarian  of  Meredith  college. 
Raleigh,   N.   C. 

Amelia  H.  Robie,  '14,  formerly  grade 
school  librarian  and  assistant  in  the  chil- 
dren's room  of  the  Cleveland  public  library, 
has  accepted  a  position  in  the  children's  de- 
partment of  the  Carnegie  library  of  Pitts- 

£s  telle  L.  Liebmann,  '16,  who  for  the 
past  year  has  been  file  clerk  at  the  Goldwyn 
Pictures  Corporation,  has  been  made  libra- 
rian of  the  National  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Service  Bureau. 

Lillian  P.  Nichoh,  '16,  has  been  made  an 
assistant  in  charge  of  the  grade  schools  at 
the  Public  library  of  Mason  City,  Iowa. 

Gladys  Rush,  '16,  formerly  reference  libra- 
rian of  the  Public  library  at  Siom  City. 
Iowa,  has  accepted  the  position  of  head  of 
the  circulation  department  at  the  Iowa  State 
College  library,  Ames,  Iowa. 

Adria  A.  Hutchinson,  '17,  has  returned  as 
librarian  to  the  Public  library  of  Berlin. 
New  Hampshire. 

Mabel  Wood,  '17,  formerly  a  junior  as- 
sistant on  the  staff  of  the  Cleveland  public 
library,  has  returned  to  the  system  as  first 
assistant  in  the  West  branch. 

Josephine  Adams  Rathbone, 

Vice-director. 
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St.  Looii  library  school 

The  first  session  of  the  St.  Louts 
library  school  opened  Thursday,  Sep- 
tember 20  with  22  students,  represent- 
ing the  following  states :  Arkansas,  In- 
diana, Missouri,  Ohio,  Oklahoma  and 
Tennessee.  Eight  of  the  students  had 
practical  library  experience  before  en- 
tering the  school;  Miss  Hynes,  in  Fort 
Smith,  Ark.;  Miss  Barnes,  in  Purdue 
University  library;  Miss  Hannaford,  in 
Springfield,  Ohio;  Miss  Davis,  in  Mus- 
kogee, Okla. ;  Miss  Rodgers,  in  South 
Carolina  library  commission;  Miss 
English,  in  Webster  Groves,  Mo.;  Miss 
Donan  and  Miss  Klinge,  in  St.  Louis. 

The  students  registered  from  St. 
Louts,  Webster  Groves  and  Kirkwood, 
Mo.  were  assigned  practice  work  at  the 
branch  libraries,  for  two  weeks,  before 
the  opening  of  the  school. 

Dr  Theodore  W.  Koch,  chief  of  the 
Order  division.  Library  of  Congress, 
introduced  the  series  of  lectures  to  be 
given  by  visiting  librarians  by  speaking 
on  War  libraries. 

Simmons  college 

College  opened  September  19  and  the 
students  entered  into  the  campaign  for 
camp  library  funds  with  such  effect  that 
Simmons  contributed  $400  or  1  per  cent 
of  Boston's  total.  The  allotment  would 
have  been  $55  on  the  5  per  cent  basis. 

A  rearrangement  of  ofiices  has  been 
made,  which  adds  to  efficiency  of  ad- 
ministration. Eleanor  Bednow  Smith, 
A.  B.,  Simmons,  '16-17,  has  been  added 
to  the  staff  as  a  revisor.  Miss  Harriet 
Howe  is  in  charge  of  the  cataloging 
course.  Charles  K.  Bolton,  after  a  year's 
leave  of  absence,  resumed  his  course  on 
the  History  of  libraries,  which  will  be 
devoted  this  year  to  foreign  libraries,  an- 
cient and  modem. 

The  roistered  stu<ients  in  the  library 
-chool  total  44  as  against  39  last  year. 

Visits  have  been  made  to  binderies,  the 
Art  museum,  Boston  public  library  and 
the  Library  Bureau.  Miss  Ethel  John- 
son, librarian  of  the  Woman's  Educa- 
tional and  Industrial  union,  addressed 
the  book  selection  class  on  the  special 
problems  of  her  library  October  8. 

The  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Bos- 


ton public  library,  as  such,  will  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  such  courses  or  parts  of 
courses,  dealing  with  technical  library 
subjects,  as  they  may  choose,  fees  beit^ 
pro  rata.  No  college  credit  will  be 
granted  except  to  those  who  offer  the 
usual  prerequisite. 

Prof.  Fujii  visited  the  Library  School 
October  11.  Upon  his  return  to  Japan 
he  expects  to  establish  courses  in  library 
training. 

A  number  of  previous  graduates  have 
transferred  from  their  previous  posi- 
tions. 

Dorothy  Bell,  '16,  resigned  from  the 
Irving'Casson  special  library,  to  succeed 
Stella  Beal.  "Oe,  as  librarian  of  the  D.  B.  and 
W,  C.  Jackson  special  library.  MisB  Beal 
is  going  into  business  in  Brockton  with  her 
brother. 

Deane  Blackshire,  '17,  has  been  appointed 
in  the  Public  library,  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Minnie  Burke.  'U,  has  been  appointed  on 
the  Staff  of  the  Public  library,  Milton,  Uass. 

Ada  Johnson,  '17,  has  been  appointed  to 
the   Mt.   Holyoke   College   library. 

Esther  Kingsbury,  '17,  has  accepted  a 
position  in  the  Gun  division.  Bureau  of  Ord- 
nance. War  department,  Washington,  D.  C 

Jean  P.  Lane.  '09-11,  resigned  from  the 
Seattle  public  library  to  accept  the  position 
of  librarian  of  th«  West  Seattle  high  school. 

Abbie  Gammons,  '10.  has  been  appointed 
on  the  University  of  Arizona  staff,  and  has 
resigned  from  the  Boston  Athenaeum. 

Ruth  Parker,  "14,  has  received  an  appoint- 
ment in  the  War  department,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Mary  E.  Rogers.  '16,  has  been  put  m 
charge  of  the  children's  room  of  the 
Epiphany  branch,  New  York  public  library. 

Ruth  Shattuck.  '10,  resigned  from  the 
Brooklyn  public  library,  to  become  head  Of 
the  children's  work  in  the  Public  library. 
New  London,  Conn. 

June  Richardson  Donnelly, 
Director. 
Syracuse  nnivenity 

The  Library  school  opened  on  Tues- 
day, September  18,  with  a  total  registra- 
tion of  75.  The  entering  class  numbers 
30,  of  which  23  take  the  four-year  course 
and  six  only  the  two-year  course,  con- 
sisting almost  entirely  of  technical  work. 
Two  are  college  graduates. 

Announcement  was  made  during  the  sum- 
mer of  the  marriage  of  Georgia  B,  Carpen- 
ter, '07,  to  Charles  H.  Hageman;  Ruth  Jones. 
•IS.  to  Earl  R.  Powers.  Mr  and  Mrs  Car- 
penter will  live  at  Bismarck,  North  Dakota; 
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and  Mr  and  Mrs  Powers  at  124  Comstock 
Ave.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Emma  Kinne,  TO,  and  Airaee  Peters.  '13, 
have  resigned  from  the  staff  of  tfae  Syracuse 
University  library  to  accept  positions  in 
Washington,  Miss  Kinne  in  the  office  of  the 
Surgeon  General,  and  Miss  Peters  in  the 
War  department. 

Ethel  Knight,  '10  has  resigned  from  the 
library  of  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education. 

Flora  Hodge,  A.  B.,  '17,  is  assistant  li- 
brarian of  the  Mechanical  and  Agricultural 
college  at  College  Station,  Texas. 

Sarah  R.  Line,  A.  B.,  '17,  is  librariao  at 
Fairbury,  III. 

Emma  Dibble  and  Evelyn  Hart,  '17,  have 
positions  in  the  government  service  at 
Washington. 

Laura  Merriman,  '17,  is  librarian  at  New- 
ark. N.  Y. 

E.  E.  SPERay, 

Director. 
University  of  Washington 

On  account  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Four  quarter  system  at  the  University  of 
Washington,  the  library  school  opens  this 
year  October  1, 

Helen  Lathe,  '16,  has  been  appointed  a 
member  of  the  cataloging  staff  of  the  Se- 
attle public  library. 

Kuth  Reynolds,  '16,  has  been  transferred 
from  the  schools  division  of  the  Seattle 
public  library  to  become  children's  librarian 
of  the  Ballard  branch  library, 

Frances  Woodworth,  '17,  has  resigned 
from  the  Walla  Walla  public  library  to  join 
the  staff  of  the  Public  library,  Victoria, 
British  Columbia.  Hazel  Jones,  '17,  has 
been  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  at  Walla 
Walla. 

Beatrice  Mercer,  '16,  has  been  appointed 
librarian  of  the  Ballard  high  school,  Se- 
attle. 

Esther  Hammond,  '17,  has  taken  a  posi- 
tion in  the  circulation  department  of  the 
Tacoma  public  library. 

The  following  members  of  the  class  of  '17 
have  been  added  to  the  staff  of  the  Central 
Seattle  public  library:  Agnes  H.  Bush, 
reference;  Mary  Walker,  branch;  Dorothy 
Grout,  schools;  Roberta  Meredith,  circula- 
tion; Margaret  Schumacher,  circulation; 
Corinne  Ruttle,  children. 

W.  E.  Henry, 

Director, 
Weatent  Reaerre  university 

Ttie  coune  li  one  rear  in  length  and  the  ntinber 
ol  itudeBii  ii  timiied.  GenenJ  trainins  ii  giTeti  Id 
Ibc  clementarr  lubjecti  of  librarr  ecooomr,  with 
public  libnrr  ttroblerai  eipeciallT  in  view.  As  en. 
trance  exaraination  ii  requited;  inc  tninlmnm  edaca- 
tlonal   preparation    ii   a   HiEh    Schaoi   count   or  iLe 

The  opening  exercises  of  the  four- 


teenth year  of  the  school  were  held  on 
the  afternoon  of  September  18.  Presi- 
dent Thwing,  Miss  Eastman  and  the  Di- 
rector extended  a  welcome  to  the  dass, 
which  is  composed  of  26  regular  and  two 
partial  time  students,  representing  the 
following  states:  Ohio,  14  (9  from 
Cleveland) ;  Illinois,  2;  Indiana,  2;  Iowa, 
1 ;  Minnesota,  1 ;  Missotui,  1 ;  New  York, 
2;  Ontario,  Can.,  1;  Pennsylvania,  3; 
Vermont,  1. 

The  resignation  of  Miss  Harriet  E. 
Howe  was  reluctantly  accepted  at  the 
close  of  the  school  year. 

Miss  Thirza  E.  Grant,  who  has  been  as- 
sistant instructor,  has  been  advanced  to 
head  instructor  and  Miss  Ruth  M.  Wil- 
lard  has  come  to  take  up  the  work  of  as- 
sistant instructor.  Miss  Willard  has  had 
varied  library  experience  since  receiving 
her  training  at  the  New  York  State  li- 
brary school,  in  the  Grinnell  Collie  li- 
brary, as  organizer  for  the  Iowa  library 
commission  and  in  branch  library  work 
in  Minneapolis. 

George  F.  Strong,  librarian  of  Adel- 
bcrt  college,  W.  R.  U.,  who  has  given  the 
reference  course  in  the  school  for  seven 
years,  has  been  given  leave  of  absence 
to  organize  the  Camp  Beauregard  library, 
at  Alexandria,  Louisiana;  the  reference 
course  will  be  given  this  year  by  Miss 
Bessie  H.  Shepard,  head  of  the  refer- 
ence division  of  the  Cleveland  public  li- 
brary. 

The  class  of  1917  are  in  positions  in 
the  following  libraries : 

Detroit  public  library:  Florence  D.  Borgy, 
Frances  S.  McCuIloch  and  Mildred  B.  Pot- 
ter; Chicago  public  library:  Charlotte  E. 
Harlmann;  Pittsburgh  public  library;  Wil- 
liam McC.  McKee;  Cincinnati  Mercantile 
library:  Hildegarde  Perkins;  Ft.  Wayne 
public  library:  Louise  C.  Pickard;  Uinnc- 
apolis  public  library:  Mildred  L.  Thonus; 
New  York  public  library:  Frieda  J.  Yclger- 
house;  East  Cleveland  public  library:  Gladys 
English;  Lakewood  public  library:  Gladys 
E.  Keller;  Adelbert  College  library,  W.  R. 
U.,  Cleveland:  Eunice  E.  Cooper;  Western 
Reserve  Historical  Society  library,  Cleve- 
land: Annie  J.  Oldham;  Cleveland  public 
library;  Margaret  Cleaveland,  Mary  F. 
Fuller,  Helen  L.  Funnell.  Gladys  R.  Haskio, 
Helen  L.  Plasman,  Anna  J.  Sloan.  Three 
are  completing  college  work:  Louise  G. 
Adams.  Mabel  M.  Kieley  3n<i  Edith  Witt 
schafter. 
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Recent  placements  of  graduates  are  as 
follows : 

Ethel  F.  Bowers,  '16,  reference  librarian, 
University  of  Idaho. 

Nina  C.  Brother  ton,  '07,  supervisor  of 
work  with  schools,  Carnegie  library,  Pitts- 
Victoria  Bronaon,  'H,  head  of  stations 
department.  Public  library,  Decatur,  111. 

Esther  H.  Burns,  '16,  Legislative  refer- 
ence, State  library,  Columbus,  O. 

Margaret  E.  Calfee,  '14,  High  school  libra- 
rian, Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Louise  £.  Grant,  '16.  assistant  librarian, 
Firestone  Tire  and  Rubber  Company, 
Akron,  Ohio. 

Audiene  Graham,  '13,  librarian,  Scovcll, 
Wellington    8c    Company,    Industrial    Engi- 

Jane  I.  Kuhns,  '16,  librarian,  Stewart  pub- 
lic library,  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

Anna  E.  Peterson,  '16,  assistant  librarian, 
Public  library,  Virginia,  Minn. 

Martha  Wilson,  'OS.  librarian.  Woodland 
branch,  Cleveland  public  library. 

Cards  have  been  received  by  the  school 
announcing  the  marriages  of: 

Helen  R.  Harsh,  'IS.  to  Milo  E.  Terry. 
Van  Wert.  Ohio. 

Ruth  M.  Ellis,  '10.  to  Eugene  S.  Mayer. 
Youngstown,  Ohio. 

Alice  S.  Tyler, 
Director. 
Univenity  of  vmsconBin 

The  Library  school  in  common  with 
the  rest  of  the  library  world  mourns  the 
death  of  its  first  director.  Henry  Eduard 
Legler.  It  was  his  enthusiasm  and  vision 
that  finally  secured  the  foundation  of  the 
school  and  carried  it  through  the  early 
years  of  its  organization.  His  loss  is 
keenly  felt. 

Several  faculty  changes  were  made  at 
the  opening  of  the  year,  Mr  M.  S. 
Du<feeon  has  entered  the  country's  serv- 
ice as  Director  of  camp  libraries  with 
headquarters  at  Washington.  The  two 
vacancies  on  the  faculty  caused  by  the 
acceptance  of  Miss  Carpenter's  and  Miss 
Htmible's  resignations  have  been  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  Miss  Jessie  Welles 
and  Miss  Julia  Wright  Merrill.  Both 
bring  special  training  and  large  experi- 
ence to  their  appointments.  Miss  Welles 
is  a  graduate  of  Pratt  Institute  library 
school  and  has  been  head  of  the  circula- 
tion department  of  the  Cam^e  library 
of  Pittsbui^h.  She  organized  the  ap- 
prentice class  of  the  Public  library  of 


Toledo  and  laid  the  foiudations  for  a 
county  library  system  in  Lucas  county, 
Ohio.  Miss  Merrill  graduated  from  the 
library  school  of  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois, served  three  years  on  the  Wisconsin 
library  commission  and  Lepslative  li- 
brary and  as  instructor  in  the  summer 
sessions.  For  10  years,  she  has  been 
connected  with  the  Cincinnati  public  li- 
brary, for  the  last  eight  holding  the  posi- 
tion of  chief  branch  librarian. 

Instruction  for  the  year  began  on 
September  26,  with  a  class  numbering  34. 
There  are  11  States  and  Canada  repre- 
sented as  follows:  15  from  Wisconsin, 
4  each  from  Illinois  and  Indiana,  2  each 
from  Iowa  and  Michigan  and  1  each 
from  California,  Georgia,  Idaho,  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  South  Dakota  and  Can- 
ada. Eleven  of  the  class  are  college 
graduates,  10  are  seniors  in  the  Univer- 
sity, whose  work  in  the  library  will  com- 
plete their  credits  for  their  A,  B,  There 
are  27  altogether  who  have  the  college 
point  of  view,  and  15  of  the  students 
have  had  library  experience  of  from  6 
months  to  12  years.  The  others  met  the 
entrance  requirements,  a  minimum  of 
two  months'  work  in  approved  libraries. 

The  class  of  1917  has  furnished  the  fol- 
lowing. 

Hazel  £.  Armstrong,  assistant.  Normal 
School   library,  Terre   Haute,   Ind. 

Marjorie  Carlton,  assistant,  public  li- 
brary, Calumet  and  Hccta  Mining  Company, 
Calumet,  Mich. 

Mrs  Florence  H.  Davis,  librarian.  Public 
library,  Bismarck,  N.  Dak. 

Jessie  P.  Jenks,  librarian,  State  Normal 
school,  Wayne,  Nebr. 

Harriet  L,  Kidder,  assistant  cataloger, 
Iowa  State  Teachers'  college,  Cedar  Falls. 

Emilie  Uuescr,  orf(anixer,  Lucas  County 
library,  Maumee,  Ohio. 

Josephine  E.  Risser,  assistant.  Lyndale 
branch,  Minneapolis  public  library. 

Helen  S.  Stevenson,  assistant.  Public  li- 
brary. Elkhart,  Ind. 

Marv  Ehogene  Hazeltine, 

Preceptor. 


Quotations  from  a  writer  whose  work 
is  helpful  to  librarians: 

Be  ye  transformed  by  the  renewal  of 
your  minds. 

And  again :  For  I  have  learned  from 
the  wise  and  the  i 
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A  Study  on  the  Use  of  Simple  Refer- 
ence Books,  Grade  8* 
Lesson  1. 

The  Text-book 
History  of  books. 

1.  Durable. 

Stone  tablets — Ten  commandmetits. 
Clay  baked— Chaldeans. 
Skin  oE  goats — Scroll. 

2.  Paper  (10th  century). 

3.  Present  form. 
Title  page. 

Author. 

Title. 

Publisher. 
Copyright, 
Contents. 

Preface  or  introduction. 
Chapter — Paragraph — Sen  tence. 
Fo  0 1  n  o  te — Gl  ossa  ry — Appe  nduc, 

4.  How  to   read    for  a  subject;   for  a 

thought. 

Example — Get  thought  from  a  para- 
graph. 

5.  How    to    take    notes — Copying — Re- 
Lesson  2. 

The  Dictioiuiy 
1.  Who  wrote  it — Explain  "compiler." 

1.  Spelling. 

2.  Pronunciation. 

3.  Derivation, 

4.  Parts  of  speech. 

5.  Declension. 

6.  Definition. 

7.  Shades   of  meaning.     Example — 

Geom.  Mus.  obs.  Law. 

8.  Examples   of   use   of  word   (Quo- 

tations). 

9.  Syn=Synonym. 
10.   Illustrations, 

3.  How  to  use  it — Finger  guides — Spell 

correctly — Know  alphabet. 

4.  Compare    Webster— Standard— Cen- 

The  Encyclopedia 

1.  Who    wrote    it.      Explain    "Editor" 

(Author     of     articles,     editor     of 

2.  Its  use—' 

1.  Contains  information  on  subjects. 

Explain  meaning  of  "subject" — 
History,  geography,  etc. 

2.  Arrangement  alphabetical. 

3.  -Gives  facts  in  concise  form,  some- 

limes     pronunciation,     illustra- 
tions and  maps. 


4.  Subdivision      of     articles      (para- 
graphing). 

5.  Lettering    on    back   of  volumes — 

■^-"ncw  I 

—Encyclopedia    Brit- 

The  AtUa  and  Gaxetteer 
Define — Atlas— Gazetteer. 

2.  Description. 
Test  questions  for  practice  work. 

1.  Find     something     about     Abraham 

2.  Spell  shellac. 

3.  Syllabize  telephone. 

4.  Spell  judgment. 

5.  What  is  the  meaning  of  "nice"? 

6.  What  ia  a  doge? 

7.  What  are  his  duties? 

8.  What  is  the  longitude  and  latitude 

of  Cincinnati? 

9.  What  ia  the  vegetation  of  the  Philip- 

pine Islands? 
10.  Look   up    dragoon    in    dictionary — 
encyclopedias. 
Lesson  3. 

1.  Poole's  index. 

Who  wrote  it — Compiler. 

How  Mr.  Poole  began  his  index. 

Librarian  of  Public  library  of  Cin- 
cinnati and  our  large  collection  of 
periodicals.  Reader't  Guide,  a  con- 
tinuation.   Explain  cumulation. 

2.  Its  use— 

The  index  is  arranged  alphabetically 

by  subject. 
Note  name  of  periodical,  volume  and 

page. 
Show  monthly  and  yearly  volumes. 


Economy  in  LibraricB 

The  following  notice  has  been  issued 
by  the  Public  library  of  Newark,  N.  J.: 

The  Public  library  has  decided  to  ask  the 
people  of  Newark  to  help  it  economiie  in 
a  way  that  wilt  not  work  any  hardship  upon 
any  user  of  the  library.  It  has  been  the 
custom  of  the  library,  as  a  matter  of  cour- 
tesy, lo  send  postal  and  ieller  notices  tor 
overdue  books.  The  sending  of  these  no- 
tices costs  a  great  deal  of  money,  not  only 
in  the  stationery  and  postage  used,  but  also 
in   the   clerical   work  required. 

The  Public  library  now  asks  all  borrow- 
ers to  return  books  when  due,  without  re- 
minder. 

This  new  scheme  will  take  effect  inune- 
diately.  It  is  hoped  that  all  users  of  the 
library  will  see  the  necessit];  for  this  econ- 
omy and  will  co-operate  with  the  tibrvy. 
The  money  thus  saved  will  be  put  into 
books,  a  far  better  use  for  it  than  to  remind 
people  of  their  obligations. 
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News  From  the  Field 
But 

Gertrude  Whittemore,  N.  Y.  State, 
'06-'07,  has  resigned  the  librarianship 
of  the  Narragansett  library  association, 
Peace  Dale,  R.  I.,  to  accept  a  similar 
post  in  the  Pequot  library,  Southport, 
Conn. 

A  course  of  54  free  lectures  will  be 
given  at  the  Boston  public  library  dur- 
ing the  period,  October  2  to  April  11. 

in  addition  the  Ruskin  club  will  give 
14  free  lectures  at  the  Public  library. 

Lectures  will  also  be  given  through- 
out the  winter  in  the  lecture  hall  of  the 
branch  libi-aries.  The  lectures  on 
Thursday  evenings  are  always  illus- 
trated by  lantern  slides. 

The  report  of  the  Public  library,  Ban- 
gor, Maine,  records  not  only  a  satisfac- 
tory year,  but  the  avoidance  of  a  threat- 
ened crisis  in  the  history  of  the  insti- 
tution. The  book  fund  became  exhaust- 
ed, but  the  income  from  the  new  endow- 
ment available  at  the  last  of  the  year 
provides  $6,000  annually  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  Traveling  libraries  for 
the  rural  schools  were  established  during 
the  year. 

Activities  include  increased  coopera- 
tion with  the  Bangor  Theological  semi- 
nary and  University  of  Maine ;  extension 
of  the  course  of  instruction  of  high 
school  pupils  and  a  special  class  in  cata- 
lc%ing  open  to  the  library  assistants  and 
substitutes,  from  which  future  appoint- 
ments are  to  be  made  from  those  doing 
the  work. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Library 
association  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  records 
accessions,  20,014;  circulation,  842,154; 
books  on  shelves,  228,990;  number  of 
card  holders,  41,(X)8.  Books  have  been 
supplied  to  the  soldiers  encamped  nearby. 
Lists  of  helpful  books  on  various  domes- 
tic activities  for  housework  and  thrift 
have  been  printed  and  distributed.  Books 
helpful  to  manufacturers  and  business 
men  of  all  kinds  have  been  added  to  the 
shelves — lists  of  technical  books,  scien- 
tific management,  factory  organization, 
exporting.  Ambitious  young  workmen 
in  large  numbers  have  been  furnished 
with  reading  matter  to  fit  them  for  ad- 


vancement in  their  trades  or  calling.  Ex- 
hibitions of  commercial  artists  of  the 
city,  loan  collection  paintings  from  out- 
side and  treasures  of  olden  times  such 
as  shawls,  coverlets,  embroideries,  etc.,  . 
have  been  held.  Advance  notices  are 
posted  on  the  bulletin  board  of  musical 
events,  notworthly  lectures,  etc.,  in 
Springfield,  New  York  and  Boston. 

Central  Atlantic 

Ursula  K.  Johnstone,  Pratt  Normal 
course,  '13,  is  registrar  of  the  British 
consulate  in  New  York. 

Marian  R.  Glenn,  Pratt  '07,  has  as- 
sumed the  editorship  of  the  Business 
Woman's  page  of  Forbes  Magaaine. 

Ethel  I.  Burwell,  N.  Y.  State,  '12-'13, 
has  been  chosen  as  librarian  of  Goucher 
College  library,  Baltimore,  Md, 

Ida  Mendenhall,  Pratt  "04,  was  mar- 
ried on  August  25,  to  William  Beseler 
and  is  living  in  Anaheim,  Cal. 

Gladys  V.  Lloyd,  an  assistant  in  the 
New  York  State  library  school  from 
1912  to  1916,  died  October  9  after  an 
illness  of  more  than  a  year. 

Ella  B.  Cook,  Pratt  '14,  has  Just  re- 
signed the  position  of  reference  librarian 
of  the  Trenton  public  library  to  accept 
that  of  assistant  to  the  organizer  of  the 
New  Jersey  public  library  commission. 

Sheldon  Fletcher,  New  York  public  li- 
brary, '15-17,  has  resigned  her  place  in 
the  Aguilar  branch  of  the  New  York 
public  library,  to  become  a  high  school 
librarian  in  the  Newark  public  library. 

Miss  Anne  Eaton,  for  seven  years  li- 
brarian of  the  University  of  Tennessee, 
has  resigned  her  position  to  become  li- 
brarian of  the  Lincoln  library  of  Teach- 
ers' College,  New  York  city. 

Edith  M.  Morgan,  Illinois,  '12-13,  li- 
brarian of  the  Colorado  State  normal 
school  at  Gunnison,  has  received  an  ap- 
pointment in  the  War  department  in 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Eleanor  H.  Frick,  Pratt  '95,  secretary 
of  the  Joint  committee  on  classification 
of  technical  literature  of  the  United 
Engineering  society,  has  resigned  and 
has  returned  to  the  staff  of  the  Ameri- 
can society  of  civil  engineers. 
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Miss  Romana  K.  McManis,  foimerly 
librarian  of  Tyler,  Texas,  has  been  ap- 
pointed reference  librarian  for  the  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  for  the  M.  E. 
church  with  an  office  at  150  Fifth  avenue, 
New  Yorl(  City. 

Mary  C.  Richardson,  N.  Y.  State,  '10- 
'11,  resigned  the  librarianship  of  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  high  school,  Spokane, 
to  succeed  Miss  Mendenhall  as  librar- 
ian of  the  State  normal  school  at  Gene- 
sco,  N.  Y. 

J.  Peterson  Ryder  has  been  appointed 
librarian  of  Drexel  Institute,  Phila- 
delphia, to  succeed  Miss  Elizabeth  Qark, 
resigned.  Mr  Ryder  has  been  head  of 
the  boys  gymnasium  at  Drexel  for  many 
years. 

Edna  B,  Pratt,  for  some  time  ©ion- 
izer for  the  New  Jersey  library  commis- 
sion,.resigned  her  position  to  take  charge 
of  Public  library  interests  in  Passaic, 
New  Jersey.  Miss  Pratt  succeeds  Eliza- 
'beth  H.  White,  who  resigned  after  a  five- 
year  service,  to  be  married. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Shearer,  for  the  past  five 
years  assistant  librarian  of  the  Newberry 
library,  Chicago,  has  been  appointed 
librarian  of  the  Grosvenor  library,  Buf- 
falo, New  York. 

This  library  forms  the  scholarly  ref- 
erence library  of  Buffalo  and  with  ade- 
quate means  and  reorganization  has  a 
very  bright  outlook. 

Dr  George  W,  Harris,  librarian  emer- 
itus of  Cornell  university,  died  October 
11,  aged  68.  He  was  connected  with  the 
library  of  Cornell  University  from  1873 
until  his  death.  He  began  as  assistant 
librarian.  He  was  acting  librarian  from 
1883  to  1890  and  university  librarian  un- 
til 1915  when  he  became  librarian  emeri- 
tus. In  his  42  years  of  service  Mr  Har- 
ris never  left  the  university  for  any  ex- 
tended period,  nor  had  he  ever  been  ab- 
sent on  sick  leave.  The  library  con- 
tained 34,000v.  when  he  came  to  its  serv- 
ice and  he  saw  it  grow  to  more  than 
475,000v.,  the  fourth  largest  library  in  the 
country. 

Centnd 

M.  Zeliaette  Troy,  Illinois,  B.  L.  S., 


'15,  librarian  of  the  Public  library, 
Hoopeston,  Illinois,  since  September, 
1915,  has  resigned. 

Azalea  Oizbee,  New  York  public  li- 
brary, '12-14,  has  been  engaged  to  cat- 
alog the  private  library  of  W,  L.  Qem- 
ents  at  Bay  City,  Michigan. 

Esther  L,  Bergen,  who  was  in  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois  library  school  last  year, 
has  been  appointed  head  of  the  loan  work 
in  Public  library,  Decatur,  Illinois. 

The  new  Central  library  building  of  In- 
dianapolis was  dedicated  Sunday  after- 
noon, October  7,  with  appropriate  exer- 
cises. Dr  Arthur  E.  Bostwick  of  Sl 
Louis  made  the  principal  address. 

Corinne  Aldrich,  formerly  assistant  in 
the  Stations  department  of  the  Public 
library,  Detroit,  has  been  appointed  engi- 
neering librarian  of  the  State  college, 
Ames,  Iowa. 

Julia  W.  Merrill.  lUinois,  B.  L.  S.,  '03, 
for  several  years  Chief  branch  librarian 
of  the  Cincinnati  public  library,  has  ac- 
cepted an  appointment  with  the  Wiscon- 
sin Free  library  commission. 

Blanche  Robertson,  Illinois,  '13-14, 
has  resigned  from  her  position  as  assist- 
ant in  the  Drake  University  library  to 
become  librarian  of  Simpson  collie,  In- 
dianola,  Iowa. 

Victoria  Bronson,  Western  Reserve, 
'14,  and  since  then  connected  with  the 
Qeveland  public  library,  has  taken 
charge  of  the  extension  work  of  the  Pub- 
lic library,  Decatur,  Illinois. 

Zana  K.  Miller,  librarian  of  Spies  pub- 
lic library,  Menominee,  Mich.,  spent  the 
summer  in  Honolulu  on  a  seven  months' 
leave  of  absence.  She  will  return  to  her 
position  about  November  1. 

Mary  A.  Nichols,  Illinois,  '15-16,  has 
resigneid  from  her  position  on  the  staff 
of  Uie  Minneapolis  public  library  to  be- 
come an  assistant  in  the  Public  library, 
Hibbing,  Minnesota. 

Adah  Patton,  Illinois,  B.  L.  S.,  "02, 
since  1908  a  member  of  the  staflF  of  the 
cataloging  department  of  the  University 
of   Illinois  library,  has  been  appointed 
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catalog  librarian  to  succeed  P.  S.  Gould- 
ing,  resigned. 

South 

Frances  Young,  New  York  public  li- 
brary, '13-15,  has  accepted  the  position  of 
first  assistant  in  the  Public  library  of 
Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Miss  Edith  A,  Phelps,  for  12  years 
librarian  of  the  Public  library  of  Okla- 
homa City,  has  been  appointed  librarian 
of  the  Carnegie  library,  Tyler,  Texas. 

Dey  B.  Smith,  Illinois,  '14-15,  librar- 
rian  of  the  Public  Library,  Morris,  Illi- 
nois, for  the  past  two  years,  has  resigned 
in  order  to  accept  an  appointment  with 
the  Cincinnati  public  library. 

Pearl  A.  Stone,  Illinois,  '15-16,  suc- 
ceed's  Miss  Smith  at  Morris. 

Argo,  Illinois,  a  factory  town  south  of 
Chicago,  opened  its  new  public  library, 
October  23.  Miss  Vivien  Diefcnderfcr, 
a  graduate  of  Syracuse  University  li- 
brary school,  formerly  employed  in  the 
public  library,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  has  charge 
of  the  organization  work  and  will  con- 
tinue as  librarian. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago 
public  library  has  taken  action  to  erect 
on  the  West  Side  the  first  of  the  regional 
library  buildings  planned  by  the  late 
Henry  Eduard  Legler.  It  will  be  named 
in  his  honor. 

The  building  will  cost  over  $75,000, 
will  be  stocked  with  50,000  volumes,  and 
will  be  the  distributing  center  for  all  the 
West  Side  branches. 

Mabel  A.  Thain,  for  12  years  librarian 
of  Oak  Park,  III.,  died  October  3  after  a 
painful  illness.  Miss  Thain  had  been 
connected  with  the  library  for  20  years. 
She  was  prominent  in  the  religious  and 
intellectual  life  of  the  community,  was  a 
member  of  the  A.  L.  A.  and  the  Chicago 
library  club  and  was  first  vice-president 
of  the  Illinois  library  association  at  the 
time  of  her  death. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  library 
of  Superior,  Wisconsin,  records  a  circu- 
lation of  165,384  volumes,  making  a  cir- 
culation of  3.5  V.  per  capita;  of  this  43 
per  cent  is  non-fiction.     Lessons  were 


given  to  high  school  students  on  the  use 
of  the  library..  There  was  a  circulation 
of  73,265  V.  among  juveniles;  37  per  cent 
of  the  adult  circulation  was  from  the  li- 
brary stations.  The  library  was  adver- 
tised by  displays  in  windows  and  car 
waiting-rooms  and  announcements  by 
schools  and  clergymen. 

The  St  Louis  library  report  covers  a 
year  of  active  work. 

The  library  now  contains  487,336v 
and  gave  out  during  the  year  2,310,075v, 
including  supplementary  reading  issued 
to  schools.  Among  other  interesting 
news  items  are  the  distribution  of  intro- 
duction cards  to  newly  naturalized  citi- 
zens and  cards  of  invitation  to  transients; 
the  agreement  of  the  Board  of  education 
to  construct  certain  school  buildings  in 
future  with  quarters  for  branch  libraries 
and  the  increase  and  betterment  of  the 
parcel  post  service. 

The  establishment  of  the  St  Louis  li- 
brary school  superseding  the  training 
class  is  noted. 

The  new  central  library  building  in  St. 
Paul  was  dedicated  Wednesday,  October 
10.  The  library  was  open  for  inspection 
from  3  imtil  10  p.  m,  A  committee  of 
representatives  of  the  leading  civic  and 
business  organizations  and  women's 
clubs  were  present  to  assist  the  library 
staff  in  receiving  visitors  in  their  inspec- 
tion of  the  new  building. 

A  flag  raising  conducted  by  the  Boy 
Scouts  preceded  the  formal  exercises. 
At  the  latter,  addresses  were  made  by  the 
president  of  the  St.  Paul  association,  by 
a  representative  of  the  Library  board  of 
1863,  by  the  architect,  by  the  mayor,  by 
the  Commissioner  of  education,  and  by 
the  librarian.  A  congratulatory  address 
was  presented  by  a  representative  of  the 
Board  of  trustees  of  the  Public  library 
of  Minneapolis. 

At  8  o'clock  there  was  an  address  by 
Dr  Marion  L.  Burton,  president  of  the 
University  of  Minnesota. 

During  the  same  week  three  new 
branch  library  buildings  also  were  dedi- 
cated, exercises  for  the  children  being 
held  in  the  afternoon,  and  for  adults  in 
the  evening. 
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The  training  class  of  the  Public  li- 
brary, Louisville,  began  its  work  Octo- 
ber IS  with  10  students.  Two  members 
from  Kentucky  libraries  outside  of 
Louisville  were  admitted. 

Miss  Myrtle  Cole,  who  has  been  libra- 
rian of  the  Public  library  at  Raton,  New 
Mexico,  for  several  years,  has  resigned  to 
be  married.  Mtss  Evelyn  Shuler,  who 
had  been  Miss  Cole's  assistant,  has  been 
elected  her  successor. 

W«t 

Miss  Grace  Reely  of  Missoula  has 
been  appointed  librarian  of  the  Public 
library  of  Deerlodge,  Montana. 

Miss  Charlotte  Matson  of  Minneapolis 
has  been  elected  legislative  reference 
librarian  of  the  North  Dakota  library 
commission. 

A  Denver  firm  shortened  the  working 
day  one  hour  for  two  of  its  office  secre- 
taries on  condition  that  that  hour  be 
spent  in  the  Public .  library's  reference 
room. 

Ruth  Cowgill,  Pratt  '11,  who  has  been 
since  graduation  cataloger  at  the  Kan- 
sas State  Historical  Society  library,  has 
recently  accepted  the  position  of  cata- 
loger at  the  Chouteau  County  free  li- 
brary, Fort  Benton,  Montana. 

Elizabeth  Forrest,  Illinois,  B.  L.  S.. 
'06,  after  a  year  in  graduate  study  at 
the  University  of  Chicago,  received  the 
M.  A.  degree  this  summer,  and  returned 
to  her  position  as  librarian  of  the  Mon- 
tana State  college  at  Bozeraan. 

The  Public  library  of  Denver  in  an- 
swer to  a  protest  entered  by  the  Colorado 
chapter  of  the  D.  A.  R.  has  withdrawn 
Hamlin  Garland's  book,  A  son  of  the 
Middle  Border,  from  its  shelves.  Objec- 
tion to  the  circulation  of  the  book  is  made 
on  account  of  a  slurring  remark  about 
the  American  flag. 

Miss  Julia  C.  Stockett,  for  some  time 
connected  with  the  Wisconsin  library 
commission,  has  been  made  field  librarian 
of  the  South  Dakota  library  commission. 
Miss  Stockett  succeeds  Miss  Lois  Spen- 
cer, who  was  married  in  August  to  Prof 


H.  C.  Severin,  of  the  State  Agricultural 
college.  South  Dakota. 

Pacific  Coast 
The  Tacoma  public  library  has  a 
large  number  of  duplicate  agricultural 
experiment  station  bulletins  which  it 
will  be  glad  to  send  to  any  library  or 
libraries  needing  them  free  of  cost  ex- 
cept for  the  parcel  post  expense  in- 
volved. 

Mary  Frances  Carpenter  of  the  Wis- 
consin library  commission  has  resigned 
to  fill  temporarily  the  position  of  cata- 
Ic^r  and  reference  librarian  in  the 
Library  of  Hawaii.  She  went  to  Hono- 
lulu in  April  on  a  seven  months'  leave  of 
absence  to  classify  and  catalog  the 
pamphlet  section  of  the  Hawaiian  His- 
torical society  and  to  substitute  in  the 
library  of  Hawaii  during  the  summer 
months.  She  has  been  connected  with 
the  Wisconsin  library  school  since  its 
organization,  as  a  member  of  its  faculty 
and  also  a  library  visitor  for  tlie  com- 
mission. 

Sarah  M.  Jacobus,  librarian  of  the 
Public  library,  Pomona,  California,  in  the 
twenty-seventh  annual  report  records  the 
number  of  volumes,  34,127;  circulation, 
123,652,  the  largest  in  the  history 
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Foreign 
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William  Webb,  B.  L.  S.  New  York 
State,  '16,  has  reached  France  and  is  at 
work  as  a  member  of  the  Reconstruction 
unit  sent  out  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Society  of  Friends. 
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Emotional  Poise  in  War  Time* 

How  the  libraries  can  help  the  public 

Edith    Kathleen   Jonea,   librarian,    McLean 

hoapital,  Waverly,  Hasa. 

Emotional  poise  implies  controlled, 
not  suppressed  emotions.  Uncontrolled 
emotion  is  destructive,  because  it  wrecks 
nerve-force  and  impairs  one's  judgment 
and  makes  one  a  menace  to  society;  but 
controlled,  guided  emotion  is  construc- 
tive; it  keeps  the  soul  alive;  it  is  in- 
spiration; without  it  there  would  be  no 
great  deeds,  no  great  songs. 

In  these  days  of  preventive  medicine, 
mental  hygiene  is  b^inning  to  play  a  con- 
spicuous part.  While  we  do  not  know 
the  causes  of  certain  kinds  of  insanity, 
we  do  know  that  the  person  of  ill- 
balanced  temperament,  uncontrolled  by 
either  himself  or  others,  self -centered 
and  introspective,  is  less  able  to  stand 
any  stress  of  emotion  or  work  and  is 
much  more  liable  to  nervous  or  mental 
breakdown  than  the  person  taught  from 
childhood  to  think  clearly,  to  be  quick  in 
sympathy,  and  to  control  himself.  We 
know,  too,  that  the  "one-idea'd  man," 
whose  mind  runs  in  a  groove  and  whose 
life  settles  into  a  rut — "the  man  with  a 
single-track  mind" — is  more  likely  to  go 
to  pieces  in  middle  life  than  he  who  has 
kept  all  sides  of  his  mind  alive  and  alert ; 
who  has  many  interests  outside  his  busi- 
ness or  profession;  who  is  thoroughly 
human,  not  a  mere  business  machine. 

Now  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  war, 
with  all  its  attendant  horrors  too  great 
for  mortal  mind  to  grasp  in  their  en- 
tirety, has  been  responsible  for  many 
mental  collapses.  What  shall  we  do  to 
guard  oursdves?  Shall  we  close  our 
eyes  and  ears  to  the  sufferings  of  the 

*Read  at  the  Plymouth  meeting  of  the 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  Old 
Colony  library  clubs,  July  7,  1917. 


world,  refuse  to  roll  bandages  because 
we  cannot  bear  the  thought  of  the  terri- 
ble wounds  these  bandages  may  cover, — 
refuse  to  read  the  newspapers  or  books 
dealing  with  the  war  because  it  is  "too 
horrible"  ?  That  way  lies  a  deadening  of 
sympathies,  a  stifling  of  human  instincts, 
a  stultifying  of  reasoning  powers.  Or 
shall  we  read  every  lurid  detail  we  can 
get  hold  of,  soak  ourselves  in  emotion 
and  scream  hysteric  demands  through 
the  newspapers  for  the  country  to  "get 
up  and  do  something"  no  matter  what? 
That  makes  us  a  menace  to  society,  for 
while  the  first  course  harms  only  our- 
selves, the  second  tends  to  inflame  the 
popular  mind,  sap  the  national  courage, 
foment  distrust  of  the  administration, 
incite  to  mob  hysteria  and  perhaps  to 
mob  violence.  We  must  keep  sane, 
trust  those  in  office,  stop  criticizing  un- 
less we  know  what  we  are  talking  about, 
keep  our  sympathies  alive,  our  emotions 
controlled,  do  what  we  can  to  help.  Now 
what  can  we  librarians  do? 

The  library  may  seem  to  us  a  very 
trivial  affair  in  these  days  of  national 
stress  and  stem  emotion,  when  we  all 
long  to  do  something  really  big  and 
worth  while.  But — perhaps  you  do  not 
know  that  the  library  plays  a  very  im- 
portant part  in  the  therapeutics  of  the 
modem  hospital  for  the  nervous  and  in- 
sane. While  we  make  no  pretensions 
that  books  cure  the  sick  mind — that,  of 
course,  is  absurd — it  is  true  that  what- 
ever gets  the  mind  out  of  its  rut,  out  of 
its  vicious  circle  of  false  reasoning,  of 
going  over  and  over  and  over  again  the 
same  dreary  round  of  thought,  what- 
ever can  divert  it  into  other  channels 
even  for  a  short  time  and  give  it  rest,  is 
curative,  and  books  do  accomplish  this. 
Interesting  work,  especially  if  it  is  cre- 
ative and  so  occupies  the  mind,  helps; 
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golf  and  tennis,  when  not  too  tiring,  help; 
knitting  and  sewing,  as  a  rule,  do  not, 
because  the  mind  is  left  free  to  pursue 
its  interminable  round  of  thought  while 
the  fingers  fly  mechanically.  But  one 
cannot  work  or  play  strenuous  games  all 
the  time,  and  it  is  in  the  intervals  of  these, 
after  the  day's  business  is  over,  that 
books  are  needed  to  bring  their  message 
to  the  still  active  brain.  And  the  great 
thing  about  books  is  that  there  are  so 
many  kinds  and  they  bring  so  many 
messages.  For  one  it  is  poetry,  for  an- 
other a  novel  of  thrilling  adventure,  for 
a  third  an  absorbing  detective  story  (no 
matter  if  it  is  a  trifle  "yellow"  if  it  pre- 
serves his  sanity) ;  for  still  another  a 
sweet  and  cheerful  love  story;  others 
will  turn  to  science  or  history  while 
others  still,  and  they  are  many,  will  seek 
the  shelves  of  out-door  books.  Now  if 
the  public  libraries  can  meet  the  needs 
of  the  people  at  large  as  the  ideal  hos- 
pital library  does  those  of  its  patients, 
they  will  be  performing  a  great  national 
service, — that  of  helping  the  people  to 
keep  their  emotional  stability.  Not 
unemotional,  mind  you,  but  sane,  con- 
trolled emotion. 

It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  hospital 
librarian  can  reach  her  readers  much 
more  intimately  than  the  public  librarian 
can;  also  that  the  small  library  in  town 
or  village  is  on  more  companionable 
terms  with  its  readers  than  the  large  city 
library  possibly  can  be.  The  larger  the 
library  the  greater  number  of  assistants, 
and,  correspondingly,  the  less  personal 
contact.  But  even  here  the  sympathetic 
and  resourceful  person  at  the  desk  can 
devise  ways  of  getting  at  her  readers — 
or  rather  of  letting  her  readers  get  at 
the  books.  AH  libraries,  practically,  have 
"new  books"  shelves  and  bring  out  as 
needed  from  the  oblivion  of  the  stack 
books  on  the  topics  of  the  day.  Now 
why  not  have  a  recreational  shelf  along- 
side these?  In  my  library,  I  made  the 
interesting  discoveiy  that  patients  and 
nurses  took  out  books  that  were  in  close 
proximity  to  the  new  books.  It  had 
been  a  matter  of  anxiety  to  me  that  our 
very  excellent  books  on  social  service 
were  known  to  so  few,  so,  acting  on  this 


discovery,  I  tried  the  experiment  of  mov- 
ing the  new  books  into  the  social  service 
stack;  presto  I  books  on  social  service 
were  taken  out  all  the  time  and  more  de- 
manded 1  Then  I  changed  the  new 
books  to  the  history  department  with  like 
results;  history  became  very  popidar. 
Now  I  have  them  among  biography,  and 
lives  of  great  men  all  remind  us  that  they 
really  are  very  interesting  reading; 
books  that  never  have  been  taken  out  ix- 
fore  in  the  history  of  the  library  are  read 
and  enjoyed  just  because  my  people  have 
found  them  for  themselves.  I  mi^t 
have  recommended  them  till  I  was  black 
in  the  face  without  achieving  this  re- 
sult. The  truth  is,  human  nature  is  so 
very  human !  The  mere  fact  that  a  thing 
is  thrust  upon  one  with  strong  en- 
comiums seems  to  be  a  cogent  reason  for 
not  taking  it,  while  if  it  is  casually  left 
round  it  is  eagerly  appropriated. 

Of  course  the  first  uiings  we  want  to- 
day in  the  library  which  is  really  help- 
ful, are  war  books.  I  am  not  spealdi^ 
now  of  the  educational  part  which  they 
play — others  can  better  treat  of  that; 
but  it  is  a  fact  that  this  war  is  the  great- 
est thing  that  ever  happened  and  no  one. 
unless  he  is  a  dementia  praecox  patient 
or  headed  that  way,  can  remain  entirely 
aloof  and  untouched  by  its  m^hty  issues, 
and  most  of  us,  in  New  England  at  any 
rate,  have  lived  with  this  war  for  nearly 
three  years ;  it  underlies  all  our  thougiits, 
and  most  of  us  are  consumed  with  a 
passion  for  service — personal  service — 
something  which  will  really  help.  Now 
to  do  anything  intelligently  we  must 
understand  this  war — its  causes,  its 
trend,  what  principles  the  different  na- 
tions are  fighting  for,  and  why  the 
United  States  has  entered  the  maelstrom. 
Otherwise  it  will  seem  a  senseless  massa- 
cre to  us  and  we  will  be  in  no  condition 
to  help  by  intelligent  thought  and  speech, 
if  not  by  actual  service,  in  the  tremendous 
economic  stru^le  and  social  upheaval 
which  is  surely  coming  after  this  war  is 
over.  In  order  to  help  towards  a  durable 
and  lasting  peace  which  shall  make  the 
world  forever  safe  for  democracy,  we. 
the  intelligent  and  thoughtful  people  of 
democratic  America,  must  know,  and  un- 
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derstand  and  teach — and  this  is  where 
the  libraries  come  in.  That  library  which 
does  not  give  its  community  plenty  of 
bcmks  and  magazines  which  shall  help  to- 
ward a  clearer  understanding  of  the 
principles  underlying  this  war  is  failing 
in  its  service  to  that  community.  The 
librarian,  especially  in  a  small  village, 
who  does  not  inform  herself  on  war  top- 
ics so  she  can  answer  questions  and  prove 
her  opinions  by  authentic  books  which 
she  can  give  her  people  is  failing  in  just 
that  personal  service  she  so  longs  to  give. 
Occasionally  you  find  some  one  who 
frankly  says  he  is  not  interested  in  the 
war,  but  in  every  case,  if  you  will  ques- 
tion him,  you  will  find  he  knows  nothing 
whatever  about  it,  and  most  of  us  Ameri- 
cans are  very  eager  to  study  things  out 
for  ourselves. 

If  we  wish  to  preserve  our  emotional 
poise  we  must  see  to  it  that  books  on  all 
the  many  sides  of  this  war  are  at  hand. 
I  know  no  better  way  to  show  you  what 
I  mean  than  to  illustrate  by  my  own 
library,  remembering  always  that  I  come 
in  closer  contact  with  my  readers — pa- 
tients, staff  and  training-school—than 
any  one  possibly  can  in  a  public  library. 
Our  men  want  books  on  the  war;  they 
ask  for  something  on  the  causes — the 
"real  causes" — knowing  well  that  the  as- 
sassination of  an  Austrian  archduke  by  a 
Serbian  was  not  the  real  cause.  But  what 
was  it?  Now  for  months  a  map  hung 
in  our  library,  and  many,  many  times  pa- 
tients and  nurses  have  studied  that  map 
and  seen  for  themselves  the  geographic 
causes — -the  trend  of  every  nation  to- 
wards the  sea;  the  hemmed-in  position 
of  the  rapidly  increasing  population  of 
the  central  empires  and  of  Russia.  Then 
they  have  read  Gibbons'  The  new  map 
of  Europe  which  lays  bare  the  under- 
hand diplomacy,  the  strangling  of  the 
small  nations  by  all  the  great  powers  all 
jealous  of  one  another.  I  tell  you,  every 
nation  which  interfered  in  the  settlement 
of  the  last  Balkan  war  is  getting  just 
what  is  coming  to  it  right  now  in  the 
Balkans!  You  cannot  sow  distrust  and 
suspicion  and  reap  enthusiastic  love  and 
respect!  And  if  the  European  nations 
have  not  already  learned  that  secret  di- 


plomacy will  not  do,  then  America  has 
a  hard  job  before  her  in  trying  to  help 
make  a  durable  and  lasting  peace.  Give 
your  thoughtful  readers  such  books  as 
Gibbons',  Sloane's  The  Balkans  and 
Shuster's  The  strangling  of  Persia  for 
arraignments  of  this  diplomacy. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Germany,  in 
her  desire  for  expansion,  was  blocked 
and  balked  in  all  her  schemes  by  Great 
Britain,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  if 
she  had  submitted  her  case  to  the  Hague 
tribunal  she  would  have  had  much  sym- 
pathy from  the  rest  of  the  world ;  but  she 
chose  rather  to  shake  the  mailed  fist,  to 
consider  herself  the  chosen  "Scourge  of 
God"  for  the  world,  and  she  educated 
her  people  for  three  generations  in  false 
history,  in  false  philosophy,  in  machine- 
like docility  to  do  the  will  of  the  "All- 
Highest,"  meaning  the  Kaiser,  not  God. 
With  a  paranoiac  who  believes  himself 
the  incarnation  of  Attila  the  Hun  at  its 
head,  this  nation,  trained  to  "the  will  to 
power"  and  "might  makes  right,"  flung 
herself  across  the  civilization  of  the 
world.  If  your  people  don't  believe  it, 
give  them  Usher's  Pan-Germanism, 
Cramb's  Germany  and  England,  Beck's 
The  evidence  in  the  case,  Owen  Wis- 
ter's  The  Pentecost  of  calamity,  Eric 
Fisher  Wood's  two  books — to  mention  a 
very  few  out  of  a  score.  Give  them  also 
the  very  able  articles  on  both  sides  in  the 
Atlantic,  Outlook,  World's  Work,  Neu 
Republic,  Yale  Review,  etc. 

All  your  people  won't  be  intelligent 
enough  for  these  books,  but  they  all  will 
like  stories  of  trench  lite :  Baimsfather's 
Fragments  from  France  and  Billets  and 
bullets;  Boyd  Cable's  stories;  Kitchen- 
er's mob.  The  first  hundred-thousand; 
Frederic  Palmer's  books ;  Powell's  Fight- 
ing in  Flanders ;  that  splendid  epic  of 
unconquerable  Verdun,  They  shall  not 
pass;  Guy  Empey's  Over  the  top  (irre- 
sistably  American) ;  Coningsby  Daw- 
son's inspiring  letters  in  Carry  on.  Kip- 
ling's Sea  warfare  tells  of  the  thrilling 
exploits  of  the  British  navy ;  Ambulance 
No.  10,  Friends  of  France  and  The  cel- 
lar-house at  Peryyse  are  equally  thrilling 
personal  fnarratives  of  ambulance  and 
hospital  work.    Some  authentic  books  of 
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what  has  been  happening  in  Germany  are 
Mrs  Bullitt's  An  uncensored  diary  from 
the  Central  empires,  Swope's  Inside  the 
Gennan  empire,  and  Curtin's  The  land 
of  deepening  shadows. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  our  most  popu- 
lar books  which  are  out  all  the  time.  Rae- 
makers'  cartoons  should  be  included. 
Terrible?  Of  course  they  are  terrible. — 
they  make  one  shudder,  but  they  are  the 
simple  inexorable  verdict  of  a  man  who 
has  seen.  If  Belgium  and  France  can 
undergo  this  crucifixion,  we  can  at  least 
bear  to  look  through  out  tears,  and  then, 
in  a  white  hot  passion  of  divine  rage, 
give,  give,  give,  with  both  hands  and 
every  ounce  of  strength  in  us,  that  the 
soul  of  this  American  nation  may  not 
perish  through  apathy  I 

But  life  is  not  lived  on  these  high 
white  pinnacles  of  patriotic  exaltation, 
nor  yet  in  the  depths  of  blaclc  depression 
which  invariably  follows;  it  is  lived  on 
the  sane,  commonplace  level  of  everyday 
things.  To  all  of  us  come  times  when  the 
spirit  is  satiated  with  war  and  we  must 
get  our  minds  off  all  these  horrors  and 
on  lighter  subjects.  Just  at  this  time, 
probably,  the  papers  will  be  filled  with 
new  and  worse  statistics  of  the  subma- 
rine, with  fresh  tales  of  atrocities  in 
newly  evacuated  territory,  and  some 
Washington  correspondent  will  hysteric- 
ally demand  that  everybody  be  put  out 
of  office  or  our  sons  and  brothers  will  be 
sacrificed  to  Democratic  incompetency. 
Now  is  the  time  for  the  library  to  get 
out  its  antidotes  in  the  shape  of  books  to 
divert  the  mind  and  place  them  where  the 
public  thinks  he  finds  them  for  himself. 
What  would  I  put  on  this  recreational 
shelf?  Judging  by  what  I  want  myself 
in  such  moods  and  what  my  patients  ask 
for  I  would  take  some  of  Oppenheim  and 
Joseph  Lincoln,  a  few  of  the  best  de- 
tective stories  in  the  library,  some  wild 
west  tales,  two  or  three  of  the  prettiest 
love  stories  I  knew,  and  the  old  favor- 
ites: Kim,  Treasure  Island,  Kidnapped, 
The  Gentleman  from  Indiana,  Mr 
Crewe's  career.  Old  Chester  tales,  Trol- 
lope  and  Jane  Austen.  Then  I  would 
go  to  the  poetry  shelves  and  get  Long- 
fellow and   Lowell  and   Whittier — mid- 


Victorian  to  be  sure,  but  very  dear  to  the 
average  public — the  Oxford  Book  of 
verse,  High  tide,  Stedman's  Victorian  and 
American  anthologies.  Tales  of  the  Mer- 
maid Tavern,  Masefield's  Saltwater  bal- 
lads, and  Kipling's  poems.  I  would  gather 
in  some  of  Dr  Crothers'  and  Stephen 
Leacock's  Essays  on  the  way  and  other 
charming  but  little  known  volumes  of  es- 
says that  people  wouldn't  see  otherwise 
even  though  your  library  has  th«  open 
shelf  system.  Then  I  would  visit  the 
796's — which  is  the  most  interestir^  divi- 
sion in  my  library,  for  here  I  have  gath- 
ered all  out-door  books,  animal  stories 
(Thompson-Seton,  Roberts,  Long)  and 
those  other  books  which  are  neither  fic- 
tion nor  nature  studies,  and  which  are 
lost  on  the  essays  shelves :  Charles  Dud- 
ley Warner's  My  summer  in  a  garden 
(especially  applicable  this  summer,  when 
all  America  gardens  and  which  in  my  li- 
brary had  been  buried  for  years  in  the 
oblivion  of  the  630's),  the  Jonathan  pa- 
pers. Adventures  in  contentment.  Over 
against  Green  Peak,  At  the  North  of 
Rearcamp  Water,  Sand  dunes  and  salt 
marshes-— don't  the  very  titles  make 
one  long  for  the  open  ?  I  would 
take  a  very  liberal  supply  from  here  and 
from  798  and  799- — mountaineering, 
hunting,  fishing  and  camping.  The  beauty 
of  these  is  that  you  can  have  all  the  men- 
tal delights  of  camping  and  none  of  the 
physical  weariness;  to  one  frankly  mid- 
dle-aged, the  way  thoroughly  to  enjoy  the 
outdoor  life  is  to  read  about  it  while  com- 
fortably reclining  in  a  steamer  chair  in- 
side a  screened  porch,  with  cool  lemon- 
ade at  hand  and  plenty  of  hot  and  cold 
water  on  tap  in  the  house. 

I  think,  if  I  were  a  librarian  in  a  pub- 
lic library  where  I  couldn't  send  things 
right  over  to  the  people  I  knew  would 
appreciate  them,  I  would  have  a  clippings 
bulletin-board,  and  pin  on  it  little  poems 
which  pleased  or  helped  me.  I  wish 
someone  would  have  printed  on  a  great 
card,  in  letters  that  one  could  read  across 
the  room,  that  magnificent  poem  by 
Richard  Hovey — Unmanifest  destiny — 
and  that  it  might  be  placed  in  every 
library,  in  the  postoffices,  in  the  training- 
camps — in  every  place  where  men  con- 
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gr^ate,  until  every  man,  woman  and 
child  in  the  country  might  know  it : 

To  what  new  fatca,  my  country,  far 
And  unforseen  of  foe  or  friend. 

Beneath   what   unexpected   star. 

Compelled    to    what    un chosen    end, 

Across  the  sea  that  knows  no  beach 
The  Admiral   of  Nations   guides 

Thy  blind,  obedient  keel  to  reach 
The  harbors  where  thy  future  rides! 


To  bugle  forth  the  r:ghts  of  men. 

To  them  who  wept  and  cursed  Bull  Run 
What  was  it  but  despair  and  shame? 

Who  saw  beneath  the  cloud  the  aun? 
Who  knew  that  God  was  in  the  flame? 

Had  not  defeat  upon  defeat, 

Disaster   on   disaster   come. 
The  slaves'  emancipated  feet 

Had    never    marched    behind    the    drum. 

There  is  a  Hand  that  bends  our  deeds 
To  mightier  issues  than  we  planned; 

Each  son  that  triumphs,  each  that  bleeds, 
iiy  country,  serves   Its  dark  command. 

t   do  not  know  beneath  what  sky 
Nor  on  what  seas  shall  be  thy  fate; 

I  only  know  it  shall  be  high, 
I  only  know  it  shall  be  great 

With  this  before  our  eyes  and  in  our 
hearts,  would  we  dare  be- discouraged 
even  though  everything  seemed  against 
us?_ 

Little  jokes  might  be  put  on  this  bulle- 
tin-board, too ;  and  anecdotes  of  courage 
and  faith  and  hope  and  cheer.  We  might 
cull  from  the  papers  the  little  paragraphs 
hidden  away  in  the  comers  which  show 
what  g;reat  things  this  nation  really  is 
doing  very  quietly — not  the  big  headlines 
which  tell  us  its  mistakes.  The  papers 
take  care  that  we  shall  not  get  unduly 
optimistic, — let  the  libraries  indulge  us  a 
little  in  the  cheering-up  line.  We  might 
pin  up  the  latest  printed  directions  lor 
socks  and  sweaters  and  helmets  for  our 
soldiers  and  sailors;  we  certainly  should 
give  prominence  to  articles  on  food  con- 
servation. In  short,  why  not  make  the 
libraiy  the  live  centre  of  interest  in  the 
town? 

'To  be  continued) 


Standardization  of  Library  Service 
At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Ohio 
library  association  t^e  following  notes  of 
Miss  Electra  C.  Doren,  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  standardization,  were  of- 
fered for  consideration  as  a  basis  of  dis- 


The  chairman  thought  it  seemed  un- 
wise to  proceed  with  local  state  work  in 
this  field  tmtil  the  A,  L.  A.  report  shall 
be  more  definite  and  less  complicated  in 
its  analysis  and  there  is  a  clear  under- 
standing by  everybody,  particularly 
those  affected  by  the  movement  as  to 
what  its  particular  features  are.  Two 
features  in  the  A.  L.  A.  discussion  are 
outstanding,  namely: 

1.  Standardization  of  libraries  ac- 
cording to  income,  population  served 
and  lines  of  work  undertaken  by  the 
library, 

2.  The  standardization  of  library  ser- 
vice as  indicated  by  the  personnel  of  the 
library  staff,  in  respect  to  educational 
qualifications,  technical  training  and  ex- 
perience, salary,  library  hours,  vacatioc 
privileges,  etc. 

It  is  clearly  apparent  that  discussion 
looking  toward  legal  provision  for  pen- 
sions for  library  employees  must  be  de- 
ferred until  greater  imiformity  through 
standardization  of  library  service  has 
been  obtained.  There  should  be  a  vol- 
untary, popular  movement  for  stand- 
ardization on  the  part  of  all  library 
workers.  A  standardization  card  is 
under  preparation  by  Mr  Windsor 
of  the  University  of  Illinois.  This  is  to 
be  developed  for  libraries  over  10,000 
V.  in  various  series. 

The  standard  of  library  service  might 
be  approached  on  the  minimum  of  en- 
trance requirements  and  educational 
qualifications  or  a  stated  equivalent  such 
as  a  diploma.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  no  detriment  any  where  will  be  in- 
flicted because  arriving  at  sufficient  imi- 
formity in  terms,  defuiitions  and  quali- 
fication of  work  as  will  permit  a  definite 
basis  of  understanding  in  making  or  ac- 
cepting appointment  to  service. 

This  is  a  subject  which  touches  all  li- 
brary workers  and  full  and  free  discus- 
sion should  precede  decision. 
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A.  L.  A.  War  Service  and  Now — Books 

To  the  Members  of  the  American  Library  Association: 

The  campaign  for  funds  is  now  (for  the  time)  completed.  It  has  yielded  re- 
turns which  prove  the  extraordinary  energy  and  enthusiasm  you  have  put  into  it. 

But  the  sum  raised,  though  large,  is  meagre  compared  with  the  needs.  Three 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  of  it  (the  grant  from  the  Camegie  Corpo- 
ration) is  specifically  for  buildings — which  constitute  an  obligation  as  well  as  an 
opportunity.  And  besides  the  needs  in  this  country  there  are  and  will  be  the  needs 
abroad,  which  will  require  every  effort  that  we  can  apply  to  them. 

We  shall  buy  books;  but  every  book  bought  should  be  offset  by  at  least  ten 
books  given. 

So  now,  the  Campaign  for  Books. 

Not  for  any  books  that  may  be  offered,  but  for  those  certain  to  prove  useful 
You  have  the  necessary  description  of  these.  Ask  for  specific  books.  You  will  be 
likely  to  get  them. 

The  responsibility  is  yours  to  avoid  sending  what  will  be  a  wasteful  expense 
to  transport  and  administer. 

Books.  As  to  ma^zines,  avoid  excess.  Emphasize  the  sug^sted  list,  and  of 
these  ship  only  recent  issues. 

Except  as  otherwise  instructed,  ship  to  the  central  points  already  designated. 

Herbert  Putnam, 
General  Director, 
A.  L.  A.  War  Service  for  Soldiers  and  Sailors. 


Establishing  a  Precedent,  Costs 
The  October  number  of  your  Journal 
carries  with  it  a  statement  relative  to  my 
case  against  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Ta- 
coma  for  his  failure  to  sign  a  warrant 
for  my  traveling  expenses  in  connection 
with  a  trip  East  during  the  summer  of 
1916  when  1  was  specifically  instructed 
by  the  library  board  to  investigate  certain 
problems,  confer  with  the  Camegie  Cor- 
poration and  attend  the  American  Li- 
brary Association  meeting.  The  item 
you  have  published  noted  that  the  case 
was  decided  in  my  favor  in  the  Superior 
court  and  that  the  Mayor  was  instructed 
to  sign  the  warrant,  which  had  been  held 
up  for  twelve  months,  and  the  award  of 
the  court  included  six  per  cent  interest 
from  the  date  of  refusing  to  sign. 

However  you  may  care  to  publish  the 
information  that  though  the  city  stated 
that  it  would  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
court  for  a  review  of  the  decision  of  the 
Superior  court  and  though  the  prelimi- 
nary steps  in  the  appeal  were  taken,  the 
city  attorney  ultimately  withdrew  the  ap- 
peal and  the  decision  of  the  Superior 
court  obliging  the  Mayor  to  sign  the 
warrant  and  awarding  interest  stands  as 


It  might  be  noted  that  although  the  ex- 
pense was  incurred  tmder  written  in- 
structions from  the  library  board,  under 
the  law  the  suit  had  to  be  brought  in  the 
name  of  the  librarian  in  whose  favor  the 
warrant  had  been  drawn,  and  the  library 
board  could  not  legally  pay  the  attor- 
ney's fees  involved  in  the  case,  so  that 
although  the  money  was  paid  out  on  the 
written  instructions  of  the  board  the  li- 
brarian was  obliged  to  bear  the  expense 
of  the  suit  merely  to  reimburse  him  per- 
sonally. 

John  B.  Kaiser, 
Librarian. 

Tacoma  public  library. 


The  Stranger 


I  met  him  on  a  Koodly  strip 
Of  life's  bis  roaa,  and  as  the  trip 
Is  Ion?  at  best,  we  traveled  so 
Into  the  sunset's  crimson  rIow. 
He  spun  a  tale  for  my  delight. 
Inspired  my  soul  to  dearer  sight; 
And  when  at  nieht  I  left  him  there 
My  load  seeuiea  easier  to  bear. 
And  would  you  meet  him?    Some  day  look 
Between  the  covers  of  a  book 
That  seems  to  hold  you  to  the  end. 
Then  you,  too,  will  have  hailed  him  friend. 
—/ant   MeLtan. 
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"No  New  Fiction  During  the  War" 

This  should  be  the  librarian's  slogan. 
The  opportunity  has  come  to  prove  to 
people  that  the  library  will  help  in  the 
serious  business  of  life.  Library  funds 
are  materially  reduced  in  many  places. 
The  demands  on  funds  for  books  on 
technical  subjects,  which  fit  young  men 
for  public  service,  arc  greater  than  ever 
before  in  the  history  of  libraries.  The 
ordinary  library  cannot  meet  these  de- 
mands and  continue  to  supply  the  latest 
book  of  moving-picture  fiction  for  the 
person  who  uses  the  library  unworthily. 
There  are  already  on  the  shelves  of  every 
library,  stocks  of  the  world's  best 
fiction.  It  is  not  necessary  to  cease  the 
use  of  the  library  for  recreational  pur- 
poses. Let  Uie  fiction  readers  turn  to 
the  older  books. 

It  is,  of  course,  possible  that  some  new 
work  of  fiction  will  be  a  contribution  to 
literature,  and  it  should  be  understood 
tfiat  libraries  will  buy  these  books  of  fic- 
tion which  arc  inspirational  and  really 
great,  but  with  all  the  sacrifice  that  is 
being  made  tfiroughout  the  country,  it 
certainly  would  be  unbecoming  and  un- 
wise for  librarians  to  continue  to  spend 
money  for  light  fiction.  People  are 
asked  to  do  without  sugar,  to  do  without 
wheat,  to  make  great  personal  sacrifices 
in  every  possible  way  for  our  own  people 
and  for  the  starving  people  of  Europe. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  libraries  in  this 
emergency  will  continue  to  supply  new 
fiction  just  the  same  as  before?  It  was 
something  of  a  crime  to  do  it  before,  but 
we  never  had  the  course  to  turn  away 
the  confirmed  fiction  reader.  Will  not  the 
war-time  demands  give  us  this  courage? 
It  is  a  wonderful  opportunity  so  far  as 
the  fiction  reader  is  concerned,  as  even 
the  most  worthless  of  this  discouragit^ 
class  will  be  impressed  with  the  state- 
ment that  the  library  is  needed  for  war 
purposes  just  now,  and  the  reader  her- 
self will  come  back  to  us  next  year, 
grateful  for  having  been  kind  to  some- 
one else,  and  for  ^e  feeling  that  comes 
not  onl^  from  sacrifice,  but  ltx>m  reading 
good  literature. 

CORNBUA   MaKVIN. 


A  Weary  World 

The  following  is  by  one  of  the  schol- 
arly librarians  of  the  country.  Who  has 
a  reply? 

Between  ourselves  I  must  confeu  that  I 
sometimes  weary  of  readio?  about  new 
honors  and  emoluments  neaped  upon 
mediocre  and  worse  than  mediocre  ac- 
quaintances who  happen  to  have  the  gift  of 
uiclle  speech  or  pen  and  can  Buppljr  ad 
Iibil%m  more  or  lesB  glittering  generalities 
about  the  library  as  an  institution.  Why 
has  our  noble  profession  (?)  no  standards 
but  a  man's  own  opinion  of  himself?  Of 
coarse  wa  ftave  our  few  great  men  whose 
abilities  all  must  admire  especially  our  own 

and but  so  often  the  limelight  is 

played  upon  library  fakers  who  never  did  a 
decent  piece  of  work  in  their  lives,  but  who 
can  and  will  talk. 

With  thanks   for  your  own  good  efforts 


for  c 


r  craft. 


Yours,  etc. 


Suggestions  Wanted  ' 

Editor  of  Public  Librasies:  I  was 
veiy  much  interested  in  reading  the 
article.  Exchange  of  Service,  in  the  No- 
vember number  of  the  magazine.  An 
exchange  of  service  in  many  cases 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  library  as 
well  as  the  librarian.  There  are  doubt- 
less a  number  of  country  librarians, 
who  would  like  to  spend  a  winter  in  the 
city,  and  some  city  librarians,  who 
would  enjoy  the  country  for  a  few 
months.  How  can  librarians  interested 
in  an  exchange  of  service  get  in  touch 
with  each  other? 

A  Country  Librarian. 


Duplicates 
The  following  books  are  identical, 
page  for  page,  with  the  exception  of  the 
title: 
Shackleton,  Robert. 


Shackleton,  Robert  and  Elizabeth. 
Four  on  a  tour  in  England.    Hearst's  In- 
ternational  LHirary  Company.     1914. 
Walter  L.  Brown, 
Librarian. 
Buffalo  public  library, 
November  8,  1917. 
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Books— It  is  good  news  to  hear  that 
progress  is  being  made  in  getting  the 
camp  libraries  in  order  and  ready  for 
work.  This  is  the  time  when  study 
and  work  can  best  be  done  and  the  win- 
ter supply  of  books,  even  if  not  large, 
will  do  the  work  of  many  more  next 
Spring.  Word  comes  from  Ohio  and 
Oregon  of  close  cooperation  on  the  part 
of  the  State  libraries  in  the  matter  of 
organizing  the  camp  libraries  in  those 
states.  Others  will  doubtless  be  doing 
the  same.  But  books  are  the  great  need 
and  there  must  be  no  let  up  in  the  ap- 
peals for  them  on  every  imaginable  oc- 
-casion  by  libraries  and  every  other  or- 
ganization that  can  be  interested  in  the 
matter. 

Anti-war  literature— There  is  consider- 
able discussion  as  to  what  to  do  with 
material  that  comes  into  the  library  rep- 
resenting the  German  point  of  view  of 
the  present  situation.  Russell  B.  Har- 
rison of  Indianapolis  thinks  there  is  a 


regular  propaganda  by  means  of  insid- 
ious literature  sent  to  public  libraries 
and  calls  for  a  committee  to  cooperate 
with  the  library  in  eradicating  forever 
all  treasonable  and  disloyal  literature 
and  books  in  libraries  and  public 
schools.  He  cites  a  great  number  of 
instances  which  he  has  found  which  he 
calls  "treasonable  propaganda  work  in 
the  interest  of  the  German  cause." 

In  an  address  before  the  Illinois  li- 
brary association,  Mr,  Roden,  acting  li- 
brarian of  the  Chicago  public  library, 
advises  that  this  literature  be  received 
but  not  sorted  and  put  on  the  shelves — 
simply  stored  until  after  the  war.  Still 
another  library  says  that  scholars  and 
investigators  must  know  what  the 
enemy  is  saying  in  order  to  effectively 
meet  and  refute  their  statements. 
Somewhere  between  all  these  lies  the 
better  way  and  the  A.  L.  A.  committee 
on  International  relations,  or  Book- 
buying  or  perhaps  Work  with  the  blind 
might  at  some  of  their  leisure  moments 
work  out  a  proposal  for  discussion  at 
the  A.  L.  A.  council,  on  which  to  reach 
a  decision  fitting  the  situation  for  most 
libraries. 

Book  plates  for  army  books— In  a  num- 
ber of  places  the  suggestion  of  the  War 
committee  to  place  a  book  plate  ac- 
knowledging the  donor,  giving  his  name 
and  address  in  every  book  presented 
for  camp  libraries,  was  taken  up.  This 
idea  seems  an  admirable  one  from 
every  standpoint,  especially  in  the  sup- 
plementary message  such  a  book  plate 
would  carry  to  the  reader  in  his  far 
away  station,  serving  as  a  touch  from 
home,  a  signet  of  the  remembrance  held 
of  him  by-  those  who  are  left  behind. 
Attention  was  called  last  month  to  the 
plate  of  the  Chicago  public  library. 
This  month  comes  one  from  the  Public 
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library  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  which  not 
only  reminds  the  reader  that  the  book 
was  sent  by  the  people  of  Newark 
through  its  library  and  schools,  but 
contains  also  an  offer  to  purchase  any 
book  on  an  attached  list  by  sending  a 
request  for  it  to  the  Public  library 
commission  of  New  Jersey.  The  list 
contains  something  over  100  books  of 
non-fiction  of  an  informational  char- 
acter and  all  of  them  the  best  of  their 
kind. 

A  plate  from  Stockton,  Cal.,  serves 
as  a  receipt  for  the  donor,  detachable 
and  as  a  message  to  the  reader  as  well. 
These  things  will  serve  to  warm  the 
hearts  of  the  soldier  boys  quite  as  de- 
sirably as  knitting  will  warm  their 
bodies.     But  let's  have  both ! 

War  literature— Librarians  are  finding 
the  question  of  what  to  do  with  the 
pamphlet  war  literature  that  accumu- 
lates so  quickly  on  the  library  tables, 
something  of  a  problem.  It  is  a  question 
calling  for  serious  attention  from  each 
individual  library  and  can  be  answered 
adequately  only  by  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  locality  of  the  library.  Where 
there  is  a  reference  library  in  the  same 
locality  the  preservation  of  general  ma- 
terial may  well  be  left  to  it.  But  every 
library  can  make  a  collection  of  the  local 
material,  that  is  reports,  posters,  photo- 
graphs and  anything  graphic  bearing  on 
the  community  which  supports  the 
library.  This  time  of  calamity  will  show 
the  great  lack  which  poor  print  paper 
causes  as  it  falls  to  pieces  before  much 
time  elapses.  But  an  effort  to  keep  some- 
thing of  historical  value  for  the  future 
will  bring  its  reward  in  time. 

That  some  one  library  or  institution 
ought  to  preserve  manuals  of  the  part 
taken  by  its  inhabitants  in  this  great  war 
is  beyond  all  question.    How  much  each 


locality  should  do  in  the  way  of  collect- 
ing material  on  the  part  taken  by  other 
localities  or  by  the  nation  itself  has  to  be 
considered  very  carefully  from  points  of 
view  of  space  and  funds.  A  library 
which  should  spend  on  the  collecting 
and  housing  miscellaneous  war  literature 
means  and  time  necessary  for  local  duty 
would  certainly  be  to  blame. 

The  effect  of  the  war  on  educational 
institutions  will  itself  be  a  subject  of 
which  the  literature  deserves  collection. 
How  some  ancient  colleges  have  been 
destroyed,  others  have  been  turned  into 
military  training  camps  and  others  stilt 
have  added  to  them  courses  suggested 
by  war  necessities,  make  new  fields  of 
study. 

The  War  Library  fond— It  is  announced 
that  the  goal  of  a  million  dollars  has  been 
passed  by  more  than  a  third  of  the 
amount.  This  is  a  gratifying  mark  of 
public  confidence. 

But  the  interest  in  and  appreciation  of 
libraries  that  its  gathering  awakened  is  a 
much  more  significant  fact  in  the  field  of 
library  service.  It  will  be  little  less  than 
criminal  if  the  libraries  do  not  by  the 
quality  of  their  service,  the  buoyancy  of 
the  spirit  of  their  work  hold  fast  and 
increase  the  lai^e  place  the  occasion  gave 
to  library  service  in  the  minds  of  the 
business,  the  practical,  the  worth-while 
groups  of  the  public.  Even  the  children 
will  look  on  library  service  as  something 
that  held  high  rank  for  a  season  at  least. 
In  many  places  instances  of  the  increased 
respect  of  the  children  because  they  were 
asked  to  help  build  libraries  for  the  sol- 
diers and  sailors  is  already  manifest.  So 
far  as  the  effort  that  has  just  closed  is 
concerned,  it  but  remains  for  those  in 
places  of  power  and  authority  to  render 
m  the  use  of  the  money  subscribed  the 
same  loyalty,  efficiency  and  endeavor  that 
marked  the  efforts  that  gave  them  their 
oppocttmity  to  serve. 
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American  Library  Associatton 
Library  war  senrice 

The  A.  L.  A.  War  Finance  committee 
met  in  the  Chillicothe  public  library 
building  on  November  17,  at  10  a.  m. 
There  were  present :  Messrs  Hill,  Brett, 
Anderson,  Porter,  Settle,  Hodges,  Wyer, 
Utiey,  Roden,  Ranck,  Wheeler,  Leete, 
Tilton,  Tripp,  Miss  Doren,  Dr  Qark  and 
Dr  Andrews. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the 
chairman,  Dr  F,  P  Hill,  who  gave  a  gen- 
eral review  of  the  campaign,  statine  the 
amount  already  promised,  with  fresn  re- 
turns coming  in  every  day,  was  $1,481,- 
000,  the  amount  of  cash  received  to  date 
being  $1,107,000. 

The  following  recommendations  by  the 
chairman  were  adopted  for  transmission 
to  the  War  Service  committee : 

1.  That  the  chairman  be  authorized  to 
release  the  assistant-treasurer  from  his 
bond. 

2.  That  the  fund  now  deposited  in 
The  American  Security  and  Trust  com- 
pany be  invested,  after  consultation  with 
the  War  Council,  and  that  the  same  be 
so  placed  as  to  receive  the  maximum  in- 
terest consistent  with  safety  and  fluidity. 

3.  That  the  monthly  subscription  ac- 
count be  kept  separate  from  the  Soldiers' 
book  fund. 

4.  That  the  Carnegie  gift  of  $320,000 
be  counted  as  part  of  the  Soldiers'  book 
fund  raised  by  the  A.  L.  A. 

5.  That  the  continuance  of  an  assured 
income  during  the  period  of  the  war  be 
secured :  a)  by  increasing  monthly 
pledges;  b)  by  mite  boxes  in  all  libraries; 
c)  by  preparation  within  our  own  ranks 
for  a  financial  campaign  next  year;  d) 
and  by  other  means. 

The  War  Service  committee  held  a 
separate  meeting  to  consider  a  number 
of  things. 

1.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  much  of  the 
work  heretofore  conducted  by  commit- 
tees is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  General 
Director,  it  was  voted  that  the  following 
sub- committees  be  discontinued: 

State  agencies — M.  5.  Dudgeon,  chairman. 

Local    agencies— Gratia   A.    Countryman, 


Transportation — R.  H.  Johnston,  chair- 
man. (Note:  Mr  Johnston  is,  however, 
rendering  very  active  and  very  valuable 
service  in  connection  with  shipments  of  fur- 
niture to  the  various  camps). 

Camp  libraries— J.  L  Wyer,  Jr.,  chainnan. 


Selection  of  books — Benjatnin  Adams, 
chairman. 

2.  That  there  should  at  once  be  started 
an  intensive  campaign  for  books  even 
more  carefully  organized  than  was  the 
recent  campaign  for  money.  That  one 
full  time  paid  official  with  necessary 
clerical  help  be  engaged  in  the  capacity 
of  a  department  head  for  such  an  enter- 
prise. 

3.  That  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation be  asked  to  audit  the  accounts  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  War  Finance  committee. 

4.  That  the  supervision  of  the  fund  be 
turned  over  to  the  A.  L.  A.  on  Decem- 
ber 10,  to  be  managed  through  the  reg- 
ular Finance  committee  and  special  War 
Service  committee  with  such  increased 
assistance  as  may  be  needed. 

5.  That  a  final  history  of  the  campaign 
be  prepared  by  the  chairman  and  secre- 
tary of  the  War  Finance  committee,  the 
expense  of  printing  to  be  provided  for, 
preferably  from  the  monthly  pledge  fund. 

Voted:  That  the  thanks  of  the  com- 
mittee be  given  to  members  of  the  Li- 
brary War  council  for  their  services  in 
the  fate  campaign. .  That  cordial  appre- 
ciation and  dianks  be  given  to  the  Pub- 
lic library  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
for  their  generous  provision  of  quarters 
and  many  additional  courtesies  during 
the  financial  campaign. 


Midwinter  Meeting  Cancelled  I 

Owing  to  the  unusual  conditions  in- 
duced by  the  war.  President  T.  L.  Mont- 
gomery authorizes  the  announcement  of 
the  omission  of  the  midwinter  meeting  of 
theA.L.A.Council  for  this  year.  Many  of 
its  members  are  actively  engaged  in  fields 
of  war  service  which  they  could  leave 
long  enough  to  attend  a  council  meeting 
only  with  difficulty,  and  it  hardly  seems 
the  proper  time  under  the  circumstances 
to  discuss  matters  and  policies  that  can 
be  considered  at  a  more  propitious  time. 
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Memorial  to  Henry  E.  Legler 

On  Tuesday  evening,  October  30,  at 
the  Art  Institute  in  Chicago  a  public 
meeting  was  held  to  honor  the  memory 
of  the  late  Henry  E.  Legler,  li- 
brarian of  the  Qiicago  public  li- 
brary. The  meeting,  in  which  17  or- 
ganizations joined,  was  presided  over  by 
Professor  George  H.  Mead  of  the 
University  of  Oiicago,  After  reading 
a  number  of  telegrams  from  friends  of 
Mr  Legler  in  distant  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, a  previously  arranged  program  was 
presented. 

Mr  Carl  B,  Roden,  acting  librarian  of 
the  Chicago  public  library,  spoke  of  the 
relations  existing  between  Mr  Legler 
and  the  staff  of  the  library.  Miss  M.  E. 
Ahem  spoke  of  the  liberal  policy  intro- 
duced by  Mr  Legler  in  bdialt  of  the 
work  of  the  women's  clubs  of  Chicago. 
She  also  told  of  the  professional  stand- 
ing of  Mr,  L^ler  tn  the  library  world. 
Mr  Matthew  WoU  of  the  State  Federa- 
tion of  labor  paid  a  glowing  tribute  to 
the  democratic  policy  of  Mr  Legler  in 
bringing  the  books  of  the  Public  library 
to  the  people  engaged  in  manual  labor 
in  shops,  factories,  etc. 

Mr  John  D.  Shoop,  Superintendent  of 
Chicago  Public  schools,  spoke  feelingly 
of  the  great  help  rendered  to  the  school 
work  by  the  liberal  policy  followed  by 
the  library  and  the  personal  interest  of 
Mr  L^ler  in  that  work. 

Robert  J.  Thome,  president  of  Mont- 
gomery Ward  &  Co.,  told  of  the  profit- 
able work  accomplished  for  the  business 
houses  by  the  library  deposits  from  the 
library,  and  the  inspiration  of  Mr  Leg- 
ler's  visits  to  the  business  men's  meet- 
ings. 

Prof  Graham  Taylor,  who  was  presi- 
dent of.  the  Board  during  the  period  of 
change  brought  about  by  Mr  Legler's 
coming,  gave  a  glowii^  tribute  to  the 
wisdorh,  tact  and  abilihr  which  wrought 
so  silently  and  so  well  in  bringing  the 
library  and  the  people  of  Chicago  nearer  , 
ti^ether. 

Prof  Mead  in  closing  the  meeting  ex- 
pressed the  high  esteem  in  which  the 
people  of  Chicago  held  Mr  Legler  as  a 


?entleman,  as  public  librarian  and  as  a 
riend  to  man, 
Fullerton  hall  held  a  deeply  apprecia- 
tive audience  made  up  of  all  classes  of 
citizens  who  by  their  presence  paid  tfieir 
respect  to  the  beloved  public  servant. 
Masses  of  flowers  and  palms  sent  by  the 
Park  boards  decorated  the  hall. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  City  dub  of 
Chicago  a  fund  of  $2,000  was  raised  in  a 
week  for  a  Henry  E.  Legler  ambulance 
to  be  sent  to  Italy. 


Children's  Day 

The  National  Child  Labor  committee 
has  sent  out  an  appeal  for  the  libraries 
throughout  the  country  to  observe  Child 
Labor  day  January  26-28,  1918.  To 
those  who  will  agree  to  observe  the  day, 
the  National  Child  Labor  committee,  105 
East  Twenty-second  street,  New  York 
city,  will  send  pamphlets  and  directions 
for  making  the  occasion  a  success.  These 
pamphlets  and  printed  material  will  be 
sent  only  on  specific  request. 


Printed  Catalog  Cards 

Pending  certain  experiments  and  re- 
arrangements in  its  printing  plans  the 
University  of  Chicago  libraries  has  been 
obliged  to  discontinue  for  some  time,  the 
distribution  of  its  printed  cards  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  set  forth  in  the  circular 
issued  in  1912.  At  present  between  3000 
and  4000  titles  are  printed  each  year, 
which  number  may  be  increased  to  5000 
later. 

It  is  the  plan,  in  case  series  of  mono- 
graphs not  covered  by  the  Library  of 
Congress,  the  John  Crerar  library,  or  the 
American  library  association  cards,  are 
catalogued,  to  issue  circulars  in  advance 
of  printing,  inviting  subscriptions  for 
sets  of  such  cards.  Orders  for  cards  and 
inquiries  in  regard  to  them  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Associate  Director  of 
Libraries,  University  of  Chicago. 

Dr.  Herbert  Putnam,  General  Director 
of  the  Library  war  council,  reports  that 
an  anonymous  gift  has  been  made  for  a 
library  building  at  Great  Lakes  Naval 
Training  Station,  Illinois. 
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nUnois  Library  Association 
1917  Conference 

The  Illinois  library  association  con- 
vened for  its  regular  annual  meet- 
ing,* October  17-19,  at  Decatur.  This 
was  a  very  central  location,  easily  acces- 
sible from  all  parts  of  the  state.  The 
hotel  accommodations  were  unusually 
satisfactory.  The  Orlando,  .the  head- 
quarters hotel,  was  able  to  accommodate 
all  the  delegates  and  also  to  provide  a 
lai^e  auditorium  and  sufficient  commit- 
tee rooms  for  all  meetings  both  of  a  busi- 
ness and  social  nature. 

Wednesday  evening.  President  W.  F. 
Hardy  of  the  Board  of  trustees  opened 
the  meeting,  expressing  the  pleasure  tiiat 
the  Decatur  public  library  took  in  this 
opportunity  of  meeting  the  librarians  of 
the  State.  President  R,  C.  Augustine  of 
the  School  board,  acting  for  Mayor 
Dineen,  whose  official  duties  prevented 
him  from  appearing  until  later  in  the 
'evening,  gave  the  association  a  most  cor- 
dial welcome  to  the  city.  Miss  Effie 
Lansden,  president,  responded  in  behalf 
of  the  association.  After  this  meeting, 
the  Decatur  library  staff  held  a  delightful 
reception  for  the  townspeople  and  dele- 
gates. 

General  leBdon,  Thnrsday  morning 
October  18 

The  association  was  called  to  order  by 
President  Effie  A.  Lansden  at  nine 
o'clock.  She  spoke  of  the  unfortunate 
experience  of  the  association  in  losing 
three  of  its  officers,  Mr  Barr,  president. 
Miss  Mabel  Thain,  first  vice-president, 
and  Mr  Reece,  secretary.  She  then  read 
letters  of  greeting  from  each  of  these  of- 
ficers. Mr  Barr  reviewed  the  losses  and 
gains  of  the  legislative  work  of  the  year 
and  was  inclined  to  think  that  tho  the 
high  hopes  of  the  committee  had  been 
in  a  measure  dispelled  by  the  shadow  of 
politics  and  the  war  cloud,  the  foundation 
for  future  success  had  been  laid.  He 
spoke  also  of  the  lai^e  service  awaiting 
libraries  in  the  camps  of  the  new  army 
and  urged  that  the  Illinois  library  asso- 

*Thc  association  was  founded,  January 
23,  1896,  at  East  St.  Louis  and  has  held  an  an- 
nual meeting  every  year  since.— fid.  of  P.  L. 


elation  should  not  fall  behind  in  this 
great  work.  It  was  with  a  feeling  of  sor- 
row and  of  deep  personal  loss  that  the 
association  listened  to  Miss  Thain's  mes- 
sage, for  this  letter  was  one  of  the  last 
official  acts  of  her  life.  She  dwelt  on 
Service  as  the  keynote  of  library  work 
and  especially  in  the  great  crisis  of  to- 
day, when  the  public  libraries  must  serve 
not  only  their  own  communities  but  must 
be  active  in  the  service  of  the  nation. 
Mr  Reece  congratulated  the  association 
on  the  encouraging  condition  of  the  libra- 
ries in  the  state  due  to  the  activities  of 
the  Library  commission,  and  also  to  the 
fact  that  Illinois  has  unusual  opportuni- 
ties for  library  education,  as  it  has  a  sum- 
mer school  of  its  own  and  one  of  the 
highest  grade  library  schools  in  the  coun- 
try. He  urged  that  the  association 
should  not  lose  sight  of  the  state-wide 
library  interests  through  desire  to  answer 
the  many  calls  which  might  come  from 
local,  national,  and  international  sources. 

Miss  Lansden  called  attention  to  the 
unfairness  of  a  small  membership  in  the 
association  bearing  the  expense  of  de- 
veloping better  library  conditions  for  the 
state,  which  were  as  helpful  and  enjoy- 
able to  non-members  as  to  members.  She 
announced  that  the  Executive  board  had 
decided  to  send  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
to  all  members,  that  a  directory  of  mem- 
bership with  position  and  library  would 
be  published  early  in  1918  for  the  mem- 
bers and  in  other  ways  membership 
would  be  worth  while  for  the  librarians 
of  the  state. 

The  secretary's  report  was  then  re- 
ceived. In  addition  to  the  usual  routine 
work,  several  important  matters  had  been 
handled  by  the  secretary.  The  new  state 
officers  had  been  informed  of  the  plans 
of  the  association  in  regard  to  the  con- 
solidation of  the  library  agencies  in 
Springfield,  and  an  endorsement  of  the 
association'^  legislative  program  had 
been  secured  from  the  Federation  of 
Women's  clubs  at  their  meeting  in  Ur- 
bana.  Many  letters  had  been  addressed 
to  members  of  ,the  association  asking 
them  to  use  any  influence  at  their  disposal 
to  promote  the  passage  of  the  library  bill 
by  the  legislature. 
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The  treasurer's  report  was  then  given. 
It  showed  a  balance  from  last  year  of 
$183.85;  receipts  for  the  current  year 
were  $181.40,  making  a  total  of  $36525. 
The  expenditures  had  been  $160.99,  leav- 
ing a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $204.26. 
The  treasurer  reported  a  paid  member- 
ship of  172.  It  was  voted  unanimously 
that  no  receipts  should  be  sent  where  the 
payment  of  dues  was  by  check. 

The  report  of  the  A.  L.  A.  delegate 
was  given  by  Miss  Adah  Whitcomb,  who 
spoke  of  the  great  interest  of  the  confer- 
ence in  the  formulation  of  the  plans  for 
the  War  Library  Service  campaign, 
which  has  been  so  successful  in  raising 
money  and  collecting  books  for  the  camp 
libraries.  She  mentioned  the  fact  that 
Illinois  had  an  unusually  good  repre- 
sentation ;  that  the  section  meetings  were 
unusually  interesting  and  well  attended 
and  that  the  story-telling  feature  in  the 
children's  librarians'  section  was  espec- 
ially delightful. 

The  questioa  box 
The  question  box  on  Thursday  morn- 
ing afforded  an  opportunity  for  a  very 
lively  and  helpful  discussion  of  questions 
pertaining  to  library  service  in  the  li- 
brary and  out.  It  was  regrettable  that 
time  was  curtailed  as  many  more  ques- 
tions were  offered  than  there  was  oppor- 
tunity to  discuss.  Some  of  the  questions 
submitted  were  as  follows: 
Q.    What  is  the  tiest  thing  to  do  with  the 


and  afterward  turned  over  to  the  nearest 
library  making  a  collection  of  such  material. 
Small  libraries  ought  not  to  try  to  make  a 
collection  of  such  material,  only  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  local  matters,  soldier!;,  etc.  A 
collection  of  such  material  will  become 
more  valuable  as  time  goes  on. 

Q.  What  is  the  best  thing  to  do  with  all 
the  war  literature  that  is  being  received 
from  England?  A.  Some  of  these  pam- 
phlets might  be  collected,  classified  and 
cataloged  as  books;  otherwise  send  them  to 
a  historical  library. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  money  paid  by  the 
borrower  for  the  loss  ot  a  book  should  be 
returned  to  him  in  case  the  book  is  found 
and  returned  after  a  month's  absence? 
A.  The  amount  exceeding  the  fine  on  the 
book  might  be  returned  or  the  borrower 
might  be  allowed  to  keep  the  book. 


Q.  What  juvenile  magazines  do  you 
recommend  for  the  children's  room  in 
addition  to  St.  Nicholas  and  the  Youth'i 
Companion?  A.  Duplicate  these.  None 
other  is  so  good. 

Q.  What  is  the  best  way  to  create  an 
interest  in  necessary  reading  during  war 
time  in  a  comparatively  small  community, 
many  of  the  people  being  of  foreign  birtti? 
A.  Comments  on  books,  pictures  from 
book,  extracts  from  book  posted  on  bulletin 
board.  Arrange  for  an  evening's  reading 
aloud  by  a  prominent  foreigner  if  possible, 
otherwise  by  a  popular  American. 

Q.  What  per  cent  of  the  population 
should  use  the  library?  Why?  A.  Very 
few  communities  have  50  per  cent  of  the 
population.  This  is  a  goal  that  all  should 
try  to  reach.  The  library  is  paid  for  by  the 
people.  Poor  economy  to  support  an  in- 
stitution that  is   not  used. 

Q.  What  are  the  libraries  doing  toward 
aiding  the  Hoover  administration  in  its 
campaign  for  food  production  and  conser- 
vation? A.  Providing  and  advertising 
books,  pamphlets,  magazine  articles,  illus- 
trations, recipes.  Allowing  the  use  of 
assembly  rooms  for  demonstrations,  holding 
exhibits  and  lectures. 

Q.  Why  does  Illinois  lag  behind  in 
library  salaries?     A.  Does  it? 

Q.  Ought  library  club  work  to  be  con- 
ducted on  a  democratic  basis  or  ought  the 
social  distinctions  of  the  young  people  be 
considered?  A.  A  club  fostered  by  the  li- 
brary can  have  no  social  distinctions.  What 
the  young  people  themselves  may  do  is  an- 
other matter. 

Q.  Are  reading  clubs  profitable?  A.  If 
properly  conducted,  alive  and  effective,  they 
cannot  fail  to  be  profitable. 

Q.  What  do  you  advise  to  stop  liction 
reading?  A.  Why  try  to  stop  it?  More 
advisable  to  put  emphasis  on  certain  kinds 
of  non-fiction. 

Q.  How  is  the  best  way  to  have  a 
country  library  of  8,000  v.   reorganized  and 


provided  it  has  a  good  shelf  list  and  open 
shelves,  but  it  ci^rtainly  pays  to  have  a  good 
index  to  the  contents  of  the  shelves. 

Q.  Would  you  advise  cataloging  a  High 
school  library  of  3,000  v.?  A.  By  all  means, 
The  high  school  library  of  a  few  books 
needs  thorough  cataloging  to  make  alt  of 
the  material  available. 


ity  should  be  decided  by  the 
tees.    The  policy  of  the  internal  administra- 
tion should  be  the  work  of  the  librarian. 

Q.  Should  married  women  be  favored 
in  the  ofhce  of  librarianship?  A.  Free  hand 
and  no  favors  is  all  that  any  well-regulated 
librarian  ought  to  receive. 

Q.     What  is  the  best  method  to  limber 
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teachers  in  a  saaM  town?    A.  Personal  ac- 

auaintance,  exchange  of  courtesies,  sympa- 
letic  understanding  usually  will  work. 
There  is  much  material  in  print  concerning 
teas,  exhibits,  etc 

Q.  What  ought  a  tired  librarian  with  one 
assistant  and  much  work,  do  for  the  war? 
A,  Let  war  work  go  or  let  the  library  go. 
A  live  library  will  do  much  to  help  the  war 
work.  Certainly  the  library  ought  not  to 
auffer  for  the  sake  of  knitting,  nor  should 
the  publicity  of  the  material  suffer  on  ac- 
count of  red  tape  and  library  technicalities, 

Q,  Can  interest  in  a  school  club  be  kept 
Up  by  a  program  that  is  merely  educational, 
or  ought  some  social  features  be  intro- 
duced? A.  Local  conditions,  advancement, 
environment  of  the  club  members  will 
largely  determine  this.  A  democratic  social 
spirit  should  always  prevail  even  in  educa- 
tional work. 

Q.  What  is  a  good  way  to  remove  dis- 
agreeable odors  from  circulating  books? 
Can  you  name  a  good  disinfectant  which 
will  also  perfume  the  books?  A.  Open  for 
discussion. 

Report  of  the  Libraiy  commiuioii 

Miss  Price  reported  that  two  new  pub- 
lic and  eleven  new  subscription  libraries 
had  been  established,  that  four  -  new 
buildings,  all  gifts  of  citizens,  were  under 
construction  in  Mount  Hope,  Urbana, 
Warsaw,  and  McKendree  college  at 
Lebanon.  She  reported  that  the  number 
of  libraries  delinquent  to  the  Carnegie 
Corporation  had  been  reduced  to  five 
and  a  clear  record  was  expectd  by  July, 
1918,  but  that  co-operation  was  neces- 
sary, interest  must  be  aroused  and  the 
libraries  must  be  made  indispensable  to 
their  communities  before  the  city  coun- 
cils could  be  persuaded  to  levy  the  proper 
tax.  Much  aid  was  given  during  the  year 
by  correspondence  on  questions  relating 
to  administration  and  interpretation  of 
library  law,  visits  to  libraries  had  been 
made,  and  conferences  held  with  trustees. 
Two  library  institutes  had  been  held,  in 
Chicago  in  May  and  one  in  Urbana  in 
connection  with  the  Summer  library 
school  of  the  University  of  Illinois.  Nine 
trained  librarians  had  been  placed  in 
Illinois  libraries,  six  as  head  librarians. 
lUint^  decUons 

The  attorney-general  had  given  it  as 
his  opinion  that,  1.  The  control  of  the 
library  fund  is  vested  entirely  with  the 
library  trustees;  2.  The  library  board 
has  the  ri^t  to  draw  upon  the  library 


funds  to  defend  itself  in  court;  3.  The 
library  fund  cannot  be  used  to  purchase 
a  library  building  while  it  may  be  tised  to 
purchase  a  site  or  erect  a  building.  Dur- 
ing the  year,  21  requests  had  come  for 
aid  in  reorganizing  libraries,  and  as  the 
commission  had  no  available  member  of 
the  staff  that  could  be  spared  for  this 
work,  the  .only  way  it  could  be  met  was 
to  induce  the  library  board  to  engage  a 
trained  librarian  for  the  purpose.  Six 
libraries  were  cataloged  in  this  way  and 
arrangements  had  been  made  for  three 
more.  Miss  Price  reportd  an  increase 
in  the  appropriation,  owing  largely  to  the 
influence  of  Mr  L.  L.  Emerson,  secretary 
of  state,  who  has  shown  great  interest 
in  the  library  development  in  the  state. 
There  was,  however,  no  appropriation 
for  the  extra  help  which  is  so  badly 
needed.  Large  charts  were  displayed 
illustrating  the  work,  one  showing  the 
location  of  the  18  counties  without  libra- 
ries and  one  showing  these  18  counties 
with  the  additional  33  counties  having 
only  one  library.  A  county  library  in 
each  of  these  41  counties  (half  of  the 
state)  would  give  the  best  service  at  the 
least  cost.  Another  chart  represented 
the  36  township  libraries  which  at  pres- 
ent are  the  only  public  libraries  which 
can  offer  free  privileges  to  the  rural 
public. 

R.  R.  Bowker**  address 
Mr  Drury  then  introduced  the  speaker 
of  the  morning,  Mr  R.  R.  Bowker,  who 
spoke  in  his  usual  delightful  way  on  the 
early  history  of  the  A.  L,  A.  He  said 
that  he  liked  to  think  of  the  library  spiiit 
which  was  one  of  loving  service,  bringing 
not  the  book  to  the  public  but  the  public 
to  the  book,  and  that  there  had  never 
been  any  feeling  of  self-sacrifice  in  this 
spirit  because  the  librarians  all  had  such 
great  enjoyment  in  their  work.  He  di- 
vided the  development  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
into  three  periods:  first.  The  dark  ages 
before  1850;  second.  The  middle  period, 
or  The  dawn,  1850-1876;  third.  The 
modem  period,  or  The  deluge,  1876  to 
date.  He  told  of  the  1853  conference 
which  just  failed  of  starting  the  Modem 
period  because  there  was  no  Melvil 
Dewey   to  carry  on   the  work.     There 
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were  80  men  and  no  women  present.  Dr 
Poole's  index  was  endorsed  and  a  com- 
mittee of  organization  was  appomted,  but 
for  some  reason  this  committee  was 
never  heard  from  again.  The  1876  meet- 
ing was  the  result  of  a  call  sent  out  when 
the  plans  for  the  Library  Journal  were 
being  discussed.  At  the  conference, 
whidi  met  in  Philadelphia,  there  were 
six  people  present  who  had  been  at  the 
1853  conference :  Mr  Bernard,  Dr  Poole, 
Mr  Vinton,  Mr  Guild,  and  Mr  L.  B. 
Smith  and  Mr  J.  W.  Wallace.  Of  the 
103  present  at  this  meeting  there  were 
diree  women  who  represented  a  silent 
minority.  They  were  Miss  Rule  and 
Miss  Matthews  of  the  Lynn  library  and 
Miss  Anna  Godfrey.  He  threw  many  in- 
teresting sidelights  on  the  proceedings 
of  a  number  of  the  early  conferences, 
and  introduced  the  listners  to  many  of 
the  men  and  women  whose  names  are 
familiar  to  all  library  workers,  character- 
izing them  in  a  delightful  way  and  tell- 
ing many  amusing  stories  of  the  ad- 
ventures of  this  small  group  of  pioneers. 
Women's  Council  of  National  Defenie 
The  next  number  was  an  address  by 
Miss  Virginia  Chandler,  chairman  of  the 
Publicity  committee  of  the  Women's 
Coimcil  of  National  Defense.  She  ex- 
plained the  organization  and  work  of  the 
council  and  especially  of  her  own  de- 
partment. She  said  that  they  had  a  very 
highly  specialized  library  and  had  on  file 
iniomiation  relating  to  women's  war 
work  and  other  allied  subjects  in  Can- 
ada, Englanc^  and  other  parts  of  the 
United  States,  so  that  as  soon  as  a  valu- 
able su^^stion  was  received  it  could  be 
put  to  a  test  in  Illinois.  This  material 
is  supplied  to  any  speaker  or  individual 
desiring  it  and  as  soon  as  new  material 
comes  in,  post  cards  are  sent  to  inter- 
ested persons  so  that  they  may  be  able 
to  avail  themselves  of  it.  A  page  of  the 
fVoman's  Press  is  also  given  over  to  the 
work  of  the  council.  Their  library  con- 
tains newspaper  clippings,  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment reports.  State  documents,  and  all 
pertinent  reports  from  the  Canadian  and 
English  governments  and  all  the  allied 
relief  committees.  They  have  found  of 
value  publications  on  war  questions  is- 


sued by  established  organizations  such 
as  the  American  Social  Hy^ene  associa- 
tion. National  Child  Labor  committee. 
National  society  for  mental  hygiene,  etc. 
She  said  that  librarians  in  Chicago  were 
reading  and  indexing  over  60  magazines, 
so  that  all  material  available  on  woman's 
work  would  be  on  file  in  the  Council's 
office.  She  said  that  librarians  could  help 
by  putting  up  a  bulletin  board  and  post- 
ing in  their  libraries  all  posters,  leaflets, 
handbooks,  etc.,  issued  by  the  council. 
They  could  find  out  the  needs  of  their 
locality  and  make  a  list  of  what  the 
women  of  the  community  could  do  to 
help,  furnishing  references  and  material 
on  die  subject;  that  registration  of  the 
women  of  the  state  was  a  field  where  the 
librarian  with  her  knowledge  of  the  or- 
ganization, indexing,  filing,  etc.,  could  be 
of  great  assistance ;  that  the  library 
should  be  used  as  a  distributing  center 
for  information  and  literature  about  the 
Red  Cross,  the  Hoover  food  conserva- 
tion plan  and  general  Allied  Relief  work 
news.  Interest  among  the  women  in  food 
production  should  be  stimulated  and  the 
needs  of  the  local  hospitals  and  charita- 
ble institutions  should  be  brought  to 
their  attention.  She  said  that  the  present 
crisis  was  a  wonderful  opportunity  for 
popularizing  the  library  and  at  the  same 
time  doing  a  vast  amount  of  war  work 
for  the  nation  and  the  community. 

After  announcements,  the  meeting  ad- 
journed. 

Round   Tables;  Thursday  afteniooD, 
October  18 

The  afternoon  session  was  given  up  to 
the  Librarian's  roundtable  and  the  Trus- 
tees' conference. 

The  Round  table  was  presided  over 
by  Miss  Ida  Wright  of  the  Lincoln 
library,  Springfield,  and  the  general  topic 
for  discussion  was,  "The  human  touch  in 
extension  work." 

Mr  Marcus  Skarstedt,  librarian  of  the 
Evanston  library,  was  the  first  speaker. 
He  classified  libraries  as  human  and  in- 
human. He  said  that  though  rapidly 
becoming  extinct  there  still  existed  the 
museum  type  of  library  where  a  beautiful 
state  of  order  existed,  the  color  scheme 
was  hannonious  and  the  attendants  wore 
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an  air  of  detachment.  The  poor  public, 
however,  had  the  feeling  of  "look  but 
touch  not"  which  they  would  have  in 
any  well-conducted  museum  and  only 
visited  such  a  library  in  cases  of  extreme 
heed.  In  contrast  with  this  type  was  the 
highly  humanized  library  where  modem 
ideas  of  business  prevailed,  where  the 
work  was  well  advertised  with  posters 
containing  the  right  amount  of  personal 
appeal,  where  the  place  simply  buzzed 
with  activity  and  good  feeling,  where  the 
books  were  displayed  within  reach  and 
the  attendant  both  helpful  and  smiling. 
He  thought  that  every  library  should  be 
studied  and  that  practical  applications  of 
the  humanizing  qualities  should  be  made, 
so  that  the  library  might  become  a  vital 
part  of  the  community  life. 

Ubruy  ttations  in  scbooU 
Miss  Qara  L.  Abel,  children's  libra- 
rian, Lincoln  library,  Springfield,  spoke 
on  the  human  bond  between  the  library 
and  the  school.  She  said  that  the  library 
station  was  filling  a  place  in  the  com- 
munity that  the  main  library,  in  spite  of 
all  its  facilities,  was  too  remote  to  fill. 
She  described  the  Springfield  system  of 
extension  libraries  which,  through  the 
co-operation  of  the  school  board  and  the 
teachers,  they  had  been  able  to  place  in 
the  outlying  districts  where  they  were 
most  needed.  The  teacher-librarian  is 
given  chai^  of  the  library  as  part  of  her 
school  work,  and  she  makes  her  own 
circulation  rules.  The  books  were  se- 
lected after  conferences  with  the  teach- 
ers and  the  general  aim  had  been  to  sup- 
ply only  general  reading  for  the  child. 
The  text  books,  reference  books,  etc., 
were  supplied  by  the  school  board.  It 
had  been  found  that  a  teacher  who  knows 
the  books  in  her  collection  is  a  very  ef- 
fective agent  in  reaching  the  children; 
she  knows  where  her  pupils  needs  round- 
ing out  and  her  recommendation  of  a  cer- 
tain book  will  carry  more  weight  than 
that  of  any  one  else.  In  addition  to 
these  stations  especially  for  the  children, 
the  school  board  had  granted  permission 
for  the  library  to  place  collections  of 
books  for  adults  in  the  schools  which 
are  used  in  the  evenings  for  community 
centers.  The  teacher  is  also  the  librarian, 


but  is  paid  for  her  extra  work  by  the 
Board  of  Education.  The  exchange  sys- 
tem is  used  in  the  adult  stations,  in  ^is 
way  the  collections  are  changed  more 
often  than  if  new  books  had  to  be  pur- 
chased. She  also  told  of  much  interest- 
ing social  work  that  was  being  done 
through  these  stations. 

Penoiul  touch 

Miss  Victoria  Bronson,  head  of  the 
extension  work  of  the  Decatur  public 
library,  gave  a  very  interesting  paper  on 
the  necessity  of  getting  in  actual  touch 
with  the  people  who  used  the  books.  She 
said  that  the  tendency  in  placing  small 
collections  of  books  in  out-of-the-way 
stations  was  to  let  the  service  be  of  the 
long-distance  variety.  But  in  her  woilc 
she  had  found  it  of  great  valUe  to  time 
her  visits  so  that  she  could  meet  the  peo- 
ple who  used  the  station,  that  it  was  nec- 
essary to  be  interested  in  each  reader, 
to  talk,  listen,  sympathize,  and  to  follow 
up  all  requests  so  as  to  establish  if  pos- 
sible, that  sequence  in  reading  which 
often  leads  the  boy  or  girl  to  prepare 
themselves  for  better  positions. 
Township  ezteuion 

Miss  Kate  Ferguson  of  the  Douglas 
township  library,  gave  a  most  entertain- 
ing account  of  her  efforts  to  do  extension 
work  in  a  township.  She  had  gone  into 
a  community  where  the  library  was  a 
new,  and  in  some  cases  an  unwelcome  in- 
stitution and  where  the  trained  librarian 
was  looked  on  with  suspicion.  She 
turned  all  her  efforts  to  making  a  com- 
munity center  of  the  library  and  had 
gradually  succeeded,  till  there  was  a 
constant  procession  of  local  meetings. 
Boy  Scouts,  women's  clubs,  baby  shows. 
Red  Cross  work.  She  told  how  she  had 
utilized  every  opportunity  and  how  she 
had  gradually  changed  her  own  status 
from  the  "high  priced  librarian"  to  the 
knitting  teacher,  and  friend  in  need,  of 
all  those  who  had  dropped  a  stitch.  In 
the  meantime  the  books  were  going  oat. 
Shop  libraries 

Mr  O.  E.  Norman,  librarian  of  the 
Peoples  Gas  Light  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Chi- 
cago, spoke  next  on  the  human  tie  be- 
tween tiie  library  and  shops  and  facto- 
ries.    He  said  this  could  be  established 
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only  by  rousing  the  employee's  interest 
throu^  curiosity  and  self-interest.  That 
persona]  acquaintance  was  an  important 
factor  in  building  up  confidence,  that  the 
people  must  be  brought  to  the  library, 
one  must  talk  to  tbem  individually  and 
in  groups  about  the  things  most  of  in- 
terest to  them  and  must  participate  in 
their  social  events  and  in  their  sports. 
He  advised  reading  rooms,  educational 
classes,  bulletin  boards,  letters,  as  a 
means  of  getting  the  right  books  to  them, 
and  said  that  if  the  library  had  the  right 
books  to  meet  the  needs  and  advertised 
them  there  was  no  trouble  in  getting 
them  read. 

Trustee's  conference :  Miss  Ahem  was 
the  leader  of  this  meeting,  which  was 
well  attended.  One  or  more  trustees 
from  the  following  cities  were  present: 
Cairo,  Chillicothe,  Belleville,  Chicago, 
Danville,  Decatur,  Dixon,  Evanston, 
Gilman,  Hinsdale,  Hoopeston,  Lafayette, 
Mattoon,  Moline,  Rock  Island,  Taylor- 
ville,  and  White  Hall. 

[The  following  report  is  made  by  one 
of  the  trustees  present.  M.  E.  A.] 
TniiteeB*  lection 

The  libraries  of  the  state  were  well 
and  ably  represented  in  the  Trustees' 
section  of  the  I,  L.  A.,  which  met  on 
Thursday  afternoon.  While  the  orig- 
inal program  was  shattered  by  a  combi- 
nation of  circumstances  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  anyone,  a  well  arranged  and  well 
executed  substitute  formulated  at  a  late 
hour,  proved  highly  entertaining  and 
profitable  to  the  trustees  present. 

The  meeting  of  the  trustees'  section 
was  in  charge  of  Miss  M.  E.  Ahem, 
who  had  arranged  for  a  few  formal  ad- 
dresses on  timely  subjects.  The  infor- 
mal discussion  was  freely  participated 
in  by  most  of  the  trustees  in  attendance. 

That  Illinois  has  many  live  people  on 
library  boards  was  clearly  demonstrated. 
Most  gratifying  of  all  is  the  showing  that 
these  trustees  realize  their  responsibil- 
ity and  appreciate  their  privilege  in  fur- 
thering this  all  important  work.  Politi- 
cal recognition  is  not  the  main  idea  of  a 
trustee  today,  but  the  dominating  prin- 
ciple that  a  useful  public  duty  is  the 
first  consideration. 


The  addresses  and  discussions  dealt 
with  live  issues.  A  trustee's  usefulness 
particularly  in  cooperating  with  and  as- 
sisting the  librarian  was  the  issue  more 
often  emphasized. 

"A  library  may  have  an  able  and  con- 
sctencious  governing  board,  it  may  at 
the  same  time  have  a  skilled  and  compe- 
tent librarian,  but  unless  the  two  work 
in  full  unison  and  harmony,  the  best  re- 
sults are  not  obtained.  How  to  'pull  with 
the  stafF  to  the  maximum  d^ree  is  what 
we  seek  to  know." 

The  experience  and  plans  of  opera- 
tion of  the  Evanston  public  library  were 
set  forth  in  the  opening  address.  Presi- 
dent Cartwright's  address  showing  the 
careful  supervision  and  faithful  services 
of  this  partilular  board  was  an  inspira- 
tion to  the  other  trustees  who  heard  him 
and  who  cannot  fail  to  profit  by  his  ad- 
dress. 

Among  the  live  subjects  considered 
may  be  mentioned:  The  importance  of 
specializing  book  lists.  One  trustee  told 
of  the  benefit  to  a  fire  department  of  a 
collection  of  books  on  subjects  vital  to 
its  maintenance  and  efficiency.  Business 
efficiency  books  such  as  salesmanship, 
office  methods,  electrical  en^neering,  ar- 
chitecture and  kindred  subjects  was  the 
hobby  of  one  trustee  present.  The  great 
war  and  contemporary  interests  came  in 
for  their  share  of  attention.  The  library 
was  urged  to  cater  to  the  enlightenment 
of  special  interests  as  well  as  to  inform 
on  current  events.  This  field  of  useful- 
ness should  be  cultivated  to  the  limit  by 
every  library  in  the  state. 

The  influence  of  the  trustee  in  le^sla- 
tive  matters  has  been  of  much  impor- 
tance heretofore  but  it  was  emphasized 
that  this  sphere  of  usefulness  is  open  to 
much  expansion.  Trustees  should  be 
abreast  of  the  times  during  legislative 
sessions  and  exert  their  influence  vigor- 
ously in  matters  pertaining  to  library 
legislation. 

The  subject  of  committees  was  han- 
dled without  gloves.  Committees  of 
trustee  boards  are  useful  when  properly 
regulated,  but  the  tendency  of  commit- 
tee chairmen  to  assume  too  much  was 
severely  condemned. 
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The  library  as  a  social  center  was  com- 
mended as  bringing  it  into  its  own.  This 
function  of  the  library  is  too  often  over- 
looked. In  this  connection  a  most  excel- 
lent program  is  carried  on  at  Blooming- 
ton,  where  the  librarian  is  associated 
with  the  Woman's  club  and  does  much 
to  link  the  library  up  with  local  inter- 
ests. Newspaper  publicity,  published 
book  lists  on  timely  subjects  and  literary 
entertainments  under  library  auspices 
were  all  valuable  suggestions. 

To  a  trustee  of  the  male  persuasion 
a  most  gratifying  revelation  was  the  en- 
thusiasm and  intelligent  participation  of 
a  number ,  of  women  trustees  present. 
These  women  have  not  failed  to  meas- 
ure up  to  the  full  stature  of  trustees, 
nor  have  they  contented  themselves  with 
the  local  honor  of  their  appointment,  but 
are  assuming  and  disdiarging  their 
duties  with  a  realizing  sense  of  the  re- 
sponsibility incurred. 

An  interesting  visitor  was  a  trustee 
of  the  Brooklyn  public  library  who  also 
serves  a  Massachusetts  Tibrary  in  the 
same  capacity. 

"I  will  return  home  a  better  trustee," 
was  the  verbal  expression  of  some  and 
doubtless  the  firm  determination  of  all. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  useful  fea- 
ture of  the  library  association  may  de- 
velop until  it  reaches  a  place  of  impor- 
tance second  to  none  in  our  public  econ- 
omy. 

Tnutees  registered 

There  was  a  larger  number  of  trustees 
present  at  the  Decatur  meeting  than  has 
been  present  for  a  long  time.  The  fol- 
lowing were  registered,  but  there  were 
others  present  who  did  not  register : 
Mrs  Lillian  B.  Carrol,  ChiUicotlie;  C.  M. 
Cartwright,  Evanston;  Mary  B,  Dole, 
Mattoon;  Mrs  R.F.Oplinger.Taylorville; 
L.  R.  Osterhaus,  Belleville;  E.  C.  Par- 
sons, Dixon ;  H.  W.  Schriver,  Oilman ; 
Mary  Smith,  Lafayette;  Mrs  Helen  B. 
Stephens,  Danville ;  Mary  C.  Stetson, 
White  Hall;  E.  D.  TweedeH,  Hinsdale; 
J.  B.  Wallbridge,  Hoopeston;  Mrs  W. 
H.  Wood,  Cairo;  O.  E.  Childes.  Moline; 
W.  F.  Hardy,  Decatur;  Mrs.  N.  D.  Mc- 
Kinney,  Bloomington. 

O.  E.  Child, 
Trustee  Moline  public  library. 


General    seuioii,    Thuradir.    OchAer    18, 
8  p.  m. 

This  session  was  held  in  Kaeuper  hall, 
James  Milliken  university,  and  was  of 
great  general  interest.  Mr  Windsor  in- 
troduced Mr  Victor  Yarros  of  Hull 
House,  Chicago,  who,  in  a  lecture  on 
"Education  and  literature  in  Russia," 
discussed  in  a  masterly  way  the  factors 
in  Russian  life  and  civilization  of  the  last 
century  which  had  a  bearing  on  the  situa- 
tion at  the  date  of  the  lecture  (October 
18).  Mr  Yarros  emphasized  the  fact 
that  the  great  mass  of  the  Russian  people 
are  illiterate  peasants  to  whom  the  au- 
tocracy has  denied  education  as  a  mat- 
ter of  policy,  but  he  pointed  out  that  the 
peasantry,  illiterate  though  they  may  be, 
are  by  no  means  unintelligent,  and,  in 
addition  to  native  shrewdness,  possess  in 
a  high  degree  the  moral  and  spiritual 
qualities  of  idealism,  of  simplicity  and 
trustfulness.  It  is  lack  of  education 
combined  with  unquestionii^  faith  in 
the  good  purposes  of  the  Czar  which 
furnish  the  explanation  for  the  loyalty 
shown  the  autocratic  government  almost 
up  to  the  present  time.  However,  the 
political  education  of  the  Russian  peas- 
ant has,  during  the  last  decade,  been  ac- 
complished, as  the  speaker  showed,  in 
a  most  unexpected  way.  From  the 
Duma,  ineffective  in  government  but 
powerful  as  an  educative  agency,  liberal 
political  ideas  have  spread  among  the 
Russian  people  as  a  whole ;  thus  the  way 
has  been  made  easy  for  the  miraculous 
revolution  of  last  March.  Whether  the 
government  of  Kerensky  would  endure 
and  Russia  become  one  of  the  world's 
great  democracies,  Mr  Yarros  would  not 
venture  to  prophesy.  Th^  Maximalists, 
true  to  the  Russian  idealistic  character, 
instead  of  yielding  to  the  majority  rule 
of  democracy,  were  refusing  in  their  po- 
litical inexperience,  to  nudce  the  least 
concession,  and  this,  with  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  made  the  future  extremely 
doubtful.  In  conclusion,  Mr  Yarros  ex- 
pressed the  belief  that  Russia  as  a 
democracy  would  contribute  an  clement 
of  immense  value  to  the  civilization  of 
the  world ;  the  Tolstoian  spirit  was 
needed  in  a  world  dominated,  in  a  large 
degree  by  the  ideas  of  Nietzsche. 
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It  was  interesting  to  the  audience  of 
librarians  to  learn  that  Mr  Yarros  had, 
as  a  youth  in  Russia,  taken  active  part  in 
the  dangerous  work  of  circulating  the 
boolcs  of  a  so-called  underground  libraiy, 
consisting  of  works  forbidden  by  the  gov- 
ernment to  be  read. 

Professor  W.  B.  Olds,  accompanied 
by  Professor  D.  M.  Swart  out  of  the 
James  MiUiken  university  on  the  piano, 
gave  a  most  interesting  talk  on  bird 
songs,  illustrating  the  various  calls  by 
songs  for  which  he  had  written  the  words 
and  music.  Seldom  has  the  association 
enjoyed  so  artistic  and  unique  an  enter- 
tainment. Then  followed  a  reception  for 
the  association  given  by  the  faculty  of 
the  university. 

General     session,      Friday,     October     19, 
9:30  a.  m. 

The  report  of  the  Legislative  commit- 
tee was  called  for.  This  committee  re- 
ported that  the  following  bills  had  been 
carefully  prepared  in  accordance  with 
the  desire  of  the  1916  meeting.  County 
libraries,  community  libraries,  or  libra- 
ries covering  two  or  more  townships  or 
parts  of  townships ;  certification  of  libra- 
rians. After  much  discussion  the  com- 
mittee decided  that  the  question  of  cer- 
tification was  still  an  open  one  and  that 
it  was  best  to  postpone  introducing  this 
bill.  The  bill  for  community  hbrarics 
had  been  based  somewhat  on  the  state 
law  for  township  high  schools.  This 
high  school  law  was  being  contested  in 
the  courts,  so  the  committee  decided  to 
wait  until  the  school  people  had  framed 
a  satisfactory  law.  The  county  library 
bill  was  again  endorsed  by  the  commit- 
tee and  in  addition  one  which  should 
regulate  control  of  libraries  in  cities  and 
villages  with  commission  form  of  govern- 
ment. The  committee  also  supported  a 
bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  library 
buildings  in  public  parks.  This  bill 
passed.  The  report  then  gave  the  history 
of  its  two  bills  in  the  legislature,  report- 
ing that  the  Commission  city  bill  had 
passed  and  become  a  law  and  that  under 
it,  in  commission  governed  cities,  the 
library  trustees  were  to  have  control  of 
all  money  and  complete  administration 
of  the  library.    The  county  bill  had  not 


been  so  fortunate  and  in  spite  of  great 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  committee  it 
was  lost.  It  was  urged  that  a  publicity 
campaign  be  entered  into  before  the  next 
General  Assembly  to  inform  the  people 
of  the  real  libraiy  conditions  and  the 
need  in  Illinois  for  a  county  library  law. 
This  report  was  received. 

Miss  Parham  of  Bloomington  then 
read  a  most  entertaining  paper,  giving 
"A  book  symposium."  She  said  that 
some  one  had  divided  readers  into  two 
classes,  those  who  insisted  that  a  book 
should  teach  them  something  and  those 
who  with  equal  force  insisted  that  it 
should  teach  them  nothing.  She  said 
that  though  she  had  occasional  lapses 
and  read  an  instructive  book  she  should 
much  prefer  enrolling  with  the  number 
who  read  for  entertainment  and  inspira- 
tion. She  then  proceeded  to  elimmate 
from  her  consideration  the  books  on 
agriculture,  food  preservation  and  con- 
servation and  discussed  the  current  books 
on  literature,  poetry,  fiction,  and  the 
war.  She  had  written  to  a  number  of 
Illinois  library  people  asking  the  names 
of  worth-while  books  that  they  had  read 
recently,  and  then  summed  up  her  an- 
swers without  giving  the  names  of  the 
readers  except  by  some  delightful  bit  of 
characterization  which  gave  the  secret 
away  most  successfully.  Some  of  the 
books  mentioned  were  Ian  Hay's  The 
Oppressed  English ;  L.  R.  Morris'  Celtic 
dawn;  Lewis'  Those  About  the  Trench; 
Ruhl,  White  Nights;  Barbusse,  Under 
Fire ;  Mackenzie,  The  man  who  tried  to 
be  it;  Dawson,  Carry  on;  Flandraw, 
Cousin  Julia;  Butler,  The  way  of  all 
flesh ;  Conrad,  Victory ;  Canfield,  Under- 
stood Betsy;  Pool,  His  family;  Stein- 
metz,  America,  and  The  reveries  of  a 
schoolmaster,  by  Francis  B.  Pearson. 
The  last  was  selected  as  being  the  most 
delightful  book  that  had  been  read  dur- 
ing the  year.  There  were  many  other 
books  mentioned  and  much  humorous 
comment  on  librarians  and  the  interesting 
opportunities  that  occur  for  directing  the 
reading  of  the  public. 

Mr  C.  B.  Roden  of  the  Chicago  public 
library  gave  a  most  interesting  tf^k  on 
library  service  tn  war  time.     He  called 
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attention  to  the  present  crisis  as  a  won- 
derful opportunity  for  the  library  to 
assume  its  proper  place  as  a  real  col- 
lecting and  distributing  center  for  all 
information.  The  preservation  of  all 
material  concerning  the  part  that  each 
locality  is  taking  in  the  war  was  espec- 
ially important  in  this  connection.  He 
suggested  first,  that  newspapers,  espec- 
ially those  in  foreign  languages  published 
in  the  home  town,  would  soon  be  valu- 
able; second,  that  a  selection,  if  not  a 
collection,  of  the  various  posters  would 
have  historic  interest ;  third,  that  the  pres- 
ervation of  recruiting  and  draft  records 
were  a  duty;  fourth,  that  the  Hbrary 
should  have  on  its  shelves  the  literature 
of  inspiration  and  of  patriotism  defend- 
ing the  action  of  the  United  States  in 
the  war;  fifth,  that  all  propaganda  ma- 
terial should  be  accepted  but  should  be 
put  aside  and  not  sorted  till  after  the 
war.  He  spoke  of  the  extraordinary 
activities  of  the  Chicago  public  library 
in  collecting  all  sorts  of  government  pub- 
lications and  all  material  on  conservation 
and  relief  as  well  as  an  enormous  amount 
of  material  about  the  war.  He  told  also 
of  the  flood  of  really  good  books  that 
had  been  given  in  response  to  the  appeal 
for  the  camp  libraries  and  of  the  immense 
amount  of  work  involved  in  sorting  and 
distributing  this  material.  This  work 
of  sorting  had  all  been  voluntary  extra 
work  on  the  part  of  the  staff. 

The  need  for  books  for  the  camp  is 
growing  and  even  though  the  million  dol- 
lar fund  has  been  secured,  the  need  for 
books  will  remain  as  long  as  the  war 
lasts. 

The  next  paper  was  given  by  Miss 
Dorothy  Blatchford  of  the  Illinois  So- 
ciety for  the  prevention  of  blindness. 
She  told  of  the  work  of  the  society  and 
of  the  terrible  consequences  to  the  chil- 
dren in  any  community,  of  ignorance  on 
this  subject  and  made  an  appeal  to  the 
librarians  to  help  in  the  work  by  being 
distributing  centers  for  leaflets,  posters, 
etc.,  which  the  society  would  be  glad  to 
supply. 

Mrs  Jane  Marten  Johns,  the  founder 
of  the  library  of  Decatur,  spoke  for  a 
few   minutes    on    her    book,    "Personal 


rectrflections,  1849-65."  Mrs  Johns  is 
one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  Decatur 
and  has  been  a  witness  of  many  interest- 
ing events  in  lUinms  history.  She  knew 
Lincoln  and  Douglas  and  her  book  is 
full  of  reminiscences  of  these  great  men. 
It  is  valuable  for  the  history  not  only  of 
Decatur  but  of  the  state. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  time  the  report 
of  the  publicity  committee  was  not  read. 
Miss  Barrette,  chairman,  reported  that 
a  definite  plan  of  cooperation  with  the 
women's  clubs  has  been  carried  out  and 
that  the  clubs  had  held  library  programs 
and  had  done  good  publicity  work  in 
many  districts.  Dr  Evans  had  mentioned 
the  work  the  libraries  could  do  in  child 
conservation  and  other  health  work  in 
his  columns.  A  contest  "Doctors  in  fic- 
tion" had  been  announced  in  Public 
Libraries  and  letters  had  been  sent  to 
177  libraries,  asking  that  the  contest  be 
written  up  in  the  local  papers.  While 
very  few  took  part  in  the  actual  contest, 
the  publicity  from  these  write-ups  had 
been  of  service  in  attracting  the  attention 
of  people  to  the  library. 

The  following  resolutions  were  passed 
by  the  association : 

Whereas  the  east  in  its  great  need  has 
seen  fit  to  call  upon  the  west  for  help,  and 
whereas  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Illinois  li- 
brary association,  imbued  with  the  true 
missionary  spirit  to  aid  wherever  possible, 
therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  follow  Mr 


that  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  send  a 
copy  of  this  resolution  to  each. 

Resolved  that  the  secretary  express  to 
Miss  Mary  J.  Booth,  our  appreciation  for 
her  courase  in  undertaking  the  strenuous 
work  in  the  canteen  service,  and  our  pride 
that  we  have  a  representative  in  the  field. 

Resolved,  that  we,  the  members  of  the 
Illinois  library  association  in  convention 
assembled  Oct.  17-19,  1917,  express  oar 
heartfelt  appreciation  for  the  cordial  wel- 
come and  continuing  hospitality,  accorded 
us  by  the  mayor  and  cit>^  officials,  the  Li- 
brary Board,  the  Association  of  Commerce, 
the  Decatur  Country  Club  and  the  James 
Miilikin  University. 

We  thank  the  librarian  and  her  sUff  for 
their  eflorts,  which  have  made  this  meeting 
possible,  the  local  press  for  notices  ana 
reports  and  the  Hotel  Orlando  for  its  many 
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president,  and  Miss  Houchens,  our  secre- 
tary, who  have  so  successfully  undertaken 
and  carried  on  these  duties,  which  they  were 
unexpectedly   called   upon    to   perform. 

The  year  1917  has  brought  immeasurable 
loss  in  the  death  of  three  active  members  of 
the  Illinois  library  association.  All  three 
have  been,  at  some  time,  officers  of  this 
association.  All  had  given  years  of  self- 
sacrificing  devotion,  as  effective  librarians, 
to  their  several  communities  and  all  had 
heroically  continued  the  service,  while  bear- 
ing, without  complaint,  the  added  burdens 
of  physical  pain. 

Miss  Mary  Borden  Lindsay,  whose  whole 
life  had  been  identified  with  untiring,  un- 
selfish devotion,  to  the  educational  activi- 
ties of  the  slate.  First,  as  a  teacher,  then 
for  many  years,  as  librarian  of  the  Evans- 
ton   public  library. 

Mr  Henry  Eduard  Legler,  librarian  of 
the  Chicago  public  library,  honored  leader, 
beloved  comrade,  whose  kindly  wisdom  was 
always  ready  at  the  demand  of  any  who 
needed  him  and  whose  broad  vision,  ir- 
resistible enthusiasm  and  power  of  achieve- 
ment are  now,  and  must  ever  be,  an  inspira- 
tion and  guide  to  this  association. 

Miss  Mable  Thain,  for  nineteen  years  li- 
brarian of  Oak  Park,  whose  rare  apprecia-. 
tion,  charm  and  grace  of  character  crowned 
her  ability  as  administrator. 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Illinois  library 
association  in  convention  assembled  in 
Decatur,  October  17-19,  1917,  hereby  give 
expression  to  their  deep  sorrow  and  sense 
of  irreparable  loss  to  the  library  profession 
in  the  death  of  these  three,  taken  from  their 
work  in  the  midst  of  their  careers. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for 
the  incoming  year:  President,  Miss  Jane 
P.  Hubbell,  Rockford;  first  vice-presi- 
dent, Mr  E.  D.  Tweedel,  Chicago;  sec- 
ond vice-president.  Miss  Ida  F.  Wright, 
Springfield;  secretary.  Miss  Josie  B. 
Houchens,  Urbana;  treasurer.  Miss 
Adah  F.  White omb,  Chicago. 

An  invitation  was  read  from  Peoria 
inviting  the  association  to  meet  there  in 
1918.  Miss  Anna  Hoover  delivered  a 
similar  invitation  to  hold  the  meeting  in 
Galesburg.  The  decision  was  referr^  to 
the  Executive  committee. 

All  business  having  been  transacted. 
President  Lansden  declared  the  1917 
conference  adjourned. 

SocibI  featnreB 

There  were  many  deligfitful  social 
events  scheduled  for  the  entertainment 
of  the  delegates.  A  reception  given  by 
the  Library  staff,  Wednesday  evening, 


was  greatly  enjojred  by  the  people  who 
had  arrived  on  time.  Thursday  was  an 
especially  festive  day,  despite  the  fact 
that  the  auto  ride  had  to  be  given  up. 

At  four  o'clock  the  delegates  were 
taken  on  special  cars  to  the  Country  club 
where  they  were  most  delightfully  enter- 
tained at  tea.  That  evening,  following 
the  program,  the  faculty  of  the  James 
Milliken  university  held  a  reception  in 
Kaeuper  hail. 

The  University  of  Illinois  Library 
School  alumni  association  held  a  dinner 
Thursday  evening.  There  were  40  pres- 
ent. Mr  and  Mrs  Bowker,  Mr  Yarros, 
Miss  Chandler,  and  Miss  Lansden  were 
guests  of  the  occasion. 

Josie  B.  Houchens, 

Secretary. 

Work  at  Camp  Sherman,  Ohio 
Mr  Burton  E.  Stevenson,  librarian  of 
the  Public  library  of  Chillicothe,  Ohio, 
in  his  report  on  the  library  at  Camp 
Sherman,  has  an  interesting  story  to  tell 
of  the  book  facilities  furnished  in  thai 
locality  for  the  soldiers.  A  condensed 
form  of  it  follows: 

The  first  detachment  of  engineers  and 
guard  troops  for  the  camp  arrived  the 
last  of  June.  Library  cards  were  issued 
to  those  who  wished  to  take  books  from 
the  Public  library  of  Chillicothe.  The 
first  troops  were  quartered  in  the  town, 
but  succeeding  detachments  went  to  the 
camp.  Donations  of  books  and  magazines 
were  called  for  locally  and  when  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  went  into  its  first  building,  the 
library  turned  over  about  300  volumes  of 
fiction  and  a  big  lot  of  magazines. 

A  meeting  was  held  about  this  time 
at  the  State  library,  Columbus,  to  con- 
sider ways  and  means  of  meeting  the 
situation.  There  were  present  at  this 
meeting  members  of  the  State  library 
commission,  Mr  Galbreath,  Mr  Dice, 
Miss  Doren  of  Dayton,  Mr  Brett  of 
Cleveland.  Mr.  Weist,  general  secretary 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A,  work  at  the  camp,  and 
Mr  Stevenson.  Mr  Weist  announced  that 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  putting  up  nine 
buildings  at  the  camp,  to  be  completed 
early  in  September,  when  the  first  mcre- 
ment  of  draft  troops  would  arrive,  and 
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wliich  should  be  equipped  with  books  and 
magazines  as  promptly  as  passible. 

The  State  library  commission  agreed 
to  ask  the  State  emergency  board  for  an 
appropriation  of  $25,000  to  carry  on  the 
work  until  the  A.  L.  A.  was  ready  to 
take  it  over.  This  appropriation  was 
never  granted  and  the  expenses  of  the 
work  were  paid  either  by  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Chillicothe  or  the  traveling  de- 
partment of  the  State  hbrary.  A  state 
wide  campaign  for  book  donations  was 
begun,  all  books  to  be  shipped  to  the 
Chillicothe  public  library  which  acted  as 
a  general  clearing  house  and  got  the 
books  ready  for  the  camp. 

Mr  Dice,  State  library  organizer,  spent 
two  or  three  days  of  every  week  at 
Chillicothe  supervising  the  technical  end 
of  the  work.  One  assistant  to  write 
catalog  and  book  cards  and  to  assist  in 
overseeing  the  work  was  furnished  by 
Mr  Stevenson.  Practically  all  the  rest 
of  the  work  was  done  by  volunteers. 
When  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  opened  its  first 
regular  building  August  IS,  the  Public 
library  of  Chillicothe  installed  a  unit  of 
350  books.  A  few  days  later  Miss  Doren 
spent  a  day  in  Chillicothe  on  her  way 
home  from  the  War  council  meeting  at 
Washington.  She  saw  the  branch  in  op- 
eration in  building  71  and  the  other  build- 
ings nearing  completion  with  few  books 
coming  in.  Shortly  thereafter  a  500  book 
unit  arrived  from  the  Dayton  li^ary 
and  was  installed  in  building  74.  A  simi- 
lar unit  from  the  State  traveling  library 
was  installed  in  building  70.  By  this 
time  donated  books  bad  begun  to  flow  in 
and  there  are  now  about  6000  books,  all 
donations,  except  500  late  war  books  es- 
pecially purchased  by  the  traveling  de- 
partment of  the  State  library. 

Mr  Dice  has  given  invaluable  help  in 
starting  the  machinery,  book  cards  and 
other  necessary  records.  A  valuable  re- 
cruit came  in  the  person  of  Miss  Edwina 
F.  Glenn,  daughter  of  Major  General 
Glenn  commanding  Camp  Sherman,  a 
graduate  of  Pratt  Institute  library  school 
with  a  year's  experience  in  the  New 
York  public  library.  She  came  in  one 
day  to  find  out  if  there  was  any^ing  she 
could  do  to  help  and  she  has  been  at 


work  most  of  the  time  since.  The  techni- 
cal work  of  getting  the  books  ready  for 
the  camp  was  placed  tmder  her  general 
direction  and  the  answer  to  a  call  for  vol- 
unteer workers  has  been  such  as  to  build 
up  an  experienced  staff.  Among  them 
and  in  charge  of  classification  is  Mrs 
Grace  Morgan  Holden,  also  a  graduate 
of  Pratt  with  experience  in  the  Cincin- 
nati public  library.  These  volimteers  are 
recruited  exclusively  from  the  wives  of 
officers  stationed  at  the  camp,  many  of 
whom  welcome  the  opportuni^  to  occupy 
their  leisure  with  useful  work  of  this 
sort. 

Mr  Dice  is  in  chai^  of  the  work  in- 
structing the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  men  of  the 
camp  in  details  concerning  such  library 
work  as  they  are  capable  of  doing.  The 
volunteer  staff  is  capable  of  preparing 
about  300  books  a  day  and  has  been 
able  so  far  to  keep  up  with  the  steady 
flow  of  donated  books.  A  unit  of  at  least 
300  books,  together  with  a  full  equipment 
of  magazines,  is  always  ready  tor  each 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  Knights  of  Colum- 
bus building  as  it  opens.  There  arc  now 
U  units  and  we  hope  to  have  ihcir 
shelves  full  with  first-rate  books  by  the 
middle  of  November. 

In  order  to  prevent  confusion  some 
sort  of  system  had  to  be  adopted.  The 
following  are  some  of  the  points  resolved 
upon  in  the  conference  between  Miss 
Glenn,  Mr  Dice  and  Mr  Stevenson : 

Every  soldier  in  the  camp  is  a  patron 
of  the  library. 

There  will  be  no  registration  list. 

Time  limit  is  one  week.  There  are  no 
penalties  for  not  returning  a  book  on  time 
of  for  damage  to  it. 

The  men  are  given  to  understand  that 
they  are  on  their  honor  to  take  the  best 
possible  care  of  the  books,  and  placards 
emphasize  this  fact. 

Besides  the  book  card,  two  catalc^ 
cards  are  written  for  each  book,  an  au- 
thor card  and  a  shelf-list  card.  A  book 
pocket  is  placed  in  the  inside  of  the 
front  cover  and  all  books  are  marked 
with  the  library  stamp.  Each  book  is 
stamped  with  me  number  of  the  build- 
ing to  which  it  belongs,  so  that  it  may  be 
returned  from  anywhere.    Books  are  on 
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open  shelves  and  fiction  and  class  books 
are  slacked  separately.  The  books,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  are  classified  only  to 
three  figures  (D.  C),  with  the  initial  of 
the  author.  Book  request  slips  are  placed 
in  every  building  so  as  to  secure  data  as 
to  the  class  of  books  desired. 

What  most  of  the  men  want  is  clean 
absorbing  exciting  fiction.  All  donations 
of  books  arc  not  up  to  standard.  The 
standard  applied  to  the  camp  libraries 
should  be  considerably  more  rigid  than 
for  the  ordinary  public  library.  The  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  men  are  eager  to  do  everything 
they  can,  but  in  the  rush  hours,  it  is  im- 
possible for  them  to  look  after  the  books. 
It  may  be  possible  to  get  from  the  large 
number  of  men  of  the  camp  enough  vol- 
unteers with  library  or  book  store  ex- 
perience to  help  with  the  evening  work, 
tho  it  may  be  hardly  fair  to  ask  the  men 
to  give  up  their  recreation  hour.  Mr 
Stevenson  says  of  this : 

There  is  always  some  uncertainty  about 
voluntAry  labor,  bo  I  believe  that  at  least 
one  man  will  have  to  be  assiKned  by  the 
A.  L.  A.  to  each  branch,  whicti  means  12 
or  possibly  14  for  this  camp  alone.  Women 
will  not  do  for  this  work,  but  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  most  of  the  work  at  the  main 
library  cannot  be  done  by  women.  I  would 
strongly  urge  that  an  effort  be  made  to 
have  the  ruling  forbidding  this  modified. 
If  this  is  done,  we  here  will  have  the  be- 
ginning of  a  fairly  competent  Bta£E  to  go 
ahead  with  the  work  when  the  A.  L.  A. 
takes  it  over.  If  not,  I  do  not  see  where 
the  staff  Is  to  come  from.  Women  are  em- 
ployed in  the  post-exchanges.  Why  not  in 
the  main  libraries,  which,  needless  to  sa^, 
will  be  a  mnch  more  secluded  and  digni- 
fied place. 

There  is  little  demand  for  magazines 
more  than  a  few  months  old.  The  men 
do  not  care  for  women's  magaines,  and 
all  m^:azines  which  deal  in  salacious  or 
suggestive  fiction  should  be  rigidly  ex- 
cluded. There  is  an  insistent  demand  for 
the  lighter  technical  magazines.  Arrange- 
ment has  been  made  to  have  local  news- 
papers from  all  the  points  in  Ohio  and 
Western  Pennsylvania  sent  to  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  headquarters.  There  sorted  and 
distributed  to  the  building  nearest  the 
quarters  of  the  men  from  each  locality, 
there  are  now  about  300  dailies,  and  as 
many  weeklies  and  semi-weeklies.    The 


books  which  are  sent  are  composed  very 
largely  of  novels  which  have  been  pub- 
lished during  the  last  few  years — just 
such  novels  as  are  included  in  the  A. 
L,  A.  camp  book  list.  It  will  be  neces- 
sary to  supplement  the  standards  and 
some  of  the  less  widely  read  current  fic- 
tion by  purchases,  but  the  remainder  can 
safely  be  left  to  donations. 


The  New  Forbes  Library  at  North- 
ampton, Mass. 

After  being  more  or  less  in  confiision 
for  several  months,  the  Forbes  library 
reopened  in  September  with  an  increased 
book  capacity,  from  125,0C»  to  400,000  v. 
It  is  now  a  library,  which  by  the  union 
with  the  Northampton  public  library,  is 
the  fifth  largest  institution  opened  to  the 
general  public  in  Massachusetts,  the  larg- 
est public  library  in  a  city  of  20,000  in- 
habitants in  the  country  and  a  library 
second  to  none  in  equipment. 

During  the  summer  many  changes 
were  made  in  the  building — a  new  L.  B. 
steel  stack  erected,  electricity  introduced, 
the  old  wooden  stacks  put  in  place  up- 
stairs, the  walls  retinted,  the  loan  desk 
enlarged,  and  the  floors  done  over.  Much 
changing  of  and  in  the  book  stacks  has 
entailed  the  handling  several  times  of 
over  175,000  v.,  and  an  approximate 
weight  of  over  250  tons. 

Over  and  above  this  purely  physical 
labor,  the  books  of  both  the  Forbes  and 
Northampton  public  library  have  been 
checked  up  (showing  30,000  duplicates) 
and  incorporated  in  their  proper  places 
in  the  Forbes  library.  The  platting  of 
the  location  of  the  books  of  the  main 
library  in  their  new  stack  alone,  was  a 
work  that  required  much  forethought 
and  skillful  figuring  in  order  that  time 
and  expense  might  be  saved  in  moving 
and  proper  space  left  for  additions  to 
the  books.  During  all  this  work,  the 
branch  libraries  have  been  open  as  usual, 
the  children's  department  in  its  entirety 
has  been  maintained  in  Memorial  hall ; 
and  while  the  Forbes  building  was  closed, 
fiction  and  books  of  current  interest  were 
also  circulated  from  there  and  the  read- 
ing room  kept  open. 
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The  making  of  the  new  Forbes  began 
last  November  when  the  42,000  books 
of  the  Northampton  public  library  were 
moved  and  stored,  all  in  their  proper 
places  on  their  own  shelves,  on  the  sec- 
ond floor  of  the  Forbes.  This  was  ac- 
complished without  interrupting  the  serv- 
ice. Last  February,  the  Forbes  volumes 
and  their  wooden  stacks  were  also 
moved  upstairs,  clearing  the  stack  room 
on  the  ground  floor  for  the  installation 
of  the  new  steel  stack  by  the  Library 
Bureau. 

New  featufM 

The  new  stack  is  lighted  throughout 
with  electricity.  A  double  switch  is 
used  so  that  the  light  can  be  turned  off 
from  either  end  of  the  aisle.  The  indi- 
rect method  of  lighting  has  been  in- 
stalled in  the  main  hall.  The  loan  desk 
has  been  lengthened  25  feet,  special 
lighting  apparatus  being  provided  for 
it.  The  departments  have  been  ar- 
ranged for  convenient,  quick  use,  A 
special  feature  is  to  be  a  department  of 
books  published  in  Northampton  and 
books  by  Northampton  authors.  The 
children's  room  will  be  one  of  the  spe- 
cial features.  Art  and  music  are  to 
have  special  departments  with  arrange- 
ment for  quick,  easy  use.  To  make  the 
Forbes  library  as  serviceable  as  is  pos- 
sible has  been  the  aim  of  the  trustees 
and  the  library  force.  The  joining  o^ 
the  two  libraries,  the  construction  of 
probably  the  largest  two  story  steel 
stack  in  America,  the  rearrangement 
of  the  entire  library  and  the  careful  se- 
lection of  the  books,  the  cleaning  and 
repairing  of  the  library  plant,  have  been 
the  tasks  involving  intelligent  prepara- 
tion and  continuance  of  careful  super- 
vision. These  tasks  have  now  been 
well  and  thoroughly  accomplished. 


A  small  boy  recently  returned  a  book 
to  the  library.  The  librarian  asked  him 
how  he  liked  the  book.  "Oh  I"  he  said, 
"I  just  loved  that  book,  but  there  was 
one  part  I  just  hated." 

Of  course,  the  librarian  was  surprised 
and  said,  "What  part  was  that?"  The 
boy  smilingly  replied,  "The  last  page 
where  it  said.  That's  all." 


The  New  Building  at  Indianapc^ 

The  Indianapolis  public  library  moved 
into  its  new  central  building  the  6r5t 
week  in  October  and  the  building  was 
dedicated  on  Sunday,  October  7.  The 
Indianapolis  public  library  is  45  years 
old  and  has  grown  from  a  few  hundred 
books  in  1872  to  a  collection  of  205,000 
now  on  its  shelves.  This  is  the  second 
time  it  has  had  a  new  building,  having 
been  located  for  nearly  30  years  just  off 
the  famous  Circle,  The  pbns  for  the 
present  building  began  in  1913  and  it 
was  completed  the  past  summer.  The 
building  complete  cost  $500,800  with  a 
site  valued  at  $220,000.  The  building  is 
of  Bedford  limestone,  and  has  a  total 
floor  space  of  72,000  sq.  ft.  It  has  a 
stack  capacity  of  150,000v,  on  two  levels 
of  Library  Bureau  steel  stack.  Two  more 
floor  levels  of  stack  may  be  added,  and 
later  by  raising  the  stack  roof,  addi- 
tional levels  may  be  gained. 

There  is  a  plot  of  ground  on  three 
sides  of  the  building,  which  will  be  beau- 
tified by  an  artistic  planting  of  shrubs 
and  plants,  giving  an  attractive  setting 
to  the  building.  Two  massive  wrou^t 
iron  gates  close  the  main  entrance  of  the 
building  and  on  two  bronze  tablets  there 
is  the  inscription,  "These  gates  are  the 
gift  of  the  children  of  Indianapolis  in 
loving  remembrance  of  their  friend, 
James  Whitcomb  Riley."  Passing  be- 
yond the  Riley  gates,  there  is  a  spacious 
entry ;  to  the  left,  a  check  room ;  to  the 
right,  a  public  telephone  booth.  A  long 
corridor  leads  to  the  right  and  pves  en- 
trance to  the  children's  room  and  to  the 
auditorium,  A  similar  corridor  on  the 
left,  leads  to  the  administration  wing  of 
the  library.  Directly  in  front  is  the 
doorway  leading  to  tfie  great  open  shelf 
and  delivery  room. 

This  is  the  pied  de  risistattci  of  the 
building.  It  is  100  feet  in  length,  45  feet 
in  width  and  from  floor  to  ceiling  45  feet 
in  height.  It  is  finished  in  Indiana  white 
oak  and  Bedford  stone,  a  beautifully 
decorated  and  spacious  hall.  Opposite 
the  door,  is  the  delivery  desk  and  to  the 
right  and  left  are  the  great  marble  stair 
cases  leading  to  an  encircling  gallery. 
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which  holds  the  op«n  shelf  material  and 
also  leads  to  the  reading  and  reference 
room  on  the  second  floor.  On  this  floor, 
to  the  right,  are  the  periodical,  medical 
and  art  reference  rooms  and  on  the  left 
are  the  general  reading  and  general  ref- 
erence rooms.  Indirect  lighting  is  used, 
which  is  adequate  in  even  the  remotest 
comer.  There  is  no  basement  to  the 
building.  The  lowest  floor  is  almost  at 
the  grade  level.  In  addition  to  the  locker 
and  custodian  rooms,  the  lower  floor 
houses  the  machinery  plant  of  the  build- 
ing. There  are  two  entrances  to  the 
building,  the  second  one  leads  directly 
to  the  children's  room  and  to  the  audi- 
torium. The  latter  is  provided  with  a 
platform  stage  and  will  seat  200  per- 
sons. It  is  a  beautiful  building,  attrac- 
tive outside  and  beautiful  inside. 

A  number  of  changes  have  been  made 
in  the  staff  recently.  Five  voluntary  res- 
ignations were  received  and  six  were  not 
reappointed.  The  circulating  and  chil- 
dren's departments  were  reorganized. 
Marcia  M.  Furnas  has  been  made  chief 
of  the  circulating  department  and  Car- 
rie E.  Scott  has  been  made  chief  of  the 
children's  department. 


National  Pood  AdminiBtration 

The  U.  S.  Food  Administration  has 
asked  that  there  be  loaned  to  the  Food 
Administrator  of  each  state  an  assistant 
from  one  of  the  libraries  to  act. 

There  is  a  library  for  every  200  square 
miles  of  territory  in  the  United  Slates, 
or,  to  put  it  another  way,  there  is  a 
library  for  every  6,000  inhabitants.  This 
means  that  the  libraries  of  the  country 
should  reach  at  least  seven-tenths  of  the 
population. 

To  sum  up,  the  work  will  function  as 
follows:  Food  administration  connect- 
ing with  48  state  directors ;  48  state  di- 
rectors connecting  with  libraries  of  the 
United  States;  libraries  of  the  United 
States  .connecting  with  seven-tenths  of 
the  population  of  the  United  States ;  sev- 
en-tenths of  the  population  of  the  United 
States  connecting  with  allied  countries 
across  the  water,  through  food  saved  as 
a  result  of  conservation  propaganda. 
"Each  locality  has  its  food  problem," 


says  the  Food  Administration.  "On  Cape 
Cod,  cranberries,  herring  and  blueberries 
are  the  staple  product.  In  Florida,  citrus 
fruits,  certain  varieties  of  nut,  potatoes 
and  tomatoes.  In  the  middle  west  all 
kinds  of  cereal  products.  In  the  Rocky 
mountain  region,  big  game,  etc.  There- 
fore each  librarian  should  consider  her- 
self a  leader  of  the  people  of  her  dis- 
trict. It  is  her  privilege  to  edit  her  bulle- 
tin board  in  such  a  manner  as  to  tell  peo- 
ple how  and  why  conservation  is  essen- 
tial to  the  success  of  the  allied  armies 
in  the  war.  It  is  the  librarian's  oppor- 
timity  for  serving  the  country.  He  or 
she  can  use  printed  material  as  effectively 
as  our  armies  will  use  bullets,  and 
through  constructive  work  therewith  can 
help  to  build  so  quickly  and  effectively 
■  along  the  trails  of  destruction  that  they 
will  become  highways  of  prt^ess." 

The  library  of  the  University  of  Idaho 
has  been  named  as  the  center  from  which 
the  National  food  administration  will 
keep  in  close  touch  with  its  work  in  that 
State. 

Theresa  J.  Shier  was  detailed  by  the 
State  library  of  Michigan  to  serve  as 
library  publicity  director  under  the  di- 
rection of  George  A,  Prescott,  State  food 
administrator.  Miss  Shier  is  in  commu- 
nication with  228  public  libraries  in 
Michigan.  The  librarians  are  furnish- 
ing bibliographies,  distributing  as  many 
free  food  conservation  and  production 
bulletins  as  can  be  obtained,  posting  no- 
tices on  bulletin  boards  of  material,  call- 
ing attention  to  meatless  and  wheatless 
days  and  to  the  pledge  card  campaigns, 
etc.  Libraries  with  auditoriums  and 
children's  rooms  are  arranging  for  talks 
on  the  necessity  and  method  of  saving. 
In  connection  with  the  schools  and  wom- 
en's organizations  exhibitions  will  be 
given  from  time  to  time  where  possible. 
For  this  purpose  Miss  Shier  is  soliciting 
the  aid  of  the  drawing  teachers  of  Mich- 
igan to  furnish  food  posters,  the  work  of 
the  ciiildren  in  all  grades.  In  a  week's 
time  at  Lansing  some  very  interesting 
poster  work  was  done,  proving  to  be  a 
means  of  education  to  the  children  as 
well  as  the  public.  Exhibitions  of  the 
work  of  the  children  in  their  special 
room  in  hbraries  will  be  given. 
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The  Library  in  the  Model  City  Charter 

The  committee  of  librarians,  appointed 
by  the  president  of  the  A.  L.  A.  at  the 
request  of  the  National  Municipal 
League,  submitted  the  following  report 
at  the  meeting  in  Denver  of  the  N.  M.  L. : 

Education  is  a  matter  of  state  rather 
than  merely  local  concern,  and,  there- 
fore, so  far  as  possible,  the  state  should 
provide  by  general  laws  for  the  educa- 
tion of  all  the  people  of  the  state;  and, 
furthermore,  the  public  library  should 
everywhere  be  regarded  as  a  most  im- 
portant part  of  the  educational  machinery 
of  the  state. 

Where  there  is  no  suitable  state  law 
providing  for  the  organization  and  ad- 
ministration of  a  public  library,  it  is 
appropriate  for  the  city  itself  to  provide 
for  such  organization  and  maintenance 
under  general  home  rule  provisions,  by 
including  in  the  city  charter  such  library 
provision.  It  is  for  such  cities  especially, 
therefore,  that  the  following  draft  it  sub- 
mitted : 

Draft  of  the  Library  Section  of  the 
Fropoied  Model  City  Charter 

Section  1.  The  City  Commission  (or  the 
Uayor  ftnd  Common  Council)  shall  have 
power  to  establish  a  public  library  and  shall 
appoint  a  board  of  five  persons  (to  which 
board  women  shall  be  eligible)  to  administer 
the  public  library  so  established,  or  to  ad- 


shall  serve,  without  compensation,  for  a 
term  of  five  years,  one  retiring  each  year, 
after  having  determined  by  lot  on  first  ap- 
pointment which  shall  serve  for  one,  two, 
three,  four,  and  five  years  respectively.  A 
member  of  this  board  may  be  removed  by 
the  City  Commission  for  neglect  of  duty 
or  conduct  detrimental  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  library  after  charges  have  been  pre- 
ferred in  writing  and  the  member  has  been 
given  the  opportunity  of  defense.  Vacancies 
for  the  unexpired  term  of  any  member  shall 
be  filled  by  the  City  Commission. 

Section  2.    This  Board  shall  be  known  as 
the    Board  of  Library   Commissioners   (or 

directors  or  trustees)  of  the  city  of 

The  board  shall  have  the  powers  of  a  public 
corporation  and  shall  have  full  control  over 
the  maintenance  and  operation  of  the  public 

library  of  the  city  of within 

the  limitations  of  this  charter  and  the  gen- 
eral laws  of  the  state.  It  shall  adoi>t  rules, 
stating  the  general  terms  on  which  the 
library  may  be  used  by  the  public,  and  shall 
have  power  to  enforce  the  same.    The  board 


may  receive  gifts  and  bequests,  acquire  and 
transfer  property,  real  and  personal,  act  as 
trustee  for  the  same,  sue  and  be  sued.  It 
shall  manage  all  libraries  owned  by  the 
city  and  may  contract  with  other  public 
bodies,  within  and  without  the  city,  to  ren- 
der library  service 

Section  3,  Annually  in  the  levying  of 
taxes  for  municipal  purposes  the  City  Com- 
mission shall  levy  not  less  than milli 

on  each  dollar  of  the  assessed  valuation  of 
the  city,  for  the  support  and  development 
of  the  public  library. 

Section  4.  All  moneys  collected  for  the 
use  of  the  library,  whether  by  taxation  or 
otherwise,  shall  be  in  the  custody  of  the 
city  treasurer  and  shall  be  paid  out  by  him 
on  vouchers  duly  attested  by  the  board  and 
audited  by  the  proper  city  authorities. 

In  the  case  of  a  gift  offered  to  the  library 
on  conditions  involving  the  performance  of 
certain  acts  annually,  the  board  shall  refer 
to  the  City  Commission  the  matter  of  such 
^ifts  and  Its  conditions,  which  shall  be  c — 
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point  and  promote  all  employees  of 
library  for  merit  only,  and  the  board  shall 
adopt  and  use  such  measures  as  will  in  its 
best  judgment  conduce  to  this  end.  It  shall 
have  full  power  to  dismiss  any  employees 
for  stated  cause,  after  such  employee  has 
been  given  the  opportunity  of  a  hearing. 

Section  6.  The  library  board  shall  submit 
to  the  City  Commission  an  annual  report  of 
its  work  in  detail,  together  with  its  receipts 
and  expenditures,  within  thirty  (30)  days 
after  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Samuel  H.  Rahck, 
Librarian  Grand  Rapids  (Michigan)  public 
library,  chairman. 

J.  C.  Daka, 
Librarian,  Free  pnblic  library,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Drew  B.  Hall, 
Librarian,  Public  library,  Somerville,  Masa. 

Hauison  W.  CaAVEK, 
Director   of   libraries.    United   Engineerinc 
Societies.  New  York  Gty. 


N.  E.  A.  1918 
The  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Na- 
tional education  association  will  be  held 
in  Kttsburgh,  Pa,,  probably  the  first  week 
in  July.  The  headquarters  of  the  associa- 
tion have  been  moved  to  Washington 
City,  D.  C,  1400  Massachusetts  avenue. 
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The  BritiBh  Lit»«ry  Association 

A  meeting  of  the  Library  Association 
(British)  was  set  for  October  3  to  5  to 
be  held  at  Caxton  Hall,  Westminster. 
The  program  in  general  dealt  with  the 
relation  of  the  library  to  the  other  inter- 
ests of  the  community. 

At  the  opening  session  the  relation  of 
libraries  to  education  was  presented  by 
L.  Stanley  Jast.  deputy  chief  librarian, 
Manchester  public  libraries.  His  theme 
was  developed  from  the  formula  of  the 
library,  "Self -development  m  an  atmos- 
phere of  freedom"  contrasted  with  that 
of  the  school,  "Training  in  an  atmosphere 
of  restraint  or  discipline."  Organized 
education  ceases  where  the  educational 
machinery  terminates.  The  library  con- 
tinues as  an  educational  force  of  na- 
tional importance  in  its  contacts  with  the 
whole  social,  political  and  intellectual  life 
of  the  community.  The'  recognition  of 
the  library  carries  with  it  the  provision 
of  adequate  financial  resources,  which  is 
impossible  under  the  present  limitation 
on  the  library  rate. 

The  afternoon  session  was  concerned 
with  work  for  children  presented  by  Mr 
John  Ballinger,  M.  A.,  librarian  of  the 
National  library  of  Wales. 

The  creation  in  the  child  of  intellectual 
interests,  which  is  furthered  by  a  love  of 
books  is  an  urgent  national  need.  Li- 
brary work  with  children  ought  to  be  the 
basis  of  all  other  library  work.  AH  pub- 
lic libraries  should  have  provision  where 
children  may  read  in  attractive  surround- 
ings with  the  sympathetic  and  tactful 
help  of  trained  children's  librarians. 

Commercial  libraries  formed  the 
theme  of  the  discussion  on  Thursday 
morning.  S.  A.  Pitt,  chief  librarian  of 
the  Glasgow  public  libraries;  Bailie  Ar- 
chibald Campbell,  convener  of  the  Glas- 
gow libraries  conamittee,  and  Alderman 
T.  C.  Abbott  of  the  Manchester  commit- 
tee were  scheduled  to  contribute. 

The  basis  of  the  discussion  was  the 
statement  that  commercial  libraries 
should  be  established  in  all  the  great 
trade  centers  of  the  kingdom  as  a  part 
of  the  municipal  library  system,  where 
business  men  may  obtain  reliable  com- 
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mercial  information  by  means  of  the  col-  - 
lection  and  arrangement  for  rapid  con- 
sultation of  all  Govemnjent  and  other 
publications  relating  to  commerce.  Qose 
connection  should  be  made  between  the 
local  Boards  of  Trades,  which  should 
further  the  work  of  these  libraries  in  ev- 
ery possible  way.  In  the  smaller  towns 
commercial  collections  should  be  formed 
and  a  system  devised  by  which  the  small- 
er libraries  may  be  helped  by  the  loan  of 
material  in  the  towns. 

The  theme  for  the  afternoon  session 
was  Technical  libraries  presented  by  E. 
W.  Hulme,  B.  A.,  librarian  of  the  Patent 
Office  library,  and  Mr  Walter  Powell, 
chief  librarian  of  the  Birmingham  pub- 
lic library. 

Technical  libraries  are  as  essential  to 
technical  education  and  to  manufacture 
as  the  laboratory  or  the  work  shop.  Dis- 
covery and  invention  are  stimulated  by 
books.  Important  manufacturing  towns 
should  be  served  with  a  special  organiza- 
tion, including  a  trained  librarian  pos- 
sessing also  a  sufficient  technical  knowl- 
edge to  enable  him  to  act  as  a  meditun 
of  information  to  inquirers. 

Municipal  reference  libraries  followed 
presented  by  H.  Keatley  Moore,  chair- 
man of  the  Croydon  libraries  committee. 

Collection  of  books  and  other  printed 
manuscript  matter  bearing  upon  all  ques- 
tions of  local  government  should  be  es- 
tablished in  connection  with  alt  munic- 
ipalities and  the  management  of  such  col- 
lections should  be  placed  under  the  li- 
brary committee  and  put  in  chaise  of  a 
trained  librarian. 

On  Friday  afternoon,  Dr  E.  A.  Baker 
discussed  the  education  and  training  of 
librarians  in  which  he  held  that  a  sys- 
tem of  library  schools  for  the  British 
Isles  should  be  established  as  early  as 
possible  under  the  control  of  the  Library 
Association. 

The  names  of  many  distinguished  per- 
sons were  listed  on  the  program  to  speak 
to  the  association.  Among  them.  The  Rt. 
Hon,  C.  Addison,  M.  P.,  Minister  of  Re- 
construction; The  Rt.  Hon.  Viscount 
Bryce.  The  mayors  and  other  principal 
magistrates  of  the  neighborhood  were 
expected  to  be  present. 
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Meeting  of  the  Pacific  Northwest 

Library  Association 

Portland,  September  3-4,  1917 

The  meeting  was  the  largest  and  most 
enthusiastic  ever  held  by  this  associa- 
tion. There  was  an  attendance  from  all 
of  the  states  included  in  its  membership 
—  Washington,  Oregon,  Idaho,  Mon- 
tana, and  from  British  Columbia,  The 
meetings  were  inspiring  and  there  was 
great  enthusiasm  manifested  for  the 
work  of  the  association  which  contrib- 
utes to  the  welfare  of  the  small  libraries 
throughout  the  year,  and  toward  the  pos- 
sibilities of  war  service  through  libraries. 

The  association  decided  to  make  per- 
manent and  official  the  work  of  the  Sub- 
scription Book  committee  which  has 
been  so  important  during  the  past  year, 
giving  all  libraries  immediate  notice  in 
regard  to  subscription  books  which  are 
being  sold  throughout  the  state,  with  re- 
views of  them  and  su^estions  in  regard 
to  action  by  schools  and  libraries  in  the 
matter  of  the  purchase  of  any  particular 
book.  The  work  of  the  School-Library 
committee  was  also  commended,  and  as 
a  result  of  one  of  the  meetings,  outlines 
for  instruction  in  the  use  of  books  from 
the  elementary  schools  through  college, 
were  made  available.  An  excellent  pa- 
per on  Pacific  Northwest  bibliography 
by  Charles  W.  Smith  of  the  University 
of  Washington  led  to  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  issue  bibliographical 
notes  on  the  literature  of  the  Northwest. 
The  Publicity  committee  had,  as  usual,  a 
most  interesting  and  valuable  report  to 
make,  and  plans  were  laid  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  work  of  this  committee,  es- 
pecially for  urging  upon  the  American 
library  association  a  plan  for  general 
publicity  work  for  all  libraries.  The  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Extension  of 
library  service  in  Alaska  was  so  inter- 
esting that  it  will  be  reprinted  at  an  early 
date.  It  was  found  that  there  are  many 
people  in  Alaska  much  interested  in  the 
establishment  of  a  territorial  library  and 
traveling  library  service.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  library  finance  is  the  most 
pressing  library  problem  of  the  day,  a 
committee  of  five  trustees  was  provided 
for  the  special  purpose  of  considering 


public  library  finance.  It  was  decided 
that  the  association  would  issue  a  bulletin 
in  place  of  the  mimeographed  letters 
which  have  been  sent  out  throughout 
the  territory  which  it  serves,  and  that 
this  bulletin  should  have  space  devoted 
to  the  work  of  the  different  committees. 

Seattle  was  chosen  as  the  meeting 
place  for  1918,  and  for  1919,  Briti^ 
Columbia,  inviting  the  Library  associa- 
tion of  California  to  join. 

Officers  were  elected  as  follows :  John 

B.  Kaiser, '  librarian,  Tacoma  public  li- 
brary, president;  Miss  Sabra  L.  Nason, 
Hbrarian,  Umatilla  County  library,  Pen- 
dleton, first  vice-president;  Miss  Helen 
G.  Stewart,  librarian.  Public  library, 
Victoria,  B.  C,  second  vice-president; 
Miss  Elizabeth  Purrington,  Portland 
public  library,  secretary;  Charles  Comp- 
ton,  Seattle  public  library,  treasurer. 

The  special  feature  of  the  meeting, 
from  an  intellectual  standpoint,  was  the 
paper  on  "The  poetry  of  the  war,"  by 
John  Ridington,  acting  librarian  of  the 
University  of  Columbia,  Vancouver,  B. 

C.  It  is  hoped  that  Mr  Ridington  will 
be  able  to  give  this  talk  in  different  libra- 
ries during  the  coming  winter.  The  talk 
by  Mrs  Kidder  on  "Libraries  and  inspi- 
ration" will  long  be  remembered  by  all 
who  were  priviledged  to  hear  her.  An- 
other talk  which  was  very  inspiring  to 
the  librarians  who  have  the  missionary 
spirit  was  that  on  "Books  in  the  coun- 
try" by  Mrs  C  M  Stites,  traveling  library 
librarian,  of  Mulloy,  Oregon.  The  sec- 
tion at  Reed  college  was  specially  pleas- 
ant as  there  was,  in  addition  to  an  ex- 
cellent meeting  on  libraries  and  schools, 
a  pleasant  luncheon  hour  with  greetings 
from  our  neighbors  in  British  Columbia 
and  Hawaii.  The  dinner  at  the  Univer- 
sity club  was  made  memorable  by  the 
talk  given  by  Miss  Helen  G.  Stewart, 
libranan  of  the  Public  library,  Victoria, 
B,  C.  Miss  Stewart  was  for  a  year  in 
France  doing  work  in  canteens.  Her 
story  of  the  war  and  her  personal  experi- 
ences in  the  war  region  will  never  be  for- 
gotten. It  was  a  most  dramatic  and  mov- 
ing account  of  service  rendered  our  al- 
lies. 

Cornelia  Marvin, 
Ex-President. 
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Cwi«d»— The  British  Columbia  library 
association  held  its  fourth  annual  meet- 
ing in  the  Provincial  Library,  Victoria, 
September  18.  The  retiring  president 
E.  O.  S.  Scholefield  emphasized  the  word 
"service"  in  the  daily  work  of  librarians. 
He  urged  every  member  of  the  associa- 
tion to  join  an  organization  to  do  some 
particular  class  of  work. 

Miss  Helen  Stewart,  librarian  of  the 
Victoria  public  library,  suggested  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  with  a  view  to 
establishing  libraries  and  reading  rooms 
for  the  Provincial  military  camps.  A 
committee  of  which  Herbert  Killam  of 
the  IVovincial  library,  as  chairman,  with 
power  to  add  to  the  committee,  was  ap- 
pointed to  act  in  the  matter.  Another 
resolution  provided  for  a  committee  com- 
posed of  Miss  Helen  Stewart,  Judge 
Howlay,  John  Hosie,  E.  O.  S.  Schole- 
field and  R.  W.  Douglas  to  report  upon 
the  need  of  improved  library  legislation 
with  a  view  to  permitting  library  exten- 
sion work  in  the  province. 

At  present,  there  exists  no  machinery 
under  which  a  municipality  can  organize 
on  a  proper  basis  for  library  work.  This 
committee  appointed  will  bring  the  mat- 
ter before  the  next  legislature.  A  reso- 
lution by  Mr  Killam  was  adopted  pro- 
viding that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
ascertain  existing  library  resources  on 
conservation  and  to  gather  future  ma- 
terial for  the  use  of  institutions  and  the 
general  public.  He  pointed  out  that  the 
co-ordination  of  existing  printed  ma- 
terial on  a  variety  of  subjects  would  pre- 
vent duplication,  make  the  material  of 
more  use,  answer  correctly  questions 
upon  difTerent  points  raised  and  would  be 
of  immense  practical  value. 

A  committee  was  also  'appointed  on 
book  service  for  special  needs  of  hos- 
pitals, prisons,  etc. 

Officers  elected  as  follows: 

Honorary  President,  Hon.  J.  W.  deB. 
Farris,  K.  C, ;  President,  Helen  Stewart, 
Gty  librarian,  Victoria;  vice-president, 
R.  W.  Douglas,  City  librarian,  Vancou- 
ver; secretary.  Miss  Wolfender,  Provin- 
cial library;  treasurer,  Maiy  Stewart, 
Victoria  public  library. 


CUcago— At  the  r^ular  monthly  meet- 
ing of  the  Chicago  library  club,  held  at 
the  Public  library,  the  club  voted  to  give 
$200  to  the  Henry  E.  Legler  Ambulance 
fund.  This  latter  is  to  be  raised  by  vol- 
untary subscriptions  in  the  city  for  an 
ambulance  to  be  sent  to  Italy,  There  was 
an  addition  of  52  new  members  to  the 
club. 

The  program  for  the  evening  was  ar- 
ranged in  a  series  of  round  tables  where 
technical  library  questions  were  dis- 
cussed. There  was  a  good  attendance  at 
all  of  them  and  much  animated  discus- 
sion. The  administration  section  was  in 
charge  Of  Dr  E.  D.  Burton;  cataloging, 
J.  M.  C.  Hanson ;  reference,  E.  D.  Twee- 
dell  ;  special  libraries,  Mary  B.  Day ;  chil- 
dren's work,  Adah  Whitcomb;  junior  as- 
sistants, J.  F.  Phelan.  After  the  pro- 
grams the  different  sections  gathered  in 
the  rotunda,  where  a  social  hour  and 
light  refreshments  were  enjoyed. 

Janet  M.  Green. 

Indians— The  twenty-Sixth  annual 
meeting  of  the  Indiana  library  associa- 
tion opened  in  Fort  Wayne,  Wednesday 
afternoon,  October  17,  1917,  in  the  as- 
sembly room  of  the  Fort  Wayne  public 
library  with  130  members  attending.  The 
address  of  welcome  was  made  by  Mr 
W.  H.  Shambaugh,  the  treasurer  of  the 
Fort  Wayne  school  board. 

The  president.  Miss  Snipes  of  Plain- 
field,  followed  with  her  address  in  which 
she  told  something  of  the  work  of  the 
Indiana  library  association  in  the  past. 
The  association  was  born  of  a  deeply 
felt  need  in  1891  and  has  promoted  the 
continual  growth,  advancement  and  im- 
provement of  library  conditions  ever 
since,  numbering  among  its  projects  the 
creation  of  the  Public  library  commis- 
sion, the  plan  for  dividing  the  state  into 
districts,  the  appointment  of  committees 
to  investigate  the  salaries,  qualification 
and  certification  of  librarians  throu^- 
out  the  state,  the  appointment  of  the  Li- 
brary War  Council  of  Indiana.  Miss 
Snipes  felt  that  while  the  association 
had  come  together  with  the  same  feeling 
of  fellowship  and  with  the  same  high 
ideals,  there  was  a  more  serious  purpose 
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behind  them  for  the  influence  of  the  li- 
brary in  this  new  capacity  for  war  serv- 
ice cannot  be  overestimated.  The  presi- 
dent advocated  a  systematic  membership 
campaign.  She  thought  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  every  library  in  the  state  to  join 
as  an  institution  as  well  as  individually 
in  order  that  the  association  might  re- 
flect the  spirit  of  the  librarians  and  of 
the  times. 

R.  R.  Bowker,  editor  of  Library  Jour- 
nal, then  gave  a  most  delightful  talk  be- 
fore the  association  on  "Library  and  lit- 
erary folk  of  the  past  generation."  He 
gave  a  series  of  delightful  reminiscences, 
full  of  pathos  and  humor,  of  people 
prominent  in  literary  and  library  circles 
of  the  past.  He  carried  his  listeners 
with  him  to  the  first  meeting  of  libra- 
rians held  in  1853  which  was  the  fore- 
runner of  the  American  library  associa- 
tion, although  the  latter  was  not  organ- 
ized until  1876.  The  first  A.  L.  A.  meet- 
ing was  attended  by  one  hundred  men 
and  three  ladies,  who  were  so  timid  that 
they  made  Dr  Poole  their  spokesman 
and  he  continued  in  this  capacity  for 
some  time.  Mr  Bowker  told  of  the  plan 
of  Melvil  Dewey  in  1886  to  organize  a 
library  school  to  which  women  might  be 
admitted,  which  so  startled  the  trustees 
that  the  school  was  not  opened  until 
January,  1887.  The  first  class  included 
Miss  Mary  W.  Plummer.  He  brought 
Charles  A.  Cutter  before  his  audience 
not  only  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
learned  librarians  of  the  times,  but  as 
the  best  dancer  and  the  most  talented 
amateur  actor  in  the  American  library 
association.  Mr  Bowker  paid  a  tribute 
to  the  women  pioneers  of  the  library 
profession,  among  them  Mrs  Minerva 
Sanders,  known  to  all  as  "Mawtucket  of 
Pawtucket,"  who  started  two  great 
movements,  the  incorporation  of  separ- 
ate children's  rooms  in  libraries,  and 
open  shelves. 

In  a  business  meeting  which  was  held 
at  the  close  of  Mr  Bowker's  address, 
Mr  Bailey,  of  Gary,  gave  a  report  of 
the  work  of  the  Indiana  Library  War 
Council.  Although,  at  the  time,  Mr 
Bailey  had  only  heard  from  85  of  the 
160  towns  in  the  state,  he  felt  that  he 


could  safely  promise  more  than  $45,000 
toward  the  $1,000,000  book  fund.  Of 
the  85  towns  reporting  52  had  made  or 
exceeded  their  quota. 

The  second  session  of  the  assodation 
was  held  in  the  ball  room  of  the  Hotel 
Anthony.  Mr,  Sanborn  of  the  Indiana 
public  library  commission  began  the  pro- 
gram with  a  very  inspiring  and  stimulat- 
ing talk  on  library  war  service  and  was 
followed  by  Mr  V.  S.  Yarros,  of  HuU 
House,  Chicago,  who  presented  an  in- 
tensely interesting  and  lucid  explanation 
of  the  present  situation  in  Russia  under 
the  title  "Revolution  and  evolution  in 
Russia."  Mr  Yarros  described  the  typ- 
ical qualities  of  the  Russian  classes  and 
traced  their  development  through  the 
ages. 

The  round  tables  were  held  Thursday 
morning,  October  18.  The  small  libra- 
ries round  table  was  presided  over  by 
Miss  Snipes  of  Plainfield.  Mrs  Qodia 
Scott,  of  Worthington,  gave  an  interest- 
ing talk  on  the  "Library  assembly  room 
as  a  social  centre,"  and  Miss  Joanna 
O'Connell,  of  Winamac,  gave  some  valu- 
able "Methods  of  securing  library  co- 
operation outside  the  .schools." 

Under  the  leadership  of  Miss  Tor- 
rance of  the  Muncie  public  library  in  the 
College  and  Reference  round  table.  Miss 
Leila  Wilcox,  of  Franklin,  discussed 
"The  cooperation  between  college  and 
public  library";  Miss  Sue  Beck,  of 
Crawfordsville,  "The  public  library  in 
the  college  community,"  and  Miss  Flor- 
ence Venn,  of  the  Indiana  state  library, 
"What  the  state  library  can  do  for  both 
types  of  libraries."  Miss  Sturgis,  of 
Fort  Wayne,  told  of  some  new  and  im- 
portant reference  books. 

The  Trustees'  round-table  had  an  able 
leader  in  Mrs  W.  H.  Eichhom,  of  Bluff- 
ton,  and  the  topics  discussed  were  The 
library  board  meeting.  Buying  for  libra- 
ries. The  library  board  and  the  staff. 
Equipment  of  libraries,  The  library  trus- 
tee and  the  community- 

At  II  o'clock  a  general  session  was 
held  and  the  members  of  the  association 
were  fortunate  in  hearing  Charles  E, 
Rush  of  the  Indianapolis  public  library 
discuss  the  ways  and  means  of  reaching 
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business  men.  Mr  Rush  told  of  his  work 
along  this  line  in  Des  Moines  and  was 
able  to  give  a  number  of  practical  sug- 
gestions which  were  the  outgrowth  of 
nis  own  personal  experience. 

The  fourth  session  was  given  over  to 
a  discussion  of  pictures  and  their  use, 
the  use  of  lanterns,  stereoscopes  and 
stereographs.  As  an  interesting  supple- 
ment to  this  session,  there  was  an  ex- 
hibit of  pictures  of  all  descriptions,  con- 
tributed by  a  number  of  libraries 
throughout  the  state. 

The  final  session  of  the  meeting  was 
held  in  the  assembly  room  of  the  library 
at  8  p.  m,,  when  Miss  Lutie  R  Steams, 
of  Wisconsin,  gave  a  most  profitable  and 
entertaining  talk  on  the  "Library's  place 
in  the  ideal  democracy." 

The  ofUcers  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year  are  as  follows :  Miss  Annette  Clark, 
New  Albany,  president;  Mr  Frederick 
G.  Melcher,  Indianapolis,  vice-president; 
Miss  Carrie  Scott,  Indianapolis,  secre- 
tary; Miss  Olive  Brumbau^,  Frankfort, 
treasurer. 

Cerene  Ohr, 

Secretary. 

Kuuu— The  seventeenth  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Kansas  library  association  was 
held  at  Emporia,  October  23-25.  The 
first  session  was  called  to  order  on  Mon- 
day afternoon  when  welcome  was  ex- 
tended by  Pres.  Thomas  W.  Butcher  of 
the  Kansas  State  nonnal  school,  Mrs  W. 
H.  Kerr  of  the  College  of  Emporia,  and 
L.  A.  Lowther,  superintendent  of  edu- 
cation. The  prevailing  note  of  the  ad- 
dresses was  the  recognition  of  the  libra- 
rian as  holding  a  coordinate  rank  among 
educators.  The  members  then  repaired 
to  the  Kellore  library  which  had  thrown 
open  all  its  departments  for  inspection. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Normal 
school,  supper  was  served  in  the  reading 
room  by  the  department  of  home  eco- 
nomics. At  8:15,  following  a  musical 
program  rendered  by  members  of  the 
faculty  of  Ihe  Normal  school,  Dr  Arthur 
E.  Bostwick  of  St.  Louis  delivered  an 
address  on  "Luck  in  the  library."  An 
analysis  of  the  meaning  of  luck,  to  which 
men  from  Napoleon  down  have  attached 
so  much  importance,  discovers  that  it  is 


generally  a  term  to  cover  unconsidered 
causes.  It  remains  for  the  librarian  to 
discover  the  reasons  for  the  customary 
success  of  library  workers  whom  we 
might  be  tempted  to  dismiss  as  merely 
"lucky"  in  their  undertakings. 

Wednesday  morning,  the  association 
met  in  the  chapel  of  the  Collie  of  Em- 
poria for  its  regular  business  session. 
Following  this  was  an  address  by  Dr 
Bostwick  on  "Libraries  and  the  war." 
Important  as  is  the  work  of  supplying 
books  to  the  soldiers,  it  is  secondary  to 
the  duty  of  libraries  to  collect  and  pre- 
serve material  relating  to  the  war.  Es- 
pecially should  everything  in  print  that 
reflects  the  local  feelings  and  activities 
be  preserved,  not  neglecting  matter  be- 
cause it  is  of  a  treasonable  nature.  Miss 
Ada  McCarthy  in  a  talk  on  "Wasteful 
economy"  showed  how  much  is  lost  by 
buying  in  small  quantities  and  at  the 
last  moment.  Mr  Kerr  reported  on  his 
work  at  Camp  Funston,  calling  attention 
to  the  great  demand  for  books  and  the 
wide  range  of  tastes  revealed.  Luncheon 
was  served  in  the  new  dining  hall  by  the 
Domestic  Science  department  of  the  col- 
lege. The  members  were  then  enter- 
tained by  the  Music  department.  Later 
they  were  taken  about  the  city  in  automo- 
biles supplied  by  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. In  the  evening,  after  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  High  School  library,  they  lis- 
tened to  an  address  by  Hon.  Charles  F, 
Scott,  of  lola,  on  "Why  we  are  at  war," 

The  Thursday  morning  session  was 
taken  up  with  business.  Pittsburg  was 
chosen  as  the  meeting  place  for  next 
year.  Julius  Lucht  of  Wichita  was 
elected  president,  and  Truman  R.  Tem- 
ple of  Leavenworth  was  reelected  secre- 
tary. 

T.  R.  P. 

Micbigut— The  annual  meeting  of  the 
Michigan  library  association  was  held  in 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  July  24-26  with  a  large 
attendance.  Nina  K.  Preston  in  her  re- 
port for  the  work  of  the  library  visitor 
showed  that  the  work  of  the  visitor  was 
much  more  effective  and  results  more 
easily  obtained  and  permanent  when  the 
visitor  is  followed  by  an  oi^ntzer. 

Mr  Ranck  offered  the  stiggestion  that 
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the  Teacher's  pension  law  passed  by  the 
1917  Legislature  be  amended  to  include 
librarians.  The  University  of  Michigan 
library  assists  the  extension  work  of  the 
university  for  communities  with  limited 
library  facilities.  Dr  A.  E,  Bostwick  ex- 
plained what  the  A.  L.  A.  war  committee 
is  trying  to  do  in  a  very  inspiring  way. 
The  secretary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  spoke 
of  the  long  preparations  which  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  workers  have  had  for  emergencies 
such  as  the  present  and  urged  the  libra- 
ries not  to  duplicate  their  work  any  more 
than  was  absolutely  necessary. 

An  address  was  made  by  Ex-Govemor 
C.  S.  Osbom  on  a  recent  trip  to  South 
America.  It  was  most  entertaining.  Mr 
Ranck  gave  a  stereopticon  talk  on  county 
libraries.  A  discussion  on  the  standard- 
J  ization  of  library  service  was  held  and 
the  following  subjects  were  discussed: 
Hours  of  service,  vacations,  government 
and  support  of  libraries,  length  of  serv- 
ice and  training,  apprentice  classes,  bud- 
gets, salaries,  etc.  These  talks  were 
based  on  Uie  actual  conditions  existing 
in  Michigan  and  were  most  profitably 
discussed.  The  social  features  were  most 
delightful.  The  absence  of  rush  gave 
everyone  a  chance  to  meet  and  visit. 

Dr  Arthur  E.  Bostwtck  at  the  even- 
ing session  gave  an  address  "Luck  in  the 
library,"  which  defined,  is  that  thing  in 
any  people  which  makes  for  efficiency 
and  adapts  them  to  their  jobs.  His  talk 
was  stimulating  and  worth  while.  A 
round  table  foroook  discussion  was  most 
helpful  and  reminded  everyone  that 
books  are  still  a  part  of  library  work. 

The   following  officers   were   elected: 

President,  F.  L.  D.  Goodrich,  Uni- 
versity library,  Ann  Arbor;  first  vice- 
president,  Alma  Olsen,  Peter  White  li- 
brary, Marquette;  second  vice-president, 
Fanny  Ball,  Central  high  school  library. 
Grand  Rapids;  secretary,  Lucy  L.  Mor- 
gan, Public  library,  Detroit;  treasurer, 
Elizabeth  Pomeroy,  Public  library,  Ar- 
mada. 

Hinnesota  —  The  twenty-fifth  annual 
meeting  of  the  Minnesota  library  asso- 
ciation was  held  at  the  St.  Paul  public 
library,  October  8-10.  The  first  session, 
with  an  attendance  of  130,  opened  with  n. 


dinner  (see  p.  435).  The  second  session 
on  Tuesday  morning  opened  with  a  paper 
by  Harriett  W.  Sewall  of  the  University 
Farm  school  containing  a  reading  list  of 
practical  books  on  agriculture  that  should 
be  found  in  all  public  libraries,  also  some 
that  were  not  {suitable  for  Minnesota 
and  should  not  be  purchased.  She  called 
attention  to  the  bulletin  issued  by  the 
Farm  school  containing  a  reading  list  of 
50  books,  also  to  the  fact  that  state  bul- 
letins are  sent  on  request, 

Dr  Solon  Buck  spoke  of  the  im- 
portance of  preserving  all  records  of  lo- 
cal history  in  connection  with  the  war, 
which  will  be  very  valuable  to  future 
historians.  He  advised  that  the  libraries 
advertise  the  fact  that  these  collections 
are  being  made.  They  should  be  ai^ 
ranged  systematically.  He  gave  the  out- 
line of  the  subjects  file  used  by  the  His- 
torical society. 

Bessie  Scripture,  librarian  of  the  East 
high  school,  Minneapolis,  told  of  the  ef- 
fective work  that  was  being  done  in  the 
high  schools  of  Minnesota  under  trained 
librarians.  The  State  has  prepared  lists 
and  manuals  of  the  school  work  which 
are  available  and  useful  to  small  public 
libraries. 

Miss  Qara  Fanning  of  the  Minneapo- 
lis public  library  said  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
librarians  not  only  to  read  every  book 
possible  on  the  war,  but  make  the  public 
read  them.  War  books  may  be  horrible 
reading,  but  they  should  be  placed  on  the 
open  Selves  to  do  their  share  in  preach- 
ing the  duty  of  America.  A  comprehen- 
sive list  of  the  best  war  books  of  1917 
was  distributed. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  Mr  Sonntag 
from  Fort  Snelling  gave  an  informal  talk 
on  soldiers'  reading.  He  referred  to  the 
change  in  their  lives  saying  that  cut 
off  from  social  intercourse  they  become 
lonely.  The  library  must  be  able  to  di- 
rect their  study  and  reading  and  must 
constitute  a  definite  influence  for  good. 
The  soldier  of  to-day  will  be  the  civilian 
of  tomorrow. 

Henry  N.  Sanborn,  secretary  of  the 
Indiana  public  hbrary  commisssion,  gave 
an  address  on  Librarians  and  the  war. 
He  said  in  part: 
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"The  war  is  giving  librarians  an  op- 
portunih'  of  finding  out  just  where  thqr 
stand.  What  does  the  public  really  think 
of  us?  Are  librarians  leaders  or  follow- 
ers? Can  librarians  ever  be  leaders?  In 
the  sense  of  being  initiators  of  thought 
and  action,  public  libraries  as  institutions 
can  never  be  and  never  should  be  leaders, 
but  a  librarian  must  keep  ahead  of  the 
procession.  He  must  know  what  is  com- 
ing and  be  prepared  to  meet  every  honest 
movement  to  aid  the  economic,  spiritual 
or  social  advance  of  mankind." 

Libraries  should  have  literature  on 
both  sides  of  the  war,  but  at  present  it 
is  wise  to  suppress  literature  of  pro-Ger- 
man nature.  Different  organizations  un- 
dertaking war-work  are  uninformed  as 
to  the  assistance  librarians  can  give.  The 
publicity  gained  by  rendering  service  now 
will  bring  in  new  issues.  Librarians  in 
small  towns  must  remember  that  they 
are  probably  the  only  persons  who  can 
render  the  peculiar  service  of  their  pro- 
fes«on  and  not  neglect  that  service  to 
do  things  other  women  can  do  as  well. 

A  moving  picture  film  showing  the 
working  of  county  libraries  in  California 
was  next  given  and  was  most  interest- 
ing. 

Resolutions  of  appreciation  of  the  of- 
ficers and  hosts  of  the  various  sections 
and  the  courtesies  received  were  unani- 
mously adopted. 

A  very  welcome  visitor  was  Mrs  Helen 
J.  McCaine,  one  of  the  earliest  members 
of  the  Minnesota  library  association. 

Dr  Dawson  Johnson  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

The  Minnesota  library  association  desires 
to  express  the  keen  sorrow  of  its  members 
at  the  death  of  Henry  E.  Legler.  One  of 
the  most  eminent  of  American  librarians, 
one  of  the  most  lovable  of  men,  an  able 
representative  of  western  democracy,  an 
embodiment  of  the  best  literary  culture,  his 
death  is  a  loss  not  only  to  the  city  whose 
librarian  he  was,  but  to  the  profession  to 
which  he  was  devoted  and  to  the  country 
which  he  had  adopted  and  has  served  so 
faithfully  in  so  many  ways. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  and  or- 
dered placed  on  the  minutes  and  the  sec- 
retary instructed  to  forward  a  copy  to 
Mrs  Legler. 

The  following  officers  were  elected : 


President,  Dorothy  Hurlbert,  Hibbii^; 
first  vice-president.  Flora  Carr,  Mankato; 
second  vice-president,  Dr  S,  J.  Buck, 
State  Historical  society;  secretary-treas- 
urer, Ruth  Rosholt,  Minneapolis. 

Belle  M.  Owens, 
Secretary. 

Minnetot*— The  annual  Fall  dinner 
of  the  Twin  City  library  club  was  held 
October  8,  at  St  Paul.  The  occasion 
was  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
Mimiesota  library  association  and  a  spe- 
ciat  effort  was  made  in  the  celebration. 
Dr  M.  L.  Burton,  president  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Minnesota,  made  a  strong  ap- 
peal for  whole  hearted  patriotism.  Mes- 
sages from  the  early  founders  of  the 
association  were  as  follows :  Dr  J.  K. 
Hasmer,  Dr  W.  W.  Folwell,  Mrs  Mar- 
garet Evans  Huntington  and  President 
C.  H.  Cooper. 

Miss  Countryman  gave  the  address 
of  the  evening  "Whence  and  whither  of 
Minnesota  librarianship."  She  reviewed 
the  work  that  had  been  accomplished  in 
the  25  years  of  the  association's  extst- 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for 
the  year:  President,  Miss  Belle  Owens, 
St,  Paul  public  library;  vice- president. 
Miss  Ruth  Rosholt,  Minneapolis  public 
library;  secretary-treasurer.  Miss  Amy 
Cowley,  Minnesota  library  commission. 

HisBonri— The  eighteenth  annual  con- 
ference of  the  Missouri  library  associ- 
ation was  held  in  Jefferson  City,  Octo- 
ber 17-19,  1917.  The  first  session  was 
called  to  order  by  the  president,  Mr 
Ward  H.  Edwards  of  William  Jewell 
college.  Liberty,  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon, and  was  devoted  to  business  re- 
ports. At  its  close,  members  were  taken 
for  an  enjoyable  tour  of  the  city  and  sur- 
rounding hills  by  autos. 

In  the  evening,  the  mayor  of  Jefferson 
City  and  the  president  of  the  Jefferson 
City  library  board  made  brief  addresses, 
welcoming  the  association  to  the  £ity,  Mr 
Blackwelder  of  St.  Louis  responding  for 
the  association.  The  members  then  ad- 
journed to  the  Executive  mansion,  to  be 
guests  at  a  very  pleasant  and  informal 
reception  by  Governor  and  Mrs  Gardner. 
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The  Thursday  morning  session  was  de- 
voted to  a  discussion  of  "Missouri  libra- 
ries and  the  war."  Dr  Bostwick  of  St. 
Louis  read  an  interesting  paper  on  "Li- 
braries and  national  service,"  pointing 
out  that  the  effort  to  provide  books  for 
soldiers,  while  most  strongly  appealing  to 
our  interest  and  enthusiasm,  is  but  one 
of  the  ways  in  which  libraries  may  ren- 
der national  service.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  library,  at  all  times,  to  watch  for  and 
preserve  all  records  in  any  way  relating 
to  local  activities ;  and  this  duty  becomes 
especially  great  during  war  times.  It  is 
not  only  local  newspapers,  but  hand-bills, 
banquet  menus  and  similar  ephemeral 
material  which  furnish  an  index  to  the 
sentiment  and  temper  of  the  community. 
It  is  these  things  which  the  historian 
will  be  seeking  50  or  100  years  hence, 
and  the  library  must  see  that  he  finds 
them  ready  lat  hand.  The  necessity  for 
this  form  of  service  must  not  be  over- 
looked in  the  more  popular  task  of  pro- 
viding books  for  soldiers. 

A  general  discussion  on  war  library 
service  followed. 

Miss  Irene  Blair  of  Sedalia,  Mo.,  de- 
scribed a  method  which  her  library  is 
undertaking,  of  keeping  a  very  foil  rec- 
ord of  all  Sedalia  and  Pettis  County  men 
who  have  entered  the  service.  A  card 
is  sent  to  each  man  to  be  filled  out  and 
returned.  The  data  includes  place  and 
date  of  birth,  marriage,  organization  and 
date  of  enlistment,  etc.,  and  will  be  added 
to  and  kept  up  to  date  as  the  war  goes  on. 
From  a  volunteer  committee  of  local 
residents,  three  persons  are  assigned  to 
each  soldier  or  sailor,  to  write  him  at 
regular  intervals  and  keep  in  touch  with 
his  activities.  At  the  close  of  the  war, 
these  records  will  be  used  as  a  basis  for 
a  book  of  biographical  records  of  Pettis 
County  men  in  the  war. 

The  Thursday  afternoon  session  began 
with  a  program  on  "Library  co-ordina- 
tion for  Missouri,"  arranged  by  Miss 
Wales  of  the  State  library  commission, 
Mr  Gleim,  of  the  Missouri  Council  of 
Defence,  spoke  briefly  on  food  conserva- 
tion. Tax  Commissioner  Roach  outlined 
the  theory  of  assessments,  and  told  how 
the  practice  has  arisen  of  assessing  prop- 


erty below  its  actual  value.  He  described 
the  movement  now  under  way  to  assess 
property  at  its  actual  value.  This  will 
materially  lower  the  tax  rate  of  the  state, 
and  still  have  a  larger  margin  than  here- 
tofore for  libraries  and  educational  pur- 
poses. Miss  Wales  emphasized  the  im- 
portance of  this  subject  to  the  librarians 
of  the  state,  and  pointed  out  that  this  is 
an  opportune  time  to  ui^  action  for 
public  libraries  in  those  communities 
which  offer  ground  at  all  promising. 

There  followed  reports  of  the  work 
and  organization  of  a  number  of  local 
library  clubs,  and  a  discussion  on  co- 
operation among  neighboring  libraries. 

The  second  part  of  the  afternoon's 
program  was  devoted  to  consideration  of 
a  County  library  law  for  Missouri.  A 
letter  from  Purd  B.  Wright  of  Kansas 
City  was  read,  stating  that  it  is  impera- 
tive that  all  Missouri  librarians  give  the 
next  attempt  to  secure  a  county  law 
energetic  support.  Harold  L.  Wheeler 
of  the  School  of  Mines  and  Metallurgy 
at  Rolla  discussed  "Why  a  county  library 
law,"  showing,  from  personal  obser\'a- 
tion,  that  the  people  in  rural  communities 
want  reading  matter,  but  have  no  way 
of  getting  it.  The  county  system  was 
compared  briefly  with  the  local  and  state 
commission  systems,  emphasis  being  laid 
on  the  fact  that  the  proposed  law  does 
not  require  a  library  in  any  community, 
but  merely  provides  an  opportunity 
which  is  lacking  under  the  present  law. 
In  27  South  Central  Missouri,  or 
"Ozark"  counties,  embracing  one-fourth 
the  area  of  the  state,  more  than  90  per 
cent  of  the  population  are  in  communi- 
ties of  less  than  1,000  inhabitants,  their 
only  hope  of  library  service  being  in  the 
county  system.     There  was  general  dis- 


Mr  Shoemaker  gave  an  extremely  in- 
interesting  account  of  "Missouri's  strug- 
gle for  statehood,  1817-1821,"  and  men- 
tioned a  few  ways  in  which  libraries 
could  help  celebrate  the  centennial. 

The  Thursday  evening  session  was  de- 
voted to  an  illustrated  description  by  Mr 
Theodore  Wesley  Koch,  of  the  Library 
of  Congress,  of  his  experiences  in  Lon- 
don, last  winter,  in  his  attempt  to  secure 
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the  release  of  thousands  of  sacks  of  Ger- 
man perodical  mail,  consigned  to  Ameri- 
can libraries,  but  detained  by  the  British 
censors.  An  informal  reception  by  the 
staff  of  the  Jefferson  City  public  library 
followed. 

At  the  last  session,  Friday  morning, 
Mr  Koch  read  a  paper  on  "The  problem 
of  commercial  and  technical  libraries  in 
Great  Britain,"  Under  the  direction  of 
Mr  Cunningham  of  St.  Joseph  there 
was  a  discussion  on  Library  publicity. 
Miss  Alice  R.  Gladdin  of  Carthage  tell- 
ing of  "The  dear  public"  and  methods  of 
reaching  them,  Miss  MacLachlan  of 
Hannibal  outlining  her  methods  of  "Ex- 
tending the  usefulness  of  the  public 
library,"  and  Miss  Blair  of  Sedalia  men- 
tioning the  advantage  of  "Advertising 
the  library  in  the  schools." 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for 
the  ensuing  year:  President,  Mary  E. 
Baker,  University  of  Missouri  library, 
Columbia;  first  vice-president,  Agnes  F, 
Greer,  Public  library,  Kansas  City;  sec- 
ond vice-president,  Mary  L.  Reichert, 
Public  library,  St.  Joseph;  secretary, 
Harold  L.  Wheeler,  School  of  Mines  and 
Metallurgy,  Rolla;  treasurer,  Irving  R, 
Bundy,  State  normal  school,  Kirksville. 
It  was  unanimously  voted  to  accept  the 
invitation  of  the  Kansas  City  public  li- 
brary to  hold  the  1918  meeting  in  Kan- 
sas City. 

Hew  York— The  regular  meeting  of 
New  York  High  School  librarians  asso- 
ciation was  held  Oct.  10  at  Washington 
Irving  high  school. 

Miss  Annie  .  Carroll  Moore  gave  a 
most  interesting  talk  on  the  Patriotism 
list  recently  compiled. 

Elizabeth  B.  McKnight, 

Secretary. 
Ohio — The  twenty-third  annual  con- 
vention of  the  O,  L.  A.  was  held  in  To- 
ledo, October  16-18.  A  number  of  the 
leading  librarians  of  the  state  were  ab- 
sent on  account  of  war  conditions,  but 
the  registration  showed  200  in  attend- 
ance. The  convention  was  opened  with 
a  few  words  of  greeting  by  the  president. 
Miss  Alice  S.  Tyler  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve library  school  and  an  address  of 
welcome  by  Mr  Hirshberg.     In  the  ab- 


sence of  Mr  Wheeler,  the  first  vice-presi- 
dent, who  is  the  librarian  of  the  training 
camp  in  Alabama,  Miss  Steele  of  Lorain 
gave  the  response  for  the  association. 
She  congratulated  Toledo  on  its  unique 
experience  in  sending  forth  a  whole  sys- 
tem of  branch  libraries  at  once,  "Athena- 
like, fully  armed  and  equipped." 

The  president's  address  "Conserving 
national  ideals"  struck  the  keynote  of  the 
convention,  the  call  to  national  service 
and  the  library's  place  in  that  service. 
To  build  on  the  foundation  of  our 
fathers'  the  .larger  structure  and  higher 
ideals  of  service  is  the  task  before  our 
educational  institutions.  The  library 
must  find  its  true  part  in  this  task. 

The  address  of  Victor  S.  Yarros  of 
Hull  House,  Chicago,  on  the  Spirit  and 
Message  of  the  Russian  revolution  was 
of  great  interest.  He  gave  an  illuminat- 
ing account  of  the  causes  leading  up  to 
the  revolution,  most  of  which  he  found 
in  the  nature  of  the  people  themselves 
and  in  their  conditions.  Naturally  a 
peace-loving  people  intensely  individual- 
istic, they  have  lived  under  a  superim- 
posed autocracy,  whose  head  was  the 
Czar  long  looked  upon  as  their  'little 
father."  The  present  revolution  is  a 
phase  of  a  long  stru^le  for  freedom. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  is  the  final  step. 
R.  R.  Bowker,  editor  of  the  Library 
Journal,  gave  the  address  of  the  evening 
on  The  library  spirit,  national  and  in- 
ternational. He  defined  the  library  spir- 
it as  one  of  service  with  a  tendency  in 
modem  times  to  emphasize,  not  the  book, 
but  the  people.  Giving  a  brief  outline  of 
library  history,  he  mentioned  some  sali- 
ent points  in  the  library  work  and  meth- 
ods of  various  countries.  In  1914  a 
great  book  exposition  at  Leipsic  empha- 
sized the  unity  of  the  world.  Noming 
could  be  more  sad  than  the  contrast  in 
reality  of  the  present  day. 

The  first  two  sessions  were  held  in  the 
beautiful  art  museum  of  Toledo  whose 
fine  collections  were  thoroughly  enjoyed 
in  the  intervals  between  sessions.  Di- 
rector G.  W.  Stevens  of  the  museum 
delighted  the  audience  with  a  talk  on 
art  and  the  community  declaring  that 
art  antidated  the  bookish  people  i^  fifty 
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thousand  years.  He  accounted  for  the 
small  knowledge  of  art  by  the  fact  that 
anything  that  is  not  used  can  easily  be 
lost.  Art  was  not  used  for  a  long  pe- 
riod in  America  and  so  it  was  lost.  The 
high  cost  of  stupidity  in  art  is  illustrated 
by  the  millions  of  dollars  lost  in  making 
inartistic  homes ;  by  the  inexpensive  pub- 
lic improvements  which  so  often  have  to 
be  rebuilt  at  enormous  cost.  Through 
the  study  of  art  by  the  children  today, 
there  is  hope  that  the  world  will  find 
again  what  it  has  lost. 

The  business  of  the  convention  occu- 

Kied  the  time  on  Wednesday  morning. 
[r  Antrim  of  Van  Wert  recounted  the 
history  of  the  county  library  law  cam- 
paign, which  was  so  nearly  successful 
and  which  he  said  would  reappear  again 
in  due  time.  A  plea  that  the  members 
should  invest  freely  in  Liberty  Loan 
bonds  was  answered  by  the  association 
showing  its  loyalty  and  voting  to  appro- 
priate from  its  treasury  a  sum  for  the 
purchase  of  a  Liberty  bond,  this  to  be 
turned  over  to  the  A.  L.  A.  as  a  part  of 
the  Ohio  contribution  to  the  million  dol- 
lar fund  for  camp  libraries. 

Miss  Sargent-Smith  reported  on  the 
splendid  cooperation  between  the  Wom- 
en's clubs  and  the  libraries  of  the  state. 
Miss  Frances  Cleveland  of  Mentor  re- 
ported on  the  library  extension  commit- 
tee, giving  an  account  of  the  successful 
meetmgs  in  the  six  districts  of  the  state. 
C.  P.  P.  Vitz  of  Cleveland  presented  a 
paper  on  Ohio  books  for  Ohio  librarians, 
showing  careful  research  and  knowledge 
of  the  books  reviewed.  This  paper  will 
be  published  as  a  valuable  bibliography 
of  Ohio  and  Ohio  writers. 

The  various  library  schools  repre- 
sented had  an  opportunity  for  re-unions 
at  a  luncheon  prepared  and  served  for 
the  members  of  the  O.  L,  A.  by  local 
friends.  An  automobile  ride  in  the  aft- 
ernoon through  the  courtesy  of  the  To- 
ledo Commerce  club  gave  opportunity 
to  visit  the  five  new  branches  of  the 
Toledo  public  library.  The  buildings 
were  much  admired  as  a  monument  to 
the  public  spirit  of  the  city  and  its  ap- 
preciation of  the  library  as  a  necessary 


part  of  municipal  equipment. 

The  address  on  Wednesday  evening 
was  by  Allen  T.  Bums  on  "TTie  library 
education  for  spare  time,"  beginning 
with  the  parody  "Now  abideth  war,  labor 
and  thought,  but  the  greatest  of  these 
is  thought."  Mr  Bums  declared  the 
most  important  event  of  modem  times  is 
the  increase  of  spare  time.  This  has 
been  brought  about  by  the  eight  hour 
law,  by  the  Federal  child  labor  law,  by 
the  nine  hour  law  for  women  and  other 
similar  legislation.  Training  for  the  use 
of  leisure  is  the  next  big  question.  The 
biggest  possibility  for  spare  time  is  read- 
ing and  that  is  the  field  the  library  should 
occupy. 

War  service  of  American  libraries  was 
urged  by  Mr  Brett  of  Oeveland.  An 
interesting  letter  from  B,  E.  Stevenson 
on  the  needs  of  the  soldiers  at  Camp 
Sherman  was  read  by  Mr  Dice.  Mr 
Galbreath,  State  librarian,  offered  the 
help  of  that  institution  in  any  way  pos- 
sible in  securing  and  distributing  books 
for  the  soldiers.  A  report  by  Miss  Coch- 
ran of  the  Geveland  public  library  on 
the  state  institution  libraries  embodied  a 
detailed  account  of  conditions  with  rec- 
ommendation for  better  library  service 
for  the  state  institutions.  The  commit- 
tee on  standardization  of  library  service 
was  not  prepared  to  report  fully,  but  a 
note  was  sent  in  by  the  chairman.  Miss 
Doren,  for  consideration.  Two  out- 
standing features  are :  first,  standardiza- 
tion of  libraries  according  to  income, 
population  served  and  lines  o£  work. 
Second,  standardization  of  library  serv- 
ice as  indicated  by  the  personnel  of  the 
library  stafT  in  respect  to  educational 
qualifications,  technical  training  and  ex- 
perience, salary,  library  hours,  vacation 
privileges,  etc. 

Miss  Comings  of  the  Cleveland  art 
museum  reported  on  the  work  of  the 
traveling  art  club  and  its  plan  of  loaning 
collections  of  pictures.  She  ureed  all 
libraries  that  can  do  so,  to  contrimite  to 
this  work,  which  is  cooperative. 

The  following  officers  were  elected: 
President,  Herbert  S.  Hirshberg  of  To- 
ledo ;    first    vice-president,    Sophie    M. 
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CoUman  of  Cincinnati ;  second  vice- 
president,  Blanche  C.  Roberts,  Colum- 
bas;  third  vice-president,  Mary  P.  Mar- 
tin, Canton ;  secretary,  Louise  A.  Haw- 
ley,  Milan;  treasurer,  Mary  R.  Cochran, 
Cleveland, 

W,  W,  Bishop,  librarian  of  the  Michi- 
gan state  university,  congratulated  the 
association  on  the  interest  shown  by 
each  in  the  work  of  all.  He  said  the 
difference  between  American  libraries 
and  European  is  the  same  as  between  the 
librarian  and  a  business  man.  If  any 
librarian  has  done  anything  particularly 
fine,*  he  wants  to  tell  every  other  libra- 
rian about  it. 

C<^ece  tectioa 

The  recognition  of  the  library  staff  as 
members  of  the  college  faculty  was  pre- 
sented by  A.  S.  Root  of  Oberlin.  An 
interesting  discussion  followed.  It  was 
decided  to  secure  a  place  on  next  year's 
general  program  for  a  paper  on  this 
subject.  It  was  urged  that  the  librarians 
of  Ohio  meet  with  the  Ohio  college  asso- 
ciation at  their  annual  meetings.  Officers 
for  the  ensuing  year  are :  Gertrude  Kel- 
licott,  of  Ohio  State  University,  chair- 
man; Annette  P.  Ward  of  Oberiin,  sec- 
retary. 

Small  library  section  * 

In  the  small  library  section  Miss  Steele 
had  prepared  an  interesting  program. 
The  most  striking  part  of  this  was  the 
story  of  Miss  Long  of  Van  Wert  when 
she  told  of  the  pumpkin  contest  arranged 
for  the  boys  and  girls  at  the  opening  of 
the  children's  rooms  in  the  Brumback 
library.  The  librarian  distributed  seeds 
and  the  pumpkins  grown  from  them 
were  displayed  at  the  Countv  Fair.  Book- 
lets were  distributed  with  pumpkin  dec- 
orations, explaining  the  contest  and  giv- 
ing hints  to  planters  and  a  short  list  of 
books. 

Miss  Miller  of  Massillen  told  of  a 
campaign  for  library  funds  in  that  city, 
which  resulted  in  a  large  sum  for  the 
library. 

The  Trustees'  section  was  presided 
over  by  Mrs  T.  H.  Bushnell  of  East 
QeveUnd  with  an  informal  discussion 
of  the  trustees'  problems. 


Mr  H.  B.  Sobn  of  the  publicity  com- 
mittee, said  that  the  work  assigned  had 
been  largely  merged  in  the  campaign  for 
camp  libraries.  He  thought  that  a  larger 
place  for  the  library  in  public  esteem  had 
been  gained  by  this  than  could  have  been 
gained  by  years  of  ordinary  publicity. 

The  report  of  Mr  Dice,  State  library 
organizer,  showed  a  fine  condition  pre- 
vailing throughout  the  state.  There  were 
77  library  visits  and  51  libraries  organ- 
ized. Effective  cooperation  was  main- 
tained with  the  women's  dubs.  But 
three  Carnegie  libraries  in  Ohio  have 
failed  to  live  up  to  their  contracts.  Six 
district  meetings  were  held  with  a  total 
attendance  of  220.  The  reduction  of 
funds  will  cause  some  retrenchment  but 
the  appropriation  for  the  conduct  of  a 
summer  school  for  two  years  is  an  im- 
portant event.  Mr  Dice  is  library  pub- 
licity director  for  C^io  under  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Defense  and  urges  co- 
operation of  all  libraries  in  the  work. 

The  address  of  the  afternoon  was 
given  by  Annie  C.  Moore  of  New  York 
City.  Miss  Moore  read  with  great  ac- 
ceptance Whitman's  poem,  beginning 
"Rise,  O  days."  To  the  question  should 
childhood  be  kept  out  of  war.  Miss 
Moore  urged  the  right  of  children  to  be 
in  touch  with  all  the  great  things  of  the 
day.  Impressions  children  get  from 
books,  often  come  out  in  their  character 
years  afterward.  The  effect  of  books 
and  surroundings  are  lasting.  It  is, 
therefore,  important  that  the  books  be  of 
the  right  sort  and  the  surroundings  as 
beautiful  as  may  be. 

The  book  symposiimi  closed  the  pro- 
gram. Miss  Louise  Prouty  reviewed 
letters  of  Richard  Watson  Gilder — a  fine 
type  of  American  citizen  with  an  infinite 
capacity  for  woik.  Sophie  CoUman  re- 
viewed Margaret  Sherwood's  Familiar 
ways — delightful  essays  on  humble  ev- 
eryday subjects.  Mrs  J.  S.  Harron 
characterized  Dixon  Scott's  Men  of  let- 
ters as  "adventures  in  criticism,"  his 
delineation  of  character  being  clever  and 
truthful,  but  one-sided.  Lucy  E.  Keeler 
reviewed  M.  Jusserand's  "Americans  of 
the  past  and  present  days,"  bringing  to 
light  many  interesting  incidents  of  Wash- 
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iogton,  Lincoln  and  others  with  a  timely 
bearing  on  the  present  sympathetic  asso- 
ciation with  France. 


Camp  Libraries 
The  following  are  camp  libraries,  the 
changes  made  and  additional  assign- 
ments for  service  at  camp  libraries 
which  have  been  made  subsequent  to 
the  date  of  the  list  in  the  November 
Public  Libraries: 

National  Army  campt 
Camp  Dcvens,  Ayer,  Mass.    Asa  C.  Til- 


_  .      .1,  of  the  N.  Y.  state  library. 

Camp  Taylor,  Louisville,  Ky.  Raymond 
J.  McCoy,  of  the  Cincinnati  public  library. 

Camp  Jackson,  Columbia,  5.  C.  Morrill 
Joaselyn. 

Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  111.  Raymond  L. 
Walkley,  of  the  Minneapolis  public  library. 
James  C.  Barbee,  formerly  of  Chicago  pub- 
lic library. 

Camp  Funston,  Ft.  Riley.  Kans.  W.  H. 
Kerr,  of  the  Kansas  State  Normal  school 
library.  H.  V.  Clayton,  of  the  Kansas  State 
library. 

Camp  Pike,  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Paul  Black- 
welder,  of  the  St.  Louis  public  library.  Eric 
Janssen,  of  the  St.  Louis  public  library. 

Camp  Travis,  San  Antonio,  Tex.  J.  F. 
Marron,  of  the  public  library,  Duquesne,  Fa. 

Camp  Lewis,  American  Lake,  Wash.  Ed- 
ward £.  Ruby,  of  Whitman  college.  Walla 
Walla,  Wash. 

National  Guard  camps 

Camp  Greene,  Charlotte.  N.  C.  F.  L.  D. 
Goodrich,    of   the   University   of   Michigan 

Camp  Wadsworth,  Spartanburg,  S.  C. 
George  B.  Champlin,  assistant  reference  li- 
brarian, N.  Y,  state  library. 

Camp  Logan,  Houston,  Tex.  Malcolm  G. 
Wyer,   of   the    University    of    Nebraska    li- 

Camp  Bowie,  Ft.  Worth,  Tex.  George  F. 
Strong,  of  the  Adelbert  College  library. 
Western  Reserve  University  (formerly  at 
Beauregard) 

Camp  Kearney,  Linda  Vista.  Cal.  J.  H. 
Quire,  of  the  California  state  library. 

Camp  Hancock,  Augusta,  Ga.  Robert  F. 
Bliss,  of  the  Pennsylvania  state  library  com- 


Camp  Wheeler,  Macon,  Ga.  Adam 
Strohm.  of  the  Detroit  public  library.  Fred- 
erick Goodell,  of  the  Stromfelti-Lovely 
Real  Estate  Co..  Detroit. 


Naval  caa^a 

Great     Lakes     Naval     training     station, 

John  F.  Phelan,  of  the  Chicago  public  li- 

Operationa    in    organisation    of    camp    li- 

BuUdings — At  most  of  the  canton- 
ments the  buildings  are  complete.  Sev- 
eral have  been  delayed  by  tfie  inability 
to  secure  materials. 

Equipment — The  shelving  and  furni- 
ture ordered  from  the  Library  Bureau  is 
ready  and  being  shipped.  The  chairs  or- 
dered of  Heywood  are  only  in  part  ready 
and  will  be  shipped  in  installments  as 
manufactured.  There  will  likely  be  some 
delay  in  delivery  of  all  material  owing  to 
the  congestion  of  f rei^L 

Service  —  1  —  Oi^nizers  have  two 
months  resident  service.  This  service  is 
given  by  men  lent  by  their  library  trustees 
— the  camps  meeting  the  expense.  Al- 
ready several  men  of  high  grade  have 
been  secured. 

2 — Permanent  camp  librarian — com- 
pensation in  addition  to  subsistance.  The 
amount  set  at  present  is  $1200. 

3 — A  paid  assistant  also  provided  with 
subsistance. 

A — Some  provision  for  special  service 
by  day  or  hour. 

5 — Soijie  provision  for  expense  of  lo- 
cal volunteers. 

6 — Provision  for  the  care  and  adminis- 
tration of  the  buildings. 

7 — Provision  for  delivery  service 
through  a  Ford  runabout  or  truck.  Uni- 
forms are  being  supplied  for  the  two  per- 
manent men  of  the  staff — ^badges  for  the 
other. 

In  all  these  matters  every  allowance 
has  to  be  multiplied  by  31  to  cover  the 
main  system  and  there  will  be  consider- 
able administrative  expense  at  minor 
points  everywhere. 

Additional  men  are  needed.  There  is  a 
lack  of  sufficient  number  of  availables  for 
camp  librarians  and  assistants.  Sugges- 
tions and  application  of  additional  men 
will  be  welcome. 

Women  are  not  available  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  War  department,  "niey 
are  in  certain  localities,  however,  infor- 
mally permitted  to  do  volunteer  work  in 
connection  with  the  library  where  the 
camp  is  adj*acent  to  a  town,  residents  of 
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the  town  volunteering  are  bein?  utilized. 
Those  desiring  to  proffer  sucn  services 
have  only  to  communicate  with  the  camp 
librarian. 

Books — The  first  purchase  of  books 
was  merely  experimental.  Others  will 
follow  rapidly.  An  unexpected  demand 
has  arisen  for  reference  books  and  a 
wide  range  of  technical  books  and  seri- 
ous reading  generally. 

l^e  txx^  campaign  should  be  resumed 
and  pushed.    This  can  be  most  effectively 
done  through  the  state  and  local  agencies. 
Hexbbst  PmNAH, 
General  Director. 


Interesting  Things  in  Print 

The  August  number  of  (he  Ontario 
Library  Review  contains  a  list  of  1100 
approved  books  for  boys  and  girls. 

The  Boston  Book  Company  has  issued 
a  second  edition  revised  and  enlarged  of 
Twentieth  Century  drama,  En^ish — 
Irish — American — prepared  by  Florence 
Elizabeth  Foshay.    35  cents  net. 

A  recent  book  entitled  "News  Writ- 
ing" has  just  been  issued  (D.  C.  Heath 
&  Co.)  by  Prof  M.  Lyle  Spencer,  who  is 
an  experienced  and  successful  newspa- 
per man  as  well  as  a  college  professor  of 
English.  His  book  deals  wi^  gathering, 
handling  and  writing  news  stories  wim 
definite  and  explicit  directions  for  each 
department. 

The  October  number  of  the  Book  Bul- 
letin, Chicago  public  library,  contains  a 
chronological  index  of  Chicago  wild 
flowers,  recording  no  less  than  439  sep- 
arate specimens.  The  Forestry  class  of 
the  Chicago  Woman's  club  has  kept  in 
the  south  corridor  of  the  fourth  floor  of 
the  Chicago  public  library  throughout  the 
seasons,  a  collection  of  wild  flowers, 
plants  and  shrubs,  which  has  elicited 
much  public  interest  and  appreciation. 

The  public  library  of  Detroit  has  un- 
dertaken the  publication  of  a  little  bul- 
letin Library  Service  to  be  published 
fortnightly  and  distributed  free  to  keep 
the  public  informed  about  the  library. 
It  tells  how  the  people  of  Detroit  can 
help  with  the  War  Service  libraries,  sug- 
gests interesting  books,  and  ^ves  a  di- 


rectory of  branches  and  library  authori- 
ties in  Detroit. 

A  glossary  of  aviation  terms  compiled 
by  Lieutenant  Victor  W.  Page,  U.  S.  A., 
and  Lieutenant  Paul  Montanol,  F.  F.  C, 
has  been  issued  by  the  N.  W.  Henley 
Publishing  Co.  of  New  York.  It  con- 
tains lists  of  aviation  terms  alphabetic- 
ally arranged  with  illustrations  showing 
the  parts  named.  English  and  French 
names  are  given  in  parallel  columns, 
making  the  book  useful  for  both  classes 
of  aviators.     Price  $L 

The  St.  Paul  public  library  has  issued 
on  cream  colored  pocked  sized  slips  lists 
of  books  timely  in  character  and  inter- 
esting to  the  general  public.  Some  of 
the  titles  are — Recent  translations  from 
Russian,  New  verse,  Needle  work.  Con- 
temporary Irish  literature.  Machinery, 
Winter  sports.  Winter  travel.  Photog- 
raphy, Japan,  Books  for  new  citizens, 
W\>od  work.  Dog  stories.  Recent  plays, 
South  America,  Cheerful  stories.  Sea 
stories.  Narratives  of  the  European 
war.  Detective  and  mystery  stories,  Mex- 
ico, Immigration,  Handicraft,  Russia, 
America  seen  by  foreigners. 

It  will  be  welcome  news  to  librarians 
that  there  is  to  be  a  new  edition  of  Gran- 
ger's Index  to  Poetry  and  Recitations. 
There  will  be  a  total  of  463  volumes  in- 
dexed, which  is  an  addition  of  215  vol- 
umes not  contained  in  the  old  edition  and 
there  are  121  out  of  print  items  and  pam- 
phlets omitted  from  the  new  edition. 
The  approximate  nimiber  of  titles  in- 
dexed is  48,500.  The  new  edition  will 
follow  the  general  arrangement  of  the 
original  work. 

The  Woman's  City  Club  Bulletin  is 
published  the  first  of  each  month  by  the 
Woman's  City  club  of  Chicago.  It  con- 
tains a  leading  article  by  representative 
sociologists  or  economists  of  the  city; 
reports  of  the  activity  of  the  various 
committees  of  the  club,  and  a  program 
of  the  club.  It  is  particularly  valuable 
^t  election  time  both  for  advice  concern- 
ing candidates  and  for  information  on 
proposition  ballots.  It  is  free  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Woman's  City  club.  Sub- 
scription to  non-members,  $1  a  year. 
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Library  Schools 
California  atate  library 

The  Library  school  boasts  of  a  war 
bride  in  Mrs  Qara  Murray  Blood,  New 
York  public  library  school,  '13.  On  Oc- 
tober 27,  Miss  Murray  was  married  to 
Lieut.  Charles  Blood,  who  stopped  in 
Sacramento  on  his  way  to  Linda  Vista, 
having  been  transferred  there  from  Fort 
Sill,  Oklahoma.  Mrs  Blood  will  con- 
tinue her  work  as  instructor  and  reviser 
in  the  library  school. 

J.  C,  Whitman,  chief  examiner  of  the 
State  Civil  Service  commission  spoke  to 
the  class  on  the  development  of  civil 
service  and  the  work  of  the  commission 
in  California,  particularly  in  its  connec- 
tion with  the  state  library.  His  talk 
brought  out  the  point  that  whereas  civil 
service  had  been  adopted  to  do  away  with 
the  spoils  system,  its  present  tendency  is 
to  secure  the  most  efficient  worker  for 
the  position. 

liie  work  of  the  fifth  year  of  the 
library  school  is  well  under  way.  One  of 
the  courses  in  which  the  students  are  par- 
ticularly interested  is  the  study  of  Cali- 
fornia conditions,  conducted  by  Miss 
Eudora  Garoutte,  head  of  the  California 
department.  In  this  course,  a  resume 
of  California  history  serves  as  founda- 
tion, with  later  work  on  California  re- 
sources and  geography,  and  a  study  of 
California  writers  as  the  conclusion. 
While  some  of  the  subject  is  covered  by 
lectures,  most  of  it  is  developed  by  stu- 
dent talks,  each  student  being  assigned  a 
specific  topic  or  character  to  look  up  and 
report  upon  in  a  10  or  15  minute  talk 
before  the  class.  From  time  to  time, 
university  professors  and  other  authori- 
ties upon  California  topics  come  to  Sa- 
cramento to  address  the  students  along 
these  lines.  Throughout  the  state  there 
is  a  great  interest  m  local  history  and 
conditions,  and  the  graduates  find  their 
work  in  this  course  of  the  utmost  value 
when  they  go  out  into  actual  service. 
Camepe  library  ichool 

A  reception  was  given  at  the  house  of 
the  Director,  Friday  evening,  November 
26,  by  the  faculty  of  the  sdiool  to  meet 
the  entering  class. 

Miss  Sarah  B.  Askew,  organizer,  New 


Jersey  library  commission,  lectured  be- 
fore the  school,  October  19,  on  the  New 
Jersey  library  commission  and  October 
20  on  "Some  experiences  of  an  organ- 
izer." 

Miss  Annie  Carroll  Moore,  on  October 
27,  lectured  to  the  school  on  the  work  of 
the  children's  department.  New  York 
ptdjlic  library. 

Miss  Ernestine  Rose  spent  October  19 
and  20  in  New  York,  where  she  gave 
two  lectures  before  the  library  suool 
of  the  New  York  public  library  on  "Li- 
brary work  with   foreigners." 

Anna  H.  Anderson,  '14,  has  resigned  aa 
children's  librarian  in  the  Qinton  (Iowa) 
public  library,  to  accept  a  position  in  the 
Seattle  public  library. 

Ruth  L,  Carlisle,  '12,  was  married  in  Sep- 
tember to  Norman  Coy  HilL  Present  ad- 
dress, Indian  Head,  Md. 

Mary  W.  Ecdes,  '17,  has  accepted  a  posi- 
tion in  the  children's  department  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati public  library. 

Gertrude  M.  Edwards,  '13,  has  be«n 
appointed  Kindersarten  director,  Public 
schools,  Billings,  Mont. 

Mary  E.  Fuller,  'IS,  has  been  appointed 
children's  librarian,  in  the  Detroit  public 
library. 

Lura  F.  Heilman,  '13,  is  librarian  of  the 
Wheeler  branch.  Public  Library,  Evans- 
ville,  Ind. 

Annie  M.  Murray,  '10,  has  resigned  her 
position  in  the  New  York  public  library. 
Her  present  address  is  Jefferson  Barracks, 
Mo.  c/o  C.  H.  Murray,  U.  S.  A. 

Mary  Oxley,  '14,  has  resigned  as  child- 
ren's librarian  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  public 
library.  Her  present  address  is  II21  N. 
Broadway,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Carrie  E.  Scott.  '08,  has  resigned  as  state 
or^nizer  of  the  Indiana  public  library  com- 
mission to  become  head  of  the  children's 
department  of  the  Indianapolis  public 
library. 

Dorothea  Thomas,  '09,  has  been  appointed 
librarian  of  the  Farmer's  Loan  and  Trust 
Co.,  New  York  City. 

Marion  A.  Warren,  '17,  was  married  in 
September  to  Philip  D.  Wesson. 

Sasah  C.  N.  BoGt.B, 

Principal. 
Drezel  inatttntc 
The  Library  school  alumnae  associa- 
tion was  among  the  first  to  buy  a  Lib- 
erty Bond — $100,  June  13.  On  account 
of  the  many  patriotic  activities  of  the 
members  of  the  association,  it  was 
voted  to  discontinue  monthly  lunch- 
eons for  the  duration  of  the  war.  The 


Public     Libraries 


443 


annual  business  meeting  was  held  No- 
vember 22. 

Edythe  M.  Bache,  Drexel  "01,  has  been 
a.niiainled  head  of  the  cataloging  depart- 
ment of  the  Free  library  of  Philadelphia. 

Elizabeth  W.  Steptoe,  Drexel  '14,  has 
been  appointed  index  and  catalog  clerk  of 
the  Civilian  personnel  division  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Ordnance,  War  department,  Wash- 
ington. 

Rebecca   N.   Lin^enfelter,  Drexel   '14,  has 
been   appointed   librarian   of   the   Public   li- 
brary,  Ardmore,   Pennsylvania. 
New  York  aUte  libnry 

The  New  York  State  Library  School 
association  has  shown  further  evidence 
of  its  continued  active  interest  in  the 
school  by  appointing  as  alumni  lecturer 
for  the  current  year,  Mr  W.  R.  East- 
man who  b^an  a  course  on  library  build- 
ings  on  October  30. 

The  students  taking  the  library  exten- 
sion course  are  organizing  the  Millerton 
Union  high  school  and  Public  library. 
The  library  has  about  1,500  volumes  and 
offers  an  unusually  good  problem  in  or- 
ganization. Miss  Caroline  Webster  is 
directing  the  work. 

In  spite  of  the  present  difficulties  of 
ocean  travel,  the  school  has  three  stu- 
dents from  across  the  water.  Miss  Elisa 
Jebsen  and  Miss  Julie  Rummelhoff  came 
from  Norway  and  are  taking  full  jimior 
work.  Mr  T.  C.  Tai,  librarian  of  Tsing 
Hua  college,  Peking,  China,  has  been 
given  advanced  standing  and  hopes  to 
complete  the  course  this  year. 

The  usual  opening  reception  for  the 
faculty  and  students  was  held  in  the 
school  rooms  on  September  22.  Mr  and 
Mrs  Walter  entertained  the  students  and 
faculty  on  October  20.  On  October  24 
the  juniors  and  faculty  were  the  guests 
of  the  seniors. 

Cards  have  been  received  announcing 
the  marriage  of  the  following  former 
students. 

Mildred  H.  Beim,  '16-'17,  to  Vernon  War- 
ren Spickard  on  September  15. 

Helen  Fay  Gates,  '13-'14,  to  Capt.  Setb 
Uarshall  Fitchet.  301sl  U.  5.  Field  Artillery, 
on  Novenrber  10. 

Mr  Chalmers  Hadley,  'OS-'Oe.  librarian  of 
the  Denver  public  library,  to  Edna  Florence 
Hendrie,  on  October  29. 

Isabelle  L.  Taylor,  '16-'17,  to  James  Her- 
bert HofTnagle,  lieutenant  of  infantry,  O.  R. 
C,  September  8. 


Hew  York  pnblic  libnrr 

A  recent  faculty  ruling  provides  that 
the  preliminary  work  of  students  who 
lack  library  experience  shall,  beginning 
with  the  school  year  1918-19,  be  done  at 
New  York  under  the  direction  of  the  Li- 
brary school.  Heretofore  it  has  been 
customary  to  accept  two  weeks  of  ap- 
prentice service  in  a  library  convenient 
to  the  student's  home  as  fulfilling  this 
requirement  in  case  such  an  arrangement 
was  requested.  The  introduction  of  an 
instructional  schedule  for  this  period, 
however,  seems  to  render  it  essential  that 
all  members  of  the  incoming  class  obtain 
the  carefully  supervised  preparation 
which  it  makes  possible. 

Recent  lectures  by  visiting  speakers 
include  a  series  of  six  on  the  history  of 
printing  by  Professor  A.  S.  Root,  a  se- 
ries of  eight  on  historic  book-binding  and 
illustrative  processes  by  Mrs  Elizabeth 
Stevens  Forrest,  one  on  the  work  of  a 
library  organizer  by  Miss  Mary  E.  Dow- 
ney and  one  on  library  work  with  for- 
eigners by  Miss  Ernestine  Rose.  Miss 
Effie  L.  Power,  supervisor  of  the  chil- 
dren's department  of  the  Carnegie  libra- 
ry of  Pittsburgh,  has  been  engaged  to 
conduct  a  course  of  10  lectures  in  chil- 
dren's work  and  literature  for  the  reg- 
ular students,  and  a  more  intensive 
course  of  16  lectures  in  the  same  subject 
for  advanced  students.  Miss  Mai^ret 
Jackson  joined  the  Library  School  fac- 
ulty on  November  5. 

The  third  Chinese  student  to  attend  the 
school  is  now  enrolled,  this  being  Thom- 
as Ching-Sen  Hu,  who  is  a  graduate  of 
Boone  university,  Wuchang. 

Ernest  J.  Reece, 

Principal. 
Pratt  inatjtnte 

The  annual  reception  given  by  the 
Graduates'  association  to  the  incoming 
class  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  No- 
vember 1,  with  an  attendance  of  88. 
Graduates  of  23  classes  were  present,  the 
classes  of  '97,  '99,  '05,  '07,  and  '12  alone 
being  unrepresented.  After  the  class  of 
'18,  which  attended  en  bloc,  the  class  of 
'17  had  the  latest  representation,  there 
being  a  reimion  of  11  of  their  members. 
All  voted  the  evening  a  great  success. 
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The  students  were  invited  to  attend  a 
meetine  of  the  foreign  assistants  of  the 
New  York  public  library  at  the  Seward 
Park  branch  on  Friday  evening,  October 
19.  John  Foster  Carr  of  the  Immigrant 
Publication  Society  addressed  the  meet- 
ing. 

The  class  of  '18  has  elected  the  fol- 
lowing officers:  President,  Miss  Marian 
Cutter  of  Brooklyn ;  secretary.  Miss  Ma- 
bel B.  Swerig  of  Madison,  Wisconsin; 
treasurer,  Miss  Carolyn  F.  Ulrich  of 
Brooklyn.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Library 
chapter  of  the  Neighborship  association 
held  on  Friday  afternoon,  November  2, 
Miss  Marguerite  M.  French  of  New 
Hartford,  N.  Y.,  was  elected  president 
The  chapter  is  planning  to  furnish  pe- 
riodicals for  several  of  the  boys'  clubs 
of  the  Greenpoint  settlement. 

The  class  has  been  going  through  Pratt 
Institute  in  groups  on  successive  Mon- 
day evenings.  This  opportunity  of  see- 
ing the  Institute  at  work  has  been  great- 
ly enjoyed  by  the  students  who,  owing 
to  their  isolation,  would  otherwise  have 
very  little  idea  of  what  was  going  on 
across  the  street. 

The  first  of  the  afternoon  talks  by 
visiting  lecturers  occurred  on  October  30. 
It  was  given  by  Dr  A.  S.  Root,  librarian 
of  Oberlin  college,  who  spoke  on  "The 
college  library  and  the  community."  His 
second  lecture,  given  the  following  week, 
was  on  "Courses  in  Bibliography." 

Edwina  F.  Glenn,  '16,  whose  father  is  in 
command  of  Camp  Sherman  at  Chillocothe, 
Ohio,  has  had  charge  of  the  technical  or- 
ganization of  the  library  service  that  the 
Public  library  at  Chitlicothe  is  carrying  on 
for  the  soldiers. 

Mary  L.  Knox,  '16.  has  been  made  an 
assistant  at  the  Long  Island  Historical 
Society  library. 

Elizabeth  M.  Baxter.  '17,  cataloger  at  the 
Public  library,  Waterloo.  Iowa,  has  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  cataloger  and  refer- 
ence assistant  in  the  State  Historical  So- 
ciety library  at  Topetca,  Kansas. 

Margaret  J.  Guerini,  '17,  has  been  made 
an  assistant  m  the  Williamsburgh  branch  of 
the  Brooklyn  public  library. 

Josephine  Adams  Rathbonp. 
Vice-director. 
Riverside,  California 

The  following  students  of  the  River- 
side library  service  school  have  been  em- 


ployed or  appointed  to  positions  as  indi- 
cated: 

Grace  A.  Smith,  '16,  aasistant.  Public 
library,  San  Mateo. 

Laura  G.  Smith,  '17,  librarian,  Bercndo 
Intermediate  school,  Los  Angcleis. 

Ruble  Ley,  '15,  employed  at  Brentaao's 
New  York.  Miss  Ley  during  the  summer 
conducted  the  library  at  Chautauqua. 

Ethel  T.  Collins,  '16-17,  is  employed  by 
the  Indexers  of  Chicago. 

Ruby  May  Avery,  '17,  is  now  assistant 
to  the  librarian  of  the  Gtrus  experiment 
station  of  the  University  of  California,  at 
Riverside. 

The  following  students  have  been 
granted  vocatioi^  credentials  for  tii^ 
school  library  service  In  California  un- 
der the  rules  of  the  State  board  of  edu- 
cation : 

Marguerite  Mogeau,  '17,  San  Bernardino, 
California. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Allen,  recentl;^  graduated 
from  the  University  of  California  and  now 
at  her  home  in  Pasadena. 

Sallie  Catland,  librarian  of  the  Santa  Ana 
high  school  and  junior  college,  now  on  leave 
of  absence  will  make  a  study  of  county 
libraries  in   California. 

Helena  Curtiss  will  return  to  Riverside 
November  12,  to  finish  her  work  this  year 
in  the  school. 

Mrs  Callte  E.  Boyle  of  Chico  has  re- 
turned  to   finish   her   work  at    the    library 

Beatrice  McLean  is  now  employed  by  the 
E.  W.  Reynolds  Co..  Los  Angeles,  as  file 
clerk  and  accountant. 

Mignon  Baker  of  the  Girls'  high  school. 
Riverside,    is   president   of   the   School    li- 
brarians association  of  California. 
Simmons  college 

In  order  to  promote  a  clearer  imder- 
standing  by  all  members  of  the  collie 
faculty  of  the  separate  parts  of  the  in- 
stitution and  their  relation  to  the  whole, 
the  general  faculty  meetings  are  being 
given  to  reports  by  the  different  schools 
and  departments  on  their  purposes, 
methods  and  results.  The  Library 
school  report  was  presented  November 
6,  by  the  director. 

Visits 

October  15.  Boston  Museum  of  fine  arts. 
Boston  public  library,  art  department. 

November     17.       Worcester,     Mass..     li- 

Lecturers 

Dr  Azariah  Root.  The  American  news- 
paper. 

Marriages 

Mildred  Bouv^  '16,  November  9,  to  Ralph 
Thompson    Chamberlain, 
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Madeline  Junkina,  '14-15,  to  P.  R.  Page. 

Positions 

Helen  Clark,  '17,  Faj-mington.  Me.,  Sute 
normal  school  library.     (Temporary). 

Katherine  Kilbourn,  '16-17.  Resisned 
from  University  of  Chicago  library. 

Oliw  Bramhall,  '16-17.  War  department, 
Washington,  D.  C 

Helen  Carleton,  '14.  North  Dakota  li- 
brary commission.  Charge  of  travelling 
libraries. 

Marjorie  Flanders,  '14- IS.  Department 
of   Agriculture   library,    Manitoba,    Canada. 

Margaret  Heimcr,  '16.  State  College,  Pa., 
library,  assistant. 

Edith  Phail,  special  '14-15.  Scovill  Mfg. 
Co.,  Waterbury,  Conn.,  special  library, 
librarian. 

Katherine  Warren,  '14.  Industrial  refer- 
ence library  of  National  conference  board, 
Boston. 

Ethel  Wigmore,  '15-16.  University  of 
Chicago  library,  cataloger. 

SyracOK  nnivervity 

The  practice  work  during  this  year  is 
lo  include  a  variety  of  experience  in  dif- 
ferent types  of  libraries.  Besides  the 
University  library  and  the  main  build- 
ing of  the  Syracuse  public  library,  the 
students  are  being  assigned  to  the  libra- 
ries of  the  Colleges  of  law  and  medicine, 
to  various  department  libraries,  to  the 
branches  of  the  Public  library  and  to  the 
library  at  Solvay,  a  suburb  of  Syracuse. 

A  course  in  the  history  of  English  lit- 
erature especially  adapted  to  the  needs  of 
librarv  school  students  will  be  given  this 
year  by  .\ssociate-professor  Cushman  of 
the  English  department. 

The  senior  class  on  October  8  gave  a 
reception  to  the  freshman  class. 

Sue  Saltsman,  '12,  has  resigned  as  li- 
brarian at  Newark,  N.  Y,,  to  accept  a  po- 
sition in  the  Public  library  at  Oeveland, 
Ohio. 

Hilda  Sandberg,  '17,  takes  the  place  at 
Chatham,  Va.,  formerly  held  by  Mary 
Fox,  who  has  joined  the  staff  of  the  State 
University  library  at  Morgantown,  West 
Virginia. 

I^ila  Domintck,  '16,  has  charge  of  the 
children's  work  in  the  North  Side  branch 
of  the  Syracuse  public  library. 

Vivien  Diefenderfer,  '16,  who  has 
been  in  the  Buffalo  public  library,  has 
been  made  librarian  at  Argo,  Illinois. 

Catherine  M.  Mulford,  'IS,  has  re- 
signed from  the  library  at  Wells  college, 


Aurora,  N.  Y.,  and  her  place  will  be 
taken  by  Pauline  Griffith,  '16,  who  has 
beien  in  the  Buffalo  public  library. 
E.  E.  SpERay, 

Director. 
Weateni  Reserve 
The  course  is  one  year  in  length  and  the 
number  of  students  is  limited.  General 
training  is  given  in  the  elementary  sub- 
jects of  library  economy,  with  public 
library  problems  especially  in  view.  _An 
entrance  examination  is  required;  the  mini- 
mum educational  preparation  is  a  high 
school  course  or  the  equivalent. 

The  campaign  for  the  Camp  Libra- 
ries fund  has  enlisted  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  the  faculty  and  students, 
and  the  school  contributed  $50  as  well 
as  active  work  in  soliciting  funds  in 
conjunction  with  the  Cleveland  War 
Library  committee.  Class  work  was 
suspended  for  the  afternoons  of  one 
week  to  enable  the  students  to  help 
in  the  Cleveland  public  library  during 
the  campaign. 

The  school  has  been  favored  during 
the  month  by  having  as  lecturers  Mr 
R.  R.  Bowker,  editor  of  the  Library 
Journal,  who  delighted  the  students 
with  his  own  personal  knowledge  of 
the  "Early  history  of  the  A.  L.  A."; 
and  Miss  Annie  Carroll  Moore,  super- 
visor of  work  with  children,  New  York 
public  library,  who  spoke  on  the  "Pa- 
triotism" list  prepared  under  her  super- 
vision for  the  New  York  public  library 
and  also  a  talk  (with  lantern  slides)  on 
the  New  York  public  library  system, 

TTie  class  of  1918  has  organized  and 
the  student  government  policy  has  been 
adopted  as  in  the  previous  classes.  The 
following  are  the  class  officers:  Presi- 
dent, Joyce  G.  Bisbee;  vice-president, 
Alma  Schuitz;  secretary -treasurer, 
Emily  R.  Cornell.  Three  members  of 
the  class  of  1917  brought  greetings  and 
helped  in  the  organization.  A  Com- 
mittee on  Red  Cross  work  is  a  part  of 
the  class  organization. 

The  annual  reception  in  honor  of  the 
new  class  was  given  by  the  faculty  on 
the  evening  of  November  7,  with  a 
large  attendance  of  local  alumnae  and 
friends  of  the  school. 
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Recent  placements  of  graduates  are 
as  follows: 

Nora  M.  Clark,  '16,  librarian,  Brooklyn 
branch,  Pul>lic  library,  Qeveland. 

Margaret  CleaveJand,  '17,  librarian.  South 
High  School  branch,  Public  library.  Cleve- 

Mabel  Newhard,  '06,  librarian,  Armour  & 
Co.,  Chicago. 

Helen  M.  Ranaon,  'IS,  assistant,  Uiami 
University    library,    Oxford,   O. 

Hortenae  W.  Stctlcr,  '16,  aasistant,  Public 
library,   Minneapolis. 

Mildred  L.  Thomas,  '17,  assistant.  Wood- 
land branch.  Public  library    Cleveland. 

Helen  M.  Wattcrson,  '10,  librarian.  East 
High  School  branch.  Public  library,  Cleve- 
land. 

Cards  have  been  received  at  the  school 
announcing  the  marriages  of: 

Mahel  Delle  Jones,  '08.  to  Raymond 
O'Brien.  AtlanU.  Ga. 

Mary  S.  Wallis,  '06,  to  William  G.  Mac- 
Tarnaghan,  New  York  City. 

Alice  S.  Tyler, 

Director. 
University  of  Wisconain 
Morning  class  appointments  with  defi- 
nite time  for  afternoon  technical  practice 
work  have  followed  the  customary  sched- 
ule of  the  school,  with  such  variations 
as  experience  and  changing  times  dictate. 
With  new  members  coming  to  the  faculty 
some  of  the  courses  have  been  reorgan- 
ized, while  others  have  met  the  changes 
of  new  text  books.  Collateral  reading  and 
problem  work  are  features  in  connection 
with  many  of  the  courses,  and  class  dis- 
cussions of  reading  and  problems  are 
proving  unusually  spirited  this  year. 

The  course  m  current  events  has 
awakened  much  enthusiasm.  The  course 
was  opened  by  Prof.  W.  G.  Bleyer,  head 
of  the  department  of  Journalism,  with 
a  discussion  of  how  to  read  a  daily  paper, 
how  to  follow  the  news  from  day  to  day, 
and  what  papers  to  read.  On  succeeding 
weeks,  the  new  revenue  bill,  the  selective 
draft.  New  York  city  elections,  and  polit- 
ical parties  in  Europe  have  been  dis- 
cussed by  Mr  C.  B.  Lester  of  the  library 
school  faculty,  Dr  E.  A.  Fitzpatrick  in 
charge  of  the  draft  for  Wisconsin,  Prof 
Ford  H.  MacGregor  and  G.  H.  Stewart 
of  the  department  of  political  science. 
There  is  a  lively  interest  in  the  daily 
papers  and  an  intelligent  discu-ision  of 
the  news  as  an  outgrowth  of  these  lec- 
tures. 


Miss  Jessie  B.  Rittenhouse  was  a  wd- 
come  guest  of  the  school,  Saturday  morn- 
ing, November  3,  She  lectured  on  War 
poetry,  and  later,  while  coffee  was  served, 
conducted  a  very  delightful  informal 
sympositmi  on  various  phases  of  modem 
poetry,  telling  many  interesting  things 
about  the  poets  themselves,  and  repeating 
many  of  their  poems  to  illustrate  her 
points. 

Other  lectures  during  these  opening 
weeks  have  been  given  by  Prof  E,  H. 
Gardner  of  the  school  of  commerce  on 
Effective  business  letters,  and  Charles  E, 
Brown,  chief  of  the  State  Historical  mu- 
seum on  Printing  and  labeling. 

Miss  Merrill,  Mr  Lester  and  Miss 
Hazeltine  represented  the  school  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  State  library  as- 
sociation in  Green  Bay,  and  Mr  Lester 
attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Wis- 
consin State  teachers'  association  in  Mil- 
waukee. On  October  27,  Miss  Hazeltine 
gave  a  tea  in  honor  of  Miss  Welles  and 
Miss  Merrill,  who  joined  the  faculty  at 
the  be^nnlt^  of  the  term. 

Mary  Emogene  Hazeltine, 
Preceptor, 

Ohio— The  Ohio  summer  school  for 
library  students  was  held  at  the  Ohio 
State  University  under  the  direction  of 
the  Ohio  library  commission  for  six 
weeks.  There  was  an  attendance  of  13 
students  representing  all  kinds  of  libra- 
ries. In  addition  to  the  r^;ular  course 
of  library  economy,  a  number  of  promi- 
nent outside  libraries  spoke  to  the  class. 
Outside  instructors  were  Miss  Gertrude 
Stiles  and  Miss  Julia  Merrill.  The 
school  was  under  the  immediate  super- 
vision of  Mr  J.  H.  Dice,  library  organ- 
izer for  Ohio. 


Bulletin  No.  14,  Bureau  of  Education, 
is  full  of  information  that  leads  one  on 
in  the  speculation  of  what  it  means.  It 
is  a  graphic  survey  of  book  publication, 
1890-1915.  Students  in  library  schools 
ought  to  give  this  pamphlet  careful 
reading.  The  general  accepted  idea  of 
the  appeal  of  books  is  not  sustained  by 
the  figures  given. 
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Department  of  School  Libraries 


Three  Forms  of  High-Schocd  Library 

Admiiiistration 
The  lii^-Kbool  Ubraiy  under  tbc  control 

of  the  board  of  education  and  an  integnl 

part  of  the  high  school 

Here  the  entire  expense  of  mainte- 
nance is  home  by  the  board  of  education, 
while  the  librarian  is  appointed  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  faculty  and  usually  has  many 
of  the  powers  of  a  head  of  department. 
With  a  high  standard  of  qualifications 
for  the  librarian,  adequate  appropriations 
for  maintenance,  and  close  codperation 
with  the  public  library,  this  plan  secures 
the  fullest  freedom  for  the  development 
of  the  school  hbrary  according  to  the 
needs  of  each  high  school.  The  prob- 
lems of  the  school  library  have  more  in 
common  with  the  college  library  than 
with  the  public  library,  and  this  plan  ad- 
mits more  easily  of  ^e  adaptation  of  li- 
brary methods  to  the  needs  of  the  school. 
The  success  of  this  type  of  library  de- 
pends upon  the  school  board's  intelligent 
appreciation  of  the  function  of  the  hi^h- 
school  library,  proper  care  in  selectmg 
the  librarian,  and  freedom  given  to  the 
librarian  to  develop  the  library. 

Examples  of  this  type  of  library  are:  The 
23  high-school  libraries  in  New  York  ci^; 
high-school  libraries  of  Albany,  N.  Y.; 
Hartford,  Conn.;  William  Penn  high  school, 
Philadelphia;  Spokane,  Wash.;  Detroit  and 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.;  Los  Angeles,  Cat.; 
Newark  and  East  Orange,  N.  J.;  Newton 
technical  high  school,  Newtonville,  Mass.; 
Hughes  high  school,  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  high 
schools  of  Oakland,  CaL 
The  higli-acfao€)l  library  nndcr  jmnt  control 

of  the  board  of  education  and  the  public 

libniTi  or  as  a  branch  of  the  pnUic  li- 

bniT. 

In  many  cities  and  towns  where  other- 
wise an  up-to-date  high  school  library 
would  be  out  of  the  question  this  plan 
has  proved  of  great  value.  As  a  rule, 
the  lx>ard  of  education  and  public  library 
share  the  expense — room,  light,  heat,  fur- 
niture, and  equipment  being  furnished  by 
the  board  of  education,  and  books, 
periodicals,  binding,  and  supplies  fur- 
nished by  the  public  library.  The  salary 
of  the  librarian  may  be  paid  jointly  t^ 
the  board  of  education  and  the  public  li- 


brary, or  by  either  board  separately. 
Where  the  library  is  under  joint  control, 
the  board  of  education  and  the  puUic 
library  usually  set  up  a  high  standard  of 
qualifications  and  salary  in  order  to  in- 
sure a  librarian  equal  to  the  high-school 
teachers  in  culture  and  training.  When 
it  is  a  regular  branch  of  a  public  library, 
the  librarian  is  a  member  of  the  public- 
library  staff  rather  than  of  the  school 
faculty. 

The  success  or  failure  of  this  plan  de- 
pends so  much  upon  the  librarian  of  the 
public  library  and  his  consideration  of 
special  high-school  needs  that  local  con- 
ditions must  always  determine  its  feasi- 
bility. Where  conditions  are  favor^le, 
it  means  economical  and  efficient  buyii^ 
of  books  and  supplies,  rebinding,  etc. 
Tlie  librarian  of  the  puhlic  library  often 
has  a  larger  vision  of  the  possibilities  of 
the  high-school  library  than  the  school 
authorities  and  can  better  select  the  right 
librarian.  Its  disadvantages  are  that  its 
administration  must  conform  to  that  of 
other  branches  and  there  is  slight  ofmor- 
tunity  to  make  the  changes  that  schotd 
work  often  demands.  Present  pubhc- 
library  salaries  make  it  difficult  to  secure 
the  proper  college  men  and  women.  If 
the  general  public  are  admitted  to  the 
high-school  branch,  there  is  a  distinct 
loss  to  the  students  unless  a  reading  room 
is  provided  that  is  selective  in  its  book 
collection  and  does  not  include  the  "best 
seller"  and  the  mediocre.  If  a  librarian 
must  divide  her  time  between  the  stu- 
dents and  the  general  public,  the  students 
are  likely  to  have  less  of  that  personal 
guidance  which  the  high-school  librarian 
ought  to  give. 

Examples  of  successful  high-school 
branches  of  public  libraries  are  found  in 
ClcTeland,  Ohio;  Passaic.  N.  J.;  Kansas 
City,  Mo.;  Somerville,  Mass.;  Madison, 
Wis.;  Portland,  Ore.;  Tacoma,  Wash.; 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Chicago.  111. 
The  hi^-school  library  with  a  trained  U- 
braiian  Eiviug  part-time  eerrice 

For  the  small  high  school  where 
neither  of  the  above  plans  is  possible  the 
following  suggestions  are  made: 
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That  the  teacher  or  librarian  in  charge 
of  the  school  library  take  a  six-weeks' 
course  in  library  meUiods,  Such  courses 
are  given  in  the  summer  in  almost  every 
state  under  the  auspices  of  the  state  li- 
brary commission,  the  state  library,  state 
university,  or  the  state  normal  sdiools. 
In  Minnesota  a  six-weeks'  course  in  li- 
brary methods  is  required  for  all  school 
librarians.  Teachers  who  have  charge  of 
school  libraries  in  that  state  must  have 
this  training  and  also  be  given  a  light 
teaching  schedule  to  insure  time  for 
proper  care  of  the  library. 

In  states  where  many  of  the  high- 
school  teachers  are  normal-school  gradu- 
ates those  who  have  had  required  courses 
in  library  methods  in  a  normal  school 
should  be  thoroughly  competent  to  con- 
duct the  small  high-school  library  along 
modem  lines.  This  has  meant  better  ad- 
ministration of  high-school  libraries  in 
Kansas.  Many  normal  schools  in  addi- 
tion to  their  regular  courses  give  summer 
training  to  teachers  in  simple  library 
methods.  This  is  done  in  Michigan.  The 
small  rural  high  school  should  be  able  to 
secure  advice  at  any  time  from  the  nor- 
mal-school librarian. 

For  the  small  town  which  can  not  af- 
ford a  trained  librarian  in  its  public  li- 
brary, the  board  of  education  and  the 
public  library  may  combine,  and  a  libra- 
rian be  appointed  to  serve  the  school  li- 
brary a  part  of  the  school  day  and  the 
public  library  certain  hours  of  the  after- 
noon and  evening.  An  example  of  this 
plan  is  to  be  found  in  the  Deerfield- 
Shields  high  school,  Highland  Park,  III. 

Tfae  Ubnrian 
A  librarian  with  knowledge  of  modem 
library  methods  is  essential  in  every  high- 
school  library,  and  present  conditions 
make  that  possible  even  in  many  small 
high  schools.  Books  must  be  carefully 
selected,  grouped  according  to  a  standard 
method  of  classification,  and  together 
with  all  other  library  matefial,  pictures, 
dippings,  pamphlets,  lantem  slides,  etc., 
must  be  so  catalogued,  indexed,  or  listed 
as  to  be  available  at  short  notice.  Proper 
means  of  caring  for  pamphlets  and  clip- 
pings  will  make   available   for   English 


work    some    up-to-date    material     that 
would  otherwise  be  lost. 

Whenever  possible,  the  standard  for 
the  high-school  librarian  should  be  fully 
as  high  as  that  for  teachers  of  English. 
There  should  be  the  same  educational 
qualifications — college  graduation,  etc. — 
and  the  librarian  should  bring  to  the 
work  the  professional  training  guaran- 
teed by  a  full  course  of  one  or  two  years 
in  an  approved  library  school.  This  is 
the  highest  type  of  training  for  librarian- 
ship,  and  graduation  from  such  a  school 
usually  insures  breadth  of  culture,  effi- 
ciency, and  initiative  gained  by  the  com- 
parative study  of  library  methods  in 
schools,  colleges,  and  other  institutions 
besides  the  public  library.  This  compar- 
ative study  and  the  high  standard  of  en- 
trance requirements  for  these  library 
schools  make  their  graduates  especially 
fitted  for  the  administration  of  high- 
school  libraries,  and  distinguish  the  ' 
training  from  that  given  in  the  appren- 
tice course,  or  training  class,  of  a  pub- 
lic library.  Such  public-library  courses 
train  primarily  in  Uie  methods  of  a  sin- 
gle library  and  for  a  lower  grade  of  serv- 
ice— their  entrance  requirements  are 
much  lower  than  a  regular  library  school. 
The  successful  high-school  librarian 
must  be  much  more  than  a  trained  cata- 
loger  and  organizer.  If  she  is  only  this 
the  school  library  will  be  a  failure.  The 
personality  of  the  librarian  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance.  Enthusiasm,  personal 
magnetism,  broad  sympathies,  power  to 
teach  and  inspire  are  as  essential  in  the 
good  school  librarian  as  in  the  good 
teacher.  She  must  be  one  who  under- 
stands boys  and  ^rls  of  high-school  age 
— this  is  quite  a  different  problem  from 
the  work  in  the  children's  libraries.  Li- 
brarians who  have  merely  done  technical 
work,  such  as  cataloging,  as  a  rule  are 
not  fitted  to  undertake  high-school  work. 
There  must  be  maturity,  breadth  of  ctil- 
ture,  and  wide  Interests  to  enable  the  li- 
brarian to  enter  Intelligently  into  the 
work  of  all  departments  and  cooperate 
with  teachers  of  all  subjects. 

From  Report  of  the  committee  on  the 
library  and  Us  equipment,  U.  S.  Bureau 
of  Education  BnUetin.  No.  s.  1917. 
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News  From  the  Field 

Eut 

Word  has  been  received  of  the  mar- 
riage of  Elizabeth  C  Stevens,  Pratt  '98, 
to  William  B.  Forrest.  Mr  and  Mrs 
Forrest  are  living  in  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

Edna  M.  Hull,  B.  L.  S.,  N.  Y.  State, 
'16,  resigned  as  head  cataloger  at  the 
University  of  Washington  library  and 
has  succeeded  Ruth  L.  Brown,  B.  L.  S., 
'16,  as  reference  librarian,  Silas  Bron- 
son  library,  Waterbury,  Conn. 

Ruth  L.  Brown,  B.  L.  S.,  N.  Y.  State, 
'16,  has  resigned  as  reference  librarian 
of  the  Silas  Bronson  library,  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  to  succeed  Rebecca  W.  Wright, 
B.  L.  S.,  '08,  as  secretary  of  the  Vermont 
free  public  library  commission. 

The  Converse  Memorial  library,  Am- 
herst college,  was  dedicated  November 
8.  The  building,  which  cost  $250,000,  is 
the  gift  of  E.  C.  Converse  of  New  York 
city  in  memory  of  his  brother,  J.  B.  Con- 
verse, who  was  graduated  from  Amherst 
in  1867. 

Central  Atlantic 

Catherine  S.  Tracey,  Pratt,  '05,  has 
joined  the  staff  of  the  H,  W.  Wilson 
Company  as  editor  of  the  Cumulative 
Book  Index. 

Bessie  H.  Dexter,  Wisconsin  '11,  has 
been  appointed  children's  librarian.  East 
Liberty  branch,  Carnegie  library  of 
Pittsburgh. 

Kathryn  Sharp,  Wisconsin  '14,  has  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  first  assistant  in 
the  Lawrenceville  branch  of  the  Cam^e 
library  of  Pittsburgh. 

Mrs  Jessamine  Swarlwout  Greenway, 
N.  Y.  State,  ■0e-'O9,  has  joined  the  in- 
dexing force  in  the  office  of  the  Chief 
of  Ordnance,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Louise  Elizabeth  Jones,  New  York 
public  library,  '14-'16,  has  been  made 
fibrarian  of  the  Rivington  Street  branch 
of  the  New  York  public  library. 

Maiy  Frank,  Pratt,  '08,  librarian  of 
the  Rivington  Street  branch,  has  been 
appointed  superintendent  of  traveling 
libraries  in  the  New  York  public  library. 


Katharine  Kendig,  New  York  public 
library,  '16-'17,  has  left  the  Rivington 
Street  branch  of  the  New  York  public 
library  to  accept  a  position  in  the  East 
Orange  (N.  J.)  public  library, 

Mary  Casamajor,  N,  Y.  State,  '01, 
became  librarian  of  the  Bedford  branch 
of  the  Brooklyn  public  library,  Septem- 
ber 1.  Since  1906  she  has  been  libra- 
rian in  charge  of  the  Prospect  branch. 

Guido  Mariotti.  N.  Y.  State,  '16-'17, 
who  has  been  cataloging  temporarily  in 
the  main  library  of  the  U.  S.  department 
of  agriculture,  has  been  transferred  to 
the  library  of  the  Bureau  of  biology. 

Ellen  F.  Chamberlayne,  N.  Y.  State, 
'09-'10,  has  left  the  Public  library  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  she  has  been 
assistant  librarian  since  1912,  to  become 
librarian  of  the  high  school  in  the  same 
city. 

Winnifred  Wennerstrum,  N.  Y.  State, 
'16-'17,  resigned  as  assistant  in  the  New 
York  state  library  to  become  reference 
librarian  of  the  Public  library,  Trenton, 
N.J. 

Isabel  L.  Towner,  N.  Y.  State,  W-'OS. 
resigned  as  head  cataloger  of  the  U.  S. 
bureau  of  education  to  become  librarian 
of  the  Federal  board  for  vocational  edu- 
cation, Washington,  D.  C. 

Perrie  Jones,  New  York  public  library, 
'1S-'16,  has  given  up  her  appointnment 
in  the  technology  division  of  the  New 
York  public  library  to  undertake  work 
in  Paris  for  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  Miss 
Jones  sailed  about  November  1. 

Mrs  Helen  Wark  Grannis,  New  York 
public  library,  '16-'17,  has  resigned  her 
position  at  the  Fort  Washington  branch 
of  the  New  York  public  library  to  be- 
come a  statistical  file-clerk  for  the  Guar- 
anty Trust  Company  of  New  York. 

Mai^ret  A.  McVety,  B.  L.  S.,  N.  Y. 
State,  '09,  resigned  as  chief  of  the  Lend- 
ing department  of  the  Newark,  N.  J., 
Free  public  library  to  succeed  Elisa  M. 
Willard,  "95,  as  reference  librarian,  Car- 
n^e  library  of  Pittsbui^h. 


.,,,.., I  Ly  Google 


450 


Pubii 


Dorothy  Watson,  New  York  public 
library,  '16-'I7,  has  resigned  her  place  in 
the  technology  division  of  the  New  York 
public  library  and  has  joined  the  staff 
of  the  library  of  the  United  Ei^ineering 
Societies,  New  York  City. 

The  annual  report  from  the  Public 
library,  Pottsville,  Pennsylvania,  records 
number  of  books,  on  the  shelves,  11,453; 
circulation,  88,058;  population,  23,000; 
per  capita  circulation,  3.9 ;  registered  bor- 
rowers, 6,914;  receipts,  $4,5^;  expendi- 
tures, $5,397. 

Lucy  Condell,  Drexel,  '04,  who  spent 
the  school  year  1015-16  in  advanced 
work  at  the  Library  school  of  the  New 
York  public  library,  has  left  the  Riving- 
ton  Street  branch  of  the  New  York  pub- 
lic library  to  take  a  position  in  the  Gen- 
eral Traffic  Department  of  the  Erie  Rail- 
road, New  York  Gty. 

Elsie  May  Comew,  Drexel,  '09,  who 
took  advanced  work  at  the  Library 
school  of  the  New  York  public  library  in 
1914-15,  has  given  up  her  position  as 
first  assistant  at  the  Tremont  branch  of 
the  New  York  public  library  to  join  the 
staff  of  the  Newark  free  public  library. 

The  print  division  of  the  New  York 
public  library  has  arranged  an  exhibition 
of  about  170  etchings  by  Rembrandt  se- 
lected from  the  J.  P.  Morgan  collection. 
The  exhibition,  which  is  arranged  chron- 
olo^cally,  is  to  be  changed  afterwards 
to  the  usual  arrangement  by  subject.  The 
chronological  arrangement  serves  best 
for  a  study  of  the  artist's  development. 
The  exhibition  will  be  on  view  until  the 
end  of  March. 

Additional  exhibits  now  on  at  the  li- 
brary arc  recent  additions,  Stuart  Gal- 
lery— J.  Carroll  Beckwith  memorial  ex- 
hibition ;  Mezzotints  from  the  J.  L.  Cad- 
walader  collection — exhibits  illustrating 
the  "Making  of  prints."  Engravi^s  af- 
ter paintings  of  the  "Hudson  River 
School"  exhibited  on  occasion  of  the 
opening  of  the  Catskill  aqueduct  are  also 
displayed. 

The  municipal  and  business  branch  of 
the  Public  library,  Rochester,  New  York, 
was  opened  October  1.    It  is  the  aim  of 


this  branch  to  provide  a  collection  of 
material  helpful  to  all  classes  of  busi- 
ness. It  includes  political  science,  poli- 
tical economy,  banks,  finance,  produc- 
tion, business  law,  commerce,  transporta- 
tion, engineering,  business  methods,  ad- 
vertising. On  the  municipal  side  it  deals 
with  organization,  municipal  finance,  pub- 
lic utilities,  sanitation  and  public  health, 
public  improvement,  education  and  so- 
cial welfare. 

Central 
Ellen    Glasgow,    St.    Louis,    '13,    has 
joined  the  staff  of  the  Mercantile  library 
of  St.  Louis, 

Mabel  Smith,  Wisconsin  '11,  has  re- 
signed as  librarian  of  the  Public  library, 
Salem,  Oregon,  to  accept  a  position  in 
the  Detroit  public  library. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary, Wausau,  Wisconsin,  records  cir- 
culation 78,837v,  number  of  books  on 
the  shelves  11,994. 

The  Board  of  trustees  of  the  Public 
library,  Evanston,  111.,  has  taken  mem-       | 
bership  in  the  Illinois  library  association 
for  the  regular  members  of  the  library 
staff. 

Winifred  B,  Merrill,  Wisconsin  l^s- 
lative  course  '09,  won  the  appointment  of 
Municipal  reference  librarian  in  Milwau- 
kee through  Civil  Service  examination. 

Miss  Nouvart  Tash  Jian,  for  five  years 
a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  St.  Paul,  has  been  granted  leave 
of  absence  for  war  service  in  Washing- 
ton. 

Amy  Allen,  B.  L,  S.,  N.  Y.  State,  '12, 
joined  the  staff  of  the  Cincinnati  public 
library  in  September  as  cataloger  and 
reference  assistant. 

Hilda  M.  Lancefield,  B.  L.  S.,  N.  Y. 
State,  '17,  began  work  October  1  as  as- 
sistant reference  librarian,  Kansas  state 
agricultural  college,  Manhattan. 

Katherine  B.  Harrison,  St.  Louis,  '16, 
recently  assistant  in  the  Sl  Louis  public 
library,  has  become  children's  librarian 
in  the  Public  library.  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa. 
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Amy  Winslow,  B.  L.  S.,  N.  Y.  State, 
'16,  resigned  her  position  with  the  Car- 
negie library  of  Pittsburgh  in  September 
to  become  reference  librarian  at  Iowa 
State  College  library,  Ames. 

Charles  E,  Graves,  N.  Y.  State,  '13, 
has  resigned  his  position  with  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  library  to  become 
librarian  of  the  Minnesota  historical 
society  at  St.  Paul. 

Gertrude  May,  St,  Louis,  '16,  recently 
with  the  staff  of  the  St.  Louis  public 
library,  has  become  librarian  of  the  Pub- 
lic library  of  Winchester,  Illinois. 

Earl  H.  Davis,  N.  Y.  State,  '15-'16, 
municipal  reference  librarian  at  the  St. 
Louis  public  library,  joined  the  medical 
corps  for  engineers  of  the  12th  regiment, 
Missouri,  and  is  now  in  France. 

The  Parlin  library  of  Canton,  Illinois, 
has  received  a  gift  of  $30,000  worth  of 
Liberty  Bonds  as  a  memorial  to  the  late 
W,  H.  Parlin,  Sr.,  by  members  of  his 
family. 

Mrs  Helen  Qarke  Mathews,  Pratt,  "03, 
formerly  reference  assistant  in  the  West- 
em  Reserve  Historical  Society  library 
in  Geveland,  has  accepted  a  position  as 
cataloger  in  the  Hispanic  Society  of 
America. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary, Galesburg,  Illinois,  records  num- 
ber of  books  48,743.  Circulation,  184,- 
000.  Number  of  borrowers,  6,481.  Re- 
ceipts for  the  year,  $12,526.  Disburse- 
ments, $10,251. 

Mary  B.  Nethercut,  Wisconsin  '13, 
formerly  librarian  of  Rockford  college, 
has  been  re-elected  to  her  former  posi- 
tion, beginning  her  duties  with  the  open- 
ing of  the  fall  term. 

Stewart  S.  Williams,  Wisconsin  legis- 
lative course  '15,  resigned  his  position  as 
assistant  in  the  library  of  Nortfiwestem 
university  and  is  now  with  the  Quarter- 
masters' corps  in  France. 

Claire  E.  Shadell,  Wisconsin  '15,  after 
two  years  of  service  as  assistant  in 
charge  of  stations  in  the  Public  library  of 
Davenport,  Iowa,  has  accepted  the  li- 
brarianship  of  the  Public  library  of  Wau- 
kesha, Wisconsin. 
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Florence  E.  Dunton,  Wisconsin  '11, 
has  been  appointed  acting  librarian  of 
the  Eastern  Illinois  state  normal  school 
at  Charleston,  to  serve  during  the  ab- 
sence of  the  librarian.  Miss  Mary  J. 
Booth,  in  France,  where  she  has  gone  for 
war  relief  work. 

Mrs  Eugenia  Marshall  Rainey,  Wis- 
consin '09,  has  been  reappointed  to  a  po- 
sition in  the  St  Louis  public  library.  Mrs 
Rainey  will  continue  in  library  work 
while  her  husband,  Dr  Walter  Rainey  is 
serving  in  a  base  hospital  "somewhere  in 
France," 

Verne  Bowles,  N.  Y.  State,  '14,  who 
spent  the  past  year  as  first  assistant  cata- 
loger m  the  library  of  the  University  of 
Washmgton,  has  gone  to  the  Kansas 
State  normal  school,  Emporia,  as  refer- 
ence librarian. 

Frances  A.  Hannum,  lately  connected 
with  the  Public  library  of  Newark,  New 
Jersey,  has  been  elected  librarian  of  the 
Public  library  of  Racine,  Wisconsin.  She 
succeeds  Miss  Mary  Jane  Calkins,  Illi- 
nois "ye,  resigned. 

The  number  of  package  libraries  sent 
out  from  the  Extension  division  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  for  public  dis- 
cussion for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1917,  was  7452;  subjects  covered  2893; 
communities  served  627,  of  these  462 
communities  were  without  libraries. 
Over  2100  organizations  used  the  Uni- 
versity libraries  during  the  year. 

Miss  Agnes  Van  Valkenbour^,  who 
for  the  past  several  years  has  been  in 
New  York,  has  returned  to  the  Middle- 
west  and  is  now  librarian  of  the  Public 
library,  Bay  City,  Michigan.  She  suc- 
ceeds Mrs  Parsons  McDonald,  who  re- 
signed her  position  to  take  up  her  home 
with  her  daughter.  Miss  Parsons,  libra- 
rian of  Morristown,  New  Jersey, 

Elizabeth  H.  Cass  (Illinois  '14)  for 
the  past  year  librarian  of  the  Portland 
Cement  Association,  Chicago,  died  Octo- 
ber 26.  Miss  Cass  taught  in  the  West- 
em  Reserve  library  school  1914-15  and 
catalc^ed  in  the  C!ommonweaIth  Edison 
Compaiw  library  the  winter  of  1915. 
Mary  Bostwick  Day,  cataloger  of  the 
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Portland  Cement  library,  has  been  ap- 
pointed librarian  to  succeed  Miss  Cass. 

An  oil  portrait  of  Dr  James  Kendall 
Hosmer,  former  librarian  of  the  Minne- 
apolis public  library,  has  heai  presented 
to  that  institution  t^  some  of  his  friends. 

The  seventeenth  annual  report  of  the 
Simmons  library  of  Kenosha,  Wiscon- 
sin, records  a  circulation  of  159,053  v. 
This  is  about  five  books  per  capita.  The 
number  of  registered  borrowers  9561, 
number  of  books  on  the  shelves  34,387. 

The  story  of  the  Pullman  library, 
Pullman,  Illinois,  covering  the  early  his- 
tory down  to  date,  written  by  BerUia  S, 
Ludlam,  librarian  of  the  Pullman  public 
library,  appeared  in  the  Calumet  Index. 
October  12. 

The  annual  report  of  the  John  Crerar 
library  records  the  total  number  of  vis- 
itors during  the  year— 158,834,  5000  ad- 
missions to  the  shelves  were  issued.  The 
total  number  of  calls  for  books  and  pam- 
phlets from  the  shelves  was  584,000. 
There  were  579  requests  for  loans  out- 
side the  library.  The  total  accession  is 
15,626  V.  Number  of  books  on  the 
shelves  368,508.  Number  of  notable 
gifts  of  pamphlets  16,224.  The  volimies 
received  during  the  year  15,114.  Pam- 
phlets 10,449. 

The  forty-sixth  annual  report  of  the 
Grand  Rapids  pubhc  library  is  one  of  un- 
usual interest.  The  relation  between  the 
library  and  the  schools  is  set  out  at 
length.  The  problem  of  unused  fiction  is 
also  of  special  interest.  The  cost  of  ser\-- 
ice  is  analyzed  with  a  view  to  getting 
definite  information  on  each  part  of  the 
work.  This  report  totals  the  use  of  the 
library— not  only  in  circulation  and  ref- 
erence, but  counts  readers,  visitors  to  ex- 
hibits, attendance  at  story  hours,  and 
gives  total  of  all  records  of  service, 
1,043,855.  Number  of  volumes  on  shelves, 
171,259. 

There  were  five  new  branch  libraries 
opened  to  the  public  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  in 
October.  The  buildings  were  erected 
from  a  gift  of  $125,000  of  the  Carnegie 
Corporation.  Sites  were  provided  by  3ie 
city.     The  five  buildings  are  distinct  in 


exterior  architecture,  each  having  been 
designed  by  a  different  local  architect; 
but  each  includes  the  same  interior  fea- 
tures. Four  of  them  have  been  named 
for  prominent  persons  of  Toledo,  who 
have  contributed  to  the  book-life  of  the 
community.  The  Eliza  Kent  branch  is 
named  for  the  reference  librarian  who 
served  most  efficiently  for  many  years 
and  who  died  while  in  service.  The 
Frances  D.  Jermain  branch  was  named 
for  a  former  librarian,  who  served  To- 
ledo most  faithfully  for  nearly  40  years. 
The  D.  R.  Locke  branch  is  named  for  a 
former  editor  of  the  Toledo  Blade,  well 
known  in  post  bellum  days  as  Petroleum 
V.  Nasby.  The  fourth  is  the  Anna  C. 
Mott  branch.  The  fifth  is  called  the 
South  branch  library. 

The  fifty-seventh  annual  report  of  the 
Public  library  of  Detroit  calls  the  suc- 
cessful campaign  for  the  million  dollar 
bond  issue  for  the  completion  of  the  new 
main  library  building  the  outstanding 
event  of  the  year.  The  approximate  cost 
of  the  building  will  be  $1,600,000.  The 
circulation  reached  1,680,699  issues  and 
two  new  branch  buildings  were  opened, 
each  costing  $40,000.  The  following 
quotation  is  from  the  report  of  the  chil- 
dren's department : 


of  the  more  contfortabTe  homes  in  many  of 
our  districts  need  the  same  kind  of  care  and 
tho  adTantagea  which  the  public  library  can 
give.  We  do  not  reach  them  in  large  num- 
bers. Parents  are  afraid  of  our  dirty  books 
because  of  contagions  and  sundry  other 
more  or  less  valid  excuses  and  books  are 
iKwgftt  for  these  children.  The  book  tables 
of  such  offerings  in  our  local  book  stores 
do  not  warrant  the  idea  that  most  of  the 
buying  is  of  the  best  sorL 
South 

Grace  M.  Petersen,  librarian  of  the 
public  library  at  Elyria,  Ohio,  during  a 
leave  of  absence,  will  classify  the  library 
of  the  Flora  McDonald  college  at  Red 
Springs,  North  Carolina. 

Mrs  Ethel  Robbins  Cambum,  Wiscon- 
sin '12,  is  serving  as  acting  librarian  of 
the  Mississippi  agricultur^  college,  re- 
leasing the  librarian.  Whitman  Davis,  to 
oi^anize  the  war  library  at  Camp  Shelby, 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi. 
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Mrs  Mary  Bayne  of  Shelbyville,  and 
Professor  Frank  Hill  of  Franklin,  have 
been  appointed  members  of  the  Kentucky 
library  commission  to  succeed  Frank 
Kavanaugh,  State  librarian,  and  Mrs 
George  Floumc^  of  Paducah. 

The  report  of  the  Public  library  of 
Sedalia,  Missouri,  records  4376  re^s- 
tered  borrowers,  about  I7j^  per  cent  of 
the  population,  25,000.  The  circulation 
for  the  year  was  80,641  v.  Number  of 
books  on  the  shelves,  18,961.  A  depart- 
ment of  sheet  music  has  been  started. 
A  display  of  books  suitable  for  Christ- 
mas purchase  for  children  was  made. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Louisville,  1916-17,  shows  a 
total  circulation  of  1,153,816  v.,  or  4.86 
V.  per  capita  with  204,310  v.  on  the 
shelves.  The  circulation  does  not  in- 
clude volumes  used  in  reference  or 
reading  rooms  either  at  the  main  li- 
brary or  at  the  branches.  There  is  more 
than  23  ^er  cent  of  the  population  or 
55,444  citizens  using  the  library.  There 
were  213  bibliographies  and  reading 
lists  compiled  during  the  year.  There 
were  1,278  meetings  held  in  the  assem- 
bly and  class  rooms.  The  library  privi- 
leges were  extended  to  Jefferson 
County  and  1,036  persons  registered  as 
borrowers  from  March  1,  to  August  1, 
1917.  There  have  been  10  stations 
opened  and  29  collections  placed  in  14 
county  schools.  The  total  income  for 
the  year  was  $110,014,  the  current 
maintenance  was  $94,512  with  interest 
on  mortgage,  $15,500. 
West 

Alice  B.  Story,  Wisconsin  '15,  has  been 
elected  librarian  of  the  Public  library  of 
Huron,  South  Dakota. 

Helen  E.  Farr,  Wisconsin  '16,  has  been 
appointed  librarian  of  the  High  School 
library,  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota. 

Chalmers  Hadley,  librarian  of  Denver, 
was  married  in  New  York  City,  October 
29,  to  Miss  Edna  Florence  Hendrie  of 
Denver, 

Helen  F.  Carlton,  lately  connected  with 
the  Public  library,  Portland,  Oregon,  will 
take  charge  of  the  extension  department 
of  the  North  Dakota  library  commission. 


Lavina  Stewart,  Wisconsin  '13,  has  re- 
signed the  position  of  reference  librarian 
in  the  University  of  North  Dakota,  to 
accept  that  of  assistant  cataloger  in  the 
University  of  Wyoming. 

W.  A.  Qark,  Jr.,  who  several  years 
ago  gave  $25,000  to  provide  a  library  for 
the  Montana  penitentiary  at  Deer  Lodge, 
has  just  given  another  $1000  with  which 
to  purchase  new  books  for  that  library. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Helena,  Montana,  records  the 
receipts  for  the  year,  $12,017,  expen- 
ditures, $8,935;  number  of  volumes  in 
library,  49,222;  borrowers,  6,450.  The 
use  of  fiction  dropped  three  per  cent., 
being  the  lowest  for  many  years,  but  the 
circulation  of  all  works  was  greater  than 
last  year. 

Florence  M.  Fisher,  graduate  of  the 
library  school  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  who  has  had  experience  in 
the  Albany  Heights  branch  of  the 
Brooklyn  public  library,  was  children's 
librarian  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  and  re- 
cently children's  librarian  at  Council 
Pluffs,  Iowa,  is  now  in  charge  of  the 
children's  and  school  work  of  the 
Parmly  Billings  memorial  library*  at 
Billings,  Montana. 

Pacific  coMt 

Madeline  R.  Morgan  has  been  ap- 
pointed librarian  of  the  Pubfic  library. 
Woodland,  California. 

Portland,  Oregon,  stands  at  the  head 
of  all  the  cities  in  its  class,  that  of  over 
100,000  population,  as  having  the  lowest 
death  rate  for  infants  of  252  cities  in  the 
United  States.  According  to  a  survey 
made  by  the  New  York  milk  committee 
the  rate  was  55-1/10  out  of  every  1,000 
infants  under  one  year  of  age.  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  has  the  distinction  of  hav- 
ing the  highest  infant  mortality,  163-2/10 
out  of  every  1,000  infants.  A  sugges- 
tive question  for  Women's  clubs  to  look 
up,  would  be  one  relating  to  the  cause  of 
such  a  condition. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  li- 
brary of  Los  Angeles,  California, 
records  the  number  of  books  on  the 
shelves,  309,643 :  number  of  r^stered 
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borrowers,  119,629;  population,  503,812; 
circulation,  2,304,631v.;  staff  members, 
154.  The  per  cent  of  fiction  fell  from 
57.4  to  54.  There  was  a  gain  of  8I,960v 
in  use  o*  non-fiction  books.  The  work 
covers  a  territory  of  50  square  miles, 
served  by  the  Central  library,  eight 
branches,  six  playground  branches,  17 
sub-stations  and  106  deposit  sta.tions. 
Special  additions  have  been  made  in 
history  and  genealogy  for  the  reference 
room.  Exhibits  of  the  work  of  local 
artists  have  been  given  in  the  library 
and  much  assistance  rendered  to  art 
and  musical  associations.  There  were 
added  lOOOv.  in  foreign  languages. 
Each  week  held  27  story  hours  during 
the  winter, 

ForeiKn 

Karen  Neumann,  N.  Y.  State,  '16-'I7, 
has  been  appointed  assistant  in  the 
Kommunens  Folkebibliotek,  Copenhagen, 
Denmark. 

Hedvig  Schaanning,  N.  Y.  State,  '16- 
'17,  has  been  appointed  library  assistant 
in  the  Statistiske  bureau,  Christiania, 
Norway. 

Library  Clerk 

$40.00  to  $60.00  a  month.  Minimum 
age,  18  years.  One  position  in  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois  Library  to  fill  now. 

Examinations  at  various  Illinois 
points,  open  to  citizens  of  Illinois,  on  De- 
cember 15,  1917. 

For  further  details  and  application 
blank,  send  3c  in  stamps  to  State  Civil 
Service  Commission,  Springfield,  Illinois. 

Wanted— Dewey,  Decimal  classification, 
sixth  edition,  seven  copies.  Address  St. 
Louis  public  library,  St,  Louis,  Missouri. 

Wanted  to  buy  following  second 
hand  reference  books : 

New  International  Encyclopedia  2d 
edition,  N.Y.Dodd,1914-16.    23  v. 

Warner's  Library  of  the  World's 
Best  Literature,  Ancient  and  Modern. 
N.Y.Peale,  1896-97.     31  v. 

Address  stating  condition  of  books 
and  price  expected,  Mrs  Florence  H. 
Davis,  librarian  of  Bismarck  City  li- 
brary, Bismarck,  North  Dakota. 


Wanted — Situation  as  assistant  libra- 
rian by  yotmg  woman  with  experience  in 
up-to-date  library.  Katharine  Vincent, 
2509  South  av,  Moline,  111, 


The  Librarian  in  a  Business  Hotise 
In  an  article  in  the  Efficiency  Society 
Journal  for  August,  Matthew  C.  Brush, 
president  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way Co.,  says : 

The  statt  of  a  company  can  unques- 
tionably use  a  librarian  as  an  assistant 
on  many  matters,  since  he  has  an  oppor- 
tunity to  become  familiar  with  the  vari- 
ous trade  magazines,  and  periodicals,  is 
able  to  note  and  read  articles  that  they 
have  so  little  time  to  read,  and  can  sys- 
tematically call  their  attention  to  artides 
of  special  note.  They  can  work  out  the 
routing  of  the  various  periodicals,  books, 
etc.,  among  their  subordinates  with  the 
librarian,  and  should  be  able  to  assume 
that  the  newest  books  of  value  to  them 
are  brought  to  their  attention  and  par- 
chased  if  desirable.  The  staff  should  feel 
that  they  can  always  enlist  the  service  of 
the  librarian  in  any  new  project  or  new 
condition  that  confronts  them,  and  can 
well  afford  to  confide  in  the  librarian 
regarding  the  object  desired  to  be  done, 
so  that  literature  bearing  on  the  problem 
may  be  accumulating,  and  be  ready  to 
use  when  the  time  comes  for  so  doing. 
They  should  ask  that  the  subject  under 
discussion  be  looked  up  by  the  librarian, 
and  not  waste  their  own  time  looking 
through  periodicals,  indexes  and  books. 
In  short,  they  should  make  a  confidant 
of  the  librarian,  and  should  feed  that  they 
are  saving  much  of  their  valuable  time 
by  so  doing. 


The  Public,  a  weekly  journal  of  fimda- 
mental  democracy  founded  twenty  years 
ago  by  Louis  F.  Post,  now  assistant  sec- 
retary of  labor  at  Washington,  announces 
that  beginning  January  I  its  size  will  be 
increased  one-third  and  the  subscription 
price  increased  from  $1  to  $2  a  year. 
The  Public  has  been  one  of  the  few 
strong  journals  that  have  wholeheartedly 
supported  the  Government  in  its  war  pol- 
icy without  compromising  in  the  slightest 
degree  with  those  "enemies  within,"  rep- 
resented by  social  and  economic  injustice. 
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tne  largest  oootcsiore  in  ine  wonar 

8tt  the  OufiUr  OH  Chicago,  pagi  43,"  Tour  UwiUdatota."btAniMBetnm 

IT  is  recognized  all  over  the  country  that  we  earned  this  reputa- 
tion because  we  have  on  hand  at  all  times  a  more  complete  as- 
sortment of  the  books  of  all  publishers  than  can  be  found  on  the 
shelves  of  any  other  bookdealer  in  the  entire  United  States,  Our 
stock  comprises  agricultural  and  technical  works,  theological  and 
religious  books,  school  and  college  text  books,  etc.,  besides  the 
works  in  miscellaneous  literature  that  one  expects  to  find  in  a  gen- 
eral book  store. 

OUR   LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

is  devoted  exclusively  to  the  interests  of  Public  Libraries,  Schools. 
Colleges  and  Universities,  and  our  long  experience  and  famili- 
arity with  this  special  branch  of  the  book  business  enables  us  to 
offer  a  most  efficient  service. 

We  should  like  to  have  all  librarians  visit  our  store  with  the  same 
natural  ardor  expressed  by  Mr.  Bennett,  or  if  not  in  town,  to  have 
a  natural  tendency  to  send  us  their  book  orders. 

LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

A.  C.  McCLURG  &  CO.,  Chicago 
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Libraxy  furniture 


Accession  and  display  case  #7076  pedestal  style.  A  con- 
venient and  attractive  case  at  a  moderate  price  for  the 
display  of  new  books,  special  collections,  etc.;  shelves 
are  set  at  an  angle  to  allow  easy  reading  of  titles.  Back 
is  finished  so  that  it  may  stand  free  in  the  room. 

Library  Bureau 

DwUsan  ud  vnkari  of 

Taahnlo>l  library  foraitur*   and    •nppllaa 

Staal   book*t«ok  Musaum  eaaai 

Boabm  Chicago  New  Yoric 
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Chivers  Binding  for  Public  Libraries 


NEW  BOOKS 


cost  Of  the  TOlume. 


1  Chivers'  metbada  r 


r  require  rttblndlnK  and  are  avallkbla  tor 


OLD  BOOKS  REBOUND 


The  reblndlng  of  books  Ii 


a  bound  ao  that  It  will  last  li 


9  permanence,  that  la,  the  book 


MAGAZINE  BINDING 


]  replacements. 


CHIVERS  BOOK  BINDING  COMPANY,  Inc. 

91 1-913  Atlantic  Avenue  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 


Riverside  Library 
Service  School 

Riverside,  California 


A  short  course  of  eight  weeks, 
called  THE  WINTER  SCHOOL, 
beginning  in  January  7,  1918. 
Inalructofs:  Mignon  P.  Baker, 
Arthur  E.  Bostwick,  Alice  Bulter- 
field,  Joseph  F.  Daniels.  Lillian  L. 
Dickson.  Adelaide  R.  Hasse.  Mar- 
garet Mann,  W.  Elmo  Rcavis  and 
other  lecturers. 

Subjects  described  in  Bulletins 
150-151. 


COLUMBIA 
UNIVERSITY  PRESS 

(Lt^mcke  &  Buechner,  Agents) 

Ne  w  Catalogue  of  Heritorions 
Books  Now  Ready 

AMERICAN  BOOKS  OF  ALL 
PUBLISHERS 

Sent  to  any  address,  here  or  abroad. 

DIRECT  IMPORTATION    FROM  ALL 

ALLIED  AND  NEUTRAL 

COUNTRIES 

LEMCKE  &  BUECHNER 

3M2  W.  27th  Street,  NEW  YORK 


Olizad  by  Google 
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REAL  BOOK  SERVICE 


^  Libntians  ai 


ailing  dienuelvei  of  the  u 


■ally  complete  bibliograpliical  research 


4  It  is  a  fact  that  we  are  in  a  poiitioa  to  make  the  moit  accurate  and  alao  the  mcMt  com- 
plete report  on  books.  We  handle  nothing  but  booki,  and  therefore  devote  all  of  our  effofli 
toward  lenderiiiB  the  beat  book  aervice. 

4  Our  Library  Department  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  you,  and  to  be  permitted  to  aub- 
mtt  qnotatiom  on  any  propoacd  purctaaei. 

THE  BAKER  &  TAYLOR  CO. 

WkWtMU  Ihalen  ia  tk«  Baaki  Of  All  PMwbm 
354  Fonrtb  A*a.,  New  York  At  Twmty  Sixth  StrMi 


CATALOGUE  OF 

Choice  Dramatic  Literature 

Reatfy  Shortly 

Dunlap   Society   Publications. 
Histories   of   the    English    and    American    Stage. 

Biographies  and  Memoirs,  Old  Plays,  Autograph  Letters  and  much  curious  ma- 
terial. From  the  library  of  the  lale  Edward  Frieberger,  Dramatic  Critic. 
Catalogue  mailed   freed   to   Libraries. 

THE  MORRIS  BOOK  SHOP 

24  North  Wabuh   Atmiv*,  CUu«o.  W- 


Other  Things  Than 
Books  for  Libraries 

H.  R.  H.  LIBRARY  PASTE.  A  su- 
perior, soft,  white  paste  that  has 
Men  pronounced  excellent  by  all  who 
have  used  it.  At  a  moderate  price. 
A  LOCAL  HISTORY  SCRAP 
BOOK.  A  convenient  record  for 
Local  material,  newspaper  clippinos, 
etc.  "The  best  Scrap  book  for  the 
purpose  I  have  seen."^From  a  promi- 
nent librarian. 
THE  H.  R.  H.  PORTFOLIO  for 
loose  magazines,  circulars,  pamphlets, 
pictures,  etc  A  Avery  eonvetttent 
Portfolio  for  the  library. 
THE  H.  R.  H.  SHELLAC  JAR  If 
you  use  Shellac  you  will  bless  the  day 
you  purchased  one. 


The  H.  R.  Huntting  Company 

SptlagfleU 


Our  Library  Department 

•nppllM  accnratelr  bd4  prMBptlf 

Books  of  All  Publishers 

Oar  dlBcounts  stand  the  test 
of  competitlTe  quotation,  and 
for  years  we  have  supplied 
the  chief  public  and  univer- 
Bit7  libraries  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 
Let  ns  act  as  yonr  agents. 
It  will  save  yon  all  detail, 
and  much  expense. 

Charles  Scribner's  Sons 

697  Frftk  A*«nM  NEW  YORK  CITY 
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William  H.  Rademaekers  &  Son,  mZ 

Binders  for  the  Newark  Free  Public  Library 
Comer  of  Chester  Avenue  and  Oraton  Street        Newark,  New  Jersey 

We  make  Library  Bookbinding  ■  ipecialty  sad  luperviae  all  oui  work. 

Ovei  thirty  yean'  eipeiieDce  in  all  Brancke*  baa  taught  u*  what  Binding  ii  mort  suitable 
for  Librarie*  sad  School*. 

Scad  B>  2  t*Il,  12  mm.,  wkick  wi  will  biaJ  frit  rf  chir|t  *•  tm  ■*;  ««  a  mivIc  *f  •*  *Mk 
j4«A  for  prfc*  lut  Pay  ua  a  viait 


QUALITY  FIRST 

BOOK  BINDING 

Twenty  years'  experience  for 

Public  Librarie* 

(All  Through  the  CouDtry) 
Wntm  for  Priema  and  Book  ofParticabn 

THE  BOOK  SHOP  BINDERT 

314-322  W**t  S^Mfar  Stnat  Chka|*.  ID. 


Fifty  years  serving  Libraries 
should  count  for  some  standard 

BOOKBINDING 

Whjr  not  get  in  toucK.  Mr.  Librarian? 
Sampla  /or  the  as^ng 

R.  P.Winckler'^^'"''^ 


FINE  INKS 

and 

ADHESIVES 

For  those  who 
KNOW 


I  EUnul  WrtduB  Ink 
*  I  Taurine  MudUae 


Ur  • •  _  „  1 J  Taurine  Mudlnae 

hfigrgrinS    ^  Phom  Mounter l-. 

Liquid  Pm 
OHIi      - 


and  adknlTM  and  adopt 

UeHlB«ln«'lnk>a>Ml  Adhealve*.  TheywUl 
baa  nTaUUoDtoymi,  tMy  arawiweet.daui, 
wan  ;Bt  Dj,  and  nitlial  u  afUciaDt.  TksM 
—Bdally  adapted  forUbiaiy  oaa. 
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CHAS.  M.  HIGGINS  &  CO.,  Mfre. 

(Bfanchea:  Cblcaso,  Loadonl 

271  Ninth  Street,       Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


IMPORTANT  TO  UBRARIANS 
A  Typewriter  Exceptional 

The  Multiplex 
Hammond 


Two  Kli  of  Iviw  in  CBcb  marhinei  Jad  Tsa 
Am  Kaob"  Preito~oiic  or  Ihe  ollici— basri  ttds  (o 
Klect  [lom.ind  enry  known  laniuaat. 

Change  your  type  in  an  inatant  Iron 
one  atyla  to  aaother — or  any  Uogoage- 

Wiit»  ladu  eardi  flat. 

Tb*  mail  mctleal  macUiH  far  Uhruy  Wafk 

Lar«a  Ir^a  far  bask  ml**,  naaai,  ate 

SauUi 


AU  Dona  en  Ona  MaMpUa. 

Tba  ptlseiHj  LUnifai  of  tba  eaator  ana  tk 

Catalaa  far  tba  aikiaa 

Hammond  Tjrpewrriter  Co. 


Din.tizi^dbvGoOgle 


G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons 

PabUsliers*  Booksellers  and  Library  Agmts 


We  are  the  only  American  boow  hindllng  IflHwy  bntinew  tlttt  hu  its  own 
London  branch  Btore.    We  main  porehaiM  dlnet,  paying  commiirioM  to  no  one. 

CORRESPONDENCE       SOLICITED 


QUALITY  AND  SERVICE 

in  Bookbinding  for  Librguies  at  Minimum  Q)st 

Oar  Hi|idM  Holden  $n  die  SlmpleM  tad  BeM  mi  the  Huket,  at  a  Price  that  WIO  SarfiriM  Yea 

WAGENVOORD  &  CO. 


WRITE  FOR  PARTICULARS 


LIBRARY   BINDERS 


LANSING.  MICHIGAN 


Tucker-Ken  worthy  Co. 


Printers  -  Binders 

Electrotypers 

Engravers 


501  South  La  Salle  St. 
Chicago 


INVESTIGATE 


ax.| 


NOTE 

We  wisb  to  call  special  atten- 
tion to  our  advertising  pages. 
We  appreciate  the  cordial 
support  of  our  advertisers,  and 
trust  our  friends  will  not  over- 
look the  excellent  offerings 
made  in  their  announcemente. 


,!5,t,z<.dbvGoogle 


Dolized  by  Google 


